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SUBJECTS  OP  INQUIRY  CONCERNING  PRISONS. 

1.  Situation.  Is  it  near  a  town,  river,  or  other  buildings  ?  What  is  the  height, 
length,  fee.  of  the  wall  ?  What  is  the  expense,  design*  nmnber,  of  the  Prison  Build- 
ings ;  and  when  were  they  erected  ? 

2.  Interior  of  the  Yard,  Is  it  dry,  paved,  watered  and  drained  ?  Are  the  walls 
whitewashed  ?     Privies  and  drains  cleansed  ? 

3.  Dtaf  Rooms.  What  is  the  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lighting,  warming, 
cleansing,  furnishing,  fastening  ? 

4.  Might  Cells.  What  is  the  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lighting,  wanning, 
cleansing,  fiinuahing,  fastening  ? 

6.  Hospital.  What  is  the  salary  and  duty  of  the  Physician,  and  how  is  he  sup- 
ffcd  win  medicine?  What  is  the  character  and  compensation  of  the  nurse?  What 
■  the  number  of  deaths  ;  and  of  what  djseaaos  ? 

6.  Oficers.  Inpectors — their  number,  duty,  mode  of  appointment,  and  compensa- 
tion ?  Keeper  his  name,  residence,  former  occupation,  character,  duties,  compensa- 
tisn,  time  of  holding  his  office  ?  Turnkeys--their  number,  duty,  salary  ? 

7.  Prisoners.  Their  number,  age,  colour,  sex,  nativity,  crime,  sentence,  frequen- 
cy ef  conviction? 

8.  Admission  of  Prisoners.  As  to  cleanliness,  clothing,  fees  and  garnish  ? 

9.  Admission  of  Prisoners' friends-  Who  are  admitted,  at  what  hours,  and  under 
what  circumstances  ? 

10  Admission  of  Visitors.  On  what  condition  and  by  whom  attended  ? 

11.  Moral  Treatment.  Clasaincstion,  instruction,  and  employment 

12.  Punishments.  By  solitary  confinement,  chains,  stripes,  or  all  of  them  ? 

13.  Religious  Instruction.  Of  the  chapel  its  size  and  regulations  ?  Of  the  chap- 
bin— his  character,  residence,  duties,  and  compensation  ?  Of  the  Bible— number, 
node  of  distribution ;  effects,  whether  good  or  bad ;  perused  or  neglected  ;  preserv- 
ed or  destroyed  ? 

14.  Exercise.  When,  where,  and  under  what  circumstances  ? 

15.  Food.  Its  quantity,  quality,  mode  and  time  of  distribution  ? 

IS.  Clothing.  How  much,  by  whom  supplied,  how  often  changed  and  cleansed? 

17.  CUankness.  Is  it  dairy,  are  soap  and  towels  furnished  ?  Can  the  prison  dress 
be  washed  ?  How  often  do  they  shave  and  cut  their  hair  ?  Is  there  a  bath,  and 
bow  often  is  it  used  ? 

18.  Discharge  of  the  Prisoners.  At  what  time  in  the  day  ?  With  what  means  of 
providing  for  themselves  ?    With  clothing  or  money  ? 

19.  Vices  of  Prisoners.  What  are  they  ?  Any  drankeuneas,  gambling,  profane 
fwearing,  fighting,  combinations  against  society,  insurrections,  false  keys,  weapons  of 
death?  Any  rum,  cards,  instruments  of  mischief,  newspapers,  plates  to  make 
««>»f  »frft  Kjiy^  4^  4jf  and  presses  to  aster  thff  m  ?  Any  counterfeit  coin  and  moulds? 
Any  good  or  bad  money  ?  Any  cases  of  punishment  for  unnatural  crime  ?  How  are 
these  things  done  without  discovery?  How  are  prohibited  articles  obtained' 
Where  are  they  concealed  ?    What  is  the  effect  of  the  system  OR  the  ehnmtet} 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  First  Annual  Meeting,  nn  the  Vestry  of  Hanover  Church, 
Boston,  on  Friday,  June  2,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Hon.  George  Bliss,  President  of  the  Society,  took  the  chair,  and  at  his 
request,  the  Rev.  William  Jewels,  D.  D.  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Asa  Ward,  read  his  Report,  and  the  certificate  of  its  cor- 
rectness by  the  Auditors,  Mr*  William  G.  Lambert  and  Mr.  Gerard  H  alloc  k. 
By  a  vote  of  the  Society,  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  accepted. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  elected,  and  the  Society  adjourned, 
to  meet  in  the  Church  at  4  o'clock,  to  hear  the  Report  of  the  Managers,  and  Ad- 
dresses. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment  The  Hon.  George  Bliss  took  the 
chair,  and,  at  his  request,  the  Rev.  Francis  Wayland  addressed  the  Throne  of 
Grace. 

The  Report  of  the  Managers  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Rorus  Anderson,  seconded  by  William  Ropes,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read,  be  accepted,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  to  be  published,  or  used  in  any  other  way,  as  in  their  judgment,  shaU  best  promote 
the  interests  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  William  Jenxs,  D.  D.  seconded  by  Rev.  Francis 

Wayland, 

Resolved,  That  the  facts  presented  in  this  Report,  showing  that  one  cause  of  the  increase 
and  frequency  of  crime,  is  the  degraded  character  of  the  coloured  population,  deserve  the 
particular  consideration  of  the  friends  of  Africa. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  seconded  by  Rev.  Warren  Fay, 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  as  expressed  in  the  2d 
Article  of  its  Constitution,  to  wit,  "the  improvement  of  public  prisons/7  claims 
the  attention  of  the  community,  because  the  evils  existing  in  these  Institutions,  and  not  neces- 
sarily connected  with  them,  are  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  of  justice  and  the  principles  of 
religion. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Francis  Waylajtd,  seconded  by  Rev.  Hemajt  Hum- 
phrey, D.  D. 

Resolved,  That  solitary  confinement,  at  least  by  night,  with  moral  and  religious  instruc- 
tion, are  an  obvious  remedy  for  the  principal  evils  existing  in  Prisons. 

On  motion  o/Alden  Bradford^E*?.  seconded  by  William  Ropes,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  Managers  be  requested  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
measures  ought  to  be  adopted  to  encourage  good  conduct  in  convicts  when  they  leave  the 
Prison  f 

Addresses  most  animating  to  the  officers  and  friends  of  the  Society  were  made 
Rev.  Mr.  Storks,  Rev.  Mr.  Wayj  a  m  "<4  Rev.  Dr.  Humphrey. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


With  devout  acknowledgments  of  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  for 

hu  continual  smiles,  and  the  unexpected  success  with  which  the  efforts 

of  this  Society  have  already  been  crowned,  the  Managers  present  their 

First  Annual  Report.     And  while  they  offer  praise  to  God  for  all  the 

tokens  of  his   favor,  they  would  remember  with  resignation  his  righte- 

<kb  judgments,  in  removing  two  of  their  number  by  death.     Deacon 

Joeue  Salisbury,  and  Mr.  Rich  Ann  Chamberlain,  were  among  the 

earliest  and  most  constant  friends  of  this  Society,  and  were  seldom 

jjkeot,  till  they  died,  from  the  regular  meetings  of  this  Board.     And 

foogh  we  cannot  recal  the  sweet  counsel,  which  we  received  from 

ten,  on  such  occasions,  without  grief,  that  we  shall  meet  them  here 

■o  more ;  we  shall  never  forget  how  cordially  they  approved  the  object 

tf  this  Society,   how  affectionately  they  sympathized  in  our  joys  and 

«r  sorrows,  and  how  earnestly  they  implored  the  blessings  of  Heaven 

■JM  our  labors.      We  hope  to  feel  as  they  felt  for  the  miseries  of  their 

wW  men,  to  imitate  their  lovely  example,  and  to  die  with  the  same 

wtwJauoos  which  they  experienced.     We  should  love  to  linger  at 

tteir  tombs  and  weep  ;    bat  we  hear  them  say,  weep  not  for  us,  but 

•^P  for  those  whose    miseries  you  seek  to  alleviate,  and  prepare  to 

Ito*  08  into  the   eternal  world. 

Tiie  object  of  the  Society,  in  which  they  were  associated  with  us,  is 

"rut  improvement  of  public  PRISONS.1'     This  object,  we  have  rea- 

**  to  believe,   is  approved  by  the  Saviour  of  the  world  ;  for  he  will 

*J  to  hie  disciples   on  the  day  of  judgment,  "  when  I  was  hungry  ye 

I**  *t  meat ;  token  I    *><**  thirsty,  ye  gave  me  drink ;  when  I  was  a 

ttr**?erjye  took  wne  *"*»  •   s\ck  and  in  prison  ye  visited  me."     These 

•Ns,  we  regard  as  our  authority,  and  our  encouragement ;  teaching 

*{i)§° forward  in   the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  to  expect, 

**edoit  with    penitent  and  believing  hearts,  to  meet  the  approba- 

** of  him  whose    favor   is  life.     We  learn  also,  from  these  words  of 

**  Sanoar    the  irn"t  of  those  who  neglect  or  oppose  the  performance 

tft^  duties     in  which   we  are  engaged.     And,  as  we  proceed,  and 

*  foin  month    to    month,  the  disclosure  of  facts  of  which  we  had 

**t  heard     or    formed  a   suspicion,  we  feel  that  the  Saviour  knew 

^J  better  than  we  can  ever  know,  how  great  the  necessity  of  prac- 

*•*  obedience  to  the    duty  implied,  in  the  benediction  which  he  has 

promised  to  nronounce   upon  those,  who  in  memory  of  his  sufferings, 

■*?5i52   misery,    wherever  it  shall  be  found.     We  earnestly 


8 

•  • 

barrels  of  fresh  air,  in  an  hour,  that  every  apartment  in  a  Prison  should 
have  a  chimney,  pipe,  or  window  communicating  with  the  open  air. 
A;small  orifice  in  a  door,  much  less  the  cracks  of  a  door,  opening  into 
a  close  and  narrow  passage,  do  not  afford  sufficient  air  to  sustain  life. 
There  should,  therefore,  be  particular  care  in  the  construction  of  a 
Prison  to  provide  free  ventilation. 

Light. — It  is,  also,  important,  that  prisoners  should  have  sufficient 
light  to  enable  them  to  read.  There  are  a  considerable  number  of 
dark  dungeons  in  the  Prisons  which  have  been  visited,  where  no  light 
can  ever  enter,  except  from  a  torch  or  candle.  It  is  not,  however,  a 
common  thing,  in  the  Prisons  in  this  country,  to  find  convicts  immured 
in  dungeons.  In  those  Prisons,  where  such  apartments  are  found, 
they  are  not  frequently  used  ;  but  are  kept  as  places  of  terror  to  the 
disorderly.  It  has  been  represented  in  Europe,  that  the  solitary  cells 
in  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  New  York,  are  dark  dungeons,  such  as  that 
humanity  would  shudder  to  see  persons  confined  in  them.  This  is  an 
important  mistake  in  point  of  fact.  Out  of  five  hundred  and  tiity  five 
cells,  only  a  few  are  dark,  and  these  are  seldom  used.  All  the  others 
are  lighted  sufficiently  to  enable  the  convicts  to  read  the  small  print  in 
their  Bible,  with  which  they  are  furnished  by  a  law  of  the  State.  Tlie 
wisdom  of  so  constructing  a  Prison,  that  the  convicts  may  have  suffi- 
cient light  to  enable  them  to  read  the  scriptures,  will  not  probably  be 
questioned. 

Cleanliness. — It  is,  also,  important,  that  there  should  be  particu- 
lar regard  to  cleanliness,  in  the  construction  of  a  Prison,  in  many 
Prisons  in  this  country,  both  in  the  northern  and  southern  States, 
there  has  been  an  effort  so  to  construct  the  different  apartments,  that 
there  might  be  a  vault  in  each.  All  the  Prisons  constructed  in  this 
"  manner,  which  have  been  examined,  are  excessively  offensive.  In 
some,  a  person  from  the  wholesome  air  without,  is  scarcely  able  to 
breathe  ;  in  others,  vomiting  is  produced  ;  in  all,  the  filthiness  is  such 
as  to  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  there  should  never  be  a  permanent 
vault  in  a  room  where  human  beings  are  expected  to  live  and  breathe, 
to  sleep  and  eat  It  is  almost  impossible,  that  there  should  be  any 
cleanliness,  where  they  are. 

Want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  is  another  cause  of  filthiness  in 
Prisons.  In  some  large  Prisons  there  is  no  bath,  and  the  prisoners' 
clothing  is  seldom  washed,  and  consequently  they  are  covered  with 
vermin.  In  others,  prisoners  have  not  been  allowed  water  enough  to 
wash  their  hands  and  face,  and  scarcely  enough  to  quench  their  thirst ; 
and  this  their  suffering  condition  has  been  permitted,  because  water 
was  not  convenient.  In  the  construction,  therefore,  of  a  Prison,  there 
should  be  particular  regard  to  a  good  supply  of  water. 

Instruction. — It  is,  also,  important  to  provide  a  convenient  place 
for  communicating  instruction.  In  many  large  establishments  there  is 
no  place  of  the  kind.  In  one  State  Prison,  the  chapel  has  been  con- 
verted into  solitary  cells ;  in  another,  into  a  weaver's  shop ;  in  many 
large  Jails  there  is  no  way  of  addressing  the  men,  except  through  the 
holes  in  the  doors.  In  such  cases,  instruction  is  not  regularly  com- 
municated to  the  convicts,  and  when  it  is  occasionally  communicated, 
it  is  under  circumstances  so  unfavorable,  as  to  loose  a  part  or  all  its 
effect.  There  should  therefore  always  be  a  chapel,  or  a  convenient 
hall,  where  the  convicts  may  be  assembled  for  divine  worship. 
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Sickness. — There  should,  also,  be  a  place  for  the  sick.  Instead  uf 
tiiis*.  the  sick  are  not  unfrequently  found  in  rooms  thronged  with  other 
prisoner*.  In  three  of  the  most  important  towns  in  this  country,  the 
JaiJ>  have  no  sick  room,  and  the  sick  prisoners  were  found  lying,  in 
their  tilth,  on  the  floor,  surrounded  by  convicts,  whose  noise  and  filthy 
communication  was  not  restrained  by  the  sickness  and  suflerin<rs  of 
their  fellow  prisoners.  In  one  instance,  a  man  was  lying  on  the  iloor, 
ipparently  dead,  without  a  bed  and  without  covering.  About  twenty 
of  his  fellow  prisoners  were  standing  around  the  room,  apparently  in- 
different whether  he  was  dead  or  alive.  No  physician  had  visited  the 
■ck  man  for  several  days.  As  a  general  fact,  in  those  Prisons,  where 
ID  hospital  is  provided  for  the  sick,  there  is  a  corresponding  inatten- 
tion to  them  in  regard  to  medicine,  and  an  attendant  Physician  ;  and 
their  situation  is  deplorable.  If  in  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  there 
■  particular  regard  to  the  sick,  these  evils  are  greatly  diminished. 

These  considerations  and  facts  render  it  apparent,  that  in  the  con- 
traction of  a  Prison,  there  should  be  particular  regard  to  security, 
issjtarjf  confinement,  inspection,  ventilation,  light,  cleanliness,  instruc- 
ate,  and  sickness. 

Far  a  Prison  securing  the  important  advantages  required,  we  recom- 
■end  the  plan  exhibited  in  this  engraving.  It  represents  a  building, 
assigned  to  contain  four  hundred  cells,  on  the  plan  of  the  north  wing 
af  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Retaining  the 
swae  principle  of  building,  it  may  be  enlarged  for  a  Penitentiary,  or 
jhminished  for  a  Jail. 

The  externa]  wall,  in  the  first  figure,  is  two  hundred  and  six  feet 
hng,  forty  six  feet  wide  and  three  feet  thick.  In  this  wall  are  three 
bsws  of  windows,  which  are  four  feet  by  six,  except  the  lower  row, 
which  are  four  feet  square.  These  windows  are  glazed  and  secured 
sy  a  strong  grating  of  iron.  They  arc  sufficiently  large  and  numerous 
tosJford  perfect  ventilation  and  light  to  the  cells. 

The  ground  view,  in  the  second  figure,  exhibits  the  foundation  of 
Isjb  cells,  and  the  open  area  around  them.  The  centre  is  a  solid 
waH,  two  feet  in  thickness,  on  each  side  of  which  the  cells  are  arran- 
mL.  The  walls  between  the  cells  are  one  foot  in  thickness  ;  those 
tstween  the  cells  and  the  open  area,  which  are  broken  by  the  doors, 
sjs  two  feet.  The  cells  are  seven  feet  long,  seven  feet  high,  and  three 
mi  an  half  feet  wide.  The  only  opening  from  the  cell,  except  the 
■atiJator,  is  the  door,  in  the  upper  end  of  which,  is  an  iron  grate, 
eighteen  by  twenty  inches.  The  bars  of  this  grate  are  round 
three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  placed  about  two  inches 
leaving  orifices  smaller  than  a  man's  hand.  Trough  this 
all  the  light,  heat,  and  air,  are  admitted  to  the  cells.  The  ven- 
which  is  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  extends  from  the  back 
sf  the  cell  to  the  roof  of  the  building.  The  door  of  the  cell,  of  which 
A*  grate  is  a  part,  closes  on  the  inner  edge  of  the  wall,  leaving  a  re- 
between  the  door  and  the  outer  edge  of  the  wall,  two  feet  deep, 
ess,  in  front  of  each  door,  increases  the  difficulty  of  conversa- 
between  the  prisoners  ;  prevents  them  from  making  signs  to  each 
other,  or  from  seeing  far  to  the  right  or  left  on  the  galleries ;  and 
famishes  a  convenient  place,  for  an  officer  of  the  Prison  to  converse 
with  the  prisoner,  without  being  seen  or  heard  by  those  in  the  adjoin- 
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ing  cells.  The  fastening  of  the  door  is  by  a  strong  latch,  connected  by 
a  hook  with  a  bar  of  iron  placed  over  it.  This  bar  extends  from 
the  latch,  two  feet  horizontally  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  wall,  thence 
at  a  right  angle  eighteen  inches  horizontally  to  the  lock,  which 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  prisoner,  three  and  an  half  feet  from  the 
door. — The  area  around  the  cells,  which  is  ten  feet  wide,  is  open  from 
the  ground  to  the  roof,  in  front  of  five  stories  of  cells.  Of  this  area, 
three  feet  adjoining  the  cells,  is  occupied  by  the  galleries.  A  conven- 
ient Hospital  may  be  formed  in  this  building,  by  dispensing  with  the 
partition  walls  between  four  cells  in  the  upper  story. 

The  breastwork  of  cells,  in  the  third  figure,  exhibits  all  the  cells,  on 
either  side  of  the  centre  wall ;  that  is,  half  the  cells  in  the  building, 
together  with  the  galleries  and  staircase. 

The  advantages  of  this  mode  of  building,  (besides  that  of  solitary 
confinement,)  are  its  security  and  economy. 

The  security  is  fourfold  ;  for  the  prisoner  must  first  escape  from  his 
cell ;  then  avoid  the  sentinel  in  the  open  area,  who  has  every  ad- 
vantage for  seeing  him  ;  then  force  the  external  wall ;  and  after  all  he 
is  in  the  yard.  The  security  is  such,  that,  during  two  years,  in  which 
the  men  have  been  confined,  at  night,  in  these  cells,  at  Auburn,  no 
breach  has  been  made  upon  one  of  them. 

The  economy  is  great  in  regard  to  the  space  occupied,  and,  also,  in 
heating,  lighting,  and  guarding.  Four  hundred  cells  will  cover  only 
206  by  46  feet  of  ground.  At  Auburn,  five  small  stoves,  and  six  large 
and  twelve  small  lamps,  placed  in  the  open  area,  in  front  of  the  cell, 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  prisoners,  afford  heat  and  light  for  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  five  cells  ;  and  one  sentinel  is  found  sufficient  to  guard 
four  hundred  prisoners,  and  cut  off  communication  between  them. 
The  space  in  front  of  the  cells  is  a  perfect  sounding  gallery  ;  so  that  a 
sentinel,  in  the  open  area,  on  the  ground,  can  hear  a  whisper  from  a 
distant  cell,  in  the  upper  story. — This  experiment  has  been  tried  again 
and  again,  in  the  presence  of  the  person  furnishing  this  description. 

A  building,  in  which  these  important  advantages  are  secured  with 
so  much  economy,  is  great  gain. 

2.   RULES     AND    REGULATIONS. 

These  should  relate  to  a  thorough  Cleansing,  when  the  convicts  enter 
the  Prison ;  to  Classification,  Clothing,  Diet,  Employment,  mode  and 
power  of  Punishment^  Government. 

Cleanliness. —  The  Rules  and  Regulations  should  relate  to  a 
thorough  Cleansing  when  the  convicts  enter  the  Prison.  This  remark 
is  particularly  applicable  to  the  State  Prisons.  A  case  occurred,  as 
we  are  credibly  informed,  in  which  an  old  negro,  who  was  covered 
with  sores,  whose  clothes  were  filthy  rags,  and  on  whom  were  seen 
afterwards  swarms  of  vermin,  was  thrust  into  a  State  Prison,  and  lock- 
ed up,  night  after  night,  and  week  after  week,  in  a  narrow  and  filthy 
dungeon,  with  blacks  and  whites,  old  and  young,  and  made  their  con- 
stant companion.  Nothing  was  done,  when  this  poor  old  man  entered 
the  Prison,  either  to  cleanse  or  clothe  him.  He  groaned  out  a  misera- 
ble existence  for  several  months,  among  his  fellow  prisoners,  when  it 
became  necessary  to  remove  him  to  the  Hospital,  where  for  the  first 
time  his  body  was  cleansed  and  comfortably  clothed  ?  but  he  soon  died. 
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In  the  Prison  of  an  adjoining  State,  where  this  poor  old  man  died, 
it  is  no  part  of  the  regulations  ever  to  change  the  clothing,  or  cleanse 
the  bodies  of  the  prisoners  when  they  enter  it ;  and  the  consequence 
is  what  might  be  expected,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  their  last  Report,  "  vermin  of  various  kinds  abound  ;"  and 
when  the  prisoners  can  endure  it  no  longer,  they  carry  their  clothes 
to  the  forge  of  a  smith's  shop,  and  there  smoke  and  bake  them  till  the 
vermin  are  mostly  destroyed.  -  This  process  was  repeated  several  times, 
the  last  season  ;  but  it  was  not  effectual  for  the  extermination  of  this 
plague.  Nor  is  it  believed  to  be  possible,  in  a  State  Prison,  where  a 
great  number  of  convicts  are  to  be  confined  continually  in  narrow  and 
crowded  rooms,  to  keep  the  place  clean,  without  a  standing  rule,  that 
every  prisoner  shall  be  thoroughly  cleansed,  when  he  enters  the  Prison. 
Where  this  is  done,  there  is  no  complaint  of  the  evil  above  described. 

Classification. — It  should  be  a  part  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations, 
that  there  should  be  some  classification  of  the  prisoners.  It  would  be 
better,  if  Prisons  were  so  constructed,  that  there  could  be  a  perfect 
separation,  at  least  by  night ;  but  till  they  are  so  constructed,  it  is 
necessary  that  there  should  be  some  classification.  The  obvious  prin- 
ciples of  classification,  require  that  males  and  females,  old  and  young, 
condemned  and  uncondemiied,  blacks  and  whites,  debtors  and  crimin- 
als, should  be  separated.  This  is  so  evident,  that  it  would  not  be  sup- 
posed that  it  is  in  any  case  neglected,  where  the  Prison  admits  of  its 
being  done :  but  the  fact  is  not  as  we  should  suppose.  Even  the  first 
mentioned  classification,  the  separation  of  men  and  women,  is  neglected. 
In  a  principal  town  in  one  of  the  northern  States,  the  door  of  one  of 
the  apartments  of  the  Jail  was  opened  to  a  Clergyman,  who  found 
confined  in  the  room,  a  female  with  a  base  villain,  from  whom,  she  in- 
treated  him,  that  she  might  be  separated.  Several  other  cases  might 
be  mentioned,  in  which  men  and  women  have  been  found,  in  the 
different  Prisons,  confined  in  the  same  apartment,  whose  guilty  counte- 
nances indicated  their  character  and  habits.  Even  in  the  State  Prisons, 
cases  are  not  wanting  to  prove  that  female  convicts  should  be  separa- 
ted from  the  men,  and  put  under  the  care  of  a  Matron. 

The  old  and  young  should,  also,  be  separated.  In  the  arts  of  vil- 
,lany,  there  are  men,  who  have  grown  old.  The  first  principles  of  the 
trt  are  as  familiar  to  them  as  the  alphabet.  These  principles  are  per- 
fectly simple ;  and  if  the  object  to  be  attained  by  the  knowledge  of 
them  was  good,  they  would  be  as  beautiful  as  the  first  principles  of  any 
art.  They  are  principles,  too,  which  time  alone,  and  powerful  intel- 
lect, have  developed.  There  are  men  in  Prison,  .  it  were  to  be  wished 
that  they  were  not  so  numerous, )  to  whom  these  principles  are  fa- 
Buliar,  who  are  never  so  happy  as  when  they  are  teaching  them.  From 
sach  men,  the  novice  in  crime  may  learn  more  in  a  week,  than  he 
could  discover  by  his  unassisted  reason  in  an  age.  A  man  of  powerful 
mmd,  who  had  been  ten  years  in  league  with  wicked  men,  said  that  he 
learned  more  in  five  days  after  he  was  committed  to  Prison,  than  he 
ever  knew  before.  How  great  then  is  the  folly  of  having  classes,  or 
congregations,  or  committee  rooms,  in  Prison  ;  where  the  old  and 
young  are  mixed  together ;  where  such  men  are  teachers,  and  such 
ttuntrs  are  taught. 

It  must  also    be   added,  that  in  numerous  instances,  the  youth  in 
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Prison,  who  are  the  attentive  pupils  of  these  old  villains  by  day,  a 
their  injured  companions  by  night. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  the  National  Gazette  says,  "  we  have  before 
a  letter  of  recent  date,  which  exhibits  a  view  of  the  interior  of  Prisot 
such  as  that,  if  we  durst  unveil  even  a  part,  would  strike  aghast  eve 
virtuous  citizen  and  practical  Christian,  and  at  once  compel  the  i 
spectable  classes  of  society  to  a  common  and  decisive  effort  towards 
complete  reform  of  these  schools  of  fell  and  hideous  depravity."  Whi 
enough  has  come  to  our  'knowledge  to  justify  the  strong  language 
Mr.  Walsh,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  these  are  deeds  of  darkne 
of  which  very  few  ever  come  to  the  light.  There  are  enough,  howc 
er,  and  more  than  enough,  to  show  that  the  old  and  young  shou 
never  be  associated  in  Prison. 

The  condemned  and  uncondemnned,  should  also  be  separated, 
not  unfrequently  happens  in  this  country,  that  this  is  not  the  fact, 
man  condemned  to  several  years'  imprisonment  for  robbing  the  Unit 
States'  Mail,  who  escaped  the  gallows,  while  his  companion  was  hun 
has  been  (bund  in  the  same  apartment  of  a  Jail,  in  one  of  our  princif 
cities,  with  others  who  had  not  yet  been  proved  guilty.  This  man  a 
peared  like  the  captain  of  the  room,  and  complained  that  he  was  liat 
to  have  any  body  put  in  the  same  room  with  him. 

In  another  instance,  a  man  condemned  to  death,  who  was  to 
executed  in  a  few  days  for  murder,  was  found  in  the  best  apartme 
of  a  Jail,  reading  newspapers,  with  his  fellow  prisoners,  some  of  who 
might  have  been  uncondemned,  and  others  imprisoned  for  debt. 

In  another  instance  still,  a  man  condemned  for  murder,  was  foui 
roving  about  the  different  apartments  of  the  Prison,  enjoying  the  libei 
of  the  yard,  accompanied  by  an  attendant,  and  apparently  feeling  mo 
self  complacency  and  pride,  than  most  men  feel,  who  are  not  accuse 
of  crime.  These  are  a  few  only  of  the  numerous  instances  whi< 
might  be  mentioned,  in  which  the  purposes  of  justice  are  thwarted,  1 
a  want  of  those  rules  and  regulations,  which  separate  the  condemn* 
■and  uncondemned. 

Blacks  and  whites,  should  also  be  separated.  The  propriety  of  tr 
rule  arises  from  circumstances  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  mentioi 
but  the  fact  is  not  as  propriety  demands  that  it  should  be.  In  a  pop 
loos  town  in  the  northern  States,  in  a  Jail  which  contained  a  lar; 
number  of  apartments,  unoccupied,  a  black  man  was  found  without 
garment,  in  a  room  with  ten  or  eleven  prisoners.  This  had  been 
subject  of  frequent  complaint  by  a  benevolent  gentleman,  who  h: 
visited  the  Jail ;  but  still  the  evil  was  permitted. 

Instances  of  a  similar  kind  have  been  frequently  found,  in  whit 
there  was  not  that  classification  of  prisoners  of  which  the  building  wou 
admit.  It  is  apparent  from  these  facts,  that  the  standing  rules  ai 
regulations  of  Prisons,  should  require  as  much  classification  as  the  co 
struction  of  the  building  will  admit.  That  males  and  females,  old  ai 
young,  blacks  and .  whites,  condemned  and  uncondemned,  murdere 
and  witnesses,  debtors  and  criminals,  should  be  crowded  together, 
as  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  of  justice,  as  the  principles  of  religio 
The  interests  of  society  require,  that  prisoners  should  be  classed, 
they  cannot  be  separated. 

Clothing. — The  feelings  of  humanity  require,  that  prisoners  shou 
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be  clothed. — In    many  Jails  in  the  larger  towns,  the  prisoners  are 
famished  by  law  with  no  clothing,  and  in  many  Penitentiaries,  where 
the;  are  required  to  labor  hard,  during  the  week,  they  are  furnished 
with  no  change   of  clothing  for  the  Sabbath.     In  the  former  case, 
prisoners  are  often  found  with  no  other  covering  than  blankets,  and 
these  blankets  rery  filthy  and  ragged.     In  some  cases,  persons  have 
been  found  in  this  situation,  who  were  detained  as  witnesses ;  and  in 
other  cases,   children,   who  were  not  accused  of  crime ;  and  in  the 
Penitentiaries  where  no  change  of  clothing  is  allowed,  there  is  a  f.l thi- 
ne* which  the  community  would  not  justify,  if  it  was  acquainted 
with  the  (act.     It  is  an  act  of  justice,   however,  to  the  Penitentiaries 
generally,  to  state,  that  but  one  has  been  found  where  vermin  abound- 
ed, and  this  it  is  believed,   will  be  soon  purified.     But  there  are  sev- 
eral, (and  among  them,  some  of  the  best, )  where  the  men  have  not  a 
change  of  raiment   for  the  Sabbath,  and  they  consequently  appear  in 
the  place  of  worship,  in  a  dress  not  corresponding  with  the  duties  of 
»    the  place.    This  is  a  subject  of  complaint,  in  some  instances,  by  the 
!    officers,  who  are  perfectly  aware  of  the  good  effect  of  cleanliness,  but, 
who  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  for  the  convicts  this  indulgence.     In 
those  cases,  in  which  the  indulgence  has  been  granted,  the  good  ef- 
.    feets  of  it  have  been  seen,  in  the  greater  propriety  of  behaviour,  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoners,  during  the  religious  services  of  the  Sabbath,  and 
hi  the  more  cheerful  and  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  the 
week. 

The  expense  of  doing  this  should  not  be  made  an  objection  to  it ; 
because  the  whole  expense  of  a  prisoner's  clothing  and  bedding  for  a 
fear,  in  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  which  is  very  superior  in  these 
respects,  was,  during  the  year  ending  May  31,  1822,  only  $5  27.  A 
■ere  change  of  clothing  for  the  Sabbath,  would  increase  this  expense 
very  little,  and  this  trifling  additional  expense,  would  probably  he  more 
than  repaid,  in  the  encouragement  it  would  afford  to  industry  during 
the  week.  That  the  prisoners,  then,  should  be  clothed,  and  furnished 
with  a  change  of  clothing  for  the  Sabbath,  seems  to  be  required  by  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  if  not  of  sound  policy. 

Diet. — They  should,  also,  be  fed  with  wholesome  food,  in  sufficient 
<jaantities  to  preserve  life  and  health.     This  subject  is  not  introduced 
here  because  prisoners  have  been  found  in  this  country  complaining  of 
■anger.     Very  few,  if  any,  cases  of  this  kind  have  been  known  to  exist, 
etcept  where  food  has  been  taken  away  as  a  punishment.     The  common 
dbwtnce  of  food  in    the  Penitentiaries,  is  equivalent  to  one  pound  of 
■eat,  one  pound  of  bread,  and  one  pound  of  vegetables  per  day.     It 
varies  a  little   from  this,   in  some  of  them  ;  but  it  is  generally  equiva- 
lent to  it     It  should,  also,  be  stated,  that  this  food  is  generally  whole- 
tone  and  well   prepared.     The  subject    is  therefore  not  introduced 
because  there  are   known  to  be  great  abuses  in  this  country,  in  regard 
•  the  food  of  prisoners  :  but,  because  an  opinion  prevails  extensively, 
4at  the  convicts  in  our  Penitentiaries  have  too  much  food,  of  a  quality 
better  than  they  ought  to  receive.     This  opinion,  which  is  entertained 
byhkrhly  respectable   individuals,  may  lead  to  an  evil  widely  different 
TO  that  of  which    they  complain,  and    of  greater  magnitude.     Iu 
fe  Milbank   Penitentiary,  in  Great  Britain,  an  experiment  has  been 
**le  on  man   as  to  the  quantity  of  food  necessary  to  keep  hiraahvQ. 
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In  such  extensive  establishments  a  step  once  taken,  may  lead  to  fati 
consequences  before  it  can  be  retraced.  In  this  establishment,  nei 
London,  the  advocates  of  a  severe  discipline,  demanded  a  reduction  < 
the  diet  of  the  prisoners,  and  a  calculation  was  made  about  the  close  < 
the  year  1822,  to  ascertain  how  little  food  would  sustain  human  lifi 
There  was  at  that  time  in  the  Prison  about  800  convicts,  and  thei 
diet  was  reduced  to  half  a  pound  of  bread  per  day,  and  the  soup  mad 
of  ox  heads,  in  the  proportion  of  one  ox  head  to  one  hundred  malei 
and  the  same  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  females.  A  general  deca 
of  health  was  apparent ;  but  the  scurvy  did  not  appear  till  January 
1823.  The  cases  of  disease  increased  rapidly,  and  on  the  28th  of  Fel 
ruary,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  were  sick,  and  on  the  tenth  of  Apri 
more  than  four  hundred.  It  was  found  on  inquiry,  that  the  meat  < 
an  ox  head,  weighed  only  eight  pounds,  which  being  divided  amon 
one  hundred,  allows  only  one  ounce  and  a  quarter  to  each  pnsone? 
To  this  diet,  the  College  of  Physicians  after  long  delay,  ascribed  th 
production  of  the  disease.  It  became  necessary  at  length  to  reraov 
every  prisoner  from  the  establishment,  which  was  done,  and  the  who! 
was  purified.  In  consequence  of  this  sickness,  the  House  of  Common 
resolved  to  give  to  the  future  inmates,  a  full  and  nutritive  diet,  as  1 
quality  and  amount.  This  experiment  on  human  life,  may  be  of  gret 
use  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  by  preventing  a  severity  as  dangerov 
to  life,  as  excessive  indulgence  is  injurious  to  morals.  The  experimei 
shows,  that  eight  ounces  of  bread  and  one  and  a  quarter  of  meat,  cai 
not  sustain  life ;  it  does- not  show,  however,  that  three  pounds  of  foo 
per  day  is  necessary  to  life  and  health,  and  it  may  still  be  a  question  < 
groat  importance,  whether  the  Mil  bank  Penitentiary  was  not  in  on 
exir?mc,  and  the  Penitentiaries  in  the  United  States  in  the  other ;  £ 
that  the  subject  is  still  open  for  consideration  and  experiment ;  thoug 
it  is  apparent  from  the  experiment  at  Milbank,  that  it  should  be  coi 
ducted  with  great  discretion,  when  human  life  is  at  stake. 

There  has  been  an  experiment  at  Lamberton,  New  Jersey,  upon  th 
men  in  solitary  cells,  which  resulted  differently  than  that  at  Mil  ban  1 
At  Lamberton,  the  men  on  whom  the  experiment  was  tried,  were  coi 
fined  the  whole  term  of  their  sentence,  in  solitary  cells.  Some  of  thei 
had  been  confined  eighteen  months,  and  some  two  years.  Their  a 
lowance  of  food  was  only  half  the  allowance  of  the  men,  who  were  en 
ployed  in  the  shops,  and  the  allowance  of  the  men  in  the  shops,  wi 
only  half  a  pound  of  meat,  together  with  one  pound  of  bread,  one  gi 
of  molasses,  and  about  half  a  pound  of  vegetables  per  day  ;  but  eve 
this  reduced  allowance  had  no  other  effect  upon  the  men,  than  to  sul 
due  their  passions  ;  it  did  not  injure  their  health.  They  appeared  a 
well,  at  least,  as  any  class  of  prisoners,  who  have  been  visited,  in  th: 
country  ;  and  the  keeper,  who  has  been  thirteen  years  in  the  institi 
tion,  stated,  that  the  effect  of  solitary  confinement,  with  this  diet,  ha 
been  very  good,  and  that  the  prisoners  all  left  the  cells  with  a  stron 
determination  never  to  return  to  them,  and  no  one  had  yet  returnee 
nor  did  he  believe  that  any  one  would  ever  return.  If  he  was  correc 
in  this  opinion,  and  there  was  every  thing  in  the  appearance  and  coi 
versation  of  the  prisoners  in  the  cells,  to  induce  the  belief  that  he  wa 
correct,  then  this  mode  of  punishment,  with  reduced  allowance  of  fooc 
is  much  better  than  where  one  half,  or  one  third  of  the  whole  numbc 
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^of  prisoners  are  committed  a  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  or  sixth  time, 
J  which  is  the  tact  in  several  Penitentiaries  in  the  United  States,  where 
j  the  men  are  fed  abundantly. 

V  The  subject,  therefore,  of  the  prisoner's  diet,  is  one  of  great  impor- 
j.  (nice,  concerning  which,  there  is  a  considerable  diversity  of  opinion 
?  ltd  experiment ;  but  which  seems  not  yet  to  be  established  by  any 
y  common  rule  of  acknowledged  worth. 

j  £mfloymknt. — The  best  mode  of  employing  prisoners,  next  claims 
our  consideration.  And  on  this  subject,  the  first  tiling  that  demands 
oar  attention  is  the  variety  of  curious  trades,  which  are  introduced 
■to  some  of  our  Penitentiaries ;  particularly  in  the  metals ;  such  as 
whitesmiths,  locksmiths,  gunsmiths,  brass  founders,  coppersmiths,  &c. 
kc.  which  are  all  admirably  adapted  to  furnish  implements  of  mischief 
,  »d  skill,  in  the  arts  of  counterfeiting  money  and  picking  locks.  For 
■stance,  in  a  Penitentiary  in  an  adjoining  State,  a  convict  of  many 
jtvf  experience  in  the  arts  of  villany,  who  had  been  associated  with 
gangs  of  counterfeiters,  and  was  possessed  at  the  time  of  his  arrest,  of 
neat  quantities  and  varieties  of  curious  tools,  and  plates,  and  bills,  was 
wetted,  in  the  Prison  to  which  he  was  condemned,  at  the  head  of  the 
whitesmith's  shop.  This  shop  was  well  furnished,  at  the  expense  of 
lie  Stale,  with  all  the  instruments  which  such  an  artist  would  desire  to 
m,  and  had  a  window  in  it  opening  into  the  street,  through  which  he 
could  deliver  any  altered  or  counterfeit  money,  and  receive  materials 
to  alter  it. 

Take  another  instance.  A  copper  plate  printer,  was  arrested  for 
being  possessed  of  copper  plates  for  making  counterfeit  bills,  and  for 
beag  largely  engaged  in  the  trade. — He  was  sentenced  to  the  State 
Prison,  and  there,  as  a  matter  of  particular  favor,  he  was  permitted  to 
kre  a  room  fitted  up  by  himself,  where  he  could  place  his  copper  plate 
press,  and  carry  on  his  former  occupation  of  copper  plate  printer. 

Take  another  illustration.  The  locks  for  Leveret-street  Jail,  Boston, 
were  made  in  the  State  Prison,  at  Charlestown.  /The  reason  for  this 
was,  that  locks  of  more  curious  construction  could  be  obtained  there, 
loan  elsewhere.  Of  course,  the  first  principles  of  this  curious  art  were 
better  understood ;  and  if  understood,  taught;  and  if  taught,  tested. 
These  principles,  thus  tested  in  Prison,  might  afterwards  be  reduced 
to  practice*  wherever  the  pupils  in  so  good  a  school,  should  have  their 
lot  cast ;  not  so  much,  however,  to  furnish  locks,  which  no  keys  could 
open,  as  to  furnish  keys,  which  no  locks  could  resist.  We  only  allude 
to  this  subject,  in  this  place  ;  as  our  only  object  here  is,  to  illustrate  an 
tbvious  principle,  viz.  that  all  curious  arts,  in  the  metals,  are  out  of 
pJaee,  in  a  Penitentiary — They  greatly  facilitate  the  means  of  render- 
iaf  Penitentiaries,  what  they  have  often  been  called  of  late  years, 
Khools  of  vice. 

Against  other  trades,  which  are  pursued  in  these  institutions,  no 
«eh  objection  is  found.  Coopers,  weavers,  shoemakers,  taylors,  hat- 
ters, and  stone  cutters,  cannot  so  easily  pervert  the  design  of  their  em- 
eksnent.  The  instruments  which  they  use,  are  few  and  simple,  and 
act  easily  converted  into  implements  of  mischief.  These  trades,  there- 
fore, are  much  more  safe  in  a  Penitentiary,  than  the  curious  arts  of 
whitesmiths,  lockmakers,  and  copper  plate  printers. 
Another  objection  to  the  latter  class  of  trades  is,  that  the  tools. 
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responsibility,  jealous  if  not  hostile  feeling,  and  distracted  counsel ;  but 
we  secure  the  advantages  of  mutual  inspection  and  watchfulness.  This, 
if  I  mistake  not,  is  the  condition  of  the  Prison  at . 

"  If  on  the  contrary  we  constitute  a  board  of  directors,  who  appoint 
and  control  and  direct  the  warden,  and  who  take  an  active  part  in  the 
management  of  the  Prison,  the  warden  will  become  their  creature  and 
tool ;  one  of  the  directors  will  insensibly  become  the  acting  man,  and 
the  others  mere  cyphers,  and  there  is  then  no  intermediate  board  who 
can  inspect  or  control,  the  responsibility  is  divided,  and  every  species 
of  abuse  will  creep  in.     And  this  is  the  condition  of  the  Prison  at . 

"  What  can  be  done  ?  Can  a  board  of  visitors  or  a  committee  of 
humanity  be  instituted — if  they  are  invested  with  any  power  will  they 
not  interfere  with  and  embarrass  the  warden  ?  1  should  fear  it,  and 
yet  the  prisoner  ought  to  have  some  protector  against  the  mal-treatment 
of  his  keeper. 

"  I  have  on  the  whole  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  a  permanent 
board  of  three  directors,  was  best.  This  board  to  overlook  the  warden, 
to  approve  or  reject  the  by-laws  proposed  by  him,  and  to  leave  all  the 
management  to  him,  who  should  be  solely  responsible  for  the  condition 
of  the  institution.  As  a  check  upon  him,  I  would  have  the  directors 
in  succession  attend  at  the  Prison  every  Monday  morning,  and  settle 
with  the  warden  the  concerns  of  the  preceding  week,  look  carefully  to 
the  condition  of  the  Prison  and  the  prisoners,  have  frequent  private  ex- 
aminations of  the  prisoners,  and  act  in  all  respects  as  a  committee  of 
humanity. 

"  I  believe  after  all,  this  simple  arrangement  will  accomplish  more 
than  a  complicated  arrangement ;  but  I  would  on  no  account  allow 
the  directors  to  control  the  warden,  as  to  employment  of  prisoners, 
government,  purchases  or  sales ;  I  mean  in  individual  cases  or  articles." 

The  plan  of  vesting  the  government  as  proposed  in  this  communica- 
tion, is  proposed  by  a  gentleman  of  careful  observation,  who  has  devoted 
much  time  to  this  subject,  and  whose  judgment  is  worthy  of  particular 
consideration.  The  plan  is  simple,  it  is  well  provided  with  checks  and 
balances,  and  with  men  of  integrity  to  fill  the  places  of-  directors  and 
warden,  it  will  without  doubt  be  successful.  Without  such  men, 
neither  this  plan  nor  any  other  can  save  the  State  from  continual  fraud. 
In  all  Penitentiaries,  and  in  every  plan  for  their  government,  the  offi- 
cers, if  they  are  destitute  of  moral  principle,  can  find  opportunities  for 
deception  and  iniquity.  This  is  sufficiently  apparent  from  the  history 
of  the  past.  It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  men  of  great 
integrity  should  be  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  plan,  or  even 
the  plan  proposed  will  fail. 

In  regard  to  the  choice  of  proper  men  to  assist  the  warden  in  the 
government,  as  subordinate  officers,  there  has  been  great  difficulty. 
Men  destitute  of  humanity,  men  of  violent  and  virulent  passions,  men 
of  obscene  and  profane  conversation,  men  who  have  been  detected  in 
acts  of  villany  and  nefarious  plans  of  wickedness  with  prisoners,  men 
who  would  accept  a  bribe,  men  who  would  make  a  league  with  counter- 
feiters, men  who  would  defraud  the  State,  such  men  have  been  connect- 
ed with  the  government  of  these  institutions.  These  declarations  are 
founded  in  fact,  in  facts  which  have  been  proved,  and  the  guilty  per- 
petrators of  such  wickedness  have  been  accused,  condemned,  dis- 
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envgei,  end  left  to  feel  the  stings  of  their  guilty  consciences.  In 
njiag  this,  no  allusion  is  made  to  those  who  have  not  been  proved 
aakr.  These  ere  sufficient  lor  the  present  purpose,  and  show  the 
ananas  importance  of  intrusting  the  government  of  these  institutions 
Haws  of  integrity.  To  no  officer,  in.  any  one  of  them,  who  has  not 
ass  svsretf  guihy,  is  any  allusion  made  in  the  above  statement.  If 
[I  ay  nftnnw  therefore  is  felt,  jt  should  be  with  the  condemned,  whose 
andsot  has  laid  the  foundation  of  it,  and  not  with  the  illustration  of 
ai  aaportant  principle.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  to 
pud  against  being  misunderstood,  for  the  statement  is  perfectly  plain, 
mi  it  men  are  conscious  of  integrity,  they  will  not  be  suspiciouu  that 
ummn  is  made  to  them,  and  if  they  have  not  been  proved  guilty  the 
tfataawnt  dses  not  apply  to  them.  At  the  same  time,  it  would  be 
aasoper  to  make  any  explanation  of  what  has  been  said,  which  should 
lave  a  tendency,  in  any  degree,  to  relieve  a  guilty  conscience.  If 
ma  of  dm  character  described  are  still  in  places  of  trust,  in  our 
ItahartiaihiSfc  it  is  time  that  their  consciences  should,  prompt  them  to 
change  their  character  and  conduct,  or  to  leave  their  station ;  for  they 
mat  know,  better  than  we,  that  none  but  men  of  integrity  ought  to 
hold  the  oAces  of  which  they  are  incumbents. 

Saving  considered  the  place,  where  the  power  should  be  lodged  in 
As  government  of  a  Penitentiary,  and  the  character  of  the  men  who 
amud  hold  these  places  of  trust,  we  make  a  single  remark  concern- 
ng  the  aamjfcer  of  men  proper  to  be  employed  in  the  government 
There  are  instances  in  our  Penitentiaries  of  extravagant  expenditure 
to  sappovt  a  number  of  men  altogether  disproportionate  to  the  duties, 
mi  me  number  of  prisoners     in  one  Penitentiary,  with  nearly  one 
convicts,  is  found  Tire  keepers ;  and  in  another,  witii  about 
number  of  convicts,  twenty  two  keepers ;  and  in  another, 
than  four  hundred    convicts,  twenty  three    keepers :  if 
the  first  and  last  have  a  sufficient  number,  the  second  has 
than  a  sufficient  number.     If  it  be  said,  that  the  con- 
of  the  Prison  and  the  employment,  in  the  second,  make  it 
difficult  for  twenty  to  guard  one  hundred,  than  for  five  to  guard 
the  same  number,  in  the  other  Prisons,  this  affords  a  strong  argument 
for  a  reformation  in  regard  to  construction  and  employment ;  especially 
when  it  u  added  to  the  above  statement,  that  in  the  institution,  where 
the  keapeiB  arc  as  one  to  five,  the  expense  to  the  State  is  seven  thousand 
dollars  for  one  hundred  convicts,  and  in  the  institution  where  the 
keepers  are  to  the  convicts  as  one  to  fifteen,  the  income  to  the  State  is 
five  !V?"» -*  dollars  from  sixty.    It  is  evident  from  this  statement, 
which  might  be  confirmed  by  many  more,  if  it  were  necessary,  that  the 
keepersshould  be  to  the  convicts  as  one  to  fifteen  or  twenty,  which  is 
if  the  construction  of  the  Prison  and  the  employment  of  the 
is  as  it  should  be. — We  have  now  finished  our  remarks  con- 
the  government  of  a  Penitentiary,  and  proceed  to  a  considera- 
tion, as  proposed, 
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3.  or  tbb  rsomnse  or  cams,  with  the  causes  of  it,  includino 
ths  svns  or  the  fenttentiart  system. 
Paoeasss  or  Cum.— And  first,  concerning  the  number  of  prison- 
ers in  the  country,  mi  fasjmaeaf  Jtne,and  a  comparison  of  the  present 


number  with  the  number  in  former  years,  in  order  to  ascertain  tk$ 
progress  of  crime.  The  whole  number  of  prisoners,  in  the  Penitentia- 
ries, in  the  United  States,  at  the  present  time,  is  about  three  thousand 
five  hundred ;  of  whom  one  third  part,  at  least,  are  in  the  State  d 
New  York ;  one  sixth  part  in  Pennsylvania ;  and  one  tenth  part  h$ 
Massachusetts.  In  several  of  the  States  there  are  no  Penitentiaries 
and  we  have  not  the  documents  necessary  to  ascertain  the  number  4 
prisoners  in  the  Jails  of  those  States,  under  sentence  of  the  Court 
Among  the  States  near  the  seaboard,  there  are  no  Penitentiaries  ii 
Delaware  and  North  and  South  Carolina.  Among  the  Western  Staftfli 
there  are  no  Penitentiaries,  except  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio.  Our  state 
ments  therefore  must  relate  to  those  States,  where  there  are  Peniten- 
tiaries and  to  the  progress  of  crime,  as  it  appears  from  the  records  oi 
these  institutions.  And  to  arrive  at  some  satisfactory  results,  concern 
ing  the  progress  of  crime,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  the  history  oi 
particular  institutions,  and  to  connect  with  all  the  statements,  an  accu- 
rate account  of  the  increase  of  population,  in  the  State  where  the  insti 
tution  is  located. 

In  Vermont,  the  number  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary,  during  Um 
first  five  years,  ending  in  1613,  was  131 

five  years  ending  1818,  was  171 

five  yean  ending  1823,  was  189 

During  this  period  of  fifteen  years,  the  population  of  Vermont  increased 
about  50,000 ;  so  that  crime  increased  in  Vermont,  faster  than  Um 
population,  between  the  two  first  mentioned  periods;  but  not  so  fas 
between  the  periods  last  mentioned. 

In  New  Hampshire,  the  number  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary 
during  the  first  five  years  ending  1817,  was  9i 

during  the  five  years  ending  1822,  was  101 

During  the  same  pe/iod  the  population  increased  about  one  eighth 
so  that  in  New  Hampshire  the  population  increased  faster  than  Um 
commitments. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  average  number  of  convicts  to  the  Peniten 
tiary,  during  the  fourteen  years  ending  1819,  was  93 ;  the  average 
number  during  five  years  ending  1825, 121  ;  the  population  during  Um 
same  time  increased  about  one  eighth  ;  so  that,  in  Massachusetts  Um 
convicts  have  increased  faster  than  the  population. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  the  number  of  convicts  to  the  Peniten 

tiary,  in  five  years  ending  1801,  was  693 

five  years  ending  1806,  SB] 

five  years  ending  1811,  885 

five  years  ending  1816,  133* 

During  this  period  of  twenty  years,  the  number  of  convicts  did  no 

increase  two  fold.     But  the  population,  in   1800,  was  586,000 ;  ii 

1810,  959,000 ;  so  that  the  population  increased  almost  two  fold  in  tei 

years ;  but  the  number  of  commitments  did  not  increase  two  fold  ii 

twenty  years.     In  New  York  therefore  the  number  of  commitment 

has  not  multiplied  as  fast  as  the  population. 

We  have  not  brought  this  statement  concerning  New  York  down  ti 
a  later  period,  because  some  of  the  convicts  were  sent,  for  the  firs 
time,  to  Auburn,  in  1817,  and  we  have  not  the  numbers  committe< 
annually  to  that  Prison. 
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In  Pennsylvania,  the  average  number  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary, 
from  1790  till  1815,  was  105;  the  average  number  from  1810  to  1^19, 
2W;  the  average  number  in  18*20  and  21,  2t>5 ;  showing  the  in- 
crene  of  convicts  was  about  two  fold  and  an  half.  The  increase  of 
population  was  about  the  same.  The  population  in  1790  was  434,000  : 
in  18*20,  1,049,000;  so  that  in  Pennsylvania  the  number  of  commit- 
■cnts  has  multiplied  no  faster  than  the  population. 

In  New  Jersey,  during  the  twenty  years  ending  1819,  the  average 
annber  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary  was  38;  during  the  six  years 
ending  1£25,  the  average  number  was  40.  The  population  had  in- 
creased, during  the  same  time,  at  least  one  sixth,  while  the  number  of 
commitments  had  increased  only  one  twentieth  ;  so  that  in  New  Jersey, 
the  number  of  commitments  has  not  increased  as  fast  as  the  populati  >n. 
From  these  facts  it  is  apparent,  that  the  increase  of  crime  has  not 
»  far  exceeded  the  increase  of  population,  as  has  been  sometimes 
represented.  If  this  be  true,  notwithstanding  the  great  defects  in  the 
Penitentiary  system,  the  inference  is  reasonable,  that  the  Peniltntianj 
system  improved,  if  it  does  not  answer  all  the  valuable  purposes,  which 
its  early  advocates  anticipated,  tritt  retard  the  grotrth  of  crime. 

But  though  the  increase  of  crime  has  not  exceeded  the  increase  of 
population,  still  it  has  greatly  exceeded  the  desires  and  hopes  of  all 
benevolent  men,  and  it  becomes  a  subject  of  earnest  inquiry  and  deep 
interest,  what  have  been  the  causes  of  this  increase  ?  Some  of  them 
ire  found  in  the  state  of  society,  and  some  in  the  defects  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary system.  It  will  be  practicable  in  this  Report  to  present  only 
those  which  are  most  obvious  and  important. 

Dcgridrd  Character  of  the  Coloured  Population. — The  first 
cause,  existing  in  society,  of  the  frequency  and  increase  of  crime,  is 
the  degraded  character  of  the  coloured  population.  The  facts,  which 
ire  gathered  from  the  Penitentiaries,  to  show  how  great  a  proportion 
of  tb*»  convicts  are  coloured,  even  in  those  States,  where  the  coloured 
population  is  small,  show  most  strikingly,  the  connexion  between 
iznorance  and  vice. 
In  Massachusetts,  the  whole  population  is  523,000 

The  coloured  population  less  than  7,000 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  314 

The  coloured  convicts  50 

.-,  that  is,  1-74 th  part  of  the  population  and  nearly  1-Gth  part  of  the  con- 
-I  ucl«  are  coloured. 

In  Connecticut,  the  whole  population  is  270,000 

■■<         The  coloured  population  about  H,000 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  is  117 

The  coloured  convicts  39 

that  is,  l-34th  part  of  the  population  is  coloured,  and  l-3d  part  of  the 

.    convicts. 

In  Vermont,  the  whole  coloured  population  is  only  918  souls,  from 
i:    whom,  twenty  four  have  been  furnished  tor  the  Penitentiary. 

In  New  York,  the  whole  population  is  1  ,$72,000 

The  coloured  population  39,000 

- '         The  whole  number  of  convicts  in  the  State  Prison  in 

the  city  is  037 

The  coloured  convicts  ^  * 
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that  is,  l-35th  part  of  the  population  is  coloured,  and  about  l-4th  pen 
of  the  convicts. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  whole  population  is  277,000 

The  coloured  population  20,000 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  74 

The  number  of  coloured  convicts  24 

that  is,  l-13lh  part  of  the  population  is  coloured,  and  l-3d  part  of  Um 

convicts. 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  whole  population  is  1,049,000 

The  coloured  population  30,000 

In  1816,  the  whole  number  of  convicts  407 

The  number  of  coloured  convicts  176 

In  1819,  the  whole  number  of  convicts  474 

The  number  of  coloured  convicts  105 

that  is,  l-34th  part  of  the  population  is  coloured,  and  more  than  l-3c 
part  of  the  convicts. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  these  illustrations.  It  is  sufficient^ 
apparent,  that  one  great  cause  of  the  frequency  and  increase  of  crime 
is  neglecting  to  raise  the  character  of  the  coloured  population. 

We  derive  an  argument  in  favour  of  education  from  these  facts.— 
It  appears  from  the  above  statement,  that  about  one  fourth  part  of  all 
the  expense  incurred  by  the  States  above  mentioned,  for  the  support 
of  their  criminal  institutions,  is  for  the  coloured  convicts. 

We  will  therefore,  look  a  moment  at  the  amount  of  the  expense  thai 
incurred. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  whole  expense  of  the  State,  for  the  suppori 
of  its  convicts,  in  the  last  ten  years,  has  been  $106,405  ;  of  which,  on< 
sixth  part,  or,  $17,734  has  been  expended  for  the  support  of  its  colour 
ed  convicts. 

In  Connecticut,  the  whole  expense  of  the  state  for  the  support  of  it* 
convicts  in  the  last  fifteen  years,  has  exceeded  $118,500;  of  which 
one  third  part,  or  $37,166,  has  been  expended  for  the  support  of  hi 
coloured  convicts. 

In  New  York,  the  whole  expense  of  the  State,  for  the  support  of  it* 
convicts,  at  the  city  Prison,  in  the  twenty  seven  years  ending  Decem- 
ber, 1823,  was  $437,986 ;  of  which,  one  fourth  part,  or,  $109,166,  ww 
for  the  support  of  its  coloured  convicts. 

The  whole  coloured  population  of  the  three  States  above  mentioned, 
viz.  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New  York,  has  been  less  than 
54,000,  and  for  the  support  of  the  convicts  from  this  small  population, 
in  the  time  specified  above,  the  three  States  have  expended  $164,066. 

Could  these  States  have  anticipated  these  surprising  results,  and 
appropriated  the  money  to  raise  the  character  of  the  coloured  popula- 
tion, how  much  better  would  have  been  their  prospects,  and  how  much 
less  the  expense  of  the  States  through  which  they  are  dispersed,  foe 
the  support  of  their  coloured  convicts. 

The  expenditure  of  $164,000,  in  so  short  a  time,  for  the  purposes  of 
education,  among  a  people  consisting  of  only  54,000  souls,  would  very 
soon  raise  their  character  to  a  level  with  that  of  the  whites,  and  dimin- 
ish the  number  of  convicts  from  among  them,  about  ten  fold. 

If,  however,  their  character  cannot  be  raised,  where  they  are,  a 
powerful  argument  may  be  derived  from  these  facts,  in  favour  of  colon- 
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aatkffl,  and  civilized  States  ought  surely  to  be  as  willing  to  expend 
noney  on  any  given  part  of  its  population,  to  picvent  crime,  as  to 
punish  it. 

We  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that  the  facts  disclosed  above,  if 
tbey  do  not  lead  to  an  effort  to  raise  the  character  of  the  coloured 
population,  will  strengthen  the  hands  and  encourage  the  hearts,  of  all 
the  friends  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  in  the  northern 
States. 

Crowded  Night  Rooms. — Another  cause  of  the  increase  of  crime, 
vthe  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  in  the  Penitentiaries.  In  the 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  Penitentiaries,  from  two  to  six  are  lodg- 
ed in  each  room ;  In  Massachusetts,  from  four  to  sixteen  ;  in  Connec- 
ticut, from  fifteen  to  thirty  two ;  in  New  York  city,  twelve ;  in  New 
Jewey,  ten  or  twelve  ;  in  Pennsylvania,  twenty  nine,  thirty  and  thirty 
one ;  in  Maryland,  from  seven  to  ten ;  in  Virginia,  from  two  to  four. 

The  rooms,  in  which  so  many  convicts  are  lodged,  are  none  of  them 
large,  and  some  are  very  narrow  and  insufficiently  ventilated.  In  Phi- 
ladelphia, the  rooms  are  eighteen  feet  by  twenty,  and  it  is  a  common 
rule,  to  allow  to  each  convict,  a  space  on  the  floor,  six  feet  by  two  ;  as 
large  as  a  coffin.  In  Massachusetts  the  rooms  arc  so  narrow  that  the 
only  mode  of  lodging  all  the  men,  in  some  of  them,  is  by  swinging 
hammocks  one  above  another,  and  in  Connecticut,  during  the  hot  weath- 
er, in  July,  1825,  thirty  two  men  were  lodged,  in  a  basement  story 
room,  twenty  one  feet  long,  ten  feet  wide,  and  less  than  seven  feet 
high.  All  the  ventilation  of  this  room,  was  one  small  window,  and  a 
narrow  space  over  the  door.  It  would  have  been  said,  before  the  ex- 
periment was  tried,  that  thirty  two  human  beings  could  not  live  in  this 
room,  a  single  night. 

At  the  same  time,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  at  Newgate,  i.  e. 
109,  were  lodged  in  five  rooms.  These  rooms  are  all  in  the  basement 
story,  and  the  dimensions  of  each  of  the  rooms,  are  less  than  the  di- 
mensions of  the  room  above  described. 

These  rooms  are  not  only  narrow  and  crowded,  but  filthy,  in  the 
extreme ;  and  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  in  their  recent 
report,  state,  that  "  vermin  of  various  kinds  abound  in  them." 

If  a  convict  is  not  already  lost  to  virtue,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive, 
in  whit  manner  his  ruin  can  be  consummated  more  speedily,  than  by 
thrusting  him  into  such  a  place.  Accordingly  we  find  great  unity  of 
opinion  among  all  well  informed  and  practical  men,  in*  regard  to  the 
evils  of  this  miserable  system,  and  the  importance  of  solitary  confine- 
ment, at  least  by  night. 

The  superintendent  of  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary,  Moses 
C  Pilsbury,  who  has  been  seven  years  in  that  institution,  says,  he  has 
thought  much  of  the  benefits,  which  would  result  from  solitary  con- 
finement at  night     The  plots  which  have  been  designed,  during  his 
term  of  service  have  been  conceived,    and  promoted,    in  the  night 
!     looms.     He  has  spent  much  time  in  listening  to  the  conversation  of 
;    the  convicts  at  night,  and  thus  has  detected  plots  and  learned  whole 
•     Stories  of  villany. 

|       Jiuljje  Cotton,  the  superintendent  of  the  Vermont  Penitentiary, 

ay?,  Ifeel  satisfied,  that  great  evils  might  be  avoided,  could  our  State 

■•■*  Prison  be  so  constructed,  that  the  convicts  might  lodge  separately  from 
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each  other.  Solitary  confinement,  daring  the  night,  would  be 
effectual  bar,  and  have  a  great  tendency  to  suppress  many  c 
which  do  exist,  and  ever  will  exist,  so  long  as  prisoners  are  allc 
to  associate  together  in  their  lodging  rooms. 

The  Directors  of  the  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  in  their  last 
port,  say,  that  the  erection  of  an  additional  building,  within  the  Pi 
yard,  where  each  convict  may  be  provided  with  a  separate  aparti 
for  lodging,  has  long  been  a  favorite  object  with  the  governmei 
this  institution. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  say  thai 
great  and  leading  objection  to  Newgate,  is  the  manner  in  whici 
prisoners  are  confined  at  night  -  turned  in  large  numbers  into  i 
cells,  and  allowed  an  intercourse  of  the  most  dangerous  and  deba 
character.  It  is  here,  that  every  right  principle  is  eradicated, 
every  base  one  instilled.  It  is  a  nursery  of  crime,  where  the  cor 
is  furnished  with  the  expedients  and  shifts  of  guilt,  and  with  hi 
vention  sharpened,  he  is  let  loose  upon  society,  in  a  tenfold  degn 
more  daring,  desperate,  and  effective  villain. 

The  superintendent  of  the  New  York  Penitentiary,  Arthur  Bui 
Esq.  speaking  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  said,  how 
you  expect  reformation,  under  such  circumstances?  As  well  n 
you  kindle  a  fire,  with  a  spark,  on  the  ocean,  in  a  storm.  If  a 
forms  a  good  resolution,  or  feels  a  serious  impression,  it  is  immedi; 
driven  from  him  in  his  night  room. 

The  superintendent  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  Francis  S.  Lad 
says,  the  greatest  improvement,  that  has  been  made,  or  can  be  m 
in  Prison  Discipline,  is  by  solitary  confinement.  The  solitary  eel 
this  Prison,  in  which  one  fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  priso 
are  placed  under  sentence  of  the  Court,  have  answered  all  the 
poses,  which  it  was  ever  expected  they  would,  so  far  as  trial  of  t 
has  been  had.  No  person,  who  has  been  once  confined  in  them, 
ever  returned  to  the  Prison. 

The  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  say,  for  want  of  room,  the  young  2 
ciate  with  the  old  offenders  ;  the  petty  thief  becomes  the  pupil  of 
highway  robber  ;  the  beardless  boy  listens  with  delight  to  the  well 
tale  of  daring  exploits,  and  hair  breadth  escapes  of  hoary  headed 
lany,  and  from  the  experience  of  age,  derives  instruction,  which 
him  to  be  a  terror  and  a  pest  to  society.  Community  of  design  is 
cited  among  them,  and  instead  of  reformation,  ruin  is  the  gen 
result. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Virginia  Penitentiary,  Samuel 
Parsons,  says,  I  consider  separating  convicts  at  night,  of  all  otli 
the  most  important  feature  in  the  Penitentiary  system  of  punishm 
and  one,  which  should  every  where  claim  the  first  consideration 
erecting  such  institutions. 

With  the  opinions  thus  expressed,  of  the  practical  men  placet 
the  head  of  these  institutions,  the  opinions  of  the  governors  of 
respective  States,  of  the  judges,  and  legislators,  and  benevolent  mer 
far  as  they  have  been  expressed  or  known,  perfectly  coincide. 

Governor  Plummer,  of  New  Hampshire,  says,  effectual  measi 
should  be  adopted  to  separate,  in  the  Penitentiaries,  old  offenders  f 
the  young  and  inexperienced. 
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Governor  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  in  a  late  message,  recommen- 
ded, that  immediate  provision  be  made  for  the  erection,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  in  the  prison  yard,  ol  a  building,  with  sufficient  cells  for  the 
separate  confinement  of  the  present,  and  any  future  probable  number 
ol'  convicts. 

Governor  Wolcott,  of  Connecticut,  stated  to  the  Legislature,  in 
May,  with  reference  to  the  improvements  at  Auburn,  that  there  were 
few  subjects  upon  which  their  deliberations  could  be  bestowed  with 
higher  advantage  to  the  best  iuterests  of  the  State. 

Governor  Clinton  has  formerly  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  impor- 
tance of  solitary  confinement,  and  in  his  late  message  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, he  expresses  an  opinion  concerning  the  institution  in  New  York 
ciij,  for  the  reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  is  constructed 
on  the  plan  of  the  building  at  Auburn,  that  it  is  probably  the  best 
Prison  in  the  world. 

Judge  Woodbury,  of  New  Hampshire,  says,  that  "  Prisoners, 
during  tiie  night,  sliould  be  wholly  separated  from  each  other.'' 

Mr  Hopkikton,  of  New  Hampshire,  says,  "  a  novice,  who,  if  kept 
from  company  worse  than  himself,  might  have  been  reclaimed  from 
his  first  attempts,  is  here  associated  with  old,  hardened,  and  skilful  of- 
fenders,  he  hears  with  envy  and  admiration,  the  stories  of  their  prow- 
ess and  dexterity  ;  his  ambition  is  roused  ;  his  knowledge  extended  by 
these  recitals  ;  and  every  idea  of  repentance  is  scorned  ;  every  emotion 
of  virtue  extinguished." 

Judge  Tiiaciier,  of  Boston,  says,  "by  the  confession  of  those  who 
administer  our  Penitentiaries,  it  is  iound,  that  most  of  the  evils  of  this 
5} stem  of  punishment  How  from  the  almost  free  and  unrestrained  in- 
tercourse, which  subsist  among  the  convicts." 

Thomas  Eddy,  of  New  York,  says,  "  if  a  number  of  ingenious  men 
were  requested  to  suggest  the  best  possible  mode  of  increasing  the 
number  of  thieves,  robbers,  and  vagabonds,  it  could  scarcely  be  in 
their  power,  to  fix  on  any  plan,  so  likely  to  produce  this  effect,  as  con- 
fining in  one  collection,  a  number  of  persons  already  convicted  of  com- 
mitting crimes  of  every  description." 

Hon.  Edward  Livingston,  says,  "  it  is  a  great  point  to  produce 
the  conviction  of  the  important  and  obvious  truth,  denied  only  by  a 
hi*  economy,  that  Prisons,  where  there  is  not  a  complete  separation 
of  their  inhabitants,  are  seminaries  of  vice,  not  schools  for  reformation, 
nor  even  places  of  punishment." 

Roberts  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  lays  down  five  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  Prison  Discipline,  the  first  of  which  is,  "  that  convicts  &,hould 
be  rigidly  confined  to  solitary  life." 

There  is  no  disagreement  between  the  opinion  of  these  distinguished 
individuals,  and  the  opinions  of  various  commissioners,  directors,  &c 
wbo  have  written  on  this  subject. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  in  1^17,  ask, 
"how  it  is  to  be  reconciled,  that  in  any  civilized  country,  convicts  are 
fought  into  promiscuous  association,  to  pass  years  together,  all  united 
under  the  influence  of  a  public  opinion,  as  strong  in  its  support  ot  vice, 
as*  that  which  rules  the  community,  is,  in  its  support  of  virtue  ?" 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  in  a  very  able 
Report,  written  by  Martin  Wells,  Esq.  say,  "  it  is  in  the  cell*,  that 
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every  right  principle  is  eradicated,  and  every  base  one  instilled.  They 
are  nurseries  of  crime,  where  the  convict  is  furnished  with  the  expe- 
dients and  shifts  of  guilt,  and  with  his  invention  sharpened,  he  is  let 
loose  upon  society,  in  a  tenfold  degree,  a  more  daring,  desperate  and 
effective  villain." 

The  Commissioners,  Samuel  M.  Hopkins,  Stephen  Allen,  and 
George  Tibbets,  of  the  New  York  Legislature,  say,  "  we  believe  that 
we  do  but  repeat  the  common  sentiment  of  all  well  informed  men, 
when  we  say,  that  as  long  as  it  is  necessary  to  confine  several  prison- 
ers in  the  same  room,  our  State  Prison  at  New  York,  can  be  no  other 
than  a  college  of  vice  and  criminality." 

A  highly  respectable  committee  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Pauperism,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  a  Report  on  the  Penitentiary 
System,  which  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  documents  ever  published 
on  the  subject,  in  this  country,  have  the  following  language,  "  Our 
Penitentiaries  are  so  many  schools  of  vice,  they  are  so  many  semina- 
ries to  impart  lessons  and  maxims,  calculated  to  banish  legal  restraints* 
moral  considerations,  pride  of  character,  and  self  regard."  "  They 
have  their  watchwords,  their  technical  terms,  their  peculiar  language, 
and  their  causes  and  objects  of  emulation.  Let  us  ask  any  sagacious 
observer  of  human  nature,  unacquainted  with  the  internal  police  of 
our  Penitentiaries,  to  suggest  a  school,  where  the  commitment  of  the 
most  pernicious  crimes  could  be  taught  with  the  most  effect ;  could  he 
select  a  place  more  fertile  in  the  most  pernicious  results,  than  the  in- 
discriminate society  of  knaves  and  villains,  of  all  ages  and  degrees 
of  guilt?" 

The  correctness  of  these  opinions,  in  relation  to  the  evils  arising 
from  a  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  is  supported  by  a  compara- 
tive view  of  the  Penitentiaries  in  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the 
recommitment  of  convicts,  where  the  night  rooms  are  crowded,  and 
where  they  are  not. 

In  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  re- 
ceived from  November  23,  1812,  to  September  22,  1825,  was  two 
hundred  and  fifty  seven ;  of  whom,  eleven  only  were  committed  a 
second  time. 

Twenty  one  have  been  pardoned  ;  of  whom  only  one  has  been  guilty 
of  a  second  offence. 

The  number  of  prisoners,  Sept.  22,  1825,  was  sixty  six ;  of  whom 
only  three  were  for  a  second  offence,  and  none  for  a  third. 

In  this  Prison  from  two  to  six  are  lodged  together ;  generally,  how- 
ever, not  more  than  two. 

In  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  New  York,  the  whole  number  of 
prisoners,  in  August,  1825,  was  four  hundred  ;  of  whom  less  than 
twenty  were  committed  a  second  time.   * 

In  this  Prison,  the  convicts  are  lodged  separately :  there  are  more 
cells  than  men. 

In  the  Penitentiary,  in  New  York  city,  the  number  of  females,  in 
November,  1825,  was  sixty  six ;  of  whom  twenty  were  committed  a 
second  time  ;  six  a  third  ;  two  a  fourth  ;  and  one  a  fifth. 

Here  they  are  lodged  ten  and  twelve  in  a  room. 

In  the  State  Prison,  in  New  York  city,  in  1802,  out  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety  one  convicts  received,  forty  four  were  committed  a  second 
time,  and  two  a  third. 
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The  whole  number  of  recommitments  to  that  Prison,  for  a  second 
•fence,  is  four  hundred  and  ninety  four ;  for  a  third  or  more  offences, 
sixty  one,  and  the  number  pardoned  after  having  been  convicted  two, 
three,  or  more  times,  is  one  hundred  and  eight. 

Id  tnis  Prison,  the  average  number  in  the  night  rooms  is  twelve. 

In  tue  Philadelphia  Penitentiary,  the  number  of  prisoners,  August 
M,  1619,  was  four  hundred  and  sixteen ;  of  whom  seventy  three,  had 
keen  twice  convicted ;  twenty  five,  three  times ;  seven,  four  times ; 
ind  two,  five  times. 

In  the  female  department,  the  number  of  convicts  was  sixty  three ; 
of  whom  seventeen  had  been  convicted  twice ;  and  two,  three  times. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  convicts  in  this  Prison,  from  1810  to  1819, 
four  hundred  and  nine  had  been  convicted  twice ;  fifty  four,  three 
times;  and  two,  six  times. 

Of  four  hundred  and  fifty  one  convicts,  in  this  Penitentiary,  in  1817, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  two  had  been  before  committed  or  pardoned. 

In  this  Prison,  twenty  nine,  thirty,  and  thirty  one,  are  lodged  in 
nost  of  the  night  rooms. 

Id  the  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  in  1817,  out  of  three  hundred 
conricts,  then  in  Prison,  ninety  were  under  commitment  for  the  second, 
third,  or  fourth  time. 

In  this  Prison,  from  four  to  sixteen  are  lodged  in  each  of  the  night 
rooms.  , 

Id  view  of  these  facts,  the  question  arises,  whence  so  great  a  dif- 
ference in  the  number  of  recommitments  ? 

In  New  Hampshire,  the  recommitments  are  less  than  one  to  twenty. 

At  Auburn,  less  than  one  to  twenty. 

In  the  New  York  Penitentiary,  almost  one  to  two. 

In  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  almost  one  to  four. 

In  Philadelphia  Pennitentiary,  in  1817,  more  than  one  to  three. 

In  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  nearly  one  to  three. 

Again,  then,  we  ask,  whence  so  great  a  difference?  Without  con- 
troversy, one  great  reason  is,  the  difference  in  the  night  rooms.  Where 
the  recommitments  are  numerous,  the  night  rooms  are  crowded  ; 
where  the  recommitments  are  few,  the  night  rooms  are  not  crowded. 

In  view  of  these  strong  expressions  of  opinion,  from  sources  so  res- 
pectable., supported  by  so  many  facts,  concerning  the  evils  of  a  crowd- 
ed state  of  the  night  rooms  in  the  Penitentiaries,  the  question  arises 
why  a  defect  so  great,  and  obvious,  so  justly  and  universally  deprecat- 
ed, and  so  easily  removed,  why  is  it  not  removed  ?  There  may  be 
flereral  reasons,  and  the  following  among  others  afford  encouragement 
to  our  exertions. 

The  opinions  here  collected  may  not  have  been  collected  before,  or 
if  collected,  not  published,  or  if  published,  not  extensively  circulated  ; 
and  as  public  opinion  is  the  only  power  in  this  country,  and  public  at- 
tention has  not  been  strongly  and  perseveringly  turned  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  evil,  it  has  not  been  corrected.  If  any  thing  has  been  said 
on  the  subject  by  the  superintendent  of  a  Penitentiary,  he  is  but  an 
individual ;  his  time  is  much  occupied  with  other  subjects ;  he  could 
not  alone  so  far  produce  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  as  to  cause  them  to  appropriate  the  money  necessary  for 
the  erection  of  solitary  cells. 
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If  a  board  of  directors  hare  said  any  thing  on  the  subject,  they  ma; 
have  expressed  an  opinion  merely,  without  stating  facts;  and  the; 
could  not  devote  themselves  to  the  work  of  reformation  tiU  it  was  at 
complished. 

If  the  committee  of  a  society  or  a  board  of  commissioners  hav 
taken  pains  to  prepare  an  elaborate  report,  in  which  they  have  exhifc 
ited  with  great  ability  the  enormous  evils  arising  from  a  promiscuoa 
intercourse  of  villains  of  all  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt,  these  Report 
have  been  of  very  limited  circulation  :  few  men  have  known  that  sud 
reports  existed,  unless  they  were  making  the  subject  an  object  of  pal 
ticular  attention. 

If  the  Executive  of  a  given  State  has  incurred  considerable  expens 
to  obtain  information  from  different  Penitentiaries,  the  informatkn 
thus  obtained,  though  valuable,)  has  not  been  brought  to  bear  upoi 
the  public  mind ;  it  has  remained  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  on  file 
ready  tor  examination  whenever  an  individual  sought  the  informatio 
in  question. 

It  is  not  to  be  admitted  for  a  moment,  if  there  had  ever  been  an 
systematic,  persevering  exertion  to  lay  before  the  public  mind,  th 
enormous  evils  growing  out  of  this  great  defect  in  the  Penitentiar 
system,  it  would  have  been  suffered  to  remain  as  it  is  And  the  opil 
ions  of  the  wise  and  practical  men,  collected  above,  expressed  in  lax 
guage  so  strong,  each  corroborating  what  the  other  has  said,  and  a 
agreeing,  that  the  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms  is  one  of  the  greai 
est  evils  of  the  Penitentiary  system,  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  coi 
viction,  that  there  must  be  a  strong  necessity  for  reformation. 

And  if  these  opinions  had  ever  been  followed  by  a  disclosure  of  fact 
from  the  interior  of  these  schools  of  fell  and  hideous  depravity  ;  if  th 
community  had  known  what  is  taught  in  these  seminaries  of  vice,  an 
what  is  done  in  these  places  of  darkness,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  tin 
there  is  so  little  virtue  in  this  country  as  to  neglect  the  remedy.  Thi 
is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  so  soon  as  it  is  known,  that  dreadri 
persona]  vices  are  practised  among  the  convicts,  which  are  not  fit  t 
be  named  among  Christians ;  that  crimes  are  engendered  within  th 
walls,  which  are  perpetrated  by  convicts  after  they  obtain  their  enlargv 
ment ;  that  false  keys  and  various  implements  of  extraordinary  ing< 
nuity  and  contrivance  for  breaking  houses  and  stores  have  been  an 
are  fabricated  in  Prison ;  that  tools  and  instruments  for  counterfeitin 
bank  bills  and  for  making  and  debasing  the  current  coin,  are  als 
made ;  and  that  owing  to  the  construction  of  the  Penitentiaries,  an 
other  causes,  the  ingenuity  and  contrivance  of  the  makers  and  dealei 
in  these  prohibited  articles,  exceed  the  vigilance  of  their  keepers  an 
escape  detection ;  so  soon  as  these  things  are  known,  the  proper  at 
thorities  have  applied  themselves  to  correct  the  evil. 

In  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  eff 
cient  measures  are  already  either  adopted  or  in  progress  for  a  thoroug 
reformation. 

Daily  Tasks. — Another  cause  of  the  increase  of  crime  is  what  i 
called  in  the  Penitentiaries  over  stent.  It  is  customary  to  assign  th 
men  daily  tasks,  to  be  done  for  the  State.  After  their  tasks  are  doni 
their  time  is  their  own.  An  account  is  kept  of  all  their  earnings  i 
the  leisure  time,  and  for  these  earnings,  they  receive  a  liberal  compel 
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It  is  often  the  feet,  that  a  convict  can,  (if  he  chooses,)  earn 
sa  for  himself,  as  for  the  State.  Cases  not  {infrequently  occur, 
eh  prisoners  earn  for  themselves  from  three  to  fife  dollars  per 
rod  in  which  they  can  do  all  the  work,  which  they  are  compelled 
or  the  State,  by  12  or  1  o'clock.  The  amount  of  monies  earned 
prisoners,  in  one  of  our  Penitentiaries,  in  ,their  leisure  time, 
i  three  thousand  dollars  annually. 

objections  to  this  overstent  are  numerous.  It  induces  tbe 
rs  to  practice  deception  in  relation  to  the  work,  which  they  are 

perform,  before  their  task  is  assigned.  '  Accordingly,  prisoners, 
neatly  do  what  they  are  able  to  do  before  they  know  what  their 
ill  be,  are  a  by-word  among  their  fellow  prisoners.     After  their 

assigned,  it  induces  them  to  slight  their  work,  that  they  may 
i  time  lor  themselves. 

a  fruitful  source  of  complaint  against  the  officers,  because  they 
tot  assigned  the  task  on  equitable  principles,  or  have  not  had 
rat  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
t  a  laborious  business  to  open  accounts  with  so  many  labourers; 
ertain  every  day  when  the  task  is  done,  and  how  much  credit 
to  each  prisoner  for  the  labour  performed  after  he  has  done  his 

squires  the  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  deception.  There  are 
i  modes  of  cheating  in  relation  to  their  tasks, 
i  productive  of  great  insubordination  ;  for  if  a  prisoner  chooses 
ge,  or  play,  after  he  has  done  his  task,  how  can  it  be  prevented  t 
ne  is  his  own.  He  has  done  all  which  is  required  of  him.  He 
er  of  himself  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

>  a  fruitful  source  of  corruption ;  for  three  thousand  dollars  a 
n  a  single  Penitentiary,  distributed  among  the  prisoners,  can 
se  many  indulgences,  and  bribe  those  who  have  access  to 
jrs,  to  do  many  unlawful  acts.  If  a  few  packs  of  cards,  or  a 
urn,  or  a  few  bills  to  be  altered  and  the  materials  to  alter  them 
nted,  money  will  purchase  these  things.  m 

lid  it  be  said,  this  money  is  not  paid  to  the  prisoners  ;  it  is  paid 
r  order  for  the  use  of  their  families,  and  the  prisoners  do  not 
j  k.  How  then  is  the  fact  to  be  explained,  that  individuals 
the  prisoners  have  some  sixty,  some  one  hundred,  and  some  two 
*  hundred  dollars  ?  so  much  money,  that  a  brisk  trade  is  carried 
ong  them,  and  gambling  for  a  considerable  amount  is  not  un- 
m  f  Some  of  these  things  are  familiarly  known  to  some  of  the 
!,  and  are  spoken  of  not  with  that  surprise,  which  many  citizens 
el,  at  the  bare  suggestion ;  but  as  a  thing,  which  cannot  be 
ited,  nor  the  manner  in  which  it  is  effected,  satisfactorily  ex- 

irector  of  a  Penitentiary,  which  has  stood  high  among  its  sister 
lions,  mentioned  that  several  dollars  had  just  been  taken  from 
the  convicts,  but  it  was  only  a  drop  to  the  ocean  in  comparison 
rhat  he  had  in  his  possession.  With  this  testimony,  in  relation 
» convict,  there  is  undesigned  coincidence  of  testimony,  proving 
me  thing  from  many  witnesses.  . 

it  a  considerable  part  of  this  money  came  into  the  Prison  indi- 
,  as  the  reward  of  labor  performed  by  the  prisoners,  after  their 
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tasks  were  done,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  in  those  Penitentiaries, 
where  there  is  no  overstent,  there  is  little  or  no  complaint  of  the  mis- 
chiefs resulting  from  the  use  of  money  in  the  Prison. 

Hence  the  question  arises,  whether  the  overstent  is  necessary  ;  for  i 
some  Penitentiaries  are  conducted  successfully  without  it,  others  ma] 
be.  And  of  this  fact  there  can  be  no  question.  The  obedience 
industry,  subordination,  and  profit  of  those  institutions  where  oversten 
is  not  allowed,  are  extremely  satisfactory. 

It  is  an  important  question,  therefore,  whether  this  regulation  doei 
not  defeat  its  own  object.  It  was  intended  for  good  ;  is  it  not  produo 
tive  of  evil  1  The  former  superintendent  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn 
Capt.  Lynds,  whose  skill  in  Prison  Discipline  is  great,  does  not  intro 
duce  it,  nor  admit  its  necessity. 

Inadequate  Support  op  Subordinate  Officers. — Another  causi 
of  the  increase  of  crime  is  the  inadequate  support  of  the  subordinaU 
officers  in  these  institutions.  This  is  a  reason  suggested  by  a  keeper 
who  stated  that  the  men  received  a  compensation  so  small,  from  tin 
State,  that  they  were  obliged  to  do  favors  for  the  prisoners,  and  some 
times  they  would  be  led  to  do  that  which  is  forbidden,  and  then  thi 
prisoners  having  got  a  hold  upon  them,  would  say,  if  you  refuse  to  d 
what  we  require,  we  will  blow  you  up,  i.  e.  inform  against  you,  an< 
thus  the  subordinate  officers  would  become  the  tools  of  the  con victi 
As  money  to  the  convicts  is  of  comparatively  little  value,  till  this  systen 
is  introduced,  no  price  is  too  great  to  introduce  it,  and  afterwards  i 
will  proceed  at  a  reasonable  rate. 

It  is  true  that  no  evil  would  arise  from  this  source,  if  the  men  ofa 
tained  for  these  places  of  trust  were  men  of  incorruptible  integrity 
This  brings  us  to  another  cause  of  the  increase  of  crime,  viz.  the  wan 
of  sufficient  care  and  scrutiny,  in  the  selection  of  the  subordinate  off 
cers.  A  regulation  therefore,  requiring  that  the  men,  who  are  to  fil 
these  places  of  great  responsibility,  should  come  from  the  differei 
counties  in  the  State,  and  should  bring  with  them  the  certificate  of  th 
selectmen  and  •clergymen  of  the  town  where  they  live,  concerning  thei 
high  and  well  known  character,  as  men  of  peculiar  integrity  and  faitr. 
fulness,  might  afford  some  security,  that  the  institution  would  be  wht 
it  was  designed  to  be.  It  would  at  least  furnish  to  the  different  couu 
ties  some  confidence,  that  the  system  was  well  administered. 

Want  of  Moral  and  Religious  Instruction. — Another  cause  c 
the  increase  of  crime  is  the  inadequate  supply  of  moral  and  religion 
instruction  to  prisoners. 

In  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary,  wjiich  has  afforded  to  th 
State,  from  one  to  five  thousand  dollars  income,  for  the  last  six  yean 
iwenty  five  dollars  only  are  appropriated  annually,  to  supply  the  institi 
tion  with  the  means  of  grace. — It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  thi 
the  warden,  of  his  own  accord,  causes  the  scriptures  to  be  read  pul 
licly  to  the  men,  twice  every  day ;  and  on  the  Sabbath,  if  no  clergyma 
can  be  obtained  to  perform  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  the  warde 
does  it  himself.  The  influence  of  these  measures,  which  have  bee 
adopted  voluntarily  by  the  warden,  has  been  powerful  in  raising  tb 
institution 'to  its  present  elevated  character. 

In  the  Vermont  Penitentiary,  which  has  nearly  defrayed  all  th 
expense  of  its  management  for  five  years,  one  hundred  dollars  only,  ai 
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appropriated  for  religious  instruction.  The  chapel  has  been  converted 
into  t  weaver's  shop.  The  service  on  the  Sabbath  is  irregular,  and 
the  scriptures  are  not  daily  read  to  the  assembled  convicts.  This  may 
be  ose  reason  why  there  are  so  many  more  recommitments  in  Vermont, 
tfaaa  in  New  Hampshire,  and  why  there  are  so  many  more  prisoners, 
n  proportion  to  the  population. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  which  has  given  an  income  to 
tie  State,  of  more  than  thirteen  thousand  dollars  in  the  last  two  years ; 
two  hundred  dollars  a  year  only,  are  appropriated  for  the  religious 
instruction  of  more  than  three  hundred  convicts.  There  is  only  one 
short  service  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  remainder  of  this  holy  day,  the 
■en  are  locked  up  in  their  cells  and  left  to  their  wicked  inclinations. 
There  is  no  reading  of  the  scriptures  daily  to  the  men  ;  nor  is  such 
proruion  made  by  the  State  for  the  chaplain,  as  to  enable  him  to  devote 
much  of  his  time,  during  the  week,  to  the  appropriate  duties  of  his 
profession. 

In  the  Connecticut  Penitentiary,  which  has  been  a  continual  and 
heavy  burden  to  the  State,  from  its  first  establishment,  a  liberal  pro- 
vision, in  proportion  to  the  number  of  convicts,  has  been  made  for  their 
religious  instruction ;  but  the  chaplain  has  not  resided  in  or  near  the 
Prison,  and  for  various  causes  not  suitable  to  mention,  the  moral  and 
religious  influence  exerted  over  the  prisoners  has  been  very  far  from 
what  it  should  have  been. 

In  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  the  duties  of  the  chaplain 
hue  devolved  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stanford,  a  venerable  man,  more 
than  seventy  years  of  age,  who  has  been  relied  upon  to  supply  the 
fallowing  institutions,  containing  the  following  number  of  inmates : 
8tate  Prison,  more  than  six  hundred ;  Penitentiary,  more  than  three 
hnndred  ;  Bridewell,  from  one  to  two  hundred  ;  Debtors'  Jail,  number 
variable  ;  City  Hospital,  from  one  to  four  hundred  ;  Alms  House,  from 
one  to  two  thousand.  Vast  as  is  the  praise  and  honor  of  this  worthy 
■  atd  venerable  man,  who  preaches  regularly,  at  least  ten  times  a  week, 
how  inadequate  is  the  provision  of  religious  instruction  for  all  these 
I  hmnane  and  criminal  institutions.  Clergymen  from  the  city  sometimes 
preach  at  the  State  Prison. 

In  the  New  Jersey  Penitentiary,  there  is  no  provision  whatever  by 
the  State,  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  convicts,  ami 
not  nnrrequently  month  after  month  has  passed,  without  a  religious 
service  on  the  Sabbath. 

In  Pennsylvania,  no  provision  is  made  by  the  State  for  the  religious 
ustnictwn  of  the  wretched  inmates  of  their  almost  incomparably 
wretched  County  Prison.  The  Prison  here  spoken  of,  is  the  old 
County  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  used  by  the  State  as  a  State  Prison, 
for  which  the  new  one  now  building,  but  not  yet  finished  or  occupied, 
is  blended  as  a  substitute.  In  this  old  Prison,  almost  four  hundred 
nen  were  found  occupying  sixteen  rooms,  which  in  the  night  were  an 
cablem  of  the  pit,  and  on  the  Sabbath  the  men  came  forth  from  their 
rooms  into  the  yard,  and  were  there  seen  engaged  in  various  sports, 
without  regard  to  the  sanctity  of  the  day  or  the  presence  of  the  officers. 
All  the  religious  instruction  given  to  these  men  is  given  gratuitously, 
hr  benevolent  individuals  or  societies. 

In  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  no  provision  is  made  by  the  State  for 
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moral  and  religious  instruction.  The  friends  of  the  Methodist  chore 
have  gratuitously,  and  very  regularly  supplied  most  of  the  instructs 
which  has  been  communicated. 

In  the  Virginia  Penitentiary,  no  provision  is  made  by  the  State  ft 
religious  instruction ;  the  scriptures  are  not  read  to  the  men  daily 
nor  has  there  been  a  religious  service  on  the  Sabbath,  sometimes,  ft 
three  months  together.  The  chapel  has  been  converted  into  solitai 
cells. 

It  is  believed  that  the  exhibition  of  the  condition  of  the  Pei 
itentiaries,  in  regard  to  moral  and  religious  instruction,  furnishes  th 
second,  if  not  the  first  great  cause  of  the  partial  failure  of  the  Pel 
itentiary  system. 

But  the  most  overwhelming  view  of  this  subject  is  still  to  fa 
presented.  It  appears  from  a  careful  examination  of  authentic  do* 
uments,  that  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  who  have  been  cot 
demned  to  the  Penitentiaries,  in  the  last  twenty  years,  is  about  twent 
thousand,  and  from  the  best  estimate  which  we  are  able  to  make 
about  six  thousand  of  them  are  now  abroad  in  society.  If  th 
increase  of  crime  shall  be  equal  for  twenty  years  to  come,  to  th 
increase  of  population,  the  number  of  convicts  condemned  to  th 
Penitentiaries,  in  the  twenty  succeeding  years,  will  be  about  fort 
thousand,  of  whom,  at  the  close  of  that  time,  about  ten  thousan 
will  be  in  society.  What  will  be  the  state  of  society,  when  ten  thoi 
sand  men,   trained  in  these  seminaries,  shall  be  let  loose  upon  it 

In  view  of  these  facts,  we  should  be  overwhelmed  with  the  mag 
nitude  of  the  evils  in  the  present  system,  and  should  be  driven  to  th 
conclusion,  that  the  whipping  post,  and  the  gallows,  must  again  b 
resorted  to,  were  we  not  furnished  with  another  view  of  the  subjec 
as  delightful,  as  the  above  is  distressing  :  by  which  it  appears,  with  th 
demonstration  of  experience,  that  there  is  a  remedy  for  the  enormov 
evils  of  the  present  system. 

4.   REMEDY  -FOR  THE  EVILS  OF  THE  PENITENTIARY  SYSTEM. 

The  facts  showing  what  this  remedy  is,  are  derived  from  th 
Female  Department  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  the  Penitentiary  i 
New  Hampshire,  and  that  at  Auburn,  in  the  State  of  New  York 
but  principally  from  the  latter. 

In  the  Female  Department  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  a  wor 
has  been  done  within  three  years,  which  if  it  had  been  dope  i 
Europe,  would  probably  have  caused  the  name  of  the  person,  who  ha 
done  it,  to  resound  through  the  world.  Mrs.  Rachel  Perijo,  enter© 
this  Prison  in  February,  1822,  and  took  charge  of  about  sixty  femal 
convicts.  There  had  been  previously  some  vile  abuses  practised  amon 
them,  and  as  the  directors  state,  this  department  was  wretchedl 
managed.  The  Records  show,  that  the  average  annual  expense  befor 
the  matron  came  into  office,  was  $1099  51,  and  that  the  annul 
average  income  since,  has  been  #492  51,  making  a  difference  to  th 
institution  from  her  services,  of  $1561  66,  annually. 

There  has  been,  not  only  a  saving  of  expense,  but  a  saving  of  healti 
An  examination  was  made  of  the  Records  of  the  Hospital,  for  fou 
periods,  of  twenty  seven  weeks  each ; .  by  which  it  appears,  that  th 
matron  has  prevented,  in  three  years,  more  than  seventeen  years'  sick 
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L  e  the  nomber  of  days  spent  in  the  hospital  by  the  sick,  has 
ton  iViiiiiimlMBjUsihat  is  equal  to  the  sickness  of  one  person,  more 
than  seventeen  years. 

TV  convicts  have  not  only  been  saved  from  sickness,  and  made 
ptofcable  to  the  State  ;  but  they  have  been  taught  those  useful  arts,  by 
which  they  can  earn  a  subsistence  when  they  leave  the  Prison.  The 
fraioo  of  labor  is  complete  ;  some  are  engaged  in  knitting,  some  in 
mring  and  spinning ;  and  all  arranged,  in  an  apartment,  under  an 
assistant,  presenting  a  specimen  of  as  much  subordination,  neatness, 
tnd  cheerful  and  quiet  industry,  as  can  be  found  in  any  place  of  labor. 

They  have  also  been  taught  to  read  On  the  Sabbath,  in  a  Sab- 
bath school ,  by  the  matron  and  her  daughter,  two  hours  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  two  in  the  after  noon,  in  summer ;  and  one  m  the  morning, 
lad  one  in  the  afternoon,  in  winter,  have  been  devoted  to  their  instruc- 
tion. Fifteen,  who  could  not  read,  have  been  taught  to  read  the  scrip- 
tares,  and  all,  except  two  aged  persons,  to  read  in  the  spelling  book. 
In  some  instances,  the  desire  to  learn  has  been  so  great,  that  the  con- 
ricts  would  give  a  part  of  their  daily  bread,  to  their  companions  for 
leaching  them. 

They  have  also  been  encouraged  in  the  discharge  of  religious  du- 
ties. On  tile  Sabbath,  except  when  engaged  in  the  Sabbath  school, 
or  in  the  public  exercises  of  religious  worship,  they  assemble  together, 
of  their  own  accord,  to  spend  the  time,  in  reading  the  scriptures,  and 
in  prayer  among  themselves ;  they  regularly  implore  a  blessing,  at  the 
table,  and  in  every  room,  except  one,  attend  prayers  morning  and 
evening. 

This  system  of  industry,  and  instruction,  and  religious  duty,  has  had 
the  effect  to  render  the  number  of  recommitments  unusually  small.  In 
three  years  preceding  January,  1825,  forty  seven  had  left  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Penitentiary  ;  of  whom  only  seven  had  returned.  In  New 
Fork  city,  in  November,  1824,  the  tread  wheel,  which  has  been  re- 
girded  in  Europe,  as  more  effectual  than  any  other  mode  of  punish- 
ment in  preventing  recommitments,  had  employed  on  it,  out  of  sixty 
w  women,  twenty  for  a  second  time  ;  six  a  third ;  two  a  fourth ;  and 
me  a  fifth. 

All  these  surprising  and  delightful  results,  in  favour  of  the  Female 
Department  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  have  been  produced  with- 
out any  peculiar  advantages  in  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  by  the 
goodness,  vigilance,  and  skill  of  the  Matron. 

Tie  inference  is,  that  nothing  is  more  important  in  such  an  institu- 
&•*,  than  the  character  of  the  person  engaged  as  the  immediate  super- 
wteadmt. 

Similar  results  to  the  above,  and  for  similar  reasons,  have  been  gain- 
ed in  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary.  Moses  C.  Pilsbury,  Esq. 
took  charge  of  this  institution,  in  May,  1818.  The  loss  to  the  State, 
«i  the  business  of  the  institution,  in  one  year  preceding  the  time  when 
Mr.  Pilsbcry  took  charge  of  it,  was  $4235  61.  Since  that  time,  the 
total  sain,  from  the  labor  of  sixty  four  convicts,  after  defraying  every 
expense,  has  been  #6305  44.  During  the  same  time,  the  Connect i- 
cat  Prison,  with  about  one  hundred  convicts,  has  drawn  from  the 
treasury  of  the  State,  more  than  sixty  four  thousand  dollars. 

This  surprising  difference,  in  favor  of  the  New  Hampshire  Prison, 
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is  to  be  explained  principally  by  the  character  of  thewarden.  He  n 
always  at  his  post.  He  is  a  man  of  unceasing  TJpBnce.  He  doei 
the  duties  of  contractor,  keeper,  and  clerk.  He  is  prompt  and  effi- 
cient in  correction  ;  but  in  his  general  character,  humane ;  and  in 
sickness,  particularly  kind.  He  spares  no  pains  in  instruction  ;  eitha 
reading  himself,  or  causing  the  scriptures  to  be  read  to  the  men,  twice 
every  day,  and  devoting  much  of  his  time  with  the  convicts  on  the 
Sabbath,  to  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  sanctuary.  In  consequent* 
of  this  system  of  vigilance  and  instruction,  the  pecuniary  interests  oi 
the  institution,  are  in  the  highest  degree  prosperous ;  the  industry  and 
obedience  of  the  convicts  cheerful ;  and  their  moral  character  is  not 
greatly  debased,  if  their  hearts  are  not  changed.  This  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  the  number  of  recommitments  is  very  small :  only  thret 
out  of  sixty  six,  or  eleven  out  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  seven,  having 
been  returned  for  a  second  offence,  and  none  for  a  third.  It  will  bf 
recollected,  that  in  several  of  the  Penitentiaries,  the  recommitment! 
are  one  fourth,  one  third,  and  in  some  one  half  the  whole  number  oi 
convicts.  This  admirable  state  of  things  in  New  Hampshire,  whicl 
gains  so  much  by  comparison  with  many  similar  institutions,  has  beet 
the  result  not  of  any  peculiar  advantages,  in  the  construction  of  the 
Prison ;  but  of  the  unremitted  and  faithful  superintendency  of  a  mas 
peculiarly  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  station. 

These  examples  from  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary  and  the  Fe- 
male Department  of  the  Baltimore,  we  regard  as  full  of  encouragement 
showing  what  can  be  done  among  convicts,  without  any*  peculiar  ad 
vantages  of  construction,  by  wisdom  and  goodness  in  management. 

At  Auburn,  we  have  a  more  beautiful  example  still,  of  what  may  be 
done  by  proper  discipline,  in  a  Prison  well  constructed.  It  is  not  pot 
sible  to  describe  the  pleasure  which  we  feel  in  contemplating  this  no 
ble  institution,  after  wading  through  the  fraud,  and  material  and  moral 
filth  of  many  Prisons.  We  regard  it  as  a  model  worthy  of  the  world*! 
imitation.  We  do  not  mean  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  institutioa 
which  admits  of  improvement ;  for  there  have  been  a  few  cases  of  on 
justifiable  severity  in  punishment ;  but  on  the  whole,  the  institution  ■ 
immensely  elevated  above  the  old  Penitentiaries. 

The  whole  establishment  from  the  gate  to  the  sewer,  is  a  specimen 
of  neatness.  The  unremitted  industry,  the  entire  subordination  and 
subdued  feeling  of  the  convicts,  has  probably  no  parallel  among  aa 
equal  number  of  criminals.  In  their  solitary  cells,  they  spend  the 
night,  with  no  other  book  but  the  Bible ;  and  at  sunrise,  they  proceed 
in  military  order,  under  the  eye  of  the  turnkeys,  in  solid  columns,  witk 
the  lock  march,  to  their  workshops ;  thence  in  the  same  order,  at  the 
hour  of  breakfast,  to  the  common  hall,  where  they  partake  of  their 
wholesome  and  frugal  meal  in  silence.  Not  even  a  whisper  is  heard; 
though  the  silence  is  such  that  a  whisper  might  be  heard  through  the 
whole  apartment  The  convicts  are  seated  in  single  file,  at  narrow 
tables,  with  their  backs  towards  the  centre,  so  that  there  can  be  nt 
interchange  of  signs.  If  one  has  more  food  than  he  wants,  he  raises 
his  left  hand  ;  and  if  another  has  less,  he  raises  his  right  hand  ;  and 
the  waiter  changes  it.  When  they  have  done  eating,  at  the  ringing 
of  a  little  bell,  of  the  softest  sound,  they  rise  from  the  table,  form  the 
solid  columns,  and  return  under  the  eye  of  their  turnkeys  to  the  work- 
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From  one  end  of  the  shops  to  the  other,  it  is  the  testimony  of 
tnesses,  that  they  have  passed  more  than  three  hundred  con- 
thoat  seeing  one  leave  his  work,  or  turn  his  head  to  gaze  at 
There  is  the  most  perfect  attention  to  business  from  morning 
l,  interrupted  only  by  the  time  necessary  to  dine ;  and  never 
ict  that  the  whole  body  of  prisoners  have  done  their  tasks,  and 

is  now  their  own,  and  they  can  do  what  they  please.     At  the 

the  day,  a  little  before  sunset,  the  work  is  all  laid  aside  at 
d  the  convicts  return  in  military  order  to  the  solitary  cells  ; 
ley  partake  of  the  frugal  meal,  which  they  were  permitted  to 
m  the  kitchen,  where  it  was  furnished  for  them,  as  they  re- 
rom  the  shops.  After  supper,  they  can,  if  they  choose,  read 
»tures  undisturbed,  and  then  reflect  in  silence  on  the  errors  of 
m.  They  must  not  disturb  their  fellow  prisoners,  by  even  a 
The  feelings  which  the  convicts  exhibit  to  their  religious 

as  he  passes  from  one  cell  to  another,  are  generally  subdued 
Sometimes,  however,  a  man  is  found  who  hardens  his  heart 
libits  his  obduracy  even  here  ;  but  the  cases  are  comparatively 
'he  want  of  decorum,  of  which  the  commissioners  of  the  State 
York  complain,  in  their  visit  to  the  city  Prison,  where  they 
it  by  the  bold  staring  of  the  prisoners,  after  they  left  their 
*  gaze  at  them,  and  by  looks,  whether  in  smiles  or  in  frowns, 
ndicated  an  unsubdued  and  audacious  spirit,  in  the  culprits; 
ever  seen  at  Auburn.  The  men  attend  to  their  business  from 
g  to  the  setting  sun,  and  spend  the  night  in  solitude, 
r  these  circumstances  they  are  provided  with  the  word  of  God, 

of  the  State,  which  requires  that  every  cell  shall  be  supplied 
lible  or  a  Testament.  They  also  receive  the  iri.livided  atten- 
l  most  wise  and  faithful  religious  teacher,  who  spends  all  his 
the  Prison  ;  visiting  the  sick  ;  teaching  those  who  cannot  read ; 
ig  in  the  chapel,  on  the  Sabbath,  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
and  afterwards  in  going  from  cell  to  cell,  to  administer  the  re- 
ind  consolations  of  religion  to  individuals.  The  influence  of 
plain,   according  to  the  testimony  of  all  the  officers,  is  most 

and  powerful ;  and  the  various  expressions  of  confidence  and 
i,  exhibited  towards  him  by  the  convicts,  is  most  cheering  to 

;  then  ought  this  institution  to  be,  that  it  is  not;  and  how  wide- 
rent  from  that  in  Connecticut,  which  the  commissioners,  in 
ft  Report,  say,  "is  all  that  it  ought  not  to  be,  and  nothing  that 

tobe-" 

could  with  propriety  be  done  for  criminals  which  is  not  done 

irn.     They   are  from  necessity  temperate  and  frugal   in  their 

tey  are  busily  employed  in  some  useful  business,  from  morning 

t :  they  are  kept  in  perfect  subordination,  and  provided  richly 

»  means  of  knowledge  and  of  grace,  which  may  make  them  wise 

lion. 

bardly  necessary  to  add,  that  at  Auburn,  there  is  an  exclusion 

le  positive  evils  of  the  old  system,  which  arise  from  crowded 

oms,  evil  communication,  instruction  in  all  the  arts  of  pick- 

,  thieves,  incendiaries,  and  counterfeiters ;  and  above  all,  from 

lence  of  a  crime,  which  is  not  fit  to  be  named  among  Christians. 
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This  Society  shall  be  eaHed  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 
It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
cms. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  effecting  the 
f  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies,  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
iperate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in  the 
ide  of  this  Constitution. 

Any  Society  having  the  same  object  in  view,  which  shall  become  Auxili- 
and  shall  contribute  to  its  funds,  shall  thereby  secure  for  the  Prisons  in 
where  such  Society  is  located,  special  attention  from  this  Society. 
Each  subscriber  of  two  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 
Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for  Life. 
Each  subscriber  of  ten  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Director. 
Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
crease  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director 

The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  as  many  Vice  Presidents 
deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen  annually, 
d  of  Managers,  whose  doty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
rhis  Board  shall  consist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of  whom  nine 

in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  One  fourth 
whole  number,  in  the  order  of  appointment,  shall  go  out  of  office,  at  the 
of  each  year,  but  shall  be  re-eligible. 

Qnister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  entitled 
d  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

lagers  shall  call  special  meetinra  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacancies  as 
,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  their  own  Board. 

The  President,  Vice  Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary  shall  be,  ex 
nbers  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote,  at  all  meetings  of  the  Board 
•s. 

The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
ceeding  the  General  Election,  when  besides  choosing  the  officers  as 
t  the  ninth  Article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  and 
lings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

The  Managers  shall  meet,  once  in  two  months,  or  oftener  if  necessary, 
ce,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  as  they  shall  appoint. 

At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President,  or 
ice  the  Vice  President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the  absence  of 
nt  and  of  all  the  Vice  Presidents,  such  member  as  shall  be  appointed  for 
e,  shall  preside. 

The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or  in  the 
the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings  of 

The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman. 
The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  as  have 
isenual  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Directors  for 

No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution  except  by  the  Society, 
1  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
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APPENDIX. 


EXTRACT  FROM  GOV.  LINCOLN'S  MESSAGE,  JAN.  1826. 


;  interesting  subject  of  State  Prison  concerns,  demands  your  earnest  attention, 
anual  report  of  the  Directors  shows,  the  economical  and  successful  manage- 
of  me  pecuniary  and  business  affairs  of  the  institution.  The  receipts  from  the 
of  the  convicts  have  yielded  the  unlooked  for  result  of  ten  thousand  and  fifty- 
oflors,  and  thirty-two  cents,  beyond  all  the  expenses  which  are  a  charge  upon 
tebfiahment  for  the  year  ending  on  the  80th  of  September  last  To  mis  may 
ied  the  sum  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and 
f-secen  cents,  the  balance  from  the  accounts  of  the  preceding  year  for  the  earn- 
if  the  convicts  over  and  above  the  expenses  of  that  year,  making  an  aggregate 
rteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -nine  dollars  and  nineteen  cents,  of 
,  by  the  Prison  to  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  quar- 
But  there  is  a  melancholy  reverse  to  the  picture.  There  is  much  reason  to 
ne,  that,  as  a  Penitentiary,  the  system  is  utterly  ineffectual  to  purposes  of  reform 
tendment.  Indeed,  in  nothing  else  than  as  a  place  of  personal  labor  and  re- 
tt,  is  it  a  place  of  terror  or  punishment.  The  report  of  the  Directors  distinctly 
i  to  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  and  the  want  of  apartments  for  the  separate 
Dement  of  the  convicts,  as  a  continued  source  of  infinite  moral  evil.  So  few 
St  number  of  cells,  that  in  many  of  them  from  four  to  sixteen  convicts  are  lock- 
gether  by  night  In,  emphatically,  these  committee  rooms  of  mischief,  the 
:  schemes  of  profligacy  are  devised,  and  the  grossest  acts  of  depravity  are  per- 
ted.  Confederacies  and  combinations  are  here  formed,  by  the  practised  ve te- 
nth the  noviciate  in  crime,  and  to  complete  the  infamy  of  the  association,  a 
bie  offence  is  here  committed  between  wretches,  who  are  alike  destitute  of 
1  sentiment,  and  without  the  reach  of  physical  restraint  Nature  and  humanity 
aloud  for  redemption  from  this  dreadful  degradation.  Better,  even,  that  the 
were  written  in  blood,  than  that  they  should  be  executed  in  sin ! 
hsequent  to  the  autumnal  visitation  and  inspection  of  the  Prison  by  the  Execu- 
much  public  feeling  was  excited  by  rumours  of  unusual  defects  in  the  character 
i  interior  discipline,  and  in  the  conduct  of  its  inmates,  and  some  of  the  subor- 
te  officers.  An  official  inquiry  on  the  subject  was  immediately  addressed  to  the 
cfsrs.  Their  full,  frank  and  explicit  answer  will  show  the  result  of  a  strict 
tiny  into  the  suggestions  which  were  made,  and  will  further  enforce  the  neces- 
rf  the  only  effectual  remedy  for  the  abuses  which  were  found  to  exist,  by  a  se- 
tioo  of  the  convicts  except  while  at  labor,  and  by  prohibiting  and  preventing 
k,  at  all  times,  from  private  communications  with  each  other,  the  Under-keepers, 
rseers,  or  strangers.  This  latter  regulation  is  indeed  within  the  present  authori- 
T  the  government  of  the  Prison,  but  it  would  be  utterly  idle  to  attempt  to  enforce 
>  any  salutary  end,  while  the  opportunities  for  intercourse  exist,  which  the  state 
e  cells  will  now  freely  allow. 

i  view  to  the  inevitable  conclusion  of  your  own  minds,  upon  the  papers  which 
be  submitted  to  you,  that  something  is  imperiously  required  to  be  done,  I  recom- 
d,  that  immediate  provision  be  made  for  the  erection,  as  soon  as  may  be,  in  the 
on  yard,  of  a  building,  with  sufficient  cells  for  the  separate  confinement  of  the 
cot  and  any  future  probable  number  of  convicts. — As  the  best  model  of  a  struc- 
of  this  description,  securing  the  most  entire  solitude  of  person,' with  an  effectual 
agement  for  detecting  the  slightest  attempt  at  correspondence,  by  conversation  ; 
Prison  at  Auburn,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  is  particularly  to  be  preferred.  A 
ch,  but  sufficiently  accurate  plan  of  this  edifice,  with  such  explanations  as  will 
fer  its  construction  perfectly  intelligible,  furnished  by  a  philanthropic  gentleman. 
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who  h't*  ta*'  h  f!fp  mituM  in  the  ffuoject ,  will  be  found  with  the  papers  which  an 
transmit  tz-H.  Tbf  whole  expen«e  of  the  proposed  building,  constructed,  as  it  should 
I*,  of  tjritiammerr'fl  »tone»  may  be  estimated  not  to  exceed  thirty-five  thousand  dol- 
lar*. To  futft  t)ii«,  the  present  balance  due  from  the  Prison  to  the  Commonwealth, 
of  almost  fourteen  thousand  dollar',  may  be  made  applicable,  to  which  may  be  added 
flu*  *\ht\\\c.  labor  of  a  portion  of  the  convict*  upon  the  building,  the  next  season,  or 
tliirir  framing*.  If  otherwise,  employed,  which,  with  less  of  success  than  the  last  year, 
may  )*i  l»e  relied  upon,  for  making  up  the  sum  to  twenty  thousand  dollars : — and 
for  the  residue,  a  grant  must  be  had  from  the  Treasury,  which  the  future  earnings  of 
flu-  J'rifton  may  l»e  held  pledged  to  replace.  This  grant,  however,  will  be  expedient, 
In  the  firnt  instance,  from  the  consideration  that  the  Prison  balance  results  altogetb- 
rr,  or  in  a  great  pari,  from  stock  on  hand,  which  may  not  be  converted  into  money 
In  •iifllr.lent  time  for  the  disbursements,  which  will  be  required  by  economy  in  the 
work. 

No  apology  con  l>e  necessary  for  the  particularity  with  which  I  have  called  your 
attention  to  a  subject,  which  is  of  such  high  concern  to  religion  and  morals,  to  the 
character  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  duties  of  its  law-givers. 


REPORT   OF   THE    COMMITTER    OF   THE     MASSACHUSETTS     LEGISLATURE, 

FEBRUARY,    1826. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Statement  of  the  Warden  of  the  Stale 
Prison,  made  In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  Jam 
18,  IH2A,  huvlng  attended  the  duties  assigned  them,  ask  leave  respectfully  to  Report: 

Thai  they  have  carefully  examined  the  Statement  made  by  the  Warden,  of  the  ex- 
Atndliure*  of  the  Institution,  for  pay  and  salaries  of  officers,  per  centage,  &c.  and 
the  whole  amount  for  the  ten  years  lastpast,  is  091,715  75,  together  with  $  14,19 
47 ;  a  per  centum  paid  to  one  of  the  officers  in  the  stone  department. 

In  the  hc veral  expenditures  of  the  Prison,  your  Committee  see  little  that  b  incon- 
sistent with  the  most  rigid  economy,  except  in  the  amount  received  by  one  of  tin 
officer*,  Overseer  In  the  stone  department.  This  officer  receives  a  salary  from  thfl 
government  of  0354  per  annum.  In  addition  to  which,  he  received,  the  last  year, 
the  »um  of  $3002  25,  a*  commission  upon  the  sale  of  wrought  stone,  besides  an  ad* 
dltlomd  income  derived  from  contracts  made  on  his  own  account,  out  of  the  Prison. 
—Your  Committee  have  received  the  mo*t  satisfactory  evidence,  that  the  skill,  in- 
dustry, and  activity  of  the  Overseer  referred  to,  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  in- 
come ot  the  IM«on  during  the  past  year,  and  that  his  knowledge  of  the  business 
makes  it  doslruble  to  retain  him  in  that  department.  Yet  they  cannot  believe  H  ne- 
cessary or  expedient,  to  allow  to  an  under  officer  of  the  State  Prison,  a  yearly  h> 
eome  greater  than  any  other  officer  in  the  Commonwealth.  They  are  of  opxnfoa 
that  the  salary  of  thl<  officer,  should  not  only  be  diminished,  but  fix?d  to  a  sum  cer- 
tain. While  the  salary  of  this  officer  is  made  certain  and  limited,  voir  Committee 
think  it  advisable,  that  hi*  ditties  should  be  so  regulated  and  denned,  that  in  ths 
discharge  of  them,  he  should  not  interfere  with  those  which  are  appropriately  dele- 
gated to  the  Warden.  ltha<  appeared  to  your  Committee,  that  the  officer  leferrcd 
to,  ha*  considered  it  within  the  sco;»e  of  hit  authority  to  make  e&ntraet*  for  mam* 
factured  stone  This  duty  it  i<  believed,  i«  delegated  to  the  Warden.  And  there  fa 
manifestly  a  propriety  in  conmiinv  the  power  to  contract,  to  the  Warden :  inasmuch, 
as  he  is  the  only  officer  in  the  t*rison,  of  whom  the  government  has  required  bonds, 
for  the  tUithrul  administration  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  from  whom  it  exacts  i 
strict  acwunt  of  alt  the  pectuiiary  concerns  of  the  Institution.  It  would  seeam, 
therefore,  to  V  unjust  to  permit  one  officer,  to  exercise  an  authority,  which  migfai 
imohe  the  Prison  in  a  hvuty  jhk!  unnecessary  ev^aw,  and  hoM  "another  office! 
res^ousibl*  lor  thai  xery  act  J  which  he  cock!  neither  control  nor  prohibit. 

\our  Cotumuiee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Law?  which  already  exist,  (if  piopeirj 
understood.)  wouM  sitf&ctearhr  explain  the  relative  duties  of  each  of  the  officers  ■ 
the  IVtsoau 

Hy  the  law  of  June  ?X  ISU.  the  Yhrettor*  ire  empower**!  to  make,  ordain  ani 
estaNsh  rule-*.  Xc  !or  the  purchase  oi'axac^riiK  Ste.  and  tor  the  sale  of  articles  man 
ulUcturvd  a1,  lb*  »\ihou.  bN  ihc  statute  ot  June  I*.  1*13.  it  b  m*i*  the  dntr  of  thi 
w  jrden.  w*\h  the  w«w*et  v»f  the  I'Hrrctors.  to  make  all  eonfracrs  flee  the  supper  • 
ar ovte*  of  food  or  tfianutbcvure.  \tk!  there  »  no  statu**  which  a***or*«e»  the  Dtree 
Wi^  to  eotfeMwr  jay  person  to  xj've  coucne**  in  rviitjon  to  the  PVtsen.  It  b  thl 
w  inkft*  duty  to  njJte  contract*.  *f  t5»os*e  contracts  >e  jrweSi^fd  by  the  Dinnwi 
If  your  Oreututtve  are  cvrree*  in  their  vvixhswatk  k  wouM  ijBowl  that  tfee  officei 
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mil  it  the  head  of  the  stone  department,  has  not  authority,  and  cannot  derive 
ho  the  Directors  any  authority  to  make  contracts,  or  in  any  way  to  interfere  with 
feipnof  the  Warden'*  duty. 

b  the  examination  to  which  your  Committee  have  attended,  it  has  appeared  to 
tea,  tot  the  salary  which  several  of  the  under  officers  now  receive,  is  inadequate 
nitir support,  and  i.s  not  a  sufficient  compensation  for  their  arduous  duties. 

Tiw  Committee  would  therefore  recommend,  that  the  salary  of  the  principal  Keep- 
ffbt  ratal  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  salary  of  the  Turnkeys,  and  Overseers, 
fir;  Aolkr»  each,  in  addition  to  their  present  pay.  It  will  be  perceived,  that  by  re- 
txingihe  present  receipts  of  the  Overseer  of  the  stone  deportment,  to  soimMhing 
far  i  reasonable  compensation,  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  can  be  obtained 
fcoathi*  reduction  of  hi<*  salary  to  meet  the  increase  of  salaries  thin  propose,!. 

It  appealed  that  from  *ix  to  sixteen  of  the  convict**  were  lodged  in  one  room,  thai 
they  «re  permitted  occasionally  the  iue  of  musical  instrument*,  with  lights  in  their 
fOMb.*.  That  their  rooms  or  cells  are  so  constructed,  that  the  Keepers  cannot  in- 
sect them  at  nis^ht,  without  giving  to  the  prisoners  such  notice  of  their  approach, 
iai  lbey  have  ample  opportunity,  to  conceal  from  them  their  employment,  of  w hat- 
em  niTure  it  may  then  be.  That  cards  have  been  conveyed  to  the  prisoners — and 
icubhtrof  park*,  have,  at  different  times,  been  found  concealed  in  their  cells. 
Tlit  ardent  spirits  have  been  conveyed  over  the  wall*  to  the  prisoners,  and  though 
■  i?  of'i-ntnnes  discovered  and  seized  by  the  officers,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  some 
Rtfho?  the  convicts.  That  the  prisoners  have,  almost  all  of  them,  more  or  less 
■sbcy  in  the  hani*«  of  the  commissary,  earned  by  their  overstent  ;  which  money  is 
■bit ct  tu  tlieir  direction ;  and  is  frequently  expended  by  them  in  obtaining  solicit- 
•n  tu  procure  oar  don*,  &c.  &c. 

Here  they  catch  and  communicate  the  elements  of  every  crime ;  to  be  matured 
H  »hf  expiration  of  their  sentence,  by  practical  operations  upon  the  theories,  with 
whirr,  they  have  become  familiar  during  their  confinement. 

The  man  whose  principles  have  taen  formed  upon  the  benign  precepts  of  our  rc- 
Ipon.  ■brinks  back  from  an  habitual  intercourse  with  vice  and  shameless  effrontery, 
ht  when  the  pride  of  character  has  been  broken  down,  and  the  hope  of  regaining 
it  confidence  of  society  is  lo*t,  the  wretched  being  finds  no  society  so  consoling, 
•that  which  contemns  all  restraint,  and  is  deeply  ingrained  with  the  lessons  of  de- 
fnriry.  He  would  seek  such  society  as  a  comfort ;  therefore  to  be  condemned  to 
l  is  do  punishment. 

lithe  convict  who  is  sentenced  to  the  State  Prison,  have  any  spark  of  virtue  left 
when  be  enters  its  walls,  he  will  soon  learn  to  forget  the  distinction  betweeu  virtue 
ud  rice,  and  assimilate  himself  to  his  companions. 

U  be  be  the  hardened  profligate,  he  goes  to  his  own  place.  What  purposes  then 
•ft  Penitentiary,  are  answered  by  this  institution  ? 

Veur  Committee,  while  they  are  satisfied  that  the  discipline  of  the  Prison  is  rad- 
nSy  defective,  do  not  believe  that  the  blame  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  nfieers  in- 
ti«ted  with  its  management. — The  defect  arises  from  the  system  pursued  : — ami  to 
produce  •  reformation,  it  must  be  renovated. 

To  tht*  end  your  Committee  recommend  that  measures  be  taken,  to  reorganize 
tfce  discipline  of  the  State  Prison,  upon  principles  that  shall  better  comport  with  the 
cad  proposed  in  its  establishment. 

Afl  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  Committee. 

THOMAS  J.  GOODWIN,  Chairman. 

EXTRACT   FROM   THE   STATE   LAW. 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.    In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  twenty  six. 

Ja  Act  for  the  erecting  of  another  building  within  the  limits  of  the  State  Prison  in  Cbarlectown  anJ 

fur  the  belter  government  thereof. 


w,  a  building  of  unhammered  stone  adapted  to  the  separate  confinement  of  three 
fcmdrtd  convict*  upon  such  plan  as  shall  be  first  approved  by  his  Excellency  the 
GoTcrnor  bv  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  and  that  it  shall  be  the 
■Jut  of  the"  Warden  of  said  State  Prison  to  prepare  the  plan,  make  the  necessary 
tom.-«i*,  and  personally  superintend  the  erection  and  completing  of  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  addition  to  the  money  now  in  the  namU 
cftht  Warden  of  said  Prison  or  which  may  accrue  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  be- 
ymd  the  amount  necessary  tor  defraying  the  current  expenses  of  said  Prison.  lUere 


e  advice  of  Council  be  uw 
yoflhi 

Common  wealth  for  tho  same,  in  such  sums  and  at  such  time*  ai  the  ami  may  bi 
required. 

Sec.  i.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  officer,  contractor,  teamster,  boat 
man,  truckman  or  wagoner  employed  in  or  about  the  said  State  Prison,  or  any  otba 
person,  shall  deliver  or  came  to  be  delivered,  or  have  in  hie  or  her  possesion  will 

intent  to  deliver  to  any  pe— J—  — ' '  — £ '-  -  :*   "~-~~ 

shall  deposit  or  conceal  In  an 

iiclc„_.^, 

, ;a  that  any  convict  therein  should  o 
without  the  knowledge  and  content  of  one  of  the  directors  or  the  Warden  of  sue 
Prison,  every  person  so  offending,  thill  be  liable  to  indictment  before  any  Court 
competent  to  try  the  mine,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  sentenced  to  confine- 
ment to  hard  labor  In  said  Prison,  or  to  confinement  in  the  County  Goal,  for  ■  tern 
not  exceeding  two  years,  or  be  fined  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  s 
the  discretion  of  die  Court  before  whom  such  conviction  shall  be  had. 

EXTRACT    FROM     GOVERNOR    WOLCOTT's    MESSAGE    TO   THE     LEGISLATURE    01 


"  A  reorganiiaiion  of  New  Gale  Prison  will  doubtless  occupy  vour  attention.  As  dw 
subject  It  already  under  the  consideration  of  s  Committee,  I  take  lie  liberty  to  refer,  lot 
many  interesting  details,  to  an  intelligent  Report,  which  was  made  to  Ibe  last  General  At 
aembly.    By  still  more  recent  communications,  it  it  rendered  apparent  that  there  are  bo 

few  subjects  upon  which  your  deliberate  reflections  can  be  bestowed,  with  higher  ad  vantages, 
to  the  hist  interests  of  the  people  than  10  s  proper  arrangement  end  system  of  discipline  a 
this  Prison. 

"  Experience  has  at  length  demonstrated,  that  with 
mutt  atlend  the  first  establishments,  the  eipenaes  of 

wiilnml  iulliriiiie.  unlets  lor  contumacy  within  the  Prison,  any  physical  or  mental  snBerina 
nflUrt  winii      '  lif.;,  nr  inijiFiir  tlie  eiercise  of  rational  facuhiea.    These  benein 

may  farther  l«  render eJ  «ini|H>iilile  with  in.  snsof  moral  and  religious  instruction,  and  wid 
itiiit  |>u!.l!.  in-.(1fi-ii(iri,  i-.im.ii  nitiir.ii  tin:  li . i  security  against  cruelty  and  oppression. 

"  It  cannot  Ik  m  lit.  -.i  -I.  |  rsiom  of  punishment,  will  change  the  bean 

ofconvsrLs.  iiiid  |>r<»  I li ■:<■  >mr.'iv  ,  r ■[■■■lii.",,,,  ■■■ . — but  it  will  protect  society,  during  ibe  period) 
i.i  whirl)  ili">  .it i  iluumei!  n  will  rlnprivp  offenders  of  the  power  of  transmitting  new  viaa 
i.)  iln-ii-  ti-!l.'«  iTuniimkand  nil!  iit  It-am  aliird  tbem  an  opportunity  lor  reflection,  by  incat 
(■alius  lialnl-.'il""ri!ri.  iiiiln.lrv  m n. I  Irmporsnce. 

"  It  ii  eminently  M  system  of  moral  discipline,  adapted  lo  republican  institutions.    It  ii 

i [Kiiilile  "iiti  li'iiiiiiiiiny.  jn.un;  and  ■.-n.nomy,  and  resembles  in  no  degree,  the  baatUa 

iin.l  Inn;.. .ii-  at  deep ■  jjiiirriimi-iit-.  ..,  ibe  gloomy  cells  of  wperstiiion,  where  men  art 

frequently  immured  for  Ibeir  very  virtues." 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  REPORT  OP  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  CON- 
NECTICUT LEGISLATURE,  HAY  1836. 
t  In  our  view  the  evidence  is  sueh  at  will  warrant  the  belief,  that  in  seme  of  our  Peniten- 
tiaries, if  not  in  all  in  which  the  convicts  are  placed  in  large  numbers  together  in  the  cells, 
the  crime  of  Sodomy  has  been  perpetrated  in  numerous  instances  with  entire  shamelcsson 
aud  notoriety.  If  that  unnatural  crime  is  ever  perpetrated,  we  should  look  for  its  commission 
among  men  shut  up  from  all  the  enjoyments  of  society  ;  among  hoary  beaded  convicts,  con- 
demned to  long  imprisonment,  and  whose  passions  and  principles  hove  been  corrupted  and 


ii  tnrelber  in  cells  which  are  not  subjected  to  official  inspectioi 


many  Pen 


"Tho  making  of  falae  keys  and  curious  implements  for  opening  houses  and  stores  it 
thoroughly  understood.  These  implements  and  kevs  of  most  curious  and  beautiful  work- 
manship we  have  seen,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say  mat  bars,  and  bolls,  and  locks,  ought  not  to 
be  considered  as  any  security  against  these  instruments  in  the  hands  of  a  well  instructed 


a  regular  and  systematic 
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abery  and  murder  of  the  late  Mr.  Gould,  of  Stoneham,  was  concerted  in  the  shoo 
it  Prison. 

Sorts  are  spared  to  render  the  young  convict  unprincipled  and  profligate ;  be  is 
believe  thai  society  has  cast  him  off,  and  shut  him  out  from  all  the  enjoyments  of 
bis  wrongfully — that  this  is  accomplished  by  the  wealthy  and  powerful,  who  have 
iged  war  against  the  rights  of  the  poor ;  and  be  is  made  to  feel  that  society,  having 
n,  he  has  a  natural  right  to  revenge  upon  it.  In  these  cells  these  topics  have  been 
tly  discussed,  and  these  principles  so  fullv  inculcated,  that  they  have,  when  accom- 
f  the  actual  hardships  and  sufferings  of  his  condition,  produced  in  the  breast  of  the 
e  most  deeply  rooted  hostility. 

lauecessary  tor  us  to  remark  that  on  men  cherishing  these  principles  and  feelings, 
si  must  mil  of  its  effect— every  new  infliction  is  considered  as  a  new  injury  to  be 
avenged.  In  all  these  inquiries,  the  committee  have  uniformly  found  an  entire 
ce  of  opinion  among  all  persons  connected  with  the  prison  government.  They  have, 
cception,  urged  the  necessity  of  separate  night  rooms,  and  deprecated  the  shocking 
I  consequence  of  placing  prisoners  together;  they  have  urged  it  as  a  measure  of 
as  well  as  a  means  of  reformation,  and  have  treated  as  chimerical,  every  idea  of 
m  in  the  convict,  while  this  reprehensible  practice  is  pursued. 
eeted  with  this  consideration  is  another  fact  of  deep  interest.  From  the  best  estimates 
iake.  but  which  we  do  not  claim  to  be  accurate,  we  suppose  that  there  are  at  large 
n  6,000  persons  who  have  been  convicts  in  our  Penitentiaries,  and  who  with  these 
d  principles  are  roaming  over  the  country  and  are  frequently  presenting  themselves 
yment  in  our  families,  our  manufactories,  or  on  board  our  vessels, 
mve  thought  it  right  again  to  present  this  subject  to  the  Legislature,  as  important  in 
d  although  alluded  to  in  our  former  Report,  yet  that  paper  is  probably  in  the  bands 
w  of  the  members  of  the  present  Legislature.  We  cannot  therefore  but  feel  that  the 
m  of  the  last  Legislature,  contained  in  the  resolution  under  which  we  act,"  that  it  is 
;  that  buildings  should  be  constructed  for  New  Gate  Prison  containing  such  a  num- 
Ds  that  each  prisoner  may  be  subjected  to  solitary  confinement,  at  least  during  the 
of  labour,"  is  one,  which  will  receive  the  assent  of  every  man  who  will  yield  his 
so  the  facts, 

► the  plan  of  the  buildings  proposed  to  be  erected,  we  are  fortunately  presented  with 
i  Auburn  Prison  in  the  State  of  New- York,  which  has  stood  the  test  of  experience, 
on  has  so  entirely  answered  the  views  of  its  projectors,  that  the  Legislature  of  that 
e  ordered  the  erection  of  another  Prison  on  nearly  the  same  plan  at  Sing  Sing,  near 
river ;  and  have  decided  to  abandon  the  State  Prison  in  the  city  of  New- York,  on 
i  been  expended  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
tseus  have  also  at  their  last  session  passed  a  law  authorising  the  erection  of  a  new 
,  the  same  plan ;  although  within  a  few  years,  very  large  sums  of  money  have  been 
in  the  construction  ot  their  present  buildings.  On  this  subject,  therefore,  we  fee) 
authorised  to  say  with  confidence,  that  the  plan  of  the  Auburn  Prison  should  in  its 
features  be  followed  as  a  model." 


providing  for  the  erection  of  anew  Prison  at  Weathersfield,  on  the  Auburn  plan, 
ng  an  appropriation  of  25,000  dollars  for  the  purpose,  was  passed  by  the  Legislature 
1826.  

t  from  gov.  Clinton's  speech,  at  the  opening  of  the  last 

new-york  legislature. 

■  for  Juvenile  Delinquents. — The  best  penitentiary  institution  which  has  ever  been 
y  the  wit,  and  established  by  the  beneficence  of  man.  is,  in  all  probability,  the  house 
in  the  city  of  New- York,  for  the  reformation  of  juvenile  delinquents.  It  takes  cogniz- 
ce  in  its  embryo  state,  and  redeems  from  ruin  and  sends  forth  for  usefulness,  those  de- 
d  onfortunatejrouth,  who  are  sometime*  in  a  derelict  state,  sometimes  without  subsis- 
I  at  all  times  without  friends  to  guide  them  in  the  paths  of  virtue.  The  tendency  of  this 
rity  is  preventive  as  well  as  remedial,  and  during  the  short  period  of  its  existence,  its 
tower  has  been  felt  and  acknowledged  in  the  haunts  of  vice  and  the  diminution  of  our 
voceedimrs.  1  cannot  recommend  its  further  encouragement  in  language  loo  empha- 
Jo  believe  if  this  asylum  were  extended  so  as  to  comprehend  juvenile  delinquents  from 
f  the  State,  that  the  same  preserving,  reclaiming  and  reforming  effects  would  be  cor- 
itly  experienced.  

JUVENILE  DELINQUENTS  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 

ras  passed  by  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  during  the  winter  session  1826,  giving 
Council  of  Boston,  authority  to  send  Juvenile  Delinquents,  who  have  been  sent  under 
•r  to  the  State  Prison,  to  such  place  as  they  should  provide,  at  South  Boston,  that 
it  he  saved  from  the  corrupting  influence  of  old  convicts,  in  the  State  Prison.  The 
acil,  under  this  law,  is  making  preparations  for  this  class  of  offenders,  and  has 
led  £3,500  to  be  expended  for  their  benefit  at  South  Boston. 
lass  of  miserable  beings  are,  also,  exciting  much  attention  in  Philadelphia,  and 
aeasures  are  in  progress  to  establish  an  institution,  in  that  city,  similar  to  the  House 
;  in  New- York,  which  Gov.  Clinton  so  highly  commends  in  his  message. 
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EXTRACTS   FROM   MR.  THOMPSON'S  SPBRCfl  TO  TOR   HOfJSK    OP   HKMlaV 
SENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  JAN.  1826. 

"  In  the  District,  on  the  south  side  of  the  River,  there  are  above  thirty  crimes  panitbed  by 
the  dreadful  penalty  of  death  ;  and  oo  this  side  of  the  River,  there  are  above  fourteen  tar 
which  the  same  punishment  is  provided.  It  is  unnecessary  for  mm  to  recite  tbe  whole  of 
these  bloody  enactment*,  ft  will  be  sufficient  to  mention  two  or  dure,  to  illustrate  the  spirit 
of  the  whole  code.  Feloniously  breaking  and  entering;  a  store  or  warehouse,  by  day  or  by 
night,  and  stealing  there  to  the  amount  of  font*  doMars ;  breaking  out  of  prison,  iftbe  prisoner 
were  confined  under  the  charge  of  a  capital  felony,  whether  be  ware  goilty  of  that  felony 
er  not ;  a  slave,  preparing  or  administering  any  mtmctn*>  with  ifl  intent,  or  attended  with  any 
bad  consequences ;  maliciously  burning  tmv  boose,  whether  it  be  a  mansion  house,  or  what- 
ever may  be  its  use.  On  this  side  of  the  River,  breaking  and  entering  a  ware-house,  store- 
house, or  tobacco-house,  and  there  stealing  to  the  value  of  five  shillings,  is  punished  with  death. 
Thus,  oo  the  one  side  of  tbe  River,  the  nfe  of  a  man  is  valued  at  tour  dollars,  while  on  the 
ether,  the  law  fixes  its  price  nt  but  five  shillings.  But  the  most  horrid  of  all  tbe  bloody 
denunciations  of  the  law  here,  is,  the  judgment  which  it  requires  to  be  pronounced  on  a 
slave,  convicted  on  petit  treason,  murder,  or  arson.  It  requires  that  he  should  be  banged, 
his  head  cut  off,  and  his  body  divided  into  quarters,  and  his  head  and  quarters  set  op  in  the 
most  public  places  of  the  District  Future  generations  will  scarcely  believe  that  in  this 
enlightened  age,  after  tbe  District  bad  been  under  tbe  exclusive  government  of  tbe  United 
States  for  thirty-five  yean,  its  laws  would  tolerate  such  a  dreadful  spectacle.  What  will  they 
say  when  tbey  are  informed  that  the  law  not  only  tolerates  but  commands  it  ?  How  should 
we  feel  reproved  for  our  supineness,  in  legislating  for  this  District,  if,  unfortunately,  a  poor 
slave  should  be  convicted  of  murder  or  arson,  and  we  should  be  compelled  to  witness  the 
execution  of  the  dreadful  penalty,  by  seeing  the  bleeding  and  mangled  quarters  of  tbe  unhappy 
malefactor,  exposed  on  the  public  avenues  of  the  chy. 

"  The  Prison  of  this  city,  for  every  purpose  of  health  and  comfort  necessary  to  tbe  existence 
of  human  beings,  is.  perhaps,  the  worst  on  this  whole  continent.  The  expression  is  strong, 
but  he  had  not  used  it  wi;nout  duly  considering  its  full  import.  Here,  just  under  tbe  eye  of 
Congress,  not  half  a  mile  from  tbe  Hall  in  which  we  legislate,  we  have  the  worst  Prison  on 
this  side  the  Atlantic.  The  building  is  divided  by  a  passage,  which  runs  directly  through 
tbe  middle,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  on  each  side  of  which  are  eight  cells.  Under  each  of 
these  cells  is  an  arched  sewer ;  ,and  in  the  corner  of  each  cell,  which  is  8  feet  square,  a  hois 
.is  cut  through  the  brick  pavement  into  the  sewer,  which  is  used  for  purposes  he  would  not 
here  name.  • 

*'  In  these  16  cells,  the  Marshal  has  freooently  been' compelled  to  confine  70  and  sometimes 
80  individuals ;  70  or  80  persons  confined  in  this  abominable  place,  and,  among  these,  mnny 
innocent  individuals,  against  whom  no  bill  was  afterwards  found ;  and  these  not  imprisoned 
for  an  hour,  for  a  day,  but  for  mouths.  Nay,  it  sometimes  occurs  that  witnesses,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  their  attendance,  have  been  confined  in  the  same  cells  with  the  very  criminals 
against  whom  they  arc  required  to  give  evidence." 

"  In  the  begiuning  of  last  winter,  one  of  the  cells  was  condemned  as  wholly  unfit  for  use, 
one  was  vacant,  and  three  occupied  as  lumber  rooms ;  eleven  only  were  used.  In  these 
eleven  cells  were  confined  day  and  night,  without  being  permitted  to  leave  them  at  all,  44 
persons,  among  whom  were  5  women  and  4  children.  Two  of  these  were  detained  as  wit- 
nesses against  a  defendant,  who  was  discharged  at  the  court,  no  bill  being  found  against  him. 
In  one  of  these  cells  were  confined  at  that  time  7  persons-— 3  women  and  4  children.  Tbe 
children  were  confined  under  a  strange  system  o\  law  in  this  District ;  by  which  a  colored 
person,  who  alleges  be  is  free,  and  appeals  to  the  tribunals  of  tbe  country  to  have  the  matter 
tried,  is  committed  to  Prison  till  the  decision  takes  place.  Tbey  were  almost  naked  ;  one  of 
them  was  sick,  lying  on  tbe  damp  brick  floor,  without  bed,  pillow,  or  covering.  Iu  this 
abominable  cell,  these  7  human  Doings  were  confined,  day  by  day,  and  night  after  night, 
without  a  bed,  chair,  or  stool,  or  any  other  of  tbe  most  common  necessaries  of  life  ;  compelled 
to  sleep  on  the  damp  floor  without  any  covering  but  a  few  dirty  blankets.  The  prisoners  in 
the  other  cells  were  in  no  better  condition.  I  forbear  to  describe  more  minutely  the  unclean- 
liness  of  this  abominable  place. 

"  I  am  sorry  that  1  have  been  compelled  to  state  these  facts,  and  to  say.  that  in  this  city, 
and  almost  in  the  very  presence  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  such  a  Prison  exists. 
1  have  not  exaggerated  its  horrors— the  description  falls  short  of  the  reality/' 


REFORM  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

A  bill  was  passed  by  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  near  the  close 
of  the  session,  appropriating  55000  to  repair  the  Jail  in  Washington,  #10,000  to  build  a  Jail 
in  Alexandria,  and  £40,000  to  build  a  Penitentiary  in  Washington,  containing  160  separate 
cells,  on  such  plan  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  approve. 
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CONSTITUTION 


or  THE 


prison  BlatipUnt  SocUtj?. 


An.  1.  This  Society  shall  bo  called  the  Prisov  Discipline  Sociitt. 

Ait.  9.  It  shall  be  the  esjetf  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
PoUk  Prisons. 

An*.  3.  It  shall  be.  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  effecting  the 
formation  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  co-operate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in 
the  second  article  of  this  Constitution. 

Ait.  4.  Any  Society,  having  the  some  object  in  view,  which  shall  become 
smiiliary  to  this,  and  shall  contribute  to  its  funds,  shall  thereby  secure  for  the 
Prisons,  in  the  State  where  such  Society  is  located,  special  attention  from  this 


A*t.  5.  Each  subscriber  of  two  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

An.  6.  Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  fbr 
Life. 

Aav.  7.  Each  subscriber  of  ten  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Director, 

Asr.  8.  Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
psysjsnt  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  bo  a 
Director  for  Life. 

An.  9.  The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be,  a  President,  si  many  Vice-Presi- 
dents as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen 
assMsJly,  and  a  Board  of  Managers,  whoso  duty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  the  business 
of  the  Hociety.  This  Board  snail  consist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of 
vsssn  nine  shall  reside  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  five  snail  constitute  a  auorum. 
Gas  fiiarth  part  of  the  whole  number,  in  the  order  of  appointment,  shall  go  out 
of  ofior  at  toe  expiration  of  each  year,  but  shall  be  re-eligible. 

Every  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  entitled 
to  meet  and  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Managers  shall  call  special  meetings  of  tne  Society,  and  fill  such  vacancies 
at  may  occur,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  their  own  Board. 

Aav.  10.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
«i  officio,  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Aav.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

A st.  13.  The  annual  meetings  of.  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
Friday  succeeding  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as 
SMctfied  in  the  ninth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented, 
ud  ihi  proceedings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

A*  r.  iX  The  Managers  shall  meet,  once  in  two  months,  or  oftener  if  neces- 
ar/.  at  *uch  placa,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  as  they  shall  appoint. 

Abt.  14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
er,  in  his  absence,  tlie  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  such  member  as  shall  be 
appointed  lbs  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

Abt.  15.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or,  in  the 
Vw-acc  of  the  Secretory,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings 
if  the  Board. 

Art.  16.  The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

Art.  17.  The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  as 
foe  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Direc- 
tors for  Life.  t      L    a 

Arr.  18.  So  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution  oxcopt  by  the  So- 
eaty,  at  an  tin***1  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Second  Annual  Meeting,  in  the  Vestry  of  Hanover 
Church,  Boston,  on  Friday,  June  1,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Rev.  William  Jenks,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society, 
took  the  chair,  and,  at  his  request,  the  Rev.  Eli  Birchard  addressed  the 
Throne  of  Grace. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Asa  Ward,  read  his  Report,  and  the  certificate  of 
its  correctness  by  the  Auditors,  Mr.  William  G.  Lambert,  and  Henry 
Hill,  Esq. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  elected,  and  the  Society 
adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Church  at  4  o'clock,  to  hear  the  Report  of  the 
Managers,  and  Addresses. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.  Jeremiah  Evarts,  Esq. 
took  the  chair,  and,  at  his  request,  the  Rev.  Howard  Malcolm  addressed 
the  Throne  of  Grace.  * 

The  Report  of  the  Managers  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Lewis  Tappan,  Esq.  seconded  by  Hon.  Samuel  M.  Hopkins, 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read  be  accepted,  and  referred 
to  the  Managere  to  be  published. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Daniel  Sharp,  seconded  by  Jeremiah  Evarts,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  which  this  object  has  received  from  the  Chief 
Magistrates  and  Legislatures  of  several  States  is  a  source  of  great  gratification 
ana  encouragement  to  all  the  friends  of  the  Society,  and  demands  tneir  special 
gratitude  to  tne  Saviour  of  the  world. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Edward  Beecher,  seconded  by  Rev.  Howard  Malcolm, 

Resolved,  That  the  success  which  has  thus  far  attended  tho  Society's  efforts, 
demands  our  fervent  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  and  affords  the  same  evidence 
as  the  success  of  all  benevolent  Societies,  that  this  is  an  age  in  which  the  feeble 
efforts  of  man  for  the  improvement  of  the  world  will  be  attended  by  the  power  of 
God. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Warren  Fay,  seconded  by  Rev.  B.  B.  Wisner 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  this  Society  is  ono  which  commends  itself  to  the 
attention  of  the  churches  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  an  object  of  Prater,  be- 
cause the  wisdom  and  power  of  God  alone  are  sufficient  for  its  accomplishment ; 
and,  as  these  are  given  liberally  in  answer  to  prayer,  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
the  objects  of  this  Society  should  be  more  frequently  and  more  earnestly  remem- 
bered at  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Asa  Rand,  seconded  by  Rev.  John  W.  Ellisgwood, 

Resolved,  That  tho  measures  adopted  by  this  Society  for  introducing  the 
means  of  grace  more  systematically  and  thoroughly  in  Prisons,  are  worthy  to  be 
sustained  and  greatly  extended  bv  the  approbation  and  patronage  of  the  churches 
at  large ;  because  the  church  is  required  by  the  authority  of  the  Saviour  to 
"preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature." 

Addresses  most  animating  to  the  officers  and  friends  of  the  Society 
were  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  others.  We  are  authorized  to 
say,  that  the  address  of  Mr.  Hopkins  will  be  published  in  a  pamphlet. 
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The  Managers  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  continued  smiles 
at  Providence.  Enough  has  occurred,  during  the  year,  to  convince 
as  of  the  favour  with  which  the  object  of  this  Society  is  regarded  by 
the  Almighty.  The  arrangements  of  God  have  been  such,  in  regard 
to  it,  as  to  excite  continual  gratitude  and  hope  :  so  that,  if  we  had  op- 
position to  meet,  we  should  not  be  disheartened  ;  but  opposition  we 
We  none.  Most  heartily,  therefore,  do  we  offer  praise  for  the  mer- 
ciful allotments  of  the  year,  and,  for  the  future,  commit  our  ways  to  the 
same  Providence,  which  has  thus  far  guided  our  steps. 

We  had  written  this  acknowledgment  of  gratitude  to  God,  and 
were  just  ready  to  enter  upon  a  new  year,  without  any  providential 
dispensation,  in  regard  to  the  Society,  of  a  different  character  from 
those  already  described.  But  on  Saturday  last  the  Hon.  William 
Phillips,  First  Vice  President  of  the  Society,  died.  Before  this 
Society  was  formed,  when  it  was  generally  supposed,  that  there  could 
be-  no  necessity  for  such  a  Society  in  this  country,  he  was  first  to  give 
iii>  name  and  patronage,  that  an  examination  might  be  made.  After 
it  had  been  ascertained,  that  great  evils  existed  in  Prisons,  and  that 
combined  efforts  must  be  made  to  correct  them,  he  was  among  the 
first  to  sanction  the  existence  of  a  Society,  and  to  give  his  name  and 
liberal  patronage  to  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  its  object.  From  that 
time  till  the  present,  he  has  watched  its  progress,  and  has  not  failed 
t»  extend  to  it  his  cheering  approbation.  What  is  said  of  him,  in 
r^jard  to  this  Society,  is  true  in  regard  to  almost  all  others  of  a  similar 
character.  His  name  was  generally  first,  his  subscription  largest,  and 
zfe  patient  continuance  in  well  doing  was  as  remarkable  as  the  extent 
«f  his  means  and  his  cautious  and  judicious  selection  of  the  objects  of 
his  charity.  In  all  these  respects,  he  was  so  greatly  useful,  that  our 
heart*  sicken  within  us  at  the  remembrance  of  his  death.  But  we 
must  repress  our  grief,  for  he  has  gone  "to  receive  his  retoard."  We 
*ill  endeavour,  therefore,  to  forget  "  our  loss,"  and  think  of  "  his  gain ;" 
*e  will  be  grateful,  that  we  were  permitted  so  long  to  share  in  his 
munificence ;  we  will  pray  that  we  may  imitate  his  example ;  and  we 
vill  hope  to  meet  his  departed  spirit  in  Heaven,  where  there  is  no 
»>re  death ;  and  where  we  shall  unite  in  the  praise  of  Him,  who, 
u  though  he  was  rich,  became  poor,  that  we,  through  his  poverty,  might  be 
rick;"  saying,  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  an  I 
rides,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blessing." 
Hiring  this  noticed  the  death  of  our  departed  friend,  we  present, 
5» 
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I.     A  Review  of  the  Year. 

1.  First  Annual  Report: 

2.  Journeys  Performed: 

3.  Funds  Collected: 

4.  Funds  Appropriated : 

5.  Attention  of  Legislatures : 

6.  Valuable  Documents. 

1.  First  Annual  Report. — The  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  has  been  published  in  four  editions.  A  part  of  three  edi- 
tions have  been  purchased  by  the  Legislature  of  some  one  or  other  of 
the  United  States ;  500  copies  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts ; 
300  copies  by  the  Legislature  of  Maine ;  and  250  copies  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York.  The  remainder  have  been  distributed  in  North 
and  South  America,  and  in  Europe. 

2.  Journeys  Performed. — Journeys  have  been  performed  in  the  Nor- 
thern and  Middle  States,  amounting,  in  all,  to  nearly  3000  miles.  The 
object,  in  these  journeys,  has  been  to  visit  Prisons,  and  collect  facts ; 
to  excite  the  public  attention  to  the  object  of  the  Society,  and  collect 
funds  ;  to  raise  committees  in  the  Legislatures  of  different  States,  and 
lay  before  such  committees  and  other  members  the  facts  already  col- 
lected. 

3.  Funds  Collected. — Funds,  amounting  to  $2238  18,  have  been 
collected  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey.  In 
donations,  $914  62  :  in  annual  subscriptions,  $269  .00 :  in  life  sub- 
scriptions, $  750  00  :  in  books  for  the  Chaplain  at  Auburn,  $  120  00 : 
in  payment  for  the  First  Report,  from  the  Legislatures  of  Maine,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  New  York,  $  180  00  :  from  other  sources,  $  119  46. 
Total,  $2238  18. 

4.  Funds  Appropriated. — Funds  have  been  appropriated,  for  the 
salary,  travelling  expenses,  stationary,  and  postage  of  the  Secretary, 
$  1200  :  for  the  salary  of  the  Chaplain  at  Auburn,  $  533  34  :  for  reli- 
gious services  in  other  Prisons,  $  60  50  :  for  printing  four  editions  of 
the  First  Report,  $  559  75  :  for  copperplate  engraving,  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses,  $  86  22.  Total,  $  2430  79  :  leaving  a  balance 
against  the  Society,  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer,  of  $201  61. 

5.  Attention  of  Legislatures. — In  the  Legislatures  of  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  and  New  York,  Committees  on  Prisons  have 
been  raised ;  by  whose  attention  an  opportunity  has  been  afforded  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society  to  meet  many  members  of  the  Legislature 
in  each  of  the  States  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of  stating  such  facts, 
concerning  the  interior  of  Prisons,  as  have  been  disclosed  in  the  pro- 
gress of  our  investigations.  This  operation  has  led  to  important 
results. 

6.  Valuable  Documents. — Among  the  valuable  documents  published 
during  the  year  are  the  following : 

Annual  Report  of  the  State  Prison,  Thomaston,  Maine ;  by  Daniel 
Rose,  Keeper. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  on 
the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  accompanied  with  a  bill ;  by  Messrs. 
White,  Lelaxd,  and  Sumner. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  on 
County  Prisons,  accompanied  with  two  bills ;  one  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Prisons,  and  one  for  the  relief  of  Lunatics ;  George  Bliss, 
Chairman. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  pro- 
posing the  abandonment  of  Newgate,  and  the  building  of  a  new  Prison 
at  Weathersfield  ;  by  Martin  Wells. 

A  brief  account  of  the  New  York  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  together 
with  a  compendium  of  criminal  law  ;  by  6.  Powers,  Agent  and 
Keeper. 

Aunual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn, 
January,  1S27;  containing  an  account  of  the  reformation  of  52  con- 
victs who  have  been  discharged. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  and  report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture whether  any  abuses  had  existed  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  punish- 
ment ;  by  Samuel  M.  Hopkins  and  George  Tibbets. 

Notices  of  the  original  and  successive  efforts  to  improve  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  and  to  reform  the  criminal  code  of 
Pennsylvania ;  by  Roberts  Vaux. 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Buildings  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  on  the  Penitentiary  system  ;  by  Charles  Bulfincii,  Esq. 
Observations   on   Penitentiary  Discipline,  addressed  to   William 
Roscoe,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  Eng. ;  by  Stephen  Allen. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Re- 
formation of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

II.     Principal  Evils. 

1.  Bad  Officers: 

2.  Great  Expense: 

3.  A  Community  of  Villains: 

4.  Unrestrained  Intercourse: 

5.  Corrupt  Teachers: 

6.  Arts  of  Mischief: 

7.  Unnatural  Crime : 

8.  Combinations  against  Society: 

9.  Imprisonment  of  Youth  and  Children: 

10.  Imprisonment  of  Lunatics : 

11.  Mortality  in  the  Prisons  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia : 

12.  Causes  of  Crime: 

13.  Inattention  of  the  Christian  Community. 

1.  Bad  Officers. — In  the  Maine  Prison,  which  has  been  in  opera 
tion  only  three  years,  Dr.  Rose,  the  superintendent,  stated,  that  thre** 
or  four  cases  of  malepractice  had  already  occurred  among  the  assistant 
keepers ;  such  as  intemperance,  furnishing  forbidden  articles  to  con- 
victs, &c,  for  which  they  had  been  discharged. 

In  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  Mr.  Pilshury,  the  former  superin- 
tendent, mentioned,  as  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the  Penitentiary 
system,  the  insubordination  occasioned  by  the  frequent  changes  among 
the  assistant  keepers,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  men  of  proper 


«>6  PRISOX    DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY.  8 

character  for  the  compensation  allowed  them.  Escapes  have  been 
effected  in  that  Prison,  either  through  the  negligence  or  connivance  of 
assistant  keepers,  and  improper  familiarity  has  been  contracted  between 
them  and  the  convicts. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  a  keeper  was  detected,  three  times  in 
succession,  by  Mr.  Solev,  one  of  the  Directors*  in  furnishing  bills  to 
be  altered,  and  materials  to  alter  them,  to  a  convict  A  warrant  was 
issued  for  him  ;  but  he  made  his  escape.  Another  keeper  was  dis- 
charged soon  after,  on  suspicion  of  improper  conduct ;  and  in  a  com- 
munication, made  by  the  Directors  to  the  Governor,  in  the  autumn  of 
1825,  and  by  him  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  several  other  cases  are 
mentioned  of  malepractice  by  contractors  and  assistant  keepers,  and 
discharge  for  the  same. 

In  Newgate,  the  Old  Prison  in  Granby,  Conn.,  there  has  been  great 
complaint  on  this  ground. 

Thomas  Eddy,  of  New  York,  in  a  pamphlet  on  Prison  Discipline, 
mentions  a  case,  in  which  a  number  of  desperate  villains,  in  one  room, 
within  the  walls  of  a  Prison,  were  engaged  in  the  business  of  counter- 
feit money,  and  were  enabled  to  prosecute  it  by  the  connivance  and 
assistance  of  a  keeper. 

Even  in  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  which  is  in  many  respects  so  worthy 
4>f  commendation,  the  Commissioners  mention,  in  a  late  Report  to  the 
Legislature,  that  "  one  Terrence  Heeney,  who  was  never  fit  for  the 
trust  of  a  guard,  was  three  times  appointed  to  that  place,  and  three 
times  removed  for  misconduct'9  They  also  say,  that  "  several  other 
cases  have  been  proved  of  the  appointment  of  incompetent  or  unfit 
men ;  but,  in  general,  they  were  removed  as  soon  as  their  unfitness 
became  known." 

Mr.  Lyndh,  the  superintendent  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  speaks 
of  the  character  required  in  this  situation  as  peculiar :  viz.  equanimi- 
ty, quick  discernment  of  character,  impartiality,  resolution,  vigilance, 
promptitude,  besides  honesty  and  temperance,  and,  more  than  all,  a 
nabit  of  seeing  much  and  saying  little.  He  has  not  been  without  his 
difficulties  in  getting  the  right  men.  He  mentions  a  case,  in  which 
an  assistant  keeper  at  Auburn  was  detected  in  employing  convicts  to 
steal. for  him. 

Roberts  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "Original 
and  successive  Efforts  to  improve  the  Condition  of  Prisons,"  &c,  men- 
tions, that,  in  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  many  years  since,  "the 
keeper  had  been  a  long  time  connected  with  criminals,  under  circum- 
stances which  caused  him  to  be  suspected  of  a  more  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  depredations  committed  in  the  city,  than  comported  with 
that  unblemished  reputation,  which  ought  to  belong  to  such  an  officer." 

In  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  an  officer  was  understood  to  say,  that 
two  assistant  keepers  had  been  discharged  for  circulating  counterfeit 
money  for  convicts. 

2.  Great  Expense. — The  New  Hampshire  Prison  in  1819  cost  the 
State  $4,235  61.  The  average  number  c»r  prisoners  does  not  exceed 
70.  The  whole  annual  expense  for  food,  clothing,  and  bedding,  in  the 
Prison,  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1822,  was  $  19  52  per  man  :  i.  e. 
$  1,366  40,  for  70.  Salary  of  the  officers,  $  1,565,  and  board  of 
three  men,  say  $  100  each ;  making  a  sum  total  of  expenses  for  food, 


SECOND  REPORT 1827.  57 

thing,  bedding,  salary  of  the  officers  and  their  board,  of  $  2,931  40. 
r  what,  then,  was  the  remaining  expense  of  $  1,304  21  incurred  ? 
I  what  was  done  with  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts  ?  In 
15,  in  the  same  Prison,  the  gain  to  the  State,  from  the  labor  of  the 
le  number  of  convicts,  after  defraying  every  expense  of  food,  cloth- 
,  bedding,  salary  and  board  of  officers,  was  $5,340  61. 
in  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  the  total  expense  to  the  State  of  sup- 
rting  the  Prison  nine  years,  from  1814  to  1824,  was  $  78,328  4 -i. 
le  average  number  of  convicts  was  303.  During  the  last  three 
its,  the  total  income,  after  defraying  every  expense,  has  exceedevl 
20,000.  And,  even  during  the  latter  period,  it  was  ascertained,  by 
Committee  of  the  Legislature;  and  so  published  in  their  Report,  that 
e  of  the  assistant  keepers,  whose  nominal  salary  is  $  354,  received, 
addition,  in  one  year,  the  sum  of  $  3,002  25,  from  the  Prison  ;  u  u. 
arly  income  greater  than  that  of  any  officer  in  the  Commonwealth. " 
be  Report  containing  this  extraordinary  fact  is  signed  by  Thomas  I. 
oodwin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee.- 

In  the  Connecticut  Prison,  the  total  expense  to  the  State  of  support- 
g  the  Prison  from  1790  to  1826  was  $214,611  38.  The  number 
convicts  has  seldom  equalled  100.  The  expense  of  this  wretched 
rison  the  last  twelve  years,  the  average  number  of  prisoners  being 
«  than  100,  has  been  $  101,552  30.  In  1817,  18,  and  19,  the 
erage  expense  was  $  12,192  50,  annually.  At  this  rate,  if  the 
unber  of  prisoners  had  been  equal  to  the  number  in  Massachusetts, 
e  annual  expense  of  supporting  the  establishment  would  have  been 
36,577  50;  while  in  Massachusetts  the  income  from  the  Prison 
is  more  than  $  9,000  the  last  year,  and  more  than  $  10,000  the 
ar  before.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  in 
eir  hte  Report,  say,  "if  the  Prisons  of  other  States  can  be  thus 
vaniageously  managed,  we  have  yet  to  learn  the  reason  why  it  can- 
>t  be  done  in  Connecticut" 

In  the  State  'Prison  in  New  York  city,  the  total  expense  to  the 
ate,  in  twenty  years,  from  1803  to  1823,  was  $  381,302  32.  In  live 
fferent  years,  during  this  period,  the  expense  was  $  30,000,  or  more, 
ch  year.  The  Inspectors,  in  their  last  Report  to  the  Legislature, 
ite,  that,  from  the  year  1816  to  1822,  inclusive,  the  average  amount 
a-  annum,  paid  from  the  treasury,  was  $40,949.  The  average 
imber  of  prisoners,  during  this  period,  was  603.  The  expense  of 
ieir  support,  besides  the  proceeds  of  their  own  labor,  was  nearly 
pal  to  the  annual  expense  of  the  public  schools  in  Boston,  in  which 
?  instructed  about  7,000  children. 

In  the  State  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J.,  the  annual  expense  is  about 
>  4,000.  The  average  number  of  prisoners  does  not  exceed  70.  At 
us  rate,  if  the  number  of  prisoners  had  been  equal  to  the  number  in 
■*ew  York,  i.  e.  603,  the  expense  tc  the  State  would  have  been 
^  34,457,  annually. 

In  the  Old  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  used  as  a  State  Prison,  it 
i  understood  that  the  annual  expense  is  about  $  30,000.  It  is  very 
liffieolt,  however,  to  obtain  any  authentic  documents  on  this  subject 
rom  this  Prison. 

In  the  Auburn  Prison,  which  is  a  specimen  of  industry  seldom 
spilled,  and  which  affords  specimens  of  work  in  different  branches 
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of  mechanical  business  not  easily  surpassed,'  where  the  men  are  re- 
quired to  work  all  day,  from  au  early  hour  in  the  looming  till  near 
sunset,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution,  with  only  the  -exception  of 
sufficient  time  to  eat  their  meals,  the  Prison  being  located  in  a  part  ol 
the  country  where  provisions  are  cheap,  433  convicts  labored  hard, 
the  whole  of  the  last  year,  and  did  nut  earn  enough  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Institution  by  $  10,195  88.  The  Commissioners  :e- 
port  to  the  Legislature,  as  a  great  abuse  in  this  Prison,  the  insulin  ;*i:t 
compensation  for  which  men  are  hired  to  contractors,  and  on  this  i  :rt 
of  the  subject  they  say,  in  conAusion,  "we  adhere  to  the  opii.i.m 
expressed  in  our  former  Report,  that  this,  and  every  oiher  Jmv.c 
Prison,  ought  to  support  its  own  expenses,  and,  with  proper  maiiis,^.- 
ment,  it  can  be  made  to  do  so." 

3.  A  Community  of  Villains. — In  the  Maine  Prison,  the  superinten- 
dent furnished  the  names  bf  nineteen  convicts,  which  is  more  than  one' 
fifth  part  of  the  whole  number,  from  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  and  five  from  the  State  Prison  in  New  Hampshire. 

In  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Pilsiury  furnished  the  names  of  thirt jen 
out  of  66,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners,  who  had  been  in  the  State 
Prison  at  Charlestown  ;  three  from  that  in  Windsor,  Vermont ;  and 
one  from  New  York. 

In  Charlestown,  more  than  ninety,  out  of  about  300,  are  there  for 
second,  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  offences ;  also  several  from  Newgate, 
Conn.,  and  oihers  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

In  the  Connecticut  Prison,  among  109  prisoners,  were  found  old  con- 
victs from  the  Prisons  in  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia. 

In  New  York,  they  boast  of  having  one  or  more  prisoners  from 
Auburn,  and  a  police  officer  in  the  vicinity  testifies,  that  they  do  net 
get  one  from  Auburn  where  they  get  ten  from  other  Prisons. 

In  New  Jersey,  out  of  severity-two  convicts,  were  found  ten  from 
the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  clerk  gave  the  initials  of  the  names  of  thirty- 
four  convicts  in  that  Prison,  of  whom  twenty-one  had  been  in  the 
Prisons  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  ;  three  in  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  and  Baltimore ;  two  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  ;  five  in  Phi- 
ladelphia and  New  Jersey;  one  from  Auburn;  one  from  Richmond, 
Virginia  ;  two  from  the  Prison  ot  Columbus,  Ohio  ;  two  who  had  been 
whipped  in  Providence;  and,  above  all,  one  who  had  been  in  the 
Prisons  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Baltimore,  Ohio,  New  Orleans, 
New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  and  whipped  in  Providence. 

4.  Unrestrained  Intercourse. — In  this  community  of  villains,  INTER- 
COURSE IS  WITHOUT  RESTRAINT. 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  several  prisoners  were  found  alone  in  the 
Hospital  ;  two  shoemakers  in  an  upper  loft,  rn  a  small  apartment, 
removed  from  all  inspection  ;  seven  or  eight  in  the  shoe  shop,  without 
a  keeper ;  three  or  four  in  the  cooking  apartments,  in  the  same  situa- 
tion ;  two  lodged  together  in  twenty-two  small  cells  never  designed 
for  but  one  prisoner  each.  Dr.  Rose  states,  that  there  is  a  surprising 
difference  in  the  character  of  this  Prison  since  it  became  necessary  to 
confine  two  in  a  cell. 

In  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  there  is  such  a  construction  of  the 
shops,  and  such  unity  of  employment,  and  such  vigilant  inspection, 
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that  the  intercourse  is  prevented,  in  a  great  degree,  during  the  day ; 
bat  then  it  becomes  necessary,  at  night,  to  confine  five  or  six  together 
in  some  of  the  sleeping  rooms,  over  which  there  can  be  no  effectual 

T:tion. 
the  Vermont  Prison,  there  is  less*  wisdom  in  the  construction  of 
the  shops ;  the  business  is  more  divided ;  the  men  are  more  scattered ; 
the  inspection  during  the  day  less  effectual ;  and  at  night  the  same 
intercourse  without  restraint 

In  Charlestown,  there  is  one  long. brick  building,  three  stories  high, 
containing  nine  apartments  in  the  basement  story,  in  which  were 
found,  on  one  visit  to  the  Prison,  forty  men,  scattered  about  in  the 
different  apartments,  without  a  keeper  or  inspector  for  the  whole.  In 
these  basement  story  rooms  as  hiding  places,  almost  any  mischief  may 
be  devised,  or  wickedness  perpetrated  without  detection.  In  the 
Hospital,  too,  are  several  apartments,  and  many  invalids,  far  removed 
from  the  eye  and  ear  of  a  keeper.  All  these,  and  similar  hiding  places 
ibout  the  Prison,  are  fit  appendages  for  night  rooms,  so  constructed 
that  a  keeper  cannot  approach  them  without  giving  notice  of  his  ap- 
proach by  the  moving  of  a  heavy  door,  with  its  compound  fastenings 
ad  heavy  iron  hinges. 

In  the  Old  Prison  in  Connecticut,  if  the  prisoners  themselves  had 
been  permitted  to  build  a  Prison,  where  they  could  have  the  greatest 
facilities  for  concealment,  with  the  least  possibility  of  detection ; 
where  they  could  serve  their  master  with  none  to  molest  them  ;  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  the  end  could  have  been  more  effectually- 
attained.  In  a  Prison  constructed  as  that  is,  it  must  require  nearly  as 
many  keepers  as  prisoners  to  prevent  communication  between  the 
latter.  This  remark  is  applicable  to  the  shops,  and  other  buildings, 
scattered  about  the  yard.  In  the  dungeons,  seventy  feet  under  ground, 
formerly  used  as  night  rooms,  some  of  the  prisoners  volunteered  to 
return  to  them,  as  places  of  confinement  at  night,  and  assign ?d  as  the 
reason,  that  they  could  there  curse,  and  swear,  and  fight,  and  do  other 
unutterable  abominations,  without  having  it  known  to  any  one.  Thore 
probably  has  never  been  on  earth  a  stronger  emblem  of  the  pit  than 
ihe  sleeping  rooms  of  that  Prison,  so  filthy,  so  crowded  so  inclined  to 
cril,  so  unrestrained. 

h  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  say  the  Commissioners,  "  the 
pinners,  when  the  cells  are  unlocked  in  the  morning,  flock  confusedly 
ati  the  yard,  and  at  the  sound  of  the  bell  for  meals  they  move  like  an 
mdiscipiined  mob  to  the  mess  room."  "  In  the  yard,  during  working 
ion rs,  numbers  of  them  are  to  be  seen  walking  in  pairs,  in  free  and 
anest  conversation."  "  The  opportunity  which  exists  in  the  Prison 
cr  conversation  among  the  prisoners,  and  for  the  circulation  of  opinions 
«d  intentions  within,  and  information  from  without,  is  an  evil  de- 
tractive of  all  sound  discipline." 
In  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  the  prisoners  may  be  seen  in  small  com- 
plies, in  the  different  shops,  in  the  cook-room,  and  in  the  hospital, 
without  a  keeper,  entirely  removed  and  concealed  from  the  eye  of  any 
dficer  of  the  Prison  ;  and  even  in  the  solitary  cells,  so  called,  the 
prisoners  *re  arranged  on  the  side  of  a  long,  narrow  passage,  which 
pres  them  an  opportunity  of  free  and  unrestrained  intercourse,  while 
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the  passage  is  well  secured,  by  a  heavy  door  and  fastening,  from  the 
approach  of  a  keeper. 

In  the  Philadelphia  Prison,  the  keepers  stated,  that  the  communi- 
cation was  so  perfect  in  the  Prison,  that  every  thing  which  was  done 
by  the  government  of  the  Prison,  in  the  Inspector's  room,  was  directly 
known  throughout  the  yard  by  all  the  prisoners. 

5.  Corrupt  Teachers. — This  community  of  villains,  whose  inter- 
course is  unrestrained,  is  supplied  with  teachers  of  uncommon  experi- 
ence   AND   CORRUPTION. 

Andrew  Buck,  of  Philadelphia,  aged  33  years,  was  convicted  of 
larceny,  in  1806,  and  committed  to  prison  for  four  years.  He  was 
pardoned  in  July,  1809.  He  was  recommitted  in  December,  1810, 
for  forgery,  on  three  indictments,  and  sentenced  for  three  years  on 
each.  After  he  was  committed  to  Prison,  he  had  another  trial,  on  six 
indictments,  for  crimes  committed  before  his  conviction,  and  was  sen- 
tenced for  two  years  on  each  ;  making  a  sentence  of  twenty-one  years. 
He  was  pardoned  July  16,  1816.  He  was  convicted  again,  by  the 
name  of  George  Green,  December,  1816,  and  sentenced  to  seven  years 
hard  labor.  He  left  the  Prison  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence.  He 
was  convicted  again  of  forgery,  in  less  than  &  year,  under  the  names 
of  Andrew  Buck,  John  Wilson,  A.  B.  Green,  and  sentenced  to  hard 
labor  three  years.  In  a  month  after,  he  had  another  trial,  on  two 
indictments,  for  crimes  committed  before  his  conviction,  and  received 
a  sentence  of  five  years  on  each.  He  boasts,  notwithstanding  he  has 
been  so  often  pardoned,  that  he  has  taken  eighteen  Christmas  dinners 
in  the  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia.  This  man's  intercourse  was  un- 
restrained in  a  Prison  containing  nearly  400  convicts. 

The  records  of  our  Prisons  show,  that  even  the  female  convicts 
have  been  associated  with  persons  of  similar  hardihood  in  crime.  In 
the  Penitentiary  in  New  York  city,  the  number  of  females,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1825,  was  sixty-six  ;  of  whom  twenty  were  committed  a  second 
time,  six  a  third,  two  a  fourth,  and  one  a  fifth.  Charlotte  Thomas 
was  condemned  to  the  State  Prison  in  January,  1797,  for  grand  lar- 
ceny, for  four  years.  She  was  pardoned  July  14,  1800.  She  was 
recommitted*  April  14,  1801,  for  petty  larceny,  and  sentenced  for  two 
years.  After  her  discharge,  again  convicted  June,  1803,  for  three 
years.  Again  discharged,  and  recommitted,  on  two  indictments,  August 
12,  1806.  And,  after  her  discharge,  was  condemned  the  fifth  time  for 
grand  larceny,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1813,  and  sentenced  for  three  years. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  Henry  Wood,  from  Acton,  Mass.,  was 
sentenced  for  life,  for  burglary,  December  11,  1800  :  received  pardon 
November,  1811  :  was  convicted  again  for  theft  in  Boston,  in  May, 
1812,  and  sentenced  for  six  months.  He  was  discharged  at  the  expi- 
ration of  his  sentence  in  November,  and  recommitted  December, 
1814,  for  theft,  and  sentenced  for  three  years.  He  was  discharged  in 
December,  1817,  and  convicted  of  theft  in  November,  1818,  and  sen- 
tenced for  life.  He  was  discharged  by  order  of  the  Court,  October, 
1824,  and  was  recommitted  for  larceny,  May  6,  1825,  and  sentenced 
for  seven  years.  Not  long  since,  this  man  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  cook  room,  No.  1,  where  were  generally  associated  with  him,  at 
night,  ten  young  convicts,  who  were  selected  because  they  were  com- 
paratively innocent 
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These  are  selected  as  ajew  only  of  ilie  many  veterans  in  crime, 
who  have  been  admitted,  to  teachers  in  our  Penitentiaries,  to  a  free 
communication  with  young  convicts.  Of  course,  they  readily  com- 
municate the  history  of  years  to  their  young  admirers,  and  through 
them  this  deadly  poison  to  the  extremities  of  the  State* 

6.  Arts  of  Mischief. — Tub  things  taught  in  this  community  arc 

IS  KEMABKABLE   AS   THE   CHARACTER   \'V  TUB   TEACH  ERA. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  proportion  for  counterfeit  money 
in  several  Prisons : 

Jft. "/  C*noicU.       Fur  OmnUrftit  Moutf.  Proportion. 

Maine,  93  3  1  to  :>1 

New  Hampshire,  257  24  1  to  10 

Vermont,   '  534  51  -  1  to  10 

Massachusetts,  297  26  1  to  1 1 

Auburn,  whole  term,  997  119  1  to    8 

Many  of  these  men  have  b«en  associated  with  gangs  of  counter- 
feiters, and  are  acquainted  with  their  names,  residence,  principles  of 
fade,  language,  and  mode  of  operation.  They  can,  of  course,  intro- 
duce their  young  pupils,  when  they  leave  the  Prison,  to  this  world  of 
fflknritj.  Jtlany  of  the  men  living  in  society,  who  are  engaged  in  this 
traffic,  axe  not  suspected.  They  tleol  in  this  article  on  a  large  scale, 
ad  employ  trusty  runners,  who  ore  more  likely  to  be  detected  than 
their  employers.  It  is  a  little  surprising,  however,  that  these  gentle- 
Men  at  large  have  never  jsuspecied,  that  there  might  be  such  an  un- 
designed coincidence  of  testimony  concerning  them,  obtained  from 
different  Prisons,  as  to  involve  their  character  in  suspicion,  that  would 
never  be  allayed  till  they  were  detected*  The  purport  of  this  decla- 
ration will  be  better  understood  by  the  following  testimony.  The 
Commissioners  appointed  to  visit  the  State  Prisons  of  New  York,  in 
their  Report  to  the  Legislature,  state,  that  one  of  their  number  endea- 
vored, by  an  examination  of  the  prisoners  in  solitary  confinement  at 
Auburn,  to  ascertain  how  far  authentic  information  could  be  obtained, 
tht  might  lead  to  the  detection  of  others,  and  to  a  knowledge  of  their 
honta*  and  the  means  by  which  systematic  plans  of  villany  are  suc- 
cessfully carried  on.  The  inquiries  were  directed  chiefly  towards  the 
object  of  horse  stealing,  and  the  making  and  circulating  counterfeit 
Wak  paper. 

tf  It  was  soon  found,"  say  they,  u  that  the  prisoners  made  disclo- 
nses  of  a  very  interesting  character,  and  that  in  important  particulars 
Acre  was  often  an  exact  agreement  in  the  narration  of  those  who  had 
att  seen  each  other  in  Prison.  In  some  instances,  these  disclosures 
cut  a  new  ligfat  upon*  cases  which  we  knew  of  before,  and  explained 
fids  which,  on  the  trial,  had  pot  been  suspected  by  either  the  counsel 
br  the  poople  or  the  prisoner.  Hie  examinations  contain  minute'  de- 
tails of  persons,  names,  places  and  employments,  plans  of  villany  and 
inrtemabc  operations,  by  which  vast  contributions  are  levied  on  so- 
dety." 

The  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  New  York  are  not  the  only 
MHma  who  obtain  this  information.  About  700  convicts,  in  Maine, 
Ifew  HamptHrr  Vermont,  Massachusetts;  about  900  in  the  city  of 
New  York;  and  about  twice  as  many  more  in  the  States  south  and 
west,  are  •**&**&  to  an  uninterrupted  intercourse'  with  a  community 
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in  which  arc  teachers  thoroughly  acquainted  with  tlu*  art  of  counter- 
feit money.  The  Commissioners  ohtuin  the  information  to  correct  the 
evil :  the  young  convicts  to  guide  their  liver.. 

But  this  is  an  evil  which  does  not  merely  prepare  convicts  for  a  life 
of  villany  when  they  leave  the  Prison.  There  is  evidence  cf  all  soils, 
that  this  business  has  been  carried  on  within  the  walls  of  our  Peni- 
tentiaries. Several  cases  have  been  already  mentioned  in  which  as- 
sistant keepers  have  been  engaged  in  circulating  counterfeit  money  for 
convicts.  Besides,  in  a  general  search  of  the  Massachusetts  Pr.-ou, 
in  the  autumn  of  1825,  bills  already  altered,  bills  in  the  process  of  al- 
teration, and  small  bills  suitable  to  alter,  were  found  on  the  pcrsou.;  cf 
the- convicts.  About  the  same  time  were  found  between  twenty  i-r.d 
thirty  copperplate  dies,  prepared  and  neatly  engraved  for  the  purpose 
of  altering  bills  ;*  and,  some  time  before,  other  dies  of  a  similar  hind. 
and  an  iron  or  steel  press,  having  upright  posts,  and  a  cross  beam,  v.:\;i 
screws,  with  a  platform  for  stamping  bills,  in  possession  of  one  Kl  :•,  a 
well  known  and  accomplished  artist  in  this  line  of  business.  Tho 
officers  state  that  this  man  had  been  extensively  acquainted  in  Europe 
and  America ;  that  he  could  imitate  any  signature ;  that  he  was  a  princi* 
in  this  department  of  wickedness,  and,  when  confined  in  Prison,  had 
the  same  facilities  as  other  convicts  for  communication  with  his  fellow 
prisoners. .  Who  among  men  has  a  greater  opportunity  to  do  good  than 
this  man  to  do  mischief? 

At  the  same  time  there  were  two  other  men  in  Prison,  named 
Withington  and  Flanders,  similar  to  Ross,  wrho,  together  with  him, 
were  capable  of  communicating,  in  this  seminary  of  vice,  to  its  three 
hundred  inmates,  more  curious  designs  of  mischief,  from  all  parts  of 
the  world,  than  could  probably  be  obtained  in  any  other  place  in  the 
State.  The  great  superiority  of  these  men  consisted  in  their  know- 
ledge of  the  arts  of  counterfeiters ;  and  before  they  left  the  Prison,  and 
since  they  have  been  at  large  in  society,  they  have  probably  contribut- 
ed as  mnch  as  any  other  individuals  in  this  country  to  swell  the  num- 
ber of  convicts'for  this  crime  to  the  surprising  proportion  of  one  eighth 
and  one  tenth  part  of  the  whole. 

Counterfeiting  Coin. — The  moulds  employed  in  this  business, 
and  coin  so  neatly  made  as  to  escape  the  notice  of  an  ordinary  obser- 
ver, have  been  found,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  clerk,  in  the 
Prison  at  Charlestown.  The  clerk  was  so  obliging  as  to  furnish  to 
the  Secretary  of  this  Society  a  specimen  of  the  coin,  and  he  sought 
among  the  rubbish  in  the  store  room  for  some  of  the  moulds,  which  he 
said  had  been  lying  there,  but  did  not  find  then".  This  is  small  coin, 
and  neither  so  heavy  nor  so  bright  as  silver ;  nor  does  it  ring  so  well ; 
but  it  would  pass  in  the  hurry  of  business  for  small  change. 

The  receipt  and  particular  directions  for  making  it  might  probably 
be  obtained  where  it  was  made.  If  this  could  not  be  done  now, 
there  are  men  in  society,  who  have  been  in  the  Prison,  who  can  fur- 
nish the  information,  and  who,  when  they  were  in  Prison,  had  every 
facility  to  communicate  it  to  convicts  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  It 
was  probably  the  desire  to  obtain  this  and  similar  information,  which, 
m  one  instance  at  least,  induced  a  young  criminal,  whose  sentence  was 

•  The  credit  of  making  these  discoveries  was  given  at  the  time  to  the  Hon.  William  C. 
Jaryis,  one  of  the  Directors. 
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a  fiae  of  $500,  or  imprisonment  in  the  Staio  Prison,  to  refuse  his 
brother  the  privilege  which  he  sought  of  payii:^  the  line,  because,  as 
he  *aid,  he  wished  to  go  to  Prison  to  learn  sjme  tilings,  which  he 
could  leurn  nowhere  else. 

Tkb  Art  of  Picking  Locks. — A  young  convict  iVoiu  the  country 
hv;  tj  ler-m,  in  a  few  (lavs  after  he  has 'joined  Ills  tutor:;  in  wicke^iess, 


priori  was  furnished  for  him,  nor  had  he  any  favorable  opportunity 
to  -vxamiue  the  door:}  of  the  house  in  which  lie  made  the  proposal, 
ind  yd  he  furnished  a  single  key  which  unlocks  eight  doors  in  that 
l)ou<e. 

The  clerk  of  the  Prison  states,  that  Marshal  Prince,  formerly  of 
3oston,  lost  the  key  of  his  iron  chest,  and  after  trying  in  vain  a  great 
many  keys,  and  a  great  many  smiths  to  get  it  open,  he  carried  it  to  the 
Prison  at  Charlestown,  where  it  was  opened  before  he  had  scarcely 
time  to  look  about  him. 

Mr.  Harris,  the  superintendent,  has  had  in  his  possession  a  great 
rariety  of  keys,  and  single  keys  with  a  great  variety  of  variations, 
taken  from  the  convicts,  which  would  open  the  greater  part  of  the  slock 
locks  to  which  they  might  be  applied.  In  the  general  search  of  the 
Prison  already  mentioned,  and  frequently  at  other  times,  keys  of  this 
kind  have  been  found.  The  principle  of  the  key  is  peculiar ;  which 
gives  it  the  name  skeleton  key.  The  pod  of  the  key  is  very  open, 
so  that  it  may  avoid  the  wards  of  the  lock;  and  it  is  so  made  that  it 
may  be  removed  from  the  stem,  and  another  one,  either  wider  or 
deeper,  inserted.  Connected  with  one  stem  are  often  found  20  01 
30  variations,  so  that,  by  taking  out  one  and  inserting  another,  almost 
my  lock  of  common  construction  may  be  opened.  On  a  convict,  who 
was  expecting  soon  to  obtain  a  pardon,  a  complete  set  of  these  keys 
wa*  found,  with  which  he  had  furnished  himself,  either  as  a  conve- 
nience in  the  pursuit  of  his  ordinary  business,  or  as  the  means  of  get- 
ting access  to  his  neighbor's  wealth.  This  convict  is  since  discharged 
on  condition  that  he  would  leave  the  country ;  and  it  is  understood 
thit  lie  is  now  in  South  America:  a  precious  gift  to  these  new  Re- 
publics ! 

The  art  of  making  this  key  is  not  only  understood,  but  the  art  of  so 
titling  small  keys,  that  a  small  parcel  of  them  will  open  a  vast  majori- 
ty nf  all  the  trunks,  chests,  drawers,  desks,  bureaus,  in  a  large  city. 
The  success  in  this  nrt  is  so  certain,  that  a  merchant,  living  in  Stat" 
street,  Boston,  testifies  that  the  large  building  of  many  apartments,  in 
which  he  has  a  counting  room,  was  opened  within  four  months  three 
times,  and  every  door,  desk,  and  drawer  in  it  unlocked,  by  thieve?, 
and  the  papers  scattered  in  all  directions. 

Whether  the  Prison  in  Charlestown  contributes  at  all  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  these  midnight  robbers,  may  be  inferred  not  only  from 
facts  already  stated,  but  by  an  examination  of  the  records  of  the  Pri- 
son ;  by  which  it  appear^  that  a  great  number  of  convicts,  who  have 
been  several  times  in  this  Prison,  were  arrested  and  condemned  for 
their  first  offence  in  the  country  ;  but,  soon  after  their  discharge,  they 
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were  detected  in  the  perpetration  of  villany  in  Boston.  In  regard  to 
Henry  Wood,  from  Acton,  who  was  five  times  committed,  all  the  con- 
victions except  the  first  were  in  Boston.  John  Williams,  from  the 
West  Indies,  who  has  been  four  times  committed,  was  convicted  each 
time  in  Boston  or  Cambridge.  Charles  Adams,  four  times  committed, 
all  his  convictions,  except  the  first,  in  Boston.  Betty  Cook,  five  times 
committed,  all  her  convictions  in  Boston.  James  Chipman,  from  Cape 
Ann,  five  times  committed,  all  his  convictions,  except  the  fi»t,  in  Bos- 
ton. This  is  but  a  specimen  from  the  records  of  the  Prison  of  the . 
sufferings  in  Boston,  and  of  the  depredations  upon  its  citizens  from 
the  Prison  at  Charlestown. 

Picking  Pockets. — This  is  an  art,  too,  taught  in  Penitentiaries, 
which  has  its  appropriate  instruments,  its  technical  terms,  its  success- 
ful mode  of  operation,  all  easily  learned  by  apt  scholars  from  good 
teachers.  The  instruments  are  forceps,  to  insert  in  long  and  narrow 
pockets,  and  an  extremely  thin,  keen  knife,  to  cut  through  coats  and 
pockets  without  moving  them.  The  technical  terms  apply  to  the 
watch  and  pocket  book,  the  pantaloons  and  waistcoat,  the  person 
who  is  to  take  the  pocket  book  or  watch,  and '  the  person  who  is  to 
detain  the  gentleman  from  whom  it  is  to  be  taken.  The  mode  of 
operation  is  learned  by  practice  in  Prison,  where  the  convicts  steal 
from  each  other,  and  where  they  practise  the  art  by  way  of  experi- 
ment merely,  and  where  instances  Lave  occurred  of  success  in  stealing 
the  pocket  books  of  visitors.  Three  instances  of  this  kind,  at  least, 
have  occurred  at  Charlestown ;  one  on  a  man  who  went  into  the  yard 
to  sell  fish  to  the  Commissary,  and  two  others.  The  testimony  con- 
cerning these  three  men  was  furnished  by  the  clerk,  and  that  concern- 
ing the  instruments,  language,  and  mode  of  operation,  by  men  whose 
testimony  in  regard  to  this  thing  has  been  of  great  service  to  the 
community. 

7.  Unnatural  Critne. — There  is  evidence  from  directors,  keepers, 
and  convicts,  of  the  existence,  to  a  melancholy  degree,  of  this  abomina- 
tion in  Prisons.  It  has  been  said  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  has  bestowed  great  labor  in  the  examination  of  testimo- 
ny on  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  who,  with  great  magnanimity,  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  slating  the  results  of  this  examination,  that 
"a  horrible  offence  is  here  committed  between  wTetches,  who  are 
alike  destitute  of  moral  sentiment,  and  without  the  reach  of  physical 
restraint.  Nature  and  humanity  cry  aloud  for  redemption  from  this 
dreadful  degradation.  Better  even  that  the  laws  were  written  in 
blood,  than  that  they  should  be  executed  in  sin." 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  also,  having  de- 
voted much  time  to  a  patient  examination  of  the  evidence  on  this  part 
of  the  subject,  say,  "  that  in  some  of  cur  Penitentiaries,  if  not  all,  in 
which  the  convicts  ore  ptaeod  hi  tar^e  numbers  together  in  the  cells, 
the  crime  of  sodomy  has  V.»en  perpetrated,  in  numerous  instances,  with 
entire  shamelessness  r.nd  notoriety."  "  If  that  unnatural  crime  is  ever 
perpetrated,  we  should  lr>ok  for  iU  commission  among  men  shut  up 
from  all  the  enjoyments  of  society;  among  hoary  headed  convicts, 
condemned  to  long  imprisonment,  and  whose  passions  and  principles 
have  been  corrupted  and  deluded  to  the  lowest  point  of  debasement, 
and  who  are  at  night,  in  numbers  from  four  to  thirty-two  persons, 
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locked  together  in  cells  which  are  not  subject  to  official  inspec- 
tion." 

A  letter  has  been  prepared  on  this  subject,  and  sent  as  a«  circular  to 
aen  in  authority,  with  the  expectation  of  rousing  their  indignation  and 
strength,  till  Prisons  shall  be  so  constructed  and  managed,  that  this 
fool  abuse  can  no  longer  exist  in  them.  The  detail  of  "testimony  in 
(lib  letter  is  too  horrible  to  be  exhibited  more  publicly. 

8.  Combination*  against  Society. — An  accomplished  foreigner,  a  few 
years  since,  came  to  this  country  through  Canada,  and  was  arrested  in 
the  vicinity  of  New  York  for  passing  counterfeit  money.  He  was 
condemned  to  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  at  Lamberton,  where  he  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  a  young  convict,  from  whom  lie  received  infor- 
mation, that  a  family,  living  in  a  very  retired  situation,  about  four 
■iles  from  Newark,  was  wealthy,  and  always  had  money  on  hand. 
Immediately  after  he  was  discharged  from  Prison,  he  went,  in  compa- 
ly  with  an  Irishman,  to  die  place  described.  He  was  dressed  like  a 
gentleman,  and,  when  he  came  to  the  house,  he  found  the  man  and 
his  hired  servant  at  home.     He  stated  his  name,  residence,  and  ob- 

Ein  calling,  which  was  to  borrow  money  on  good  security.  The 
est  citizen,  either  suspecting  the  'stranger,  or  choosing  to  loan 
noney  to  an  acquaintance,  stated  that  he  had  no  money  to  loan  him. 
After  viewing  the  premises  carefully,  he  left  the  house,  and  concealed 
himself  in  a  thicket  not  far  distant,  till  the  man  and  his  hired  servant 
had  gone  some  distance  from  home.  As  soon  as  he  thought  it  safe  to 
return,  he  entered  the  house,  seized  the  wife,  who  was  the  only  per- 
son there,  filled  her  mouth,  so  that  she  could  make  no  noise,  bound 
her  arms,  beat  her  head  till  she  was  senseless,  rifled  the  chest,  found 
between  three  and  four  hundred  dollars,  and  made  his  escape.  About 
ox  months  after,  he  was  arrested  in  New  York,  recognised  by  the 
woman  on  whom  the  violence  was  committed,  and  condemned  to  the 
Prison  at  Lamberton  a  second  time,  for  11  years.  He  is  now  in  that 
Prison,  and  appears  like  a  prince  among  the  prisoners,  to  whom  he 
nay  give,  or  from  whom  he  may  receive,  information  as  the  basis  of 
fatore  proceedings. 

A  similar  case  is  mentioned  in  the  following  manner,  by  a  person 
who  was  acquainted  with  the  circumstances.  Concerning  this  case, 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature  state,  that  "  they 
were  informed,  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Prison, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  robbery  and  murder  of  the  late  Mr.  Gould, 
of  Stoneham,  was  concerted  in  the  shoe  shop  of  that  Prison."  A  con- 
rict  confined  in  Prison  was  acquainted  very  particularly  in  Stone- 
ham,  and  to  the  immense  stock  of  good  chances  for  villany,  which 
are  known  in  that  place,  he  contributed  as  one  item  of  his  share,  that 
the  family  of <3oula  lived  rather  retired,  had  about  one  thousand  dol- 
lars in  cash  by  them,  and  such  other  information  as  the  case  required. 
Four  prisoners,  discharged  nearly  at  the  same"  time,  robbed  and  mur- 
dered said  Gould.  More  than  a  dozen  stanch  prisoners  knew  of  the 
feed  which  bad  been  contemplated,  and  could  name  every  individual 
esteemed*  Two  of  the  wretches  were  apprehended ;  Daniels  hung 
himself  in  Prison,  and  Phillips,  after  one  or  two  trials,  was  discharged 
fcr  want  of  snficient  evidence.  The  next  morning  after  this  murder, 
the  ckA  cat  the  Prison  said*  within  hearing  of  one  of  the  convHs^ 

6* 
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"  Mr.  Gould,  of  Stonuiir.p.i,  \v?.s  murdered  last  night."  The  convict 
replied  immediately,  I  know  why  murdered  hiin,  for  I  heard  such  a 
prisoner  .say,  bv-fbi-e  he  v.  do  dh:i'hfirgcd,  u  a  dead  dog  can't  hark." 

9.  l.npruonmcul  (\(  Youth  and  Chudrin. — The  following  table  shows 
the  pro^'jrtioj],  in  di:A*rei*t  IV:;-:.  :i>,  under  21  years  of  age. 


Whole  .Yo. 

JVo.  wwfcr  21 

years. 

Proportion. 

In  Iiluiae, 

116 

22 

1  to  5 

"  New  Hampshire, 

£53 

47 

1  to  5 

^   Vermont, 

634 

75 

1  to  7 

At  Auburn,  whole  term, 

«7  %.-     f 

148 

1  to  6 

In  Richmond,  Vir. 

L>U1 

30 

1  to  7 

From  the  above  table  it  appears,  that  the  proportion  of  those  com- 
mitted to  Prison  under  21  years  of  age,  in  all  the  prisons  mentioned, 
is  one-seventh  part  at  least,  and  in  some  much  more.  It  is  sufficient- 
ly apparent,  from  the  disclosure  of  the  vices  existing  in  Prisons,  how- 
great  is  the  evil  of  bringing  so  great  a  proportion  of  young  offenders 
within  the  corrupting  influence  of  this  wretched  community.  About 
three  hundred  youth  are  continually  in  a  course  of  education  in  these 
high  schools  of  iniquity. 

The  evil  is  not  only  apparent  from  the  great  proportion  under  21 
years  of  age,  but  from  the  tender  years  of  a  considerable  proportion  of 
this  number.  Children  have  been  found  in  some  of  our  Prisons  under 
twelve  years  of  age,  who  have  been  many  months,  and  some  of  them 
more  than  a  year,  intimately  associated  with  the  most  profligate  and  vile 
of  the  human  race.  The  loathsome  skin,  the  distorted  features,  the 
unnatural  eyes  of  some  of  these  boys,  indicate,  with  a  clearness  not  to 
be  misapprehended,  the  existence  of  unutterable  abominations,  which 
it  were  better  for  the  world  if  they  had  been  foreseen  and  avoid- 
ed. The  greatness  of  the  evil,  if  there  is  no  injustice  and  criminality 
in  it,  of  placing  a  child,  and  confining  him  there  with  strong  bolts  and 
bars,  among  a  den  of  thieves,  where  he  may  be  subject  to  any  violence, 
and  not  be  permitted  to  enter  a  complaint  without  the  hazard  of  hi* 
life,  has  surely  not  been  sufficiently  contemplated.  A  case  has  been 
disclosed,  as  an  illustration  of  this  remark,  which  would  be  sufficient, 
if  there  was  no  other,  to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  world.  But 
when  we  remember,  that  hundreds  have  been,  and  are  now  con- 
tinually exposed  to  the  same  treatment,  in  these  places  of  darkness, 
without  the  possibility  of  having  even  their  complaint  reach  the  ears 
of  any  except  those  who  would  rather  put  them  to  death  than  have 
their  owti  guilt  exposed,  it  presents  an  argument  in  favor  of  houses  of 
Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  wrhich  wre  are  confident  will  not  be 
unheeded. 

10.  Imprisonment  of  Lunatics. — According  to  the  last  census,  there 
were  thirty  lunatics  in  Jail,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The  lunatic 
mentioned,  in  the  last  Report  of  this  Society,  as  having  been  seen  in 
a  w.retched  condition  in  one  of  the  Prisons  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
is  since  dead,  and  a  coroner's  inquest  held  over  his  body  declares, 
that  his  death  was  in  consequence  of  sufferings  he  endured' in  Prison 
from  cold  and  nakedness. 

The  instance  has  occurred  in  which  a  young  clergyman,  who  was 
educated  at  one  of  our  most  respectable  Theological  Seminaries,  be- 
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came  deranged,  and  was  found,  by  his  friends,  imprisoned  in  Bride- 
well, New  York,  in  the  common  receptacle,  hereafter  described,  of 
misfortune,  disease,  and  guilt  As  soon  as  the  keeper  kneur  who  his 
friends  were,  information  concerning  him  was  communicated,  au-.l 
ts  soon  as  his  friends  knew  that  he  was  there,  they  procured  his 
release. 

In  Massachusetts,  by  an  examination  made  with  care,  about  thirty 
lunatics  have  been  found  in  Prison.  In  one  Prison  were  found  three; 
m  another,  five ;  in  another,  six ;  and  in  another,  ten.  It  is  a  source 
of  great  complaint,  with  the  sheriffs  and  jailers,  that  they  must  receive 
wen  persons;  because  they  have  no  suitable  accommodations  for 
them.  Of  those  last  mentioned,  one  was  found  in  an  apartment  in 
which  he  had  been  nine  years.  He  had  a  wreath  of  rags  round  his 
body,  and  another  round  his  neck.  This  was  all  his  clothing.  He 
bad  no  bed,  chair,  or  bench.  Two  or  three  rough  plank  were  strowed 
around  the  room :  a  heap  of  filthy  straw,  like  the  nest  of  swine,  was 
in  the  corner.  He  had  built  a  ujrd,s  nest  of  mud  in  the  iron  grate  of 
his  den.  Connected  with  his  wretched  apartment  was  a  dark  dun- 
geon, having  no  orifice  for  the  admission  of  light,  heat,  or  air,  except 
the  iron  door,  about  2  j>  feet  square,  opening  into  it  from  his  Prison.' 
The  wretched  lunatic  was  indulging  some  delusive  expectations  of  be- 
ing soon  released  from  this  wretched  abode. 

The  other  lunatics  in  the  same  Prison  were  scattered  about,  in  dif- 
ferent apartments,  with  thieves  and  murderers,  and  persons  under 
arrest,  but  not  vet  convicted  of  guilt  In  this  Prison  it  would  seem 
difficult,  with  the  same  number  of  apartments,  and  the  same  number 
tad  variety  of  offenders  and  offences,  to  make  a  more  indiscriminate 
isd  improper  distribution. 

In  the  Prison  of  five  lunatics,  they  were  confined  in  separate  cells, 
which  were  almost  dark  dungeons.  It  was  difficult,  after  the  door 
wis  open,  to  see  them  distinctly.  The  ventilation  was  so  incomplete, 
that  more  than  one  person  on  entering  them  has  found  the  air  so  fetid 
cs  to  produce  nauseousness,  and  almost  vomiting.  The  old  straw  on 
which  they  were  laid,  and.  their  filthy  garments,  were  such  as  to  make 
their  insanity  more  hopeless ;  and  at  one  time  it  was  not  considered 
within  the  province  of  the  physician's  department  to  examine  particu- 
larly the  condition  of  the  lunatics.  In  these  circumstances,  any  im- 
provement of  their  minds  could  hardly  be  expected.  Instead  of  hav- 
nr  three  out  of  four  restored  to  reason,  as  is  the  fact  in  some  of  the 
fcored  Lunatic  Asylums,  it  is  to  be  feared  that,  in  these  circum- 
ftanees,  some,  who  might  otherwise  be  restored,  would  become  incu- 
nble,  and  that  others  might  lose  their  lives,  to  say  nothing  of  present 

offering.  * 

In  the  Prison,  in  which  were  six  lunatics,  their  condition  was  less 
wretched ;  but  they  were  sometimes  an  annoyance,  and  sometimes  a 
fort  to  the  convicts;  and  even  the  apartment,  in  which  the  females 
were  confined,  opened  into  the  yard  of  the  men,  and  there  was  an 
■jwrkras  interchange  of  obscenity  and  profaneness  between  them, 
which  was  not  restrained  by  the  presence  of  the  keeper. 

In  the  Prison,  or  House  of  Correction,  so  called,  in  which  w*re  ten 
fanatics,  two*  were  found,  about  seventy  years  of  age,  a  mule  and 
female,  in  the  atoM' apartment  of  an  upper  story.    The  female  was 
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lying  on  a  heap  of  straw,  under  a  broken  window.  The  snow,  in  a 
severe  storm,  was  beating  through  the  window,  and  lay  upon  the 
straw  around  her  withered  body,  which  was  partially  covered  with  a 
few  tilthy  and  tattered  garments.  The  man  was  lying  in  a  corner  of 
the  room  in  a  similar  situation,  except  that  he  was  less  exposed  to  the 
storm.  The  former  had  been  in  this  apartment  six,  and  the  latter 
twenty-one  years.  Such  are  the  minutes  taken  from  the  keeper's  tes- 
timony, in  February,  1827. 

Another  lunatic,  in  the  same  Prison,  was  found  in  a  plank  apart- 
ment of  the  first  story,  where  he  had  been  eight  years.  During  this 
time,  he  had  never  left  the  room  but  twice.  The  door  of  this  apart- 
ment had  not  been  opened  in  eighteen  months.  The  food  was  fur- 
nished through  a  small  orifice  in  the  door.  The  room  was  warmed 
by  no  fire ;  and  still  the  woman  of  the  house  said  he  "  had  never 
froze."  As  he  was  seen  through  the  orifice  in  the  door,  the  first 
question  was,  is  that  a  human  being  ?  The  hair  was  gone  from  one 
side  of  his  head,  and  his  eyes  were  like  balls  of  fire. 

In  the  cellar  of  the  same  Prison  were  five  lunatics.  The  windows 
of  this  cellar  were  no  defence  against  the  storm,  and,  as  might  be  sup- 
posed, the  woman  of  the  house  said,  "  we  have  a  sight  to  do  to  keep 
than  from  freezing."  There  was  no  fire  in  this  cellar,  which  could  be 
felt  by  four  of  the  lunatics.  One  of  the  five  had  a  little  fire  of  turf  in 
an  apartment  of  the  cellar  by  herself.  She  was,  however,  infuriate 
if  any  other  came  near  her.  This  woman  was  committed  to  this  cel- 
lar seventeen  years  ago. 

The  whole  cellar  is  55  by  33  feet,  and  in  it  are  five  apartments,  be- 
sides the  space  between  them  and  the  one  already  described.  These 
apartments  are  about  6  feet  by  8.  They  are  made  qf  coarse  plank, 
and  have  an  orifice  in  the  door  for  the  admission  of  light  and  air,  about 
6  inches  by  4.  The  darkness  was  such,  in  two  of  these  apartments, 
that  nothing  could  be  seen  by  looking  through  the  orifice  in  the  door. 
At  the  same  time  there  was  a  poor  lunatic  in  each.  A  man,  who  has 
grown  old,  was  committed  to  one  of  them  in  1810,  and  had  lived  in  it 
seventeen  years.  The  cracks  of  the  door,  as  we  opened  it,  were 
stuffed  with  hay  or  grass  on  the  inside,  to  secure  it  against  the  cold. 
When  the  door  was  opened,  and  we  entered  the  dungeon,  he  could 
be  indistinctly  seen  in  his  cold  and  filthy  bed.  He  said,  however, 
that  he  was  not  sick  or  uncomfortable,  and  he  appeared  cheerful. 

An  emaciated  female  was  found  in  a  similar  apartment,  in  the  dark, 
without  fire,  almost  without  covering,  where  she  had  been  nearly 
two  years. 

A  colored  woman  in  another,  in  which  she  had  been  six  years; 
and  a  miserable  man  in  another,  in  which  he  had  been  four  years. 

Amidst  all  this  wretchedness,  it  was  some  consolation  to  learn,  that 
sickness  and  death  had  been  rare  :  a  fact  almost  as  incredible  as  the 
testimony  of  the  senses  concerning  the  various  scenes  already  de- 
scribed. 

Besides  the  lunatics  here  mentioned,  others  have  been  found  in 
Jail,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  considerable  effort  has  been 
made  to-  obtain  data  from  which  to  ascertain  the  whole  number  of  lu- 
natics in  Jail  in  the  United  States  :  by  which  it  appears,  that  the 
number,  in  all  probability,  exceeds  three  hundred. 
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11.  Mortality  in  the  Prisons  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia. — In  the 
State  Prison,  in  New  York  city,  the  average  number  of  convicts  for 
nineteen  years,  from  1805  to  1823,  inclusive,  was  520 ;  the  average 
number  of  deaths  28,  i.  e.  1  to  18,  or  6  per  cent. 

In  the  Penitentiary,  at  Bellevue,  on  the  East  River,  near  New 
York,  a  fatal  jail  fever  has  raged  twice  within  three  years.  This  has 
been  introduced  from  Bridewell,  where  the  patients,  before  they  were 
removed,  were  suffered  to  remain  in  a  room  with  a  large  number  of 
other  convicts  who  were  committed  for  trial.  This  wretched  apart- 
ment in  Bridewell  is  the  common  receptacle  of  all  the  males  who 
ire  committed  to  that  Prison,  and  has  contained  at  one  time*,  in  a  com- 
mon mass  of  drunkenness,  lasciviousness,  obscenity,  madness,  tilth, 
lanacy,  and  fever,  90  persons.  Whether  the  jail  fever  was  begotten 
in  this  common  mass  of  putrefaction,  or  whether  it  was  introduced 
from  the  city,  is  a  point  concerning  which  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion.  That  Bridewell,  however,  is  a  public  nuisance,  within  twen- 
ty rods  of  the  City  Hall,  in  a  city  which  is,  in  many  respects,  the 
pride  of  our  country,  is  a  declaration  often  heard  from  the  respectable 
citizens,  and,  as  such,  was  presented  many  years  since  by  a  Grand 
Jarv:  and  still  there  it  is.  In  the  fever  which  was  introduced  to  this 
Penitentiary  from  Bridewell,  two  years  since,  the  keeper  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary, and  Mr.  Belden,  an  invaluable  teacher  in  the  Lancasterian 
school,  connected  with  the  Alms  House,  lost  their  lives.  Mr.  Belden 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  voluntary  and  humane  attentions  to  the  sick  in 
Prison.  It  was  no  part  of  his  official  duty  to  visit  them,  or  to  go  near 
them ;  but  his  noble  Christian  feeling  carried  him,  as  an  angel  of 
mercy,  to  administer  to  their  necessities,  and  the  sequel  we  have 
already  learnt.  It  is  believed  that  a  physician,  also,  at  the  same  time 
lost  his  life. 

In  the  sickness  of  the  present  season,  introduced  to  the  same  estab- 
lishment in  the  same  manner  from  Bridewell,  one  of  the  physicians 
was  dangerously  sick  in  March ;  but  it  is  not  known  to  us  whether  he 
died.  If  it  is  proper  to  arrest  men,  of  whom  many  are  discharged 
from  Bridewell  without  being  found  guilty,  and  thrust  them  into  a 
common  receptacle  of  filth,  where  they  are  exposed  to  the  dreadful 
contagion  of  a  jail  fever ;  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  sickness  and  death 
tf  valuable  public  officers  will  cause  Bridewell  to  be  removed  ;  so 
•hat  it  shall  no  longer  remain  a  pest  house.  When  the  Secretary  of 
this  Society  visited  Bridewell,  this  season,  he  wras  told  it  would  not 
&**  wife  to  risk  his  life,  even  for  a  few  moments,  in  the  room  in 
*Mch  most  of  the  persons  committed  were  immediately  confined  by 
tw-nties. 

The  number  of  persons  committed,  annually,  to  this  wretched  Pri- 
»n.  was  stated  in  a  public  meeting,  by  a  gentleman  who  was  former- 
1}  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  to  be  about  2000  :  of  whom,  the  same  gen- 
tleman stated,  about  three  fourths  were  found  not  guilty,  and  dis- 
charged. The  Prison,  concerning  which  these  facts  are  stated,  is  in 
*Wtt  of  most  of  the  offices  of  benevolence  and  justice  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  We  wish  all  benevolent  institutions  a  hundred  fold 
Plater  prosperity  than  they  ever  enjoyed,  and  we  rejoice  in  the 
powerful  combinations,  which  have  been  formed  in  this  country  to 
promote  them  ;  for,  besides  the  good  which  they  will  accomplish,  it 
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indicates  a  public  mind  which  will  not  clisregr.nl,  liter  it  is  seen,  so 
great  a  nuisance,  such  an  utter  abomination  as  Bridewell. 

In  the  Old  County  Prison,  in  Philadelphia,  it  is  suited,  that  (he 
deaths  the  last  year  in  the  female  department  were  about  13  per 
ft  t:i. ;  that  boys  had  been  confined  in  the  hospital,  diseased  in  a 
dregful  u tanner  from  a  cause  which  may  not  he  named  ;  and,  if  the 
*i«>i;r;.oM-  of  the  keepers  is  to  be  believed,  some  lives  l:-.ive  been  lost 
in  ;l.ls  Prison  from  the  same  cause.  The  av<:.  <;0  nun ='er  of  deaths 
i.i  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  for  six  \i  a: s,  Las  bit n  r.iore  than  36 
<.".-.  if  <;00 — or  more  than  <»  per  cmt.  We  have  no  heart  for  coro- 
liient  <;:i  these  facts.  We  need  only  show  that  there  is  no  necc:>iiy 
for  -:ich  disease  and  dreadful  mortality  i:i  Prisons. 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  as  late  as  August  last,  there  had  not  been  t 
death  from  a  natural  cause  since  the  Prison  was  organized,  tliou;!> 
the  average  number  of  convicts  exceeded  50,  and  the  Prison  had  been 
organized  nearly  three  rears. 

m  * 

In  the  Vermont  Prison,  there  have  been  seven  years,  in  which, 
while  the  average  number  of  prisoners  was  108,  there  were  only  six 
deaths. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Prison  the  deaths  in  nine  years  were  only  as 
1  to  49,  or  about  2  per  cent 

In  the  Youth's  Prison,  in  New  York  city,  there  Iips  rtnt  !^oon  one 
deu'Ji  from  a  natural  cause  since  it  was  organized  in  January,  1S25-- 
though  the  number  of  inmates  has  been  constantly  increasing,  till  they 
are  in  number  more  than  160. 

In  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  during  the  year  from  December  1S23  to 
December  1824,  the  number  of  conricts  being,  at  the  commencement 
<»f  this  period,  210,  and  at  the  close  346,  the  deaths  were  only  two. 
In  six  years,  from  1817  to  December  1823,  the  number  of  convicts 
exceeding,  during  each  of  the  last  three  years,  310,  the  whole  num- 
lrcf  deaths  was  thirty.  The  Commissioners,  in  their  -i:st  report, 
« tate,  that  a  distinguished  and  venerable  physician,  from  a  neighboring 
State,  visited  the  hospital  with  them,  and  saw  all  the  prisoners  from 
t!ie  shops  pass  in  review  before  them,  and  then  declared,  without  any 
reserve,  that  their  health  exceeded  that  of  the  country  at  large. 

In  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  the  deaths  in  twenty-seven  years,  the 
average  number  of  convicts  being  70,  was  thirty-two,  or  less  than  J 
per  cent. 

12.  Causes  of  Crime;  viz.  Intemperance  ^  Counterfeit  Money,  ami 
Ch'imcUr  of  the  Colored  Papulation. 

I.\ti:mpi:k.\xci:. — The  superintendent  of  the  Alms  House  and  Peni- 
'•"'•:.ry  in  New  York,  expresses  an  opinion,  that  nine  tenths  who  arc 
i  N.'-'vht  to  that  establishment  are  brought  there  in  consequence  of  in- 
temperance. 

The  keeper  of  the  .Tr.il  and  House  of  Correction  in  Boston,  ex- 
presses an  opinion,  that  three  fourths  who  are  brought  to  that  place, 
are  brought  there  in  consequence  of  the  same  vice. 

The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Pauperism  in  New  York,  say, 
this  may  be  considered  the  most  productive  source  of  human  wretch- 
edness, in  all  its  complicated  forms. 

It  has  been  computed,  recently,  that  the  number  of  drunkards  i* 
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te*  is  one  hundred  thousand,  and  the  number  of  deaths, 
housand. 

ng  list  of  subjects  from  one  of  our  Prisons  will  give  s 
oen  of  the  Iron  teeth  and  jaws  of  this  hundred -headed 
exhibits  the  name,  time  of  commitment,  time  of  dis- 
t  liberty,  of  a  select  number  of  subjects,  who  were  all 
he  House  of  Correction,  in  Boston,  in  every  instance 
ce.     It  is  presented  only  as  a  specimen  front  the  re- 
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C«i!XTEiiPKiT  Monkv.— T»v'i»  h?.v«»  procured  the  names  of  a  great 
number  of  individuals,  i  i  I'tiiij.-o!.*  parts  of  the  United  States,  who  axe 
engaged  in  this  traffic. 

Wc  have  ascertained,  also,  the  great  fountain  from  which  it  is  is- 
sued ;  the  rate  for  which  it  is  sold ;  and  the  various  arts  used  to  craw 
innocent  men  into  the  business. 

We  have  a  list  of  237  different  kinds  of  counterfeit  notes  of  the 
banks  of  18  different  States,  and  Canada.  37  in  New  York  citjr; 
43  in  other  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York;  22  in  New  Jersey; 
25  in  Connecticut;  17  in  Rhode  Island;  14  in  Massachusetts;  11  in 
New  Hampshire;  26  in  Pennsylvania;  10  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;  12  in  Virginia;  11  in  North  Carolina;  10  in  Georgia;  and  45 
in  other  parts  of  the  country.* 

*  CanfrJd's  List  of  altered,  counterfeit,  and  spurious  Hank  Notes. 

MAINE.— Juitwatc  Bank,  5's,  dated  May  1, 1818,  letter  C,  poorly  done. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE.— Cheshire-  Bank.  5\  dated  November  f>,  1820.— Concord  Bmk, 
2'«.  dated  Julv  1 .  1320.— Coos  Honk,  3's  ami  .Vs.— Exeter  Hank,  .Vs.— Grafton  Bank,  3*  w* 
}Q's.— Portsmouth  Bank,  l's,  old  emission.—  Union  Bonk,  4's  and  .Vs. 

VERMONT.— BurlinpUm  Bank,  V*  altered  to  10*5.—  Windsor  Bank,  l's  altered  to  Ts.  ;! 

MA£SA<  .IHJSETTS.— A^ricufturol  Bonk  at  PitlsMd,  5\  letter  A,  pavable  to  II.  Rv», 
Jnnoarv  1 .  181!».— r'  '>'i/r  Bank  'it  Pittsfrld,  KVs.  Auim«t  15, 1806, payablo  to  E.  Ardea^- 
/^W/'.m/  Co'mn-  ■•  \  1  >.  2's.  da  tod  .September  7. 1820.   fi's  and  I0Y— Bcotm  Bank,  tfc, 

payable  to  N.  llou...  »...:•  il  September  2t,  182I-. — Concord  Bank,  IV  pavable  to  Rogw  Vosfe, 

Ifttrr  A.  Julv  1,  1^20.    10V 1819.— Farmers1  Errhan*r  Bark  at  Glrmctstrr.  6>.  .Tulvl, 

1808.  pavablo  io  J.  RiishcII,  letter  C  and  January  4,  1808,  letter  H.  pavable  to  J.  Russell^ 
Hamis'iire  Bmk  at  Northampton.  Vs.  September  4,  1818.  1>,  2's  an<f  .V* .— Manufacturer*' 
*md  Mrhauir.s'  B-  '  ■•'  Tia<(on.  2's,  of  old  emission. — Phnri.r  Bank,  Nantucket,  .T»,  letter  B, 
dated  1st.  2d  Mo.  i  ..>.  3's.  letter  B,  of  2d  Mo.  1823,  pavT.  Jeflerson.— Sn0oik  Bank* 
Btiston,  5's.  dated  Mav  3,  1809:  Parker.  Ca.shier ;  FraueU.  President.  b\  Tetter  C,  dated 
«eptem!»er  il,  1818.  'Vs.  <!ated  Mav  1,  and  8. 1818  and  UI20.  10'«,  dated  April  i».  1821--» 
Union  Bank  of  Boston,  5's,  Mav  13."  1823,  pavable  to  N.  Emmons.  5's. —  Worcewter  B&k, 
2%  and  3V  '      '  * 


RHODE  ISLAND.— Bank  ofKmt.ffa,  letter  A, dated  April  1.1819.— Commercial  Bm 
at  Bristol,  10's.— dntrd  Brnk at  E*tst  Greenwich,  2's.— Cumberland  Bank,  2'*.  letter  C,  dtWl 
September  12, 182f>.—Ejxliange  Bank  at  Providence,  Vs.— Eagle  Ban<  of  Providence,  3fll 
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sady  stated  the  proportion  of  convictions  for  this  crime 
ent  prisons ;  in  some  1  to  10,  aud  in  others  1  to  8.      > 
the  sequel  to  the  Report,  show  in  what  way  the  evil 
Treat  extent,  prevented,  in  some  of  the  States. 

letter  F.  3'.«.  June  4,  1018,  letter  F,  payable  to  James  King.— Franklin 
I  "s.  Irtt^r  B,  dated  Ociolxir  1 , 1821 .  2's  atid  3's.— Franklin  Bank  at  Pro- 
err-  is  no  such  hank.]—  Ltndho/clrr's  Bank  at  8outi\  Kingston,  2's,  letter 

18 1  ?!.     2\,  Octol^er  1.1818,  payable  to  R.  Clarke,  letter  A.    3's,  letter  A, 

.'/*.  letter  A,  dated  November  19,  1818.— Jtfum^ic/urerr'  Bank  of  N. 
•r  A.  dated  January  7,  11525. — Merchants' Bank  of  > ft'ro;x»rt,  2's,  [spurious] 

I .  ItrJl. — Merchant*  Ih'uh  of  Providence,  10's,  letter  A,  dated  May  2ST, 
A',  hi.  Commercial  Hank  of  Providence,  l's. — Puwtucket  Bank,  l's,  let- 
iiank  at  Westerly,  b's.—lthode  Island  Union  Bank,  2's,  Idler  F,  dated  1 
tt-rrr  \VilHinmt  "Ban!:,  l's,  President  and  Cashier's  names  engraved.— 
K.  I.,  l's,  November  15,  1821,  payable  to  C.  Earle*.  2's. —  Warren  Bank, 
pa\  able  to  Samuel  Augcll.   1  's,  vignette  bad. —  Wasltington  Bank  at  Wm- 

1/1821.  2's,  payable  Ui  B.  Pomeroy,  July  1,1822.  3's,  dated  March  4th, 

r. — Eagle  Bank  of  Nav  Haren.  3's,  letter  C,  December  1, 1818.  6*8,  let- 
auk,  :¥s,  dated  September  5.  1819;  Fox,  Cashier,  Caldwell,  President. 
?  to  H.  Hendricks,  July  1.  1823.  3's,  dated  September  9, 1819;  William 
J.  Caldwell,  President.  3's.  dated  January  1,  1820;  H.  Burr,  Cashier, 
i«fcni.  3's,  payable  to  H.  Hendricks,  dated  1  July,  1823.  10's,  [spun- 
Waikin-on,  letter  B,  dated  August  1, 1819,  and  January  1, 1824;  Horace 
ISnihaniel  Terrv,  President. — Middletoum  Bank,  10*s,  payable  at  Mc- 
w  York,  dated  May  1,  1817.  10's,  May  1,  1819,  payable  at  Mechanics' 
•JUeWi'iiiir*'  Bank,  "New  Harden,  5's.  letter  C,  payable  to  S.  F.  Lambert, 
i'eto  iltivtn  Bank,  3's.  10's,  payable  at  the  City  Bank  of  New  York. — 
2*s,  1820,  other  marks  same.  2\  letter  A,  November  1, 1821,  Thatcher, 
Presideu*.  5's,  January  1,  1820,  letter  C.  5's,  payable  to  E.  Perkins 
r  C,  November,  1821.  10's,  [spurious,]  letter  C,jpayu.  Je  to  J.  Jones,  Ju- 
Batik  of  Haitfordf  l's,  dated  March  I.  1818;  George  Beach,  Cashier, 
,  engraved,  l's,  dated  August  1,  1821,  letter  A.  l's,  payable  at  Lite1* 
I ,  letters  A  and  O.    2's,  January  1 .  1818,  letter  D,  well  done.    3's,  paya- 


■uer  B,  No.  1822,  dated  1  January,  1821.  10's,  payable  to  S.  Sloan,  let- 
.  2fr*s,  altered  from  a  I  of  March  1 ,  1820,  letter  V.—Stonington  Bank,  5's, 
W.  R.  Palmer.  Novcml»er4,  1822.  5's,  dated  November  4. 1822,  vir- 
ht. —  Union  Bank  of  Netr  Jjondon,  l's,  letter  G,  dated  July  1, 1821.  5*t, 
rue.  January  1,  1812,  letter  C.  5*s,  letter  C,  dated  January  1,  1822.— 
Bank,  3's,  letters  C  c,  date/1  January  2, 1823.  5's,  payable  to  G.  Cobb, 
2,  1823. 

{  YORK. — Bunk  of  America,  5's,  payable  to  James  Monroe,  letter  F, 
payable  to  S.  llowlaud,  letter  A,  May  1,  1824.— Bank  of  New  York,  Fs, 
f's,  old  plates,  payable  tolwarer,  Dec.  1, 1819  :  none  of  this  plate  now  in 
iters  A  and  B,  datccl  Dec.  I,  1819.  3's,  old  plate,  payable  to  bearer :  no' 
iow  in  circulation.  5's,  letter  D,  dated  Jan.  4. 1820.  5's,  letter  D,  dated 
le  to  O.  Stone  or  toarer.  10's,  altered  from  l's,  letter  B.— City  Bank, 3% 
1819;  verv  close  imitation. — DeLucare  and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  6*8, 
"raiikUn  lUiik,  l's,  payable  to  II.  Aslor,  letter  A.  January  1,  1821.  2's, 
■  ?*1.  3's,  payable  to  D.  Burlas  and  Lafayette,  letter  D,  October  20, 1819. 
),  pavable  to  C.  Rodgers.  letter  D.    3's,  letter  D,  dated  July  13,  1818. 


led 
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•11  executed,  letter  H,  July  4.  lfl&fi.  3's,  letter  K,  and  some  letter  I,  paya- 
ard  and  J.  Mc Bride ;  closely  imitated,  dated  May  1, 1825.  6's,  payable 
rsGp.  June  1, 1823.  5's,  payable  to  H.  Rutgers,  letter  E,  June  1, 1814. 
.  l's.  dated  November  1, 1823.  2's,  Januarv  1. 1814,  letter  H,  payable  to 
>d  February  22. 1819.  3's,  pavable  to  J.  Fleming,  dated  November  1, 
to  II.  C  De  Rham,  letter  C,  dated  February  22, 1819.  5,s,  dated  Feb- 
»,  payable  to  F.  Cooper,  letter  D,  February  22,  1819.  10's,  letter  H,  pay- 
inton,  September  14.  1813.  old  plate.  10*s,  letter  C,  dated  February  2t, 
Irm*.  l's  .[spurious,]  <lated  May  1, 1824;  E.  Dudley,  President.  S.S.Clay, 
CatJin,  President,  Walter  Mead,  Cashier.  2's,  fetter  B,  signed  Walter 
nde  Catlin,  President,  dated  Nov.  1, 1823.  flU" Observe  in  the  bad  notes 
rords  "  to  pay  the,"  is  not  crossed.]    2's,  letter  A,  Sept.  4, 1824}  Vroom. 
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Character  op  the  Colored  Population. — Id  tbe  last  Report, 
this  subject  was  exhibited  at  considerable  length.  From  n  deep  con- 
viction of  its  importance,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  keep  it  ever  before 

Cashier,  Watson,  President;  nn  such  1'rcsidcnl.  3'j,  letter  F,  payable  lo  bearer,  Auguti  4, 
1810.  3's,  letter  F.  payable  lo  bearer,  [Oj"»i  <>«■■]  &■»,  payable  to  II.  S.  Colt,  leuer  E, 
March  1,  1826.— Plumx  Bank,  2's.  letter  (;,  No.  1513,  dated  August  20,  ISS2.  l's.  l.«rC, 
Mo.  S3iy,  daled  November  25,  1322.  2's,  letter  C,  Nmeml.er25,  18SS.  payable  lo  J.  Robins. 
ICi,  [spurious,]  teller  B,  dated  April  1,  IKS.  lies...  Cashier,  Lnw,  PretWenl.  Jffs.  l»-urioi».] 
payable  lo  J.PinekBcy,  dated  May  1,  [82S  ,  E.  Cuyter,  Cashier,  H.tStiiWl,  Pmideut.  atita, 
payable  to  Itufiu  King,  letter  li.  close!  v  imitated.-  -t-'mmi  ifrmi,  1':..  letter  H.  ;!'»,  p:iyil>'r 
tot  Cbaevei.  July  1!T,  1818.  2's,  letter  A.  3's,  letter  E.  mid  somcof  letter  F.  payable  to  G. 
How  land,  dated  Bfay  1, 1825,  r>i«ly  imitated.  5'»,  leuer  D,  Juuc4,  1818,  payable  to J.PlaU, 
-signed  Jiio.  Low,  ami  Ainusa  Jackson. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK.— ftiri  of  Athonu.b'i,  old  plate,  }nM  1,1807,  teller  E.pey.- 
Ma  to  J.  Sunders.— Ban*  ft/ Osteal*.  9  a,  letter  A,  dated  April  1,1817.  and  October  S,  1817— 
B»i  n/Ctaseji™.  3'*,  payable  loF.  Mead,  letter  E.  September,  1818.  ffa,  payable  la  D, 
Wood..  January  4, 181a.  3a,  payable  lo  Tni man  En,  letter  I>,  September  4,  1831.  3s. 
payable  lo  J.  V.  Yates,  daled  ISovr  ruber  1.  llfil.  3's,  Ipii.-r  II.  j,nwbf,.  to  F..  Williams, May 
2, 1825 ;  Hiltnr,  President,  Birdsall,  Cashier.  3"*,  payable  lo  T.  Eros,  September  4, 1«(F 
taller  D— Am*  tfCUimtit  of  Hudmrn,  5's.— JJ,m*  «/  Grnou,  l's,  letter  A, dated  Juiuary  1, 
1819.  1'),  payable  u>  H.  Bogan.  daled  July  1..1821.  ITa,  parable  lo  1!.  ,up,  letter  A.  Oe- 
tober  1,1913.    3"s.  tetter  A, October  I,  J8I8;  ftccs,  Cnsliier,'I>wisM,  Preilcul.    3's,  letter 

A,  No.  1370,  dated  March  1.  1818.  10'»,  payable  M  R.  Troup,  dated  August  1,1823.  IO'i, 
August  1  £S3,  payable  lu  R.  Trouri,  letter  A.  10'«,  payable  lo  R.  Trutip,  letter  A.  January  I, 
18SU.— Book  of  Htmturgh,  b\  payable  loll  Hitler,  k-UerU  tinted  4  January  1817;  poorly 
done,  fin,  payable  to  N.  Pater™,  leller  (i.  August  1,1317.  b\  dated  September  U,  1819; 
Walwonb,  Co*b>cr,  Belknap.  Pre«dcnt.— IfonkefOnngt  Cento,  2's,  November  I".  1813, 
payable  lo  E.Rurrell.  Idler  B.  2's.  daled  July  1,  1820, teller.  Bb,  i.U  I'a  aiul  a"*.  BlI*. 
tee C,  November  10,  1818.  St,  Inters  Cc,  January  I,  1820:  olliers,  C,  November  10,  181a. 
tYa,  January  1,  1820,  le.ier  C,  payable  lo  N.  IJetuon.-Rani  of  PbtULHrgh ,  5»,  October!, 
1817,  letter  It.  payable  uj  S.  Wells,  Ji'i,  OclnLier  lf>,  1817,  letter  A,  payable  lc>  E.  Flail— 
B^kofTrn.T".  letter  Y,  dated  Hay  2,  1314.  and  Aiieuii  7. 1814.  3>,  letter  Z,  dated 
*--'  * '  "-'  •""      •"■•-  ' -  -  '— '  -•"*»,  letter  F.    10'.,  payable  to Itatt  Mou,  lat- 

■™  I'uWi/,  l;i,  nxviiblc  lo  P.  May  her.  letter  A,  dated  February  4, 
i  September  1,  1823.     I'm,  May  1,  182C,  letter  B.    3'»,  letter  F,     < 

" '    ■"»,  letter  E,  payable  lo  D.  WncJ-      "-    ' ^ 

r,  While,  Pn-sidenl. 

._ ,__,_.. led  Juue  4,  185k— i _ . , 

FebniaryK,  131n;  Oleott,  Caihier,  KpewCT,  President.    f%,  dnted  Noveaa- 

leiter  X ;  Olrtm.  Cashier,  Knouer.  President.    3's.  payable  to  C  E.  Uadky.  let-    ' 

.      IS,  1880.— MMIt  District  Bonk.  5'a,  letter  B;  A.  G.  rflorm,  President,  U.  CooV 

edjre,  Ca.hier.— ">>■  York  Slut*  Btmkot  Albam/,  2's.  teller  Q.  daled  May  1,1819.  fa,  ksr- 
urO.  dated  July  1,1817.     Lellers  Tl,  payable  lo  R.J.  LiviueHou.  daled  June  4.  1820.    Vt, 

Kyable  to  R.  Liviopsioo.  loner  T.  May  1,1821;  aifriiBture  iiforly  dear.     10"s.  letter  O.rsared    ' 
re.  1  and  26. 18*0.— Oufcin'o  Bont.'l's.  pavnble  at  t'liea,  Julv  4.  1BS3,  Aiur.  4,  1315,  Ictusr 

B,  payable  to  J.  Parker.  2's,  Feb.  1,  1820  i'oOicr  matki  same  ns>  paper.  2:i,  payable  lo  B.  : 
Johnson,  fi's,  payable  lo  F.  Chauiu,  letter  F,  rVbruwv  1,  1S».— OroVwii-  BroiiA  Buaiat  i 
fJKtn,  I'a,  letter  li.  May  1.  1B3T)  and  1821.  1  l-2s.  panbte  at  L'tica,  teller  A.  May  1.  ISA  - 
S*a.  No.  1563,  letter  C,  dated  February  1,1820.  3's,  leiicr  IS.  dated  Febrtmry  I,  1330.  tfa, 
JoaiiKon.  PresideiTt,  J.  II.  1  Jilhrrjp,  Cn'ihier.—  Him  Itant,  10'-,  pa>tihle  to  R.  Brent,  letter  A, 
Joly  I,  1819—  rVainrn'TOD  oW  Worm  Bant.  l's.  payable  lo  A.  Bell,  letter  A.  Aucna,  I8H.  ■ 
1\  IBS*,  other  marks  same  as  paper.    2's,  payable  to  1.  Corse,  letters  Bb,  Auguit  1,  18S4, 

HEW'JKKSKV.— ftiBtn/'AVw  BnmtuHtk,  3'«,  (urned  C.  W.  Dunhatn,  Cashier,  J.  B. 
Reenburrh.l'i...,!.  m  ;  ,..,,. ,!.■.  ,.,  L,  Dunham,  March  \  1817,  letter  A:  i»  saeh  ptale*.  3X 
payable  lr,  J.  I'.kiI.N-ii,  ,  \\  r..!„-„-,r?l,  1822;  well  dooe^-ComiMiTwi  Bmi  ol  Armnmaw, 
lf»,pavab  ,  i.,\\    I',,    ,.  -,,.  ,  ifilcloJohnliraen.letlcrA.daiedMav  12,  18S3,  and  Ja.    ' 

ly  1,1823;  « Il-.i.I.  i  'ii-Ii  ,:i,  IVirker,  1'mident— /fa/ntoi  Hanking  iml  OrnaW  Owf 

n,  l's  all..  ..I  l.  in-  ;  il„  ,-,-.,  „.,    eam-boalontheBenuine  10>.    3"a,  leller  A,  dated  April    . 
Si,  IBW—  ,\n..,./.    /(.«;,.■■  -  .,„:!   imwcf  Compmy,  I'a,  letter  C.  dated  22d  rseateistbar, 
1818.    2's,  1,-tii-rC    .i.i,<i  .1.,, ,„  . ,,  9,1822;  C.adil,  President.  Beach,  Cashier.— ftattrM    ; 
Banr,r«.lMieri'.  M..  1.  lil>.  payable  to  J.  M.Reynolds.    I'a,  leuer  C,  No.  411,  dated     ' 
Novemhe-  I    i  ...      ijableio  G.  P.  Harper,  dated  1  April,  1818.    3's,  letM 

C,daie.lM.,  ll.:  ....  t',  dated  May  1, 1824— Sole  Bank  al  Content,  6's,  payar  . 
bk  to  A.  Gould,  letter  A.  March  4,  18J1 .  JS»i.  payable  to  J.  Adams,  letter  B,  dated  Jauuan 
7.I8J"— Slo/f  Rode  at  FJhoMlilolm,  \>.  payable  to  T.  Salter,  letter  C.  January  6,  1BB4- 
Oiit Boakaf  Morrii td Mnrrisiwi.  l's, dated  Ji.im.iry  1, 1818.  lit, leller R,  January  1, IBatL 
payable  to  Jos.  Cutter,  l's.  daled  January  1, 1820,  teller  C;  nocenuineeTibiadaieouL  3% 
[apurious,]  latter  E,    3'»,  payable  to  S.Coodit.  daled  June  1, 18J0.    3'i,  letter  F,  dated  Oe- 
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nd,  till  the  remedy  is  applied,  we  present  the  following 
g,  in  regard  to  several  States,  the  whole  population,  tfce 
ation,  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  the  number  of  Col- 
's payable  to  Jos.  Cuiter.  May  1, 1824,  letter  E.— State  Bank  of  Newark,  Va, 
avetnl>er  10.  1821.  l's.  (livable  at  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  letters  Ee, 
10, 1 821 .  3's,  payable  at  Mechanics'  Bank ,  Nfc  w  York .  letter  F.— State  Bank 
k.  3*s,  payable  to  L.  Duubam,  letter  A,  dated  March  6, 1817.  5's,  navnble 
r  D.  September  13. 1319.  5's,  payable  to  S.  Bttfhop,  letters  D  and  E.'Feb- 
10V,  altered  from  l's.  letter  A,  payable  to  J.  Marsh.  10'*,  letters  F  ami  B, 
Sustex  Bank  at  Norton,  3's,  letter  t),  July  4, 1818.  payable  to  D.  Ford.  3% 
other  marks  same  as  paper.  3's.  payabte  to  D.  Ford,  letter  D,  dated  March 
n  Banking  Company,  l's,  payable  to  T.  Budd,  letter  C,  September  22, 1818. 
Umkat  Hackenjtack,'[late  Werhawk,]  l's  altered  to  ID'S. 

\NIA.— Bank  of  North  America  in  Phifadrlnliia,  5's.— Bank  of  the  Northern 
uMpltia,  20"s,  payable  to  J.  Jenks,  letter  <3,  aated  January  1, 1815. — Batik  of 
Pluladetv/iia,  5's,  letter  C.  5's,  payable  to  E.  Evans,  letter  C,  April  7. 18l9. 
Surg,  10's,  October  17, 1815,  letter  C,  payable  to  M.~  Andrews. — Bridgeport 
^ooxpanu,  2*s ;  \XT  *°  s"Hi  institution.] — Commercial  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
&s.  payable  to  T.  Astlev,  letter  B,  March  4, 1819 :  Williams,  Cashier,  Bay- 

10's.  payable  to  H.  day,  letter  C,  January  8,  1824:  Williams,  Cashier, 
nt.— Eastvn  Bank,  2*s,  letter  A.  dated  July  3. 1815.  IPs,  payable  to  J.  Post, 
1, 1824.  letter  C— Farmer*1  Bank  of  Bucks  County,  5's.    IPs,  payable  It 

A,  dated  February  6, 1815.  10's,  letter  A,  dated  September  4  and  10, 1819. 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Pa.  10's,  payable  to  P.  So  ley,  dated  9th  March,  1824. — 
h  Philadelphia,  Mrs,  letter  E,  payable  to  P.  Solev.  dated  5  February.  188ft. 
(Settysburgh  Bank,  5's,  payable  to  J.  Kerr,  dated  November  1, 1821,  letters 
risburg  Bank,  5's,  May  14. 1819,  letter  D,  payable  to  H.  Alward.  5's,  paya- 
•tter  C,  November  3, 1820,  Simpson,  Cashier.  5'*,  payable  to  R.  Kitig,  letter 
Jia.—Mom/gomem  County  Bank,  5's,  letter  B,  dated  July  2, 1825.— New  Sa- 
te County,  ^'s.— Philadelphia  Bank,  5'sjMyable  to  V.  Wier,  letter  C,  Jamnv 

payable  to  8.  Tice,  letter  C,  June  4, 1824 ;  Campbell,  Cashier,  Read,  Preti- 
able  to  J.  James  and  R.  Shade,  letter  C,  dated  September  7, 1819,  and  De- 
same  officers.  Silixr  Lake  Bank  at  Montrose,  5's,  [spurious,]  payable  at  lift 
*r  Y«rk<—  United  Slates  Bank ,  5's,  letter  A,  dated  September 7, 1819;  Smith, 
*,  President.  5's,  letter  H,  payable  to  J.  Peale,  Jr.  dated  September  7. 1819. 
Philadelphia,  letter  B,  January  1, 1817.  BWs,  payable  in  Philadelphia,  let- 
1, 1817.—  Westmoreland  Bank,  3's. 

Es—Bank  of  Delaware,  3's,  payable  to  J.  Erskine,  letter  D,  July  7, 1924,  Wor- 
t's, payable  to  S.  Bush,  letters  U  and  V,  September  9, 1821.  5's,  payable  la 
May  5, 1824,  tetter  F.— Farmers'  Bank  at  Done,  l's,  letter  B,  March  3, 182$; 
er,  Rkigoly,  President.  3's,  payable  to  L.  McLaoe,  letter  C,  September  15, 
rUm  ana  BranduvAne  Bank,  3's,  payable  to  J.  Jones,  June  26, 1814;  Byrnes, 
President.  20*8,  payable  to  C.  Adams,  letter  B,  dated  July  4,  1823;  Evan 
r,  Johu  Forbert,  President. 

>. — Annapolis  Branch  Bank,  3's,  John  Pincknev.  Cashier.  H.  H.  Harwood, 
ton  Branch  Bank,  2's,  payable  to  Ns.  Hammond,  letter  B,  April  1  and  8, 1818. 
of  Maryland,  10's,  payable  to  J.  Sewall,  letter  A,  July  4,  \&21.— Farmers' 
nd.  [Elkton  Branch ,]  .Vs.  letter  H, dated  September 4, 1819.— Franklin  Bank 
,  same  date ;  Jos.  L.  llawkins,  Cashier,  P.  Moore,  President  loo's,  dated  1st 
.  payable  to  A.  Luskin. — thzerstoum  Bank,  2*s,  payable  to  D.  Sprigg,  letter 
.  Ittl  l— Marin*  Bank  of  Baltimore,  l's.  2*s,  dated  November  2,  1819,  tetter 
hier.  3's,  dated  September  5, 1819 ;  J.  Burr,  Cashier,  Wall  worth,  President 
-.  l:!17.»av  to  J.  Rogers.  5's,  C,  text  hand,  payable  to  M.  Morris, dated 
siirncd  J.  liier,  Cashier,  and  Hezekiah  Waters,  President — Mechanics'  Bank 
,  letter  A. 

:)F  COM'MBIA.— Bank  of  Alexandria,  10's,  payable  to  H.  Clay,  letter  D,  v 
24. — Ilnik  of  the  Metropolis,  3*s,  January  1, 1815;  A.  Kerr,  Cashier,  J.  P. 
lent. — Farmers'  Bank  of  Alrnindria,  5's,  letter  B,  November  5, 1821,  paya- 
;  Hoof.  Cashier,  Scott," President.  10's,  letter  D.  November  5, 1821,  paya- 
—40arj«)rdlion  Bank  tf  Georgetmm,  2's,  dated  November  27, 1821,  and  De- 
—  Union  Bank  of  GeorgHmcn,  3's,  payable  to  William  Peun,  Decerning  1, 
"ajshier.  Bradley,  President.  5's.  payable  to  B.  Stoddart,  letter  B,  Decero- 
*atnctk  Bank  of  Washington,  100's.— Tmwwry  Notes,  5's  and  10's. 

.Bank  of  Virginia,  10's,  payable  to  P.  QuarleSj  letter  D,  December  10: 


Boll- 
IV9, 

£5,  payal  >fc  in  It .  Gray.    -0?s,  letter  B,  No.  593,  payable  lib  J.  Clark  \  Dan- 
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ored  convicts,  proportion  of  convicts  to  the  whole  population,  propor- 
tion of  colored  convicts. 


o 
Mass.  523,000        7,000 

Conn.  275,000        8,000 

N.  York,  1,372,000  39,000 
N.  Jersey,  277,000  20,000 
Penn.  1,049,000      30,000 

OB,  Proportion  of  the  Popular  Proportion  of  the  Colored  Popm- 

tion  sent  to  Prison.  lotion  sent  to  Prison. 

In  Massachusetts,  1  out  of  1665  1  out  of  140 

In  Connecticut,  1  out  of  2350  1  out  of  205 

In  New  York,  1  out  of  2153  1  out  of  253 

In  New  Jersey,  1  out  of  3743  1  out  of  833 

In  New  York,  1  out  of  2191  1  out  of  181 


President."  100's,  payable  at  Winchester  Branch;  Nichols,  President,  Hatcher,  Cashier— 
Petersburgh  Branch  Bank,  100's  and  200*8  same,  payable  at  Rwhmojd.— Richmond  Bant, 
200^,  payable  to  C.  Graunt,  dated  April  2,  1825.—  Valley  Bank,  100's,  payable  in  Romncy, 
letter  A,  May  21, 1818. 

NORTH  CAROLINA.— Cape  Fear  Bank  at  Wilmington,  10's,  payable  to  G.  B.  R.  SU- 
by,  letter  C,  November  3,  1814.  3's,  payable  to  Samuel  Craig,  January  6,  1818 ;  Potts, 
Cashier,  Williams.  President.  10*8.  payable  to  J.  Smith,  letter  C,  January  1. 1815.  fi0> 
dated  January  1, 1816.— State  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  Ps,  payable  to  James  Collins,  at  Um 
Edenton  Branch.  2's,  payable  at  Raleigh,  to  R.  Smith,  letter  D,  July  21. 1817 ;  Haywood, 
Cashier,  W.  Polk,  President.  5's,  payable  to  H.  Collins,  letter  C,  November  5,  1814;  Hay- 
wood, Cashier,  W.  Polk,  President.  10%  payable  to  R.  Potter,  letter  B,  March  4,  181$ 
Haywood,  Cashier,  W.  Polk,  President.  20's.  [O*  You  m«y  detect  the  5's,  10's,  ami  Vf\ 
of  the  State  Bank,  by  observing,  that  on  the  right  nand  and  on  the  top  of  the  bills,  there  is  I 
stamp  of  a  die,  with  5, 10,  or  20,  as  the  case  may  be,  having  around  it  22  small  circles  a 
dots  m  the  genuine,  but  the  bad  notes  have  but  20.  They  are  generally  filled  up'  payable  k 
H.  Collins.] 

SOUTH  CAROLINA.— Bank  of  South  Carolina,  20's,  no  date,  no  name.— Planters1  am 
Mechanic*'  Bank  of  Charleston,  5's ;  T.  Blackwood,  President,  D.  Ravenal,  Cashier.  Sffn,  lei 
ter  D,  September  4, 1823;  T.  Blackwood,  President,  D.  Ravenal,  Cashier.  100's,  letter  D 
September  4, 1823;  T.  Blackwood,  President,  D.  Ravenal,  Cashier.— South  Carolina  Bad 
at  Charleston,  10's,  payable  to  R.  Dever,  dated  1824;  Thomas  W.  Bacot,  Cashier.  100's 
dated  1823 ;  Thomas  W.  Bacot,  Cashier.— Union  Bank  of  Charleston,  506  ;  [CT  no  such  bill 
issued  by  this  bank.] 

GJ 

letter 
Bolton 
October 
100's. 

OHIO.— German  Bank  of  Wooster,  10's.— Western  Reserve  Bank,  2's,  5's  and  10's. 

ALABAMA.— 100's,  payable  to  W.  Tate,  letter  C,  December  20, 1820. 

LOUISIANA— Bank  of  Louisiana,  b\  10's  and  100's— Bank  of  New  Orleans,  Efft,  date* 
January,  1817;  also  100's. 


lober  2, 18S>.    10's,  payable  lo  B.  Holmes ;  Griffin,  Cashier,  Gray,  President.— Quebec  Bank 
10's.— Upper  Canada  Bank,  3's,  5's  and  10's. 
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Expense  for  tivt  Support  of  Colored  Convicts. 

fo  Massachusetts,  in  10  years,  $  17,734 

Id  Connecticut,  in  15  years,  37,166 

In  New  York,  in  27  years,  109,166 

Total,  $  164,066 

S'.ich  is  the  abstract  of  the  information  presented  last  year  concern- 
ing the  degraded  character  of  the  colored  population.  The  returns 
from  several  Prisons  show,  that  the  white  convicts  are  remaining 
pearly  the  same,  or  are  diminishing,  while  the  colored  convicts  are 
increasing.  At  the  same  time  the  white  population  is  increasing  in 
:be  northern  States  much  faster  than  the  colored  population. 

Whole  No.  of  Colored  Con-  Proportion. 

Convicts.  rids. 

Io  Massachusetts,  313  50  1  to  6 

In  Now  York,  381  101  1  to  4 

h  New  Jersey,  67  33  1  to  2 

13.  Inattention  of  the  Christian  Community. — It  is  a  general  fact,  that 
the  Prisons,  in  the  Atlantic  States  south  of  the  Potomac,  are  not  visited 
at  all  by  ministers  or  Christians.  Of  course  they  have  no  religious 
service  on  the  Sabbath ;  no  Sabbath  school  for  the  instruction  of 
young  convicts ;  and  no  attention  from  the  philanthropist  and  Chris- 
tian, to  prevent  abuses  which  may  possibly  exist  in  these  miserable 
phres.  In  all  this  district  of  country,  it  is  not  known  that  an  asso- 
ciation of  benevolent  individuals  has  ever  been  formed  with  reference 
to  this  subject. 

In  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  miseries  of  its  Prisons  have  become 
proverbial,  and  the  real  state  of  things  has  been  withheld  from  the 
public  prints,  from  regard  to  the  character  of  the  country. 

In  the  Baltimore  Jail,  it  does  not  require  much  time,  unless  its  cha- 
racter is  changed  within  two  years,  to  perceive  the  effects  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  within  its  walls  :  an  evil  which  could  hardly  be  supposed 
to  exist,  if  the  Christian  community  in  that  city  had  been  awake  on 
the  subject. 

In  Philadelphia,  there  still  exists,  on  Walnut  street,  one  of  the  most 
extensive  and  corrupt  Prisons  in  this  whole  country.  Its  crowded 
night  rooms  ;  its  undisciplined  throng  ;  its  enormous  expense  ;  its 
dreadful  mortality ;  its  issues  of  highway  robbers,  incendiaries,  and 
thieves,  as  proved  by  its  recommitments,  are  believed  not  to  be  sur- 
passed by  any  Prison  in  the  United  States.  This  state  of  things  could 
Bot  remain  as  it  is,  if  the  Christian  community  generally,  in  Philadel- 
phia, had  felt  that  interest  in  this  subject,  which  has  been  felt  by  a 
few  philanthropic  individuals,  through  whose  influence  a  most  mag- 
nificent and  costly  Prison  has  been  partially  built  It  is,  however, 
to  be  greatly  lamented,  that  this  Prison  will  not  probably  be  finished 
in  less  than  five  years :  during  which  time,  at  the  present  rate 

W  MORTALITY,  A  NUMBER  OF  CONVICTS,  EQUAL  TO  ONE  HALF  THE 

briber  now  in  prison,  will  have  died.  But  more  to  be  dreaded 
even  than  death  are  the  unutterable  abominations,  which  are  not  of 
fefrequent  recurrence  in  this  Prison,  and  which  cannot  be  prevented 

7* 
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while  it  shall  continue  to  be  occupied.  Surely,  if  these  things  were 
known  and  felt  by  the  Christian  churches  in  that  city,  the  work  of 
reform  would  proceed  more  rapidly. 

In  New  York,  the  miseries  of  Bridewell  and  the  Penitentiary,  in 
regard  to  jail  fever  and  mortality,  have  been  already  described.  But 
more  to  be  lamented  even  than  this  is  the  contagion  of  sin,  contracted 
in  the  indiscriminate  mingling  of  two  thousand  persons  annually,  of 
all  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt,  in  Bridewell.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed, 
that  a  public  nuisance,  which  has  been  presented  as  such  again  and 
again  by  the  grand  jury,  should  remain  till  this  time,  within  twenty 
rods  of  the  City  Hall,  in  New  York,  if  the  churches  of  Christ,  and  the 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  had  done  their  duty. 

In  Connecticut,  the  opinion  has  prevailed  extensively,  nearly  twenty- 
years,  that  Newgate  was  the  best  Prison  in  this  country  ;  and  yet  a 
very  imperfect  representation  of  its  character  within  the  last  two  years 
has  produced  a  great  change  in  public  opinion.  If  it  were  necessary, 
much  more  might  be  written  concerning  this  miserable  place,  under 
each  of  the  folio .ving  heads  :  its  filth ;  its  punishments ;  its  hard  and 
unprofitable  labor ;  its  enormous  expense ;  its  unsatisfactory  accounts ; 
its  proportion  of  recommitments ;  its  abuses  and  contaminating  vices. 
We  are,  however,  disposed  to  draw  a  veil  over  the  whole,  since  a  new 
Prison  is  built,  and  the  convicts  are  soon  to  be  removed  to  it  At  the 
8am e  time,  it  should  serve  as  a  beacon,  to  be  held  in  lasting  remem- 
brance, of  what  a  Prison  may  become,  almost  in  the  centre  of  a  Chris- 
tian State,  merely  because  its  true  character  is  not  understood ;  and  as 
evidence  of  the  importance  of  visiting  and  describing  such  places ;  for 
no  sooner  were  the  respectable  citizens  in  different  parts  of  the  State 
truly  informed  on  this  subject,  than  a  law  was  passed,  with  great  una- 
nimity, to  abandon  the  place  utterly,  and  build  a  new  Prison. 

In  Massachusetts,  nothing  more  need  be  said  concerning  the  Prison 
at  Charlestown ; — we  only  refer  to  the  description  which  has  been 
given  of  the  condition  of  the  lunatics  in  the  jails  of  this  Common- 
wealth and  how,  we  ask,  can  these  things  be  explained ;  on  any  other 
supposition  than  that  they  have  been  unknown?  That  this  is  the 
reason  is  rendered  probable  by  the  fact,  that,  when  there  were  ru- 
mors only  of  the  existence  of  these  evils  in  the  Prisons  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, a  committee  of  one  from  each  county  was  appointed'  by 
the  Legislature  to  examine  the  subject  That  committee  has  visited 
nearly  every  jail  and  house  of  correction  in  the  State,  and  prepared  a 
'report,  accompanied  with  two  bills,  providing  for  such  changes,  in 
regard  to  the  imprisonment  of  lunatics,  and  other  evils,  as  the  case 
requires.  It  remains  to  be  seen,  whether  such  evils  will  be  suffered 
by  the  Legislature,  after  the  facts  are  known. 

III.     Remedy  for  the  principal  Evils. 

4 

1.  Good  Officers: 

2.  Profitable  Employment: 

3.  Solitary  Confinement  at  Night: 

4.  Hard  Labor  by  Day: 

6.     Means  to  prevent  evil  Communication: 
6.    Means  of  Instruction : 
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7.  Homes  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents : 

8.  A  Jail  Delivery  of  Lunatics : 

9.  Attention  to  Health: 

10.  Attention  to  the  Causes  of  Crime: 

11.  Combined  and  powerful  Christian  Effort. 

1.  Good  Officers. — They  should  he  temperate  men.  It  is  injurious  to 
lee  red  faces  in  the  government  of  Prisons ;  for  the  convicts  say,  at 
once,  these  men  indulge  in  a  vice,  which  shows  itself  in  their  faces ; 
bow  do  we  know  that  we  cannot  tempt  them  to  do  other  improper 
icts ;  such  as  furnishing  us  prohibited  articles,  and  thus  enabling  us  to 
prosecute  our  designs  of  mischief  here ;  or  letting  us  out  to  prey  upon 
society,  and  immediately  receiving  us  again  to  the  Prison,  as  a  place 
of  protection  ?  If  we  cannot  do  this,  we  have  no  respect  for  them  ; 
ind,  if  tbey  punish  us,  it  may  be  because  they  are  intoxicated.  It  is 
useless  to  attempt  to  do  us  any  good,  under  the  government  of  such 
men. 

To  prevent  this  evil,  there  ought  to  be  no  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
do  appointed  time  in  the  Prison  for  drinking  spirituous  liquors.     This 
remark  is  applicable,  particularly,  to  Penitentiaries.     And  in  regard  to 
county  Prisons,  there  should  be  no  tavern  in  the  house  of  the  keeper. 
The  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  finding  this  to 
be  the  fact  in  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth,  have  reported 
« law  forbidding  it     If  keepers  of  Prisons,  in  addition  to  all  their 
other  temptations,  must  be  exposed  to  those  of  a  tavern  and  a  bar- 
room, the  danger  is,  if  they  are  temperate  when  they  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  their  office,  they  will  be  intemperate  before  they  resign  them. 
It  is  not  to  be  concealed,  that  in  some  of  our  Penitentiaries  are  places 
of  rendezvous  for  drinking  ardent  spirits ;  very  near  to  the  gates  of 
others  are  taverns,  to  which  some  of  the  keepers  resort ;    and  in  all 
are  duties  to  be  performed,  which  may  make  a  temperate  man  feel  the 
need  of  stimulating  liquor.     The  keepers,  therefore,  should  be  men  of 
inveterate  sobriety. 

They  should  be  men  of  unceasing  vigilance.  The  convicts  are  prone 
t">  idleness  ;  many  of  them  never  having  been  inured  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry ;  and  they  are  cunning  and  deceitful,  seeking  places  that  they 
may  spend  their  time  in  mischief.  When,  therefore,  convicts  may  be 
found,  in  many  places  within  the  walls  of  a  Penitentiary,  removed 
from  the  presence  and  oversight  of  a  keeper,  it  indicates  greu-  want 
of  vigilance  in  the  keepers.  By  a  statement  already  made,  it  appears, 
that  such  facts  are  of  common  occurrence  in  several  Penitentiaries. 
In  others,  the  keepers  are  often  found  in  considerable  numbers  in  the 
guard-room,  or  lounging  about  the  yard.  There  are  some  honorable 
exceptions  to  this  remark ;  where  the  vigilance  of  the  keepers  is 
scarcely  surpassed  by  the  never  ceasing  attention  of  teachers  in  Lan- 
carterian  schools.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  Keepers  must  be  vigilant, 
or  Penitentiaries  will  remain  schools  of  vice. 

They  should  be  men  of  pure  and  chaste  conversation.  If  they  are 
severe  and  passionate,  or  even  petulant  in  their  manner  of  speaking ; 
if  they  are  profane  and  obscene ;  if  they  revile  religion,  or  even  do  not 
speak  respectfully  of  it ;  if  they  feel  themselves  at  home,  when  con- 
vening with  convicts  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  taste  and  habits 
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of  the  convict ;  what  is  to  be  expected,  but  an  amalgamation  of  offi- 
cers and  keepers  in  one  corrupt  mass  ?  Some  security  may  exist 
against  so  great  an  evil,  by  selecting  men  for  this  station  of  pure  and 
chaste  conversation,  and  dismissing  those  of  an  opposite  character.  It 
is  painful  to  testify,  that  there  are  men,  in  several  Penitentiaries  at  the 
present  time,  who  are  not  an  example  in  this  respect  worthy  of  imita- 
tion, and,  more  than  this,  who  are  confirming  the  habits  of  convicts  in 
sin  by  their  own  ungodliness.  This  ought  not  to  be.  They  ought 
to  be  men  of  pure  and  chaste  conversation. 

They  ought  to  be  men  who  fear  God,  What  other  security  can  be 
sufficient  to  restrain  them  from  the  temptations  incident  to  their  situa- 
tion ?  Few  men  have  greater  temptations  to  fraud ;  few  men  have 
greater  trials  of  their  temper  ;  few  men  become  abusive  and  injurious 
with  greater  impunity  ;  none  have  greater  opportunities  to  learn  .  the 
arts  of  mischief.  What  man,  who  does  not  fear  God,  ought  to  be 
placed  in  such  a  situation  ?  It  is  devoutly  to  be  desired,  that  men  of 
this  character  should  be  found,  in  greater  numbers,  who  will  be  willing 
to  deny  themselves  some  of  the  comforts  of  life  for  the  good  they  may 
do  in  Prisons.  They  ought  to  remember,  however,  that  thsir  own 
principles  should  be  very  well  established,  before  they  expose  them- 
selves to  the  temptations  of  such  places. 

They  ought  to  possess  great  benevolence.     About  three  thousand  of 
the  greatest  villains  in  our  country  are  constantly  in  our  Penitentia- 
ries.    They  are  placed  under  the  immediate  care  of  about  two  hun- 
dred individuals.     The  opportunity  of  usefulness,  here  enjoyed,  is  seen 
by  what  Elizabeth  Fry  has  done  in  Newgate,  and  what  Howard 
has  done  in  many  Prisons.     It  is  common  to  look  upon  these  persons 
as  more  than  mortal ;  while,  in  fact,  they  are  persons  of  like  passions 
with  others.     The  great  secret  of  their  success  appears  to  be,  that  they 
both  labored  much,  with  great  benevolence,  in  a  department  of  hu- 
man affairs,  which  most  persons  of  the  same  spirit  neglect  altogether. 
This  is  undeniably  the  great  reason  why  their  success  appears  to  the 
world  to  be  so  wonderful.     The  same  powers  might  have  been  de- 
voted to  some  other  cause,  with* equal  industry  and  perseverance,  and 
the  persons  never  have  been  heard  of  out  of  the  circle  of  private 
friendship.     These  things  are  not  said  to  detract  from  the  immortal 
honors  which  belong  to  either ;  but  to  allure  others  of  similar  charac- 
ter to  the  same  field  of  usefulness.     If  such  persons  could  be  found, 
not  only  to  visit  Prisons,  but  to  become  officers  in  them,  incalculable 
good  would  be  done.    And  is  this  too  much  to  expect  ?     Out  of  ten 
millions  of  inhabitants  in  this  country,  are  there  not  a  sufficient  num- 
ber, besides  those  already  engaged,  who  have  all  the  prudence,  wis- 
dom, self-denial,  and  benevolence  necessary  to  qualify  them  for  a  most 
acceptable  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  station ;  and  who  not  only 
possess  the  necessary  qualifications,  but  the  disposition,  to  enter  a  field 
of  so  great  usefulness  ?    The  time,  we  believe,  is  approaching,  when 
it  will  be  more  generally  felt,  that  the  station  is  one  of  great  import- 
ance ;  and  when  persons  of  elevated  character  shall  be  made  willing 
in  greater  numbers  to  accept  the  trust     When  this  is  done,  and  our 
Prisons  are  furnished  throughout  with  good  officers,  then  will  much 
have  been  done  towards  making  them,  what  they  were  designed  to  be, 
places  of  punishment,  restraint,  obedience,  correction,  and  reform*- 
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tion ;  and  not  what  they  have  been,  to  a  lamentable  extent,  seminaries 
of  vice. 

2.  Profitable  Employment. — This  is  more  difficult,  with  bad  officers, 
t  bad  location,  and  a  great  diversity  of  curious  and  difficult  branches 
of  business,  than  in  other  circumstances  ;  but  in  every  Penitentiary, 
where  hard  labor  is  the  business  of  the  convicts,  something  must  be 
radically  wrong,  if  the  Institution  does  not  at  least  support  itself.  It 
has  been  done  in  Vermont,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  superin- 
tendent, about  five  years,  by  weaving  ;  it  has  been  done,  and  much 
more  has  been  done  in  New  Hampshire,  a  longer  period,  by  hammer- 
ing granite  ;  it  has  been  much  more  than  done  in  Massachusetts,  three 
years,  principally  by  hammering  granite ;  it  has  been  more  than  done 
in  the  female  department  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  principally  by 
spuming,  sewing,  and  knitting ;  it  remains,  therefore,  yet  to  be  proved, 
that  it  cannot  be  done  in  other  Penitentiaries. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  net  proceeds  of  several  Prisons, 
after  defraying  every  expense. 


1822 

Neva  Hampshire 

$  192,50 

Massachusetts. 

Baltimore, 
Female  Department. 

1823 

263,82 

$  227,63 

1824 

1,799,61 

$  312,78 

302,04 

1825 

5,340,57 

9,151,37 

1826 

8,819,17 

3.  Solitary  Confinement  at  Night. — Sufficient  evidence  was  exhibit- 
ed in  the  last  Report,  that  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  among 
well  informed  men  on  this  subject 

Melancholy  evidence  was  also  exhibited  of  the  crowded  state  of 
the  night  rooms  in  several  Penitentiaries.  "  In  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  from  two  to  six  are  lodged  in  each  room ;  in  Massachusetts, 
from  four  to  sixteen  ;  in  Connecticut,  at  Newgate,  from  fifteen  to 
thirty-two  ;  in  New  York  city,  twelve ;  in  New  Jersey,  ten  or  twelve ; 
in  Pennsylvania,  twenty-nine,  thirty,  and  thirty-one;  in  Maryland, 
from  seven  to  ten ;  in  Virginia,  from  two  to  four." 

It  is  the  principal  object  here  to  show  the  progressive  improvement 
and  the  present  state  of  our  Prisons  in  this  respect 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  the  number  of  prisoners  in  August,  1826,  was 
eighty-two  ;  the  number  of  cells  fifty ;  in  twenty-eight  cells,  one  in 
each";  in  twenty-two,  two  in  each.  In  Vermont  and  New  Hamp- 
shire there  has  been  no  change  during  the  last  year. 

In  Massachusetts  the  foundation  of  the  new  Prison,  to  contain  three 
hundred  cells,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  is  laid  within  the  walls  of  the 
jard,  at  Charlestown,  and  the  first  story  of  cells  is  partly  built 

In  Connecticut,  the  new  Prison  at  Weathersfield,  on  the  Auburn 
plan,  containing  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  cells,  is  nearly  finished, 
ud  will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  ail  the  convicts  from  Newgate 
in  September. 

In  New  York  city,  at  the  Penitentiary,  on  the  East  River,  the  par- 
tition walls  have  been  removed  from  a  part  of  one  wing  of  the  building, 
tad  thirty-two  cells  on  the  Auburn  plan  constructed. 
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At  the  House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in  New  York, 
two  buildings  have  been  erected,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  one  for  boys, 
containing  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  sleeping  rooms,  and  one  foi 
girls,  containing  sixty-eight 

At  Sing  Sing,  thirty  miles  above  New  York,  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  North  River,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  cells  are  completed, 
on  the  same  plan,  in  the  building  designed  to  contain,  when  finished, 
eight  hundred. 

At  Auburn,  the  number  of  cells  exceeds  the  number  of  prisoners 
more  than  one  hundred. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  prisoners  have  been  all  removed  from  that  part 
of  the  building  formerly  occupied,  where  the  night  rooms  were  crowd- 
ed, and  confined  in  the  south  wing,  in  cells  designed  originally  for 
solitary  confinement ;  but  so  constructed,  that  the  prisoners  can  have 
free  communication  with  each  other,  subject  to  no  inspection  from  the 
keepers.  The  number  of  prisoners  is  sixty-seven,  and  the  number  of 
cells  but  forty. 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  new  Prison  at  Pittsburg,  containing  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  solitary  cells,  on  a  plan,  the  ground  view  of  which  will 
be  exhibited  in  this  Report,  has  been  so  far  completed  as  to  admit 
prisoners. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  new  Prison,  which  is  partly  built,  has,  erected 
within  its  walls,  three  ranges  of  cells,  containing  one  hundred  and 
eight,  not  yet  completed,  on  a  plan  differing  from  that  adopted  either 
at  Pittsburg  or  Auburn,  the  ground  view  of  which  will  be  also  ex- 
hibited. 

In  Maryland,  the  Governor  recommended,  in  his  message  to  the 
Legislature  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session,  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing, in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  for  the  purpose  of  solitary  confine- 
ment at  night,  and  an  appropriation  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

In  the  District  of  Columbia,  not  only  the  new  Penitentiary,  but  the 
county  Prisons  in  Washington  and  Alexandria,  are  to  contain  cells,  on 
the  Auburn  plan,  for  solitary  confinement  at  night :  the  Penitentiary 
is  to  contain  one  hundred  and  sixty. 

In  Virginia,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio,  it  is  not  known  that  any 
change  has  been  made,  during  the  last  year,  in  the  night  rooms  of  the 
Penitentiaries. 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  every  friend  of  humanity,  and  every  'enemy 
of  systematic,  combined,  and  desolating  villany,  to  know  that  so  much 
progress  has  been  made  towards  providing  in  our  Prisons  suitahle 
apartments  for  solitary  confinement  at  night 

4.  Hard  Labor  by  Day* — Some  of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  hard  labor 
are  the  following :  it  is  productive ;  it  is  healthy  ;  it  teaches  conricts 
how  they  may  support  themselves  when  they  leave  the  Prison  ;  it  is  refor- 
matory ;  it  is  consonant  with  republican  principles. 

It  is  productive.  It  has  already  been  seen,  that  several  Penitentia- 
ries, in  this  way,  more  than  support  themselves ;  and  the  opinion  has 
been  expressed,  that  something  is  radically  wrong  in  others,  where  the 
same  is  not  done.  This  opinion  is  not  expressed  without  the  know- 
ledge of  a  multitude  of  facts,  besides  those  already  stated,  which  leave 
our  own  minds  as  fully  convinced  on  this  subject^  as  the  minds  of  the 
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&nm4»MK»  of  the  Legislatures  of  ta^  The 

faper  sag,  in  substance,  that  they  have  yet  to  learn,  why  a  Peniten- 
tiary in  Connecticut  cannot  support  itself;  and  the  latter,  that  "the 
PrwMi  at  Auburn,  and  every  other  State  Prison,  ought  to  defray  its 
era  expenses." 

M  k  healthy*    The  London  Medical  Repository  states,  that  the 
fcatbe,  in  the  Prison  at  Mietx,  were  diminished  one  half  by  the  intro- 
iaetion  of  labor ;  and  in  the  Prisons  of  France,  generally,  the  mortality 
which,  before  the  year  1819,  had  been  in  the  Prisons  of  Paris,  as  well 
ss  hV  the  provincial  Prisons,  one  to  twenty-three,  had  been  diminished 
tsone  in  thirtr-three.    This  saving  of  life  is  attributed,  chiefly,  to  one 
d  the  moat  beneficial  measures  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  improve- 
■ptef  Prisons*  via.  the  introduction  of  labor. 
Inrecard  to  our  own  country,  it  has  been  stated,  that  the  mortality 
£;  I    nYChanestown.  Manv,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  at  Lamberton,  N.  J.,  is 
.  ar  I    nSont  one  to  fifty,  or  two.per  cent ;  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
nnd  die  House  of  Refuge  in  New  Fork  city,  less  than  one  to 
In  all  these  Prisons  hard  labor  is  the  business  of  the  convicts. 
is  true,  indeed,  that  the  mortality  in  the  State  Prison  in  New 
Teak  city*  and  in  the  old  county  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  on  Walnut- 
been  many  years  one  to  eighteen,  or  six  per  cent ;  even 
n  that  of  the  Prisons  in  France,  in  their  most  sickly  condi- 
,;  bat  when  the  examination  shall  be  made  (which  ought  soon  to 
la  saadflL)  of  the  causes  of  this  dreadful  mortality,  there  is  no  reason 
Is  jpmnend  that  it  will  be  attributed  to  hard  labor.    Notwithstand- 
ing^ tnesenne,  what  might  possibly  be  represented  as  an  exception, 
An  genondn^  thnthardlaoerin  Prisons  is  healthy,  will  be  admitted. 
MjossAss  c&mitt*  how  they  nun;  smart  themselves  when  they  lea** 
^  ft  is  a  part  of  the  admirable  system  at  Auburn,  and  out 

convicts  discharged  from  that  Prison,  from  whom  in- 
has  been  received,  fifty-two  have  returned  to  their  famili**, 
sdnatrioua  and  respectable  citizens*    The  evidence  of  this 
frfahlfiil  fail  mill  be  exhibited  in  detail,  in  the  sequel  of  this 


t 
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is  reformatory.    The  fact  just  stated  is  proof  of  tLis,  as  well  as  of 
thanrapasitinn  far  whieh.it  was  adduced. 


wish  repobUcan  principles,    This  is  sufficiently  app*- 

it  has  been  introduced  in  all  the  United  States  where 

have  been  established ;  nor  is  it  known,  that  there  is 

its  being  abandoned,  except  in  Pennsylvania.    And  it 

b^^HsntiaB,  not  yet  decided,  whether  it  will  be  abandoned  there. 

Wo  nmy,  therefore,  consider  the  point  sufficiently  established,  at  least 

Jhj*  wuntry  generally*  that  hard  labor,  which  is  productive,  and 

teachea  the  convicts  how  they  may  support  themselves, 

knsfonintary,  which  is  consonant  with  republican  principles, 

to  be  a  part  of  the  discipline  of  a  Penitentiary. 

&   Jfson*  to  preomt  evil  communication* — Solitary  confinement,  at 

Mb?  mnvi  /after  oy  day;  vigilant  inspection  night  and  day  ;  a  place 

momwmmwnflmt  erery  man  in  his  place ;  using  a  token  when  any  man 

Ummskssfmw;  the  lock  march  from  the  shops  to  the  cells,  and  from  the 

totho.mwfSf' mot  permitting  the  men  to  face  each  other  when  their 

—  "      aUto  face  the  same  way  ;  eating  their  food  in  the 
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Solitary  confinement  jit  night.  '  If  the  Prison  is  properly  constructed, 
evil  communication  can  be  prevented  almost  entirely,  when  the  men 
axe  in  the  cells,  which  is  ordinarily  twelve  hours  in  twenty-lour.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  the  solitary  cells  in  the  old  Pris- 
ons in  this  country,  with  hardly  an  exception,  are  so  constructed,  that 
the  convicts  can  communicate  with  each  other  from  window  to  win- 
dow, or  from  door  to  door,  without  detection.  A  Prison,  therefore, 
constructed  like  that  at  Auburn,  after  the  model  of  which  so  many  of 
the  r.£\v  Prisons  are  building,  with  such  facilities  for  inspection,  that 
one  sentinel  can  prevent  communication  between  two  hundred  men, 
is  gicut  gain.  With  a  building  on  this  plan,  and  proper  inspection 
wliiic  tlie  men  arc  in  their  cells,  evil  communication  can  be  almost 
cuthuly  prevented  during  the  night  How  shall  it  be  prevented  during 
the  day  ? 

Bf  firoductive  labor.  It  is  much  more  difficult  to  prevent  human 
beings  from  doing  mischief,  when  they  have  nothing  else  to  do,  than 
when  they  are  busily  and  usefully  employed.  This  is  a  principle,  in 
regit  rd  to  man,  of  so  universal  application,  that  it  is  matter  of  congratu- 
lation and  joy,  that  it  is  kept  in  view  even  in  the  management  of 
Prisons.  The  busy  hum  of  industry,  breaking  the  stillness  of  the 
scene,  as  heard  in  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  is  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
oaths  and  imprecations,  the  obscenity  and  pollution,  the  schemes  of 
viilany,  and  malignant  soliloquies,  which  may  be  heard  by  the  side  of 
the  solitary  cells  or  gloomy  dungeons  in  many  Prisons,  where  labor 
has  not  been  introduced,  or  in  those  States  where  a  part  of  the  penalty 
is  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor.  But  with  the 
aid  of  productive  labor  to  prevent  evil  communication,  something  more 
is  necessary ;  for  in  many  Penitentiaries,  where  labor  is  introduced, 
there  is  still  much  evil  communication.     How  shall  this  be  prevented? 

By  vigilant  inspection  day  and  night.  This  is  done  most  effectually, 
during  the  day,  by  assigning  every  officer  a  given  number  of  men,  for 
whose  good  conduct  he  is  responsible.  In  the  shops,  he  has  his  place 
of  observation,  where  he  may  be  always  found  during  working  hours. 
If  he  has  occasion  to  leave  the  shop,  he  does  not  do  it  till  some  one  it 
obtained  to  take  his  place  during  his  absence.  In  this  way,  his  eye, 
or  the  eye  of  his  substitute,  is  constantly  upon  his  men.  When  the 
men  leave  the  shops  to  return  to  their  cells,  he  walks  by  their  side  { 
and  when  they  are  brought  again  from  the  cells  to  the  shops,  he  does 
the  same.  In  this  way,  if  one  keeper  has  assigned  to  his  care,  not 
less  than  twenty,  nor  more  than  thirty  men,  he  can,  to  a  great  extent* 
prevent  evil  communication  during  the  day.  And  at  night,  if  the 
Prison  is  properly  constructed,  one  sentinel,  by  walking  continually  in 
moccasins,  on  the  galleries,  or  in  the  area  in  front  of  the  cells,  may 
keep  silence  among  a  great  number  of  prisoners.  Thus,  by  vigilant 
inspection,  day  and  night,  evil  communication  is  almost  entirely  pre* 
vented.  In  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  object,  the  keeper  will 
be  much  assisted  by  having 

A  place  for  eriry  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place.  A  convict  should 
have  the  same  cell  at  night,  the  same  place  in  the  shops,  and  the  same 
relative  position  in  the  column,  while  marching  to  and  from  the  shops. 
Thus  if  there  is  any  communication,  except  between  those  who  ait 
near  each  other,  it  is  interrupted  and  difficult    The  practical  effect  el 
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this  rale  will  be  un  Jerstood  by  the  following  illustration.     A  convict 
from  a  Prisoji  containing  several  hundred  prisoners,  where  this  rule 
is  nrf  observed,  said  he  could  ordinarily  see  and  converse  with  unv 
priioner  i:i  the  establishment  in  the  course  of  a  day.     On  the  contrary", 
ffhere  the  rule  is  observed,  old  comrades  have  been  in  the  same  Prison, 
wed  through  the  same  yard  daily,  and  worked  month  after  month 
ia  different  shops  connected  with  it,  without  ever  having  an  opportu- 
nity to  speak  to  one  another,  and  each  without  knowing  that  lite  other 
»as  there.      It  is  not  perceived  how  order  could  be  produced,  and  evil 
communication  prevented  to  this  extent,  without  having  a  place  for 
wen-  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place.      But  sometimes  it  is  ncc.es- 
ary  for  men  to  leave  their  places  :    to  guard,  therefore,  against  the 
danajer  of  having  several  gone,  at  t!u»  same  time,  to  u  place  of  common 
resort,  it  is  benclicial  to  use 

A  token  when  any  man  leaves  his  place.  This  may  be  a  small  piece 
of  wood,  or  a  ring,  suspended  in  the  centre  of  the  shop.  If  this  is 
gone,  some  one  has  taken  it,  and  the  others  must  remain  where  they 
are.  The  effect  of  this  simple  and  good  design,  in  preventing  evil 
communication,  is  greater  than  would  be  readily  believed  by  those 
who  had  never  seen  an  illustration  of  it.  A  person,  who  had  the  care 
of  forty  or  fifty  convicts,  had  reduced  to  order  a  scene  of  confusion  ; 
so  that  the  principal  difficulty  that  remained  was  from  the  frequent 
escape  of  several,  at  the  same  time,  to  a  place  where  they  might  be 
mischievous  without  detection.  The  evil  was  prevented  with  great 
ease,  by  using  a  token  when  any  one  left  his  place.  Another  import- 
ant regulation  to  prevent  evil  communication  is, 

The  lock  march  from  the  shops  to  the  cells,  and  from  the  cells  to  the 
shops.  This  consists  in  forming  all  the  men,  under  the  care  of  each 
keeper,  into  a  solid  column,  and  requiring  them  to  march  off,  at  the 
same  time,  with  a  uniform  step,  in  a  solid  body.  The  object  is  to 
prevent  the  prisoners,  "  when  their  cells  are  unlocked,  from  Hocking 
confusedly  into  the  yard,  and,  at  the  sound  of  the  bell  for  meals,  from 
moving  like  an  undisciplined  mob  to  the  mess-room."  This  is  gene- 
rally an  evil  hour  with  prisoners ;  if  any  conspiracy  or  rebellion  is  un- 
der consideration,  it  is  then  communicated.  In  the  mode  proposed, 
it  is  a  time  of  as  much  order  and  silence  as  any  other  during  the  day. 
It  is,  in  fact,  a  peculiarly  favorable  time  to  see  the  order  and  regular- 
ity produced  in  Prison  by  salutary  discipline ;  and  if  any  one  hour 
were  to  be  selected,  while  the  prisoners  are  awake,  in  which  they  do 
nothing  and  attempt  nothing  of  an  improper  character,  probably  no 
hour  could  be  found  more  free  from  guilt  than  this.  Another  regula- 
tion of  considerable  importance  in  preventing  evil  communication  is, 

Not  letting  the  convicts  face  each  other  wfien  their  business  will  permit 
them  to  face  the  same  way.  This  rule  may  be  adopted  in  shops,  for 
shoemakers,  tailors,  and  weavers  :  also,  among  female  convicts,  when 
motored  in  sewing,  knitting,  and  spinning  :  and  on  the  Sabbath, 
when  assembled  in  the  chapel.  In  this  way,  the  language  of  signs, 
whether  by  the  hands  or  features,  is  prevented ;  for  the  signs  signify 
nothing  if  they  are  not  seen.  Now  if  the  king  of  counterfeiters,  or  a 
prince  in  any  department  of  wickedness,  can  be  placed  in  the  end  of  a 
kmg  shop,  and  be  permitted  to  sit  with  his  face  towards  the  convicts, 
and  have  them  all  facing  him,  he  will  be  very  happy  in  the  opportu 

o 
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nity  of  communicating  ideas  by  the  language  of  signs  ;  but,  turning  liii 
back  to  the  convicts,  and  his  face  to  the  wall,  he  will  feel  differently, 
The  principle,  therefore,  of  not  permitting  the  convicts  to  face  eacli 
other,  when  their  business  will  permit  them  to  face  the  same  way, 
is  believed  to  be  one  of  considerable  importance.  The  only  regulation 
remaining  to  be  mentioned  to  prevent  evil  communication  is, 

Eating  their  food  in  the  cells.  This  removes,  at  once,  all  temptation! 
to  mischief  in  a  common  hall.  This  regulation  has  been  adopted  ai 
Sing  Sing,  and  will  probably  be  adopted  in  Massachusetts. 

By  observing  these  rules,  evil  communication  may  be  in  a  great  de- 
gree prevented,  even  where  the  men  work  in  the  same  apartment. 

There  is  another  mode,  which  we  do  not  approve,  to  prevent  evi 
communication,  which  renders  many  of  the  above  regulations  unneces- 
sary; viz. 

Solitary  confinement  day  and  night.  On  this  subject,  there  is  grca 
interest  excited,  at  the  present  time,  in  America  and  in  Europe.  1 
will  be  our  object  to  present  such  facts  as  are  known  to  us  concerning 
experiments  already  made  in  this  country. 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  which  has  been  in  operation  about  three  years 
a  large  number  of  the  convicts  have  been  sentenced  to  six  months  soli- 
tary confinement  day  and  night,  and  to  a  period  of  time  afterwards  of 
solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  hard  labor  by  day.  A  considerable 
number  more  have  been  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement  day  anc 
night,  for  the  whole  term  of  their  imprisonment.  This  Prison  is  unde 
the  management  of  a  gentleman,  who  has  been  a  member  of  the  Se 
nate,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  who  is,  also,  a  skilful  physician.  H* 
has,  therefore,  been  entrusted  with  discretionary  power,  by  the  Execu 
tive,  to  remove  the  men  from  the  cells  to  the  hospital,  when  thei 
health  and  life  required  it.  The  former  Governor  of  the  State  inform 
ed  the  Secretary  of  this  Society,  that  it  would  not  have  been  though 
safe  to  inflict  sentences  of  so  long  continuance  in  solitary  confinement 
if  great  confidence  had  not  been  placed  in  the  discretion  of  the  super 
intendent  The  judges,  however,  and  the  Executive,  when  the  Prisoi 
was  built,  were  strongly  in  favor  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night 
and  they  wished  to  make  a  fair  experiment.  What,  then,  is  the  tes 
timony  of  the  superintendent  of  this  Prison,  on  this  vastly  importan 
and  interesting  subject  ?  And  what  is  the  testimony  of  the  Record 
of  the  Prison  ?  The  following  statement  is  collected  from  the  record 
and  the  superintendent  It  exhibits  the  names  of  several  convicts 
the  length  of  time  they  were  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement ;  th< 
length  of  time  they  were  able  to  endure  it  before  they  were  remove* 
to  file  hospital ;  the  length  of  time  they  remained  in  the  hospital  be 
fore  they  returned  to  the  cells ;  the  alternation  between  the  cells  anc 
the  hospital  to  fulfil  the  whole  term  of  solitary  confinement ;  and  tin 
suicide  of  two  convicts  in  the  cells.  These  are  the  only  convicts  wh< 
have  died  since  the  Prison  was  organized. 


Name  and  Sentence. 

In  Solitary. 

bt  Hospital. 

Jn  Solitary. 

Joseph  Bubier, 

June  18 

July    1 

12  days. 

62  days  solitary, 

July    3 

July    8 

5  days. 

and  one  year 

July  11 

July  23 

12  days. 

hard  labor. 

July  28 

Aug.  24 

27  days. 
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In  this  case  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  man  to  the  hospital  four 
times,  to  enable  him  to  endure  fifty-six  days  solitary.  The  Secretary 
»»■  him  when  he  was  removed  from  the  cell  the  last  time.  He 
shivered  like  an  aspen  leaf;  his  pulse  was  very  feeble;  his  articula- 
tion could  scarcely  be  heard  from  his  bed  to  the  grate  of  his  cell,  eight 
feet;  and  when  he  was  taken  out,  he  could  with  difficulty  stand  alone. 


Solitary. 

Dec   5 


Sukide. 

Dec.   8 


In  Solitary. 

4  days. 


Same  and  Sentence. 

Simeon  Record, 

70  days  solitary,  and 

four  years  hard  labor. 

At  half  past  seven  o'clock,  on  Wednesday  morning,  he  was  found 
dead,  having  hung  himself  to  the  grate  of  the  cell  with  a  piece  of  the 
Itshing  of  his  hammock. 

Same  and  Sentence. 

Isaac  Martin, 
60  days  solitary,  and 
3  months  hard  labor. 

Isaac  Martin  cut  his  throat  in  his  cell  July  26,  when  he  was  removed 
to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  nine  days,  and  died. 


Solitary. 

AiJjahor. 

In  Solitary. 

March  27 

April  20 

24  days. 

July  1 

July  26 

25  days. 

Nme  and  Sentence. 

Elisha  Cole, 
100  days  solitary. 


Socrates  Howe, 
f  months  solitary. 


Solitary. 

Nov.   6 
Jan.    4 

Solitary. 

July  4 
Sept  21 
Dec    2 

Jan.    19 


Hospital. 

Dec.  28 
Feb.  22 

Hospital. 

Sept  7 
Nov.  7 
Jan.  16 
Feb.  12 


Solitary. 

52  days. 
48  days. 

Solitary. 

66  days. 
47  days. 
44  days. 
23  days. 


flame  and  Sentence. 

Nathaniel  Parsons, 
6  months  solitary. 


Solitary.  Hospital.  Solitary. 

July    3  Aug.  16  43  days. 

Aug.  19  Aug.  27  •  8  days. 

Aug.  28  Sept  17  20  days. 

This  man  remained  in  the  hospital,  after  his  discharge  from  the  cell 
the  last  time,  from  September  17  till  December  3,  when  he  was  par- 
doned on  account  of  ill  health. 


Solitary. 

Sept  9 


Hospital, 

Jan.    9 


Solitary. 

4  months. 


Edmund  Eastman, 
4  months  solitary. 
This  man  endured  the  whole  period,  without  leaving  the  cell. 

An  Allen,  was  sentenced  to  six  months  solitary  and  two  years  three 
nonths  and  fourteen  days  hard  labor.  He  went  immediately  into 
folitary,  and  remained  seventy-four  days  without  interruption.  At  the 
end  of  this  period,  he  came  out  in  good  health,  and  performed  a  good 
diy's  labor  in  the  quarry.  Dr.  Rose  expresses  the  opinion,  that  this 
■an  would  live  in  solitary  confinement  about  as  well  and  as  long  as 
tay  where  else.  He  has  been  a  soldier ,  and  has  been  accustomed  to 
the  hardships  of  a  camp.  He  has  been  a  wanderer  in  the  world, 
without  a  home.  It  is  not  material  to  him  where  he  is.  The  keeper 
thinks  that  six  months  solitary  to  this  man  would  not  be  a  greater 
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punishment  than  fifteen  days  to  a  convict  who  had  been  accustomed 
to  die  comforts  of  life  :  also,  that  he  would  rather  endure  six  months 
solitary  confinement  than  ten  stripes.. 

•  John  Stevens  and  John  Cain  both  entered  the  Prison  at  die  same 
time,  under  sentence  of  three  months  solitary,  and  both  endured  the 
whole  period  without  interruption,  having  received  nothing  except  the 
usual  allowance  of  bread  and  water,  and  a  little  camphor  to  rub  on 
their  heads. 

Benjamin  Williams,  also,  endured  three  months  solitary  without 
interruption. 

But,  in  general,  the  superintendent  states,  that  nearly  as  much  time 
is  necessary  in  the  hospital  to  fulfil  long,  solitary  sentences,  as  in  the 
cells.  He  also  expresses  an  opinion,  in  his  last  report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, that  long  penods  of  solitary  imprisonment  inflicted  on  convicts,  is 
worse  than  useless  as  a  means  of  reformation.  The  character  of  the 
superintendent  of  this  Prison  is  such,  that  the  opinions  expressed  by 
him  on  this  subject,  as  the  results  of  his  experience,  will  be  thought 
worthy  of  particular  consideration.  He  says,  "  the  great  diversity  of 
character,  as  it  respects  habits  and  temperament  of  body  and  mind, 
renders  solitary  imprisonment  a  very  unequal  punishment  Some  per- 
sons will  endure  solitary  confinement  without  appearing  to  be  much 
debilitated,  either  in  body  or  mind,  while  others  sink  under  much  less, 
and,  if  the  punishment  was  unremittingly  continued,  would  die,  or  be- 
come incurably  insane. 

"  However  persons  of  strong  minds,  who  suffer  in  what  they  deem 
a  righteous  cause,  may  be  able  to  endure  solitary  confinement,  and 
retain  their  bodily  and  mental  vigor,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  expected  of 
criminals,  with  minds  discouraged  by  conviction  and  disgrace. 

"  Those  persons  who  shudder  at  the  cruelty  of  inflicting  stripes  as  a 
punishment,  but  can  contemplate  the  case  of  a  fellow  being,  suffering 
a  long  period  of  solitary  imprisonment,  without  emotion,  must  be 
grossly  ignorant  of  the  mental  and  bodily  suffering  endured  by  a  long 
confinement  in  solitude. 

"  As  far  as  the  experience  in  our  State  Prison  proves  any  thing  re- 
specting the  efficacy  of  solitary  imprisonment  in  preventing  crimes  by 
reforming  convicts,  it  will  induce  us  to  believe  that  it  is  not  more  effec- 
tual than  confinement  to  hard  labor.  Seven  of  the  convicts  now  in 
the  State  Prison  are  committed  a  second  time,  for  crimes  perpetrated 
after  having  been  discharged  from  this  Prison ;  three  of  these  had 
been  punished  by  solitary  imprisonment  without  labor,  and  die  others 
by  solitary  imprisonment  and  confinement  to  hard  labor. 

"  The  keeper  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
very  justly  observes,  *  that  a  degree  of  mental  distress  and  anguish 
may  be  necessary  to  humble  and  reform  an  offender ;  but  cany  it  too 
far,  and  he  will  become  a  savage  in  his  temper  and  feelings,  or  he  will 
sink  in  despair.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  uninterrupted  solitude  tends 
to  sour  the  feelings,  destroy  the  affections,  harden  the  heart,  and  xa- 
duce  men  to  cultivate  a' spirit  of  revenge,  or  drive  them  to  despair.' 

"  I  would  not  wish  to  be  understood  to  express  an  opinion,  that 
solitary  imprisonment  ought  not,  in  any  case,  to  be  inflicted.  On  the 
contrary,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  proper  punishment  for 
prison  discipline  in  many  cases ;  but  for  that  purpose^  short  periodl 


only  will  be  necessary;  seldom,  if  ever,  tp  exceed  ten  days.  In  the 
esses  of  juvenile  offenders*  it  may  also  be  very  useful  and  proper,  in 
periods  of  twenty,  or  thirty  days,  but  never  to  exceed  sixty  days.  If 
upcatanec  and  amqidmnrtare  not  effected  by  thirty  days  of  strict  soli- 
niy  confinement}  it  fan  Jcarely  be  expected  to  be  obtained  by  a  longer 


The  Legidatni*,af  Afajne,  in  consideration  of  the  opinions  and  facfe 
ibove  stated,  passed  a  law,  in  February,  1827,  in  the  words  following : 
yji  r  if.  fnecrffrf,  that  al},  punishments^  by  imprisonment  in  the  State 
Prison,  shall  be  by  confinement  to  hard  labor,  and  not  dv  solitary  im- 
:  FCOvid*d>;tbat  nothing  herein, contained  shall  preclude 


the  see  of  ooljtaty .  confinement  .as  a  prison  discipline  for  die  govern- 
■eH  **d  good  ordec  of  the  prisoners.'?  Thus,  we  have  endeavored  to 
tridbit  the  result*  of  ^experience  of  die  State  of  Maine,  in  regard 
It  selit*^  imprisonment  ,day  and  night 

In  vNew  Hampshire,,  Moses  C.  Pilsbury,  Esq.  who  has  been  seve- 
ral yeaas  die.  warden  of  that  Prison,  the  surprising  results  of  whose 
pod  nwtagement,  both  in  regard  to  the  inccme  and  the  moral  charac- 
ter ef  tta  Institution,  were  exhibited  in  the  last  Report,  was  asked, 
convicts  ought  not  to  be  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement 
night,  ft*  »  short  time  at  least    He  said  it  would  do  much 

to  give  them  hard  labor  by  day,  and  solitary  confinement 
*  night.     ...  .  ,    ■ 

At  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  the  experiment  was  tried'in  1822,  by  the  friends 

confinement  day  and  night,  on  eighty  convicts,  for  a  period 

months.    The  experiment  was.  conducted  with  great  care,  and 

ibeai  rations  made  appear  to  have  been  impartial.     As  it  was 

by  die  {fiends  of  the  system,  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  results 

-n?  favorable  as  they  could  make  them.    In  the  Report  of  the 

inskmers  to  the  Legislature,  in  January,  1825,  these  results  are 

with,  philosophical  accuracy.     Concerning  these,  results,  it  is 

nt  to  say,  that  they  were  unfavorable  to  this  mode  of  punish- 

and  it  was  accordingly  abandoned  in  that  Prison.    ;  It  was  found, 

ij  instances,  to  injure  the  health  ;  to  impair  the  reason ;  to  en- 

r  the  Jife ;  to  leave  the  men  enfeebled  and  unable  to  work  when 

left  the  Prison,  and  as  ignorant  of  any  useful  business  as  when 

committed ;  and,  consequently,  more  productive  of  recora- 

and  less  of  reformation,,  than  solitary  confinement  at  night 

labor  by  day. 

anient  in  New  Jersey  has  been  continued  four  years,  upon 

number  'of  twelve  convicts ;  some  of  whom  have  been 

trths*  and  tome  two  years,  in  the  cells,  without  intermis- 

i  bet-in  this  ease,  though  the  men  are  in  separate  cells,  still  the 

nee  wo  erranged,  that  several,  men  can  converse  as  freely  as  if 

^  <vfere  in.  the  amme  room*  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  prevent 

nV  ^TMvlbortAmt  it  to  be  regarded  no  farther  as  an  experiment  on 

"~      r  cnnfiftcnuut  day  and  night,  than  as  keeping  tjie  men  from 

m  coming  in  contact  with  each  other ;  but  not  from  evil  com- 

itioQ,  and  eormpt  society.    In  the  opinion  of  the  keeper  of  that 

thifr  mode  of  punishment  has  been  useful  in  preventing  re- 

and  not  permanently  injurious  to  health  or  reason. 

temoq  in.  the  results  of  tifeis  experiment  from  that  at 

8» 
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Auburn,  and  the  other  in  Maine,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  difference 
in  the  construction  of  the  cells,  and  the  management  and  diet  of  the 
prisoners,  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  In  Maine  the  cells  are  very 
gloomy,  and  communication  is  difficult,  though  not  impossible.  At 
Auburn  the  cells  are  not  gloomy,  and  communication  was  prevented 
day  and  night  by  a  sentinel.  In  New  Jersey  the  cells  are  not  gloomy, 
and  social  intercourse  was  unrestrained.  In  Maine  the  diet  was  very 
low,  i.  e.  a  pound  of  bread  and  cold  water  only.  At  Auburn,  and  in 
New  Jersey,  it  was  coarse, 'but  nutritious.  In  Maine  the  men  might 
have  endured  solitary  confinement,  with  a  more  nutritious  diet,  a  much 
longer  period.  At  Auburn  they  might  not  have  been  as  much  injured 
in  health  or  reason  if  they  had  been  permitted  to  converse  with  each 
other.  And  in  New  Jersey  they  might  have  been  more  injured  if 
this  kind  of  communication  had  been  restrained.  As  the  experiments 
have  been  conducted,  they  appear  to  be  decidedly  against  solitary 
confinement  day  and  night  in  Maine  and  at  Auburn,  and  in  favor  of  it 
in  New  Jersey.  As  this  mode  of  punishment,  however,  would  proba- 
bly never  be  adopted,  except  to  prevent  effectually  all  evil  communi- 
cation, the  experiment  in  New  Jersey  cannot  be  adduced  in  favor  of 
entire  seclusion  :  for  there  was  nothing  of  this  character  in  it 

There  have  been  other  experiments  made  in  this  country,  in  many 
Prisons,  on  individuals,  in  regard  to  this  mode  of  punishment,  some- 
times for  misdemeanor,  and  sometimes  for  experiment  merely.  One 
was  mentioned  in  the  last  Report.  "  A  man  in  a  narrow  cell,  which 
was  almost  a  dungeon,  where  he  had  been  in  heavy  chains,  on  a  small 
allowance  of  food,  three  months,  was  asked  whether  he  had  rather 
remain  three  months  longer,  in  the  same  situation,  than  receive  a  small 
number  of  stripes  on  his  bare  back.  He  said  he  had  rather  remain." 
It  is  not  known,  that  this  man  had  had  any  communication  with  any 
one  except  his  keeper,  and  his  diet  had  been  much  more  nutritious 
than  that  used  in  Maine.  In  the  mode  in  which  he  was  treated,  his 
spirits  appeared  perfectly  unsubdued,  and  his  health  and  reason  unim- 
paired, and  his  disposition  ready  for  mischief  whenever  he  should  be 
released.     There  was  nothing  seen  in  him  that  looked  like  contrition. 

There  is  another  man,  who  has  been  in  a  solitary  cell  much  of  the 
time  for  seventeen  years,  and  all  the  time  for  more  than  six  of  the  last 
years.  He  is  still  alive.  He  does  not  appear  insane.  His  health  is 
feeble,  and  he  has  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs,  so  that  he  uses  crutches. 
His  disposition,  however,  remains  the  same  as  when  he  was  commit 
ted  to  the  cell,  more  than  six  years  ago.  He  had  been  previously  re 
leased,  and  put  upon  his  honor  for  good  behavior.  He  almost  imme- 
diately procured  a  hatchet,  and  struck  it  into  the  neck  of  a  keeper,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  endanger  his  life.  He  was  again  committed  to 
the  cell,  where  he  has  remained  ever  since,  with  a  malignant,  revenge- 
ful spirit ;  as  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  he  attempted  to  take  the 
life,  a  few  months  since,  of  a  keeper,  who  gave  him  his  food.  His 
cell  is  gloomy  and  filthy.  His  food  is  coarse  but  nutritious.  His  in- 
tercourse is  in  a  great  degree  restrained. 

In  regard  to  the  effect  of  solitary  confinement  on  the  individuals 
last  mentioned,  as  well  as  on  those  who  were  subject  to  it  in  Maine, 
New  York,  and  New  Jersey,  it  is  true,  that  they  were  left  to  suite 
their  punishment,  during  the  whole  period,  destitute,  in  a  great  degr*9+ 
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af  the  means  of  grace.  In  the  new  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  in  which 
it  is  proposed  to  adopt  this  mode  of  punishment,  and  prevent  evil 
communication  by  solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  it  has  been 
said,  by  one  of  the  Commissioners,  that  he  should  rather  abandon  the 
system,  and  adopt  that  of  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  hard  labor 
bv  day,  tha-n  see  the  men  confined  in  the  cells  day  and  night,  without 
tie  means  of  grace.  We  may  hope,  therefore,  if  the  experiment  is 
igain  tried,  it  will  not  be  done  without  adequate  provision  for  moral 
ind  religious  instruction.  How  far  it  may  be  successful  with  this  va- 
riation cannot  be  told  until  the  experiment  has  been  made. 

As  the  experiments  have  been  conducted,  thus  far,  the  results  are  deci- 
dedly opposed  to  solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  as  the  means  of pre- 
vtHting  evil  communication.  We  are  left,  therefore,  in  view  of  (ill  the 
facts  known  to  us,  with  a  preference  for  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and 
hard  labor  by  day,  with  such  regulations  to  prevent  evil  communication  as 
the  case  requires,  and  as  have  been  already  suggested. 

We  proceed  to  a  consideration  of  a  part  of  the  subject,  concerning 
which  we  feel  the  deepest  interest,  and  which  is  necessary  in  all 
Prisons : 

6.  Means  of  Instruction. — On  this  subject  the  opinions  of  practical 
men,  to  a  great  extent,  are  the  same. 

Dr.  Rose,  the  superintendent  of  the  Prison  in  Maine,  in  his  last 
Report  to  the  Legislature,  says,  "  it  is  very  desirable  that  some  further 
means  for  the  moral  and  literary  instruction  of  the  convicts  should  be 
adopted  ;  so  that  they  may  leave  the  Prison  better  prepared  to  be- 
come useful  citizens.'9  He  then  quotes,  with  approbation,  the  opinion 
of  the  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  in  favor  of  a  Sabbath  school  for 
young  convicts. 

Mr.  Pilsbury,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Prison  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  subject, 
that  he  offered  twenty-five  dollars  annually,  from  his  own  means,  to 
be  added  to  what  the  State  appropriates,  and  what  might  otherwise  be 
obtained  for  this  purpose,  if  some  one  could  be  induced  to  devote  a 
considerable  part  of  his  time  to  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of 

the  convicts. 

Mr-  Lynds,  the  superintendent,  and  the  Commissioners,  Messrs. 
H'jpki.vs,  Tibbets,  and  Allen,  of  the  new  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  have 
spared  no  pains  to  open  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  a  chaplain  in 
that  institution,  who  shall  devote  his  whole  time  to  this  object. 

Mr.  Powers,  the  keeper  at  Auburn,  says,  "a  resident  chaplain, 
pwessed  of  those  qualifications  by  which  he  ought  to  be  distinguish- 
ed ;  having  a  thorough  knowledge  of  mankind ;  prudent,  firm,  dis- 
rrmt*  and  affectionate;  actuated  by  motives  of  public  policy  and 
Christian  benevolence  ;  will  very  readily  secure  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  a  majority  of  the  convicts.  Residing  with  them,  and  visiting 
their  solitary  and  cheerless  abodes,  they  will  consider  him,  especially 
the  young,  their  minister,  their  guide,  their  counsellor,  and  their  friend ; 
uW  will  be  disposfd  to  open  their  heaits  to  him  with  freedom.  He 
will  learn  their  history,  become  acquainted  with  their  views  and  feel- 
ings, and  will  thereby  be  enabled  to  adapt  his  instructions  and  reproofs 
diieetlT  to  individuals,  as  their  several  circumstances  may  '^mand. 
Scehxfed  as  die  convicts  are  from  society,  and  shut  out  from  all  voter- 


99  PRISON   DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY.  4A 

course  with  each  other,  their  minds  seem  to  be  prepared,  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  to  receive  salutary  impressions ;  and  when  once  made,  having 
no  connexion  with  their  fellows,  they  are  in  a  situation  very  favorable 
to  retaining  them. 

"  There  are  always  more  or  less  of  the  convicts  who  are  by  sick- 
ness confined  to  the  hospital.  Without  a  resident  chaplain,  this  class 
of  convicts,  unless  by  mere  accident,  is  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
religious  instruction.  But  a  resident  chaplain  would  feel  it  to  be  his 
duty  often  to  visit  and  converse  with  them,  to  enlighten  the  ignorant, 
to  administer  consolation  to  the  afflicted,  to  sit  by  the  beds  of  the  sick 
and  the  dying,  and,  by  his  instructions  and  admonitions,  to  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  promote  their  best  present  and  future  interests* 
Though  convicts,  they  are  still  accountable  and  immortal  beings ;  and, 
deprived  as  they  are,  at  such  trying  seasons,  of  the  sympathies  and  kind 
offices  of  their  parents,  their  wives,  and  their  children,  they  need,  in 
a  peculiar  manner,  some  benevolent  and  pious  friend  to  instruct  and 
console  them.  Should  they  die,  the  reflection  remains,  that  all  was 
done,  that  humanity  and  Christian  charity  demanded.  Should  they 
recover,  such  a  course  of  treatment  has  a  powerful  tendency  to  soften 
their  feelings,  to  affect  their  hearts,  and  improve  their  conduct 

"  A  resident  chaplain  should,  in  all  cases,  and  under  all  circumstan- 
ces, strictly  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institution, 
especially  in  not  furnishing  convicts  forbidden  intelligence,  or  the 
hopes  and  promises  of  aid  in  procuring  pardons,  which  would  lead  to 
great  hypocrisy,  and  tend  to  insubordination.  He  should  deal  plainly 
with  them,  and  dwell  emphatically  upon  their  deep  depravity  and  guilt 
in  viol»*ing  the  laws  of  God  and  their  country ;  convince  them  of  the 
justice  of  their  sentence ;  awaken  remorse  in  their  consciences ;  press 
home  upon  them  their  solemn  obligations  ;  make  them  feel  pungendy 
the  horrors  of  their  situation ;  and  by  all  other  means  make  them  real- 
ize the  necessity  and  duty  of  repentance,  of  amendment,  and  of  humble 
and  strict  obedience  to  all  the  regulations  of  the  Prison.  This  course 
would  tend  powerfully  to  make  them  better  convicts,  and,  when  re- 
stored to  their  liberty,  better  citizens. 

"  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  state,  that  the  views  of  this  institution,  until 
lately,  have  been  unfavorable  to  the  services  of  a  resident  chaplain, 
from  the  belief  that  they  might  have  a  bad  effect  upon  the  discipline 
of  the  Prison. 

"  In  November,  1825,  the  Rev.  Jared  Curtis  was  employed,  and  sent 
here  as  a  resident  chaplain,  by  the  Massachusetts  Prison.  Discipline 
Society,  since  which  he  has  continued  with  ability  and  zeal  to  discharge 
the  duties  before  referred  to ;  and,  although  strong  prejudices  were  to 
be  encountered,  his  knowledge  of  human  nature,  correct  views  of 
public  policy,  the  penitentiary  system,  and  prison  discipline,  with  a 
steady  and  uniform  devotion  to  his  duties,  has  not  only  enabled  him 
to  overcome  those  prejudices,  but  the  favorable  results  of  his  labors 
fully  justify  what  is  said  above  on  this  subject" 

Under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the  chaplain,  assisted  by 
the  students  in  the  Theological  Seminary  as  teachers,  a  Sabbath 
school  has  been  instituted  for  young  convicts  ;  concerning  which  the 
keeper  says,  "  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1826,  measures  were 
taken  to  ascertain  the  number  of  convicts  who  were  unable  to  read,  or 
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who  had  received  so  little  instruction,  that  they  could  read  only  hy 
spelling  most  of  the  words.  The  number  was  found  to  be  between 
fifty  and  sixty.  Besides  these,  there  were  many  others,  who,  though 
they  were  able  in  a  measure  to  read,  were  still  grossly  ignorant."  Out 
of  the  whole  number,  fifty  of  the  most  ignorant  were  placed  in  the 
school. 

"  During  the  exercises  of  the  school,  great  pains  have  been  taken  to 
impress  upon  their  minds  a  deep  and  abiding  sense  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious obligation. 

u  The  privilege  was  embraced  with  the  greatest  avidity  and  appa- 
rent thankfulness.  Their  conduct  has  been  uniformly  good,  and  their 
industry  and  application  unremitted ;  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  state,  that  their  progress  has  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations ; — nor  is  this  all ;  an  influence  of  a  very  salutary  nature  and 
tendency,  it  is  believed,  has  been  exerted  on  the  minds  of  many  of 
the  members  of  this  school ;  an  influence  which,  it  is  hoped,1  will  be 
felt  through  the  whole  course  of  their  future  lives. 

u  It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  mention  the  singular  effect  of  this 
instruction  upon  an  active,  but  grossly  ignorant  young  Indian,  who,  a 
*hort  time  since,  after  asking  leave  of  his  keeper  to  speak  to  him,  said, 
that '  he  had  been  a  bad  boy,  would  lie  and  steal,  that  he  had  learnt 
it  was  wicked,  and  wanted  to  go  before  the  Agent,  confess  and  pro- 
mise he  would  never  disobey  God  any  more.'  " 

Another  convict,  who  was  to  be  punished  for  misdemeanor  in  the 
shops,  begged  that  any  other  punishment  might  be  inflicted,  but  that 
he  might  not  be  removed  from  the  Sabbath  school. 

A  keeper  mentioned  that  a  whisper  had  not  been  detected  in  the 
school  in  five  months. 

The  chaplain's  letters  concerning  this  school  are  delightful. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Tib- 
bets,  were  so  much  pleased  with  it,  as  to  request  its  enlargement ; 
asd  it  was  accordingly  enlarged  to  one  hundred  members. 

They  say,  in  their  last  Report  to  the  Legislature,  after  speaking  of 
the  small  proportion  of  recommitments  in  that  Prison,  which  distin- 
guishes it  from  almost  all  other  Prisons,  "  we  believe  the  labors  of  the 
present  excellent  chaplain  have  had  a  most  happy  effect  on  the  minds 
of  the  prisoners.  He  at  once  enjoys  the  good  will  of  the  prisoners, 
is  we  found  by  their  almost  unanimous  declarations,  and  at  the  same 
time  stiengthens  the  hands  of  the  keepers.  It  seems  to  be  the  effect 
of  truth,  plain  dealing,  and  a  sincere  desire  for  the  good  of  the  con- 
1     nets." 

Speaking  of  the  Sabbath  school,  they  say,  "  we  found  the  prisoners 
attentive  to  their  lessons,  anxious  to  learn,  and  grateful  for  the  care 
beitowed  upon  them.     We  look  to  it  as  a  great  means  of  reformation." 

A  letter  from  the  inspectors,  signed  by  O.  Williams,  Walter 
Weed,  Horace  Hills,  and  W.  Rice,  says,  "  from  the  experience  we 
have  had,  we  give  it  as  our  decided  opinion,  that  the  regular  and  stated 
services  of  a  chaplain  will  be  of  much  service  to  an  institution  of  this 
kind ;  that  the  judicious  application  of  personal  sendees  at  all  proper 
(  times  will  result  in  much  good,  not  only  to  the  prison  discipline,  but 
to  the  convicts  confined.  We  have  been  much  gratified  with  the  pni- 
'     denee  and  discretion,  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Curtis  has  manifested,  and 
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could  we  have  his  personal  services,  we  believe  much  more  good 
might  result  from  his  labors  than  we  at  first  anticipated.'1 

The  testimony  from  the  Prisons  in  Ohio  and  Virginia,  concerning 
the  importance  of  instruction  to  convicts,  differs  from  the  above  in 
one  respect  only ;  it  shows  what  ought  to  be,  rather  than  what  has 
been. 

Mr.  McLean,  keeper  of  the  Penitentiary  in  Ohio,  says,  in  a  letter, 
"  I  am  convinced  that  a  proper  system  of  religious  instruction  is  neces- 
sary, in  aid  of  the  discipline  now  enforced,  to  produce,  in  any  good 
degree,  that  reformation,  which  the.  friends  of  the  system  had  in  view 
in  its  first  organization,  and  which  should  be  the  primary  object  in  all 
punishment" 

Samuel  0.  Parsons,  keeper  of  the  Virginia  Penitentiary,  says,  u  I 
am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  every  advantage  should  be  given  to  convicts 
for  their  improvement  in  morality  and  religion." 

In  the  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  New  York,  the  value  put 
upon  instruction  is  seen  by  the  time  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 
Four  hours  are  spent  in  the  school  room  every  day  in  the  week,  and 
a  short  time  after  breakfast  and  supper  is  spent  in  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures. On  the  Sabbath,  there  is  public  worship  in  the  chapel,  morning  „ 
and  evening,  and  reading  the  Scriptures,  with  appropriate  religious 
exercises,  at  other  hours  during  the  day. 

At  Sing  Sing,  since  the  chaplain  was  sent  there  by  this  Society, 
they  have  not  only  had  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath,  but  reading 
the  Scriptures  and  prayer  every  evening. 

It  was  our  painful  duty,  in  the  last  Report,  to  show  the  want  of 
instruction  in  Penitentiaries ;  and  though,  in  too  many  instances,  this 
remains  the  same,  it  is  our  happiness  to  show,  in  this  Report,  that 
some  progress  has  been  made  in  supplying  the  deficiency ;  and  that 
the  opinions  of  practice,  if  en  are  in  favor  of  having  much  more  done, 
in  this  way,  than  has  yet  i# en  done,  for  the  improvement  of  these  in- 
stitutions. It  remains  to  be  seen,  whether  the  community  will  regard 
the  opinions  of  practical  men,  and  sustain  the  efforts  which  are  now 
making  to  furnish  the  means  of  instruction  in  Prisons.  But  whatever 
is  done  or  neglected  concerning  these  institutions  generally,  the  feeling 
is  found  in  considerable  strength,  that  a  large  class  of  convicts,  viz* 
youth  and  children,  must  be  rescued  from  that  career  of  vice,  by  which 
they  will  be  ruined,  if  they  come  in  contact  with  old  offenders.  The 
most  approved  means  of  doing  this  are,  1 

7.  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents. — This  is  a  class  of  in- 
stitutions never  known  in  this  country  till  within  three  years.     The 
first  was  in  New  York,  the  second  in  Boston,  and  the  third  in  Phila- 
delphia.    They  owe  their  existence  to  the  Society  for  the  Preven-    • 
tion  of  Pauperism  in  the  city  of  New  York.     By  the  investigations  of 
this  Society,  it  was  ascertained,  that  almost  inevitable  destruction,    ' 
awaits  the  youth  and  children,  who  are  cast  into  Prison  with  old  of- 
fenders.    No  sooner  was  this  seen,  than  the  benevolence  of  the  city 
taxed  itself  largely  to  provide  a  Refuge.     The  success  of  this  effort    : 
encouraged  other  cities  to  imitate  the  example,  and  will  continue  to 
encourage,  not  only  other  cities,  but  other  countries :  so  that  we  know    : 
not  which  most  to  admire,  the  character  of  New  York,  in  being  first 
in  this  noble  enterprise,  or  the  prospect  of  having  its  benefits  greatly.    . 
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this  and  other  countries.  It  is  an  enterprise  by  which 
part  at  least,  of  all  who  are  cast  into  Prison,  will  be  re- 
ciety,  as  certainly  as  they  were  before  destroyed.  The 
general  proposition  will  be  more  folly  illustrated  in  the 
scripthm  of  these  institutions.  It  is  delightful  to  see  the 
spect,  in  which  whole  classes  of  prisoners  are  to  be  in 
se  discharged,  that  is,  released  and  restored.  This  is  cer- 
f  vicious  youth,  and  children  whose  happiness  it  shall  be 
among  thieves,  but  into  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile 

» 

mother  class  of  prisoners,  whose  condition,  we  think,  will 
I  commiseration;  and  concerning  whom  we  wish  we 
e  the  same  hope  of  restoration ;  but,  though  we  cannot  do 
believe,  that  the  common  sense  of  right  and  wrong  w 
phold  our  rulers  in  all  necessary  measures  to  produce, 
Delivery  of  Lunatics. — A  Jail  is  not  the  proper  place  for  a 
I  suffering  under  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  calamities,  the 
a.  It  is  not  right,  that  several  hundreds  of  our  fellow- 
this  unhappy  condition,  should  be  found  in  our  Prisons. , 
ton  between  right  and  wrong  should  not  be  destroyed  by 
i  same  punishment  on  a  lunatic  and  a  criminal.  The 
tent  of  God,  in  the  loss  of  reason,  should  not  be  followed 
nent  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  repeat  truths,  which  it 
every  human  being  must  feel  before  they  are  expressed, 
o  be  seen  whether  those  who  make  die  laws  will  render 
rorthy  of  the  praise,  which,  we  are  confident,  all  good  citi- 
impatient  to  render,  if  they  provide  for  a  jaO  delivery  of 

husetts,  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Buss 
a,  and  in  which  Mr.  Pickering  has  taken  an  active  part, 
this  measure.  The  honor,  therefore,  is  reserved  for  the 
if  accepting  this  Report,  and  making  the  bill,  which  ac- 
,  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth. 

te  of  New  York,  a  law  was  passed  in  April  last,  in  con- 
the  death  of  the  lunatic  already  men^.oned,  and  other 
s  connected  with  the  imprisonment  of  such  persons,  pro- 
accommodations  than  Prisons  for  them.  Whether  this 
«ed  in  such  terms,  and  enforced  by  such  a  penalty,  as  to 
jject,  cannot  perhaps  be  told  till  the  next  census  is  taken, 
low  how  many  lunatics  are  in  jail  in  the  State  of  New 

States,  as  well  as  in  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  we 
tdulge  the  hope,  that  this  subject  will  engage  the  atten- 
vers,  till  the  remedy  is  applied  for  so  great  an  evil.  If 
done,  the  Prison  doors  will  be  thrown  open  for  another 
prisoners,  and  hundreds,  who  now  remain  in  Prison  till 
incurably  insane,  will  be  placed  in  Asylums,  where  three 
;  whole  number  may  be  restored  to  reason, 
ft  to  Health. — On  this  subject  we  are  furnished  with  two 
sons  in  this  country,  which  differ,  in  their  mortality,  in  a 
satisfactorily  explained.  In  one  class,  (and  this  a  very 
the  deaths  are  about  one  to  fifty,  or  two  per  cent ;  in 
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several,  however,  included  in  this  class,  the  mortality  is  much  less. 
In  another  class,  the  deaths  are  one  to  eighteen,  or  six  per  cent ; 
and  at  some  periods  much  more. 

Of  the  first  class  are  the  State  Prisons  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  House  of  Refuge,  New 
York  city,  and  State  Prison  at  Lamberton,  New  Jersey. 

Of  the  second  class  are  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  &nd  the 
old  County  Prison  on  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  used  as  a  State 
Prison. 

This  surprising  difference  in  the  proportion  of  death 
should  lay  the  foundation  for  a  most  thorough  scrutiny,  by 
pRorER  authorities,  concerning  the  causes.  In  this  investigation, 
it  would  be  proper  to  examine  the  location,  the  food,  the  rules  and 
regulations,  the  punishments,  the  air  and  vices  of  the  night  rooms,  the 
discuses  consequent  upon  these  vices,  the  arrangements  in  regard  to 
the  hospital  and  physician  and  nurse,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
bodies  of  the  dead  are  used. 

There  ought  to  be  no  shrinking  from  such  an  investigation. 
The  facts  demand  it. 

10.  Attention  to  the  Causes  of  Crime  :  intemperance,  counterfeit  money, 
and  character  of  the  colored  population. 

Intemperance  directly  or  indirectly  furnishes  a  great  proportion  of  the 
subjects  for  Houses  of  Correction  and  Prisons.  Let,  then,  this  plague 
be  stayed,  and  a  better  day  will  dawn  upon  this  world.  To  bring  k 
forward,  efforts  of  two  kinds  are  now  making ;  one  to  preserve  the 
temperate,  and  the  other  to  restore  those  whose  condition  has  been 
considered  hopeless.  Let  these  efforts  be  increased  a  hundred  fohL 
Let  ministers  preach ;  let  churches  resolve ;  let  medical  and  benevo- 
lent associations  combine ;  let  the  press  labor ;  let  the  temperate  fly- 
stain  ;  let  a  "  correct  and  efficient  public  sentiment"  banish  tub 
monster.  We  arc  permitted  to  hope,  that  the  unparalleled  efforts 
which  arc  now  making  will  be  greatly  increased,  and  that  the  effects 
of  these  efforts  will  be  seen  in  the  opening  of  Prison  doors.  Until 
this  is  done,  our  Prisons  will  be  crowded  with  drunkards,  as  in  the 
House  of  Correction  in  Boston ;  and  even  if  the  medical  remedies 
should  be  found  effectual,  philanthropy  herself  would  be  exhausted  in 
the  administration,  and  the  families  of  a  thousand  drunkards  would 
continue  to  suffer,  and  they  themselves  would  go  down  to  death  in 
great  numbers,  before  the  remedy  could  be  applied.  How,  then,  can 
the  evil  be  stayed  ?  "  Not  by  any  one  thing,  but  by  every  thing  wkkk 
can  be  put  in  requisition  to  hem  in  the  army  of  the  destroyer,  and  impede  '* 
his  march,  and  turn  him  back,  and  redeem  the  land."  ^ 

CoutUerf  il  Money.  Let  any  one  recur  to  the  long  list  of  counterfeit  .*" 
notes,  as  exhibited  in  this  Report ;  then  let  him  look  at  the  taWe  '* 
showing  the  proportion  of  convicts  for  this  crime ;  then  let  him  survey  V 
our  land,  ond  see  the  wealthy  individuals  and  extensive  combinations  ir 
engaged  in  this  business ;  then  let  him  think  of  the  loss  of  probably  ** 
two  millions  of  dollars  annually,  in  spurious  notes,  by  honest  and  in-  * 
dustriou8  citizens,  and  the  question  arises,  whether  any  thing  can  be  *k 
done  to  prevent  the  evil  ?  By  examining  the  list  of  notes,  it  will  be  **■ 
seen  that  there  is  only  one  counterfeit  in  the  State  of  Maine.  By  ex-  :*= 
amining  the  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  proportion  of  convicts  in  the  ^ 
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Maine  Prison,  for  this  crime,  is  only  otic  to  thirty-one,  and,  at  the 
tame  time,  oue  to  eight  at  Auburn.  The  question  then  arises,  how  is 
thi>  difference  explained  ?  The  only  answer  is,  the  laws  of  Maine 
require  the  banks  to  use  Perkins'  Patent  Stereotype  Steel  Plate. 
Of  this  plate  there  is  not  a  counterfeit  on  the  long  list  of  two  hundred 
kiid  thirty-seven.  It  has  been  in  use  twenty  years,  and  there  has 
never  been  a  successful  counterfeit.  The  laws" of  Massachusetts  in 
regard  to  all  the  new  charters,  and  the  laws  of  Maine  in  regard  to  all 
the  bauks,  require  the  use  of  this  plate.  In  view  of  the  facts  stated, 
is  it  not  wise,  that  the  laws  should  require  the  use  of  it?  Even  the 
solitary  counterfeit  note  in  Maine  is  not  of  this  kind ;  and  the  propor- 
tion o/  convicts  for  counterfeit  money  in  Maine  is  very  small. 

Character  of  the  Colored  Population.  How  long  before  the  commu- 
nity will  awake  on  this  subject  r  There  is  but  a  handful  of  tin's  p(  o- 
pie  in  the  northern  States,  and  yet,  how  great  a  proportion  of  all  the 
convicts  are  from  this  class,  and  how  great  a  proportion  of  the  whole 
number  are  in  Prison  !  What  can  be  done  ?  The  means  of  educa- 
tion can  be  extended  to  them.  The  young  children  can  be  placed  in 
common  schools.  A  number  of  the  young  men  can  receive  a  good 
education,  and  become  teachers.  The  ignorant  adults,  and  the  young 
men  and  children,  can  be  brought  into  Sabbath  schools.  We  have 
never  heard  of  a  Sabbath  school  scholar  in  Prison.  The  Christian 
community  can  be  made  to  feel  that  they  must  have  an  eye  and  a 
heart  on  this  subject.  The  affluent,  like  Wilbekforce,  and  the  plod- 
ding, like  Clarkson,  can  be  undertakers  in  this  cause.  Corrected 
public  opinion  can  demand  that  the  public  monies  shall  be  expended 
to  educate,  rather  than  to  punish  colored  people.  Who  would  not 
rather  see  their  children  in  school,  their  young  men  receiving  an  edu- 
cation, their  adults  enjoying  a  comfortable  old  age,  than  to  see  such 
lumbers,  of  all  classes  among  them,  cast  into  Prison  ?  especially 
when  it  is  remembered,  that  the  expense  of  their  education  would  not 
greatly  exceed  the  expense  of  their  punishment  In  the  government 
of  God,  punishment  is  his  strange  work.  It  ought  to  be  so  in  all  hu- 
■an  government ;  but  it  is  not  so,  in  this  country,  in  regard  to  the 
colored  population.  It  falls  frequently  and  heavily  upon  them.  A 
little  effort  would  greatly  diminish  the  proportion  of  colored  convicts. 
11.  Combined  and  powerful  Christian  Effort. — We  believe  that  a  bet- 
ter day  is  dawning  upon  this  world.  We  believe  that  this  is  done  by 
the  power  of  God,  according  to  his  promise.  We  believe,  at  the  same 
note,  that  God  works  by  means,  and  that  means  are  inefficacious 
without  prayer.  If,  then,  the  question  is  asked,  how  shall  the  num- 
ber, and  capacity,  and  wretchedness,  and  vices  of  Prisons  be  diminish- 
ed, aad  the  causes  of  crime  gradually  worn  away  ?  the  answer  is,  by 
fe  blessing  of  God,  in  answer  to  prayer,  on  combined  and  powerful 
Christian  effort  We  wish  to  see  an  association  of  the  people  of  God 
far  this  purpose,  in  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  in  every  city  and 
linage  where  there  is  a  Prison.  The  moment  these  associations  are 
id  the  members  of  them  enter  upon  their  duties,  light  will 


upon  some  of  the  darkest  places  in  the  earth.  And  before  they 
shall  have  been  in  existence  many  years,  crime  and  punishment  will 
he  greatly  diminished ;  extensive  combinations  in  villany  broken  up  ; 
Peaitentiarie*  no  longer  seminaries  of  vice ;   their  officers  men  who 
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fear  God  and  hate  covetousness ;  the  heavy  burden  of  their  support 
borne  by  the  hard  labor  of  the  convicts  ;  evil  communication  among 
them  prevented ;  means  of  instruction  afforded  ;  children  and  youth 
and  lunatics  delivered  from  Prison,  and  provided  with  a  refuge ;  causes 
of  uncommon  mortality  explained ;  intemperance,  counterfeit  money, 
and  the  colored  population,  less  productive  causes  of  crime ;  and  evi- 
dence conclusive  of  the  approach  of  a  better  day  for  the  most  depraved 
and  wretched  of  our  race,  in  consequence  of  the  blessing  of  God 

IN  ANSWER  TO  PRAYER  ON  COMBINED  AND  POWERFUL  CHRISTIAN  EF- 
FORT. 

IV.     View  of  Prisons. 

1.  State  Prison  in  Maine: 

2.  State  Prison  in  New  Hampshire: 

3.  State  Prison  in  Vermont: 

4.  State  Prison  in  Massachusetts: 

5.  State  Prison  in  Connecticut : 

6.  Penitentiary  in  New  York  City: 

7.  State  Prison  in  New  York  City: 

8.  State  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.  : 

9.  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  N  Y.  : 

10.  State  Prison  in  New  Jersey: 

11.  Old  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia: 

12.  New  State  Prison  in  Philadelphia: 

13.  State  Prison  at  Pittsburg,  Penn.  : 

14.  Baltimore  Penitentiary: 

15.  New  Penitentiary  in  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

16.  Virginia  Penitentiary: 

17.  Penitentiaries  in  Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio: 

18.  Houses  of  Refuge  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia : 

19.  County  Prisons. 

1.  State  Prison  in  Maine. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located  in 
Thomaston,  eighty  miles  north-east  of  Portland,  on  an  eminence,  a 
few  rods  from  navigable  water.  This  situation  was  chosen  for  the 
purpose  of  enclosing  within  the  yard  an  inexhaustible  quarry  of  lime 
stone,  and  an  appropriation  has  since  been  made  by  the  Legislature  to 
extend  the  yard  to  the  river,  to  give  the  convicts  an  opportunity  of 
hammering  granite,  which  may  be  brought  to  the  Prison  by  water  from 
the  vicinity.     The  situation  is  healthy  and  retired. 

Construction.  The  construction  of  this  Prison  is  peculiar.  The 
night  rooms,  or  cells,  are  pits,  entered  from  the  top,  with  a  small  lad- 
der, through  an  orifice  about  two  feet  square.  The  ladder  is  removed 
when  the  convicts  are  in  the  cells.  The  orifice  is  secured  with  an 
iron  grate,  used  as  a  trap  door.  The  only  other  orifices  in  the  cell 
are  one  in  the  bottom,  about  one  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  to  ad- 
mit warm  air  from  underneath,  which  is  heated  by  a  furnace ;  and 
another  in  the  side  of  the  cell,  about  one  and  a  half  by  eight  inches. 
This  orifice  has  an  angle  in  the  wall  to  prevent  the  convict  from  see- 
ing any  person  without  The  cells  are  eight  feet  and  nine  inches 
long,  four  feet  and  six  inches  wide,  and  nine  feet  and  eight  ii 


A,  B,  C,  F,  F,  oparlmenU  Id  Ibe  keeper's  house,  which  is  40  fret  by  50,  and 
two  Marie*  high;  D,  T,  U,  store  rooms  in  ■  one  itary  building;  1,1.  cells  about 
B  feet  long,  4j  wide,  and  ten  feel  high-,  H,  1,  J,  K,  V,  Boulf  shop*,  mine  one 
and  some  two  alorie* ;  L,  M,  N,  O,  S,  apdrlmunts  in  ■  two  story  building  Med 
lor  *.  kitchen,  dining  hall.  More  rooms,  shops;  R,  R,  yard;  P,  quarry;  Q,  en- 
trance to  the  quarry  and  yard. 
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H^b»  They  are  arranged  in  two  rows,  in  each  wing  of  the  building. 
Ir  As  east  wing  are  twenty-eight  cells ;  in  the  west  wing  twenty-two. 
(her  each  block  of  cells  is  built  a  covering  of  wood,  with  upright 
peats  seven  feet  high,  and  a  roof.  The  sides  of  this  covering  are 
esuposed,  in  part,  of  large  doors,  which  move  on  rollers ;  so  that,  when 
ttej  are  rolled  back,  one  half  of  each  side  of  the  covering  is  open,  for 
ife  free  circulation  of  air,  over  the  tops  of  the  cells.  At  night,  these 
e  closed,  and  secured  with  hooks  on  both  sides.  The  spaces 
by  the  doors,  on  the  sides  towards  the  street,  are  secured  by 
bars,  one  inch  in  diameter,  and  about  four  inches  asunder.  On 
fce  aide  towards  the  yard,  they  arc  not  secured  in  this  manner.  The 
wings  of  the  building,  in  which  the  cells  are  built,  are  two  stories 
hfeh  ;  the  first  of  stone,  and  the  second  of  wood.  The  wings  fronting 
fce  north  extend  to  the  east  and  west,  from  a  stone  house  in  the  cen- 
fee,  fifty  feet  by  forty,  two  stories  high,  with  convenient  apartments  for 
fte  keeper's  family  and  the  guard.  We  have  been  thus  minute  in  the 
*      *~"  ™  of  this  building,  because  there  is  nothing  like  it  in  this 


ground  view  of  the  building,  the  shops,  and  the  yard,  are  here 
JftUbited. 

->  'There  is  nothing  else  requiring  particular  description  in  the  con- 
,'»*^_i  _-•      ^  jkk  Pnson.    As  the  Prison  was  originally  designed  to  try 
of  solitary  confinement,  there  was  not  much  regard,  in  the 
to  any  thing  but  the  cells.     Since  this  mode  of  punish- 
has  been  abandoned,  an  appropriation  has  been  made  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  chapel,  dining  hall,  and  shops ;  so  that  the  de- 
lects which  were  apparent  in  August,  1826,  will  be  obviated,  in  some 
degree,  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  in  February,  1827. 

Government.  The  officers  of  this  Prison  are,  three  inspectors,  a 
warden,  keeper,  clerk,  and  five  overseers,  a  physician,  and  two  chap- 
lains. 

The  appointment  of  all  the  officers  is  by  the  governor  and  council ; 
the  keeper,  clerk,  and  overseers,  on  the  nomination  of  the  warden. 

The  salary  of  all  the  officers  amounts  to  $  3,043.  Warden,  $  700  ; 
keeper,  $  200  ;  clerk,  $  200  ;  overseers,  $  180  each  ;  physician,  $  100 ; 
chaplain,  $100;  inspectors,  $206;  besides  $91  annually  to  each  of 
the  officers,  (except  the  inspectors,  physician,  and  chaplain,)  for  board. 
Tue  duties  of  the  officers  are  as  follows :  the  keeper  attends  the 
visitors,  and  moves  about  among  the  prisoners ;  the  clerk  keeps  the 
accounts ;  two  overseers  are  on  the  wall  as  guard,  and  relieve  each 
other  every  hour ;  two  overseers  are  in  the  quarry,  and  relieve  each 
other  every  hour ;  one  overseer  superintends  the  cooking ;  the  ehap- 
Uins  preach  at  the  Prison  alternately,  once  every  Sabbath ;  the  in- 
spectors visit  the  Prison  occasionally,  and  examine  its  condition.  The 
warden,  who  is  also  physician,  has  the  great  responsibility  and  control 
hi  thi«  establishment. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  received  from  the  commencement, 
July  3,  1824,  till  August  23, 1826,  was  162  ;  of  whom  155  were  males 
and  7  females  ;  158  whites  and  4  blacks. 

The  nativity  of  those  committed  from  July,  1824,  till  October,  1825, 
wa*  a«  follows  :  Maine,  62  ;  Massachusetts,  1 1 ;  New  Hampshire,  8 ; 
New  York,  2 ;  Nova  Scotia,  England,  Ireland,  and  France,  24. 
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The  sentences  of  112  first  committed  were  as  follows :  less  than  on< 
year,  40 ;  between  one  and  two  years,  29 ;  between  two  and  thra 
years,  18 ;  between  three  and  four  years,  7 ;  between  four  and  fiv< 
years,  8 ;  between  five  and  six  years,  3 ;  between  six  and  seven  years 
0 ;  between  seven  and  eight  years,  1 ;  between  eight  and  nine  years 
1 ;  between  nine  and  ten  years,  1 ;  between  ten  and  eleven  years,  2 
for  life,  2.  "  Of  fifty-eight  convicts  received  into  the  State  Prisoi 
during  the  last  year,  thirteen  were  sentenced  to  be  punished  by  solitan 
imprisonment  alone.  Many  of  those  who  are  sentenced  to' be  confines 
to  hard  labor  have  also  to  endure  a  large  proportion  of  solitary  con 
finement  One  is  sentenced  to  suffer  eight  months,  others  five  and  sc 
months  of  solitary  imprisonment  About  one  third  of  the  convicts  wh< 
have  been  discharged  from  the  State  Prison  were  sentenced  to  suffe 
solitary  imprisonment  only,  or  to  such  long  periods  in  proportion  t< 
their  confinement  to  hard  labor,  as  to  render  the  labor  wholly  unpro 
ductive.  Some,  who  were  sentenced  to  suffer  solitary  imprisonmen 
and  confinement  to  hard  labor,  were  condemned  to  suffer  an  equa 
term  of  each.  Many  of  the  convicts  sent  to  the  State  Prison  were,  a 
the  time  of  their  arrival  there,  afflicted  with  diseases,  and  some  witl 
incurable  diseases.  Where  such  were  sentenced  for  short  periods,  tin 
Prison,  instead  of  a  place  of  punishment  to  them,  has  been  an  hos 
pital." 

The  Crimea  of  116  first  committed  were,  for  larceny,  89  ;  man 
slaughter,  3 ;  lewdness,  7 ;  adultery,  5 ;  forgery,  2 ;  counterfeit  money 
6 ;  arson,  1 ;  perjury,  1 ;  assault  with  intent  to  ravish,  2. 

The  age  ot  the  same  persons  was  as  follows:  under  twenty,  17 
between  twenty  and  thirty,  54  ;  between  thirty  and  forty,  26  ;  betweei 
forty  and  fifty,  12  $  between  fifty  and  sixty,  1 ;  between  sixty  am 
seventy,  2. 

Their  employment  before  committed  was  as  follows  :  without  employ 
ment,  9  ;  laborers,  49 ;  shoe  makers.  9  ;  farmers,  7 ;  truckman,  1 
stone  cutters,  2 ;  driving  team,  14  ;  Dlacksmiths,  6  ;  stage  driver,  1 
whitesmith,  1 ;  traders,  2  $  coopers,  2 ;  baker,  1 ;  printers,  2  ;  carpen 
ters,  2  ;  spinster,  1. 

Their  employment  in  the  Prison,  August  23, 1826,  was  as  follows  :  ii 
the  quarry,  29 ;  smiths'  shop,  4 ;  stone  cutting,  1 1 ;  sawing  stone,  2 
shoe  making,  11 ;  binding'  shoes,  1 ;  tailors,  2;  joiners,  5;  pickinj 
oakum,  2 ;  attending  sick,  1 ;  waiting,  3 ;  cooking  and  washing,  2 
unable  to  work,  1 ;  in  the  hospital,  4  ;  in  solitary,  3 ;  total,  82. 

The  number  of  prisoners,  at  different  periods,  has  been  as  follows 
December  1,  1824,  fifty-four;  June  1,  1825,  sixty-four;  December  1 
1825,  seventy;  June  1,  1826,  eighty-six  ;    August  22,  1826,  eighty 
two. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  remarkable ;  not  one  having 
died  from  a  natural  cause  since  the  Prison  was  organized.  Two  hav< 
committed  suicide. 

An  important  experiment  has  been  made  in  this  Prison  of  the  effect  oi 
health,  of  cutting  off  habitual  drunkards,  at  once,  from  the  use  of  apiritoow 
liquorsyin  every  firm,  and  confining  them  to  cold  water.  It  has  beei 
found  invariably  beneficial.  They  soon  renew  their  youth  ;  and  I 
more  hale,  healthy,  muscular  body  of  men  cannot  be  found  in  Prison 
or  out  of  Prison,  than  the  cold  water  convicts,  in  the  quarry  of  thi 
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Maine  Prison.  It  is  an  experiment,  also,  to  show,  that  hard  labor  can 
be  performed  on  good  food  and  cold  water.  As  evidence  of  this,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  see  these  men  handle  rocks. 

The  evils  existing  in  this  Prison  are  eril  communication,  particularly 
io  the  cells  where  two  arc  confined  together,  which  will,  probably, 
soon  be  obviated  by  increasing  the  number  of  cells ;  a  disposition  in 
old  convicts  to  associate  themselves  with  the  youth,  which  has  been 
Carefully  prevented  as  far  as  possible  by  the  warden  ;  procuring  spirit- 
uous liquors  and  cards,  in  a  few  instances,  from  assistant  keepers,  who 
have  been  discharged ;  a  want  of  vigilant  inspection  in  the  shops  dur- 
iog  the  day,  which  arises  from  the  great  diversity  of  employments,  and 
the  number  of  6mall  shops,  and  which  it  is  in  contemplation  to  prevent 
by  making  the  business  more  simple ;  expense  of  supporting  the  es- 
tablishment, (more  than  $  1000  the  last  year,)  which  will  be  dimi- 
nished by  the  new  rules  and  regulations ;  and  the  want  of  instruction, 
which  is  a  subject  of  complaint  in  the  last  Report  of  the  warden  to  the 
Legislature.  The  Prison  has  been  furnished  with  only  one  short  reli- 
gious service  on  the  Sabbath,  and  no  instruction  of  any  kind  at  any 
other  time. 

The  recommitments  in  this  Prison  are  seven  for  second  offence ;  none 
for  a  third.  The  cases  of  reformation  known  to  the  keepers  are  very 
few. 

The  experience  of  this  institution,  during  the  three  years  since  its 
organization,  led  the  Legislature  to  enact  three  important  laws  at  the 
list  session  :  1st,  that  when  any  person  shall  be  sentenced  to  impri- 
sonment for  a  term  less  than  six  months,  such  sentence  shall  be  executed 
in  the  county  jail,  and  not  in  the  State  Prison,  unless,  from  the  charac- 
ter and  circumstances  of  the  convict,  imprisonment  in  such  county  jail 
shall  to  the  court  appear  unsafe  or  improper  :  2d,  that  when  any  female, 
or  any  person  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  shall  be  convicted,  the  sen- 
tence shall  be  executed  in  the  jail  of  the  county,  unless,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  such  imprisonment  shall  to  the  court  appear 
unsuitable  or  inadequate  :  3d,  that  all  punishments  by  imprisonment 
in  the  State  Prison  shall  be  by  confinement  to  hard  labor,  and  not  by 
solitary  imprisonment  ;  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
preclude  the  use  of  solitary  confinement  as  a  prison  discipline  for  the 
government  and  good  order  of  the  prisoners. 

2.  State  Prison  in  New  Hampshire, — Location.  This  Prison  is  loca- 
ted in  Concord,  half  a  mile  north  of  the  State  House,  and  43  miles  N. 
X.  W.  of  Boston.  It  is  neither  on  navigable  water,  nor  on  a  quarry. 
The  granite  rock,  which  furnishes  the  great  business  of  the  convicts,  is 
found,  generally,  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  about  two  miles  from 
the  Pri«on,  and  is  carried  by  land  first  to  the  Prison,  and  then  by  land, 
tbout  two  miles,  to  the  Merrimack  river,  and  then  in  boats  by  the  river 
ind  canal  to  Boston.  The  situation  is  healthy  and  retired,  and,  on  the 
whole,  favorable  to  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  institution. 

Construction.  There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  construction  of  this 
Prison.  It  is  built  on  the  old  plan,  with  apartments  opposite  each 
other,  on  a  common  hall,  so  that  several  men  may  be  lodged  in  the 
same  room,  and  have  an  easy  communication  at  night  throughout  the 
building.  A  case  is  mentioned  by  the  former  warden,  in  which  a  male 
tad  female,  who  occupied  rooms  in  the  extremities  of  the  building, 
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one  in  the  lower  story,  at  the  north  end,  and  the  other  in  the  third 
story,  at  the  south  end,  formed  an  acquaintance,  and  carried  on  a 
courtship,  which  resulted  in  marriage,  after  they  were  discharged. 
The  building  is  so  constructed,  that  no  attempt  istnade  to  prevent  evil 
communication  at  night ;  and  if  the  attempt  were  made,  it  would  be 
very  expensive  and  very  ineffectual. 

The  construction  of  the  shops  is  much  better  in  this  respect  They 
are  simple,  cheap,  few  in  number,  and  without  hiding  places  ;  so  that 
one  overseer  can  do  more  to  prevent  evil  communication,  while  the 
men  are  at  their  labor,  than  five  men  can  do  in  the  shops  of  the  Maine 
Prison. 

The  Prison  building  is  of  granite,  70  feet  long,  36  feet  wide,  three 
stories  high,  containing  thirty-six  cells.  Connected  with  the  Prison 
is  the  keeper's  house,  of  granite,  49  feet  long,  22  feet  wide,  and  four 
stories  high  above  the  basement  The  yard,  in  which  are  die  shops, 
is  259  feet  by  192,  surrounded  with  a  stone  wall  14  feet  high,  with 
pickets  on  the  top  10  feet  high,  making  the  whole  height  24  feet 

Government.  The  officers  of  this  Prison  are  a  warden,  deputy  war- 
den, two  mechanics,  who  are  also  overseers,  two  or  three  guards,  a 
physician  and  chaplain.     The  governor  and  council  are  directors. 

The  appointment  of  the  warden  is  by  the  governor  and  council ;  of 
the  other  officers  by  the  warden.  The  salary  of  the  officers  is  as  fol- 
lows :  warden,  $  800 ;  deputy  warden,  $  200,  and  board ;  overseers, 
$  240,  and  board  ;  physician  and  chaplain  by  contract  with  the  war- 
den, about  $  85  annually,  including  medicine. 

The  duties  of  the  officers  are  sufficiently  designated  by  the  names ; 
except  that  the  warden  has  usually  done  the  duties  of  keeper,  con- 
tractor, and  clerk.  The  warden  and  deputy  warden  have,  also,  read 
the  scriptures  to  the  men,  twice  every  day,  and,  when  no  clergyman 
could  be  obtained,  the  warden  has  conducted  the  religious  service  of 
the  Sabbath  by  reading  and  prayer. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  received  from  November  23,  1812, 
when  this  Prison  was  organized,  to  September,  1825,  was  257  ;  of 
whom  253  were  males,  and  4  females ;  251  whites,  and  6  colored. 

Their  sentences  were  as  follows  :  12  for  one  year ;  63  for  two  years; 
84  for  three  years ;  21  for  four  years ;  37  for  five  years  ;  2  for  six 
years ;  2  for  seven  years ;  4  for  eight  years ;  2  for  nine  years  ;  1  for 
twelve  years ;  2  males  and  1  female  for  life.  Of  the  whole  number, 
191  had  no  term  of  solitary  confinement,  under  sentence  of  the  Court; 
1  had  two  months  solitary ;  arid  the  others  from  one  to  thirty  days. 

Their  crimes  were  as  follows  :  for  stealing,  192  ;  counterfeit  money, 
24;  assault,  &c.  10;  forgery,  8;  burglary,  3;  arson7  3 ;  perjury,  1. 

Their  nativity  was  as  follows :  New  Hampshire,  151 ;  Massachu- 
setts, 41 ;  Vermont,  10  ;  Rhode  Island,  4;  other  States,  14 ;  Canada, 
Ireland,  England,  and  the  West  Indies,  16. 

The  employment  and  earnings  of  the  prisoners  for  the  year  ending 
May  31,  1825,  were  as  follows  :  in  the  stone  shop,  50  men,  average 
earnings  per  day,  50  cents  and  a  fraction  each  ;  in  the  smiths'  shop,  7 
men,  average  earnings,  49  cents  and  a  fraction  each  ;  in  the  coopers9 
shop,  2  men,  average  earnings  per  day,  38  cents  and  a  fraction  each ; 
weavers,  tailors,  aud  painters,  3  men,  earnings,  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  #84  26  ;  lumpers  about  the  yard,  piling  stone,  loading  abd 
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kt&f,  dewing  the  yard,  and  catting  wood.  6,  earnings  0.  Whole 
sanser  of  men,  69,  avenge  earnings  per  day,  43  cents  and  a  faction 

The  OMw  fur  ftodatiOMUM  for  Die  year  ending  May  1,  1822, 
ns  at  Hm ;  ft*  the  food  of  each  prisoner,  $  14  SB,  and  a  fraction, 
fcr  the  year,  or  3  cents  9  mills  per  day ;  of  cidthmg  and  bedding  for 
aAptMOB«v  for  the  year,  $6  27. 

The  fao&nv  of  the  Prison  is  renttrknftty  dood.  'The  same  remark 
aigftt  *4ra  propriety  he made  concerning  it/as 'was'  made  Hy  a  venera- 
Me  phyawian  «nWeniing  the  Prison  at  Aubnra ;  i  eJ  it  exceeds  the 
■nnhofthe  country  at  large. 

rne  saaae  tuOtdote  tapavkaa  has  been  mwle;  n  iti  Maine,  concern- 

a"  *e  affect  of  cotttai  Off  'drunkard*  from  flip  rare  of  ardent  spirits, 
rtk  the  fenme  -resorts.  :  : 

The  meotoe  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  hsi  been  already  stated. 

iVracataMaaenb  are  only  orie  to  twenty.'  :' 

Tkeprmcipnl  eVfl*  existing  while  Mr.  Pilsburt  was  keeper,  were, 
1st,  Ae  want  of  subordination,  in  con  sequence  of  the  change*  among 
toaster  sfficeM^  ihd  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  men  of  the  proper 
tsaneterior  thi  Compensation  allowed;  2<lly,  the  necessity  of  placing; 
tnorsjMR  nienvfb  the  same  room,  and  the  evils  consequent  upon  it ; 
*ir,  the  frindTeo^rart  provision  for  moral  and  religious  instruction. 
sat,-norwrtnat«r«Hng  these  evils,  the  result  of  the  experiment  in  New 
Kaatahirt,  Hi  re%*r  to  the  Penitentiary  system,  as  shown  by  the. 
stakk  of  the  convicts,  by  their  productive  labor,  and  by  the  small 
■anker  of  re^onfenfttnents,  is  very  favorable.  If  men  of  proper  cha-  . 
■ess  eanU  hnvfr  been  always  obtained  for  assistant  keepers;  if  the 
rsjStatUuii  of  the  Prison  had  been  such  as  to  admit  of  the  separation 
sffsafiHs  at  night ;  and  if  more  libera!  provision  had  been  made  for 
n<WmJM,we  Menu  reason  why  this  Prison  would  not  have  been,  in 
■«  best  sense  of  the  word,  a  Penitentiary. 

J.  AW  £*HM*  In  Vermont. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located  in 
Writ**,  on  rhe*wesl  bank  of  the  Connecticut  river,  IS  miles  south 
sf  Daranonfh  CoAefee,  and  1 12  miles  N.  W.  of  Boston.  It  is  situated 
•  Nlsnlnerice^'west  of  the  village,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  river. 
lWsnntBon  hrhenllhy,  and  the  business  performed  in  the  institution 
■  •Hm.HU  mnke'it  no  great  inconvenience,  that  it  is  a  little  removed 
6wasafh*ble  water. 

Contraction.  There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  construction  of  this 
"Ham.  It  is  built  on  the  old  plan,  both  in  regard  to  the  night  rooms 
•at  ifcop» ;  so  that  it  must  be  very  difficult  with  any  degree  of  vigi- 
V*  to  prevent  evil  communication.  The  night  rooms  are  large,  and 
■*  arranged  opposite  a  common  hall,  and  the  shops  are  numerous ;  so 
fc*  tea  vigilant  keepers  could  not  do  as  much  to  prevent  evil  eommu- 
■MioD,  a*  two  might  do  in  a  Prison  properly  constructed.  The  con- 
•Wtion  »  tueh  that  no  attempt  is  route  to  prevent  evil  commurdca- 
S«  st  night,  and  it  is  not  effectually  prevented  by  day.  The  Prison, 
»aiA  Is  built  of  stone,  is  eighty-four  feet  long,  thirty-six  feet  wide, 
wd  three  Tories  high.  Connected  with  the  Prison  is  the  keeper's 
c,  fifty-four  feet  long,  twenty-four  feet  wide,  and  four 
The  building  containing  the  shops,  within  the  yard,  is. 
"     "  feet  long,  twenty-four  feet  wide,  ant1,  lluee  sto- 
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ries  high.    The  yard  is  sixteen  rods  long  and  twelve  rods  wide*     Tl 
yard  wall  is  twenty  feet  high. 

Government.  The  officers  are  a  superintendent,  warden,  or  keepe 
nine  overseers  and  guard,  a  physician  and  chaplain. 

The  appointment  of  the  superintendent  and  warden  is  by  the  Legi 
lature,  annually ;  of  the  overseers  and  guard,  by  the  superintendei 
and  warden. 

The  salary  of  the  superintendent  is  $  850 ;  of  the  warden,  $  40C 
of  the  overseers  and  guard,  $  130  each ;  of  the  physician,  $  100 ;  c 
the  chaplain,  $  104. 

The  duties  of  the  superintendent  include  those  of  clerk,  contracto 
and  agent  There  is  nothing  important  to  remark  concerning  the  di 
ties  of  the  other  officers,  except  that  the  duties  of  chaplain  are  vej 
irregularly  discharged.  In  truth  there  is  no  stated  chaplain,  who 
sen  ices  can  be  relied  on. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  received  in  this  Prison  from  tl 
commencement  in  May,  1809,  till  September,  1825,  was  534 ;  male 
528 ;  females,  6 ;  whites,  510 ;  colored,  24. 

The  crimes  of  350  last  received  were  as  follows :  stealing,  203 
counterfeit  money,  51 ;  burglary,  21 ;  forgery,  14 ;  assault  with  intej 
to  uiurder,  adultery,  and  breaking  jail,  4  each  ;  polygamy,  attempt 
Tin  ish,  adultery,  and  manslaughter,  3  each ;  attempt  to  commit  rap 
UHiUofing  villains,  arson,  burning,  2  each  ;  highway  robbery,  fornk 
tkm,  and  murder,  1  each.  The  cause  of  the  large  number  for  count* 
*>il  money  in  this  Prison  is  probably  because  the  village  in  Canad 
from  which  are  the  greatest  issues  of  spurious  bills,  is  situated  on  tl 
tcii fines  of  Vermont 

The  sentences  we  cannot  exhibit ;  except  that  none  are  sentenced 
solitary  imprisonment 

The  nativity  of  the  534,  mentioned  above,  was  as  follows :  Vermoi 
only  96  ;  New  Hampshire,  105 ;  Massachusetts,  78 ;  Connectict 
53 ;  New  York,  55 ;  other  States,  26  ;  Canada  and  foreign  countric 
76.  The  cause  of  having  more  in  this  Prison  natives  of  New  Ham; 
shire  than  of  Vermont  is  inexplicable.  The  cause  of  having  so  bom 
a  proportion  natives  of  the  State  is  very  singular.  One  cause  may  b 
that  great  numbers  resort  to  this  State,  and  pass  through  it,  from  oth 
States,  on  their  way  to  Canada,  who  are  engaged  in  the  circulation  i 
counterfeit  money. 

The  expense  of  supporting  the  prisoners,  for  several  years  from  ti 
organization  of  the  Prison,  was  from  five  to  seven  thousand  dolUa 
annually.  During  this  time,  many  of  them  were  employed  in  makii 
nails.  For  several  years  past,  the  Prison  has  supported  itself.  Tl 
balance  in  favor  of  the  Prison  in  1823  was  $  868  16.  During  t) 
latter  period  the  principal  employment  has  been  weaving. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  is  remarkably  good.  The  whole  nun 
ber  of  graves  is  thirteen.  During  seven  years,  from  November,  181! 
tiTl  November,  1825,  the  deaths  were,  from  natural  causes,  only  si 
The  average  number  of  prisoners  during  this  period  was  one  hundrec 
so  that  the  mortality  was  not  one  per  cent  There  has  been  very  litt 
sickness.     The  number  in  the  hospital  is  generally  two  or  three. 

The  same  valuable  experiment  has  been  made  in  Vermont,  as  in  Ne 
Hampshire  and  Maine,  of  the  effect  of  cutting  off  habitual  drunkan 
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of  ardent  spirits,  and  with  the  same  delightful  results  in 
th.     The  subjects  of  such  treatment  renew  their  youth 

fitments  have  been  seventeen  for  second,  and  two  for  third 

r 

a  this  Prison  are  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  making 
to  prevent  evil  communication  at  night,  and  very  difficult 
during  the  day ;  great  neglect  of  instruction  on  the  Sab- 
ng  the  week.  If  these  evils  were  remedied,  this  Prison 
ood  Penitentiary. 

ri$on  in  Massachusetts. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located 
ni,  on  navigable  water,  2£  miles  from  BoBton.  The  situ- 
isen  originally  without  reference  to  the  principal  business 
The  granite  rock,  which  a  large  number  of  the  convicts 
.  in  hammering,  is  brought  down  the  Merrimack  river  and 
ifty  miles,  in  boats ;  and  in  sloops,  from  the  Kennebeck 
ne,  and  from  Gloucester  and  Quincy,  Mass.  The  situa- 
y,  and  advantageous  to  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  in- 

ru  There  is  nothing  in  the  construction  of  this  Prison 
>tice,  except  the  new  Prison,  and  the  new  shops.  The 
ilding,  and  the  old  shops,  do  not  admit  of  separation,  in- 
discipline, among  three  hundred  convicts.  The  new 
put  this  matter  right  at  night,  and  the  new  shops  are 
mit  of  thorough  inspection,  during  the  day,  over  as  many  . 
in  work  in  them.  When  the  new  building  is  done,  which 
ably  be  in  less  than  eighteen  months,  and  when  the  old 
nolished,  and  the  new  shops  enlarged,  sufficiently  to  ac- 
11  the  prisoners,  then  this  Prison,  in  its  construction,  will 
dculated  to  promote  a  salutary  prison  discipline  as  any 
country.  The  new  building  will  be  of  granite,  about  200 
feet  wide,  and  four  stories  high,  containing  300  separate 
>lan  of  building  differs  rVom  that  at  Auburn  only  in  plac- 
of  the  cell  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  wall ;  in  the  fasten- 
or,  which  is  more  simple  and  convenient ;  in  making  the 
►tone  and  the  railing  of  iron ;  and  in  placing  a  window  in 
Fall  opposite  every  cell,  in  the  three  upper  stories.  These 
m  the  Auburn  plan  are  intended  as  an  improvement ;  but 
r  will  prove  so,  in  regard  to  the  windows  and  doors,  can 
»d  by  experience. 

ruction  of  the  new  shops  is  very  simple,  being  little  else 
isive  enclosure  of  wood,  with  a  lofty  covering,  leaving  the 
open  to  the  eye  144  feet  in  length,  and  88  in  breadth, 
rseer  may  do  more  to  prevent  evil  communication  between 
men  in  this  shop,  than  ten  overseers  could  do  to  prevent 
same  number  in  the  apartments  of  the  old  brick  building, 
iction,  therefore,  we  only  wish  the  new  buildings  could 
mpleted. 

f.  The  officers  are  three  directors,  a  warden,  keeper, 
turnkeys,  eighteen  overseers,  a  night  watch,  physician, 
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The  appointment  of  the  directors,  warden,  physician,  and  chapl 
is  by  the  governor  and  council ;  of  the  other  officers  by  the  di recto 

The  salary  of  the  directors  is  $  300  each ;  warden,  $  1,500 ;  k< 
er,  $500;  clerk,  $950;  turnkeys,  $350;  overseers,  $250;  n 
watch,  $  644 ;  physician,  and  chaplain,  $  250  each.  Besides  t 
salary,  the  keeper,  turnkeys,  and  overseers,  are  allowed  rations  amo 
ing  to  $  2,340  annually. 

The  duties  of  the  officers,  particularly  of  the  directors  and  ware 
have  not  been  sufficiently  defined ;  and,  consequently,  there  has  b 
a  controversy  many  years  between  them.  This  controversy  has  le 
mutual  recrimination,  jealous  and  hostile  feeling,  and  many  enibarr 
ments  concerning  the  management  and  discipline  of  the  institut: 
It  is  not  surprising,  that  a  house  thus  divided  against  itself  she 
have  difficulties  within  and  without  The  directors  may  think 
warden's  office  unnecessary,  and  the  warden  may  think  the  direct 
unnecessary.  The  warden  may  commit  a  man  to  the  cells  for  puni 
ment,  and  the  director  for  the  week  remove  him ;  the  warden  rem 
certain  indulgences  from  the  prisoners,  and  the  director  for  tlve  w 
restore  them ;  the  directors  order  monies  paid  to  an  assistant  keej 
which  the  warden  thinks  unjustifiable,  and  the  warden  refuse  to  ; 
it  It  is,  and  has  been,  a  most  uncomfortable  controversy,  totally 
consistent  with  tlje  order  of  the  institution,  and  the  interests  of 
State. 

The  duties  of  the  physician  are  prescribed,  and  the  bill  of  mortt 
shows  that  a  small  proportion  only,  i.  e.  one  to  forty-nine,  of  the  i 
die  annually.  This  may  be  considered  a  favorable  result,  in  regar 
deaths ;  but  a  circumstance  has  occurred  recently  of  a  singular  cha 
ter,  which  may  explain  the  reason,  why  so  large  a  number  of  men 
usually  found  in  the  hospital,  without  involving  the  character  of 
physician,  who  is  a  man  of  great  respectability.  This  fact  is  st- 
here  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  importance,  not  only  of  pla- 
the  sick  in  Penitentiaries,  under  the  care  of  a  physician,  u  iio  un 
stands  the  arts  of  these  places ;  but,  also,  of  placing  the  hospital  ur 
the  care  of  some  other  one  than  a  convict  One  of  the  keepers  st; 
that  an  officer,  who  was  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  new  buiL« 
has  been  recently  detected  in  furnishing  digitalis,  or  fox  glove, 
convict,  which  is  sought  after  by  the  prisoners  for  the  purpose  of  * 
cing  the  pulse,  that  they  may,  in  this  way,  obtain  the  leisure,  ara 
tcntion,  and  comforts  of  the  hospital.  The  same  officer  was  det« 
in  furnishing  spirits  and  money  to  the  same  convict,  and  has*  ^ 
discharged,  and  put  under  bonds  for  one  thousand  dollars,  for  b  i 
pearance  at  court  This  single  fact  contains  a  volume  of  caution 
cerning  the  feigned  sickness  of  prisoners;  the  impropriety  of  pl**c 
convict  in  the  hospital  of  a  Penitentiary  as  nurse,  and  giving? 
charge  of  the  medicine,  which  is  very  commonly  done  ;  the  nee  * 
of  great  wisdom,  and  experience,  and  faithfulness  in  the  phys- 
and  of  unbending  integrity  in  all  the  officers. 

The  duties  of  the  chaplain  at  Charlestown  are,  to  preach  at  (fr4 
son  every  Sabbath,  at  12  o'clock,  and  to  visit  the  hospital  occasio* 
His  compensation  corresponds  with  this  amount  of  duty.  The  d ' 
man,  on  whom  this  duty  devolves,  has  a  family,  and  is  obliged  * 
tend  to  other  duties,  or  not  provide  for  it     Without  detracting 
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r  of  the  chaplain,  or  from  the  value  of  what  service  he 
nay  he  said,  in  one  word,  that  this  provision  for  moral 

instruction  is  not  the  thing  demanded  in  snch  an  institu- 
te is  a  place  on  earth,  where  a  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
>ntend  with  sin,  it  is  in  a  great  Prison ;  and  it  is  apparent 
at  he  may  not  only  find  sin  to  contend  with,  but  he  may 

it  successfully.  This,  however,  must  be  done,  not  by 
Prison  once  a  week,  but  by  living  in  it ;  by  spending  the 
t,  and  every  day  in  the  week  in  it  The  word  of  God 
d  daily,  and  prayers  most  earnestly  offered,  morning  and 
the  Almighty,  that  God  would  diminish  the  sin,  and 
sart,  and  save  these  men  from  going  forth  as  children  of 
ts  of  the  world.    A  great  Prison  is  a  fountain  of  death ; 

becomes  any  thing  else,  it  must  be  done  by  Christian 
vant  no  better  illustration  of  what  may  be  done,  than  we 
has  been  done  by  Mr.  Curtis,  at  Auburn.  Nothing  ef- 
e  done  in  this  department  at  Charlestown,  till  the  chap- 
d  entirely  to  his  business. 

ao  remark  to  make  concerning  the  duties  of  the  other 
»  Prison,  except  that  their  number  is  great ;  their  com- 
beral,  though  perhaps  not  sufficient ;  and  they  ought  by 
devotion,  and  by  a  good  life,  to  do  a  vast  deal  for  the 
nor  of  the  institution  and  the  State ;  and  on  no  account 
;pt  a  bribe  from  a  prisoner. 

The  whole  number  committed  from  the  commencement 
eptember,  1826,  is  1,992 ;  discharged  on  expiration  of 
J4 ;  pardoned,  325 ;  escaped,  15 ;  discharged  by  order  of 
irt,  6 ;  remaining  in  Prison  September  1826,  313.  Of 
m  in  September,  1826,  263  were  white,  and  50  colored ; 
females. 

for  which  they  were  sentenced  were,  for  store  break* 

192 ;  counterfeit  money,  30 ;  burglary,  17 ;  common 
assault  for  rape,  10;  assault  for  murder,  10;  forgery,  8; 
Qmon  cheats,  open  and  gross  lewdness,  murder,  sentence 
hard  labor  for  life,  2  each ;  manslaughter,  3 ;  receiving 
4 ;  robbery,  maiming,  robbing  bank,  escape  from  House 
i,  attempt  to  rescue  convicts,  adultery,  horse  stealing,  1 

ty  was  from  States  not  specified,  in  the  annual  Report  of 
255 ;  from  foreign  countries,  56. 

oyment  in  the  Prison,  September  30, 1826,  was,  stone  cut- 
impers,  transporting  stone,  &c.  21 ;  cabinet  makers,  35 ; 
S  26  ;  whitesmiths  and  tinmen,  6 ;  shoe  makers,  3 ;  cop- 
ter, 1 ;  coopers,  7 ;    (the  78,  last  mentioned,  were  let  to 

weavers,  10;  tailors,  13;  employed  on  the  new  build- 
ishers  and  waiters,  10;   in  the  hospital,  10 ;   blacksmiths 

5  each ;  oakum  pickers,  8 ;  cooks,  9 ;  barbers,  3 ;  in  the 

s  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  after  defraying  every  ex- 
«n  stated  to  exceed  $  20,000  in  three  years.  As  tt  has 
question,  in  other  States,  whether  any  such  results  have 
ned  in  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  we  prefrent  (he  follow- 
rendered  bv  *he  warder  for  the  lost  two  years. 
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«o 


Dr. 


Expenses  and  Income  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1825. 


the  Prison, 


To  amount  of  slock  on  hand  September  30,  l&S-},   . 

Provision  de.|»artmciit,  (or  meat*,  meal,  fwh,  molasses,  ccc 

Clothing  department,  for  elolhiiig  and  bedding, 

Hospiuil  <lc|iartincnt,  for  medicine,  tic. 

Stone  cutters'  department,  for  stone,  steel,  coal,&e, 

Oakum  department,  for  junk,  • 

Labor  department,  for  vara,  iron,  leather,  etc. 

Kxponse  account,  Ux oil,  wood,  lumber,  repairs, Sec 

Paid  to  prisoners,  on  their  discharge,      .        .        . 

Paid  for  u^iuporliug  convicts  from  the  county  jail*  to 

Salaries  of  officers  paid  at  the  Prison, 

Salaries  of  officers  paid  annually  by  the  treasurer  of  UwCommomtaaltb, 

Balance,  being  pram  to  the  Coranbowwlth, 


Cn. 

By  sale*  of  stone,  ^       . 

By  sales  of  screws, * 

By  sales  of  oakum, 

By  amount  of  Inhor  deportment,  received  of  contractors,  etc 
By  fees  for  admittance  of  vuo^ora,  .... 

By  credited  provision  department,  .... 

By  amount  of  stock  on  hand  September  SO,  1835, 


516,134  » 
6348  S 

51,826  » 

863C 
4*44* 

7J14J 
9,772  8 
»04* 

low  at 

£75*78  31 


95i  » 


I! 


^75^8  SJ 


THOMAS  HAREB,  Wmdm. 
MasMchuMdlg  Stale  Prison,  Cluxrl&m,  September  80, 1825. 


Dr. 


Expenses  and  Income  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  182& 


To  amount  of  stock  on  hand,  September  30. 1825, 

Provision  department,  for  molasses,  meal,  fish,  meat,  d&c. 

Expense  account,  for  oil,  wood,  repairs,  lumlwr,  &c. 

Paid  for  transporting  priaoucrs  from  county  jails, 

Paid  prisoners  on  their  discharge,  .  ' 

Paid  salaries  of  officers,  .... 

Hospital  department,  for  medicine,  Ate. 

Clothing  department,  for  clothing  and  bedding, 

Labor  department,  for  iron,  &c. 

Oakum  department,  for  juuk,  .        .        • 

Stone  cutlers1  department,  for  rough  stone,  steel,  coal,  &c. 

Betterment  account,  paid  on  account  of  two  new  stone  sheds, 

New  Prison,  paid  on  account  of  the  new  Prison, 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  Prison, 


D,ASS>  Dl 

3,76*85 
17  08 

Mil 

1,814  Iff 
£7&.7M04 

46TJ91 
638* 

rW6% 
£75,754  04 

By  balance  brought  over, 4,197  37 

By  betterment  account, £1,814  07 

By  ne*  Prison  account, 3,707  78 

sm  m  \ 

•   Making  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  earnings  of  the  convicts,  over  and  above        £9,719  ff     * 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Prison,  of  £9,719  17  cents.  mi     '« 

THOMAS  HARRIS,  Warden,      . 
Hpissyfinssrti  StaU  Pritoa,  Charledoum,  September  90, 1826. 

in:    \ 


Cr. 

By  sales  of  Hone,  , 

By  amount  of  labor  department,  received  of  contractors, 

By  sales  of  oakum,  

By  foes  for  admittance  of  visitors,             .... 
By  amount  credited  expense  department, 
By  amount  r*n*dited  profit  and  loss,           .... 
By  amr  un!  • .'  «tock  on  hand,  September  90, 1836,  (and  not  including  the 
stock  for  new  Prison,) 


i'\ 


tiftftii*  'tt*K#-i8».  ite 


no  room  for  deception  in  regard  to  these  accounts,  nn- 
le  inventory  of  stock;  and  as  this  varies  very  littje  in 
,  deception  on  this  point  would  make  a  small  juffei^nce 
suit;  and  in  regard  to  the  year  1824,  the  inventory  of 
,446  33 ;  so  that  deception  then,  even  if  the  wajden 
osed  capable  of  it,  would  have  varied  the  remit  only 
therefore  see  no  reason  why  the  managers  or  officers 
ntiaiies,  which  are  bringing  the  States,  where  they  are 
r  in  debt;  year  after  year,  should  raise  a  guestion  p  to 
the  Massachusetts  Prison..  A  question  lias  nofcjonly 
icerning  the  fairness  of  the  accounts,  but  whether*  the 
Beers  and  the  expense  of  transporting  convicts  was  in- 
y  be  here  seen  that  they  are  both  included,  in  the  nrp- 
It  has  been  said  that  they  could  not  be  included}  for 
isiness  would  enable  convicts  to  earn  so  much  money, 
by  these  accounts,  what  have  been  the  proceed*  o£  the 
snt,  and,  by  a  little  calculation,  it  may  oe  ascertained 
e  earnings  of  each  man  employed  u^Jtian^mcring  graiite, 
was  84  cents  and  4  mills  per  day  in  1825,  and  92  cents 
day  in  1826.  This  is  on  supposition  that  there  are 
ig  days  in  the  year.  It  has  also  been  said,  that  even 
jsult  of  those  Prisons,  which  have  brought  ail  income' to 
:  States,  arises  from  their  location.  It  has  already  been 
rd  to  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  that  gmaite'urock  is 
y  water  from  New  Hampshire  and  Maine.  We M  can 
3  good  reason  why  {he  truth  of  these  accounts  ahotdd 

...    i 

me  other  important  results  easily  deduced'  from  t&ese 

'  prisoners  is  not  expensive.  In  1826  die  provision^  at 
or  306  prisoners,  cost  4  cents  and  4  ntfils  per  differ 
1826,  for  313,  5  cents  and  9  mills. 

and  bedding  for  prisoners  is  not  expensive.  In  1$25, 
at  Charlestown,  for  306  prisoners,  cost  Car  the  year, 
a  :  in  1826,  they  cost  for  313,  $  11  71  per  man.    ^ 

of  the  labor  j  in  the  stone  department,  of  about  one  third 
'  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  for  provisions, 
7,  and  salary  of  the  officers,  for  the  whole  establishment. 
le  to  the  warden  and  assistant  keepers,  that  results, 
xpected,  have  been  gained  under  their  management,  in 
ancerns  of  this  Institution. 

iterat  inference  from  these  accounts  that  where  hard  labor 
fthe  convicts,  they  can  be  made  to  support  themeehts. 
more  remarks  concerning  the  income  from  die  labor  of 
;  Charlestown. 

the  prisoners,  in  which  they  have  heen  detected,  are 
i'to  bring  them  prohibited  articles,  hy  a  most  misctte- 
Nralizing  use  of  their  over-stint  money.  It  has  been 
je  cards,  spirits,  digitalis,  bills  to  be  altered,  and  ma- 
hem.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  in  what  way  $4000, 
J%6  the  procuring  cause  of  mpre  moral  evil  than  this 
■•tint,  subject  to  the  order  of  convicts  in  * 
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The  other  vices,  detected  in  this  Prison,  besides  those  for  which 
over-stint  money  has  prepared  the  way,  are,  counterfeiting  hills  and 
coin ;  teaching  the  art  of  picking  pockets,  and  actually  picking  the 
pockets  of  strangers ;  preparing  false  keys  and  other  instruments  for 
breaking  houses  and  stores ;  combinations  against  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  individuals  in  society ;  insurrections  terminated  only  in  blood 
and  death ;  inveterate  enmity  against  prisoners  and  others,  who  reveal 
plots ;  combined,  and  powerful,  and  systematic  etTort  in  favor  of  vice, 
and  unnatural  crime :  and  these  evils  in  buildings  so  constructed,  that 
all  attempts  to  prevent  evil  communication,  effectually^  must  be  fruit- 
less. 

The  recommitments  have  corresponded  with  what  might  be  expected 
from  such  a  school  of  vice.  In  1817,  out  of  three  hundred  convicts 
then  in  Prison,  ninety  were  for  second,  third,  or  fourth  time ;  and  in 
1827  the  proportion  was  about  the  same.  It  is  apparent  from  the 
records,  that  the  young  men  and  boys  who  have  been  sent  from  the 
country  for  their  first  ofTcnce,  in  numerous  instances,  after  remaining 
several  years  at  Charlestown,  have  been  discharged  to  engage,  imme- 
diately, in  Boston,  in  the  practice  of  those  arts  with  which  they  had 
become  familiar  in  Prison. 

The  general  character  of  this  Prison  may  now  be  given  in  a  few 
words.  Its  income  and  health  are  favorable  ;  its  moral  influence  most 
injurious.  But  we  may  hope  for  a  better  state  of  things,  when  the 
cause  of  the  controversy  ceases  between  the  directors  and  the  warden  j 
when  the  assistant  keepers  are  more  faithful ;  when  the  chaplain  u 
entirely  devoted  to  his  business ;  when  over-stint,  the  great  means  of 
bribery  and  other  evils,  is  done  away ;  and  when  evil  communication 
is  prevented  by  the  new  buildings  and  new  discipline. 

5.  State  Prison  in  Connecticut. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located 
in  Wethersfield,  half  a  mile  north  of  the  meeting  house,  and  two  and 
a  half  miles  south  of  Hartford.  It  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  I 
large  bay,  about  fifty  feet  above  the  surface,  and  twenty  or  thirty  rods 
from  the  shore.  The  bay,  which  opens  into  the  main  land  from  Con- 
necticut river,  is  navigable  for  large  vessels  to' the  shore  near  the  Pri- 
son. The  earth  between  the  principal  building  and  the  water,  a  few 
feet  beneath  the  surface,  is  composed  of  clay  and  sand  of  an  excellent 
quality.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  employ  the  convicts  in  making  ^ricL 
For  this  and  other  purposes,  good  water  is  found,  within  six  feet  of 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  location,  therefore,  must  he  consider- 
ed, in  several  respects,  peculiarly  advantageous.  It  is  near  the  centre 
of  the  State,  amidst  a  healthy  and  virtuous  population,  on  navigable 
water,  and  supplied  very  conveniently  with  inexhaustible  quantities  of 
clay,  and  sand,  and  water. 

Construction.  It  is  built  on  the  Auburn  plan,  and  contains  136 
cells,  besides  a  chapel,  keeper's  house,  hospital,  offices  for  warden 
and  guard,  and  an  apartment  for  female  convicts.  The  building  is  of 
stone,  177  feet  long,  48  feet  wide,  and  36  feet  high.  The  cells  are 
arranged  in  four  stories,  and  are  very  similar  in  the  dimensions  and 
construction  to  those  at  Auburn.  The  building  was  commenced  and 
nearly  completed  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1826.  The  yard  and 
shops  will  be  completed  during  the  present  summer,  and  the  whole 
wfll  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  convicts  from  Newgate  in  Septen* 
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ber.    The  expense  will  vary  but  little  from  $30,000.     It   is   not 
known  that  this  country  affords  a  cheaper  and  better  Prison  for  the 
safe  keeping  and  wholsesome  discipline  of  an  equal  number  of  con- 
victs.    Much  of  the  credit,  for  the  erection  and  speedy  completion  of 
this  valuable  establishment,  is  due  to  the  Commissioners,  Messrs.  Russ, 
Peters,  and  Wells,  who  have  labored  with  great  assiduity,  intelli- 
gence and  economy,  fiom  the  commencement  to  the  present  time. 
Without  detracting  from  the  merits  of  the  other  Commissioners,  we 
are  confident,  they  feel  with  us,  that  the  State  of  Connecticut  and  the 
country  at  large  are  under  peculiar  obligations  to  Mr.  Wells,  for  his 
indefatigable  attentions  to  an  establishment,  which,  we  think,  is  with- 
out a  rival  in  one  respect,  that  is,  the  economy  of  its  construction. 
And  in  regard  to  the  design  of  the  principal  and  other  buildings,  for 
security,  inspection,  convenience,  and  general  economy  in  the  man- 
agement, it  will  stand  among  the  first  establishments  of  the  kind  in 
the  United  States. 

Government.  The  officers  of  this  Prison,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  late  law,  are  to  be,  three  directors,  a  warden,  not  more 
man  ten  assistants,  and  an  overseer  for  each  department  of  business. 

The  appointment  of  the  directors  is  by  the  General  Assembly ;  of 
the  warden,  by  the  directors ;  of  the  other  officers,  by  the  warden. 

The  warden  is  made  the  responsible  officer  for  the  safe  keeping, 
employment,  and  discipline  of  the  institution.  The  directors  make 
by-laws,  and  inspect  the  prison,  and  the  warden's  accounts,  alternate- 
ly, once  a  week,  and  together  once  in  three  months,  and  annually 
submit  a  report  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  progress  and  condition 
of  the  Prison,  together  with  suggestions  as  to  the  amendment  of  the 
criminal  law,  and  the  laws  relating  to  the  Prison,  which  report  it  is 
made  their  duty  to  publish,  and  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale  of 
each  of  the  United  States. 

With  the  location,  construction,  and  government  as  stated  above, 
if  the  directors  shall  be  so  happy,  in  the  appointment  of  a  warden,  as 
to  secure  the  services  of  Moses  C.  Ptlsbury,  Esq.,  formerly  warden 
of  the  Prison  in  New  Hampshire,  to  whom  they  have  applied,  and 
who  has  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  we  confidently  antici- 
pate the  most  delightful  results,  from  this  experiment,  on  the  Peniten- 
tiary system  in  Connecticut 

We  intentionally  omit  all  further  notice  of  Newgate. 

6.  Penitentiary  in  New  York  city. — Location.  This  Prison  is  con- 
nected with  the  Almshouse,  on  the  East  river,  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  City  Hall.  It  is  in  the  same  yard  with  numerous  other 
buildings  of  this  extensive  establishment.  The  number  of  poor  peo- 
ple and  convict*  brought  together  in  the  buildings  within  this  yard  is, 
at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  about  two  thousand.  The  location  is. 
tkerefore,  injurious  both  to  the  Penitentiary  and  the  Almshouse. 

Construction.  The  building  used  for  the  Penitentiary  is  constructed 
w  the  old  plan,  with  large  rooms,  and  the  rooms  are  so  few  in  num- 
ber, and  the  prisoners  so  numerous,  that  it  has  sometimes  been  neoes- 
ary  to  put  twelve  in  a  room.  The  evils  arising  from  this  wore  so 
great  a*  to  cause  an  alteration  to  be  made  in  the  construction  of  one 
fourth  of  the  building;  which  was  done  by  removing  the  partition 
walls,  and  erecting  cells,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  within  the  external  walls. 
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In  front  of  this  breastwork  of  cells  is  erected  a  small  pulpit,  from 
which  the  chaplain  may  address  the  prisoners,  either  in  the  cells,  or 
on, the  galleries.  With  the  exception  of  this  quarter  of  the  building, 
the  construction  of  the  whole  is  very  bad. 

There  is  another  building  connected  with  this  Penitentiary,  viz.  a 
tread-mill.  This  has  been  used  at  some  periods,  and  at  others  neg 
lected,  and  on  the  whole  is  not  approved.  As  therefore  this  building 
and  its  appendages  are  not  esteemed  of  great  value,  in  almost  the  only 
establishment  in  this  country  where  it  has  been  introduced,  it  cannot 
be  necessary  to  describe  it  minutely.  If  there  was  any  probability, 
that  the  mode  of  punishment  by  tread-mills  was  to  be  extensively  in- 
troduced in  America,  we  should  immediately  prepare  a  pamphlet  ex- 
hibiting the  results  of  experience,  in  the  Penitentiary  in  New  York, 
and  at  Newgate  in  Connecticut,  which  would  be  unfavorable  to  the 
system.  But  until  there  is  such  probability,  we  do  not  see  the  neces- 
sity of  dwelling  upon  the  subject,  even  so  long  as  to  describe  the  con- 
struction. 

Government.  This  Prison  has  the  same  general  supervision  as  the 
Almshouse,  the  same  superintendent,  and  the  same  physician  and 
chaplain.     It  has,  besides,  a  keeper,  and  several  assistants. 

Prisoners.  The  number  varies  from  two  to  three  hundred.  The 
number  of  females  in  1825  was  about  sixty.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren and  youth  at  that  time  was  large ;  but  they  have  been  removed 
to  the  Refuge.     A  large  proportion  of  all  classes  are  colored. 

The  crimes  are  generally  larceny,  assault  and  battery,  and  the  lower 
grade  of  crimes  common  in  a  large  city. 

The  sentences  of  none  of  these  exceed  three  years.  The  Prison  is 
therefore  intended  for  a  class  of  offenders  from  the  city,  who  are  sup- 
posed not  to  merit  punishment  in  the  State  Prison. 

The  employment  of  the  prisoners  appears  to  be  very  irregular  and 
very  unproductive ;  sometimes  on  the  tread-mill ;  sometimes  in  a  pin 
factory ;  sometimes  on  the  public  lands  or  highways ;  sometimes  pick- 
ing oakum,  and  sometimes  they  have  been  unemployed.  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  system  of  patient  and  efficient  labor.  If  all  the 
able-bodied  men  in  the  establishment  were  put  into  a  stone  shed  near 
the  bank  of  the  river,  or  transferred  to  Sing  Sing,  they  might  earn  a 
large  amount  of  money  annually. 

The  vices  of  the  prisoners  are  such  as  are  generally  found  in  Prisons 
constructed  and  managed  as  this  is.  Evil  communication  of  all  sorts 
is,  to  a  great  extent,  necessarily  unrestrained.  It  is  such  that  the  im- 
possibility of  doing  them  any  good  was  well  expressed  by  the  super- 
intendent, as  stated  in  the  last  Report.  Speaking  of  the  crowded 
state  of  the  Prison,  he  said,  "  How  can  you  expect  reformation  under 
such  circumstances  ?  As  well  might  you  kindle  a  fire,  with  a  spark, 
on  the  ocean  in  a  storm  !  If  a  man  forms  a  good  resolution,  or  feels  a 
serious  impression,  it  is  immediately  driven  from  him  in  his  night 
room." 

In  accordance  with  these  views  of  the  inefficacy  of  all  means  of  im- 
provement, under  existing  circumstances,  has  been  the  neglect  of  in- 
struction. The  prisoners  are  not  pennitted  to  come  to  the  chapel  on 
the  Sabbath ;  nor  is  any  regular  and  systematic  instruction  afforded 
them  on  the  Sabbath,  or  during  the  week,  except  by  the  chaplain, 
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ivlio  has  generally  one  cr  two  very  short  services,  weekly,  in  one  of 
llie  halls  of  the  building,  in  which  a  part  only  of  the  prisoners  can 
hear  him. 

The  evils  then,  in  this  establishment,  are  obvious,  and  n^inv  of 
rV-ni  unavoidable  with  the  present  construction.  If  the  male  con- 
victs, who  are  now  sent  to  this  Prison  for  more  than  one  year,  should 
be  wilt  to  Sing  Sing  as  soon  as  that  Prison  is  so  for  completed  i<s  to 
tjinlt  tliem,  and  the  females  should  he  put  under  the  care  of  a  matron 
i:i  that  part  of  the  building  which  has  been  changed  to  the  Auburn 
r'iUQ,  then  these  classes  would  be  well  provided  for,  and  in  these 
clashes  would  be  included  the  greater  part  of  the  whole  number. 

7.  Stale  Prison  in  Neio  York  city. — ThLs  Prison  is  situated  01.  the 
crist  bank  of  the  North  River,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  Ci1y 
llali.  It  is  an  extensive  establishment,  consisting  of  numerous  and 
expensive  buildings,  which  has  been  used  thirty  years  as  the  pi  inci- 
p^l  Prison  in  the  State  of  New  York.  But  the  evils  in  it  havt  be- 
come so  great,  in  consequence  of  its  construction  and  management,  as 
tu  induce  the  Legislature  to  make  preparations  for  its  abandonment. 
The  whole  has  therefore  been  sold  to  the  city  for  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  prisoners  will  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  build- 
ing at  Sing  Sing  shall  be  so  far  completed  as  to  receive  them.  With- 
out giving,  therefore,  any  parti c id ar  description  of  the  construction 
and  government  of  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  it  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  state  a  few  facts  concerning  its  expense,  its  recommitment:-; 
and  its  mortality. 

The  total  expense  of  erecting  and  supporting  it,  from  1796  to  182C, 
inclusive,  has  been  one  million  two  hundred  and  THIRTY-SEVEN- 
TH OF  SAND  three  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and  ninety- 
tvii  cents  :  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  school  fund.  This  most  as- 
tonishing fact  was  furnished  by  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  for  a 
Committee  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  in  accordance  with 
a  resolution  of  that  body,  requiring  that  it  should  be  ascertained. 

The  recommitments  have  been  nearly  one  to  four,  or  nearly  five 
times  as  numerous  as  the  recommitments  at  Auburn. 

The  mortality  has  been  several  years  6  per  cent,  or  three  times  as 
great  as  that  of  the  Prisons  generally  in  this  country,  and  the  last  year 
10  per  cent 

8.  State  Prison  at  Sing  Singy  N.  Y. — Location.  This  Prison  is  lo- 
cated on  die  east  bank  of  the  North  River,  thirty  miles  above  New 
York,  and  half  a  mile  south  of  the  meeting-house  at  Mount  Pleasant 
This  situation  was  chosen  for  the  purpose  of  employing  the  convicts 
in  an  inexhaustible  quarry  of  marble,  of  which  the  bank  of  the  river 
is  here  composed.  The  principal  building  is  erected  parallel  with  the 
river,  about  thirty  feet  from  it,  and  fifteen  feet  above  the  surface  of 
the  water.  The  foundation  is  a  solid  body  of  marble,  and  the  mate- 
rial for  building  is  marble,  either  blasted  out  of  the  solid  mass  on 
which  the  building  now  stands,  or  from  that  which  composes  the  hill, 
on  the  east  The  river  is  navigable  for  steam  boats  to  the  shore  near 
the  Prison.  The  channel  of  the  river  is  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two 
miles  west  of  the  Prison.  From  the  top  of  the  hill,  in  the  reai  of  the 
Prison,  the  view  of  the  river,  nearly  fifty  miles  towards  Nevi  York 
•ad  Albany,  and  sometimes  of  fifty  sail  of  vessels,  is  very  pit  want 

10  • 
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This  location  is  probably  as  advantageous,  on  the  whole,  as  that  of 
any  Prison  in  the  United  States.  Its  marble,  its  navigable  water,  its 
pure  air,  its  retired  situation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  its  easy  communi- 
cation with  New  York,  are  great  advantages  to  be  combined  in  the 
same  location. 

Construction.  The  principal  building,  when  completed,  will  be 
nearly  500  feet  long,  about  40  feet  wide,  four  stories  high,  and  will 
contain  eight  hundred  cells.  It  is  on  the  general  plan  of  the  north 
wing  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn.  The  only  variations  are  in  the  win- 
dows, doors,  and  fastenings.  The  windows  are  more  numerous,  and 
not  so  large ;  so  that  there  may  be  one  in  front  of  each  cell.  The 
doors  are  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  wall.  The  fasteuings  of  a  part 
of  the  doors  will  be  peculiar  to  this  Prison,  viz.  a  compound  lever  lock, 
with  which  many  doors,  on  the  same  gallery,  may  be  locked  or  un- 
locked at  once. 

The  other  buildings,  one  for  the  accommodation  of  the  keeper  and 
his  family,  and  the  other  for  the  kitchen,  hospital,  and  chapel,  are  to 
extend  from  the  ends  of  the  principal  building  towards  the  river  about 
80  feet ;  giving  the  whole  the  appearance  from  the  river  of  a  hollow 
square.  On  the  west  side  of  the  principal  building,  towards  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river,  the  yard  is  to  be  extended  300  feet  in  wid'h,  and 
about  500  feet  in  length.  This  yard  is  to  be  formed  with  the  i  efuse 
stone  from  the  quarry.  When  the  buildings  and  yard  shall  be  com- 
pleted on  the  plan  proposed,  the  establishment  will  be  very  good  in 
its  construction. 

Government.  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tibbets,  and  Allen,  are  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Legislature  for  the  erection  of  this  Prison.  Capt 
Lynds,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  under  whom 
the  admirable  discipline  in  that  Prison  was  introduced,  is  the  responsi- 
ble agent.  Under  his  immediate  care,  100  prisoners  from  Auburn 
were  brought  to  Sing  Sing,  and  put  on  shore  to  commence  the  work, 
before  the  ground  had  been  broken,  or  a  cell  of  any  description,  or  a 
yard  wall,  had  been  begun.  They  built,  the  first  day,  a  temporary 
covering  of  wood,  which  was  used  as  their  place  for  lodging  during 
the  season.  From  the  time  of  the  landing,  in  May,  till  late  in  the  au- 
tumn, when  a  sufficient  number  of  cells  were  finished  to  confine  the 
prisoners  at  night,  there  was  no  escape.  The  whole  building  thus 
far,  and  all  the  labor  in  opening  the  quarry,  has  been  done  by  the 
convicts,  without  any  other  means  of  confinement  than  the  authority 
and  system  of  discipline  introduced  by  Capt  Lynds.  In  maintaining 
this  authority,  he  has  been  assisted  by  a  few  trusty  keepers,  who  went 
with  him  from  Auburn.  With  their  assistance  all  is  order,  industry, 
silence,  and  activity.  The  work  goes  on  rapidly,  with  little  murmur- 
ing, and  scarcely  an  effort  to  escape  or  rebel.  There  has  been  one 
insurrection,  in  which  two  prisoners  only  were  concerned,  of  whom 
one  was  killed.  By  those  who  have  witnessed  the  power  and  wisdom 
of  this  government,  the  order,  and  industry,  and  silence  of  these  con- 
victs, it  is  believed  that  here  is  a  specimen  of  authority  and  vigilance 
on  the  one  hand,  and  obedience  on  the  other,  which  to  a  great  extent 
prevent  evil  communication  among  prisoners,  under  circumstances, 
during  a  part  of  the  time,  at  least,  most  unfavorable  to  so  important  la 
result 
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The  appointment  of  Capt.  Lynds  is  by  the  commissioners ;  of  the 
assistant  keepers,  by  the  agent.  The  compensation  of  the  former  is 
$2000  annually  ;  of  the  latter,  from  four  to  nine  hundred  dollars. 

Prisoners,  The  number,  which  was  at  first  100,  has  increased  to 
about  250.  Of  these,  who  are  all  males,  about  one  fourth  part  are 
colored. 

Their  crimes,  nativity,  frequency  of  conviction,  and  sentences,  could 
not  be  ascertained  at  Sing  Sing,  because  they  were  transferred  from 
other  Prisons. 

The  recommitments,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1827,  had  been  none ; 
thirty-four  only  having  been  discharged.  • 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  is  very  good.  Fifteen  have  been  sent  to 
the  hospital  of  the  Prison  in  New  York ;  of  whom  one  has  died.  Six 
have  died  at  Sing  Sing ;  one  in  the  rebellion,  three  from  casualty,  and 
two  from  natural  causes.  On  the  9th  of  April,  there  were  none  con- 
fined with  sickness,  nor  did  Capt.  Lynds  recollect  that  one  had  been 
confined,  except  the  man  who  died,  during  the  last  year.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  prisoners  indicated  health  and  strength. 

The  same  valuable  experiment,  on  temperance,  which  has  been 
mentioned  in  speaking  of  other  Prisons,  has  been  tried  at  Sing  Sing. 
The  men  neither  suffer  nor  die  from  abstinence,  though  they  have 
been  formerly  intemperate.  Nor  is  there  any  want  of  ability  to  work 
hard,  all  the  time,  on  wholesome  food  and  good  water. 

Instruction.  In  April  last  the  Commissioners  opened  the  way  for 
the  introduction  of  a  chaplain  at  Sing  Sing,  who  should  devote  his 
whole  time  to  the  instruction  of  the  prisoners.  At  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  Capt.  Lynds,  that  a  chaplain  might  be  sent,  as  soon  as  a  suita- 
ble man  could  be  found,  Mr.  Gerrisii  Barrett  was  engaged  to  assume 
the  responsibilities  of  this  situation.  Mr.  Barrett  writes,  June  17th, 
is  follows  :  "  a  little  after  7  o'clock,  every  evening,  I  commence  read- 
ing the  scriptures  to  the  convicts,  afterwards  make  some  remarks,  and 
then  offer  a  prayer  on  each  side  of  the  Prison.  I  have  found  by  ex- 
perience, that  to  stand  as  near  the  centre  of  the  Prison  as  possible,  on 
the  pavement  below,  is  far  better,  for  the  purpose  of  being  easily  heard, 
man  to  stand  upon  the  gallery.  I  am  persuaded,  that,  of  all  the  me- 
thods which  have  been  used  for  fastening  divine  truth  upon  the  minds 
of  convicts,  tliis  daily  reading  of  the  scriptures  and  prayer  is  mo;  t 
likely  to  succeed.  The  truth  strikes  upon  the  ear,  when  the  men  are 
sobered  by  the  labors  of  the  day,  when  no  mortal  eye  sees  them,  and 
when  the  twilight,  and  the  silence,  and  the  loneliness  combine  in  caus- 
ing it  to  make  a  deep  impression.  They  can  then  rellect  on  what  they 
have  heard  till  they  fall  asleep. 

w  After  divine  service  on  the  Sabbath,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
time  is  spent  in  talking  to  the  men  in  their  cells.  In  tliis  business  I 
feel  more  and  more  interested.  I  have  found  no  one  yet,  who  showed 
tny  disrespect,  or  unwillingness  to  hear  what  was  said.  It  is  surprising 
to  tee,  sometimes,  how  a  few  minutes9  conversation,  concerning  the 
wal,  will  make  the  muscles  of  a  hardy-looking  face  relax,  and  his  eyes 
fill  with  tears."  * 

Mr.  Barrett  expresses  a  deep  and  increasing  interest  in  his  em- 
ployment, smys  his  time  flies  swiftly,  and  he  is  willing*  to  renwir.  where 
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he  is,  if  it  is  thought  by  Capt  Lyxds,  and  those  who  employ  him,  that 
he  is  qualified  for  the  station. 

With  this  provision  for  instruction,  with  the  discipline  introduced  bjT  J 
Capt  Lvnds,  and  with  the  advantages  of  construction  and  location, 
which  this  Prison  possesses,  we  believe  there  will  be  little  that  is  eyO, 
and  much  that  is  reformatory  in  the  system. 

9.  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  V. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located 
in  Auburn,  about  60  rods  north  of  the  main  street,  about  150  rods  west  ; 
of  the  Theological  Seminary,  7  miles  south  of  the  Grand  Canal,  and 
77  miles  west  of  Utica.  There  is  a  small  stream  of  water,  on  the  south. 
side  of  the  Prison,  which  passes  under  the  south  west  corner  of  the 
yard  wall.     The  situation  is  pleasant  and  healthy. 

Construction,  We  present  the  ground  view  of  the  yard  wall,  the 
front  building,  the  wings,  and  the  shops,  with  the  explanation. 

Government.  The  officers  are  five  inspectors,  a  keeper,  deputy 
keeper,  clerk,  sixteen  assistant  keepers,  who  are,  also,  master  work- 
men in  the  shops,  five  guards,  a  gate  keeper,  physician,  and  chaplain. 

The  appointment  of  the  inspectors  is  by  the  governor  and  senate  ;  of 
the  other  officers  by  the  inspectors. 

The  inspectors  receive  no  compensation. 

The  salary  of  the  officers  is  as  follows  :  the  keeper  $  1000 ;  deputy 
keeper,  $600;  clerk,  $550;  assistant  keepers,  $450;  physician, 
$500;  sergeant  of  the  guard,  $300;  others  of  the  guard,  $216; 
gate  keeper,  $21C  ;  chaplain,  by  the  State,  $200. 

The  duties  of  the  officers  are  minutely  stated,  in  the  "Brief  Account 
of  the  Prison  by  Mr.  Powers."  The  limits  of  this  Report  will  not  '^ 
permit  us  to  copy  the  statement.  The  pamphlet  contains  much  valua- 
ble information  concerning  the  Prison.  The  following  extract  from  it 
will  show  the  character  of  many  important  regulations  adopted,  in  this 
Prison,  for  the  government  of  officers  and  prisoners. 

u  Xo  spirituous  liquors  are  ever  used  by  any  officer  in  or  about  the 
Prison,  nor  allowed  to  be  taken  to  the  guard  house,  or  used  by  the 
guard,  when  on  duty. 

"  Nor  is  the  practice  now  permitted  for  an  officer,  when  he  is  first 
appointed,  or  resigns,  to  invite  the  other  officers  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drinking,  or  treating,  as  it  is  called. 

"  All  the  turnkeys  are  required  to  attend  divine  service  at  the  Prison, 
except  one  in  the  north  wing  and  one  in  the  kitchen. 

u  A  uniform  gravity  and  dignity  of  deportment  are  always  to  be  ob- 
served by  the  officers,  in  the  presence1  of  convicts,  calculated  to  inspire 
them  with  respect  and  confidence,  and  not  to  indulge,  in  the  least  de- 
gree, in  levity,  passion,  or  petulance. 

"  And  in  their  intercourse,  at  all  times,  the  officers  are  to  treat  each 
other  with  that  mutual  respect  and  kindness  that  become  gentlemen 
and  friends,  and  to  cultivate  an  ardent  zeal  to  promote  the  best  inte- 
rests, and  advance  the  reputation  of  the  Institution,  in  the  credit  of 
which  they  must,  of  course,  be  common  sharers. 

"  They  thus  avoid  collision,  jealousies,  envies,  separate  and  party 
views  and  interests,  and  combine  their  united  talents  and  exertions  for 
the  promotion  of  the  public  good  and  the  advancement  of  their  own 
reputation. 
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u  Almost  every  movement  in  this  Institution  is  directed  by  system 
ind  order,  and  tends  to  seriousness  and  humility. 

"  The  convicts  silently  march  to  and  from  their  {est,  meals,  and  la- 
bor, at  precise  times,  moving  in  separate  corps,  in  single  file,  with  a 
•low  lock-step,  erect  posture,  keeping  exact  time,  with  their  faces  in- 
clined towards  their  keepers,  that  they  may  detect  conversation. 

"  The  same  silence,  solemnity,  and  order,  in  a  good  degree,  pervade 
erery  business  and  department 

"  The  keepers  prevent  talking,  and  the  diversion  of  looking  at  spec- 
tators, by  keeping  their  eyes  constantly  on  the  convicts  under  their 
charge,  and  are  usually  walking  back  and  forth  through  their  shops,  as 
well  for  this  purpose,  as  to  keep  the  convicts  industriously  employed. 

"  Their  stillness  and  order  at  meals  and  in  the  chapel  are  truly  im- 
pressive ;  and  during  the  night  their  lodging  department  of  solitary 
and  silent  cells  is  one  of  peculiar  solemnity  and  gloom.  Nor  can  any 
one  visit  the  Sunday  school,  opened  and  closed  by  prayer,  where  a 
hundred  young  convicts  are  taught,  for  the  first  time,  the  rudiments  of 
learning  and  religion,  without  having  his  feelings  deeply  affected." 

The  character  of  the  assistant  keepers  at  Auburn  is  given  by  Messrs. 
Tibbets  and  Hopkins  in  the  following  language  :  "  Excepting  two, 
they  are  American  born ;  generally  mechanics,  and  are  men  of  such 
education,  intelligence,  and  morals,  as  may  be  found  among  the  more 
decent  and  respectable  of  our  American  farmers  and  mechanics.  This 
if  a  character,  which  cannot  be  understood  in  other  countries,  where 
sen  of  refinement  will  connect  the  idea  of  ignorance  and  servility 
with  labor ;  and  of  all  that  is  gross  and  contemptible,  with  the  name 
Qf  a  turnkey.  But  an  American  legislature  will  understand  what  we 
Jftean,  by  the  general  cast  of  character  here  referred  to.  Individually, 
they  differ  from  each  other,  as  might  be  expected ;  but,  generally,  we 
have  found  them  fair  minded  men,  intelligent,  well  informed,  accord- 
ing to  their  station ;  testifying  with  frankness  and  candor ;  temperate 
in  their  notions  of  government ;  and  capable  of  affording  both  useful 
information  and  valuable  suggestions." 

Prisoners.  The  average  number  the  last  year  was  433.  The  num- 
ber remaining  in  Prison  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  427 ;  of  whom 
34  were  colored,  and  8  females.  The  number  received  last  year  was 
133. 

The  crimes  of  the  whole  number  were,  grand  larceny,  214  ;  coun- 
terfeit money,  50  ;  forgery,  39 ;  petit  larceny,  29 ;  burglary,  17  ;  as- 
nult  to  commit  rape,  15 ;  perjury,  13 ;  breaking  jail,  9 ;  arson  and 
nanslaugbter,  8  each  ;  murder  and  assault  to  murder,  6  each ;  bigamy, 
4;  rape  and  swindling,  3  each ;  poisoning,  2  ;  sodomy,  1. 

Their  nativity  was,  New  York,  193 ;  Connecticut,  33 ;  Massachu- 
setts, 33  ;  Pennsylvania,  17;  New  Jersey,  15  ;  Vermont,  14  ;  Rhode 
Island,  14;  New  Hampshire,  10;  Maine,  5;  Maryland,  4;  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  and  Kentucky,  2  each  ;  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  9  ; 
foreign  countries,  74. 

The  health  of  the  convicts  the  last  year  is  indicated  by  the  average 
number  in  the  hospital,  viz.  four  and  a  fraction,  and  the  number  of 
deaths,  viz.  seven,  which  is  less  than  two  per  cent 

The  same  valuable  experiment  on  temperance  has  been  made  in  this, 
••  in  other  Prisons.     Mr.  Powers,  the  keeper,  says,  "  The  convicts 
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here,  are  strictly  prohibited  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  and  tobacco,  except 
as  medicine  :  and,  contrary  to  a  very  common,  but  fallacious  notion, 
that  the  confirmed  drunkard  cannot  break  off*,  at  once,  from  the  use  of 
spirits,  without  danger  to  his  health,  it  has  been  found,  invariably, 
that  the  most  besotted  drunkards  have  never  suffered  in  their  health 
from  that  cause,  but  almost  as  uniformly,  their  health  has  been  im- 
proved. They  appear  to  be  very  uneasy,  and  somewhat  lost,  for  a 
few  days,  and  with  rather  poor  appetites ;  after  which  they  eat  heartily, 
and  improve  in  health  and  appearance." 

The  vices  in  this  Prison,  so  far  as  we  have  ever  been  able  to  learn, 
are  comparatively  few.  We  have  heard  of  no  good  or  bad  money  in 
circulation  among  the  prisoners ;  no  false  coin,  or  false  keys,  if  we 
except  one  piece  of  wood  in  the  form  of  a  key ;  no  dies  or  materials 
to  alter  bills ;  no  cards  or  spirituous  liquors ;  no  bribing  assistant  keep- 
ers, for  the  prisoners  have  nothing  to  bribe  with  ;  no  unnatural  crime. 
The  evils  in  this  Prison  are  a  few  cases  of  unjustifiable  severity  in 
punishment,  and  the  annual  expense  of  $  10,000  for  its  support 

In  regard  to  the  former,  the  Legislature  appointed  a  committee  eon* 
sis  ting  of  Messrs.  Tibhets,  Hopkins,  and  Allen,  to  proceed  to  Au- 
burn, and  examine  the  matter  thoroughly.  Their  result,  after  spending 
several  weeks,  and  examining  about  eighty  witnesses,  is  in  the  follow- 
ing language  :  "  The  sum  of  the  whole  is,  that  in  a  little  more  than 
four  years,  under  Mr.  Lynds*  agency,  six  cases  of  punishment  Lave 
appeared  to  deserve  particular  attention  ;  of  which  we  have  reported 
one  as  an  accident ;  one  as  uncertain,  from  defect  of  testimony ;  one 
as  harsh,  but  excusable  from  very  peculiar  circumstances  ;  and  two  a* 
abuses,  in  a  merely  formal  and  legal,  but  not  in  a  moral  sense,  and  not 
as  being  undeserved  or  unusually  severe ;  and  one  as  entirely  justifia- 
ble. 

"  In  about  nine  months,  during  which  Mr.  Goodbll  was  agent,  we 
find  twenty-one  cases  of  punishment  of  a  character  to  deserve  investi- 
gation; of  which  four  do  not  appear  to  have  been  severe.  About 
fourteen  were  cases  of  severe  punishment.  If  the  whole  list  stated  by 
Dr.  Tuttle  be  admitted,  the  number  will  be  raised  to  about  nineteen  » 
and,  if  the  repeated  punishments  inflicted  on  such  men  as  Mattison  and 
Holmes  be  included,  the  number  will  be  much  greater,  but  cannot 
be  stated  with  exactness.  But,  stating  the  number  of  severe  punish* 
ments  at  fourteen,  we  have  reported  eight  of  them,  and  the  aforesaid 
four  others,  making  twelve  in  all,  to  be  abuses,  either  in  a  legal  or 
moral  sense. 

"  Of  the  whole  number  we  consider  eight  cases  as  justifiable  and 
proper ;  and  four  cases  as  actually  abusive  and  unjustifiable. " 

In  regard  to  the  annual  expense,  the  inspectors  express  the  opinion 
that  the  Prison  will  not  be  able  to  support  itself.  The  average  earn- 
ings of  the  prisoners  are,  for  the  State  15£  cents  per  day.  The  whole 
average  expense  of  their  support  is,  for  each  23  cents  per  day. 

The  reformatory  character  of  this  Prison  is  seeu  in  the  following  list 
of  reformed  convicts  who  have  been  discharged.  The  initials  only  of 
the  names  are  given  ;  their  residence,  the  tinfe  of  their  discharge,  and 
their  character  since.  This  information  was  obtained  within  the  last 
year,  from  sheriffs  and  postmasters  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and 
is  exhibited  at  length  in  the  form  of  extracts  from  letters,  in  the  last, 


ort  of  the  Ibqweton  to  the  LegUatore.    All  the  faformatioa  re- 
'  f  discharged  convict*,  before  the  Report  vu  printed, 
•  ;  oiwhoi    " " 


e  whole  number  of  recommitments  is  19,  or  leu  than  one  to 

Deeming  the  inrtmefum  afforded  to  convicts  in  this  Institution,  w 
:■■:■!  (in  connexion  with  its  reformatory  character,  and  in  addition 
lat  has  already  been  said)  the  latest  testimony  of  the  inspectors 
i*  subject  In  thdr  last  Report  to  the  Legislature,  they  nay, 
PrUon  Sunday  School  is  in  a  II ouri shine;  state.  It  now  consist* 
)  scholars,  with  a  competent  teacher  from  our  Theolopcal  Semi- 
te earh  class  of  from  five  t«>  six  individuals,  under  the  general 
bteftdence  of  a  resident  chaplain,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Curtis  ;  and  *U 
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under  the  constant  inspection  and  rigid  discipline  of  two  vigilant  offi- 
cers ,of  the  Prison.  A  considerable  number  of  the  scholars  are  now 
learning  writing  and  arithmetic  In  this  department,  and  in  *all  other 
respects,  the  unwearied  exertions  and  the  able  and  faithful  services  of 
Mr.  Curtis  greatly  aid  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Institution." 
From  the  circumstance,  that,  until  the  last  fifteen  months,  there  has 
never  been  a  resident  chaplain  at  this  Prison,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
barely  to  state,  in  this  place,  that  Mr.  Curtis  came  here  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  missionary,  in  the  employ  of  the  Massachusetts  Prison  Disci* 
pline  Society,  and  receives  his  compensation  principally  from  said 
society. 

10.  State  Prison  in  New  Jersey. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located 
in  Lamberton,  about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Delaware  river,  1£  miles 
south  of  Trenton,  and  29  miles  N.  £.  of  Philadelphia. 

Construction,  It  is  not  favorable  to  economy,  security,  inspection, 
or  labor.  The  expense,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  convicts,  is 
great ;  the  escapes  are  numerous ;  the  inspection  very  little ;  the  labor 
unproductive.  These  evils  arise  in  part  from  the  construction.  It  is, 
therefore,  unnecessary  to  describe  it  more  particularly. 

Government.  The  officers  are,  five  inspectors,  a  warden,  clerk,  de- 
puty keeper,  three  assistant  keepers,  and  a  physician. 

The  inspectors  receive  $  1  50  per  day  for  the  time  devoted ;  war- 
den, $  800 ;  clerk,  $  500 ;  deputy  keeper,  $  450 ;  assistant  keepers. 
$  400,  annually.  The  total  amount  of  salaries,  besides  the  sum  paid 
to  the  inspectors,  is  $  3,025. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  in  Prison,  in  April,  1827,  was  67; 
of  whom  34  were  whites,  and  33  colored ;  65  men,  and  2  women ;  58 
at  hard  labor,  and  9  in  solitary. 

The  crimes  of  those  in  Prison,  in  October,  1826,  were,  larceny,  21 ; 
burglary,  8;  burning,  6;  misdemeanor,  11;  counterfeit  money,  6; 
assault  and  battery,  5 ;  horse  stealing,  2 ;  manslaughter,  and  attempt 
to  commit  rape,  2  ;  bigamy,  robbery,  and  forgery,  1  each. 

The  sentences  of  the  same  persons  were,  for  20  years,  five ;  for  10 
years,  five ;  for  11,  12,  and  15  years,  one  each ;  for  7  and  8  years, 
two  each ;  for  6  years,,  three ;  for  4  years,  seven  ;  for  5  years,  three ; 
for  3  and  2  years,  nine  each ;  for  other  and  shorter  periods,  fourteen. 

Their  employment,  not  including  sixteen  in  solitary  cells,  extended 
to  thirteen  different  kinds  of  business. 

The  expense  of  supporting  sixty-five  prisoners  for  the  year  ending 
October  1,  1826,  was  $  3,873  77 ;  besides  the  compensation  of  the 
inspectors. 

The  recommitments  out  of  the  same  number  were  13  for  second  of- 
fence, and  1  for  third. 

The  escapes  since  December  9,  1819,  have  been  26. 

The  proportion  of  colored  convicts  almost  one  half. 

The  eviby  as  may  be  seen  without  repetition,  are  numerous. 

11.  Old  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia. — This  Prison  is  located  on 
Walnut  street,  and  is  constructed  like  the  old  Prisons  generally ;  but, 
since  it  is  to  be  abandoned  as  soon  as  the  new  Prison  and  the  Refuge 
for  Juvenile  Delinquents  are  completed,  it  is  not  necessary  to  describe 
more  particularly  the  location  and  construction. 
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Hie  externa!  wall,  30  feet  high,  encloses  a  yard  650  (act  square  ;  E,  e 
beneath  in  sreh  secured  by  two  gates,  under  the  centre  of  (he  Iron!  b 
which  forms  ■  part  of  the  wulh  will ;  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  K,  G,  H,  I,  J,  apt 
In  thia  building,  used  by  the  government  of  the  Prison  for  public  offlcest 
the  keeper  mud  hi*  family  tor  »  dwelling  house ;  the  Hospital  and  (path 
•hop  siso,  (re  in  this  building;  Z,  V,  yards  for  the  accommodation  of  the  b 
daily  and  the  Hospital ;  X,  X,  passage  from  the  arch  to  the  interior  y>rd> 
8,  8,  5,  9,  apacea  between  the  btocka  of  calls,  anil  between  the  blocks  of  o 
the  external  wall.  Tho  observatory  is  in  the  centre  ;  1, 1,  7,  are  the  passe 
tween  the  cell*,  extending  from  the  observatory  toward*  the  external  w* 
ire  the  Mils  11  feet  long  and  8  feet  wide  ;  j,  j,  ire  the  exercising  yards. 
■  a  tower  at  each  corner  of  the  yard,  and  ore r  the  centre  of  the  front  builiilj 
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The  goccnunent  la  vested  in  a  large  board  ef  inspectors,  and  a  small 

of  keepers,  who  so  manage,  that  it  lias  been  often  said,  bv 

itii.mtt-lv  acquainted  with  llie  establishment,  that  " the  priwntrs 

"*riion."      It  has  been,  ti>  a  great  cxlenl,  a  system  of  eompio- 

:;:<■:■.    the  greatest  vilhint;  hekhi;;  l!i_-  jirisijuei-ri   have   hern 

elevated  to  places  of  distinction,  tin  condition  llial  tlu-y 

>ve  well  in  Prison. 

iber  of  prisoners  lias  varied  for  several  years  from  five  to  six 

Of  these  nearly  four  hundred  have  bi-m  coulineil  at  isight 

moms.     They  Lave  been  collected  in  great  numbers  from 

of  the  world,  and  particularly  from  oilier  Prisons.     The  assist- 

£  stated  that,  of  those  in  Prison  in  December,  1824,  tv.o  lian- 

fcsd  been  in  other  Prison::.     The  recommitment.';  have  been  about 

The  deaths,  for  several  years,  ti  jut  cent.     The  expense  of 

;fa)g  the  establishment  about  ^:J0,(!!)0  annually.      The  vices, 

WwUeralile    abominations.      The   influence   upon    society   never    yet 

known  ;    but  inferred  from  the  frequent  huntings  and  highway  robhe- 

rio  iu  Philadelphia   and   the  vicinity,   and   the  numerous   convicts  in 

Her  Prisons,  throughout  the  United  States,  from  the  old  county  Pri- 

mu  on  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia. 

12.  Nevf  Slate  Pruun  in  Philadelphia. — Locution.  This  Prison  is 
located  on  elevated  ground,  about  2£  miles  N.  W.  of  the  city,  and 
■bout  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Schuylkill  river. 

Gnu/ruction.  The  yard  wall,  which  is  built  of  stone,  30  feet  high, 
tneJosc*  nearly  twelve  acres.  The  building  for  the  keeper's  house, 
tost  the  offices  of  the  Prison  government,  makes  a  part  of  the  smith 
nil,  on  each  side  of  the  centre.  The  magnificence  of  this  part  of  the 
Prison  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  the  yard  wall  cost  about 
flaO©,nr>0.  On  the  centre  of  the  yard  is  erected  the  observatory,  and 
en  lines,  diverging  from  the  observatory  towards  the  wall,  the 
of  cells.  The  cells  ore  arranged  in  two  rows,  in  seven  one 
buDdings,  on  opposite  sides  of  seven  passages,  extending  from 
observatory  towards  the  wall  to  the  ends  of  the  blocks  of  cells. 
ne-ctcd  with  each  cell,  on  the  outside,  is  an  exercising  yard.  The 
entrance  to  the  cell  is  through  the  exercising  yard.  The  place  of  ob- 
servation for  the  keener  over  the  prisoner,  is  through  a  small  orifice 
opening  from  the  cell  into  the  passage,  which  may  be  closed  at  plea- 
sure bv  the  keeper,  and  which  is  intended  to  be  kept  generally  shut 
The  only  mode  of  seeing  the  prisoner  while  confined  in  his  cell,  if  the 
icon  are  shut,  is  through  this  orifice.  When  he  is  let  out  of  his  tell 
into  the  exercising  yard,  he  mav  be  seen  either  by  opening  the  door 
of  the  exercising  yard,  or  by  walking  on  the  top  of  the  wall  over  the 
nercising  yard.  The  wall  of  the  exercising  yard  is  so  high,  that  he 
•ar.not  he  seen  from  the  principal  observatory,  in  the  centre  of  the 
i'i!*  yard,  unless  the  observatory  is  raised  to  a  height  far  above  that 
'iinvm plated  in  the  original  plan.  The  entrance  to  the  cell,  from  the 
-v-rct*ing  yard,  is  secured  by  double  doors,  one  on  each  surface  of 
ft*  wall ;  the  inner  door  of  grated  iron,  and  the  outer  door  of  plank. 
TV  orifice  between  the  cell  and  the  passage,  which  is  large  enough 
t>i  admit  the  face  of  a  man,  is  secured  by  double  doors  of  plank.  For 
Tf.r.tilation,  there  arc  several  holes,  about  three  inches  in  diameter, 
war  the  door  of  the  cell,  passing  through  the  wall  into  the  exercising 
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yard ;  and  several  small  angular  flues  passing  oft'  through  the  wal 
between  the  cell  and  the  passage,  about  10  feet  above  the  floor.  Th 
mode  of  heating,  now  proposed,  is  by  admitting  warm  air  into  etc 
cell,  through  a  small  oririce  opening  into  an  air  chamber,  which  is  t 
extend  the  whole  length  of  each  passage  beneath  the  floor.  Whethc 
the  ventilators  into  the  exercising  yards,  and  the  orifices  into  the  li 
chamber,  will  not  open  a  communication  between  the  prisoners  is  di 
ferent  cells,  can  only  be  told  by  experiment  If  it  should  be  so,  thcr 
would  be  no  way  to  prevent  communication,  except  by  altering  th 
construction,  unless  a  keeper  could  be  placed  in  each  air  chamber  an 
in  each  exercising  yard*  It  would  require  more  keepers  than  prise* 
ers,  to  prevent  communication  in  this  way.  Whether  it  is  practicaM 
so  to  construct  two  cells,  or  apartments  adjoining  each  other,  that  thei 
cannot  possibly  be  any  communication  between  two  persons  confine 
in  them,  while  they  are  furnished  with  sufficiently  free  ventilation, i 
a  point  never  yet  so  tested  by  experience,  within  our  knowledp 
either  in  Prisons  or  Lunatic  Asylums,  as  to  prove  the  possibility  c 
such  a  thing.  It  is  not  done  at  the  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Charlestowl 
and  it  was  not  done  at  the  new  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  in  April,  182*9 
for  the  cells  were  not  completed.  If  it  could  be  done,  the  questk 
deserves  consideration,  whether  it  ought  to  be  done ;  for  the  case  m 
unfrequently  occurs,  in  a  large  Prison,  in  which  a  prisoner  is  take 
violently  sick.  Now,  if  they  are  confined  in  cells,  from  which  it 
impossible  for  any  one  of  them  to  be  heard,  even  by  the  person  is  ti 
adjoining  room,  how  shall  the  keeper  know  that  the  prisoner  demani 
attention  ?  It  is  true,  that  there  might  be  pipes  extending  from  etc 
cell  to  the  keeper's  apartment :  so  that  the  keeper  would  know  if  tl 
prisoner  was  in  distress ;  but  no  such  thing  is  proposed.  The  seal 
nel  in  the  passage  would  hear  the  noise  of  the  prisoner,  if  the  doo 
were  kept  open  ;  but  it  is  proposed  to  keep  them  shut,  to  prevent  tl 
prisoners  from  seeing  each  other,  and  hearing  each  other,  across  d 
passage ;  so  that  the  sentinel  would  only  know  the  condition  of  ti 
prisoner,  when  he  opened  the  door  to  look  in  upon  him.  The  sen! 
nel  being  placed  in  the  air  chamber,  or  in  the  exercising  yard,  mig 
probably  hear  the  prisoner ;  but  it  is  not  proposed  to  keep  a  senth 
in  either  of  these  places.  As  the  Prison  is  constructed,  it  will  1 
difficult  to  know  when  the  prisoner  is  in  distress. 

And  while  the  sentinel  could  not  hear  the  prisoner,  the  prison* 
would  have  a  better  opportunity  to  hear  each  other.  The  sentinel 
the  passage  could  not  hear  the  conversation  of  the  prisoners  throui 
the  air  chamber,  because  the  sound  would  pass  under  the  floor  of  t 
passage.  And  when  the  prisoners  are  let  out  of  the  cells  into  the  e 
ercising  yards,  the  sentinel  in  the  passage  could  not  prevent  their  oo 
versing  with  each  other  over  the  walls.  Nor  is  it  perceived  how  co 
versation  over  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards  can  be  prevented,  il 
considerable  number  are  let  out  of  the  cells  into  the  yards  at  one 
If  they  should  all  be  let  out  at  the  same  time,  it  would  require 
keeper,  probably,  to  every  five  yards,  to  prevent  conversation.  A 
even  with  this  number  of  keepers,  which  would  be  fifty,  they  wot 
labor  under  many  disadvantages  in  preventing  evil  communicatk 
The  tops  of  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards  are  not  prepared  for  t 
keepers  to  walk  on  them,  and  the  passages  between  the  cells  are 
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separated  from  the  exercising  yards,  that  the  keepers,  being  in  the 
sassages,  could  not  easily  prevent  evil  communication,  while  the  pri- 
mers were  in  the  exercising  yards.  The  keepers,  therefore,  would 
probably  take  their  station  either  in  the  exercising  yards,  or  on  the 
nrtside  of  the  wall,  while  the  prisoners  were  in  the  exercising  yards. 
If  they  should  do  this,  their  means  of  preventing  conversation  would 
lot  be  good.  If  to  avoid  this  trouble,  only  a  few  prisoners  should  be 
let  out,  at  the  same  time,  into  the  exercising  yards,  and  these  should 
se  in  yards  separated  from  each  other,  it  would  require  a  great  deal  of 
line,  from  a  number  of  keepers,  to  let  them  all  out  of  their  cells  daily. 
If  it  is  not  done  as  often  as  this,  the  question  would  arise,  whether  it 
■  expedient  to  build  two  hundred  and  fifty  exercising  yards,  for  two 
ksadred  and  fifty  prisoners. 

It  has  been  urged  in  favor  of  this  plan  of  building,  that  it  gives  great 
bcQities  for  inspection ;  so  great  that  the  keeper  in  the  observatory  in 
ie  centre  of  the  large  yard,  as  well  as  the  keepers  in  the  lofty  towers 
« the  external  wall,  may  overlook  the  whole  establishment  It  is 
tree  that  they  can  see,  from  these  points  of  observation,  the  roofs  of 
Ifc  cells,  and  the  tops  of  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards,  but  it  is 
ibo  true,  that  they  cannot  see  the  prisoners,  when  they  are  in  their 
ceib;  nor  while  they  are  in  their  exercising  yards,  unless  the  prison- 
<s  choose  to  show  themselves.  From  the  tower  in  the  centre  of  the 
with  wall,  which  is  one  of  the  most  lofty,  the  eye  can  see  no  farther 
■to  the  exercising  yard  of  the  nearest  cell,  than  the  top  of  the  door 
between  the  exercising  yard  and  the  cell.  The  plan  of  building, 
therefore,  does  not  afford  great  facilities  for  inspection ;  but,  on  the 
Mutiny,  makes  inspection  very  difficult  and  expensive,  both  in  regard 
It  time  and  labor. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  construction  not  yet  mentioned.  Each 
til  is  a  water  closet  From  what  may  be  seen  of  similar  places  in 
Mpitals,  prisons,  and  steam  boats,  we  are  apprehensive  that  this  part 
f  tiie  design  will  fail.  It  will  be  very  expensive  in  the  construction, 
id  probably  will  not  answer  a  good  purpose.  It  is  proposed  to  ac- 
unplish  the  object  by  cast  iron  pipes,  extending  under  the  whole 
tarnish  men  t,  and  communicating  with  every  cell.  These  pipes  are 
be  frequently  filled  with  pure  water,  which  may  be  drawn  off,  in 
e  expectation  that  the  filth  will  be  removed  in  the  current.  Apart- 
ents  have  often  been  visited,  in  which  similar  designs  have  teen 
opted  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  same  object ;  but  the  object 
is  not  gained.  The  air  could  with  the  greatest  difficulty  be  inhaled 
a  person  who  came  from  the  fresh  air.  It  would  be  well  to  know, 
lether  this  peculiarity  in  the  plan  will  answer  the  purpose  in  a  few 
Us,  before  the  expense  is  incurred  of  extending  it  to  the  whole  esta- 
shment 

The  original  design  was  so  to  construct  every  part  of  the  building, 
it  it  should  never  be  necessary  to  remove  the  prisoner  from  his  cell 
i  exercising  yard,  except  in  cases  of  sickness.  There  is,  therefore, 
chapel  for  divine  worship  on  the  Sabbath ;  no  place  for  morning 
evening  prayers ;  no  place  for  communicating  instruction  of  any 
id ;  and  no  place  for  labor,  except  the  cell  or  the  exercising  yard. 
Js  would  make  instruction  difficult,  and  labor,  if  it  should  be  intro- 
Ged,  unproductive. 
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In  regard  to  instruction,  twenty  persons  could  not  communicate  as 
much,  in  N the  same  time,  to  a  given  number  of  prisoners,  as  one  might 
communicate  to  the  same  number,  in  the  same  time,  in  buildings  con- 
structed with  reference  to  this  object  If,  then,  it  is  admitted,  as  it 
has  been  by  one  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  importance  of  instruc- 
tion is  never  to  be  disregarded,  the  difficulty  still  remains,  that  there  is 
no  convenient  place  for  giving  instruction.  If  the  teacher,  whether  a 
director  of  the  institution,  a  benevolent  friend,  or  a  stated  chaplain, 
can  only  approach  the  prisoner  in  his  cell  through  the  exercising  yard, 
or  the  small  orifice  between  the  passage  and  the  cell,  it  will  be  so  la- 
borious as  to  render  it  probable  that  very  little  instruction  will  be 
given. 

In  regard  to  labor,  it  is  not  yet  decided  whether  it  shall  be  intro- 
duced or  not  If  it  is  introduced,  what  kind  it  shall  be ;  who  shall 
teach  how  the  work  is  to  be  done,  and  see  that  it  is  done  well ;  or  how 
the  persons,  on  whom  these  duties  devolve,  are  conveniently  to  get  ac- 
cess to  the  prisoners,  are  questions  which  have  had  so  little  considera- 
tion, in  the  construction,  as  to  make  it  probable,  that  the  original  de- 
sign was  not  to  introduce  labor.  And  if  it  was  now  decided,  that  labor 
should  be  introduced,  the  construction  of  some  part  of  the  buildings  in 
the  interior  of  the  yard  would  probably  be  varied  from  the  original 
design. 

The  estimated  expense  of  the  whole  establishment,  when  completed, 
on  the  original  design,  is  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  when  it 
is  completed,  it  will  accommodate  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners. 
The  expense  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  for  the  accommodation 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  prisoners,  was  estimated  at  thirty  thousand 
dollarSy  and  three  fourths  of  the  work  has  already  been  done  within 
the  estimate. 

The  objections,  then,  to  this  plan  of  building  are,  the  difficulty  of 
preventing  the  prisoners  from  communicating  with  each  other,  either 
through  the  air  chamber,  or  over  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards ; 
the  impossibility  of  inspecting  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  in  the  cells 
or  in  the  exercising  yards,  either  from  the  observatory  in  the  centre  of 
the  large  yard,  or  from  the  towers  on  the  external  wall ;  the  difficulty 
of  the  keepers  knowing  it,  in  cases  of  sudden  sickness  and  distress 
among  the  prisoners ;  the  filthiness  of  making  every  cell  a  water  clo- 
set ;  the  difficulty  of  introducing  labor,  and  of  communicating  instruc- 
tion, and  the  expense. 

All  these  objections  are  against  the  plan  of  building,  even  if  it  be 
admitted  that  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  is 
good.  If  it  should  be  found  from  experience  in  Philadelphia,  as  it  has 
been  found  by  experience  in  Maine,  and  at  Auburn,  that  the  principle 
is  not  good ;  then  the  plan  of  building  would  be  still  more  objection- 
able. 

If  we  understand  the  reason  of  the  present  state  of  this  establish- 
ment, it  is  this  :  the  Legislature  appointed  a  committee,  about  eighteen 
months  since,  to  examine  other  Prisons,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing, among  other  things,  whether  the  plan  adopted  in  Philadelphia  is 
good.  This  committee,  consisting  of  Judge  King  and  T.  I.  Wharton, 
Esq.,  visited  some  of  the  Prisons  in  New  England  and  New  York, 
and  reported  against  the  new  Prison,  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  Legislsr 
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from  m.-ilciuiv  an  appropriation  in  favor  of  it,  at  the  Inst  session. 

•wogrets  of  tba  buudiiigs,  therefore,  in  Hie  interior  of  the  yard,  i* 

i  fur  as  tu  complete  ilie  number  of  cells,  {ubout  one 

,)  tin-  (uurtdntion  and  nulls  of  which  had  been  already  built. 

■■■it   number  to  use,  in  llie  first  experiment,  to  try  the 

principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night. 

uuld  be  found,  thai  the  construction  and  principle  are  not  good, 

Id  remain  with  the  Legislature  to  decide  on  what  plan  the  other 

■Uktupi  should  he  erected. 

ew  of  the  whole  mutter,  the  following  remarks  may  not  be  un- 
latpjirUut : 

c  yard  wall  is  the  most  loft)',  extensive,  and  secure,  in  this  coun- 

"     ,  willi    tbe  exception,  peihaps,  of  that  at  Pittsburg ;   and,  therefore, 

>•!   the  design  of  buildiug  in  the  interior,  this  remains  good, 

e  principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  is  admitted  to 

only  rmnvi  principle,  the  Philadelphia  plan  of  building  is  not 

to  a  successful  application  of  the  principle  as  the  Auburn, 

tt>,  Connecticut,   Simr  Sin;,',   and  Washington;   because  it 

difficult  of  inspect  ion  ;  more  difficult  to  prevent  evil  common i- 

roore  difficult  to  know  when  the  prisoners  are  in  distress ; 

'favorable  to  clean  liners ;  mote  difficult  to  communicate  in- 

,  nntl  vastly  more  expensive. 

**•-  principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and   night  should  be 

by   experience  in  Philadelphia,  in   il   has  been  found  in  Maine, 

ibiirn,  not  good  ;    then  the  Philadelphia  plan  of  building 

anatver  the  purpose,  and  the  other  would  be  altogether  con- 

thr  in  trod  ue  ti  on  of  productive  labor, 

lime  and  expense  are  necessary  in  constructing  the  build- 

origimil   plan,   and   comparatively  so  little  on  the  Auburn 

na  it  is  so  uncertain  whether  the  first  will  answer  the  purpose, 

In  principle  or  construction,  that  it  is  not  to  be  lamented  that 

egislalure  made  no  appropriation,  at  the  last  session,  for  the 

completion  of  the  building  on  the.  original  plan. 

It  is  now  a  favorable  time,  and  there  is  a  convenient  location  within 
A'  niif,  to  erect  a  building  speedily,  at  a  moderate  expense,  near  the 
aorta  wall,  and  parallel  with  it,  containing  as  many  cells  as  may  be 
accessary.  °n  B  P^n  which  will  answer  the  best  purpose,  on  either  the 
principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  or  solitary  confinement 
U  ni^tit  with  productive  labor. 

If  the  Legislature  should  make  provision  for  this  variation  from  the 
original  design,  the  unutterable  abominations,  which  are  known  to 
wist  on  Walnut  street,  and  the  great  annual  expense,  might  be  sooner 
prevented. 

This  is  a  question  deeply  interesting  to  the  whole  community,  and 
mi  personal  gratification,  or  previous  bias,  or  personal  friendship,  ought 
In  prevent  any  roan  from  giving  all  the  facts,  in  relation  to  the  case,  a 
candid  consideration,  and  the  results  a  decided,  and  temperate,  and 
open  declaration. 

13.  Stalt  Prison  at  Pittsburg,  Penn.— This  Prison  is  built  on  the  ge- 
neral plan  of  the  Prison  in '  Philadelphia,  except  that  the  cells  anu 
MttcMuig  yards  are  on  the  circumference  of  the  circle.     We  present 
°o1t  the  ground  view  of  the  establishment,  with  the  explanation. 
II- 
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The  present  state  and  expense  of  the  buildings ;  the  mode  of  goven 
ment  and  discipline  ;  the  number  of  prisoners,  their  crimes,  sentence 
&c,  we  are  unable  to  state.  We  only  know  that  a  few  prisoners  ha\ 
been  received. 

14.  Baltimore  Penitentiary. — Location.  This  Prison  is  situated  c 
an  eminence,  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  N.  £.  of  the  centre  of  tl 
city.     The  situation  is  pleasant  and  healthy. 

Construction.  The  yard  wall,  which  is  twenty  feet  high,  enclose 
about  four  acres.  The  front  building,  and  the  west  wing,  are  con 
pleted.  These  are  built  of  brick,  four  stories  high,  including  tr 
basement,  which  is  of  stone.  The  centre  building  fronts  the  sout 
and  contains  apartments  for  the  keeper's  family  and  guard.  The  we 
wing,  which  is  the  Prison,  makes  a  right  angle  with  the  centre  buil 
ing,  and  extends  north  156  feet.  It  is  36  feet  wide,  and  is  built  < 
the  old  plan,  with  a  spacious  hall  and  large  night  rooms.  The  fema 
department  is  confined  to  six  apartments  and  a  part  of  the  hall  in  tl 
south  end  of  the  second  story.  The  solitary  cells,  which  are  nine 
number,  are  in  the  north  end  of  the  third  story.  Further  descripti< 
of  the  Duilding  is  unnecessary,  as  the  governor  has  recommended  tl 
erection  of  a  building  for  solitary  confinement  at  night,  to  obviate  tl 
evils  arising  from  the  construction  of  the  west  wing. 

From  the  north  end  of  the  west  wing  to  the  external  wall  of  tl 
large  yard  is  erected  a  wall  20  feet  high,  and  the  space  south  of  tib 
wall  is  used  as  a  yard  for  female  convicts.  In  this  yard  is  a  one  sto 
building,  in  which  the  females  labor. 

In  the  yard  for  male  prisoners  is  a  range  of  workshops,  extendii 
from  east  to  west,  at  the  distance  of  twenty-five  feet  from  the  nor 
wall,  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long  and  twenty-five  wide,  some  tv 
stories  high,  and  others  but  one.  South  of  this  range,  and  at  rig 
angles  with  it,  are  two  other  shops,  each  two  stories  high.  The  cc 
of  the  whole  establishment  has  been  $  89,500. 

Government.  The  officers  are,  twelve  directors,  residing  in  Bal 
more,  appointed  annually  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State,  wl 
receive  no  compensation  ;  a  keeper,  sixteen  deputy  keepers  and  guar 
and  a  book  keeper,  who  receive  collectively  $  8,900  annually,  and 
physician,  who  receives  about  $  550. 

The  directors  meet  as  a  body,  at  the  Prison,  once  a  month,  and 
that  time  appoint  two  of  their  number  to  meet  at  the  Prison  eve 
week. 

The  deputy  keepers  are  all  practical  mechanics ;  of  whom  etg 
superintend  the  business  of  the  shops,  and  eight  in  companies  of  fo 
are  upon  the  walls  alternately  as  guard.  At  night,  four  out  of  the  si 
teen  deputy  keepers  are  on  watch  in  the  halls,  four  are  in  the  gua 
room,  and  eight  with  their  families.  They  do  the  duties  of  nig 
watch  in  companies  of  four,  alternately. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  in  Prison,  in  January,  1825,  w 
807,  of  whom  62  were  females,  and  of  the  remaining  245,  ninety-thr 
were  colored.  The  whole  number  received  from  the  commenceme 
in  November,  1811,  till  November,  1818,  was  1006. 

Their  sentences  varied  from  three  months  to  twenty-one  years, 

Their  employment,  of  late,  has  been  principally  weaving.  This  h 
Wn  done  on  the  capital  of  the  State,  and  not  for  contract©!*,  end  h 
been  ivun<l  profitable. 
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Task*  are 'assigned  to.  the  prisoners,  which  they  arc  compelled  to 
p*n«r%i£thevbnve  health  and  strength^  but  nothing  b  allowed  in 
tWn»,rfnYfi>-tftat..    ■ 

At  the  expiration  of  their  sentence  they  are  presented  with  money 

or  clothing  as  a  gift,  according  to  their  merits. 

The  expense  of  food  and  clothing  for  each  male  prisoner  is  stated 
tij  the  clerk  to  be  $  63  annually  ;   for  each  female,  $  55  annually. 

They  are  supplied  with  religions  instruction  on  the  Sabbath,  morn- 
ing and  evening,  in  the  male  and  female  department,  by  the  clergy  of 
the  Methodist  denomination,  without  compensation  from  the  govern- 
ment    There  have,  also,  been  Sahbath  schools  organized. 

The  m-oromitmenU  from  1811  to  1823  were  only  59. 

The  general  character  of  the  female   department  was  given  last 


,  .'  iri  tnenalc  department  arise  principally  ftoro  tjac  crowd- 
•*«*Rw*f  the  night  rooms,  which  will  fee  obriated  when,  the  new 
bjssbnc  Kentied. .'. 

TUf-Xm  PmUmtiary  •**  Waiklngtam,  D-  C—LoeqUtm.  It  is  situated 
*Md*pasnt.of  Und.yroaocling  into  the  Potomac,  almost  soatlt  of  the 
ssjIhsVaad  in  ttedjre*lw»  of  Alexandria. 

tssanst  ties.  The  princ^sl  bnilding  isof  brick,  oa^he  Auhnrn 
jn»>l»(«t  long,  50  feet  wide  sad  8(8.  fcet.MK^ContWPhig  160 
■nwin ww.«toriev  .There  are,  besidoa,  two  Vldinn,  one  on  each 
■ask  ef  the  sfrisoa,  having  a  communication  with  it,  by  a  small  door, 
ant  level  with  me  first  gallery.  These  buildings  are  «5  feet  by  40, 
HMsjsw  eeslats,  two  npright  stories,  and  lodging  rooms  in  the  roof. 
QsantjMsa  bnildAngs  win  be  devoted  to  the  keeper,  his  deputies 
Ml  **•%,  and  the  other  to  the  kitchen,  hospital,  &c  A  wall  75 
fttftaadwice  of  theftont,  wd  30  feet  high,  will  enclose  an  area  300 


la  regard  to  the  plan  of  building  adopted ,  in  this  Prison,  the  fol- 
k«^r«BtaN«s  Atap  a  letter  written  by  Charles  Bpifinch,  Esq.,  the 
Mtttnetof  the  public  Wildings  in  Washir«ton1,whp  holds  the  most 
iaaisslliit  Stalios>  ;in  this  country  as  an  architect,  and  whose  general 
thanwsoiriaieateDsiFely  known,  will  .be  esteemed  .valuahlf  by  those 
■earners  of  the  State  Legislatures,  who  ban  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
■anssjsjsifh*«OBstniction  of  different  Prisons.     He  says,  ''  immediate- 

te^WldB■^  of  the  session,*  (i.  e.  the,  session  of  1836,). "  I  was 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  visit  the  penitenoV 
IJsitsiiisJsiiliin  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  far  the  purpose  of 
hsfssthsgihrm,aird  of.  obtaining  all  such  information  as  may  be  ob- 
nssas^Sssd  which  mny  be  awfully  applied  in  th<r  erection  of'  the  Peni- 
hMJMjiiasJfciiiii  i  dby  flfc  act  of  Congress  of  May  20. 
""■"■I  inihinlj  V    I    '  the  several  institutions  of  this  kind,  i 


*ftyof  New  York,  and  the  now  building  now  erecting  under  Mr. 
ansn>**«r««tsan  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and,  returning,  the.  new  peni- 
sssfcty*s«Tldh»g  of  Philadelphia.  TV  inspection  that  I. :had  made 
*"»s  sssTanh  tn  rmtrinnn  saeof  the  superiority  of  the  Auburn  plan  to 
any  that  bad  been  .sasu|iiail  in  England  or  America,  and  1  made  a  Ra- 
,  F»n  ai  Iss  TTsnaidi  i1  In  ihiT  r  fi  it  "  ■■ 
■-  <»*#sasswA  >t  A/bill-  was.  submitted  »  Congress,  Airing  uV'.ast  ses- 
■hkhihl.wg  ilssnuTaiw^j  iIiAinm  rf  llm  0 iilmn  na  the  Dotew\ 
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of  Columbia,  for  the  organization  of  the  Prison  government ;  but  it  it 
not  known  to  us  whether  it  became  a  law.  As  3ie  session  was  shorty 
and  the  buildings  were  not  yet  completed,  and  there  would  probably 
be  no  necessity  for  the  law  till  after  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it  is 
believed,  that  it  was  left  among  the  unfinished  business. 

Employment.  As  materials  for  building  are  expensive  in  Washing- 
ton, and  the  city  is  rapidly  rising  in  importance,  and  the  Prison  is  lo- 
cated on  navigable  water,  and  granite  rock  of  most  beautiful  quality  is 
found  in  so  many  places  on  our  coast  and  rivers,  and  this  is  already 
an  article  of  commerce  and  manufacture,  it  is  worthy  of  consideration, 
whether  the  business  of  hammering  granite  cannot  be  introduced  in 
the  new  Penitentiary  in  Washington.  The  first  objection  which 
would  arise  to  such  a  measure  would  be  the  expense  of  transporta- 
tion. But,  in  answer,  the  facts  may  be  repeated,  which  have  already 
been  stated  in  this  Report,  that  the  granite  rock,  by  the  hammering 
of  which  about  70  convicts,  have  earned  more  than  $  5,000  in  one 
year,  in  New  Hampshire,  after  defraying  the  whole  expense  of  their 
keeping,  is  transported  about  four  miles  by  land,  and  about  sixty  miles 
by  the  Merrimack  river  and  canal  to  Boston.  And  the  granite  rock, 
for  the  employment  of  the  convicts  at  Charlestown,  has  been  some  of 
it  imported  in  sloops  from  the  Kennebeck  river  in  Maine.  The  sub- 
ject is  proposed  as  one  of  inquiry. 

16.  Virginia  Penitentiary. — Location.,  This  Prison  is  situated  in 
Richmond,  on  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  about  a  mile  south  west  of  the  State 
House,  and  about  two  miles  west  of  the  tide,  or  navigable  water  of 
James  river.  The  situation  was  probably  chosen  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  good  air  in  a  warm  climate. 

Construction.  The  construction  is  unlike  any  other  within  our 
knowledge  in  this  country.  The  cells  are  arranged  in  a  brick  build* 
ing,  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  two  stories  high  above  the  basement* 
The  cells  open  towrards  the  centre,  and  the  space  enclosed  by  the 
crescent  is  an  open  yard.  In  front  of  the  cells,  towards  the  centre,  on 
each  story,  is  a  narrow  gallery.  The  solitary  cells  are  arranged  in  the 
basement  story,  and  the  side  of  the  passage  leading  to  them,  towards 
the  interior  yard,  consists  of  a  solid  brick  wall.  In  entering  the  soli- 
tary cells  through  this  passage  from  the  yard,  it  is  necessary  to  use  a 
candle  or  torch.  In  the  cells  arranged  on  the  side  of  this  dark  pas- 
sage, the  convicts,  who  are  generally  condemned,  for  the  first  six 
mouths,  to  solitary  confinement,  receive  this  part  of  their  punishment 
It  is  very  severe,  for  the  cells  are  dark,  and  damp,  and  cheerless.  A 
small  sash,  placed  above  the  prisoner's  head,  admits  a  faint  light ;  the 
water  stands  in  drops  on  the  walls  in  damp  weather,  and  no  provision 
is  made  for  warming  the  cells  at  any  season  of  the  year.  The  in- 
stance has  occurred  in  which  a  prisoner's  feet  were  frozeu  while  en- 
during his  term  of  solitary  confinement  in  one  of  these  cells.  There 
are  some  of  the  cells  in  this  Prison,  designed  for  solitary  confinement, 
which  have  no  window  or  orifice  for  the  admission  of  light,  and  the 
only  ventilation  is  a  small  orifice  in  the  door  opening  into  the  dark 
passage.  The  superintendent,  Samuel  O.  Parsons,  says,  in  a  letter, 
concerning  the  effect  of  solitary  confinement  in  the  first  class  of  cells, 
which  are  far  less  dismal  than  the  last,  "  I  consider  it,  under  the 
present  laws,  imminently  dangerous  to  the  health,  and  of  course  to  the 
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life,  of  some  of  the  convicts.  There  are  some  whose  constitutions  are 
not  injured,  but  thev  are  comparatively  few  in  number."  This  is 
nfficient  evidence  of  the  mischievous  consequences  of  the  construc- 
tion of  this  part  of  the  Prison.  The  cells  in  the  stories  above,  which 
ire  used  only  as  night  rooms,  are  sufficiently  lighted  and  ventilated ; 
bat  we  provided  with  no  means  of  warming.  The  cells  are  not  sur- 
rounded with  an  external  wall,  as  at  Auburn,  which  would  make 
(hem  comparatively  comfortable  in  winter,  even  without  a  fire ;  but 
(key  are  exposed  on  two  sides  to  the  external  air,  and  are,  therefore, 
very  cold.  This  is  probably,  in  part,  an  explanation  oY  the  follow- 
ing facts,  stated  in  a  letter  from  the  superintendent.  "  The  diseases 
nost  prevalent  are  dropsy  and  consumption  of  the  lungs,  terminating 
in  death  generally  during  the  winter.  The  spring,  summer,  and 
titumn  are  generally  healthy."  The  fact,  therefore,  that  there  are 
10  means  provided  for  warming  the  cells,  is  an  objection  to  the 
construction.  If  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  warm  them,  on  the 
present  construction,  it  would  be  attended  with  great  expense.  The 
climate  and  diseases,  however,  are  such,  that  they  ought  to  be  warm- 
ed. It  is  not  right  to  put  convicts,  in  the  incipient  stages  of  consump- 
tion and  dropsy,  into  these  cells,  to  spend  the  long  nights  in  winter 
without  a  fire,  or  any  means  of  procuring  warmth  except  from  their 
diseased  breathing.  The  bill  of  mortality,  as  well  as  the  above  state- 
neat  of  the  superintendent,  shows  that  the  consequences  are  often 
btiL  The  number  of  night  rooms  in  this  Prison,  which  are  never 
warmed  in  winter,  is  about  150,  and  the  number  of  prisoners  confined 
in  them,  on  an  average,  about  200,  and  the  mortality  for  the  years 
ending  September  30,  1819,  and  September  30,  1821,  more  than 
seven  per  cent.,  or  1  to  14  and  a  fraction.  We  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose this  mortality  unusual  for  this  Prison.  If  not,  and  any  part  of 
the  cause  should  be  the  defect  in  construction,  which  leaves  all 
the  prisoners,  during  the  long  evenings  and  nights  in  winter,  in  cold 
md  damp  cells,  without  a  fire,  or  the  means  of  obtaining  artificial  heat, 
it  may  be  hoped,  that  warm  air  will  hereafter  be  conducted  to  the 
cells  in  flues,  or  in  stove  pipes,  or  that  some  mode  will  be  devised  of 
winning  the  cells,  and  thus  diminishing  the  mortality.  A  mortality 
of  seven  per  cent  is  nearly  double  that  of  the  mortality  of  the  Prisons 
in  France,  in  their  most  unhealthy  condition  ;  and  about  quadruple 
that  of  the  Penitentiaries,  generally,  in  this  country.  Besides  that 
defect  in  construction,  which  is  the  most  probable  cause  of  the  un- 
common mortality  in  this  Prison,  there  are  other  defects  worthy  of 
particular  consideration. 

It  affords  no  facilities  for  inspection.  After  the  prisoners  are  locked 
up,  there  is  no  way  provided  for  looking  in  upon  them  without  open- 
ing the  door  of  every  cell,  or  getting  up  over  the  door.  There  is,  be- 
fidei,  no  convenient  place  for  the  sentinel  to  pass  the  night  near  the 
«ell«,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  evil  communication  between  the 
prisoners.  The  sentinel  who  attempts  any  thing  of  this  kind  must  be 
ia  the  open  air.  It  is  very  necessary  that  it  should  be  done,  because 
the  prisoners  can  converse  from  one  cell  to  another. 

Solitary  confinement  at  night  was  contemplated  in  the  original  de- 
Mgn  of  this  Prison  ;  but  it  has  been  necessary,  in  many  of  the  cells,  to 
place  two,  and,  in  others,  three  or  four.     The  construction,  therefore, 
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is  defective  in  making  the  cells  large  enough  to  allow  this  great  evi 
and  so  few  in  number  as  to  make  it  necessary. 

The  expense  in  the  construction  is  much  greater  than  if  less  spai 
had  been  occupied,  and  more  cells  constructed,  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

As  it  is  necessary,  however,  to  enlarge  the  establishment,  in  ord< 
to  secure  the  great  advantages  of  solitary  confinement  at  night,  it  hi 
been  proposed  to  erect  a  building  on  a  straight  line,  from  one  extrem 
ty  to  the  other  of  the  crescent,  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  adopted  •• 
Auburn,  containing  a  sufficient  number  of  cells  for  the  accommodatk 
of  any  probable  number  of  prisoners.  If  this  should  be  done,  the  coi 
struction  would  be  better  than  in  the  old  Penitentiaries,  generally 
but,  on  the  whole,  not  so  simple,  economical,  secure,  favorable  to  ii 
spection,  health,  and  instruction,  as  would  be  desirable. 

Government.  The  officers  are,  five  inspectors,  a  superintendei 
clerk,  six  keepers,  a  physician,  and  thirteen  guards. 

The  salaries  of  the  officers  are,  superintendent,  $  2000 ;  clerk,  $  60( 
two  of  the  keepers,  $  600  each ;  four  of  the  keepers,  $  500  eacli 
physician,  $  700 ;  guard,  $  6  per  month,  including  rations  and  clothinj 

Besides  the  above  officers,  there  has  been,  at  some  periods,  an  agen 
who  was  authorized  to  employ  one  or  two  clerks,  each  of  whom  r 
ceived  a  large  salary.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  agent  and  his  clerks  ' 
sell  the  manufactured  articles. 

Prisoners,     The  number,  since  1821,  has  generally  exceeded  200. 

The  crimes  of  those  in  Prison,  in  1821,  were  a  large  proportion  < 
them  the  higher  crimes,  viz.  voluntary  manslaughter,  4 ;  murder,  m 
eond  degree,  19;  rape,  7;  stabbing,  7;  burglary,  14;  horse-stealin: 
47;  stealing  negroes,  3;  robbery,  5;  grand  larceny,  48;  bigamy,  2 
house-burning,  2 ;  other  and  smaller  crimes,  26. 

The  sentences  were  many  of  them  for  long  periods ;  of  those  for  ma 
der  in  the  second  degree,  12  were  on  sentences  varying  from  10  to  1 
years ;  of  those  for  rape,  6  were  on  sentences  varying  from  10  to  5 
years ;  of  those  for  grand  larceny,  burglary,  and  horse-stealing,  5  wej 
for  life ;  of  the  others,  the  sentences  varied  from  1  to  10  years. 

Their  employment  was  in  nineteen  different  kinds  of  business ;  S 
shoemakers ;  13  wheelwrights,  carpenters,  and  turners ;  20  coopen 
14  weavers,  quillers,  and  spoolers ;  13  tailors,  &c. ;  14  rope  and  thret 
spinners,  &c. ;  22  blacksmiths;  11  nailers ;  and  22  in  other  kinds  < 
business. 

The  nativity  of  the  prisoners  was,  Virginia,  135 ;  Pennsylvania,  11 
other  States,  27 ;  foreign  countries,  27. 

The  vices,  in  wnich  they  have  been  sometimes  detected,  are  figh 
ing,  gambling,  and  drinking  ardent  spirits ;  but  these  things  axe  i 
forbidden,  and  punished  immediately  after  detection.  There  hai 
been,  besides,  successful  attempts  to  counterfeit  coin.  One  of  tl 
keepers  stated,  that  he  had  found  a  good  deal  of  it  on  their  person 
and  deposited  in  different  places ;  that  he  had  also  found  the  mould 
and  that  the  servants  and  the  guard  might  have  furnished  facilities  i 
putting  it  in  circulation. 

The  instruction  furnished  to  the  prisoners,  either  on  the  Sabbath  » 
during  the  week,  (except  in  regard  to  their  work,)  is  almost  nothin 
No  provision  is  made,  either  by  the  State  or  by  benevolent  individual 
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for  even  one  religious  service  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  sometimes  months 
together  have  elapsed  without  a  religious  service  of  any  kind. 

The  evils  in  this  establishment  are,  the  crowded  night  rooms  and 
die  consequent  evil  communication ;  the  uncommon  mortality,  arising, 
in  part,  from  not  warming  the  cells,  the  vices  of  the  prisoners,  and  the 
wint  of  instruction. 

17.  Penitenliaries  in  Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio. — The  first  is  lo- 
cated in  Milledgeville ;  the  second  in  Frankfort;  and  the  third  in  Co- 
lumbus ;  each  in  the  capital  of  the  State,  apparently  with  reference 
entirely  to  the  central  situation. 

The  construction  of  all,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  in- 
formation, is  on  the  old  plan  of  building,  without  particular  reference 
to  the  importance  of  solitary  confinement  at  night ;  facilities  for  in- 
spection, employment,  and  instruction ;  and  economy  in  building  or 
management.  We  therefore  lament  less  not  being  able  to  describe 
more  minutely  the  construction. 

A  proposition  was  before  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  was  unsuccessful,  for  the  abandonment  of  the  penitentiary 
sj&tem. 

The  convicts  in  Kentucky  are  hired  to  the  keeper,  on  condition  that 
he  shall  pay  the  expense  of  their  keeping,  and  pay  one  half  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  labor,  after  defraying  this  expense,  to  the  State.  We 
know  very  little  more  concerning  these  Institutions.  Their  annual 
Reports,  if  they  have  been  published,  we  have  not  been  able  to  ob 
tain ;  nor  have  we  seen  either  of  the  Penitentiaries  in  Georgia,  Ken 
tacky,  or  Ohio.  The  following  information,  concerning  die  latter, 
vis  communicated  in  a  letter  from  Nathaniel  McLean,  Esq.,  the 
keeper. 

It  is  situated  on  elevated  ground  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Scioto 
river,  south  west  of  Columbus.  The  yard  wall  is  400  feet  long,  150 
feet  wide,  and  14  feet  high.  A  brick  building,  occupied  by  the  keep- 
er, 100  feet  long,  30  feet  wide,  and  two  stories  high,  forms  a  part  of 
the  wall,  on  the  east  side  of  the  yard.  Another  brick  building,  50 
feet  by  20,  and  one-  story  high,  used  as  a  store  house,  is  erected  on 
the  east  side  of  the  yard,  and  north  of  the  keeper's  house.  The  prison 
Wilding  is  of  brick,  two  stories  high,  150  feet  long  and  30  feet  wide, 
tad  forms  a  part  of  the  north  wall,  included  in  the  length  of  400  feet. 
Through  the  centre  of  this  building  is  a  passage  8  feet  wide,  on  the 
odes  of  which  are  64  cells,  6  feet  by  8.  About  half  the  space,  on  the 
left  of  the  passage,  is  used  as  a  kitchen  and  dining  hall.  Over  the 
kitchen,  in  the  second  story,  is  the  hospital,  30  feet  by  16.  The  soli- 
tary cells  are  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  under  the  floor.  They 
*e  6  feet  by  8,  walled  with  stone  and  lined  with  plank,  and  totally 
fcrk,  entered  by  a  trap  door.  From  this  description,  it  appears  that 
there  is  no  provision  for  lighting,  warming,  or  airing  them.  At  the 
■aw  time,  we  learn  from  the  letter,  that  some  convicts  are  confined 
» them  for  short  periods  under  sentence  of  the  court,  and  frequently 
for  misdemeanor  in  Prison. 

The  estimated  expense  of  the  whole  establishment  is  $  150,000. 

The  keeper  is  the  only  responsible  officer  under  the  present  organi- 
ntion.  He  appoints  all  the  deputies,  clerk,  guard,  and  physician, 
ad  pays  them  such  compensation  as  he  may  deem  reasonable,  e&cejrt 
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the  clerk  and  physician,  who  receive,  the  former  g  400 ;  the  lattei 
$  250  annually.  The  deputy  keeper  receives  $  400 ;  three  overseer 
in  the  shops,  and  a  door  keeper,  $  300  each  ;  and  three  on  the  walls 
$  264  each,  per  annum.  The  keeper  is  elected  annually  by  the  Le 
gislature,  and  receives  a  salary  of  $  1000.  He  makes  all  purchases 
sells  all  manufactured  articles,  pays  all  expenses,  and  makes  a  quai 
terly  Report  to  the  Auditor  of  the  State,  and  an  annual  Report  to  th 
Legislature. 

The  number  of  prisoners  in  1826  was  152;  of  whom  2  were  fe 
males,  and  14  colored. 

The  crimes  of  at  least  two-thirds  are  horse-stealing,  larceny  and  bui 
glary.  The  other  crimes  are  murder,  in  the  second  and  third  degree 
perjury,  forgery,  incest,  rape,  bigamy,  &c   .  . 

The  sentences  are,  five  for  life,  several  for  20  and  15  years ;  other 
for  5  and  7 ;  and  none  for  less  than  3  years.  Two-thirds  of  the  wholi 
number  are  for  3  years. 

There  is  no  classification.  The  prisoners  work  together  in  differen 
shops,  as  may  best  promote  the  interests  of  the  institution  in  a  pecu 
uiary  point  of  view ;  old  offenders  with  those  younger  in  crime ;  an! 
the  same  at  night,  in  the  cells,  in  winter  four  in  a  room,  and  in  sum 
mer  two  or  three^  as  the  number  of  prisoners  will  justify. 

The  number,  in  the  hospital  will  average  from  ten  to  fifteen  in  timfi 
of  ordinary  health.  During  the  autumn,  the  number  is  greatly  in 
created,  and  has,,  in  some  instances,  exceeded  one  third  of  the  whoft 
number.  The  most  prevalent  diseases  are  chills,  and  fevers,  and  bilion; 
fevers,  particularly  during  the  summer  and  autumn.  There  is  no  me 
thod  of  warming  their  night  rooms  in  winter. 

No  provision  is  made  by  law  for  religious  instruction,  except  to 
furnish  each  cell  with  a  bible.  There  is  preaching,  occasionally,  bq 
not  regularly.  There  is  no  chapel;  the  passage  on  the  second  flag 
of  the  prison  building  is  used,  but  it  is  very  uncomfortable.  The  qon 
vjcts  are  regular  during  the  hours  of  worship,  when  we  have  it,  ant 
many  of  them  frequently  considerably  affected.  Should  proper  prjp 
vision  be  made  for  religious  instruction,  it  is  believed  more  salpfar] 
effects  would  be  produced.  M< 

.  The  evils  in  this  Prison,  according  to  the  above  statement  fropiitfa 
keeper,  are,  the  construction,  which  makes  it  impossible  to  separaj^ 
the  prisoners  at  night,  and  thus  prevent  evil  communication ;  the  u*; 
usual  proportion  in  the  hospital,  probably  to  be  attributed  in  parj^k 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  provision  for  warming  the  cells;  the  -want  o| 
instruction,  as  there  is  no  convenient  place  for  it,  and  no.  person M 
communis  '  •>  it ;  and  some  cells  for  solitary  confinement,  under  groum| 
without  any  ligl:t  or  air  except  what  is  obtained  through  a  trap  doon 

18.  Houses  of  Refuge  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia.— tht 
House  of  Refuge  in  Boston  is  situated  in  South  Boston,  near  th( 
House  of  ludustry,  about  2  J-  miles  from  the  city.  The  building  jj 
▼try  commodious,  and  would  conveniently  accommodate  a  jnutyj 
larger  number  of  inmates  than  are  now  placed  in  it  The  yard,  on  '* 
south  side  of  the  house,  is  an  extensive  field  of  30  or  40  acres  of  ~ 
tifiiU  land,  cultivated  by  the  poor  from  the  House  of  Industry, 
boys  from  the  Refuge  are  sometimes  permitted  to  work  in  the 
under  the  immediate  care  of  the  superintendent    This  field  is  sec 
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«nclo«cd,  and  no  person  is  permitted  to  enter  the  gate,  which  is  60 
or  S3  rods  from  the  House,  without  a  certificate  to  the  gate-keeper, 
from  one  of  the  directors  of  the  House  of  Industry.  la  this  way  both 
establishments  appear  to  be  well  secured  from  the  introduction  of  pro- 
hibited articles. 

The  government  of  the  Refuge  is  the  same  board  of  directors  m  in 
Uk  House  of  Industry.  This  board  consists  of  seven  gentlemen  in 
Breton,  whb  receive  no  compensation,  and  are  appointed  annusdlyby 
tkr  city.  They  appoint  a  superintendent,  and  t\\  his  compensation, 
which  is  at  this  time  $600,  with  a  house  and  board  for  himself  and 
(unity.  Mr.  Bartholomew  Brown,  who  has  been  connected  with 
the  tstablisnment  from  the  commencement,  is  the  present  superinten- 


dent. A  school  teacher,  and  an  overseer  of  the  shoe  shop,  are  employed 
U  twist  him.  Their  compensation  is  also  fixed  by  the  board.  The 
rthgious  services  on  the  Sabbath,  in  which  the  boys  engage,  are  the 
lame  as  at  the  chapel  in  the  House  of  Industry.  The  offices  of  chap- 
lain and  school  teacher  are  at  present  vacant,  but  are  to  he  filled  as 
Woo  as  suitable  persons  can  be  found.  The  salary  offered  to  the  for- 
d> :  n  5  500  and  board ;  that  of  the  latter  is  not  specified. 

The  subjects  for  the  Refuge  nre  juvenile  detinrjucnts  from  Boston, 
•to  sre  thus  saved  from  the  House  of  Correction,  in  Leveret  street, 
ud  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown.  The  present  number  is  about 
10,  of  whom  2  are  females.  The  boys  spend  a  part  of  every  day  in 
lb  school  room,  and  another  and  larger  part  in  the  shoe  shop.  Their 
bprnvement  is  good  in  both  places.  Several  of  the  boys,  who  were 
fest  received,  have  been  apprenticed,  and  are  doing  well.  The  hntw 
toaoo  is  supported  entirely  by  the  city,  at  an  expense  of  about  $  8000 

ULIlsllv- 

TV  Hmue  of  Re/age  fn  Nne  York  is  situated  about  two  miles  north 
rf  the  City  Hall,  at  the  junction  of  the  Harlaem  and  Bloomingdale 
n»&*.     The  yard  is  300  hy  320  feet,  enclosed  by  a  wall  17  feet  high. 

The  buildings,  one  for  boys  and  the  other  for  girls,  are  of  stone, 
tseh  two  stories  high,  150'  feet  long  and  38  feet  wide.  These  are 
■vacated  by  a  high  board  fence. 

The  boys*  Refuge  contains  five  apartments  in  the  lower  story,  SO 
■J  it  fleet,  for  a  dining  mom,  common  hall,  superintendent's  office, 
ssd  thops  for  tailors  and  shoemakers.  The  second  story  contains  an 
•"total,  86  by  34  feet,  and  two  rows  of  dormitories,  each  3}  feet  by 
t  and  6  feet  nigh,  for  132  boys.  They  are  ventilated  by  openings  in 
ii  doors,  and  in  the  centre  walL  They  are  arranged  in  two  stories, 
•  the  Auburn  plan.  The  area  between  the  dormitories  and  die  e»- 
fecatl  wall  of  the  building  is  10  feet  by  110,  and  is  furnished  with 
»=4»  snd  benches,  suitable  for  the  monitorial  plan  of  instruction,  and 
■  sard  u  a  school  room. 

The  girl*'  Refuge  contains,  in  the  first  story,  besides  four  apart- 
*tt»  similar  to  those  in  the  boys'  Refuge,  a  parlour  and  chamber  ft* 
t*  natron,  »  committee  room,  and  a  laundry.  Id  the  second  ^"J> 
hemaina,  In  the  south  end,  a  handsome  chapel,  with  a  gallery,  STim- 
dtttlr  large  to  accommodate  140  boys,  70  girls,  an'd  300  visitors;  si 
Ik  north  end,  an  hospital,  25  by  34  feet ;  and  between  the  chapel  said 
6V  hospital,  68  dormitories,  in  two  stories,  arranged,  ventilated,  and 
ssfropriated  for  girls,  as  the  others  are  for  boys. 
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A  two  story  brick  building,  40  by  30  feet,  situated  on  the  soutl 
west,  coiner  of  the  yard,  is  used  by  the  superintendent  and  his  family 
Another  brick  building,  22  by  60  feet,  situated  near  the  last  mentioned 
on  the  east,  is  occupied  in  part  by  the  assistant  keeper  and  his  family 
Adjoining  this,  on  the  north,  is  a  brick  building,  40  by  80  feet,  divide* 
into  four  rooms,  40  feet  square,  in  which  40  boys  are  employed  ii 
making  chairs. 

In  different  parts  of  the  yard  are  several  small  one  story  buildings 
used  for  shops,  store  houses,  &c. 

A  part  of  the  ground  in  the  interior  of  the  yard  is  used  for  a  garden 

The  whole  aspect  of  the  establishment  is  cheerful. 

Government.  This  establishment  belongs  to  the  Society  for  the  Re 
formation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  was  incorporated  March  29 
1824.  The  officers  are,  a  president,  six  vice  presidents,  a  treasurer 
secretary,  thirty  managers,  an  acting  committee  of  eight  gentlemen 
and  a  ladies'  committee  of  thirteen.  The  constitution  of  the  society  i 
not  printed  in  the  reports ;  nor  does  it  appear,  from  the  reports,  hov 
often  or  by  whom  the  officers  are  appointed.  The  immediate  govern 
ment  of  the  institution  is  intrusted  by  the  managers,  at  this  time,  ti 
Mr.  Nathaniel  C.  Hart,  who  is  assisted  by  a  matron,  a  schoo 
teacher,  two  assistants,  and  a  gate  keeper.  Mr.  Hart,  who  had  beei 
one  of  the  teachers  in  the  male  high  school,  entered  upon  the  dutie 
of  this  office  on  the  2d  of  July,  1826.  The  president  of  the  society 
the  Hon.  Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  addressed  the  superintendent  oi 
this  occasion.  A  few  brief  extracts  from  the  reply  of  Mr.  Hart  wil 
exhibit  the  spirit  of  the  man  to  whom  the  society  has  given  this  in 
portant  trust,  and  it  will  be  a  source  of  unfeigned  gratitude  to  all,  thi 
children  and  youth,  who  were  formerly  trained  for  a  life  of  infamy  ii 
the  State  Prison,  have  fallen  into  such  hands. 

"Sir, — Deeply  impressed  with  the  great  responsibility  derolving  on  the  superiiUeodaaf  t 
this  important  institution,  I  cannot  reflect  on  the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me,  in  caiNi 
me  to  succeed  the  gentleman  who  has  so  ably  conducted  its  affairs  from  its  ccromencemea 
without  trembling. 

"  Children  witboet  parents,  some  of  them  worse  than  destitute,  hove,  by  your  fosteriagamai 
been  snatched  from  infamy.  The  world,  indeed,  is  gazing  upon  your  noble  charity,  wh3t  II 
community  is  rejoicing  in  nope  of  your  success. 

"  The  weight  and  responsibility  tower  like  mountains  before  me ;  but  when  I  reflect  that 
shall  have  your  wisdom  in  counsel,  and,  I  trust,  the  directions  of  Him  who  prompts  you  1 
these  praiseworthy  acts,  I  console  myself  that  1  snpll  be  enabled,  in  a  degree,  to  be  a  rather  I 
the  fatherless. 


and 

ment,—'  How  should  I  like  my 

rule,  1  think,  shall  gevora  me  here/' 

The  number  of  children  who  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  thi 
Christian  father,  and  for  whose  support  provision  is  made  by  the  sod 
etv,  is,  at  the  present  time,  about  130  boys  and  40  girls.  The  systen 
of  instruction  and  labor,  to  which  they  are  subject,  is  such  as  almos 
necessarily  to  ensure  the  favorable  results  which  haye  thus  far  reward 
ed  the  society.  The  boys  are  assembled  by  Mr.  Hart  every  morning 
at  an  early  hour,  for  religious  exercises.  Immediately  after  "breakfast 
the  word  of  God  is  read  a  few  minutes,  accompanied  with  appropriat 
remarks.  Two  hours  are  then  devoted  to  common  instruction  in  thf 
school  room :  after  school  time,  four  hours  to  labor,  before  dinner 
Immediately  after  dinner  a  few  minutes  more  are  spent  in  useful  reai 
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len  a  litUc  time  is  devoted  to  recreation,  and  afterwards  four 
to  labor,  before  supper ;    and,  immediately  after  supper,  two 

0  die  instructions  of  the  school  room.  This  general  plan,  and 
i  of  time,  is  followed  every  day  in  the  week,  with  such  varia- 
[y  as  the  seasons  require.  On  the  Sabbath,  about  one  hour  in 
ruing,  and  one  hour  in  the  afternoon,  are  devoted  to  public  reli- 
xercises  in  the  chapel ;  and  a  considerable  time,  morning  and 
r,  to  useful  reading  and  instruction  in  the  school  room.  With 
tern  of  instruction  on  the  Sabbath,  and  of  instruction  and  labor 
the  week,  under  the  care  of  one  who  treats  the  children  like 
d  daughters,  it  almost  necessarily  follows,  that  their  characters 
formed  for  usefulness.     This  is  already  proved  by  experience. 

1  last,  more  than  forty  boys  and  girls  had  been  apprenticed ; 
n  only  four  had  failed  to  prove,  by  their  good  behavior,  the 
>  them  of  the  instruction  received  at  the  Refuge.  The  letters 
eir  employers,  exhibited  in  the  appendix  to  the  Second  Report, 
t  cheering  to  all  the  friends  of  this  and  similar  institutions. 
effect  of  the  Refuge,  in  diminishing  the  number  of  this  class  of 
i  mud  youth  in  the  city,  is  as  delightful  as  the  immediate  effect 
character  of  the  inmates.     The  president  of  the  society  stated, 

number  of  criminal  prosecutions  among  this  class  of  persons 
a  diminished  in  the  city  of  New  York,  since  the  Refuge  was 
id,  about  four  fold. 

benefits  of  the  establishment  are  not  confined  to  the  city.  Ju- 
lelinquents  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  according  to  the  law  of 
,  1826,  must  be  received  by  the  managers  of  the  Refuge,  in 
imbers  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  courts,  ought  to  be  committed 
care.  And  to  enable  the  society  to  discharge  the  duties  which 
levolve  upon  it  in  consequence  of  this  law,  another  law  was 
at  the  same  time,  appropriating  the  surplus  funds  of  the  Marine 
il  for  the  use  of  the  institution.  The  receipts  from  the  same 
ed  last  year  to  $  27,000.  The  Legislature  had  previously  an- 
ted, by  a  law  of  April  9,  1825,  two  thousand  dollars,  annually, 
years,  to  the  same  object 

following  account  of  the  treasurer  exhibits  the  receipts  and  ex- 
ires  from  the  commencement  in  1824 : 

viety  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in  Account  Gw- 
rent  with  Ralph  Olmsted,  Treasurer. 

A,  6rsl  payment  to  the  United  States  on  account  ef  the  purchase  of  the 

present  site,              $2-000  00 

Repairs  and  additions  to  the  buildings, 4,490  11 

Clothing  for  the  children,             1£48  13 

Food  and  provisions  for  the  children, 3,544  19 

Furniture,  beds  and  bedding,  cooking  apparatus,  &c          .  2,910  15 

Medicine  and  hospital  expenses,                                  .  350  39 

Manufacturing  expenses Jw  39 

School  expense*,  nooks,  stationary,  desks.  &c \fjt&  9i 

Tools,  agricultural,  manufacturing  and  mechanical,    .  43  98 

Hone,  cows,  wagon,  and  cart,           g92  JL 

Society's  expenses,  printing,  fuel,  stationary,  &c.                 .  *"j  ** 

Contingent  expenses,  insurance,  fuel,  ccc.  &c -trio  3 

SaJanet  to  superintendent,  assistants,  and  matron,        .       •       •  **»Jf  J* 

New  building  for  boys .•  9,954  OT 

New  buiMinr  for  girls,  assistant  keeper's  house,  store-house,  woric- 

wmJti,  Ac.  die SI'71C  ™ 
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GS. 

By  nel  amount  refceJved  from  collection  of  donations  and  subscriptions  from 

tberftisansofNewYorfc, £19,177  41 

Can,  grant  from  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  5*000  per 

annum  for  3  years, SfiOO  00 

Cash  from  tales  of  manufactured  goods,         ......  XH  70 

Cash  from  labor  of  the  children,             1,270  40 

Oath  from  Marine  Hospital  fund,  for  the  erectwo  of  a  Female  Refuge,  19,000  00 
7       Cash  from  Marine  Hospital  fund,  towards  the  annual  support  of  the  House 

.             of  Refuge. SfiOO  00 

*       Balance  due  the  treasurer,  1st  of  January,  1027,  7©  19 


rh 


154,631  70 


Thus  an  institution,  which  had  its  origin  in  private  benevolence, 
has  raised  to  usefulness  about  forty  miserable  youth  and  children,  who 
might  otherwise  have  been  in  the  State  Prison ;  received  nearly  two 
hundred  others  to  the  Refuge,  who  now  enjoy  its  advantages ;  dimi- 
nished greatly  criminal  prosecutions  in  the  city  among  youth  and  chil- 
dren ;  provided  a  Refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents  in  the  city  and 
throughout  the  State ;  obtained  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  now  affords  an  example  for  imitation  to  other  cities  and 
countries  of  the  best  mode,  which  was  ever  devised,  of  correcting  the 
evilpropensities  of  unfortunate  and  vicious  youth. 

The  House  of  Refuge  in  Philadelphia  is  now  building ;  the  corner 
stone  has  recently  been  laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies ;  about 
$15,000  have  been  raised  by  private  subscription,  and  $40,000  by 
the  Legislature,  for  its  completion. 

19.  County  Prisons. — We  can  only  make  a  few  remarks,  accompa- 
nied with  particular  illustrations,  concerning  them. 

They  are  generally  constructed  without  reference  to  classification, 
inspection,  or  economy.  There  are  iails  in  this  country,  which  cost 
$  20,000,  not  as  wisely  constructed,  in  regard  to  classification  or  in- 
spection, as  some  others  which  cost  $  5,000.  There  is  a  jail  in  Gt>» 
neseo,  N.  Y.,  which  may  be  examined  advantageously,  by-person* 
who  are  intrusted  with  tne  building  of  County  Prisons.  Tiiere  is 
another  soon  to  be  built  in  Alexandria,  D.  C,  on  a  similar  plan. 
Classification,  inspection,  and  economy,  are  all  consulted  in  the  plan 
of  these  buildings. 

There  is  frequently  not  as  much  classification  or  separation  as  the 
building  will  allow.  The  reasons  sometimes  assigned  are,  that  it 
takes  more  time  to  open  many  doors  than  to  open  a  few,  and  there- 
fore the  prisoners  may  be  put  in  as  few  rooms  as  possible  ;  some  of 
the  apartments  are  in  an  upper  story,  and  it  is  not  convenient  to  put 
the  prisoners  up  stairs ;  it  is  more  work  to  feed  them,  and  warm  the 
rooms,  when  they  are  separated,  than  when  they  are  together ;  tl^e 
prisoners  wished  to  be  in  the  same  room,  so  that  they  might  be  com- 
pany for  each  other.  These,  and  other  reasons  not  more  important 
are  often  assigned  for  a  most  indiscriminate  mingling  of  all  ages  and 
degrees  of  guilt,  in  buildings  which  would  allow  of  some  classifica- 
tion. This  evil  would  be  in  a  great  degree  removed  by  a  law  requir- 
ing that  the  prisoners  should  not  be  placed  two  in  a  room,  if  the 
apartments  were  sufficiently  numerous  to  allow  them  to  be  separated 

In  County  Prisons,  constructed  on  the  usual  plan,  there  is  a  free 
communication  through  the  doors,  between  the  prisoners  in  all  tht 


89  SECOND  REPORT — 1827.  137 

apartments.     This  evil  would  be  greatly  diminished  by  a  law  requir- 
ing that  there  should  be  double  doors  to  each  apartment 

There  is  frequently  a  great  want  of  cleanliness,  breeding  vermin  ; 
which  would  be  mostly  prevented  by  whitewashing  every  apartment, 
throughout,  iloor  and  walls,  once  a  month.  The  Boston  Jail,  which 
is  generally  crowded  with  prisoners,  many  of  them  from  the  lowest 
parts  of  the  city,  has  an  unusual  appearance  of  cleanliness  from  the 
observance  of  this  rule. 

The  County  Prisons,  in  the  large  cities,  have  usually  a  large  num- 
ber of  females  in  them ;  and,  in  most  cases,  they  are  not  under  the 
care  of  a  matron.  From  an  experiment  made  in  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion in  Boston,  as  well  as  from  an  experiment  made  in  the  female  de- 
partment of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  it  is  obvious  that  female 
convicts  can  be  kept  in  much  better  order,  and  made  to  work  to  much 
greater  advantage,  under  the  care  of  a  matron,  than  under  the  care  of 
a  man.  There  are  other  reasons  in  favor  of  this  measure,  which  are 
made  more  obvious  by  abuses  which  have  been  discovered,  where  a 
matron  is  not  introduced.  It  is  sufficiently  apparent  that  there  should 
be  a  matron  in  every  Prison,  where  there  are  fifteen  or  more  female 
convicts. 

The  Jails  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washing- 
ton, Richmond,  Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  are  great  schools  of 
vice,  in  which  are  generally  from  700  to  1000  persons  corrupting  each 
other.  Several  are  lodged  in  the  same  room ;  there  is  in  most  of 
them  an  easy  communication  between  the  different  rooms,  and  no 
attempt  is  made  to  prevent  it ;  and  if  it  was,  evil  communication  could 
not  be  prevented  between  those  in  the  same  room.  The  numoer  of 
persons  committed  to  these  Prisons  annually  may  be  estimated  at 
fight  thousand  ;  among  whom  are  many  children  and  youth  :  to  some 
of  whom  an  irreparable  injury  is  done.  Many  others  are  imprisoned, 
bat  not  condemned,  and  are  finally  discharged  without  bill  or  witness. 
The  amount  of  moral  evil  is  great,  which  would  be  prevented  if  they 
could  all  be  confined  in  Prisons  so  constructed  as  to  be  kept  still,  and 
alone,  and  saved  from  corrupting  each  other. 

The  County  Prisons,  to  a  vast  extent  in  this  country,  are  not  visited 
ninilarly  by  ministers  and  Christians,  on  the  Sabbath,  or  during  the 
week.  We  therefore  repeat  our  earnest  desire,  that  a  benevolent 
association  may  be  formed  for  this  purpose  in  every  city  and  village 
where  there  is  a  Prison.  This  subject  is  not  beneath  the  notice  of 
fte  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  beneath  the  notice  of 
bis  disciples.  The  duty  is  connected  with  the  formation  of  that  cha- 
racter, which  he  has  promised  to  approve  in  the  day  of  judgment,  and 
oe  neglect  of  it  with  that  which  he  will  condemn.  Will  it  not,  then, 
1*  a  sufficient  reward  to  any  one,  who  engages  in  this  duty,  to  hear 
4c  Saviour  say,  "  /  was  sick,  and  in  Prison,  and  ye  visited  me  ;"  and  a 
icvere  reproof  to  all  who  have  neglected  the  duty,  while  living  in  the 
▼irinity  of  a  Prif  on,  "  /  teas  sick,  and  in  Prison,  and  ye  visited  me  not." 

12* 


OFFICERS. 


Hon.  GEORGE  BLISS,  President. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


How.  WILLIAM  BARTLETT, 
Ho*.  WILLIAM  REED, 
Rev.  LEONARD  WOODS, 
Rev.  WILLIAM  JENK8. 
Rev.  ELIJAH  HEADING, 
Rev.  EBENEZER  PORTER, 
Rev.  B.  B.  W1SNER, 
JEREMIAH  EVARTS, 
S.  V.  S.  WILDER, 
JOHN  TAPPAN, 
SAMUEL  H.  W ALLEY, 


Rev.  EDWARD  D.  GRIFFIN, 
Rev.  HEMAN  HUMPHREY, 
Rev.  WARREN  FAY, 
Rev.  SAMUEL  GREEN, 
Rev.  FRANCIS  WAYLAND, 
Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS, 
Rev.  ALONZO  POTTER, 
How.  P.  O.  THACHER, 
Hon.  FRANCIS  C.  GRAY, 
EDWARD  TUCKERMAN. 


MANAGERS. 


Rev.  R.  S.  STORRS, 
Rev.  RUFUS  ANDERSON, 
WILLIAM  ROPES,  E14. 
HENRY  HILL,  Ei*. 
JAMES  MEANS,  E14. 
DANIEL  NO  YES, 


Rev.  ASA  RAND, 
Rev.  EDWARD  BEECHER, 
Rev.  L.  F.  DIMMICK, 
Rev.  BROWN  EMERSON, 
DANIEL  SAFFORD. 


ASA  WARD,  Treasurer. 
Rev.  LOUIS  D WIGHT,  Secretary. 


♦William  Phillips,     . 
*  Richard  Chamberlain, 


LIPE  DIRECTORS. 


$100 1  Nathaniel  Willis,  . 
100  J  Edward  Tuckerman, 


Boston. 
John  Tappan,  $30 

Henry  Homes,  30 

George  J.  Homer,  90 

Henry  Hill,  30 

John  C.  Warren,  30 

John  Randall,  30 

Francis  C.  Gray,  50 

William  Ropes,  30 

Ajw  McLean,  30 

John  C.  Gray,  30 

Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  30 

Catharine  Codman,  30 

Israel  Mtinson,  30 

Thomas  Vote,  30 

Amos  Lawrence,  30 

Abbot  Lawrence,  30 

Charles  Jackson,  30 

WflDam  Worthington,  30 


LIFE   MEMBERS. 

Francis  Parkman,        $30 
Robert  G.  Shaw,  30 

Thorns*  Wigglesworth,  30 

30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 


— pq 1 

Charles  R.  Codman, 
George  C.  Shattnck, 
Patrick  T.  Jackson, 
James  Jackson, 
John  Lowell, 
William  H.  Elliot, 
Samuel  A.  Elliot, 
Charles  Lowell, 

Andover. 
Ebenezer  Porter, 
Leonard  Woods, 

Dorchester y  Mass. 
John  Codman, 

Jfewburyport, 
William  Bartlett, 
Moses  Brown, 


30 
30 

30 

30 
30 


Henry  Wright, 

Wi-'liamstovm. 
Edward  D.  Griffin, 
PUtsfield. 
Edward  A.  Newton, 

Tkomastown,  Me. 
Daniel  Rose, 

Jfeto  York  City. 
Richard  Varick, 
William  W.  Woolsey, 
Arthur  Tappan, 
Fisher  How, 
William  Chambers, 

Peterboro\  Jf.  F. 
Gerrit  Smith, 

Utica. 
Samuel  Stocking, 
Abm.  Varies, 


Hoohd  K*ft>*-r— 1827. 


ANNUAL    ■UBSCBIBEKB. 


j  Peter  O.  Thaccer, 
81 0| John  Beruon 
r   nomiaaa,       10  j  John  Bullivan, 
J  Ram,  10  Jonathan  Carletnu, 


Ln»T«ppan, 
Heard  Reynold*, 
Jama  Meana, 
fcnamin  Guild, 

£285* 

MahF.  Flaa*, 
AatWaid,^ 


Gray, 
6  jm.)  S  Jama*  Howe, 

B  AmiH  C.  Parke, 
Daniel  Ciintminn, 
Tawnna  A.  Daue, 
(Jamual  Gilbert, 
a.  B.  Adame, 
JaJfcay  BiahariM, 


Jneaa  MeJledM, 
leaa  MaoaflaU, 


bet  Rupee, 
LniBertleK, 


Barren. 

A  Friend.  MO  00 

Haarfil  Willi.,  Ta>  00 

Dntn  Homes,  B0  00 

A  (fiend.  20  00 

swiri  Hi.hb.ti),  so  qq 

aw  HeUUui,  Iff  M 

Wph  Jcokiiu,  10  00 

SunlT.  Ai-iur-tr..;'  .10  00 

Sr.  [Salisbury,  W  00 

4  Crired,  10  00 

tborr  Gray,  10  04 

T.a.m  l^rd,  10  00 

L*  Wheelwright,  10  00 

Ua  B  J-HM.  "  « 
C-iuKr  PirJ 
In  that, 

Air™.  B,nn*y,  10  00 

G*-*g»  J.  Homer,  10  00 


ft.  W.  Dwiifht, 

■lYiwJiiripori. 
John  PettlngeU, 

PeHUnd,  Me 
A  Friend. 
Charts.  Blanc  Wd, 

.war-:... 


George  Rogera, 
Edwud  Wjnbjaw. 

EUphalat  Kimball, 
Wiliun  Adama, 
Hodge.  Reed, 
John  8.  Fuller, 
EphraimDaui 
Charlea  Wiltey, 


William  Lldnjn,  8 

William  BlaaauuL  2 

Guorge  Hfaat,  Eaq.  it 
Jftmturjiport. 

Joeeph&Pihe,  8 

John  8.  harm,  S 

J* oWiaetf,  Jfc, 

John  Howe,  9 

William  Hyrle,  3 

"  uiial  Criiaa,  2 

y  Bralla,  8 

aaOiaaraV  8 

Joefcna  Owen,  :  8 

William  C,  HitrJull,  8 

Frovidfmts,  A.  /. 

cia  Wayktbd,  Jr.  8 

Aew  York  City. 

Peter  Lorilkud,  8 

John  PinUrct,  9 

Gerard  Hallock,  3 

SokiA  Carolina. 
men  Blodget,   (paid 

&  yean,)  ,2 


C.  E.  B.  '  5  00 

Cub,  5  00 

A  Friend,  3  00 

Royal  Lincoln,  2  00 

June.  Hoe*,  3  00 

John  Bute!*,  3  CO 

A  Friend,  S  00 

W.  Wood,  2  00 

A  Friend,  9  00 

E.  Hayea,  1  00 

E.  Farley,  1  00 

1).  Griffith,  1  00 

Caen,  1  00 

A-  Crunming,  1  00 

JV.ia  York  City. 
Richard  Varlok,        "" 


30  00 


Cain  received  in) 
Scuool-ruoin  No.  I   ,o 
1,  beaidea  Sob.  of?  *° 
R  L.  Swan,         J 
„  Fradenc  Sheldon,      10  00 


140 


PRISON  BI8CIPUNB  SOCIETY. 


F.  Olmstead,  $10  00 

George  Newbold,  10  00 

William  Chester,  10  00 

John  W.  Leavitt,  10  00 

Erastus  Ellsworth,  10  00 
Joel  Port,                 '  10  00 

D.  8.  Swan,  10  00 

J.  Cram,  5  00 

W.  Torrey,  5  00 

J.  F.  Bliss,  5  00 

Isaac  Collin*,  5  00 

James  Kent,  5  00 

John  Griscom,  5  00 

£.  White,        .  5  00 

H.  Andrews,  5  00 

R.  C.  Cornell.  5  00 

J.  Nitehie,  5  00 
Wm.  A.  Tomlinson,   5  00 

Frederic  T.  Peet,  5  00 

Peter  A.  Jay,  5  00 

L.  Holbrook,  5  00 
William.  Green,  Jr.     5  00 

Abijah  Fisher,  5  00 

Thomas  Cook,  5  00 

Charles  Starr,  5  00 

R.  T.  Haines,  5  00 

Cash,  4  00 

R.  O.  Dwight,  3  00 

R.  J.  Hutchinson,  3  00 

H.  P.  Robertson,  3  00 

J.  Chandler,  3  00 

J.  R.  Hurd,  3  00 

George  M.  Tracy,  3  00 

John  Smith,  2  00 

Cash,  2  00 
William  Wenterton.  2  00 

A.  Maclay,  2  00 

Cyrus  Mason,  2  00 

Eleazer  Lord,  2  00 

George  Gallagher,  2  00 

S.  Cox,  2  00 

R.  J.  Seward,  2  00 

H.  D.  Sodgwick,  2  00 

T.  Dwight,  2  00 

J.  Piatt,  2  00 

William  Patton,  2  00 

Austin  Dickenson,  2  00 

Absalom  Peters,  2  00 

John  C.  Brigham,  2  00 

R.  M.  Blatchford,  2  00 

D.  M.  Moore,  2  00 


H.  AverM,  $2  00 

Calvin  W.  How,  2  00 

A.  P.  Halsey,  2  00 
W.  ftforaw,  2  00 

D.  Fanshaw,  2  00 
Cash,  2  00 
Theodore  Clark,  2  00 
W.  Targe,  1  60 
Ebenezer  T.  White,  1  00 
Cash,  1  00 
H.  G.  Uffbrd,  1  00 
Stephen  Shepard,  1  00 
Samuel  Cary,  1  00 

E.  B.  Sackett,  1  00 

B.  S.  Headric,  1  00 
E.  Brudhommere,  1  00 
Cash,  1  00 
Cash,  1  00 
George  Smith,  1  00 
Samuel  L.  Kennedy,  1  00 
William  Kenworthy,  1  00 
W.  D.  C.  1  00 
A  Friend,  1  00 
Cash,  1  00 
S.  Richards,  50 
Joseph  Moore,  50 
A.  Wade,  50 
Cash.  A  Friend,  50 
Samuel  Sowden,  50 
Cosh,  25 

E.  S.  1  00 
J.  C.  1  00 
Enos  Price,  1  00 
H.  Page,  50 
James  Ross,  60 
John  Woodruffe,  25 
Donation,  25 

Brooklyn,  JV.  F. 

I.  Sands,  3  00 

A.  Van  Sinderen,  3  00 

H.  B.  Pierpont,  3  00 

Z.  Lewis,  3  00 

N.  Sanfbrd,  1  00 

A.  Graham,  1  00 

Charles  Doughty,  1  00 

S.  Butler,  1  00 

Cash,        •  1  00 

F.  C.  Tucker,  t  00 
P.  W.  Radcliff,  1  00 
A.  S.  Marvin,  1  00 
E.  y.  Howland,  1  00 


A.  Spooner,  $" 

Clark, 

InnisL 

Jno.  Daugfaty, 

Jno.  Moor,.- 

Cash, 

Cash,  for  Report, 

IXizabethtown,  Jf.  - 
8.  P.  Britoa, 
"James  Cram, 
Smith  Pyne, 
E.  K. 

John  McDowell, 
O.  S.  Halsfed, 
David  Magfte, 

JVeis*r&,  A*.  J. 
Goble  &  Thomas,     1 
The.  Freelingheysen, 

C.  H.  Shipman, 
George  Nelson, 
Cash, 

John  Taylor, 
James  Berean, 
Alexander  M.  Taylor, 
Aaron  Beach, 
8ilas  Concttt, 
Robert  Mansfield, 
Isaac  Nichols, 
Cash, 

Philo  8anfbrd, 
Isaac  Baldwin, 

D.  Smith, 
Ellison  Conger, 
Soiwuel  Baldwin, 
James  Vanderpool, 
David  Nichols, 
Charleys  T.  Shipman, 
Asa  Whitehead, 
Jos.  C.  Hornblower, 
C.  T.  Day, 
Jno.  H.  Stephens, 
S.  H.  Pierson, 
R.  M.  C. 
G.  Crane, 
J.  G.  Goble, 
C.  I.  Graham, 
Archer  Gilford, 
William  Tattle, 
Cash, 
David  T.  Bays, 


Gash  from  Josiah  Stebbens, 
being  tho  sum  appropriated 
bv  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  for  300  co- 
pies of  the  first  annual  re- 
port of  the  society, 


00  00 


SUte  of  Massachusetts  for  500 )  -^ 
copies  of  tho  first  report,         { 


Cash  received  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  for  250 
copies  of  the  first  annual 
report, 
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APPENDIX. 


SUBJECTS   OF  INQUIRY  CONCERNING  PRISONS. 

1.  Situation.    Is  it  near  a  town,  river,  or  other  buildings?  What  is  t 
height,  length,  &c.  of  the  wall  ?  What  is  the  expense,  design,  number, 
the  Prison  Buildings ;  and  when  were  they  erected  ? 

2.  Interior  of  the  Yard.  Is  it  dry,  paved,  watered  and  drained?  A 
the  walls  whitewashed  ?  privies  and  drains  cleansed  ? 

3.  Day  Rooms.  What  is  the  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lightin 
warming,  cleansing,  furnishing,  fastening  ? 

4.  Night  Cells.  What  is  the  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lightin 
warming,  cleansing,  furnishing,  fastening  ? 

5.  Hospital.    Wnat  is  the  salary  and  duty  of  the  Physician,  and  how 
he  supplied  with  medicine  ?   What  is  the  character  and  compensation 
the  nurse  ?  What  is  the  number  of  deaths ;  and  of  what  diseases  ? 

6.  Officers.  Inspectors — their  number,  duty,  mode  of  appointment,  ai 
compensation  ?  Keeper — his  name,  residence,  former  occupation,  chara 
ter,  duties,  compensation,  time  of  holdiug  his  office  ?  Turnkeys — the 
number,  duty,  salary  ?  x 

7.  Prisoners,  Their  number,  age,  colour,  sex,  nativity,  crime,  sentenc 
frequency  of  conviction  ? 

8.  Admission  of  Prisoners.  As  to  cleanliness,  clothing,  fees  and  ga 
nbh? 

9.  Admission  of  Prisoners1  Friends.  Who  are  admitted,  at  what  houi 
and  under  what  circumstances  ? 

10.  Admission  of  Visitors.    On  what  condition,  and  by  whom  attendee 

11.  Moral  Treatment.    Classification,  instruction,  and  employment  ? 

12.  Punishments.  By  solitary  confinement,  chains,  stripes,  or  all  % 
them? 

13.  Religious  Instruction.  Of  the  chapel — its  size  and  regulations  ?  C 
the  chaplain— his  character,  residence,  duties,  and  compensation  ?  Of  tt 
bible — number,  mode  of  distribution ;  effects,  whother  good  or  bad ;  p 
rused  or  neglected ;  preserved  or  destroyed  ? 

14.  Exercise.    When,  where,  and  under  what  circumstances? 

15.  Food.    Its  quantity,  quality,  mode  and  time  of  distribution  ? 

16.  Clothing.  How  much,  by  whom  supplied,  how  often  changed  ac 
cleansed  ? 

17.  Cleanliness.  Is  it  daily  ?  Are  soap  and  towels  furnished  ?  Can  th 
prison  dress  be  washed?  How  often  do  they  shave  and  cut  their  hair  ?  '. 
there  a  bath,  and  how  often  is  it  used  ? 

18.  Discharge  of  the  Prisoners.  At  what  time  in  the  day  ?  With  whi 
means  of  providing  for  themselves  ?  With  clothing  or  money  ? 

19.  Vices  of  Prisoners.  What  are  they?  Any  drunkenness,  gambling 
profane  swearing,  fighting,  combinations  against  society,  insurrection 
false  keys,  weapons  of  death  ?  Any  rum,  cards,  instruments  of  mischie 
newspapers,  plates  to  make  counterfeit  bills,  or  dies  and  presses  to  alt* 
them  ?  Any  counterfeit  coin  and  moulds  ?  Any  good  or  bad  money  ?  An 
cases  of  punishment  for  unnatural  crime  ?  How  are  these  things  don 
without  discovery  ?  How  are  prohibited  articles  obtained  ?  Where  ai 
they  concealed  ?  What  is  the  effect  of  the  system  on  the  character  ? 
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h  JVh*  Bamptkirt— 14  ounces  of  beef  salted,  1 1-4  lbs.  of  rye  and 
hditn  bread,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  potatoes,  and  porridge  made  of 
betas  or  peas,  for  supper.  This  is  the  dally  food  without  variation.  It  is 
anple  end  cheap,  ana  has  proved  very  healthy. 

h  Vermont  there  is  no  ration.  The  prisoners  are  allowed  to  eat  as 
snch  wholoooaaoibod  as  they  want 

A%Jftrwsiratnfttf|  the  breakfast  and  rapper  is  three  rills  of  Indian  meal 
aade  into  mush ;  or  half  a  pound  of  coarse  bread,  and  half  a  gill  of  mo- 
kases  or  two  gnls  of  milk.  Dinner,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Saturday  and 
Sabbath,  14  os.  of  coarse  meat  made  into  soup,  half  a  pint  of  potatoes,  and 
klf  a  pound  of  coarse  bread.  Dinner  on  Wednesday,  half  a  pound  of 
coarse  breed,  half  a  pint  of  peas  or  beans,  and  half  a  pound  of  salted  pork. 
Dinner  on  Monday  and  Friday,  half  a  pound  of  salted  fish,  with  one  ounce 
if  butter  or  laid,  and  half  a  pound  of  coarse  bread,  and  a  pint  of  potatoes. 
Tie  drink  of  the  prisoners  is  water  and  small  beer.  The  Warden  is 
alowed  to  vary  the  breakfast  and  supper  on  the  Sabbath. 

Jr.  &**«&»<,  the  ration  is  3-4  lb.  of  pork  or  1  lb.  of  beef,  1  lb.  of 
ftnad,*  1-8  lbs.  of  potatoes  or  8  gills  or  peas  or  beans,  and  1  pint  of 


h  Mmw  York  dty,  the  ration  is  1  lb.  of  coarse  fresh  beef  five  times  a 
nek,  1  lb.  of  see  iour  per  day,  of  the  best  quality,  1-9  lb.  of  mess  pork 
> a  week,  V8  lb.  of  salted  fish  once  a  week^ana  3  pecks  of  potatoes  to 
rations.    Besides  these,  there  are  several  other  small  articles. 


M  JMumy  the  ration  is  8  ox.  of  pork  or  12  os.  of  salt  beef,  10  oz.  of 
tye  Hour,  6  ox.  of  Indian  meal,  1-3  a  gill  of  molasses,  and  for  every  100 
ntione  9  quarts  of  peas,  1-3  lb.  ef  popper,  3  1-3  bushels  of  potatoes,  1 
fart  of  vinegar,  4  quarts  of  salt ;  pork  and  salt  beef  furnished  alternately 
«*h  these  das%  and  fresh  beef  once  a  week. 


*  JMbw  Jersey— 1  lb.  of  bread,  1  gill  of  molasses,  1-9  lb.  of  beef,  per 
far.  This  is  eooked,  in  common,  with  1-3  bushel  of  potatoes,  and  a  suifi- 
Qsst  saantity  qf  cabbage  to  make  a  good  soup.  The  prisoners  have  also 
w  the  Sabbath  a  herring  for  dinner ;  and  every  evening  a  bowl  of  mush. 


I  OF  COIfTICTS,  BACH  TEAR,  TO  StVKKAL  FKMITWBTIAKW 


j 

1 

£ 

I 

«.».. 

| 

| 

1 
1 

■  £ 

"i 

4 
"3 

g 

| 

a 

k 

i 

S 

£ 

> 

s 

£ 

1 

> 

1794 

93 

J7W 

116 

1798 

145' 

1797 

131 

114 

1798 

144 

133 

1799 

131 

148 

1800 

160 

106 

21 

1801 

167 

161 

SB 

1802 

191 

108 

44 

1808 

165 

121 

5» 

1804 

148 

140 

41 

1805 

34 

190 

134 

50 

.1808 

43 

199 

183 

40 

1807 

80 

190 

149 

U 

1808 

84 

176 

194 

«T 

1809 

88 

94 

174 

306 

40 

1810 

91 

86 

171 

336 

28 

1811 

81 

73 

171 

804 

«4 

1812 

ii 

33 

74 

196 

239 

40 

1818 

18 

18 

110 

198 

252 

62 

1814 

14 

19 

•66 

313 

233 

S4 

1818 

89 

40 

96 

395 

978 

44 

1816 

39 

84 

130 

436 

488 

«S 

1817 

98 

39 

159 

807 

287 

71 

1818 

17 

80 

166 

333 

801 

42 

1819 

IB 

47 

96 

184 

853 

«8 

1890 

93 

47 

71 

331 

346 

92 

1891 

16 

80 

84 

303 

303 

n 

1899 

36 

39 

91 

175 

273 

1893 

19 

39 

107 

164 

966 

1894 

14 

86 

66 

287 

1898 

96 

18M 

81 

188 

mgond  swan — 1S8X- 


Rore  Breaking  and  Theft  . 
Counlerfeil  Mo«ey       .     .     ■ 

Burglary 

Assault  for  Rape  .... 
Assaalt  to  Mmder  .... 

J<?PI 

Robbery  

Robbing  Bank 

Adultery 

Polylpniy 

Rue  , 

Aiding.  Villains      •    •    ■    . 

Manslaughter 

Breaking  Jail 

Highway  Robbery  ..  .  , 
Mar**     . 

Abw4     ....... 

florae  Stealing 

Misdemeanor 

Open  Lewdness  .... 
Keeping  Bad  House    .     .     . 

Conspiracy 

Murder,  second  Degree  .a  . 

AsuaJlt  to  rob 

Assuring  Prisoners  to  escape 
Concealing  Death  of  Bastards 
Fusing  Forged  Note  .     .    '. 

Counterfeit  Coin  .... 
Stealing  Negroes  .... 
Petit  Larceny,  second  offence 

Swindling 

Stabbing 

Bodktmy   ....... 

Attempt  to  poison  .... 

If.  B.    TIm  AM  number,  lu  itw  « 
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New  Hampshire, 

Vermont, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island,  ...... 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

District  of  Columbia,       .     ■     ■ 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

States  not  specified,  .... 
Other  States  or  Countries    .     . 

West  Indies 

England, 

Ireland, 

Scotland, 

Holland, 

Germany, 

France, 

Sweden, 

Portugal, 

Italy, 

Russia, 

Nova  Scotia, 

Canada, 

Canada  and  Foreign  Countries, 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  .... 
Cape  de  Verds, 
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EMPLOYMENTS. 


1 


Stone  Shop,    ....... 

Smiths, 

Coopers, 

Shoemakers  and  Cobblers,      .     . 

Weavers, 

Tailors, 

Painters, 

Lumpers, 

Gunsmiths, 

Saddlers 

Making  Joiners' Tools,       .     .     . 

Carpenters, 

Whitesmiths, ■    .     . 

Nailm&kere, 

Carver, 

Spinners, 

Basket  makers, 

Cooks, 

Other  Employments,      .... 

Hospital, 

Washers  and  Waiters,   .... 

Barbers, 

Whipmakers, 

Brass  Founders, 

Oakum  Pickers,  infirm  and  aged, 

Tinner, 

Harnessmakers, 

Brushmakeraj 

Filer, 

Rope  and  Thread  Spinners,    .     . 
In  the  Cells, 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF  THE 


$rteon  Btectultwe  Societg. 


An.  I.  This  Society  shall  be  called  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 

Ait.  2.  It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 

pt&  Prisons. 
A»t.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  effecting  the 

►nation  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  United  States, 

ad  to  co-operate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in  the 

ftcond  article  of  this  Constitution.  •> 

Ait.  4.    Any  Society,  having  the  same  object  in    view,  which  shall  become 

*iifiary  to  this,  and  shall  contribute  to  its  rands,  shall   thereby  secure  for  the 

JH»w,  in   the  State  where  such  Society  is  located,  special  attention  from  this 

fatty. 

Art.  5.  Each  subscriber  of  two  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

Art.  6.  Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 
I*. 

Ait.  7.  Each  subscriber  of  ten  dollars,  annually,  s!.uil  be  a  Director. 

Art.  8.  Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
torment  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director 
W  life. 

Art.  9.  The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be,  a  President,  as  many  Vice-Presidents 
to  ihall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen  annually, 
tod  a  Board  of  Managers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
briery.  This  Board  shall  consist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of  whom  nine 
toaQ  reside  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  One  fourth 
tort  of  the  whole  number,  in  the  order  of  appointment,  shall  go  out  of  office  at  the 
expiration  of  each  year,  but  shall  be  re-eligible. 

Every  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  entitled 
b  meet  and  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Managers  shall  call  special  meetings  o?  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacancies 
M  B_ay  occur,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  their  own  Board. 

Art.  10.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
tx  officio,  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  12.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
Friday  succeeding  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as 
tombed  in  the  ninth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  and 
4e  proceedings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

Art.  13.  The  Managers  shall  meet,  once  in  two  months,  or  oftener  if  necessary, 
to  «ueh  place,  in  the  City  of  Boston,  as  they  shall  appoint. 

Art.  14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
to,  k>  hi*  absence,  the  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  such  member  as  shall  be 
topointcd  for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

Ait.  15.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or,  in  the 
ifceaee  of  the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings  of 
fc  Board. 

Abt.  16.  The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

Art.  17.  The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  a* 
fore  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Director* 
tor  Life. 

Art.  18.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution  except  by  the  Society, 
H  an  annual  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Manager*. 


ANNUAL  MEETING* 


The  meeting  for  business,  was  held  May  30,  at  the  Vestry  in 
Hnwver  Church,  Boston,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Rev.  WILLIAM  JENKS,  D.  D. 

J  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  took  the  chair.    After  opening  the  meeting 
|Wh  prayer,  the  Treasurer's  Report,  together  with  the  certificate  of 

*  correctness  by  the  Auditors,  was  read  and  accepted.  The  Treas- 
tor  presented  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted,  and  a  vote  of 
|feaks  passed  for  his  faithful  services  from  the  formation  of  the 
1  Society.     The  Officers  were  then  elected  and  the  Society  adjourned 

*  meet  in  the  Church,  at  4  o'clock,  and  hear  the  Report  of  the  Man- 
I  f^rs,  and  addresses. 

At  4  o'clock,  the  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.     The 
»*•  Dr.  Jenks  took  the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  Asa  Rand  addressed 

■*  throne  of  grace.      The  Secretary  read  extracts  from  the  Re- 

furt 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Rice,  of  Virginia,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
,wh  he  supported  by  an  address — Resolved,  That  the  Report  which 

*  been  read,  be  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Managers  to  be 
Ned.  This  resolution  was  seconded  in  an  address  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
W)0fBrookfield,  Mass. 

v.  G.  V.  H.  Forbes,  offered  the  second  resolution,  which  he  sus- 

*fed  by  an    address. — Resolved,  That  the  objects  of  the   Prison 

***ipline  Society  merit  the  more  extended  and  favorable  regard  of 

**  Church  of  Christ.     Rev.  Mr.  Vaill,  of  Brimfield,  seconded  the 

"^tion. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Glastenbury,  Conn,  and  Mr.  Artemas 
Icuud,  Agent  of  the  Massachusetts  Sabbath  School  Union,  mate 


interesting  statements  respecting  the  moral  and  religious  condition  o 
the  prisoners  at  Wethersfield,  Ct.  with  which  they  had  been  madi 
acquainted  on  visiting  the  Prison. 

The  Rev.  Joy  H.  Fairchild,  of  South  Boston,  offered  the  fol 
lowing  resolution  and  made  an  address. — Resolved,  That  the  succes 
which  has  attended  the  efforts  of  this  Society,  is  consolatory  evident 
of  the  favor  with  which  it  is  regarded  by  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  ant 
demands  our  fervent  gratitude  to  him,  who  "  was  sent  to  proclain 
liberty  to  the  captive^,  and  the  opening  of  the  Prison  to  them  that  an 
bound."     This  resolution  was  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Asa  Rand. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Managers  op  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  acknowl- 
edge with  gratitude  the  kindness  of  Goo.  Not  one  of  its  officers,  and 
only  two,  among  nearly  four  hundred  of  its  friends  and  benefactors, 
b?e  died,  during  the  last  year.  Life  has  been  remarkably  preserved, 
itao,  in  several  institutions  which  this  Society  presents  as  models  for 
imitation.  In  the  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in 
Boston  and  New  York,  among  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  in- 
flates, not  one  has  died.  And  in  the  Penitentiaries  at  Auburn,  Sing 
Sing,  and  Wethersfield,  the  bill  of  mortality  affords  singular  evidence 
of  the  connexion,  which  God  has  instituted,  between  cleanliness,  in- 
dustry, temperance,  and  a  salutary  restraint  upon  the  passions,  with 
With  and  life.  In  these  institutions,  occupied,  at  the  present  time, 
by  more  than  one  thousand  convicts,  the  deaths  have  not  exceeded 
one  to  fifty:  while  in  some  other  Prisons,  in  consequence  of  filth, 
ifoth,  and  licentiousness,  the  deaths  have  exceeded  one  to  eighteen, 
tad  in  others  one  to  twelve.  We  acknowledge  with  dread  these 
frowns  of  a  holy  Providence,  by  death,  on  Prisons  of  a  bad  character, 
tad  praise  the  Lord  for  his  mercies  to  those,  which  are  pure  and  of 
food  report.  If,  therefore,  in  regard  to  those  improvements,  which 
tare  already  been  made,  in  the  condition  of  the  lowest  and  most  hope- 
fesspartof  the  human  family,  we  already  see,  that  the  ravages  of  death 
taj  be  stayed  by  a  little  benevolent  attention,  what  cannot  be  accom- 
plished for  all  the  lower  classes  of  society,  by  the  patient,  laborious, 
tad  united  exertions  of  all  the  friends  of  God  in  this  age  of  combined 
tad  powerful  action.  We  are  constrained  to  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  in  consequence  of  what  we  have  seen  of  his  mercies  to  the 
fwr  and  wretched,  while  his  people  are  only  beginning  to .  consider 
feir  condition  :  and  we  would  receive  encouragement  from  these  acts 
«  bis  providence,  as  well  as  from  the  declaration  of  his  word,  "Bles- 
*d  is  he  that  considereth  the  poor."  In  grateful  praise,  and  deep 
taroility,  we  offer  this  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  Lord,  and  consecrate 
ourselves  renewedly  to  his  service,  in  that  department  of  benevolent 
ttertion,  which  this  Society  was  formed  to  occupy. 

The  constitution  provides  in  the  second  article,  that  "it  shall  be 
ti*  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of  Prisons." 
Toihow  in  part  what  has  been  done,  and  what  remains  to  be  <k>i\*, 


I 


for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  the  Managers  present,  under  the   ,. 
following  arrangement,  their  Third  Annual  Report.  « 

What  has  been  done  to  prevent  evil  communication  in  Prisons  ? 

What  has  been  done  to  provide  for,  and  communicate  proper  t*-   -j 
struction  ?  53 

What  has  been  done  to  diminish  the  current  expenses  of  Prisons  f  V 

What  other  good  effects  have  resulted  from  the  system  of  prison  '■ 

discipline  recommended  and  partially  introduced?  ^ 

What  important  Prisons  in  this  country  remain  unimproved  ?         e 

What  is  the  history  of  the  troubles  in  the  Prison  at  Charlestoum,  ^ 

during  the  last  winter  ?  "I 

What  are  the  future  prospects  of  the  new  Prison  in  Philadelphia!  ^ 

What  misapprehensions  exist  in  Europe  concerning  prison  disci-  tc 
pline  in  America  ?  ; 

What  are  the  great  points  of  difference  and  coincidence,  in  E+   £ 
rope  and  America,  in  regard  to  prison  discipline  ?  T- 

What  is  done  in  foreign  countries,  in  this  department  of  bene*-  '- 
lent  exertion  ?  z- 

What  valuable  documents  on  this  subject  have  been  published  M    T 
America,  during  the  last  year  ?  'fc 

What  funds  have  been  collected,  and  how  have  they  been  appro*  .- 
priated,  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  ? 

wliat  has  been  done  to  prevent  evil  communication  hi  ^ 
Prisons  ?  •         -\. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  important  improvements  have  ^ 
been  made  in  the  construction  of  Prisons.  To  show  how  important  ** 
these  improvements  are,  the  following  fact  may  be  stated  :  When  the  *•* 
operations  of  this  Society  commenced,  about  two  thousand  three  has-  *•«. 
dred  and  twenty  four  convicts,  in  nine  of  the  principal  Prisons  in  this  '*i 
country,  were  lodged,  at  night,  in  about  two  hundred  and  fifteea  *• 
rooms;  i.  e.  on  an  average  more  than  ten  in  a  room.  In  these  night  *; 
rooms  were  taught  the  arts  of  picking  pockets  and  picking  locks ;  of  *. 
burning  houses  and  breaking  stores  ;  of  making  or  procuring  and  cir-  * 
culating  counterfeit  notes  and  coin  ;  of  horse  stealing,  highway  robbery  ;"; 
and  murder.  In  one  word,  without  proceeding  further  in  the  detail,  h 
"  every  right  principle  was  eradicated,  and  every  base  one  instilled.*  fc- 
If  any  persons  are  desirous  to  know  more  on  this  subject,  we  refer  "*- 
them  to  the  First  and  Second  Reports  of  this  Society,  which  contain  * 
the  facts  of  which  we  are  possessed,  so  far  as  it  has  been  deemed  ex*  •- 
pedient  to  publish  them. — How  far  the  remedy  has  been  applied  for  so  i 
great  an  evil  we  proceed  to  show  :  r 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  we  learn  from  Dr.  Rose,  the  keeper,  thit  \ 
authority  has  been  granted  by  the  Legislature,  to  increase  the  number  v- 
of  cells  till  they  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  separate  confinement  of  any  •. 
probable  number  of  convicts.  These  cells  are  in  the  form  of  pits,  en-  ' . 
tered  with  a  small  ladder,  which  is  removed  after  the  convict  has  de»  ,\ 
scended,  through  a  grated  iron  door  from  the  top.    The  area  over  tfaft ,r 

!■ 


so  connected  with  the  guard  room,  as  to  admit  of  sufficient 
after  the  men  are  confined  at  night,  by  proper  vigilance  on 
of  the  watchmen.  When  these  cells  are  sufficiently  increased 
>er,  to  separate  the  convicts,  which  we  understand  will  be  done 
the  present  season,  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the  keepers,  if  evil 
lication  is  not  prevented  at  night.  Till  this  is  done,  the  con- 
ing vices  of  Prisons  will  be  communicated  at  night  in  the  Prison 
ie. 

ew  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  no  provision  has  been  made  for 
confinement  at  night,  and  therefore,  not  only  the  convicts,  but 
suspecting  citizens  must  suffer  the  consequences,  which  will 
iciently  deprecated  by  those  who  suffer  under  them ;  though 
ay  not  trace  the  connexion  between  the  evil  and  the  destructive 
nication  in  the  night  rooms  of  their  State  Prison, 
[assachusetts,  the  new  Prison,  for  which  provision  was  promptly 
>y  the  Legislature,  on  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  more 
to  years  since,  is  now  building  within  the  yard  of  the  Prison  at 
rtown,  and  about  150  cells  of  the  three  hundred,  which  it  will 
t,  are  completed.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
g,  during  the  last  two  months,  which  encourages  the  expects- 
tat  it  will  be  completed,  and  ready  for  the  reception  of  convicts, 
the  ensuing  winter.  If  this  is  not  done,  another  year's  continu- 
f  the  evils  described,  two  years  since,  as  existing  in  the  night 
rf  the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  will  be  an  injury  to  the  convicts, 
the  world,  which  no  time  nor  money  can  repair.  If  any  doubt 
on  this  subject,  let  a  pure  mind  be  placed  un  perceived  by  the 
that  Prison,  where  it  can  see  and  hear  what  is  said  and  done 
its  walls,  in  one  long  winter's  evening,  and  no  doubt  will  then 
.  A  holy  God,  for  twenty  years,  has  been  such  a  witness,  and 
mble  for  ourselves,  as  citizens  of  the  State,  lest  we  shall  be 
partakers  in  the  guilt  of  the  existence  and  unnecessary  continu- 
Fsach  an  evil.  We  earnestly  entreat  the  proper  authorities  to 
this  new  Prison  to  its  completion,  for  we  believe  the  convicts 
Prison,  and  the  good  people  in  the  State,  will  immediately  ex- 
«  the  benefit  of  it,  and  the  God  of  heaven  will  not  be  blas- 
1,  and  the  creatures  of  his  power  prostituted,  and  the  purposes 
mercy  concerning  them  thwarted  as  they  have  been  in  the 
d  night  rooms  of  that  Prison. 

Connecticut,  Newgate  is  abandoned,  the  new  Prison  at  Weth- 
i  is  finished.  The  convicts  were  all  removed  to  it  in  Septem- 
id  placed  at  night  in  the  solitary  cells,  which  are  more  numerous 
ie  present,  or  any  probable  number  of  convicts.  The  stillness 
night  is  preserved  by  a  watchman,  walking  silently  in  front  of 
Is,  and  a  striking  contrast  is  here  found  to  the  oaths  and  blas- 
ts, which  issued  from  the  old  night  rooms  at  Newgate. 
^ew  York,  at  Auburn,  the  cells  are  still  sufficiently  numerous 
rate  the  convicts  at  night ;  though  the  number  of  convicts  has 
ted  to  more  than  five  hundred  and  fifty,  and  should  the  number 
ie  to  increase  as  fast  in  the  coming  year  as  during  the  last 
he  Prison  will  suffer  in  its  character.  The  cause  of  this  rapid 
m  of  convicts,  at  Auburn,  is  not  a  sudden  and  melancholy  \u- 
of  crime ;  but  a  law  of  the  State  authorizing  several  co\xn\ira, 
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which  formerly  sent  their  convicts  to  New  York,  now  to  send  th 
Auburn.  If  this  law  should  continue  in  force,  some  further  pro 
would  be  necessary,  in  this  admirable  Prison,  for  solitary  confin 
at  night,  or  it  will  lose  the  high  character  which  it  now  sc 
sustains. 

At  Sing  Sing,  great  progress  has  been  made  during  the  last 
and  more  than  four  hundred  cells  are  finished.  All  the  coi 
except  the  females,  from  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city, 
been  removed  to  it:  and  though  the  number,  exceeding  five  hui 
is  so  great  as  to  make  it  necessary,  in  a  number  of  cells,  to  c* 
two  in  a  cell,  still  the  progress  in  the  building  is  so  rapid  as  to  pi 
in  all  probability,  on  or  before  the  first  of  August,  a  sufficient  m 
of  cells  for  the  solitary  confinement  at  night,  of  all  the  prisoners 
the  old  State  Prison  in  New  York.  This  is  a  change  so  import 
its  consequences,  that  other  States  besides  New  York  will  f€ 
benefits.  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut,  particularly,  have  1 
suffered  from  the  experienced  villains  trained  for  infamy  in  tr 
State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  who  have  departed  from  it,  i 
capacity  of  horse  thieves,  robbers,  and  counterfeiters,  to  the  s 
ance  and  dismay  of  many  citizens  in  Newark  and  other  places 
vicinity  of  New  York.  The  training  of  men  for  such  a  « 
of  life,  which  was  found  in  the  old  Prison  in  New  York,  * 
greatly  diminished  in  the  solitary  cells  at  Sing  Sing ;  so  th: 
neighborhood  will  suffer  less  from  discharged  convicts;  though  i 
be  expected,  that  enough  will  remain  of  the  evil  to  convince 
Jersey  of  the  importance  of  building  a  Prison,  which  shall  be  a 
of  restraint  and  reformation,  and  not  like  its  present  Prison,  a 
of  vice.  If  New  York  has  a  Prison  like  that  at  Sing  Sing,  wit 
tary  cells,  and  New  Jersey  has  one  like  that  at  Lamberton,  v* 
them,  there  will  be  an  immeasurable  difference  in  the  estimat 
old  convicts  in  favor  of  New  Jersey,  as  a  place  for  their  depred  a 
New  Jersey,  therefore,  will  find  it  necessary  to  build  a  new  Pris 
the  plan  of  that  at  Sing  Sing,  or  become  a  place  of  resort  for  oh 
victs,  who  well  understand  the  difference  between  solitary  confin* 
at  night  and  the  unrestrained  intercourse  of  the  New  Jersey  Pris 

In  the  Penitentiary  at  Bellevue,  on  the  East  River,  near 
York,  no  change  having  been  effected  in  the  night  rooms,  they 
remained  so  crowded,  that  the  convicts  could  not  lie  down  upoi 
floor  without  mingling  their  limbs  in  one  solid  mass;  so  that  the] 
cjan,  who  was  called  to  visit  a  sick  person  in  one  of  the  rooms, 
with  difficulty  find  a  place  for  his  foot  on  the  floor.  Here  the  ji 
ver  was  again  generated  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  winter 
has  raged  ever  since  with  more  malignant  and  fatal  consequencee 
during  either  of  the  two  preceding  years.  A  letter  from  Dr.  J.  W 
the  resident  physician,  addressed  to  the  city  government,  urginj 
necessity  of  the  immediate  removal  of  the  convicts,  and  tracir 
causes  of  the  disease  to  the  crowded  and  filthy  night  rooms,  coi 
an  accurate  statement  of  its  ravages,  not  only  among  convict! 
keepers  and  physicians,  during  the  last  three  years.  The  follow 
an  extract  from  his  letter,  under  date  April  15, 1828 ;  "  the  diseai 
progressively  increased  each  succeeding  winter,  [i.  e.  of  the  thi 
which  he  '      *»*en  connected  with  the  institution.]     During  tr 


lmv  iiuuilt^i  .       aii   uiicv  jta.10,  nine  ikccucio  auu.  v/iic  iirauisti  nave 

he  disease  :  five  of  this  number  have  died.      Of  twelve  physi- 

in  the  establishment,  and  one  attending  physician,  during  the 

entioned,  ten  have  sickened  and  three  have   died."     In  conse- 

ofthe  communication  of  this  loathsome  disease,  as  here  stated, 

the  prisoners,  and  from  the  Prison  to  the  Alms  House  and  Hos~ 

rrangemeuts  are  making  to  remove  the  prisoners,  and  cleanse 

iblishment.     It  is  believed,  that  it  will  be  done  before  this  dis-  W 

all  be  asrain  communicated  with  the  return  of  another  winter,  • 

* crowded  night  rooms  of  the  Penitentiary  at  Belle vue. 

hiladelphia,  the  New  Penitentiary  is  not  yet  occupied ;  nor  has 

rogress  been  made  in  the  building  within  the  last  year.    About 

ndred  cells  were  then  nearly  built;  but  they  are  not  yet  finished, 

•  building  of  no  more  has  been  commenced.  The  difficulty  is, 
-  commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  who  were  appointed  two 
?o  to  examine  the  new  Penitentiaries  in  Philadelphia  and  at 
rg,  and  to  adapt  the  criminal  code  to  the  new  principles  of  pun- 
t  and  prison  discipline,  as  contemplated  in  these  establishments, 
itarv  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  having  spent 
r  in  the  examination  of  the  subject,  and  finding  so  many  doubts 
icnlties  in  the  way  of  adopting  this  system,  asked  for  another 
a*  they  might  be  prepared  either  to  sanction  or  oppose  this 

Another  year  having  been   granted,  and  they,  having  visited 
Penitentiaries,  and  collected   from  this  country  and  Europe, 

*  they  deemed  valuable  in  experience  on  the  subject,  pre- 
0  the  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  a  voluminous  report,  in 
•toy  declare  themselves  decidedly  adverse  to  the  principle  of 
confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  and  do  not  there- 
onimend  the  completion  of  the  New  Penitentiary  near  Phila- 
°n  the  plan  originally  proposed.  They  express  themselves  as 
lj  favorable  to  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  labor  by 
buildings  properly  constructed  for  this  purpose.  _This  is  the 
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in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  is  so  generally  and  decidedly  of 
to  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  that  we  sin 
hope  it  will  be  abandoned  in  Pennsylvania,  the  only  one  of  the  I 
States  in  which  there  is  any  fear  of  its  being  introduced ;  and  tb 
system  recommended  by  the  commissioners,  of  solitary  confinem 
night,  and  joint  and  classified  labor,  will  be  speedily  adopt 
buildings  conveniently  constructed  for  the  purpose,  within  the  wj 
the  New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia.  This  may  now  be  done  wit 
time  and  more  economy  thaoAvould  be  necessary  to  complete  the 
Penitentiary,  on  the  original  plan :  which  is  evident  from  thefollowii 
curate,  but  very  surprising  statement  of  the  commissioners.  The; 
page  57  of  their  Report,  "  as  a  fair  average  of  the  expense  of  a  P 
constructed  on  the  Auburn  plan,  we  may  estimate  the  cost  of  eacl 
at  $220 ;  while  the  expense  of  the  New  Penitentiary  in  Philadel 
independent  of  the  yard  wall,  we  have  estimated  at  the  lowest  am» 
at  about  $1400  per  cell,  making  a  difference  of  eleven  hundred 
eighty  dollars  for  each  cell,  or  the  sum  of  $70  80  per  annum  for 
convict  in  the  Prison.  In  other  words  the  annual  expense  to  the  i 
of  Pennsylvania  of  each  convict  confined  in  the  New  Penitentiar 
the  system  of  solitary  confinement,  will  be  $70  80  cents  greater, 
the  annual  expense  of  each  convict  in  Connecticut,  supposing 
earnings  of  their  labor  to  be  equal  in  each."  This  difference  i 
pense  arises  simply  from  the  difference  ot  interest  on  the  money,  v 
the  cells  cost.  In  view  of  such  facts,  we  have  reason  to  appre 
that  a  long  time  will  elapse  before  thinking  men  will  appro] 
money  to  finish  the  New  Penitentiary  on  the  original  plan,  ' 
another  of  more  generally  approved  construction  can  be  erecte 
less  than  one  sixth  part  of  the  expense.  If  the  change  should  be  i 
as  proposed  by  the  commissioners,  we  should  expect  in  two  yef 
find  all  the  convicts  in  Philadelphia  lodged  in  separate  cells ;  if 
we  fear  a  long  time  will  elapse,  before  the  oppressive  evils  of  the 
nut  street  Prison  will  be  done  away.  In  another  part  of  the  Re 
we  propose  to  give  a  condensed  view  of  the  Report  of  the  cor 
sioners  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  which  will  show  more  clc 
what  are  the  prospects  of  the  New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia. 

The  House  of  Refuge  in  Philadelphia  for  Juvenile  Delinquen 
rapidly  advancing  to  its  completion,  and  will  probably  be  ready  fo 
reception  of  this  class  of  offenders  in  the  course  of  the  present  se 
This  establishment,  when  finished,  will  contain  about  170  dorroii 
for  the  solitary  confinement  at  night  of  juvenile  delinquents  of 
sexes. 

The  foundation  of  the  new  building  in  the  Baltimore  Penitenti 
laid,  for  the  erection  of  which,  provision  has  been  made  by  the  a 
priation  of  $30,000  in  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  and  the  buil 
containing  three  hundred  and  sixty  eight  separate  dormitories, 
probably  be  finished,  during  the  present  season.  The  plan  of 
building  is  peculiar,  and  if  some  improvements  of  which  it  is  sus* 
ble,  and  which  have  been  suggested  to  the  building  committee,  s 
be  adopted,  the  keeper  supposes  that  it  would  be  as  valuable  as  tl 
Auburn. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Charles  Bulfincii, 
architect  of  the  public  buildings  in  Washington,  D.  C.  will  sho 
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le  of  the  new  Penitentiary  in  that  city.  "  I  have  pleasure 
g  you,  that  the  labors  of  the  last  season  have  brought  our 
r  buildings  into  a  state  of  great  forwardness  :  the  principal 
wring  160  cells,  is  roofed  in — the  cells,  built  externally  of 
all  finished :  two  wings  are  also  finished,  including  rooms 
iy  infirmary,  &c.  and  the  wall,  enclosing  three  acres,  is 
}Iete.  A  committee  of  Congress  is  engaged  on  the  subject 
ig  the  penal  laws  to  the  penitentiary  system,  and  I  hope 
II  be  carried  through  this  session." 

9  notice  of  the  new  Penitentiary  in  Washington  city,  we 
atement  concerning  the  improvements  in  the  construction 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  evil  communication — and 
show, 


AS  BEEN  DONE  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  AND  COMMUNICATE  PROPER 
N? 

ifaine  Prison,  a  building  has  been  erected,  containing  a 
dining  hall ;  but  we  have  not  learned,  that  any  thing  has 
ne,  agreeably  to  the  suggestion  of  the  keeper,  to  organize 
chool,  or  to  increase  in  any  way  the  amount  of  instruction 
mmunicated  to  the  convicts.  So  far  as  we  are  informed, 
short  service  on  the  Sabbath ;  but  no  Sabbath  or  evening 
no  morning  and  evening  prayers,  with  reading  of  the 

mt,  a  law  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
ig  one  hundred  dollars,  annually,  in  addition  to  a  like  sum 
ted,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  State  Prison  at  Wind- 
ore  constant  and  systematic  religious  instruction, 
chusetts,  by  the  law  of  February,  1828,  the  chaplain  in  the 
^harlestown,  is  to  receive  five  hundred  dollars  annually, 
&te,  and  to  devote  all  his  time  to  his  appropriate  duties  in 
The  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  who  has  been,  nearly  three 
ain  in  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  has  received  the  appointment 
ecutive  of  Massachusetts,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of 

ccticut,  Moses  C.  Pillsbury,  the  warden  of  the  new 
Wethersfield,  in  addition  to  the  provision,  which  he  makes 
ath  for  public  worship,  regularly  reads  the  scriptures  to  the 
onvicts,  every  morning  and  evening,  and  in  their  behalf, 
;rs  to  the  Father  of  mercies.  lie  is  besides,  faithful  in 
tttionate  in  sickness,  and  lovely  in  his  christian  sympathies 
►se  committed  to  his  care,  without  losing  any  thing  in  his 
successful  attention  to  business,  and  discipline.  He  min- 
ty  and  affection  in  his  government  and  instructions,  so  that 
les  of  obedience  and  affection  flow  almost  spontaneously 
i  from  the  hearts  of  convicts. 

York,  at  Auburn,  Mr.  Curtis,  the  chaplain,  continued, 
ast  year,  to  superintend  the  Sabbath  school,  consisting  of 
s,  taught  by  twenty  students  from  the  Theological  Semina- 
;h  in  his  turn  in  the  chapel ;  to  spend  the  afternoon  of  the 
private  instruction,  and  faithful  admonition  from  cell  to  c*\V, 


to  implore  a  blessing  when  the  convicts  were  assembled  for  breaJkfot  *■ 
and  dinner ;  to  read  the  scriptures  and  offer  prayer  every  evenisf  'r3 
in  the  area  of  the  Prison,  in  front  of  the  cells,  after  the  convicts  "wwt tBt 
locked  up  ;  and  to  visit  the  sick  in  the  hospital,  and  pray  with  tbefl  ^ 
frequently,  if  not  daily.  *~ 

At  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.  the  Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,  the  chaplain,  !*■  ^1 
pursued  a  similar  course  of  instruction,  with  this  difference,  tba.*  ***C2 
Barrett  has  no  Sabbath  school,  preaches  every  Sabbath  himself^  .  "v 
two  religious  services  every  evening  on  each  side  of  the  Priso*1*.  .'  j 
front  of  each  breast  work  of  cells.  The  Legislature,  in  consider****^  ;.T 
of  these  services,   have   authorised   the  commissioners  to  alloW   **^ 


chaplain  three  hundred  dollars  annually  from  the  treasury  of  the 

_____  .  --*-_*_ 

lb* 


In  New  York  city,  the  Rev.  John  Stanford,  the  venerable  ^s.*1*^ 


r<* 


lain  of  the  humane  and  criminal  institutions,  has  continued,  at-  -—*._ 
advanced  age  of  nearly  fourscore  years,  to  fulfil  his  numerous  app*-1^1  . 
ments,  at  the  State  Prison  at  Greenwich,  the  Penitentiary  at  BeIfe~^,^, . 
the  Bridewell  and  Debtors'  Jail. 

At  the  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  New  York,  the  inrr» 
enjoy  the  instructions  of  the  Sabbath  school ;  two  public  religion." 
"vices  in  the  chapel  every  Sabbath ;  morning  and  evening  prayers  e 
day,  with  a  short  and  appropriate  service  after  dinner,  intend 
the  moral  improvement  of  the  children,  together  with  the  paternal, 
constant  care  and  instruction  of  the  superintendent,  who,  like  a  fat 
watches  his  opportunity  to  fulfil  the  pledge  which  he  gave  on  ente 
the  institution,  when  he  said,  "My  dear  children,  I   have  sons 
have  daughters,  and  am  enabled  to  feel  for  you :    and  often  in 
dealings  with  the  children  of  others,  solve  this  question  for  my  ^ 
government,  '  how  should  I  like  my  child  to  be  dealt  with  under 
lar  circumstances  V     This  rule  I  think  shall  govern  me  here." 

In  New  Jersey,  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  Prison  Discipline 
ciety,  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,   have  by  their 
mittee  visited  the  Stale  Prison,  at  Lamberton,  every  Sabbath,  da 
the  past  year,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  for  the  purpose 
conducting  religious   worship;    distributing  tracts,    and   visiting 
convicts,  in  solitary  confinement.      For  the  better  accommodation 
those  engaged  in  this  service,  the  Legislature,  at  their  last  sea 
authorised  the  government  of  the  Prison  to  fit  up  a  spacious  room, 
appropriate  it  for  the  purpose  of  religious  worship.    The  committed 
the  Legislature  in  their  Report  on  the  subject,  respectfully  notice  " 
effort  of  the  Society  to  supply  the  Prison  with  religious  instruction  - 

At  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  a  bible  class  has  been  regularly 
structed,  on  the  Walnut  street  side,   and  a  Sabbath  school,  on 
Prune  street  side,  and  public  worship  has  been  attended  on  the  i 
bath  ;  but  these  things  have  been  done  under  many  disadvantaged 
construction  and  discipline,  and  have  not  been  followed  by  any 
religious  service,  such  as  reading  the  scriptures  and  prayer,  during" 
week. 

In  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  the  ministers  of  the  Methodist 
copal  Church  have  continued  to  sustain  a  religious  service  on 
Sabbath,  both  among  the  male  and  female  convicts,  once  a  day,  d 
the  winter,  and  twice  a  day  during  the  summer.      But  in  a  Ptis©J* 
eoiwtnicted,  where  the  men  and  women,  after  public  worship,  i 
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of  retiring  in  silence  to  their  solitary  cells,  aro  locked  up  in  large 
numbers  together,  and  left  to  their  evil  passions,  their  songs  of 
otaeoity  and  mirth,  or  their  curses  and  imprecations,  resound  from 
tkdr^loomy  walls,  and  the  truth,  which  has  been  dispensed,  is,  as 
has  been  well  said,  like  sparks  on  the  ocean  in  a  storm.  When  the 
new  Prison  is  done,  a  new  order  of  things,  proposed  by  the  keeper, 
till  be  instituted  ;  in  which  the  religious  services  of  the  Sabbath  will 
k  immediately  succeeded  by  solitude  and  reflection,  and  during  the 
week,  if  possible,  by  corresponding  religious  services  morning  and 
•rating.  This  is  a  change  to  which  the  keeper  looks  forward,  with 
«a6dent  expectation  of  good. 

In  the  State  Prison  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  the  synod  of  the  Presby  to- 
wn church,  connected  with  the  general  assembly,  resolved,  in  Octo- 
berjut,  to  appoint  and  support  a  stated  preacher,  and  committed  the 
■hject,  as  we  learn  from  the  Rev.  James  Hooe,  to  the  Board  of  Mis- 
■om,  acting  under  their  authority.  In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  Mr. 
Jajim  Chute,  a  licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Cincinnati,  has  been 

Kted,  and  has  entered  on  his  official  duties.     The  compensation 
i  him  is  $30  per  month.     As  the  synod  have  no  funds,  which 
tof  can  appropriate  to  this  purpose,  they  have  agreed  to  raise  the 
'  MceKary  sum,  as  far  as  practicable,  by  the  personal  subscriptions  of 
the  ministers  who  are  their  members.     This  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
'.  pod,  had  its  origin  in  the  encouragement  which  was  given  to  the 
I*.  Mr*  Hoge,  that  if  something  of  this  kind  could  be  done  in  Ohio, 
fc  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  Boston,  would  probably  assist  by  a 
Wntribution  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually. 
Thus  wc  have  seen  what  has  been  done  to  provide  for  and  commu- 
■Kate  proper  instruction  in  Prisons  during  the  last  year,  and  proceed 
u  proposed,  to  inquire, 

What  has  been  done  to  diminish  the  current  expenses  or 
Itisoxs? 

The  new  Prison,  containing  97  convicts,  at  Wethcrsficld,  Conn,  the 
fetors  say  in  their  Report  to  the  Legislature,  dated  April  10,  IS'^, 
"bi  earned,  for  the  six  months  ending  on  the  31st  of  March,  1S28, 
fcaun  of  *  1,017  1G,  over  and  above  the  expenses  of  its  management 
■dsopport,  which  may  be  considered  as  profits."  In  regard  to  this 
fc  directors  remark,  "  that  the  Prison  commenced  its  operations 
*the?ery  beginning  of  the  cold  season,  and  yet  during  the  short  days 
•* winter  months,  it  has  produced  this  result."  They  add,  "  if  this 
^ttiment  thus  conducted,  under  circumstances  so  unfavorable  can 
•  relied  on,  as  we  believe  it  may,  it  will  at  least  justify  the  opinion, 
fc  no  farther  demands  upon  the  treasury  will  be  necessary  to  sup- 
1*1  the  establishment."  Governor  Tomlinson  says,  in  his  message 
*te  Legislature  at  the  May  Session,  1828,  "  it  is  confidently  believed, 
**the  Prison  will  not,  after  it  shall  have  been  completed  and  furnish- 
4 occasion  any  further  expense  to  the  State.  If  this  anticipation 
*"AI  prove  to  be  correct,  the  saving  to  the  State  will  in  a  short  pe- 
l^enual  the  whole  cost  of  the  establishment;  the  average  annual 
"to**  of  Newgate  Prison,  from  its  establishment  (in  1791,)  to  the  first 
"pApril,  1896,  having  exceeded  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  c'igta 
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dollars ;"  which  amounts  during  the  whole  period,  to  two  hundred  ai 
four  thousand,  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

In  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  the  inspectors  say  in  their  Report 
the  Legislature,  dated  January  5,  1828,  "such  has  been  the  improv 
ment  in  the  earnings  of  the  convicts,  and  such  the  diminution  of  pi 
dons,  we  are  of  opinion  that  no  further  appropriations  will  hereafter  I 
necessary  to  support  this  Prison,  except  for  expenses  of  discharw 
convicts,  the  expenses  of  buildings  and  repairs,  and  the  transports 
of  convicts."  These  items  of  expense,  it  is  obvious,  except  so  far  I 
it  regards  the  repairs  of  buildings,  have  properly  no  connexion  wi( 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Prison.  The'  keeper  of  the  Prison,  Hoi 
G.  Powers,  concurs  in  opinion  with  the  inspectors ;  and  says,  "tin 
such  will  be  the  continued  increase  of  earnings,  that  no  further  appq 
priation  will  ever  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  convicts  in  th| 
Prison,  unless  in  case  of  some  unforeseen  calamity,  against  which  ■ 
foresight  or  prudence  can  guard.11  He  adds,  "it  is  highly  gratifyaj 
to  believe  that  the  period  has  arrived,  when  state  criminals  can  k 
made  to  support  themselves,  while  enduring  the  sentence  of  the  lai 
and  at  the  same  time  be  subjected  to  a  course  of  reformatory  disci 
pline."  The  earnings  of  the  convicts  in  this  Prison,  in  October,  185* 
for  the  month,  were  $2,792  28  cents,  which|being  continued,  at  H 
same  rate  for  one  year,  would  amount  to  $33,307  36.  What  an  il 
measurable  difference  in  the  industry,  which  is  requisite  to  proctt 
such  a  result,  among  550  convicts,  and  the  sloth  and  wretchedness, 
a  Prison,  in  which  labor  has  never  been  introduced,  or  from  which 
is  excluded. 

In  the  new  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  Captain  Lynds  says,  he  "  will  m 
no  greater  privilege  from  the  State,  when  the  Prison  is  done,  than  tl 
earnings  of  the  convicts,  above  every  expense  for  food,  medical  atteo 
ancc,  moral  instruction,  keeping,  &c.  &c.  and  that  he  will  enter  10 
bonds  for  $100,000  to  release  the  State  from  all  further  charges  i 
current  expenses,  in  consideration  of  receiving  the  proceeds  of  t| 
labor  of  the  convicts." 

We  have  been  more  particular  in  this  statement,  because  it  has  be* 
contended,  openly,  that  economy  and  moral  improvement  are  adver 
principles  in  the  government  of  a  Prison ;  than  which,  as  we  believe, 
more  erroneous  sentiment  was  never  advanced,  cither  in  its  applicant 
to  a  Prison,  or  an  individual.  We  have  seen  from  facts,  that  in  thai 
Prisons,  in  which  there  is  the  most  moral  improvment,  there  is  the  lea 
expense,  and  believing  as  we  do,  that  the  enormous  expenses  of  Pefl 
tentiaries  in  past  years,  has  been  the  result  of  odious  and  detestab 
abuses,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know  from  what  motive  a  sentiment  wi 
ever  advanced  so  fraught  with  mischief,  as  this,  that  economy  and  mor 
improvement  are  adverse  principles  in  the  government  of  a  Prisa 
The  State  of  New  York  has  paid,  since  1796,  for  the  support  of  St* 
Prisons,  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars;  Connection 
since  1791,  more  than  $200,000;  and  Massachusetts,  since  1801 
more  than  $300,000.  We  believe  that  moral  improvement  would  hm 
been  adverse  to  such  expenditure,  but  not  to  that  economy,  whk 
would  have  prevented  it;  for  when  we  speak  of  moral  improvemea 
we  take  into  view  the  character  of  those  concerned  in  the  managem 
of  a  Prison,  as  well  aa  that  of  the  convicts ;  and  we  believe  that  m 
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iy,  in  its  ordinary  forms,  without  much  attention  to  improvement, 
rid  have  saved  a  great  part  of  this  enormous  expense.  The  point 
er  consideration  is  one  of  great  importance,  not  only  in  reference 
he  past,  but  to  the  present  and  future ;  for  Penitentiaries  in  past 
re  have  not  only  been  a  great  public  burden,  but  several  are  so 
r,  and  they  may  remain  so,  and  others  may  become  so,  if  the  principle 
ot  well  established,  that  these  institutions  ought  to  support  them- 
res ;  and  with  proper  regard  to  morality  they  may  be  made  to  do  it 
s  well  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts,  that  the  State 
son  at  Charlestown,  involved  the  State  last  year  in  a  debt  of  more 
n  $5,000;  and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  the  fact,  that  it  had  produced 
evenue  during  the  two  preceding  years,  of  more  than  $19,000. 
<  this  singular  fact,  the  Governor  called  the  attention  of  the  Legis- 
ure,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  necessity  of  more  thorough  in- 
Aigation  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  Prison.  Nor  is  Massachusetts 
me,  in  this  dilemma ;  New  Jersey,  also,  is  involved  in  debt,  and  has ' 
en  for  a  course  of  years,  of  from  three  to  seven  thousand  dollars  a 
tr,  for  the  support  of  about  seventy  convicts.  And  Pennsylvania,  for 
e  actual  cost  of  the  old  Walnut  street  Prison,  was  debtor,  in  1820, 
18,467  99:'  in  1821,  $36,876  82:  in  1822,  $44,062  89:  in  1823, 
116,503  42 :  in  1824,  $47,057 ;  in  1825,  $46,695  70 :  making  a 
find  total  of  the  actual  costs  of  that  most  destructive  Prison,  during  6 
are,  from  1819  to  1826,  of  $259,684  15,  from  which  deduct  $80,31 1 
6  the  earnings  of  the  convicts  for  the  same  period,  and  $179,373  30 
main  as  the  absolute  expense.  And  here  again  we  may  be  told,  that 
■oral  improvement  and  economy  are  adverse  principles,  in  the  manage- 
lent  of  a  Prison  ;  but  we  have  seen,  that  while  Massachusetts,  New 
feraey,  and  Pennsylvania,  are  involved  in  debt  by  ^ir  Prisons,  New 
Hampshire  and  Connecticut  find  them  a  source  of  income  ;  and  New 
Fork,  for  the  extensive  Prison  at  Auburn,  has  the  assurance  of  the 
■specters  and  the  keeper,  that  the  Prison  docs  now  and  will  hereafter 
Bpport  itself;  and  for  that  at  Sing  Sing,  the  declaration  of  the  keeper, 
Captain  Lynds,  that  he  will  give  bonds  of  $100,000,  to  keep  the  Prison 
rtin  it  is  finished,  and  defray  every  expense,  in  consideration  of  the 
ibor  of  the  convicts.  How  long  then  shall  it  bo,  before  the  truth  is 
ttaUished,  that  these  institutions  can  and  ought  to  support  themselves  ; 
fefcre  the  absurdity  is  seen,  of  such  a  sentiment  as  the  following, 
bt  economy  and  moral  improvement  are  adverse  principles  in  the 
premment  of  a  Prison. 

What  other  good  effects  have  resulted  from  the  system  of 
1is0n  discipline  recommended  and  partially  introduced? 

To  answer  this  question,  we  will  contrast  Newgate  with  the  new 
rion  at  Wethersfield ;  the  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  with  the 
d  State  Prison  in  New  York  city ;  and  the  condition  of  youth  and 
nldren  in  the  old  Penitentiaries,  with  their  condition  in  the  Houses 
Refuge  in  New  York  and  Boston. 

The  character  of  Newgate  we  give  from  the  notes  of  a  gentleman, 
»  visited  it  in  the  autumn  of  1826.  "  We  found  the  prisoners  more 
ihy  than  any  which  I  had  ever  seen,  except  those  of  the  Jail  in 
afhington  city.     The  night  rooms  were  in  the  same  state,  neaxty  *a 
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in  the  Jieat  of  summer,  when  one  hundred  and  nine  convicts  w 
lodged  in  five  small  rooms.  The. largest  room  was  about  21  feet 
10,  and  6}  feet  high,  with  very  little  ventilation,  and  in  this  r€ 
were  lodged  thirty-two  men.  It  would  have  been  said  by  most  f 
sons,  that  this  number  of  men  could  not  live  in  that  room  a  sin 
night  The'  narrow  space,  the  loathsome  bedding,  the  vermin  wo 
take  life.  Mr.  — — ,  who  had  visited  the  Prison  before,  remari 
with  surprise  the  change  for  the  worse  which  several  of  the  0 
had  undergone,  in  a  single  year,  as  being  greater  than  the  chai 
in  most  men  in  ten  years.  This  was  to  be  attributed  partly  to  the  6 
and  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  and  partly  to  the  treatment 
the  men  in  other  respects.  Our  ears  were  pained  with  the  beating 
a  convict ;  of  which  I  heard  more  in  a  day  at  Newgate,  than  in  a  wc 
at  Auburn.  The  manner,  the  instrument,  the  effect,  were  all  wroi 
If  men  must  be  kept  and  punished  in  this  way,  it  should  be  made 
appear  as  some  excuse  for  it,  that  it  makes  the  men  more  industrk 
and  profitable  to  the  State ;  more  fearful  of  further  punishment,  a 
more  strongly  bent  on  future  good  conduct  But  none  of  these  thii 
were  so.  The  institution  is  more  expensive  to  the  State,  according 
the  number  of  convicts,  than  any  other  of  which  I  have  any  knowledj 
and  the  draught  on  the  treasury,  during  the  last  ten  years,  for  the  si 
port  of  less  than  one  hundred  convicts,  has  exceeded  fitly  thousa 
dollars.  All  this  money,  besides  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  & 
victs,  is  said  to  have  been  appropriated  for  the  improvement  and  si 
port  of  the  institution.  The  books,  however,  arc  in  a  deranged  sta 
and  afforded  to  us  no  satisfaction  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  whi 
the  money  has  been  expended.  We  spent  much  time  in  a  labor* 
investigation,  theAsults  of  which  involved  the  subject  in  greater  di 
culty.  It  appeared  in  the  examination  of  the  books  of  the  supcrintei 
ents  of  the  shops  and  the  clerk,  that  the  labor  of  the  prisoners,  as  tl 
were  then  employed,  taking  a  short  week  in  October,  as  the  basis  of 
calculation,  ought  to  be  about  $9,332  40  annually.  The  whole 
pense  of  the  institution,  about  $8,500  annually.  While  the  drau^ 
en  the  treasury  of  the  State,  for  seven  years,  had  been,  on  an  averse 
nearly  $8,000  annually.  These  results  appeared  to  us  inexplicat 
At  least  it  appeared  inexcusable,  that  there  were  no  books  and  reco» 
to  explain  so  great  a  mystery,  in  the  management  of  a  public  insti 
tion.  If  the  transactions  have  not  been  fraudulent,  it  appears  that  ' 
system  of  discipline  and  the  management  have  not  been  favorable? 
industry  and  economy.  The  effect  of  such  treatment  on  the  tempe  i 
the  convicts  is  not  less  injurious  than  on  the  other  important  inters 
of  the  institution.  We  found  in -many,  a  deep  rooted  and  settled  maJ 
nity,  growing  out  of  the  treatment  they  had  received.  We  found,  al 
many  recommitments,  some  for  the  third,  and  one  for  the  fourth  tins 
showing  that  the  effect  of  such  treatment  is  not  the  reformation  of  f 
convict.  In  support  of  this  position,  it  should  be  added,  that  the  pi 
oners  fron  Newgate  are  found  in  numerous  instances  in  other  Prbooj 
It  has  already  been  said,  and  we  repeat  it  with  unspeakable  joy,  tl 
Newgate  is  abandoned,  the  new  Prison  at  Wethersfield  is  finil 
ed,  and  the  convicts  were  all  removed  to  it  in  September  last  T 
character  of  the  new  Prison,  we  will  now  give  in  the  language  of  t 
inspectors  of  the  Prison,,  and  the  Governor  of  the  State,  from  offic 
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docaneots  recently  submitted  to  the  Legislature.  The  inspectors, 
Mean.  John  Russ,  Martin  Welles,  and  Joiin  S.  Peters,  say, 
nder  date  April  10,  1828: 

"farious  to  the  removal  of  the  whole?  number  of  prisoners,  we  had  appointed 
C.  Pillsbury,  Esq.  formerly  warden  of  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  to  bo 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison.    In  selecting  him  for  the  situation,  wo 
fcfcwd,  as  we  believed,  the   decided  expression  of   public  opinion.    We  con- 
~  gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the  State,  who  with  entire  unanimity  con- 
wtth  us  in  .the  opinion,  that  we  should  be  most  fortunate,  if  we  were  able  to 
far  the  State  the  services  of  Mr.  Pillsbury.    The  result,  so  far,  has  not  disap- 
I  our  expectations. 
■The  principles  of  the  system  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  Prison,  are  as 
i  aid  simple  as  possible. 

"Al  communication  between  the  prisoners,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  night 
tkv,  b  prohibited.  We  believe  this  point  has  to  every  purpose  of  practical  utility 
■fafly  attained ;  and  the  public  may  rest  assured,  that  while  the  present  vigilance 
hafcrvid,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  any  convict  should  leave  the  Prison,  debased 
thfcieourse  with  other  and  more  accomplished  felons. 

kKo  watchman  is  allowed  to  hold  any  conversation  with  a  prisoner  except  to 

him  in  his  labor.     No  prisoner  is  permitted  to  have  in  his  possession  any 

By  these  measures,  it  is  hoped,  that  all  the  means  of  corrupting  or  seducing 

ii  from  their  duty  will  be  removed. 

•The  u«e  of  ardent  spirits,  at  or  about  the  Prison,  except  on  the  prescription  of 

u  physician,  is  prohibited ;    and  all  persons  employed  there  are  required  by  the 

of  their  contract,  to  abstain  from  their  use  during  the  period  of  their  eniploy- 

"Byliw,  the  warden  may  punish  the  prisoners  by  whipping,  not  exceeding  ten 
i^ti  We  arc  happy  to  say,  that  since  the  warden  lias  taken  charge  of  the  institu- 
■i.  torpore:U  punishment  has  not  been  inflicted  in  any  case,  and  the  subordinate 
"■mire  not  allowed  to  strike  a  man,  except  in  self  defence. 

■Vbeathe  prisoners  were  removed  from  Newgate,  irons  were  found  upon  many 
•"km,  which  they  had  constantly  worn.  These  have  been  from  time  to  time  rc- 
>»ri,  v  the  appearance  or  conduct  of  the  men  would  seem  to  justify ;  and  for 
**)  months,  no  prisoner  has  been  in  iron*.  It  has  been  our  earnest  endeavor,  and 
■•respect  our  wishes  have  been  faithfully  seconded  by  Hie  warden,  to  substitute, 
*  at  treatment  of  these  men,  so  far  as  it  should  be  practicable,  the  law  of  kindness 
■«  of  severity.  An  exact  and  ritjid  discipline  has  been  established,  to  which  all 
■*  own  compelled  to  submit,  and  to  which  all  have  submitted  with  a  promptness 
■wfioew,  a*  gratifying  as  it  was  unexpected. 

*  A*  it  respect*  the  mor.il  condition  of  the  men,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  express  our 
J***  thit  it  is  far  more  favorable,  than  the  most  ardent  friend  of  the  new  inslitu- 
■bd  reason  to  anticipate.     For  many  months,  there  has  been  manifested  an  ap- 


of  mbmission  and  subdued  feeling,  deep  sensibility,  earnest  attention  to 
_,  instruction,  and  entire  and  even  cheerful  obedience  to  every  regulation. 
Pj'^has  been  unwearied  in  his  exertions  (and  we  say  this  with  a  deep  feel- 
■1*  their  value  and  usefulness)  to  instruct  and  reclaim  these  men,  and  to  restore 
tatoiociety  at  the  expiration  of  their  sentence  as  sound  and  safe  men." 

Gwernor  Tomlinson  confirms  these  statements  as  follows  : 

"The  warden,  appointed  by  the  directors  of  the  Prison,  is  peculiarly  qualified  to 
**"»  the  imjiortant  duties  of  his  station,  and  his  labors  have  been  followed  by 
■■tatfaii«factory  results.  The  police  of  the  Prison  tends  alike  to  meliorate  the 
*jj^°n  of  the  prisoners;  to  effect  their  reformation;  to  prevent  the  commission  of 
5j**f  md  to  promote  the  security  of  the  community.  Its  discipline  is  strict  but 
JJ*-  Each  prisoner  is  subject  to  the  salutary  restraints  cf  constant  inspection ; 
■"*  all |  conversation,  except  with  his  immediate  keeper ;  absolutely  excluded  from 
*B*1  intercourse,  and  prohibited  even  to  see  a  visitor,  unless  in  the"  presence  of 
of  the  institution.  When  not  employed  in  labor,  each  convict  is  confined 
irjfcll,  where  he  eats  his  food,  with  which  he  is  adequately  supplied.  Tho 
k  allowed  the  prisoner,  when  in  health,  is  water.  It  is  gratifying  to  know, 
^■wr  this  regimen,  the  appearance  and  vigour  of  the  convicts  have  obviously 
5**ed.  notwithstanding  the  habits  of  intemperance  which  probably  led  maw?  of 
*■  to  tbe  perpetration  of  tho  crimes,  that  have  rendered  necessary  their  aecAuavou 


22 


G. 

Forgery 

v«  lerCOUy. 

Manslaughter, 
Glaroear. 

da 

da 

da 

da 
Manslaughter 

Assaultte 

Ck  money. 
Forgery. 
Ct  money. 
Forgery. 
Burglary. 
Q.  larceny. 
Ct  money. 
Perjury. 
G.  larceny, 
da 


Bigamy. 
BreeJdni 


HitUU.        Orimi. 

ica 

LW. 
W.  M.E 
G.  M. 
A.  & 
A.  P. 
E.R. 

at 
&aa 
j.  a/ 

G.F. 
RH. 
J.  M.C. 
J.  H. 
J.  C. 
RH. 
J.  8. 
J.  K. 
W.  P. 
J.R 
B.Q 
J.  L. 
S.  A. 
&& 
P.  D. 
T.  H. 
F.  Y. 
A.  P. 
J.  V. 
CD. 
N.  B, 
W.  & 
D.L. 
L.8.B. 
J.  K. 
O.  a  R 
D.H. 

H.a 

A.  A. 

J.  T. 
A.M.D. 
H.  R. 
J.  R. 

T.  M. 
A.  a 
J.  H. 
A.  H. 

R.R. 
B.N. 

aa 
aa 

Indiaa 
F.O. 

aw. 

P.  H. 

j.  a 

R.F. 

p.cx 

L.L. 
J.  P.  c. 

a  m. 

J.  w. 

aa  r. 
a  d.  a 
aa 
j.  w. 
a  d. 
w.  a 
aa 

J.  T. 
A.  V.  T. 
J.K. 

j.  a 

L.W.  M 

ac 
j.  p. 
j.  p. 

A.  p. 

j.  p. 
j.ita 

A.H. 


inf  jaiL 


O.  laroeny. 
Forfeiy. 

da 
O.  larceoy. 
Forfery. 
G.  larceoy. 
Aiding  e~ 
Forgery. 
G.  laroeny. 
Perjury. 
Ct  money. 
Forgery. 
Perjury. 
Ok  money. 

da 
G.  larceny. 

da 
Forgery. 
Ok  money. 
Feriury. 

G.  larceny. 

da 

da 

da 
Forgery. 
Ck  money. 
G.  larceny. 
Ck  money. 
Forgery. 
G.  laroeny. 
Forgery. 
Perjury. 
G.  laroeny. 
Anon. 
Ct  money. 

da 
Breaking  jaiL 
Ck  money. 

do. 
A*,  to  raps. 
Ck  money. 
Forgery. 

da 
Barglary. 
G.  laroeny. 

da 
Perjury. 
Forgery. 
Perjury. 
Ak  to  rape. 
Perjury. 
Ck  money. 
G.  larceny. 

da 

da 


Not  knows. 

Bad. 

Old  convict 

Habits  bad. 

Not  koowa 

Intemperate. 

da  * 
Very  bad. 
Intemperate. 

Suspicious. 
Not  known. 

da 
Dissipated. 
Thievish, 
Notthebeek 
Suspected. 
Intemperata 
Unsteady. 
Good. 
Drunkard. 
Not  known. 

da 
Dishonest 

Dissipated. 

Bad. 

Indolenk 

Not  known. 

Bather  loose. 

Not  very  good. 

Not  known. 

Intemperata 

Uneteady. 

Intemperata 

Character  good. 

Simple. 

Dissipated. 

Bad. 

Intemperata 

Not  good. 

Not  known. 

Bad. 

Not  known. 

Notthebeek 

Not  known. 

Intemperata 

Not  known. 

Bad. 

Not  known. 

Not  described. 

Vicious. 

Dishonest 

Bad. 

Simple. 

Very  bad. 

Intemperata 

Not  specified. 

Very  bad. 

Good. 

Not  deecribed. 

da 
Intemperate. 
Habits  bad. 
Not  deecribed. 
Respectable. 
Very  bad. 
Intemperata 
Habits  bad. 
Not  very  good. 
Not  known. 
A  bad  man. 
Dangerous  roan. 
Not  described. 
Intemperate. 
Not  described. 
Not  very  bad. 
Very  vicious. 
Not  described. 
Worthless, 


SfasM  dteunev'fta 

Honest,  fair  rhnracfrtr. 
Bad. 


Not  improved. 
Nothing  improper. 
Character  good, 
da 
da 
In  Jail  for  larceny. 
Much  improved. 
Sober,  discreet  man. 
Industrious  and  honest 
Character  and  conduct  good. 
Very  respoctabla 
Steady  and  industrious. 
Entirely  reformed. 
Respectable  and  pious. 
Good  moral  character. 
Temperate  and  industrious. 
Behaves  well. 

da 
No  wise  altered. 
Habits  good. 

More  industrious  and  sober. 
Conduct  honest  and  upright 
Reformation  appears  real 
Thoroughly  reformed. 
Well  esteemed. 
Conduct  very  good. 
Good  inhabitant 
Good,  to  a  proverb. 
Behaves  with  strict  propriety. 
An  honest,  industrious  man. 
Perfectly  regular. 
Sustains  a  fair  character. 
Manifest  reformation. 
Industrious  and  thriftv. 
Honesty  not  suspected. 
Reformed. 
Intemperata 

do. 
No  bad  habits. 
Character  good. 
Continues  bad. 
Decent,  sober  man. 
Neighbors  speak  well  of  him. 
Nothing  against  him. 
Deranged. 
A  good  citizen. 
Rather  improved. 
Exemplary. 
Behaves  much  better. 
A  wholesome  citizen. 
A  good  citizen. 
Behaves  very  well. 

da  da 

Is  bad  still. 

Steady  and  industrious. 
Doing  well. 

Has  the  confidence  of  conuntu 
Much  respected. 
Steady,  and  industrious. 
Very  good. 
Much  reformed. 
Much  as  before. 
Reformed. 
Suspicious. 
Habits  good. 

Intemperate  and  thievish. 
Improved. 
Conduct  good. 
Industrious  and  thriving. 
Much  improved. 
Dishonest  yet 
Good  citizen. 
Behaves  much  better. 
Much  improved. 
Character  good. 
Much  reformed. 

da 
Worthless  still. 


N 
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ik 
1 


L 
a 


& 
I 

F. 


,1 


Burglary. 
CLaxmev. 
Braaiinf  jmiL 
Ot  wo— y. 
G.  lareonj. 
Forgery. 

G.  krcany. 
Ct  mooey. 
Ferfery. 
Ct  mooey. 
Forgery. 
Perjury. 
Ct  money. 
Purjury. 
Ct  money. 

do. 
0.  larceny. 

do. 
Parjury. 
C  larceny. 
Forgery. 
Fermry. 
6.  larceny. 
Ct  money. 

do. 

do. 
Perjury. 
Forgery. 
Perjury. 
G.  larceny. 

dp. 
Ct  money. 
G.  hreeny. 

do. 
Ct  money. 
G.  larceny. 
Ct  money. 


£s/#rs  centkf ten. 

Not  described. 
Generally  good. 
Vicious. 
Intemperate. 
Not  known. 
Vicious. 
Good. 
Unsteady. 
Not  deeeribed. 
Very  bad. 


Not  known. 

Very  good. 

Not  known. 

Not  very  good. 

Not  very  bad. 

Bad. 

Idle. 

Not  given. 

Very  bad. 

Extremely  bad. 

Irregular. 

A  prodent  man. 

Rode. 

Not  deeeribed. 

do. 

do. 
Not  known. 
Intemperate. 
Not  known. 
Very  bad. 
Old  offender. 
Not  known. 

do. 
Very  vicious. 
Not  known. 
Intemperate. 
Not  known. 
Not  stated. 


Sins* 

Conducts  well. 
A  trast-worthy  man. 
A  pretty  (air  character. 
Habits  much  improved. 
Honest  and  industrious. 
Not  altered. 
Good. 

Character  good. 
Greatly  improved. 
Considerably  improved. 
Remarkably  industrious. 
In  Prison. 
Very  good. 
Stimulates  too  bif  a. 
Steady  and  industrious. 
Altered  for  the  better. 
Still  bad. 
Greatly  improved. 
No  reformation. 
Inoffensive. 
Intemperate. 
Attentive  to  business. 
Good  character. 
Much  reformed. 
Much  improved. 

do.        do. 

da        da 
Not  a  very  bad  man. 
Conduct  correct 
Dissipated. 
Habits  good. 
Habits  bad. 
Thievish.  • 
Till  of  late,  very  good. 
In  Prison. 
Well  esteemed. 
Steady,  industrious. 
Habits  good. 
A  good  man. 


April,  1885. 
Aug.  1893. 
April,  1896. 
June,  1896. 
Oct.  1896. 
Dec.  1896. 
April,  1895. 
April,  1894. 
May,  1899. 
Feby.  1894. 
Aug.  1896. 
Sept  1893. 
Dec.  1885. 
Sept  1894. 
Feby.  1894. 
Mar.  1895. 
June,  1896. 
Dee.  1890. 
Feby.  1896. 
Feby.  1894. 
Jany.  1835. 
Dec.  1894. 
Aug.  1895. 
Sent  1895. 
Jany.  1893. 
May,  1895. 
May,  1895. 
Aug.  1896. 
Sept.  1893. 
June,  1895. 
April,  1894. 
Auf.  1893. 
April,  1896. 
Feby.  1896. 
Dee.  1891. 
Mar.  1890. 
April,  1896. 
Nov.  1895. 
Auf.  1891. 


Xthe  number  contained  in  the  above  table,  which  amounts  to  160, 
I  kindred  and  twelve  are  described  as  decidedly  steady  and  indus- 
tt,  or  very  greatly  improved  ;  12  as  somewhat  reformed ;  2  as  not 
til  improved  ;  4  with  respect  to  whom  nothing  very  particular  was 
*n,  but  nothing  unfavorable  ;  2  as  rather  suspicious  characters ;  2 
tanged ;  and  26  as  decidedly  bad.  Thus  it  appears  that  the 
Oof  reformation  are  as  encouraging  at  Auburn,  as  the  cases  of 
fcwnittal  are  discouraging  in  New  York.  We  have  finished  the 
Mftt  in  regard  to  discipline,  health,  expense,  recommittals,  and 
Mi  of  reformation,  in  these  Prisons. 

ite  now  the  contrast  between  the  condition  of  youth  and  children 
kfc  old  Penitentiaries,  and  their  condition  in  the  Houses  of  Refuge 
■fa  York  and  Boston.  Their  condition  in  the  old  Penitentiaries 
N*  be  fuUy  described ;  because  a  part  only  of  what  they  have 
'  is  known,  and  a  part  only  of  what  is  known  concerning 

'■pry  which  they  have  suffered,  can  with  propriety  be  published. 

^circumstances,  however,  of  their  situation  before  and  after  con- 

t*nt,  may  be  mentioned,  sufficient  to  form  one  part  of  the  con- 
Tbey  may  have  had  no  parents,  and  no  guardian  or  family 
to  provide  for  them  and  send  them  to  school ;  or  they  may  have 
**n  intemperate  father ;  or,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  an  intempe- 
Mther  and  mother,  and  have  been  the  objects  of  their  cruelty, 
ty  may  have  been  persuaded  or  bribed  in  these  circumstances  of 
tttod  suffering,  to  steal ;  6x  they  may  have  been  driven  to  a  course 
fee  by  hunger  and  nakedness.    Tbey  may  never  have  been  taught 


24 

the  moral  law,  and  never  had  an  example  before  them  to  prove 
value  of  good  conduct.  The  first  thing  they  saw,  when  they  ope 
their  eyes  upon  the  world,  was  some  form  of  vice ;  the  first  thing  - 
heard,  the  voice  of  anger  and  contention.  There  was  no  bible  im 
house,  no  place  of  prayer,  no  regular  time  in  which  to  receive  « 
daily  bread.  If  they  were  sent  out  to  beg,  they  received  on  theii 
turn  less  than  enough  to  satisfy  their  hunger,  or  when  they  came  hi 
found  their  parents  drunk,  or  the  father  drunk  and  the  mother  a  vi« 
of  his  brutal  force,  and  themselves  exposed  as  soon  as  they  entered 
house  to  the  same  treatment.  Under  these  and  similar  circumstan 
which  are  not  of  frequent  recurrence  in  the  country,  but  very  frecji 
in  our  large  cities,  these  children  and  youth  have  been  trained,  till  1 
were  arrested  and  committed  to  Prison.  To  prove  that  this  is 
fancy,  we  give  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Society  for  the  . 
vention  of  Pauperism  in  New  York,  in  which  the  House  of  Refuge 
its  origin.  The  Report  from  which  we  make  the  extract,  was  wri 
with  great  ability  by  the  lamented  Charles  G.  Haines,  Esq.  b 
short  time  before  the  Refuge  was  built,  and  contributed  probably  a 
than  all  other  documents,  to  the  existence  of  this,  first  of  the  kind, 
most  useful  establishment.  The  Report,  speaking  of  juvenile  d« 
quents,  before  their  conviction,  has  the  following  language. 

"  In  most  instances  they  have  no  inveterate  habits  to  extirpate.  No  n 
standard  of  conduct  has  been  placed  before  their  eyes.  No  faithful  parent 
watched  over  them  and  restrained  their  vicious  propensities.  Their  lives  ex 
a  series  of  aberrations  from  regularity,  a  train  of  accidents  that  has  rendered  1 
the  victims  of  temptation  and  the  sport  of  adversity.  They  have  been  sent 
place  to  place,  subsisted  by  precarious  means,  or  been  left  to  combat  with  pov 
want,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons,  by  the  exercise  of  their  own  ingea 
Every  thing  about  them  has  been  various  and  unsettled,  and  in  the  unfortt 
hour  of  temptation,  while  under  the  pressure  of  want,  or  when  seduced  intc 
giddy  vortex  of  depraved  passions,  they  have  offended  against  the  laws  and 
sentenced  to  the  State  Prison.  There  arc  exceptions  to  these  remarks  in  » 
solitary  instances  of  premature  and  settled  baseness  ;  but  this  view  has  a  vers 
tensive  application  to  the  cases  of  juvenile  offenders  in  our  large  towns  and  c 
In  the  interior  it  is  very  rare  that  boys  are  indicted  for  crimes." 

These  remarks  are  applicable  to  juvenile  delinquents  before  « 
viction.     What  was  their  condition  in  the  old  Penitentiaries  ?     la 
language  of  the  same  valuable  Report,  by  Col.  Haines  ; 

"  Whoever  has  entered  these  abodes,  has  seen  youth  of  various  ages,  from  : 
teen  to  twenty  years  old,  wearing  away  a  portion  of  the  brightest  and  most  pre* 
period  of  their  existence  among  felons  of  the  most  abandoned  description,  wit 
the  means  of  improving.  It  is  impossible  that  they  should  not  come  forth  prep 
for  evil  deeds.  The  worst  examples  are  constantly  before  their  eyes.  Moral  i 
ridiculed  ;  honesty  is  despised,  and  vice  is  set  off  with  every  attraction  that 
dened  guilt  can  suggest."  Again,  «•  Our  Penitentiaries  are  so  many  schools  of 
they  are  so  many  seminaries  to  impart  lessons  and  maxims,  calculated  to  bfl 
legal  restraints,  moral  consideration,  pride  of  character,  and  self-regard.  They 
their  watch- words,  their  technical  terms,  their  peculiar  language,  and  their  cb 
and  objects  of  emulation.  Let  us  ask  any  sagacious  observer  of  human  na 
acquainted  with  the  internal  police  of  our  Penitentiaries,  to  suggest  a  school,  w 
the  commitment  of  the  most  pernicious  crimes  could  be  taught  with  the  most  ef 
could  he  select  a  plan  more  fertile  in  the  most  pernicious  results,  than  the  ii 
criminate  society  of  knaves  and  villains  of  all  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt."  "  1 
are  nurseries  of  crime  where  the  convict  is  furnished  with  the  expedients  and  f 
of  guilt,  and  with  his  invention  sharpened,  he  is  let  loose  upon  society,  in  a  tei 
degree  a  more  daring,  desperate,  and  effective  villain." 
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Stch  were  the  places  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  in 
wkich,  fiom  three  to  five  hundred  youth  were  a  few  years  since,  an- 
;  noaUj  in  a  course  of  instruction  for  a  life  of  infamy.  But  the  scene 
ii  reversed.  In  proof  of  this  we  give  a  true  description  of  the  House 
of  Reformation  at  South  Boston,  from  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser, 
ittch  we  understand  was  written  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  Massa- 
ckuette. 

"The  writer  of  this  having  visited  by  invitation  of  the  Directors,  the  Institution 
/fcr  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Offenders ,  at  South  Boston,  was  so  struck  with 
itidminble  management  and  the  practical  results  of  the  system,  that  he  cannot 
« i  deiire  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be 
(Mtenuiced  and  cherished  as  one  of  the  most  important  and  useful  establishments 
rfowland. 

Without  seeing  its  operation,  the  very  nature  and  objects  of  the  system  will  con- 
4kg  any  one  that  if  its  practical  execution  should  equal  its  theoretical  merits,  it 
Mbiveamost  favorable  effect  on  the  morals  and  character  of  the  community. 
Ik  youth  of  populous  cities  are  peculiarly  exposed  to  crime,  many  of  them  are 
tat  driven  to  it  by  necessity.  A  portion  of  them  are  without  parents  or  natural 
fafc;  others  are  in  a  still  worse  condition,  having  parents  who  by  precept  and 
■Mple  encourage  them  in  vicious  courses  ?  and  some,  perhaps  not  a  few,  are  the 
J*wient3  of  more  guilty  fathers  and  mothers,  who  profit  of  the  depredation  com- 
Ad  by  their  children. 

fteae  unhappy  little  victims  of  neglect,  or  shameful  abuse  of  authority,  are  hardly 
pr  subjects  of  punishment — their  offences  are  not  their  own — they  have  never 
■•  taught  the  laws  of  God  or  man,  or  if  they  have,  it  has  been  only  that  they  may 
■petEem. 

■  wy  punishment  should  be  inflicted,  the  rod  of  the  master  would  be  more  suita- 
■fcw  the  Prison  where  their  bodies  and  minds  will  be  equally  cramped,  and  be- 
Jte  incapable  of  any  change  but  that  of  distortion  and  disease.  What  more  terri- 
j»  ftaa  to  immure  in  the  physically  and  morally  foul  apartments  of  a  jail,  a  child  of 
^or  ten  years  of  age,  without  means  of  instruction  or  information,  and  then  to 
Jten  info  the  world  with  an  atmosphere  about  him  which  will  repel  every  thing 
■W  to  purify  his  body  or  his  soul !  Is  it  not  certain  that  such  an  outcast  will  return 
y»  wallowing,  and  accumulate  filth  and  crime,  till  he  has  become  fit  for  the*State 
'*»  or  the  gallows  ? 

B«w  deeply  does  it  concern  the  community  to  take  these  little  creatures  by  the 
Jjji  when  they  shall  have  committed  the  first  offence — withdraw  them  from  con- 
■JJMiiofn  and  guilt — provide  the  means  of  industry  and  education — soften  their 
•to  to  the  reception  of  moral  and  religious  truth — and  gradually,  by  gentle  treat- 
**t  Mid  wholesome  discipline,  lure  them  into  habits  of  order,  truth,  and  honesty.  Is 
;P*  My  greater  duty  in  a  Christian  country  than  this?  Is  it  not  plucking  brands 
*  tie  burning,  and  saving  souls  from  death  ?  Is  it  not  the  cheapest  and  the  best 
Jjtf  pre^rving  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  community,  and  guarding  the 
"■J1  of  industry. 

Htf  an  hundred  vagrant  boys  and  girls,  thrown  into  the  streets  of  a  city  to  beg 
fj'taj,  one  half  the  number  shall  be  taught  to  abhor  the  ways  of  sin,  and  become 
■?■.  industrious,  useful  citizens  is  not  more  good  done  than  if,  after  a  long  course 
•Mipcy  and  crime,  they  should  all  come  to  the  gallows  ?  Surely  the  public 
*1  be  alive  to  this  subject — and  it  is  matter  of  astonishment  that  until  within  a 
^•rtwo,  no  measures  have  been  taken  to  look  into  this  great  affair,  and  adopt 
jS'fr  which  shall  lessen  if  not  cure  the  enormous  evil  of  juvenile  punishment 

■Jw  reformation. 

**» thanks  to  the  wise  and  vigilant  administration  of  our  City  Government,  a  sys- 
*"  now  established,  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature,  which  promises  a  certain  and 
•afcd  cure. 

'who  every  officer  of  our  Government,  every  member  of  our  Legislature,  and 
*U intelligent  citizen  of  Boston,  could  have  been  present  at  the  scene  which  I 
■J  whne?«cd  at  South  Boston. 

"e  first  «aw  the  boys,  in  the  whole  about  90,  distributed  in  groups  in  different 
yjftoent*,  all  diligently  employed  in  some  useful  handicraft — cheerful  and  busy,  in 
■*  working  clothes,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  one  of  their  number  who 
J*J*  monitor.  The  girls,  about.  15,  were  at  work  by  themselves,  under  a  woman, 
■foiag  them  to  §tw.    After  a  walk  about  the  grounds,  we  returned  to  the  \\ovm, 
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and  found  all  the  boys  with  their  frugal  drew  suits  on,  ready  for  examination 
superintendent — they  marched  into  the  school-room  in  military  order,  like  yoi 
emits — perfectly  clean,  and  in  a  plain  uniform,  made  at  the  house,  consistii 
jockey,  blue  jacket  and  white  trowsers,  the  cost  of  a  suit  being  but  one  dollar 

In  this  examination,  I  could  see  nothing  different  from  what  takes  place 
common  schools.  In  geography,  grammar,  minor  arithmetic,  they  seemed  to 
answer  as  well — in  the  elements  of  religion  and  morals  they  appeared  to  hav 
instructed.  They  followed  the  master  in  one  or  two  simple  hymns,  in  a  low 
literally  making  a  concord  of  sweet  sounds.  And  at  a  signal  they  fell  upoi 
knees  in  the  most  perfect  order,  and*  made  regular  responses  to  a  part  of  the 
service  performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wells,  of  the  Episcopal  clergy,  who  is  insl 
task  master,  chaplain,  every  thing  in  this  most  interesting  establishment.  An 
never  was  a  man  whom  gentleness,  firmness,  zeal,  and  enthusiasm  in  a  good 
better  qualified  to  do  this  great  service  to  the  public. 

After  this,  we  resorted  to  the  gymnasium,  and  sure  I  am  that  no  boys  fr 
best  schools  in  our  city  could  have  shown  more  heart  in  their  merry  gamh 
that  after  this  scene,  and  seeing  them  at  table  with  their  generous  and  who 
food,  which  they  attacked  as  boys  should  do,  it  was  apparent  that  this  mighty  < 
in  their  condition  was  produced  without  any  of  that  austerity  which  sometim 
in  the  attempt  to  cure. 

I  came  away  delighted  with  this — Prison  shall  I  call  it  ?  No— school  of  it 
tion,  for  such  it  is,  and  ought  to  be  for  such  subjects. 

Here  is  practical  ground  to  go  upon — vice  is  checked  in  the  bud — the  tend* 
is  straitened,  and  grows  into  a  tree,  and  will  bear  fruit,  possibly  even  an  b 
ibid— crime  is  forgotten — a  new  nature  is  formed,  or  new  habits  created,  ac 
much  mistaken  if  society  does  not  feel  the  benefit  in  the  diminution  of  often 
I  am  not  so  sanguine  as  to  suppose  that  every  one  of  these  reclaimed  young  i 
will  continue  in  the  ways  of  well  doing,  when  allowed  to  go  out  at  large — b 
believe  that  as  many  will  go  from  this  school  to  the  workshop,  the  shrouds, 
plough,  with  as  good  disposition  and  as  honest  hearts,  as  will  (of  the  same  < 
boys)  from  .any  other  school. 

Persevere,  then,  fathers  of  the  city,  in  maintaining  this  holy  refuge  from 
and  other  destruction — and  you,  the  teacher,  guardian,  father  of  this  once  wr 
now  happy  family  of  children,  rest  not  from  your  labors  in  this  glorious  vii 
for  verily  you  shall  have  your  reward. 

The  whole  number  of  subjects  received  into  the  institution 
described,  from  its  commencement,  Sept.  20,  1826,  to  April  30, 
was  143  :  of  whom  26  were  girls.  Of  the  whole  number  receiw 
have  been  apprenticed ;  from  nearly  all  of  whom  favorable  r< 
have  been  received  : — and  not  one  of  the  whole  number  receive 
died. 

Of  the  House  of  Reform,  the  Hon.  Edward  Livingston  rer 

"  To  argue  the  utility,  or  to  descant  on  the  humanity  of  this  establishmen 
demonstrating  its  justice,  would  be  a  useless  task.  Every  mind  that  has  inv« 
the  causes  and  progress  of  crime,  must  acknowledge  the  one ;  every  ben 
heart  must  feel  the  other.  And  even  economy,  cold  calculating  econom; 
stating  the  amount  in  dollars  and  cents,  must  confess  that  this  is  a  money 
institution. 

"  If  it  is  wise  to  prevent  a  hundred  atrocious  crimes,  by  removing  the  opji 
of  a  venial  fault  and  substituting  instruction  for  punishment ;  if  it  is  the  highe 
cies  of  humanity  to  relieve  from  the  miseries  of  vice  and  the  degradation  of 
to  extend  the  operation  of  charity  to  the  mind ;  and  snatch  with  its  angel  an 
cence  from  seduction ;  if  it  be  a  saving  to  society  to  support  an  infant  fo 
years  at  school,  and  there  by  avoiding  the  charge  of  the  depredations  of  a  fe 
the  rest  of  his  life,  and  the  expense  of  his  future  conviction  and  confinement 
is  the  school  of  Reform,  a  wise,  a  humane,  and  an  economical  institution. 

"  In  the  city  of  New  York,  there  is  an  establishment  of  this  kind,  which  ca 
be  visited  but  with  unmixed  emotion  of  intellectual  pleasure.  It  now  conta 
hundred  and  twenty  five  boys  and  twenty  nine  girls,  for  the  most  part  1 
cheerful,  intelligent,  industrious,  orderly,  and  obedient ;  animated  with  certai 
pect  of  becoming  useful  members  of  society,  who,  but  for  this  establishmen 
still  have  been  suffering  under  the  accumulated  evils  attendant  on  poverfr 
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i»  and  the  lowest  depravity,  with  no  other  futurity  before  them  than  the  Peoi- 
117  or  the  gallows." 

be  whole  number  received  into  the  institution  in  New  York,  from 
1,  1825,  to  Jan.  ] ,  1828,  was  377 ;  of  whom  107  were  girls.     Of 
whole  number  received,  123  boys*  and  38  girls  remained  in  the 
ige,  Jan.  1,  1828,  118  boys  and  50  girls  hare  been  apprenticed  ; 
whom,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  most  gratifying  returns 
been  received  :  only  one  has  died,  and  his  death  was  the  result 
ieious   imprudence  in  swallowing  a  portion  of  the  tincture  of 
harides.     Concerning  the  character  of  these  boys,  before  they  were 
to  the  Refuge,  an  inference  may  be  drawn  from  the  fact,  that  out 
e  whole  number,  377  committed,  225  had  been  in  Bridewell  from 
7  times,  and  43  had  been  in  the  Penitentiary  from  1  to  3  times, 
he  Reports  of  this  institution  are  three  valuable  documents  of  50 
)  pages  each,  and  may  be  procured  with  great  advantage  by  any 
ety  or  State,  which  has  in  contemplation  a  similar  establishment, 
he  Refuge  in  Philadelphia  will  soon  be  in  operation,  and  we  see 
the  above  contrast,  how  great  a  good  it  has  in  view  for  the 
i3e  delinquents  of  that  city. 

e  hope  soon  to  see  the  city  of  Baltimore,  imitating  the  example  of 
3D,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia ;  for  the  condition  of  the  youth 
e  Penitentiary  of  Maryland  is  deplorable,  with  one  half  of  their 
s  shaved  down  to  their  scalps,  mingling  without  restraint  in  the 
1,  profkneness,  and  pollution  of  old  offenders.  Already  it  is  be- 
d  that  there  are  some  minds  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  awake  on 
■abject,  and  when  a  greater  number  of  its  intelligent  citizens 
visited  the  Houses  of  Reformation  already  described,  we  confi- 
y  believe  that  the  wealth  and  enterprise  of  Maryland,  will  be 
ted  for  the  establishment  of  a  House  of  Reformation  for  juvenile 
quents. 

e  shall  specify  no  other  place  for  the  establishment  of  a  similar 
lotion,  except  the  one  mentioned  in  the  Third  Report  of  the  New 
:  Society.     We  make  the  following  extract,  believing  that  it  con- 
a  suggestion  of  wisdom  : 

t  seems  obvious  to  the  managers,  that  while  the  New  York  Refuge  is  thus  inter- 
r  its  shield  against  the  devastation  of  crime  within  the  limits  of  this  metropolis, 
Dt  to  be  the  timely  concern  of  magistrates,  and  other  enlightened  citizens  in 
tenor  districts  of  the  State,  to  devise  the  means  of  erecting  a  similar  institution 
le  one  of  the  most  populous  or  central  places  within  their  confines.  We  shall 
soore  than  make  this  suggestion,  indulging  the  hope,  that  it  will  in  due  time 
the  views  of  those,  who  are  competent  to  estimate  its  importance,  and  to  give 
lie  efficiency  which  it  may  deserve." 

ith  these  suggest:ons  we  leave  the  contrast  between  the  condition 
nth  and  children  in  the  old  Penitentiaries,  and  in  the  Houses  of  Re- 
in New  York  and  Boston ;  and  thus  conclude  the  statement  in 
er  to  the  inquiry,  What  other  good  effects  have  resulted  from 
fttem  of  prison  discipline  recommended  and  partially  introduced. 

■AT   IMPORTANT  PRISONS  IN  THIS  COUNTRY  REMAIN  UNIMPROVED  ? 

»e  Prison  in  Maine  is  not  unimproved  in  construction ;  but  it  is  in 
■d  to  expense,  and  moral  influence.     It  costs  too  much  to  suo^ott 
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it,  and  the  system  of  instruction  adopted,  would  not  preserve  a 
ous  agricultural  district  from  sinking,  much  less  will  it  cause  a 
Prison  to  rise.     One  short  religious  service  in  a  State  Prison  01 
Sabbath,  is  less  efficacious  than  it  would  be  in  a  country  parish ;  be< 
the  habits  of  sin  are  more  inveterate,  and  the  men  are  sunk  beneat 
common  level.     It  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  apply  a  moral 
er,  with  a  strength  and  constancy  in  exact  proportion  to  the  resist 
to  be  met,  and  the  depths  into  which  the  corrupted  mass  has  i 
It  should  be  directly  and  not  inversely  as  the  guilt.     If  there  is  a 
on  earth  where  the    means  of  instruction,  by  precept  and  exai 
should  be  used  with  constancy,  power,  and  perseverance,  it  is 
State  Prison. 

In  New  Hampshire,  there  is  no  improvement  in  construe 
There  is  no  provision  for  instruction  by  the  State.  And  there 
strange  state  of  things  in  regard  to  income  and  expenditure.  It 
be  recollected,  that  for  several  years  the  Prison  has  been  a  source  < 
come  from  $1,000  to  $5,000  annually.  But  it  appears  by  the  wan 
report  for  the  last  year,  that  the  gain  to  the  institution  was  $14 
only,  while  the  profits  of  the  same  year  were  $2,924  59.  At  the 
time,  while  the  Prison  had  debts  due  amounting  to  $11,006  07, 
$374  47  of  which  were  bad,  it  appears  from  the  records  of  the  L 
lature,  that  $3,000  were  appropriated  for  current  use.  These 
show,  in  regard  to  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  that  it  is  not  onlj 
improved,  but  is  sinking  in  its  character,  particularly  in  regar 
current  expenses. 

The  Prison  in  Vermont  remains  unimproved  in  construction 
discipline. 

The  Prison  in  Massachusetts  does  not  yet  feel  the  benefits  o 
new  Prison  building.  It  so  much  resembles  in  discipline  the 
Prison  in  New  York  city,  as  described  by  the  commissioners,  ii 
extract  which  has  been  given  from  their  Report,  that  it  would  be 
cult  to  find  language  in  which  to  describe  it  more  truly.  And  ii 
gard  to  the  expense  of  its  support,  the  change  last  year  was  froi 
income  of  more  than  $9,000,  to  a  debt  of  more  than  $5,000 ;  raa 
a  difference  against  the  State,  in  a  single  year,  of  more  than  $15. 
The  particulars  of  this  surprising  change,  are  given  in  detail  in 
message  of  the  Governor  to  the  Legislature,  in  January,  1828. 
long  it  will  be  before  this  Prison  will  resemble  those  at  Auburn, 
Wet  hers  field,  in  construction,  discipline  and  earnings,  is  a  que 
which  must  remain  unanswered.  A  new  and  good  law  has  been  f 
ed  and  adopted  with  great  unanimity  by  the  Legislature.  New 
pointments  have  been  made  by  the  Executive,  under  this  law,  to  fil 
offices  of  inspectors,  physician  and  chaplain,  which  give  general  t 
faction.  It  will  be  extraordinary,  indeed,  if  Massachusetts  cannc 
well  as  Connecticut,  have  a  State  Prison  which  shall  be  in  all  resj 
an  honor  to  the  State. 

The  Prisons  at  Wethersfield,  Conn. ;  Sing  Sing  and  Auburn,  N 
and  the  Houses  of  Refuge  in  Boston  and  New  York  city,  we  pa 
this  connexion,  in  terms  of  unqualified  approbation.  There  ma 
Prisons  in  the  world,  which  better  answer  the  purposes  of  justice, 
mercy,  but  we  have  neither  seep  nor  read  of  them. 

The  State  Prisons  in  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  are  somewhat 
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pwed  in  regard  to  moral  and  religious  instruction ;  but  unimproved 
■  contraction  and  discipline.  The  old  County  Prison  in  Philadel- 
^lodthe  State  Prisons  in  Kentucky  and  Georgia,  are  altogether 
■■proved.  The  Baltimore  Penitentiary  is  unimproved  in  discipline. 
lie  Virginia  Penitentiary  has  received  more  attention  in  regard  to 
ml  and  religious  instruction  ;  but  remains  without  any  other  im- 
Vfut  alteration.  The  County  Prisons  in  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
tatinore,  New  Orleans,  and  most  of  the  other  large  towns  in  the  Uni- 
li  States,  are  unimproved  in  regard  to  construction,  and  require,  in 
boat  the  same  degree  as  the  old  Penitentiaries,  a  sufficient  number 
I dormitories  to  separate  the  inmates  at  night,  and  such  a  system  of 
injection  and  discipline,  as  to  prevent  evil  communication  during  the 
■J.  These  important  points  in  prison  discipline  have  been  to  a  vast 
■tent  neglected  in  County  Prisons,  in  each  of  which  from  one  to 
far  thousand  persons  of  every  age,  color,  sex,  nation,  and  degree  of 
(alt,  have  been  annually  confined.  When  the  Penitentiaries  are 
pferly  constructed  and  managed,  it  may  be  expected  that  these  exten- 
di County  Prisons  will  be  subject  to  similar  improvements.  Wc 
bi  thus  shown,  very  briefly,  what  important  Prisons  in  this  country 
■Main  unimproved. 

What  is  the   history   of  the   troubles   in   the   Prison  at 
&ule8t0wn,  during  the  last  winter? 

The  Governor  thus  introduced  the  subject  in  his  message,  Jan. 

*  It  a  with  much  regret,  that  I  find  occasion  again,  to  call  the  special  attention  of 
■jkpslature  to  the  concerns  of  the  State  Prison.     Whence  it  arises,  that  disap- 
Jjjtaent  in  results,  so  often  follows  the  best  promises  of  success,  in  the  affairs  of 
■Ittbblwhinent  is  not  easily  to  be  explained.     Certain  it  is,  that  some  more  thor- 
^Jiwestigauon  is  required  to  discover  the  difficulties  which  may  exist,  thau  has 
J*"jen attempted.     In  the  history  of  the  institution,  we  have,  at  one  time,  com- 
{■fcof  ta  enormous  expense,  and  at  another,  objections  to  its  police  and  discipline. 
HtpobKcioind  has  never  been  suffered  to  be  long  satisfied  with  its  condition,  or 
y*Wu*d  of  its  future  improvement.     For  the  few  last  years,  the  great  source  of 
Jjjj  WM  in  the  hopelessness  of  moral  reform  in  the  convicts,  from  the  manner 
■■or confinement,  and  the  consequent  opportunities  allowed  them  for  association 
*J*[il  communications  with  each  other.     Scarcely  is  this  cause  of  uneasiness  re- 
J**^  ty  an  effectual  provision  of  the  Legislature,  for  the  construction  of  a  build- 
H ■  Kbit  of  their  greater  restraint,  when  an  unlookcd  for  and  astonishing  rc- 
yypears  in  the  business  concerns  of  the  institution.    For  the  three  years  next 
jjyfog  the  last,  the  annual  reports  had  exhibited  large  balances  of  credit  to  the 
F**°i>trealth,  from  the  net  earnings  of  the  Prison.    These  balances  respectively, 
2ff*»  approximated  to  four  thousand  dollars  ;  in  1825  exceeded  ten  thousand 
•J**;and  in  1826,  amounted  to  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars 
•"*»oitefn  cents.    The  accounts  for  the  year  1827,  on  the  other  hand,  now  prc- 
*||  *  balance  of  debit  against  the  Commonwealth  of  more  than  six  thousand  dollars  ; 
■•producing  a  difference  and  loss,  of  nearly  sixteen  thousand  dollars  between  the 
pRtion*  of  the  last  and  the  average  of  the  two  next  preceding  years.    In  the  mean 
•*•  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  discipline  of  the  Prison,  by  which  the  labor  of 
*eoo?icts  has  been  diminished  ;  nor  is  a  sufficient  explanation  to  be  found  in  their 
■Mthat  reduced  number,  in  the  course  of  the  past  year.     The  erection  of  the  new 
iWn?  can  have  contributed  nothing,  (if  the  accounts  are  rightly  staled,)  to  the 
ttiofi  of  the  deficit,  inasmuch  as  the  labor  of  the  convicts  employed  upon  it,  with 
«W  of  materials,  and  everv  other  expense  thereby  incurred,  are  carried  to  the 
lit  of  the  institution.    The  fact  which  appears,  is  "the  more  interesting  ami  im- 
int,  as  it  tends  to  defeat  an  expectation  which  had  become  confidently  indulged, 

without  yielding  any  thing  of  intended  improvement  in  discipline  and  *&\uu? >j 


50 

_  «d  more  severe  restraints,  to  views  of  profit,  the  Prison  might  nevertheless, 
be  made  to  indemnify  the  government  from  expense  in  its  future  support 
hammering  of  stone  had  furnished  the  principal  proportion  of  the  amount  of  eat 
in  former  accounts,  and  this  employment,  decidedly  the  best  adapted  to  the  cl 
ter  and  condition  of  healthy  convicts,  was  looked  to,  as  a  certain  and  pern 
source  of  productive  labor.  It  has  lamentably  happened  however,  that  tbts  h 
of  business,  both  in  extent  and  in  Value,  has  greatly  fallen  off  at  the  Prison,  4 
the  year. 

On  receiving  the  Report  of  the  directors,  by  which  the  unfavorable  stats  < 
accounts  was  Erst  communicated  to  the  Executive,  at  their  annual  visitation  < 
Prison  in  October  last,  such  explanations  were  orally  requested,  as  the  oec 
seemed  to  demand.  Subsequently,  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  directors  1 
selves,  I  addressed  to  them,  as  also  to  the  warden,  written  communications, 
posing  precise  and  definite  interrogatories  upon  the  several  points  of  inquiry,  i 
were  deemed  important  to  a  right  understanding  of  the  subject.  To  these,  an 
have  since  been  given,  and  copies  of  the  whole  correspondence,  with  the  Repc 
the  officers  of  the  institution,  are  transmitted  for  your  consideration." 

The  subject  having  been  thus  introduced  by  the  Governor,  a 
committee  was  raised  in  the  Legislature  on  so  much  of  the  mea 
as  related  to  the  State  Prison.  This  committee  consisted  of  Me 
Welsh  of  Boston,  Varnum  of  Middlesex,  and  Lincoln,  of  Worce 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  of  Messrs.  Holman  of  Bolton,  Mil 
of  Franklin,  Adams  of  Newbury,  and  Green  of  New  Bedford,  on 
part  of  the  House. 

The  committee  immediately  after  it  was  organized,  proceed© 
the  investigation,  apparently  with  a  determination  to  make  thor< 
work.  We  give  an  abstract  of  the  evidence,  and  remarks  upon  i 
stated  by  a  gentleman  of  indefatigable  industry,  who  was  presei 
the  trial  which  was  continued  by  successive  adjournments  do 
sixteen  days.  The  statement  is  premised  with  the  declaration,  " 
the*  facts  were  obtained  by  personal  attendance,  and  now  etis 
minutes  taken  doicn  at  the  moment,  and  in  documents  which  wen 
dence  in  the  case" 

"  The  foundation  of  the  inquiry  before  the  committee,  was  a  report  of  thedlr* 
of  the  Prison,  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  answer  to  a  series  of  inte; 
tones,  addressed  by  (he  Governor  to  the  directors.  The  object  of  these  qiK 
was  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  the  deficit  of  income  in  the  year  1827. 

To  enable  them  to  prepare  these  answers,  they  (i.  e.  the  directors)  applied 
warden,  and  to  the  overseer  of  the  stone  department,  for  their  respective  ans* 
the  interrogatories.  Accordingly  each  made  a  report,  independently,  and  n 
the  knowledge  of  the  other.  The  directors  received  them  both ;  and  incorp 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  subordinate  officer's  report  with  their  own ;  of  the  w* 
statements,  they  took  no  notice,  except  of  one  sentence,  which  happening  to 
pressed  equivocally,  furnished  an  occasion  for  a  quibble. 

The  report  of  Samuel  R.  Johnson,  overseer  of  the  stone  department  and  trm 
ordinate  officer  alluded  to,  was  nearly  all  occupied  in  criminating  the  W 
Thomas  Harris,  Esq.  and  this  report,  so  far  as  it  was  criminatory,  the  dU 
transferred  almost  verbatim,  to  their  own  communication,  and  gave  it  the  sm 
of  their  signatures.  We  have  said  that  the  directors  adopted  nearly  the  wis 
Johnson's  report,  and  we  spoke  with  this  reserve,  because  there  was  one  ] 
Johnson's  report  which  was  not  unfavorable  to  the  warden,  but  tended  to  & 
cause  of  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  Prison,  which  implied  no  fault  an* 
veyed  no  censure  of  any  person.  This  part  of  Johnson's  report  the  dif 
neither  copied  nor  noticed. 

The  Governor  referred  the  directors'  report  to  the  General  Court. 

Before  we  proceed  to  state  what  took  place  before  the  committee,  one  n 
will  be  proper  on  the  composition  of  the  committee.  This  same  subject  was  ag 
last  year,  and  committed  to  a  committee,  which  sat  twenty-five  days  upon  I 
then  reported  that  they  found  themselves  unable  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  i 
JHbough  these  labors  were  not  followed  by  any,  or  very  little  practical  bestefi 
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ith  several  parts  and  steps  of  the  investigation,  was  severely  taxed,  while 
embers  were  becoming  as  much  acquainted  with  the  matter  as  the  for- 
en  made  by  the  twenty- five  days  sittings  of  last  year. 

it  meeting  of  the  committee,  the  warden  of  the  Prison,  charged  with 
ause  of  a  great  pecuniary  loss  to  the  Prison  and  the  State,  and  charged 

1  official  misdemeanors,  which,  if  made  out  by  proofs,  must,  and  should 
fatal  to  him — appeared  iiy  counsel  and  asked  of  the  committee  whether 

were  to  be  taken  as  true,  or  to  be  supported  by  evidence  to  be  offered 
ho  made  them,  or  whether  the  wholo  subject  was  open,  and  he  might 
self,  by  showing  the  real  causes  of  the  deficit,  averring  at  the  same  time, 
tated  by  the  directors  were  not  the  true  ones. 
,  Mr.  Jarvis,  (speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  one  of  the 

the  Prison)  for  the  directors,  disclaimed  any  intention  to  accuse  any 
tsocver,  or  to  appear  before  the  committee  as  a  party.  They  made  an 
>rt  to  the  Governor,  had  answered  his  questions,  and  they  would  not  now 
>eforc  the  committee.  The  committee  after  deliberation,  decided  that 
fubject  was  open  to  the  testimony  or  observations  of  the  warden,  or  of 
KTson,  and  that  the  report  of  the  directors  to  his  Excellency  would  be 
k,  no  farther  than  the  same  should  be  supported  by  evidence.  There- 
vrdtn  by  his  counsel,  occupied  the  committee  with  witnesses  and  docu- 
show  that  the  deficit  did  not  happen  from  the  causes  assigned  by  the 
nd  that  it  might  well  have  happened  from  various  other  causes. 
I  not  enumerate  all  the  charges  against  the  warden,  contained  in  the 
cport.  These  first  occupied  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and  we  give 
eciruen. 

stated  to  the  directors  in  his  report,  that  the  contract  for  the  Washington 
lit  have  been  had  for  the  State  Prison,  if  the  warden  had  not  taken  an 
iber  of  convicts  from  the  stone  shed,  thus  preventing  the  State  from 
great  profit,  as  it  might  have  done,  from  furnishing  the  stone  for  said 
concluded  with  asserting,  that  this  contract  was  lost  by  the  negligence 
uiagement  of  the  warden. 

hid  it  in,  Esq.  the  president  of  the  Washington  Bank,  who  made  the 
v  the  now  building,  being  called,  and  sworn,  stated  that  he  applied  to 
» furnish  the  «tone  from  the  State  Prison,  showing  him  the  plans,  and 
f  fhe  stones  were  required  to  be  hammered,  and  that  they  must  be  of 
mite.  Johnson  replied  that  the  ornamental  parts  of  the  work,  particu- 
*tta  and  try  glyphs,  could  not  he  done  in  Quincy  granite,  and  urged  Mr. 
)  contract  to  have  them  done  in  Chelmsford  or  white  granite  ;  which  Mr. 
*clinp«?    and  uftor  n  oprnnd   nr  third   ronfiTonrn   with  Johnson,  who  con- 


sworn,  stated  in  general,  (hat  he  had  no  direct  and  personal  knowledge  of  th 

tors  contained  in  his  and  his  colleagues'  report.     The  facts  in  that  report  were 

from  officers  of  the  Prison,  and  he  could  not  say  of  liis  own  knowledge  whether  the] 

were  true  or  not.. 

The  real  value  and  importance  of  the  directors'  report  being  thus  ascertained  9  nV 
counsel  for  the  warden  then  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  laws  establishing,  and.  Iron 
time  to  time  regulating  the  State  Prison.  It  appeared  by  this  reference  trtsi.t  tin 
powers  of  the  warden,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  haid  tbeei 
gradually  diminished  by  statutes,  and  by-laws,  so  that  a  mere  shadow  of  aiztJmorH] 
was  left  him.  He  at  first  had  the  exclusive  power  over  the  property  of  the  j^arisjonj 
but  by  a  subsequent  law  it  was  transferred  to  the  commissary,  an  officer  holding  °* 
place  and  receiving  his  compensation  at  the  will  of  the  directors,and  not  mMJ* *j* 
bonds  for  the  faithful  execution  of  his  office.  The  warden  had  originally  tlio  *JjJ 
power  to  make  contracts  ;  but  by  an  arrangement  to  which  the  present  warden  *****?! 
would  assent,  although  repeatedly  pressed  by  the  directors  so  to  do,  this  power"  ^*J 
transferred  to  S.  R.  Johnson,  overseer  of  the  stone  shed,  also  holding  his  place?  •jjf 
receiving  his  compensation  at  the  will  of  the  directors,  and  not  under  bonds  t£*  ^ 
Commonwealth.  The  warden  had  originally  the  exclusive  right  to  receive  monies^ 
account  of  the  Prison  ;  but  Johnson  had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  monies, 
persisted  therein,  and  the  warden  was  obliged  to  prefer  charges  against  him  for 
lation  of  law  and  disobedience  of  orders.  The  charges  were  six  in  number, 
many  specifications  drawn  up  with  sufficient  formality.     The  proofs  were  m 


books  of  tho  Prison  where  Johnson  was  debited  with  monies  received  by  him      ~^b* 
account  of  the  Prison,  and  not  in  all  instances  paid  over.     The  directors  aequit^^^ 
Johnson  on  all  the  charges,  although  in  the  record  of  the  acquittal  they  state,  ~ 
he  had  violated  the  law,  and  it  was  proved  by  the  testimony  of  the  clerk,  that  he 
disobeyed  the  orders  of  the  warden.    Not  being  able  therefore,  to  acquit  him  of 
facts,  their  resort  was  to  acquit  him  of  "  bad  intentions"  and  they  accompanied 
acquittal  with  a  warm  eulogy  on  his  general  character.      Mr.  Jarvis  dissented 
this  report,  and  recorded  his  protest  against  it. 

By  the  decision  of  the  directors  to  acquit  Johnson,  they  confirmed  him  in 
possession  and  exercise  of  those  powers  which  the  warden  had  forbidden  and  re 
ed,  viz.  of  making  contracts  and  receiving  monies.  It  appeared  in  evidence, 
Johnson  measured  stone  by  a  mysterious  kind  of  measure,  which  nobody  but  hit 
and  one  Bowman  associated  with  him  understood.  Johnson  being  asked  to  exptafap- 
his  measures,  gave  a  paper  unintelligible  to  every  body  who  saw  it ;  and  until  the* 
late  inquiry,  it  was  not  known  to  any  person  except  himself  and  Bowman,  how  stone 
rough  or  hewn,  was  measured  in  the  State  Prison.  Johnson  also  fixed  over-stint 
for  prisoners  made  the  allowance  for  it,  and  certified  it  to  the  commissary.  Mr. 
Johnson  received  a  commission  of  five  per  cent  on  all  the  stones  sold  from  the  Prison, 
which  commission  alone,  independently  of  his  salary,  has  amounted  to  from  $20M 
to  $3000  per  annum  for  the  last  twelve  years. 

This  was  the  arrangement  to  which  we  have  referred,  and  to  which  the  warden 
never  would  accede.  Johnson's  salary  as  overseer,  is  $354  per  annum;  and  if  we 
add  to  this  the  privilege  of  taking  any  work,  stock  or  provisions  from  the  Prison  at 
contract  price,  and  any  labor  of  the  convicts  at  30  cents  a  day — Mr.  Johnson  hat 
long  had  the  most  lucrative  post  in  this  Commonwealth.  Thus  are,  and  long  hare 
been  vested  those  important  powers  originally  given  by  law  to  the  warden,  and  far 
the  faithful  execution  of  which  he  was  required  to  give  a  bond  with  good  security  Id 
the  penal  sum  of  $  20,000.  The  custody  and  police  of  the  prisoners,  the  only  re- 
maining branch  of  the  warden's  power,  except  that  of  treasurer  to  the  Prison,  wu 
transferred  by  a  by-law  to  the  "  keeper '*  of  the  Prison,  another  officer  holding  Me 
place  and  livelihood  at  the  will  of  the  directors ;  and  not  under  bonds.  The  con- 
sequences of  this  disruption  of  power  and  responsibility  may  be  easily  imagined. 
All  sorts  of  abuses  crept  in  ;  and  perpetual  collisions  of  authority  were  daily  occur- 
ring; between  the  ««  director  of  the  week"  so  called,  and  the  warden. 

By  the  law  of  1S11,  the  directors  were  required  to  meet  monthly  as  a  board  at  the) 
Prison,  and  to  visit  it  by  turns  at  least  three  limes  a  week.  The  object  of  the  Gene* 
ral  Court,  was  to  establish  a  supervision  merely,  but  the  directors  assumed  execu- 
tive and  ministerial  powers,  interfered  directly  in  the  employment,  the  clothing* 
feeding  and  punishing  of  the  convicts.  The  result  is,  that  the  warden  sometimes  put* 
a  man  in  solitary  confinement,  and  the  director  of  the  week  comes  along,  and  eetP 
liim  at  liberty ;  the  warden  refuses  an  indulgence  a«  to  books,  food  or  amusement* 
and  the  director  grant*  it ;  the  warden  orders  a  convict  into  one  workshop,  end  the* 
director  orders  him  back  again. 
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In  om  word,  the  warden  has  no  undisputed  power  left,  over  the  food, 'the  clothing, 
fa  keeping,  employment,  and  punishment  of  the  convicts.  He  has  been  deprived 
d  d  power,  except  of  keeping  and  paying  the  money  which  may  come  to  his 
huds;  thu  could  not  be  taken  away,  but  a  method  was  found  to  do  it  in  effect,  by 
■fcReptin?  the  money  on  its  way  to  his  hands. 

From  such  a  di«  proportioned,  confused,  and  irresponsible  state  of  affairs,  men  of 
inerience  would  be  prepared  to  expect  any  kind  or  extent  of  abuse. 

»e  complete  our  remarks  with  an  enumeration  of  the  prominent  abases  in  the 
Mm,  which  have  been  brought  to  light  by  the  late  investigation,  and  we  posnesH 
■nteriab  in  writing  for  two  or  three  chapters  on  this  head. 

tfc*r-tfmf.    The  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  will  not  generally  know  what  is 

■ctntby  thi*  term,  without  a  definition.     It  means  that  work  which  a  convict  per- 

km  in  the  Prison,  beyond  the  task  appointed  for  him  by  his  overseers.     For  the 

■ting  of  itint,  and  the  allowance  of  over-stint  money,  there  is  no  law.    It  is  an 

•U  abose,  and  has  been  recognized  and  sanctioned  by  the  directors.    The  whole 

Mount  of  money  which  the  convicts  earn  and  dispose  of  in  a  year,  by  means  of 

fa»  atoe,  w  nearly  six  thousand  dollars.    This  they  employ  sometimes  in  hiring 

kgsitoututl  and  other  persons  to  obtain  pardon  for  them  ;  sometimes  in  employ - 

%pmom,  generally  lawyers,  to  obtain  or  prevent  the  passage  of  criminal  or  peni- 

toury  uws,  which  they  like  or  dislike  ;  and  on  these  occasions,  a  purse  is  made 

np  to  assessment  or  contribution;  sometimes  this  fund  is  employed  to  corrupt  the 

■an  officers  of  the  Prison,  to  obtain  improper  indulgences,  or  to  effect  an  escape. 

AAort  time  since  an  officer  was  corrupted  with  the  prisoner's  money,  and  made  his 

•nape  under  very  peculiar  circumstances — but  the  most  common  and  general  use 

if  o?er-*tint  is  to  procure  luxuries  of  various  kinds,  such  as  tea,  coffee,  tobacco, 

■ft,  crackers,  fresh  fish,  butter,  cheese,  cider,  apples,  $re.  every  one  of  which 

ifcrbiddco  by  the  laws.    Sometimes  over-stint  money  is  sent  to  the  relations  and 

■4  to  the  creditors  of  convicts. 

By  the  law,  the  prisoners  are  allowed  coarse  beef,  pork,  rye  and  Indian  meal, 
*h*$es%  salt  fish,  and  lard. 

In  1823,  the  directors  petitioned  the  Governor  and  Council  for  leave  to  allow  the 
boners  other  articles  of  food  for  their  over-stint  money :  such  as  butter,  cheese, 
ltrf  beer,  &c.  in  general  the  articles  above  first  enumerated.  This  application 
<  an  unqualified  negative  from  Gov.  Brooks  and  lus  Council,  as  asking  a  thing  for- 
Uen  by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth.  A  subsequent  application  was  made 
bVe  time  of  Gov.  Eustis,  and  there  is  no  regular  record  of  its  being  granted. 
(bother  abuse  connected  with  this  over-stint,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  passed 
v.  1T»e  daily  task  or  stint  at  the  Prison  is  about  half  that  of  any  other  stone 
4  in  the  State.  In  the  Prison  a  day's  work  is  2  feet ;  out  of  it,  from  4  to  6  feet. 
Another  most  demoralizing  and  pernicious  abuse,  is  the  transfer  of  over-stint 
■ey  from  one  convict  to  another,  so  that  trading  and  gambling  are  carried  on. 
rbese  orders  arc  frequently  drawn  in  favor  of  the  officers  of  the  Prison:  and 
letimcs  the  money  of  convicts  is  paid  to  officers  on  their  giving  a  verbal  direction 
t  it  should  be  so. 

Pay  and  privilege  of  officers.  We  would,  in  the  first  place,  repeat  the  fact  of 
Nwm's  commissions,  amounting  to  from  #2,000  to  $3,000  per  annum. 
fext  we  would  mention  the  taking  by  officers  of  stores,  stock  and  labor  of  the 
«m  at  very  low  prices,  and  in  their  oten  departments  charging  themselves,  or 
fermg  the  commissary  to  charge  them  with  it.  This  abuse  extends  to  taking  of 
aU  wood,  potatoes,  pork,  molasses,  fish,  leather,  iron,  &c.  &c,  in  short,  to  all 
tg»  which  the  Commonwealth  has  in  the  Prison  :  and  to  the  employment  of  the 
iffct*  at  30  cents  a  day.  The  consequence  is,  that  officers  have  their  shoes  and 
dies,  and  farming  utensils  made  in  the  Prison ;  their  wood  sawed  and  carted ; 
Ithe  small  officers  have  provisions  for  themselves  and  families. 
farther  abuse  is  the  profit  made  by  the  commissary,  William  H.  Lane,  on  the 
Jerries  dealt  out  to  prisoners  for  over-stint  money.  The  commissary  admitted  on 
i  stand,  that  he  made  $400  or  $500  per  annum  by  this  trade,  and  no  account 
hi*  purchases  was  ever  required  of  him.  His  annual  salary  is  fixed  by  law 
«9T»4. 

Another  abuse  is,  that  two  of  the  turnkeys  or  watchmen,  are  allowed  ten  cents 
eh  per  day,  for  assisting  the  commissary  to  deal  out  his  groceries,  and  this  20 
nil  per  day  is  paid  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Jhssiher  abuse  is,  that  the  small  officers  are  allowed  5  per  cent  on  the  admission 
new  at  the  Prison,  L  e.  on  money  paid  by  the  visitors  for  seeing  the  Prison. 
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Another  abuse  is,  that  the  overseen  are  allowed  160  lbs.  of  pork  beyond  th< 
salary,  for  tending  the  swine  in  the  Prison.  The  law  says  that  their  salaries  shi 
be  in  lieu  of  all  other  pay  and  rations.  All  these  abuses  are  by  votes  and  orders 
the  directors,  never  approved  and  never  submitted  to  the  Governor  and  Counc 
although  they  are  required  to  be  so  at  the  very  first  meeting  of  the  Governor  ai 
Council  after  the  passing  of  the  same.  We  except,  of  course,  the  application,  and 
best,  irregular  and  illegal  grant,  for  luxuries  to  be  purchased  by  over-stint  mone 
For  three  years  the  board  of  directors  have  been  in  the  almost  daily  habit  of  passu 
votes,  rules  and  orders,  all  which  terms  amount  to  the  same  thing,  without  havh 
submitted  one  of  them  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  as  by  law  they  are  required 
do. — And  many  of  these  votes,  &c.  are  in  direct  contravention,  not  only  of  the  lai 
of  the  Commonwealth,  but  of  the  by-laws  formerly  established  by  the  directi) 
themselves,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  and  Council.  That  a  defi* 
should  happen  under  such  management  is  not  surprising ;  the  wonder  is,  that  it  h 
not  happened  to  a  greater  extent.  That  a  perpetual  quarrel  has  subsisted  betwe 
the  directors  and  warden,  we  consider  unfortunate  for  the  Prison,  but  fortunate  ! 
the  warden. 

It  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  favorite  and  cherished  project  of  the  directors  to  I 
rid  of  the  warden.  Five  years  ago  they  printed  and  published  a  document  una 
their  hands,  in  which  they  said  he  was  a  useless  and  superfluous  officer ;  and  tl 
was  nearly  true ;  but  the  answer  should  have  been,  "  The  votes  of  the  dire 
tors  have  made  him  so."  The  time  appeared  at  last  to  have  arrived  for  striki 
the  final  blow  to  the  power  and  official  existence  of  the  warden.  Johnson  w 
permitted  to  make  groundless  accusations,  which  were  adopted  and  sent  to  1 
Excellency  by  the  directors.  Fortunately,  and  wisely,  the  Governor  laid  the  dire 
tors'  accusatory  document  before  the  Legislature,  and  it  has  been  thorough 
examined. 

Shortly  after  the  submission  of  these  charges  to  the  Legislature,  they  we 
followed  by  another  direct  and  open  one  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  against  tl 
warden,  for  disobeying  an  order  of  the  directors. 

We  said  that  there  was  one  cause  of  the  deficit,  assigned  by  Johnson,  and  not  u 
plying  fault  any  where,  of  which  the  directors  took  no  notice,  and  that  they  copied  i 
causes,  but  those  criminatory  of  the  warden.  The  cause  of  deficit,  to  which  \ 
refer  as  specified  by  Johnson,  but  not  adverted  to  at  all  in  the  report  of  the  directoi 
was  a  very  material  one,  viz.  a  decreased  demand  of  hammered  stone,  and  especial 
of  that  for  coving  and  other  ornamental  work,  which  had  in  former  years  been  mc 
profitable  to  the  Prison,  while  the  Market  House  and  other  edifices  were  bei 
built.  The  directors  did  not  think  proper  to  mention  this ;  yet  they  affirmed  tt 
they  had  no  controversy  with  the  warden,  that  they  were  not  and  would  not  be 
party.  The  warden  appeared  to  have  entirely  mistaken  the  affair,  and  instead 
having  a  host  of  enemies  to  encounter,  found  not  an  individual  who  was  disposed 
appear  before  the  committee  in  that  character.  One  of  the  directors  however  d 
attend  throughout  the  investigation,  and  occasionally  addressed  the  committee,  sj 
interrogated  the  witnesses ;  and  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  the  hearing,  Mr.  Job 
son  requested  by  his  attorney,  James  T.  Austin,  Esq.  to  be  heard  in  his  defence. 

To  this  request  the  committee  immediately  acceded,  and  Johnson  product 
witnesses,  was  sworn  and  testified  himself,  and  was  heard  by  his  counsel  in  an  arg 
ment.  The  remaining  two  directors  did  not  attend  constantly  before  the  committe 
but  they  attended  occasionally,  were  examined  by  the  counsel  for  the  warden*  a* 
finally,  they  also  requested  to  be  heard  in  argument  before  the  committee,  and  tl 
too  after  the  counsel  for  the  warden  had  closed.  The  warden  having  been  oblige 
by  the  declining  of  the  directors  to  meet  him  and  sustain  their  charges,  to  take  ti 
affirmative,  had  a  right  to  close  upon  the  directors,  or  whomsoever  else  should  b 
come  a  party  to  the  inquiry.  However,  the  committee  with  great  liberality,  pe 
mitted  the  two  directors,  Messrs.  Finney  and  Jarvis,  to  be  heard  after  the  ca 
was  closed  on  the  part  of  the  warden,  and  after  they  had  refused,  as  above  me 
tioncd,  to  appear  as  a  party,  and  disclaimed  any  thought  or  intention  of  having 
controversy  with  the  warden.  The  warden  did  not  object  to  tliis  course,  thi 
waiving  his  right  to  be  heard  last. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  but  just  to  observe,  that  if  any  benefit  should  result,  as  the 
is  hope  that  there  will,  from  this  laborious  and  difficult  investigation,  it  will  be  pi 
manly  owing  to   his   Excellency  Governor  Lincoln,  who  has    followed  up  tl 
affairs  of  this  institution  with  a  vigilance  and  energy,  which  it  is  no  disparagement 
any  predecessor  to  say,  have  not  been  equalled  in  the  history  of  the  State  Prison." 


35 

irhat  independence  the  committee  acted,  in  view  of  this  testi- 
ly be  seen  in  the  following  extracts  from  their  Report : 

nt  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ssage,  which  relates  to  the  affairs  of  the  State  Prison,  respectfully  Report, 
it  they  have  been  constantly  occupied  since  their  appointment,  in  the  in- 
of  the  affairs  of  that  establishment,  and  present  the  following  as  the  re- 
r  labors. 

ntion  of  the  committee  was  first  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  ascertain  the 
ich  have  produced  the  great  differences  in  the  receipts  during  the  year 
on  the  first  day  of  October,  1S25,  and  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  Septera- 
and  the  year  beginning  October  1st,  1826,  and  ending  September  30th, 
e  former  of  which,  there  was  a  balance  credited  to  the  State  in  the  books 
>on  of  £9,719  17,  and  in  the  latter  of  which  there  is  a  balance  debited 
j  of  #6,392  56,  making  a  difference  in  the  two  years  of  $16,111  73. 
ellency  the  Governor,  anxious  to  possess,  all  the  information,  which  could 
i  on  this  unexpected  result  of  the  last  year's  business  of  the  Prison,  ad- 
etter  to  the  directors,  dated  November  24,  1827,  in  which  he  requested 
-nish  him  with  such  explanations  as  they  could  obtain  on  the  subject.  At 
ime,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  warden,  containing  a  request  that  he 
municate  to  the  directors  such  information  as  might  be  in  his  possession. 
>rs  also  made  a  similar  request. 

ctors  requested  Mr.  Johnson  to  aid  them  in  their  inquiry  ; — in  compli- 
this  request,  on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1827,  he  furnished  them  with 
:  of  facts  arranged  in  the  manner  of  charges :  this  statement  was  incorpo- 
the  communication  made  by  the  directors  to  the  Governor,  on  the  22d 
ember,  1827,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  Nov.  24th,  1827. 
tence  of  Johnson's  letter  to  the  directors,  and  the  contents  of  their  letter 
crnor,  was  not  known  to  the  warden,  until  after  His  Excellency's  Mes- 
ommunicated  to  the  Legislature  at   the  commencement  of  the  present 

communications  of  the  directors  and  Mr.  Johnson,  it  is  stated,  that  con- 
one  to  the  amount  of  about  $8,500,  might  have  been  made,  with  various 
i  corporations,  which  the  warden  refused,  or  neglected  to  obtain,  and 
>fit  of  such  contracts  was  lost  -to  the  Prison. 
>ss  was  sustained  by  the  State  in  consequence  of  a  contract  made  on  the 

1827,  between  the  warden  and  the  agent  for  the  Quincy  Railway  Com- 
le  supply  of  the  Quincy  granite,  and  which  was  not  of  good  quality,  not 
ed,  and  should  not  have  been  received  by  the  warden  on  these  accounts. 
re  was  not  kept  in  the  stone  sheds  a  sufficient  number  of  stone  cutters  to 
i  proper  season,  the  contracts,  which  might  have  been  undertaken,  and 
is  owing  to  employing  on  the  new  Prison,  men,  who  were  wanted  in  the 
,  and  who  could  have  been  more  profitably  employed  there. 

warden  did  not  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Quincy  stone,  for  the 
s,  for  the  winter  of  1S26  and  1827,  to  be  prepared  for  sale  in  the  then 
ing. 

as  a  great  deal  of  testimony  offered  to  the  committee  in  support  of  these 
,  but  it  is  their  opinion,  that  they  were  not  made  out  by  proof,  and  in 
hey  were  disproved  by  the  evidence  produced  by  the  warden. 
•int. — There  is  no  provision  in  any  of  the  laws,  relating  to  the  State 

the  subject  of  over-stint ;  it  is  established  by  a  by-law,  made  by 
:tors,  and  so  much  of  it,  as  was  not  repugnant  to  the  general  laws,  on 
rch,  1823,  received  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  which  is 

the  validity  of  a  by-law.  It  provides,  that  whenever  a  prisoner  of  the 
*  entitled  to  any  compensation  for  over-work,  the  amount  shall  be  received 
k,  and  remitted  to  his  friends,  or  kept  for  his  use,  until  his  discharge  from 
he  prisoner's  option ;  and  that  over-stint  compensation  being  the  reward 
d  industry,  prisoners  are  strictly  forbidden  to  bargain,  sell,  give,  ex- 
otherwise  part  with  it  from  one  to  another. 

no  direction  in  any  by-law  on  the  subject  of  over-stint  to  the  second  and 
t,  but  there  seems  to  have  been  a  regulation  to  allow  them  twenty-five 
reek,  when  earned.  The  business  of  stint  and  over-stint,  in  each  depart- 
*n  regulated  by  the  overseer  of  the  same. 

act  of  over-stint  earned  by  each  convict  or  company  of  convicts,  ta  eu- 
ie  overseers  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  in  a  book  kept  by  them  lot  taa\ 
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purpose,  and  the  entries  in  them  reported  to  the  commissary,  who  keeps  a  hook  of  ove 
stint,  in  which  each  convict  or  company  are  credited  with  the  over-stint,  reported 
have  been  earned  by  them.     The  amount  of  over-stint  credited  to  the  convicts  ef 
ployed  within  the  Prison  was  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1827,  to  wit : 

In  the  Stone  Sheds $1,869  45 

On  New  Prison, 2,163  66 

To  those  let  on  contracts,  about,        .        •        •        1,748  00 

Making  in  the  whole,        .        .        .     $5,281  01 

The  committee  lament  the  necessity  of  stating  that  they  are  satisfied  that  I 
greatest  abuses  have  been  practised  under  the  cover  of  the  regulations  of  em 
stint  ;  and  among  them  are  the  following : 

Transfers  of  over-stint  from  one  convict  to  another,  have  frequently  been  mm 
sometimes  by  written  orders,  and,  sometimes,  by  representations  by  the  oversee 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  one  convict,  that  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  over-stint  moo 
due  to  him  should  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  another,  who  has  been  allowed  to  expe 
it  for  articles  not  allowed  by  law ;  sometimes  the  transfers  were  made  on  the  verJ 
request  of  tli  c  convict. 

It  has  been  customary,  to  form  convicts  of  the  three  classes  into  companies,  and  I 
amount  of  their  over-stint  credited  to  the  head  roan  of  the  company,  who  receive* 
for  the  use  of  the  company,  whereby  the  use  of  the  over-stint  during  impri&onme 
is  permitted  to  the  convicts  of  the  third  class,  which  is  virtually  forbidden  by  the  i 
laws. 

Articles  of  food,  and  other  articles,  the  use  of  which  in  the  Prison,  is  prohibit 
in  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  23d  February,  1822,  such  as  crackers,  mtik,  onkn 
chocolate,  tobacco,  snuff,  tea,  coffee,  rice,  pepper,  flour,  apples,  cider,  ice.  hi 
been  freely  admitted  into  the  Prison,  and  used  by  the  convicts,  who  have  paid} 
them  with  their  over-stint.  The  pretence  under  which  the  two  first  named  artk 
have  been  allowed  to  the  convicts,  was,  "  that  from  their  confinement  and  occuptti 
in  the  Prison,  there  was  a  tendency  to  pulmonary  and  dyspeptic  complaints :"  and 
was  asserted,  that  such  articles  had  been  allowed  on  orders  from  the  physician,  whi 
he  had  occasionally  given,  and  which  were  considered  in  force  until  revoked  by  hi 
This  did  not  appear  to  be  the  intention  of  the  physician,  who  was  examined  by  I 
committee.  Very  few  orders  of  this  description  were  produced,  and  they  did  i 
apply  to  many  cases  in  which  the  indulgence  had  been  allowed. 

The  amount  of  over-stint  money  was  not  fully  accounted  tor,  nor\ 
profits  which  have  been  realized  by  those,  who  have  supplied  the  convicts  10 
milk,  flour,  crackers,  tobacco,  fyc.  admitted  or  proved.  Mr.  Lane,  the  commissm 
admitted,  that  he  had  gained  from  $400,  to  $500  per  annum,  by  supplying  I 
convicts  with  these  and  other  articles,  and  stated  that  lie  had  no  book,  or  2*4 
tnents,  by  which  the  extent  of  his  dealings,  or  the  profits  could  be  shown. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  principal  part  of  the  over-stint  moH 
from  the  1st  of  October,  1826,  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1827,  must  have  be 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  articles  used,  although  prohibited,  in  the  Prim 
because  no  evidence  was  offered,  to  show  that  any  considerable  part  of  it  was  paid 
the  friends  of  the  convicts,  while  in  Prison,  or  to  themselves  on  their  discharge. 

7b  the  ruinous  consequences  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  which  must  flow  fn 
the  practice  of  allowing  subordinate  officers  to  prescribe  Vie  stint,  which  has 
ways  been,  and  now  is  much  too  low,  to  award  to  the  convicts  the  value  of  1 
over-stint,  and  afterwards  to  enjoy  a  part  of  it  in  the  profits  derived  from  the  sak 
articles  furnished  by  them — the  attention  of  the  Legislature  need  not  be  invited 
the  committee. 

During  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  Mr.  Soley  was  present,  Messrs.  Jai 
and  Finney  addressed  the  committee,  after  the  counsel  of  the  respective  pari 
had  finished  their  arguments ;  Mr.  Johnson  was  present,  and  was  heard  by 
counsel. 

It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee  that  Mr.  Johnson  should  no  Ion 
be  retained  as  an  officer  of  the  Prison.  This  opinion  is  formed  from  the  facts,  wh 
have  been  disclosed  during  this  examination.  They  believed  that  most  of  thee 
troversies  and  troubles,  which  have  occurred  since  the  appointment  of  the  pre* 
warden,  can  be  traced  to  Mr  Johnson,  es;>ecially  the  charges  noticed  in  this  Re] 
— that  his  object  has  been  to  impair  the  authority  of  the  warden,  in  the  accompo 
ment  of  which  he  has  been  countenanced  by  the  directors, — more  especially,  Mes 
Finney  and  Soley, — and  because  transactions  of  a  very  questionable  character  h 


teen  proved  against  Mr.  Johnson ;  and  although  they  are  satisfied  that  he  i<  a  skilful 
AKctunic,  they  liiink  that  tranquillity  ami  harmony  among  tbc  officers  of  the  Prison 
BUI  not  be  restored  while  he  remains  an  officer  of  the  institution.  The  compensation 
of  fire  per  cent  on  the  sales  which  has  been  allowed  to  him  in  addition  to  Iiih  salary 
u  oTerseer,  has  been  too  great  tor  the  services  rendered  hy  him.  And  that  there 
ftoouJd  have  liecn  a  specific  sum  paid  to  him  for  his  services  as  superintendent  of  the 
*tooe«hcd,  instead  of  which  the  directors  have  allowed  him  to  charge  the  roinmi^ion 
of  tire  per  cent  on  the  sales,  which  amounted  to  #937  90  for  the  half  year  ending 
on  die  30th  September,  in  addition  to  his  pay  as  overseer. 

The  committee,  in  view  of  the  foregoing  and  other  abuses,  which  have  for  a  long 
Cne  existed  in  the  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  State  Prison,  report  a  hill, 
the  provisions  of  which  they  think  will  remedy  the  existing  evils,  which,  in  their 
•pinion,  are  to  be  attributed,  in  no  small  degree  to  the  defects  in  the  present  system/' 

In  the  Second  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  it  is  said, 
dial  "  tl»e  vices  of  the  prisoners,  in  which  they  have  been  detected, 
ate  bribing  persons  to  bring  them  prohibited  articles,  by  a  most 
mischievous  and  demoralizing  use  of  their  over-stint  money.  It  hits 
been  used  to  purchase  cards,  spirits,  digitalis,  bills  to  be  altered  and 
material:*  to  alter  them.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  in  what  way  $-l,(MH) 
annually  could  be  the  procuring  cause  of  more  moral  evil,  than  this 
amount  of  over-stint,  subject  to  the  order  of  convicts,  in  a  State 
Prison." 

In  a  pamplilet  published  by  the  directors  of  the  Prison,  and  sent  to 
the  mcml>ers  of  the  Legislature,  just  before  the  session  of  the  last 
winter,  during  which  the  above  investigation  was  had,  they  say, 
neaking  of  over-stint,  page  10,  "  Nor  has  it  been  a  source  of  the  abuse 
alleged  in  the  Report,  [i.  e.  the  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline 
Society,]  the  over-stint  not  being  at  the  disposal  of  the  prisoner  with- 
out an  express  order  from  the  director,  until  expiration  of  sentence." 

,f  The  transfer  of  over-stint  from  one  prisoner  to  another,  has  been 
strictly  prohibited  by  the  l>oard,  so  that  they  cannot  convert  the  orrr- 
Mint  they  may  have  on  the  books,  into  a  circulating  medium  in  the 
ford.  He  therefore  who  earns  it,  has  the  entire  use  of  it,  and  when- 
ever an  appropriation  is  permitted  by  the  director  or  directors,  the  ol>- 
ject  of  the  appropriation  is  investigated." 

Let  this  statement  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  facts  disclosed  in 
the  investigation,  as  stated  by  the  committee  of  the  Legislature. 

There  is  one  other  point,  which  we  present  for  the  same  examina- 
tion and  comparison. 

In  the  Second  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  it  is  said, 
that  "  the  duties  of  the  officers,  particularly  of  the  directors  and 
warden,  have  not  been  sufficiently  defined,  and  consequently  there 
has  been  a  controversy  between  them  for  many  years.  This  contro- 
versy has  led  to  mutual  recrimination,  jealous  and  hostile  feelings  and 
many  embarrassments  concerning  the  management  and  discipline  of 
the  institution.  It  is  not  surprising  that  a  house  thus  divided  against 
itself,  should  have  difficulties  within  and  without.  The  directors 
think  the  warden's  office  unnecessary.  The  warden  may  commit  a 
man  to  the  cells  for  punishment,  and  the  director  for  the  week  remove 
him.  The  warden  remove  certain  indulgences  from  the  Pri>on,  and 
the  director  for  the  week  restore  them.  The  directors  order  monies 
paid  to  an  assistant  keeper,  which  the  warden  thinks  mi ju.-i itia'd**, 
and  the  warden  refuses  to  pay  it.     It  is  and  has  been  a  un»M  uncoiii- 

<> 
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fortable  controversy,  totally  inconsistent  with  the  order  of  1 
tion,  and  the  interests  of  the  State." 

The  directors  remark  on  this  paragraph,  page  14,  "  We 
a  statement  like  this  should  be  put  in  circulation  by  any 
It  is  but  calling  up  the  controversies  of  former  years,  ct 
which  occurred  not  between  the  present  warden  and  the  boa 
tween  them  and  an  officer  who  has  slept  for  years  in  his 
relation  to  the  present  warden,  this  board  endeavor  to  act  wi 
and  independence,  and  whatever  maybe  the  opinion  of  indivii 
board  in  regard  to  the  utility  of  his  office,  or  his  opinion  i: 
the  utility  of  theirs,  they  have  always  treated  him  and  his  s 
perfect  respect" 

And  again,  page  15,  "  We  must  repeat  our  regrets,  that 
should  be  represented  to  exist,  which  formerly  took  place  b 
board  and  one  who  is, now  no  more" 

The  pamphlet  containing  these  declarations  was  sigi 
Finney,  John  Soley,  William  C.  Jarvis.  And  this  pai 
printed  and  sent  to  the  members  of  the  same  Legislature, 
called  upon  by  the  Governor  in  his  message,  to  institute  ai 
tion,  in  which  the  first  object  of  attention  was  a  voluminous 
from  the  directors,  containing  allegations  against  the  wa 
cerning  which  the  committee  say,  at  the  close  of  the  in 
"  There  was  a  great  deal  of  testimony  offered  to  the  a 
support  of  these  allegations,  but  it  is  their  opinion  that  th 
made  out  by  proof,  and  in  fact  that  they  were  disproved 
dence  produced  by  the  warden." 

The  report  of  the  "committee  was  accompanied  with  a 
sing  to  restore  the  warden  to  his  rights,  and  thus  reunite 
responsibility  ;  to  abolish  the  board  of  directors,  and  establ 
of  inspectors ;  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  chaplain  to  de 
time  to  the  interests  of  the  institution  ;  and  to  substitute  n 
supplied  by  contractors,  instead  of  purchasing  beef  and 
other  provisions  to  be  used  by  others  than  convicts. 

Against  the  report  of  the  committee  the  directors  of 
sent  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  calling  in  question  the  ] 
their  proceedings. 

This  memorial  was  referred  by  the  Legislature  to  tl 
tee,  with  instructions  to  report  on  the  same,  in  view  of  th 
closed,  during  the  investigation  :  and  in  the  mean  time,  tl 
ture  proceeded  to  form  into  a  law,  in  all  its  important  sectk 
which  the  committee  had  reported.  Having  done  this,  the 
received  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  th 
which  concluded  by  giving  some  parts  of  the  memorial  a  c 
tive.  This  report  was  immediately  accepted  in  both  bran< 
Legislature.  The  bill  which  had  been  passed  with  great  [ 
and  unanimity,  speedily  received  the  seal  and  signature  of  th< 
A  resolve  was  afterwards  passed,  authorizing  the  Governoi 
commissioners  to  sit  during  the  recess  and  examine  the 
the  Prison,  which  the  committee  had  not  time  fully  and  s; 
to  investigate. 

Concerning  the  duties  devolved  upon  the  Executive,  of 
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«mussk»ers  on  the  accounts,  and  appointing  officers  of  the  Prison 
ader  the  new  law,  the  Governor  says,  in  his  speech,  at  the  opening 
tf  the  May  session, 

"A  commission  for  examining  and  stating  the  accounts  of  the  State  Prison  has 
tmeoutituted,  and  a  report  of  the  result  of  the  investigation  is  expected,  in  season 
fckeUd  before  you,  at  the  present  session.  The  executive  government  of  the 
ltim  has  ako  been  re-organized  by  the  designation  of  distinguished  individuals  to 
MBOM  the  board  of  inspectors,  by  the  appointment  of  a  skilful  physician,  and  of  a 
fcpon  whose  recommendations  import  successful  experience  and  peculiar  qualifi- 
Ww  tor  the  duties  of  that  highly  interesting  station,  and  by  the  reappointment 
tffc  farmer  warden.  Hie  execution  of  the  law  has  been  committed  to  the  charge 
jttne  who  were  known  to  be  deeply  excited  to  give  to  the  system  of  contemplated 
Am  the  most  faithful  experiment,  and  there  is  reason  to  expect,  that  under  the 
AwiitioDs  of  the  past,  and  with  the  arrangements  for  the  future,  such  disappoint- 
ing u  have  been  heretofore  suffered,  whether  in  the  pecuniary  results  of  the  cm- 
JhfMtof  the  convicts,  or  in  the  moral  effects  of  penitentiary  discipline,  will  not 
tar,  to  be  the  occasion  of  further  distrust  in  the  corrective  power  of  the  institution, 
Vi  to  upon  the  treasury  of  the  State.  Yet  the  entire  benefit  of  the  change  may  not, 
fate  be  realized.  Until  the  completion  of  the  new  Prison,  which  under  the  strenu- 
oerlioDS  of  the  warden,  is  rapidly  carried  forward,  the  pernicious  influences  of  a 
Ming  intercourse  are  not  to  be  prevented.  The  solitary  cell  alone,  can  withdraw 
^tdipnred  offender  from  a  hardening  correspondence  with  kindred  vice,  and  by 
gh^  off  the  sources  of  extraneous  excitement,  leave  his  mind  to  the  occupation  of 
flfejm,tothereproving8  of  an  awakened  conscience,  and  to  the  successful  applica- 
tor his  reformation  and  moral  improvement" 


'.  Tfa  commissioners  on  the  accounts  submitted  a  report  in  part  only 
M  the  May  session,  and  say,  "  It  has  been  found  necessary  in  order 
•  form  a  satisfactory  estimate  of  the  finances  of  the  State  Prison,  that 
bb  raTestigation  should  embrace  the  ensuing  six  months  to  the  30th 
rf Sept  1828,  as  at  that  period  the  annua]  account  of  stock  is  taken  and 
i  is  important  that  this  should  he  done  under  the  immediate  direction 
•d  supervision  of  the  commissioners." 

Thus  terminated  the  transactions  of  the  last  winter  in  regard  to  the 
Brison  at  Charlestown. 

What  are  tiie   future    prospects    of   the    new    Prison    in 

teUDELPHIA  ! 

"We  gave  the  plan  of  this  Prison  in  the  Second  Report,  and  stated 
he  principles  of  prison  discipline  for  which  it  was  designed.  In  the 
lui  of  building,  the  great  peculiarity,  which  the  projectors  sought, 
in  solitary  cells  in  which  it  should  be  physically  impossible  for  the 
■ricts  to  communicate  with  each  other  from  cell  to  cell.  And  the 
rat  principle,  which  was  to  be  acted  upon,  was  solitary  confinement 
■7  and  night,  without  labor.  To  secure  the  first  object,  a  plan  of 
■Ming  was  adopted,  broad,  complicated,  inconvenient,  and  expen- 
se. Against  this  plan  of  building  we  made  the  following  objections 
'the  Second  Report ; — the  difficulty  of  preventing  the  prisoners  from 
omanicating  with  each  other  cither  through  the  air  chamber  or 
W  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards  ;  the  impossibility  of  inspecting 
B  conduct  of  the  prisoners  in  the  ccll3  or  in  the  exercising  yards, 
her  from  the  observatory  in  the  centre  of  the  large  yard,  or  from  tlir 
rem  on  the  external  wall ;  the  difficulty  of  the  keepers  knowing  it 
eases  of  sudden  sickness  and  distress  among  the  prisoners ;  the 
tineas  of  making  every  cell  a  water-closet ;  the  difficulty  ot  vcvVto 
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ducing  labor  if  it  should  be  found  necessary ;  the  difficulty  of  con 
nicating  instruction,  and  the  expense.  Since  that  Report  was  writ 
on  a  visit  to  Philadelphia,  the  experiment  was  made  to  ascer 
whether  the  first  point  was  gained,  viz.  cells  so  constructed  tha 
should  be  impossible  to  converse  from  cell  to  cell.  Having  enti 
separate  cells  and  closed  the  doors,  opening  into  the  exercising  yi 
and  the  passage,  we  found  no  difficulty  in  conversing.  A 
leaving  the  cells,  we  found  no  difficulty  in  conversing  from  one  e 
cising  yard  to  another,  when  we  were  in  adjoining  yards,  or  from  j 
to  yard  with  several  intervening.     Here  then  is  a  perfect  fail 

IN  THE  FIRST  GREAT  OBJECT  IN  THIS  PLAN  OF  BUILDING.      It  is  net 

impossible  nor  difficult  for  persons  to  converse  from  cell  to  cell 
from  exercising  yard  to  exercising  yard.  The  plan  of  building 
other  respects,  i.  c.  in  regard  to  facilities  for  inspection  and  inst 
tion,  guarding  and  keeping,  airing  and  cleansing,  lighting  and  wi 
ing,  as  well  as  the  principle  of  prison  discipline  for  which  it  was 
signed,  i.  e.  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  hm 
we  have  already  said  in  this  Report,  a  great  weight  of  opinion 
fact  against  it  in  America  and  Europe.  We  shall  now  proceei 
show  the  truth  of  this  declaration,  for  the  twofold  purpose  of  cool 
ing  the  argument  of  our  last  Report  against  the  plan  of  building,  '• 
the  principle  of  prison  discipline  for  which  it  was  designed,  an 
contributing  all  in  our  power  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  a  syst 
which  we  should  so  much  deprecate.  This  is  the  critical  time, 
which  what  can  be  done,  ought  to  be  done ;  because  the  Legislature 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  next  session,  will  be  called  upon  to  decide 
final  question,  which  has  been  suspended  nearly  two  years,  whet 
this  Prison  shall  be  completed  on  the  original  plan,  or  one  on  anot 
and  more  generally  approved  plan  adopted. 

The  opinion  of  Lafayette  is  thus  expressed  in  a  letter,  da 
August,  1825,  to  a  gentleman  in  England  : 

"  A9  to  Philadelphia,"  says  the  general,  "  I  had  already,  on  my  visit  of  die 
year,  expressed  my  regret,  that  the  great  expenses  of  the  new  Penitentiary  twft 
had  been  chiefly  calculated  on  a  plan  of  solitary  confinement.  This  matter  has  h 
become  an  object  of  discussion.  A  copy  of  your  letter,  and  my  own  observations  I 
been  requested ;  and  as  both  opinions  are  actuated  by  equally  honest  and  good! 
ings,  as  .solitary  confinement  has  never  been  considered  but  with  a  view  to  refor 
tion,  I  believe  our  ideas  will  have  their  weight  with  men,  who  have  been  discouri 
by  late  failures  of  success  in  the  reformation  plan.  It  seems  to  me  two  of  the  ifj 
venienccs  most  complained  of  might  be  obviated,  in  making  use  of  the  solitary  < 
to  separate  the  prisoners  at  ni&ht>  and  multiplying  the  rooms  of  common  labm 
as  to  reduce  the  number  in  each  room  to  tchat  it  was,  when  the  population 
less  dense  ;  an  arrangement  which  would  enable  the  managers  to  keep  distinct 
among  the  men  to  be  reclaimed,  according  to  the  state  of  their  morals  and  behtv) 

And  again,  as  expressed  to  an  American  gentleman,  in  a  to 
from  him  dated  Sept.  1826 : 

"  The  people  of  Pennsylvania  think,  said  he,  that  the  system  of  solitary  con 
ment  is  a  new  idea,  a  new  discovery  ; — not  so — it  is  only  the  revival  of  the  syste 
the  Bastile.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  has  given  to  the  world  an  exams 
humanity,  and  whose  code  of  philanthropy  has  been  quoted  and  canvassed  by  au 
rope,  is  now  about  to  proclaim  to  the  world  the  inefficacy  of  the  system,  and  revivi 
restore  the  cruel  code  of  the  most  barbarous  and  unenlightened  age. —  1  hope  my  fri 
of  Pennsylvania  will  consider  the  effect  this  system  had  on  the  poor  prisoners  ol 
Bastile.  1  repaired  to  the  scene,  said  he,  on  the  second  day  of  the  demolition, 
found  that  all  the  prisoners  had  been  deranged  by  their  solitary  confinement,  « 
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s;— he  bad  been  a  prisoner  twenty-five  years,  and  was  led  forth  during  the  bright 
the  tumultuous  riot  of  the  people,  whilst  engaged  in  tearing  down  the  building. 
looked  around  with  amazement,  for  he  had  seen  nobody  for  that  spare  of  timi7, 
before  night  he  was  so  much  affected,  that  he  became  a  continued  maniac,  from 
eh  situation  he  nerer  recovered." 

The  Seventh  Report   of  the    London    Prison    Discipline    Society, 
-aentcd  and  published  in  1827,  contains  the  following  remarks  on 
new  Prison  in  Philadelphia: 

'As  there  arc  some  parts  of  the  plan  which  appear  objectionable  to  the  corn- 
ice, they  subjoin  the  principal  remarks  which  have  occurred  to  tl  10*11. 
The  want  of  doors  next  the  middle  passages  appears  to  be  a  particular  defect  in 
construction,  as  in  case  of  the  officer's  discovering  negligence  or  impropt  r 
rt  in  any  prisoner,  (through  the  inspection  aperture.)  he  cannot  have  direct 
to  any  of  the  cells  but  must  pat*  out  of  the  building,  and  round  the  exterior 
[die  large  court  or  garden,  before  he  can  enter  the  prisoner's  apartment. 

order  to  secure  a  proper  degree  of  superintendence  over  the  prisoners,  it 
requisite  that  inspectors  should  be  constantly  employed  iu  pacing  through 
!  passages  of  the  interior,  and  in  separately  viewing  each  cell.  The  inspection  of 
tunal!  yards  from  the  central  watch-tower,  must,  it  is  considered,  be  incomplete, 
ilhe  prisoners  will,  in  a  great  degree,  be  screened  by  the  side  walls.  The  scpiarv 
»#of  the  buildings  and  yards,  next  the  centre,  will  also  impede  the  officer's 
o?era  considerable  portion  of  the  intervening  courts  and  external  boundaries 
low  elevation  of  the  division-walls  totween  the  yards,  appears  to  olfer  means  of 
uuuication  from  yard  to  yard,  and  a  temptation  to  escape  over  the  walls.  As 
leelfc  are  to  be  only  one  story  high,  the  prisoners  will  constantly  be  placed  near 
\%t  lurfice,  in  small  rooms,  which  are  not  intended  to  l>e  ventilated  by  doors  or 
'  tow*  opposite  to  each  other.  By  this  confined  arrangement,  it  is  considered 
the  salubrity  of  the  interior  cannot  be  rendered  so  complete  as  if  the  sleeping- 
lad  been  formed  in  one  or  more  upper  stories  ;  in  that  ease  they  could  still  be 
the  external  boundary,  and  they  would  have  a  much  better  system  of  vcntila- 
V*.  By  tiiese  means,  also,  the  whole  might  he  rendered  more  economical  in  point 
rf  eipense,  and  less  space  would  be  occupied  by  the  buildings  than  according  to 
fepewDt  design. 

The  description  of  the  Prison,  received  by  the  committee,  makes  no  mention  of 
ichapel,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  provided  in  the  plan  :  neither  are  there  any 
vpuatc  apartments  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  prisoners  :  this  is, 
wmI,  a  lamentable  omission  in  the  design." 

Tbc  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  in  a  report  submitted  to  the 
legislature,  Jan.  7,  1828,  and  by  the  Legislature  published,  has  the 
Mowing  practical  observations  on  the  new  Prison  at  Philadelphia  : 

"There  arc  some  objections  to  the  plan  of  the  Philadelphia  Prison  which  the  pub- 
fc  <Wght  to  understand. 

It  appears  that  the  yard  contains  about  twelve  acres  of  ground,  on  one  side  of 
■kfeh  u  the  front  building,  and  through  the  basement  story  of  which,  is  an  arched 
*yihrge  enough  for  a  team  to  pass,  and,  of  course,  to  be.  secured  by  a  heavy  and 
•w*  gite,  the  whole  building  being  within  the  outer  walls.  Tins  building  i«  de- 
4peH,  not  only  to  contain  the  family  of  the  first  officer  of  the  institution,  whose 
*•■»  arc  lighted  through  grates  of  massive  iron  bars,  but  also  to  contain  the  hospi- 
*!of  the  sick,  on  one  side  of  the  keeper's  family,  and  on  the  other,  the  female  con- 
Mf :  while  the  basement  story  is  to  be  occupied  as  cooking,  storage,  and  washing 
fewuneot  for  the  Prison ;  and  the  best  mar-yards,  must,  of  necessity,  be  set  apart 
fcr  the  u*e  of  tho^c  departments,  leaving  little  or  no  accommodation  of  that  sort  for 

fa  keeper's  fondly. 
Tke  n«ual  and  most  convenient  approach  to  and  egress  from  the  family  room-,  ol 

fa  keeper,  is  through  a  narrow,  inconvenient,  winding  stair-way  leading  from  the 

vtbri  way  to  those  rooms. 
By  the-e  arrangements,  the  family  of  the  keeper  or  warden,  is  literally  subjected  tn 

fapn'ttwuuent :  surrounded  by  impervious  walls  and  immovable  grates  anil  can  only 

better 

orifiird  and  christian  family. 


» 


Bphttwuuent :  surrounded  by  impervious  walls  and  immovable  grates  and  can  only 
tfoy  the  unobstructed  light  of  heaven,  by  groping  their  way  through  a  pn*sai;e, 
Kter  fitted  for  an  entrance  into  a  subterranean  catacomb  than  to  the  residence  ot  a 
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Tet  all  this  is  a  trifling  matter,  when  compared  with  the  horrors  of  a  1 
within  the  walls  of  a  family  dwelling,  where  the  shrieks  of  the  insane  and  the 
of  die  dying  are  mingled,  with  the  yells  and  curses  of  abandoned  and  pn 
female  convicts  in  adjacent  apartments. 

The  keeper  of  a  Penitentiary  must  expect  to  give  himself  up  entirely,  and  e: 
best  energies,  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and  must  expose  himself,  \ 
ally,  to  unpleasant  associations  and  considerable  hazard ;  but  he  ought,  at  leas) 
allowed  the  privilege,  as  well  as  the  means,  of  providing  a  safe,  comfortable, ; 
spectable  abode  for  his  wife  and  children,  free  from  the  physical  and  moral  ci 
nation  of  a  Prison. 

There  are  many  matters  of  detail,  which,  in  the  course  of  business,  will  be 
in  the  aggregate,  of  serious  moment,  although  it  is  difficult  to  describe  the 
would  occupy  too  much  space,  and  too  far  extend  these  remarks :  but  some  o 
should  be  noticed.  All  the  food  of  the  prisoners  must  be  carried,  three  times 
from  the  kitchen  on  one  side  of  the  twelve  acre  lot,  to  the  centre ;  and  fro  mi 
the  carriers  are  to  diverge  off  in  seven  different  directions,  and  travel  down  the 
ges  to  the  extremes,  unfasten  the  small  windows,  put  the  food  through  them  i 
cells,  take  out  the  dishes  previously  left  and  fasten  up  each  window.  AHowi 
man  to  do  this  service  for  each  block,  how  long  would  it  take  him  thus  to  dis 
the  food,  collect  and  return  to  the  kitchen  all  the  empty  dishes,  and  how  many 
in  the  business  of  each  meal,  would  he  need  to  travel  the  whole  extent  o 
passages  ? 

In  these  avenues  fragments  of  meat  and  vegetables  will  be  dropped,  soup 
spilled;  and  to  preserve  health,  they  will  need  cleansing  often. — All  this 
service  will,  of  course,  be  performed,  not  by  convicts,  but  by  the  hired  sern 
the  kitchen ;  and  what  will  prevent  them  from  communicating  with  the  com 
the  cells  ? 

If  the  assistant  keepers  are  required  to  watch  the  servants,  and  follow  thei 
and  forth,  (a  service  not  likely  to  be  very  scrupulously  performed,)  the  waiti 
could  find  means  to  slip  in  tobacco,  spirits,  letters,  &c.  from  convicts'  friend 
associates  outside,  who  would  readily  discover  and  apply  means  of  successful  I 
to  these  prison  servants. 

Convicts'  clothes  must  be  frequently  changed,  and  probably  passed  throi 
feeding  windows ;  this  also  will  afford  the  means  of  furnishing  forbidden  artic 

To  shave  the  convicts,  a  keeper  must  take  a  barber  from  the  open  yard  ii 
exercising  yard,  and  thence  into  each  cell ;  and  all  these  treble  doors  to  ea 
must  be  unfastened  and  fastened  every  time  the  convict  is  approached,  to  alk 
exercise,  to  be  examined  by  tho  physician,  to  take  him  to  the  hospital,  and  f 
other  similar  purpose. 

Prudence  would  frequently  require  two  or  more  persons  to  enter  a  single  ct 
always  in  the  night  time,  in  cases  of  emergency. 

Among  prisoners,  many  of  whom  are  always  of  dissipated  habits,  nothing  i 
common  than  sudden  sickness  from  epileptic  and  other  fits,  bursting  of  blood  \ 
cramps,  palsies,  &c.  Such  cases  of  distress  cannot  be  discovered  but  by 
chance,  by  almost  a  miracle,  before  it  might  be  too  late. 

And  if  discovered,  whether  in  the  day  or  night  time,  in  sunshine  or  storms 
be  brought  from  the  cells  through  all  those  doors,  and  open  yards,  and  avenut 
passages,  to  the  hospital  in  the  keeper's  building.    Suppose  some  unfortunate 
should  suddenly  die  in  a  fit,  or  from  other  cause,  for  want  of  timely  notice  anc 
what  excruciating  sufferings  would  such  a  calamity  occasion. 

The  quantity  of  hot  and  cold  air,  as  well  as  of  water  that  each  convict  may 
to  be  regulated  by  himself.  In  cold  weather,  and  being  idle,  he  will  keep  1 
too  hot  for  health,  and  will  not  be  apt  to  attend  much  to  ventilation  ;  if  he  d« 
will  most  likely  take  all  the  hot  air  he  can  procure,  and  counteract  it  by  a  pn 
of  cold  air  from  without. 

Should  many  pursue  this  course,  the  general  fund  of  heat  in  the  air  cha 
will  be  wasted,  which  will  compel  others  to  stop  their  cold  air  entirely,  and  r 
ventilation  altogether ;  and  then,  perhaps,  suffer  wijh  cold  as  well  as  those  wl 
have  exhausted  the  heat ;  and  while  many  from  constitution,  health,  or  age, ' 
less  able  to  bear  the  cold  than  others.  In  the  same  way,  a  few  convicts  ma; 
their  pipes  of  water  constantly  running,  and  waste  the  fountain. 

Without  going  further  into  particulars  on  this  point,  it  is  a  sufficient  objectio 
the  convicts  have  any  power  or  control  over  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  res 
though  it  may  affect  themselves :  for  there  will  always  be  some  who  will  e: 
such  power  for  mischievous  purposes." 
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w  Prison  at  Pittsburg,  was  constructed  on  the  same  general 

as  that  in  Philadelphia.     There  was  a  slight  difference  in 

on,  inasmuch  as  the  cells  were  built  on  the  circumference  of 

and  not  on  the  radii.     But  both  were  designed  for  solitary 

nt  day  and  night  without  labor.     The  Prison  at  Pittsburg 

occupied  by  a  few  convicts  more  than  a  year.     It  is  therefore 

to  inquire,  how  the  experiment  succeeds  ?  In  answer  to  this 

e  give  an  extract  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Basil  Hall, 

pal  Navy,  dated  July  1, 1828  :  ••  At  Pittsburg,  I   visited  the 

ry.     After  examining  some  of  the  unoccupied  cells,  I  asked 

se  in  which  the  prisoners  were  confined  in  solitude.     Accor- 

were  shown  into  one  of  the  ranges,  where  38  persons,  I 

e  locked  up ;  and  had  the  intermediate  doors  in  the  passage 

,  they  might  probably  have  found  it  not  very  easy  to  hold 

ation  ;  but  these  were  all  open,  and  the  prisoners  were  sit- 

sir  gratings,  and  had  evidently  been  in  conversation  when 

i.    They  were  of  course  without  employment.     So  much  for 

y  principle." 

spectors  of  the  Prison,  too,  express  some  doubt  whether  the 

is  wise  and  good.     They  say  in  their  Report  to  the  Legisla- 

1  Feb.  8,  1828  : 

3  system  is  well,  though  expensively,  calculated  for  the  safety  of  society 
lete  seclusion  of  the  convict ;  and  that  it  is  as  well  adapted  to  cherish 
f  his  ultimate  reformation  as  any  that  can  he  devised,  there  can  he  no 
nust  however  be  admitted  that  it  is  still  made  a  question,  whether  the 
s  could  not  be  equally  well  obtained  by  compelling  them  to  labor,  at 
occupation,  either  in  solitude  or  in  small  companies,  resorting  to  strict 
t  for  limited  periods,  as  a  severer  punishment  for  the  higher  grades  of 
ffhen  necessary  using  it  as  a  means  of  disciplining  and  subduing  the  re- 
le  could  thus,  as  is  alleged,  be  compelled  in  some  measure  to  render 
y  a  remuneration  for  his  maintenance  and  custody. 
Uy  practicable  with  the  present  plan  of  the  Penitentiary  to  carry  into 
ittt  solitary  imprisonment,  without  keeping  the  criminals  continually 
t  their  respective  cells.  So  strict  a  course  of  confinement  continued 
any  considerable  period  of  time,  would,  it  is  to  be  feared,  occasion  a 
alth.  Exercise  is  necessary,  and  that  exercise  ought  to  consist  of  appli- 
bor,  or  walking  within  prescribed  limits.  Yet  we  nave  seen  that  labor  is 
d  for  in  this  Penitentiary ;  and  as  to  the  opportunity  of  walking,  that, 
nt  circumstances,  must  necessarily  he  indulged  in  front  of  the  entiro  row 
which  the  prisoner  may  be  attached,  and  is  in  full  view  and  hearing  of 
Qts." 

in  answer  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the  inspectors  by  the  com- 

s  of  the  Legislature,  A.  Brackenridge  replies  : 

pects  a  system  of  labor,  I  was  at  first  apprehensive  that  considerable 
would  be  necessary  for  this  purpose,  but  1  have  made  a  full  inquiry  and 
i,  and  am  satisfied  that  little  else  than  the  erection  of  workshops  is  ne- 
nake  it  a  most  admirable  establishment,  uniting  the  two  systems  of  labor 
onfinement.  For  such  workshops,  there  arc  ample  spaces  left,  and  in 
nirable  positions.  Three  largo  workshops  each  about  40  feet  by  50  may 
on  each  side  of  the  central  yard.  These,  in  my  opinion  will  contain  ara- 
r  the  exercise  of  all  the  convicts,  in  every  kind  of  trade  that  can  bo 
mployed  in  an  establishment  of  this  kind.  $3,000  would  build  these  six 
and  enable  the  board  to  introduce  the  discipline  of  labor,  cither  entirely 
To  furnish  you  with  the  views  of  the  board  of  inspectors  upon  this 
nnex  a  copy  of  their  report,  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  last  winter, 
m  opinion,  individually,  1  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  compelling  convicts 
bor.  I  have  no  idea  of  supporting  a  parcel  of  rogues  in  idleness  at  the 
use*  under  the  visionary  notion  of  sending  them  out  to  society  agtist 
I  regenerated." 


derive  from  an  analyst*  of  each,  some  light  for  our  guidance  in  the  dil 
penitentiary  punishment.  If,  after  an  honest  investigation  of  the  su 
branches  and  bearings,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  syst< 
mont,  which  prescribes  hard  labor,  with  due  inspection,  in  joint  worl 
the  day,  and  separate  dormitories  at  night,  is  preferable  to  solitary  im; 
day  and  night,  with  or  without  labor,  the  Legislature  and  our  fellow  ci 
assured,  that  it  is  a  conclusion  to  which  we  have  come  with. great  and 
tancc.  We  entered  upon  the  performance  of  our  duty  with  a  belief  : 
the  system  of  solitary  confinement  proposed  to  be  pursued  in  the  n 
Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia,  would  be  found,  upon  examination  and  exp 
sound  in  theory,  valuable  as  respects  convicts,  and  not  inconvenicntl; 
to  the  finances  of  the  State.     We  have  a  common  interest  with  the  res 

j  -1  citizens  that  the  public  money  should  appear  to  have  been  advantaged 

on  the  great  undertakings  at  the  two  cities ;  and  we  trust  that  we  p 
cicntly  just  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  character  and  dignity  of  our  Sts 

i;  J  to  recommend  the  abandonment  of  any  system  which  may  be  thought 

offspring  of  Pennsylvania.  Our  belief,  however,  in  the  value  of  solitar 
as  a  punishment  for  crime  has  gradually  given  way  before  the  irresistit 
which  a  thorough  examination  of  the  subject  has  forced  upon  us  ;  an< 
conclusion  may  be  at  variance  with  the  sentiments  of  a  highly  respects 
our  fellow  citizens,  as  well  as  with  our  own  pre-conceived  impression 
be  unfaithful  to  our  trust,  and  to  our  consciences,  if  we  hesitated,  for 
declare  our  deliberate  opinion. 

If,  therefore,  the  question  were  entirely  open  in  this  State,  if  pre 
ments  of  a  nature  too  serious  to  be  overlooked  did  not  interfere,  we  sh 
recommend  to  the  Legislature  the  entire  and  absolute  adoption  of  i 
solitary  confinement  at  night,  with  joint  labor  in  the  day  time,  on  tl 
Penitentiaries  at  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  and  Wetherstield.  Situated  be 
are  in  this  State ;  with  a  Prison  completed  at  Pittsburg  on  the  plan  ol 
fmement  without  labor,  and  with  another  partially  finished  at  Philadel 
for  solitary  confinement  and  perhaps  for  solitary  labor,  we  feel  that 
liberty  to  use  the  same  measure  of  suggestion  that  we  otherwise  sho 
an  abandonment  of  the  present  buildings  upon  which  so  much  of  the 
has  been  expended,  the  system  pursued  at  Auburn  cannot  be  adoj 
features. 

The  new  Penitentiary,  near  Philadelphia,  is  well  known  to  the  Le 
on  a  scale  of  greater  extent  than  that  at  Pittsburg.     The  outer  wall**,  ti 
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'inld  10  many  be  necessary,  and  such  other  apartments  as  may  be  required ;  and  for 
fc  ration  of  covered  workshops  for  the  performance  of  their  joint  labor.  The  cost 
tf  taw  buildings  it  is  believed,  will  not  equal  the  amount  required  for  the  remain- 
ig far  block*  of  cells  on  the  original  plan.  When  it  is  remembered  that  these  four 
Hmi  will  contain  only  152  prisoners,  and  the  whole  Prison  on  the  original  plan 
•alj  266  prisoners,  and  that  the  average  number  of  convicts  in  the  old  Prison,  for 
tWkit  three  years,  has  been  about  500,  (exclusive  of  those  from  the  counties  which 
Mr  lead  their  convicts  to  Pittsburg,)  it  will  be  seen  that  provision  must  be  made, 
WMwhtrc  else,  for  at  least  230  convicts  ;  unless  we  are  disposed  to  place  so  much 
Mil  the  system,  as  to  believe,  that  it  will  reduce  the  average  number  of  convicts 
bIN, and  keep  it  at  that  point,  notwithstanding  the  increasing  population  of  the 
late.  The  arrangement  we  have  suggested,  therefore,  has  the  advantage  of  provid- 
h|fct  the  whole  body  of  convicts,  at  an  expense,  in  respect  of  buildings,  probably 
■i fan  would  be  required  on  the  other  system  for  a  very  limited  number;  and  this 
•wantage  becomes  more  apparent  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Walnut  street  Prison 
■j.Ku  early  period  after  the  completion  of  the  necessary  dormitories,  be  sold  for 
wiMttfit  of  those  to  whom  it  belongs  ;  whereas,  if  the  proposed  system  of  solitude 
It  adopted  throughout,  the  Walnut  street  Prison  must  probably  be  maintained  in  its 
pnt condition,  until  another  scries  of  solitary  cells  shall  be  constructed  for  all  the 
■Midi  whom  the  new  Penitentiary  is  unable  to  accommodate." 

The  commissioners  for  building  the  new  Penitentiary,  (a  body  dis- 
tort from  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature  Messrs.  King,  Shaleu, 
■d  Wharton,)  presented  a  report  to  the  Legislature  in  which  they 
riD  contend  for  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor.     If 

*  we  correctly  informed,  however,  the  effect  of  it  was  not  such  as  to 
r**ent  a  great  tide  of  feeling  against  their  system,  and  in  favor  of 

|  *hrj  confinement  at  night  and  labor  by  day,  as  recommended  by 
;  faffs.  King,  Shaler,  and  Wharton,  and  as  practised  at  Auburn, 
fcgSng,  and  Wethersfield.  We  find  however  in  their  report  the 
■lowing  testimony  to  the  value  and  importance  of  religious  instruc- 
fr"  in  a  Prison,  which  is  worthy  to  be  printeu  in  letters  of  gold, 
ud  without  which  every  system  of  prison  discipline  must  be  radically 
fcfectiTC.    They  say, 

*  The  cure  of  these  diseases  of  the  mind,  the  source  of  so  much  crime,  is  most  rcadi- 
f  e&cted  by  punishment,  which  causes  reflection  on  the  past,  and  which  is  calcula- 
y  when  duly  administered,  to  produce,  under  the  divine  blessing,  a  change  of  mo  nil 
•Utter,  the  only  sure  preventive  of  crime.  It  is  always  to  be  kept  in  view,  that 
t*tf>fcisu  laid  on  the  advantages  of  constant  religious  instruction.  The  cells  art; 
Jbejisted  only  by  the  officers  of  the  Prison  and  such  special  visiters  as  may  bo 
■■pWed  by  the  Legislature,  in  the  proposed  act.  The  officers  should  be  men  of 
r*"den«  tod  morality,  temperate  and  kind  in  their  behavior  and  manners,  and  us  far 
■Jj™eticable.  piou/>. 

fa  reH^oas  instructer  especially,  should  be  a  man  well  acquainted  with  human 
.affectionate  and  firm,  possessed  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spiiit,  and  actuated  by  a 
to  do  good  to  the  prisoners  whom  he  instructs.  He  should  visit  their  cheer- 
■■■•odes,  as  their  counsellor,  guide  and  friend :  and  thus  obtain  their  confidence 
■4  attachment,  especially  those  of  the  young.  They  would  unbosom  their  soul-* 
™ freedom;  be  would  learn  their  history  and  character,  and  be  enabled  to  suit  his 
■***es  to  their  dispositions  and  to  their  circumstances.  He  should  constantly  ami 
P^Ndy  instruct  them  in  the  principles  and  doctriuo  of  the  christian  religion,  and 
f  jpaMe  dependence  on  the  divine  blessing  exert  all  his  influence  in  fanning  the 
™f  flame  of  virtue,  and  discouraging  every  appearance  of  vice  ;  thus  convincing 
Jj*i  he  seeks  their  present  and  everlasting  good.  Who  that  is  acquainted  with  the 
■B  heart  and  the  blessings  which  usually  flow  from  a  faithful  and  humble  use  of 
■Beans  of  grace,  can  hesitate  to  believe,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  ceils 
"I  be  brought  to  entertain  the  hope  that  their  own  moral  characters  have  been  rarii- 
•Jj  changed,  and  that  thus  their  punishment  will  icsultin  the  prevention  of  crime. 
The  oecefeity  and  importance  of  the  religious  instruction  of  prisoners,  as  the  best 
klsnry  sure  mode  of  reformation,  is  much  insisted  on  by  practical  men,  who  are 
tenant  with  Prisons,  both  in  England  and  in  this  country. 
la  excellent  writer  on  Prisous,  Joseph  J.  Giuurcr  of  London,  who  taa  YU^>Vi*\\eA 
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as  to  prove  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt*  that  the  most  serious  benefits  an< 
ings  to  society  are  to  be  hoped,  from  the  encouragement  of  this  truly  benevofc 
interesting  branch  of  modern  prison  improvement" 

The  superintendent  of  the  Prison  in  the  State  of  Maine,  in  his  hurt  report 
Legislature  of  that  State,  says,  "  it  is  very  desirable  that  some  further  means 
moral  and  literary  instruction  of  the  convicts,  should  be  adopted,  so  that  the 
leave  the  Prison  better  prepared  to  become  useful  citizens." 

The  former  superintendent  of  the  Prison  in  New  Hampshire  was  so  we 
vinced  of  the  necessity  of  religious  instruction  in  Prisons,  as  to  offer  a  sum  of  i 
from  his  own  purse,  in  addition  to  what  the  legislature  appropriated,  if  he  co 
tain  a  person,  who  would  devote  a  considerable  part  of  his  time,  to  the  moi 
religious  instruction  of  the  convicts. 

The  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  Gerbhom  Powers,  Esq.  in  a  reeeo 
published  by  him,  entitled,  "  Brief  notices,  &c."  says,  "  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  stal 
the  views  of  the  institution  until  lately,  had  been  unfavorable  to  the  servic 
resident  chaplain,  from  the  belief  that  they  might  have  had  a  bad  effect  upon  th 
pline  of  the  Prison." 

"  In  November,  1825,  the  Rev.  Jared  Curtis  was  employed  and  sent  hei 
resident  chaplain,  by  the  Massachusetts  Prison  Discipline  Society,  since  wl 
i  has  continued  with  ability  and  zeal  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  and  al 

<  strong  prejudices  were  to  be  encountered,  his  knowledge  of  human  nature, 

views  of  public  policy,  the  penitentiary  system  and  prison  discipline,  with  a 
and  uniform  devotion  to  his  duties,  has  not  only  enabled  him  to  overcome 
prejudices,  but  the  favorable  result  of  his  labors  fully  justify  our  expectation 

The  commissioners  of  the  legislature  of  die  State  of  New  York,  Messrs.  He 
and  Tibbktts,  in  their  last  report  to  the  legislature  use  this  language :  "  We  ' 
the  labors  of  the  present  excellent  chaplain  have  had  a  most  happy  effect 
minds  of  the  prisoners.  He  at  once  enjoys  the  eood  will  of  the  prisoners,  as  i 
by  their  almost  unanimous  declarations,  and  at  the  same  time  strengthens  the 
of  the  keepers.  It  seems  to  be  the  effect  of  truth,  plain  dealing,  and  sincere 
for  the  good  of  the  convict." 

The  keeper  of  the  Virginia  Penitentiary  says,  "I  am  clearly  of  opinion  tha 
advantage  should  be  given  to  convicts  for  their  improvement  in  morality  i 
ligion." 

The  keeper  of  the  Penitentiary  in  Ohio  says,  "  I  am  convinced,  that  a  prop 
tern  of  religious  instruction  is  necessary,  in  aid  of  the  discipline  now  enfor 
produce  in  any  good  degree  that  reformation  which  the  friends  of  the  system 
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impossible,  and  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor  ;  but 
that  it  will  be  so  varied  from  the  original  design,  as  to  adapt  it  to  the 
general  principles  recommended  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, Messrs.  King,  Shaler,  and  Wharton,  and  adopted  at  Auburn, 
Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield. 

What  misapprehensions  exist  in  Europe,  concerning  prison 
discipline  in  America? 

The  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society  con- 
tains, page  1 10,  the  following  statement : 

"Solitary  confinement,  unmitigated  by  employment  either 
foe  body  or  mind  is  the  most  prominent  feature  in  the  dis- 
cipline now  recommended  in  the  united  states." 

We  presume  the  committee  of  the  London  Society  will  be  glad  to 
learn  how  great  is  this  misapprehension.  There  is  not  a  neic  Prison 
built,  or  building  in  the  United  States,  except  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
(his  principle  is  adopted  or  approved.  The  new  Prisons  in  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Maryland,  and  the  District  of 
Columbia,  are  none  of  them  designed  for  a  principle  of  prison  disci- 
pline so  generally  disapproved,  as  is  the  principle  at  the  head  of  this 
paragraph,  in  all  the  United  States,  except  Pennsylvania.  With 
this  exception,  in  the  States  enumerated,  the  principle  is  not  only 
lot  adopted,  but  in  Maine  and  New  York,  where  some  experiments 
bre  been  made,  in  a  very  philosophical  manner,  within  six  or  eight 
years,  to  try  the  principle,  it  has  been  abandoned.  And  in  New 
Jersey,  after  a  similar  experiment,  on  one  fourth  part  of  the  convicts, 
it  has  been  abandoned.  And  in  Virginia,  where  the  six  first  months  of 
the  terra  of  imprisonment  arc  in  solitary  cells,  without  labor  or  instruc- 
tion, the  practical  men,  who  have  witnessed  the  effects  of  it,  arc  deci- 
dedly adverse  to  its  continuance  even  for  so  large  a  part  of  the  term  of 
inprisonment :  and  speak  on  no  subject  in  terms  of  stronger  dis- 
ipprobation. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  public  opinion  in  those  States  where  new 
Prisons  are  built  or  building.  And,  also,  of  public  opinion  in  New 
Jersey  and  Virginia  where  experiments  have  been  made  to  try  the 
principle,  the  result  of  which  is  adverse  to  its  continuance.  In  other 
States  where  the  old  Penitentiaries  are  still  used ;  viz.  New  IIamj>- 
drire  and  Vermont,  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Georgia,  we  hear  nothing  in 
conversation,  and  see  nothing  in  print,  that  looks  like  a  remote  ten- 
dency to  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  unmitigated  by  employ- 
ment either  for  body  or  mind. 

In  the  old  States,  also,  where  there  are  no  Penitent 'aries,  viz. 
Rhode  Island,  Delaware,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Tennessee, 
there  is  very  little  if  any  prospect  at  present,  with  the  exception  per- 
haps of  Tennessee,  of  the  erection  of  a  Penitentiary  in  any  form  ; 
much  less  of  a  Penitentiary  on  the  principle  above  stated.  And  in  the 
new  States,  including  Louisiana,  for  which  the  Hon.  Edward  Liv- 
ijsoston  has  prepared  a  code  of  laws,  we  have  heard  and  seen  nothing 
daring  four  years  attention  to  the  subject,  which  can  be  the  foundation 
of  apprehension,  that  the  principle  will  be  adopted,  so  justly  de\Mucv 
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ted  in  Europe,  i.  e.  of  solitary  confinement  unmitigated  by  ei 
merit  either  for  body  or  mind.  And  even  in  Pennsylvania,  w] 
the  nearest  approach  to  it,  it  is  a  source  of  unfeigned  gratitud 
even  the  commissioners  for  building  the  new  Penitentiary  have  v 
advocated,  in  an  extract  already  given  from  their  report,  the  impo 
of  moral  and  religious  instruction  in  one  of  the  only  two  Prise 
this  country  where  solitary  confinement  without  labor  is  introdu 
contemplated.  And  one  of  these  two,  viz.  that  at  Pittsburg,  a 
from  extracts  already  given,  to  be  almost  prepared  to  introduce 
and  the  other,  viz.  that  in  Philadelphia,  as  we  have  already 
will  not  probably  be  completed  on  the  original  design. 

Having  mentioned  Mr.  Livingston,  the  author  of  the  new  a 
laws  for  Louisiana,  it  is  proper  to  prove,  by  one  or  two  brief  e: 
from  the  introduction  to  his  code  of  prison  discipline,  that  he  is  : 
advocate  for  solitary  confinement  without  labor  or  instruction,  i 
ing  of  imprisonment,  page  48,  in  the  Philadelphia  edition,  hi 
"  there  is  no  other  means  by  which  a  reformatory  process  (neces 
requiring  time  and  a  succession  of  operations)  can  be  carried  o 
labor,  no  instruction  without  detention ;  no  reformation  witkot 
ployment,  without  instruction,  religious,  moral,  and  literary" 

Again  he  says,  evidently  from  its  connexion,  with  pleasure  ai 
probation,  in  a  note  page  52  of  the  same  work,  that  "  Mr.  Ro 
Vaux,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  building  the  New  Prison,  (i 
Philadelphia,)' a  gentleman  to  whose  instructive  publications  anc 
versation  I  am  indebted  for  much  useful  information,  has  inform* 
that  the  plan  of  strict  seclusion,  has  never  received  the  sanction 
Legislature,  and  that  there  is  a  probability  that  it  will  be  so  mc 
as  to  admit  labor  and  instruction." 

With  this  statement  we  doubt  not  the  committee  of  the  L 
Society  will  be  convinced  of  their  misapprehension,  and  will  che< 
make  the  correction. 

Another  misapprehension  which  appears  to  be  equally  obviou 
be  exhibited  as  follows  : 

William  Roscoe,  Esq.  of  Liverpool,  published  a  pamphlet  in 
with  the  following  title  page,  "  A  brief  statement  of  the  causes, 
.have  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the  celebrated  system  of  Penite 
discipline  in  some  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

Abandonment  of  the  Penitentiary  system.  What  abandon! 
To  answer  this  inquiry,  the  first  question  is,  what  is  the 
tentiary  system  ?  And  in  answer  to  this  question  we  ha 
leading  features  in  language,  as  furnished  in  the  pamphlet  b 
Roscoe,  from  the  preamble  to  the  British  Act  of  Parliament,  ob 
in  the  year  1779,  by  the  united  efforts  of  Sir  William  Blacks 
Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Eden,  as  follows,  "  to  seclude  the  crii 
from  their  former  associates ;  to  separate  those  for  whom  hopes 
be  entertained  from  those  who  were  desperate ;  to  teach  them 
trades  ;  to  give  them  religious  instruction  ;  and  to  provide  then 
a  recommendation  to  the  world,  and  the  means  of  obtaining  an  1 
livelihood  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  their  punishment.1' 

What  practical  illustration  does  Europe  afford  of  the  mean 
this  language  ? 

The  Maison  d*  T?^rce,  at  Ghent,  for  more  than  half  a  century 
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to  exception  of  a  few  years,  has  been  nearly  allied  to  the  institution 
knifed  in  die  above  outline.  What  then  is  this  institution  in  the 
)pimon  of  competent  witnesses :  and  is  there  any  thing  nearly  cor- 
responding with  it  in  this  country  ?  In  answer  to  these  inquiries,  we 
B'ft  the  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  commissioners, 
ear*.  King,  Shaler,  and  Whaiiton,  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
nnn,  in  Senate,  Jan.  4,  1828. 

•  h  order  that  the  Legislature  may  possess  a  distinct  idea  of  the  general  character 
ad  practical  operations  of  this  system,  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  enter  somewhat 
sJd  detail  respecting  it ;  and  we  believe  the  object  will  best  bo  attained,  by  an 
ccout  of  one  or  two  of  the  Prisons,  in  which  the  system  has  been  thoroughly 
lied. 

It  «v  remarked  by  the  excellent  and  enlightened  Howard,  so  far  back  as  1770, 
ht  "the  Prisons  in  the  United  Provinces  are  so  quiet,  and  most  of  them  ho  clean 
bt  i  Ti<iter  can  hardly  believe  that  he  is  in  gaol." 

But  the  institution  which  beyond  all  others,  docs  honor  to  the  government  of  the 
fctheriands,  is  the  Penitentiary  at  Ghent,  called  the  Maison  do  Force. 

Iks  Prison  is  situated  on  the  bank  of  a  canal,  and  was  designed  on  the  plan  of  an 
*F»i  with  light  building*,  radiating  from  a  common  centre.  At  the  period  of 
loward's  visit  (1776)  only  four  sides  were  finished  ;  in  1817  a  fifth  was  added. 
Fk  building  designed  for  the  sleeping  apartments  of  the  convicts  are  divided  into 
■vitories,  on  each  of  which  is  a  corridor  or  passage,  six  feet  nine  inches  wide, 
!■*  open  to  the  air  of  the  adjoining  court  or  yard.  Adjoining  each  passage  is  a 
■ge  of  bed-rooms,  six  feet  ten  inches  by  five  feet  four  inches ;  and  seven  feet 
winchtthigh;  the  door  way  two  feet.  Each  convict  therefore  occupies  a  separate 
"-  Prisoners  are  committed  to  this  Penitentiary  to  remain  from  one  year  to 
*nt?  yean,  according  to  their  crimes.  On  their  arrival  they  arc  suitably  cleaned ; 
J*J*h receives  an  uniform  suit  of  clothes,  marked  with  the  number  of  the  room 
■■A  he  » to  occupy. 

At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  the  prisoners  leave  their  rooms  at  the  sound  of  a 
J^tod  repair  to  the  apartment  for  meals,  where  after  hearing  prayers,  they  obtain 
■*  breakfast,  for  which  half  an  hour  is  allowed.  They  then  proceed  to  their 
*i  which  is  performed  according  to  classes,  in  rooms  170  feet  long  and  26*  feet 
"id.  The  principal  employment,  in  1817,  was  weaving  calico,  damask,  and  sack- 
1  doth;  but  there  were  shops  for  sawyers,  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  &c.  The 
■jfcetory  fa  under  the  charge  of  a  contractor,  who  furnishes  each  prisoner  daily 
jjw26  ounces  of  brown  bread,  and  2  quarts  of  soup,  for  which  he  receives  from  the 
Jjwament  3  pence  half  penny  of  English  money  per  head  ;  equal  to  about  6£  cents 
■J*  He  provides  also  raw  materials  for  the  manufactory ;  these  are  weighed 
l"ea  they  arc  given  out,  and  when  they  are  returned  ;  and  the  prisoner  must  pay 
»aay  deficiency.  The  contractor  also  finds  machinery  ;  but  the  person  who  uses 
j*"w*erable  tor  any  accident.  The  work  done  is  estimated  according  to  a  regu- 
"Q  price,  and  the  prisoner  receives  at  one  time  the  whole  amount  of  his  earnings 
'T  *eek.  The  contractor  appoints  from  among  the  prisoners,  two  or  more  over- 
**in  each  room,  whose  duty  it  is  to  inspect  the  operations  of  the  others,  and 
*****  silence.  At  noon  the  prisoners  arc  allowed  two  hours  for  dinner,  for 
"fay  their  beds,  (which  in  fair  weather  they  bring  out  to  air)  and  for  exercise. 
*^ntthey  have  an  hour  for  supper.  A  bell  placed  at  a  window,  over  the  gate- 
2^pve*  notice  of  the  arrival  of  the  hour  of  meals,  &c.  when  the  convicts  are 
•wcted  in  perfect  silence  and  order,  to  their  appointed  places.  Spirituous  liquors 
•ttprw^y  prohibited.  Divine  service  is  performed  every  Sunday.  At  dark  the 
■•*"  are  shut  up  in  their  respective  cells.  The  discipline  is  enforced  by  solitary 
■fawnent,  in  cells  without  beds  or  other  comforts  for  a  period  not  exceeding  ten 
f*-  Corporeal  punishment  by  stripes  or  flagellation  is  aWo  allowed ;  hut  in  prac- 
•/tNnot  resorted  to,  "  merely  because  it  wax  found  to  be  unnecessary." 
*e  will  now  state  the  opinions  of  some  judicious  observers  upon  the  system  thin 
"pej  at  the  Ghent  Penitentiary.  Mr.  Howard,  who  visited  it  in  1776,  in  1778, 
J  in  1783,  speaks  thus  :  "  1  was  present  during  the  whole  time  the  men  criminals 
pf  at  dinner,  and  much  admired  the  regularity,  decency,  and  order,  with  which 

whole  was  conducted.  Every  thing  was  done  at  a  word  given  by  a  director ; 
notwor  confusion  appeared  :  and  this  company,  of  near  1W)  stout  criminals,  was 
trned  with  as  much  apparent  ease,  as  th«*  most  sober  and  well  disposed  assembly 
hil  Nckty." — "  I  revisited  the  Prison  in  1778  with  one  of  the  mag>atifcU»,  vivA 
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found  they  were  still  carrying  on  a  well  regulated  manufactory.    There  were 
men  prisoners,  and  117  women.    These  latter  had  on  their  house  clothes,  and  ^ 
at  work.    Most  of  them  were  spinning  or  knitting,  ranged  in  proper  order,  attes 
and  quiet.     1  was  informed  that  all  the  prisoners  were  allowed  one  fifth  of  1 
earning?  for  themselves.    1  brought  home  specimens  of  the  cloth  as  I  did  of 
paper  from  Brussels ;  which  1  mention  because  I  know  an  idea  has  prevailed* 
no  manufacture  can  he  carried  on  by  convicts,  to  any  valuable  purpose."    " 
number  of  the  criminals,  in  December  1781,  was  206.     They  were  spins 
weaving,  making  nets,  making  and  mending  clothes,  or  working  in  the  bake-fc» 
and  kitchen  ;  and  appeared  clean  and  healthy.    The  doors  of  the  bed-rooms  ■* 
open  while  they  were  out  in  the  day  time ;  and  none  of  the  rooms  appeared  uc 
least  offensive." — "  At  my  visit  in  1783,  I  found  here  a  great  alteration  foi 
worse;   the  flourishing  and  useful  manufactory  destroyed;   and  the  looms 
utensils  all  sold  in  consequence  of  the  Emperor's  too  hasty  attention  to  a  pet 
from  a  few  interested  persons.    That  which  ought  to  be  the  leading  views  i 
such  houses  is  now  lost.    Many  formerly  ascribed  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  1 
lives  to  the  trades  they  have  learned ;  and  the  attention  here  paid  them ;  but 
the  men  and  women  (the  former  326  in  number,  the  latter  150)  do  not  earn 
with  another  seven  farthings  a  day.    Their  victuals  are  also  reduced,  their  bread 
made  in  the  house  is  ammunition  bread.    In  consequenee  of  this  vile  poticr 
found  the  aspect  of  the  prisoners  quite  changed  ;  nor  could  I  wonder  to  hear  tl 
quarter  of  the  house  is  soon  to  be  fitted  up  for  an  infirmary." 

This  untoward  state  of  things  fortunately  did  not  continue  long.  The  systaJ 
manufacturing  labor  was  restored  ;  and  with  it  returned  the  good  order,  and  % 
health  of  the  convicts.  Thirty  four  years  after  the  last  visit  of  Mr.  Howard* 
Penitentiary  at  Ghent  was  again  examined  by  another  benevolent  and  iotellf 
observer.  Mr.  Buxton,  in  bis  work  on  prison  discipline,  to  which  we  have  be 
referred,  thus  speaks  of  its  condition  in  1817. 

"  The  utmost  order  and  regularity  are  preserved.  J?o  prisoner  is  aHowe* 
speak  ;  and  to  such  an  extent  was  this  prohibition  carried,  that  they  did  not  ids 
our  questions,  when  we  addressed  them.  I  never  saw  any  manufactory  in  w 
the  workmen  were  more  busy ;  wherever  wc  went  there  was  no  noise,  but 
motion  of  the  shuttle  ;  and  every  eye  and  every  hand  was  engaged.  Whethes 
conductor  was  with  us,  or  at  a  distance  no  difference  was  observable.  In  fact  a 
was  carried  to  its  highest  point."  "  The  number  of  sick  did  not  exceed  25. 
whole  number  of  prisoners  was  rather  more  than  1300."  To  our  question — "  O" 
100  persons  released  from  the  Prison  how  many  return  hither,"  the  sub-jailer  rej 
about  five.  In  answer  to  the  same  question,  the  governor  said,  "  That  of  the* 
ons  ten  per  cent,  returned,  but  hardly  any  of  the  misdemeanants."  "  By  this  eJ 
lent  system  the  convict  gains  habits  of  order,  self-restraint,  and  subjection  of  m> 
diligence  becomes  habitual  and  is  rendered  agreeable  by  the  wages  it  produces* 
present  he  receives  the  whole  amount  of  his  earnings,  but  this  is  a  new  and 
arrangement ;  and  it  is  intended  to  revert  to  the  old  plan  by  which  one  thud 
reserved  for  his  use  on  his  departure.  Many  instances  have  occurred  withfac 
governor's  recollection,  of  persons  acquiring  2  or  300  francs  ;  and  at  this  that 
knows  many  tradesmen  in  Ghent  who  on  leaving  Prison  had  set  up  in  the  busi 
which  they  had  learned,  had  been  enabled  to  do  so  by  the  capital  they  have 
saved,  and  had  flourished  by  those  habits  of  industry,  which  they  had  thus  acquir 
"  Nothing  in  the  whole  institution  struck  me  so  much  as  the  subdued,  civil,  sub 
sive,  decent  behavior  of  all  the  prisoners.  There  was  a  degree  of  cleanlinesl 
their  persons,  and  an  air  of  cheerfulness  in  their  countenances,  in  short  an  apf* 
ance  of  comfort  and  respectability  which  was  the  strongest  evidence  of  the  sue 
of  the  system." 

Such  are  the  arrangements  and  character  of  the  Penitentiary  at  Ghent,  whid 
the  last  half  century  appears  from  the  concurrent  testimony  of  competent  obse* 
to  have  effected  very  important  objects  in  penal  discipline.  We  proceed  no 
give  an  account  of  an  institution  upon  a  similar  plan  in  this  country. 

The  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  in  New  York,  was  commenced  in  the  year  I 
and  with  its  wings  and  work  shops,  occupies  the  four  sides  of  a  hollow  square, 
closed  by  a  wall  of  500  feet  on  each  side.  In  1819,  the  Legislature  alarmed  at 
progress  of  crime,  and  the  condition  of  the  old  Penitentiaries  authorised  an  alter! 
in  the  plans,  in  consequence  of  which  the  north  wing  and  front  were  construct* 
they  now  stand.  They  contain  in  all  550  cells  or  separate  apartments.  ] 
small  stoves,  and  six  large  and  twelve  small  lamps,  placed  in  the  open  area,  in  J 
of  the  cells,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  prisoners,  afford  heat  and  light  (or  650  o 
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id  or  watchman  is  found  sufficient  to  guard  400  prisoners,  and  to  pre* 
cation  between  them.    The  space  in  front  of  the  cells  forms  a  com* 

gallery ;  so  that  a  watchman  in  the  open  area  on  the  ground  can  hear 
*  from  a  distant  cell  in  the  upper  story. 

le  provisions  and  precautions  for  the  separate  confinement  of  the 
%ht.  In  the  day  time,  they  are  compelled  to  labor  together,  in  an 
nitential  manner.  During  the  night,  turnkeys  are  constantly  employ- 
ound  the  gallaries,  wearing  woollen  socks  on  their  feet,  and  walking 
that  the  convicts  are  not  able  to  discover  their  presence  or  absence  ; 
?hole  wing,  containing  between  4  and  500  convicts,  is  preserved  in 
s  and  order. 

nformed  in  the  workshops,  at  the  Auburn  Prison,  is  of  various  des- 
however  useful  and  profitable.  On  the  Slst  of  October,  1826,  the 
in  the  Prison  were  employed  as  follows  : 

enter's  shop,  27 ;  blacksmiths,  28 ;  weavers,  104 ;  shoemakers,  66  ; 
opers,  106 ;  gardeners,  wood  sawyers,  fee.  15  ;  employed  in  the  hos- 
le  kitchen,  17;  females,  8;  sick  in  the  hospital,  4;  insane,  in  the 
I,  435. 

years  after  the  erection  of  this  Prison,  the  agent  purchased  all  the 
caused  them  to  be  manufactured  in  the  Prison,  and  sold  them  from 
es,  on  account  of  the  State.  Very  serious  losses  resulted  from  this 
sequence  of  which  the  Legislature  abolished  it,  and  adopted  the  plan 
mtract,  which  is  now  pursued  with  decided  advantage.  The  contract 
i  materials,  pay  a  certain  fixed  sum  per  diem  for  the  labor  of  the  con- 
»e  of  the  articles  manufactured  exclusively  on  their  own  account, 
statement  exhibits  the  contract  prices  for  each  kind  of  labor.  It  is 
►  remark,  that  the  existing  contracts  were  made  under  circumstan- 
orable  for  the  Prison,  and  that  when  these  contracts  shall  expire,  it  is 
larger  prices  will  be  obtained  per  diem  for  the  labor  of  the  convicts, 
op,  average  per  diem,  about  23  cents ;  tailors'  shop,  do.  15  cents ; 
nop,  do.  25  cents ;  weavers'  shop,  do.  20  cents ;  tool  shop,  do.  80 
s,  (all  invalids,)  do.  10  cents. 

umber  of  prisoners  hired  on  contract,  in  October,  1826,  was  827 ;  the 
ig  employed  on  work  for  the  Prison,  or  for  customers,  fee. 
le  of  the  Prison  is  enforced  by  the  punishment  of  stripes,  inflicted  by 
eepers,  upon  the  back  of  the  prisoners,  in  such  manner  as  to  produce 
ing  in  the  delinquent,  without  danger  to  the  health  or  any  vital  part, 
te  rules  of  the  prison  are  thus  enforced,  because  such  is  the  authority 
Beers ;  but,  as  at  Ghent,  in  point  of  fact  the  power  is  rarely  exercised. 
»  of  the  Prison  for  the  year  ending  on  the  81st  of  October,  1826,  (the 
accounts  have  reached  us)  amount  to  $30,718  05.  If  we  deduct 
int  the  sums  expended  for  the  transportation  of  convicts,  ftie  repairs  of 
I  other  matters,  not  strictly  chargeable  to  the  annual  expenses,  amount- 

29 ;  the  actual  expense  of  the  convicts  for  the  year,  including  the  pay 
:hing,  provisions,  &c.  and  the  tolls  for  labor,  will  amount  to  $25,882  76. 
rom  the  labor  of  the  convicts  during  the  same  period,  amounted  to 

received   from   visiters    $1,182  75.       Total  receipts,   $23,153  62. 
tnce  against  the  Prison  from  this  source,  of  $2,729  14. 
i  number  of  convicts  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  of  December, 
,  making  the  actual  cost  to  the  State  of  each  convict  for  support,  &c. 
tr,  only  $6  30  cents. 

us,  stated  the  arrangements,  operations,  and  financial  concerns,  of  the 
i,  with  a  degree  of  minuteness,  which  we  trust  the  importance  of  a 
rstanding  of  the  subject  will  excuse.  It  remains  for  us  to  state  the 
a  examination  of  the  Prison  has  produced  on  the  minds  of  capable  and 
>bservers,  and  to  add  what  occurred  to  ourselves  in  the  course  of  two 
stablishment. 

port  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  of  Boston,  contains  the  following : 
we  have  a  more  beautiful  example  still,  of  what  may  be  done  with 
ne,  in  a  Prison  well  constructed.  It  is  not  possible  to  describe  the 
h  we  feel  in  contemplating  this  noble  institution,  after  wading  through 
material  and  moral  filth  of  many  Prisons.    We  regard  it  as  a  model 

world's  imitation.  We  do  not  mean  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  insti- 
dmits  of  improvement ;  for  there  have  been  a  few  cases  of  unjustifiable 
akhsneDt ;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  institution  is  Immensely  etarited 
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above  the  old  Penitentiaries.  The  whole  establishment  from  the  gate  to  the  tei 
is  a  specimen  of  neatness.  The  unremitted  industry,  the  entire  subordination, 
subdued  feeling  of  the  convicts,  has  probably  no  parallel  among  an  equal  numb* 
convicts.  In  their  solitary  cells  they  spend  the  night  with  no  other  book  but 
bible."  "  From  one  end  of  the  shops  to  the  other,  it  is  the  testimony  of  many ' 
nesses,  that  they  have  passed  more  than  300  convicts,  without  seeing  one  leave 
work  or  turn  his  head  to  gaze  at  them.  There  is  the  most  perfect  attention  to  b 
ness  from  morning  till  night,  interrupted  only  by  the  time  necessary  U  dine."  "  Ut 
these  circumstances  they  are  provided  with  the  word  of  God,  by  a  law  of  the  8 
which  requires  that  every  cell  should  be  supplied  with  a  bible  or  testament.  They 
receive  the  undivided  attention  of  a  most  wise  and  faithful  religious  teacher,  * 
spends  all  his  time  in  the  Prison  visiting  the  sick ;  teaching  those  who  cannot  n 
preaching  in  the  chapel  on  the  Sabbath  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ ;  and  aJ 
wards  in  going  from  cell  to  cell,  to  administer  the  reproof  and  consolations  of 
ligion,  to  individuals.  The  influence  of  the  chaplain,  according  to  the  testimon 
all  the  officer*,  is  most  salutary  and  powerful ;  and  the  various  expressions  of  es 
dence  and  affection  exhibited  towards  him  by  the  convicts,  is  most  cheering  to  1 
self."  "It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  at  Auburn  there  is  an  exclusion  of  aL 
positive  evils  of  the  old  system,  which  arise  from  crowded  night  rooms,  evil  c 
muni  cation,  instruction  in  all  the  arts  of  pick  pockets,  thieves,  incendiaries, 
counterfeiters;  and,  above  all  from  the  existence  of  a  crime,  which  is  not  fit  t 
named  among  christians.  These  great  ends  are  gained,  partly  by  discipline 
partly  by  construction." 

Similar  testimony  is  borne  in  the  second  annual  report  of  this  society. 

Governor  Lincoln  of  Massachusetts  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature  of  Jatw 
1826,  recommends  the  erection  of  a  Penitentiary  on  the  plan  of  that  at  Aubura 
which  he  speaks  in  the  following  terms :  "  as  the  best  model  of  a  structure  of  this 
scription,  securing  the  most  entire  solitude  of  persons,  with  an  effectual  arrange! 
for  detecting  the  slightest  attempt  at  correspondence  by  conversation,  the  Prtoi 
Auburn  in  the  State  of  New  York  is  particularly  to  be  preferred.  The  whole 
pense  of  the  proposed  building  constructed  as  it  should  be  of  unhammered  m 
may  be  estimated  not  to  exceed  thirty-five  thousand  dollars." 

In  May,  1826,  a  committee  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  appointed  on  the 
ject  of  the  erection  of  a  new  Penitentiary,  made  a  report,  recommending  the 
struction  of  a  Prison  on  the  plan  of  that  at  Auburn.  The  following  extract  ex! 
their  views  of  the  question  :  "  We  cannot  but  feel,  that  the  declaration  of  tb* 
Legislature  contained  in  the  resolution  under  which  we  act,  '  that  it  is  expe* 
that  buildings  should  be  constructed  for  Newgate  Prison,  containing  such  a  noJ 
of  cells,  that  each  prisoner  may  be  subjected  to  solitary  confinement,  at  least  d« 
the  intervals  of  labor,'  is  one  which  will  receive  the  assent  of  every  man,  who 
yield  his  assent  to  the  facts.  These  facts  on  which  the  foregoing  remarks  are  fin 
ed,  cannot  with  propriety  be  fully  presented  in  a  report,  &c.  As  to  the  plan  o>' 
building  proposed  to  be  erected,  we  are  fortunately  presented  with  one  in  the  AtS 
Prison  in  the  State  of  New  York,  which  has  stood  the  test  of  experience. 
Prison  has  so  entirely  answered  the  view  of  its  projectors,  that  the  Legislate 
that  State  have  ordered  the  erection  of  another  Prison  on  nearly  the  same  pi' 
Sing  Sing  near  Hudson  river ;  and  have  decided  to  abandon  the  State  Prison  ta 
city  of  New  York  on  which  has  been  expended  more  than  half  a  million  of  do* 
On  this  subject,  therefore,  we  feel  ourselves  authorised  to  say  with  confidence, 
the  plan  of  the  Auburn  Prison  should  in  its  principal  features  be  followed  as  a  mo« 
In  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  a  Penitentiary  was 
structed  at  Wethersfield,  on  the  plan  of  that  at  Auburn  ;  and  we  understand  is  no 
successful  operation. 

In  1824,  the  Legislature  of  New  York  appointed  three  commissioners  to  visi 
State  Prisons  at  New  York  and  Auburn,  and  to  report  on  their  comparative  effic^ 
for  the  purpose  of  punishment.  From  (he  report  which  was  made  on  the  1* 
January,  1825,  and  to  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  refer,  we  think  iC 
terial  to  our  present  inquiry  to  extract  the  following  passages :  "  The  Auburn 
on,  combining  the  construction  of  the  Prison  with  the  discipline  enforced  in  it, 
sents  the  following  advantages  :— that  the  sentence  of  the  law  can  be  enforced 
.  almost  absolute  certainty,  since  escapes  must  be  nearly  impossible,  and  conspi 

Suite  so ;  and  an  attempt  at  insurrection  therefore  hopeless.  Consequently, 
le  Prison  is  governed  with  great  comparative  safety  to  the  lives  both  of  the  ke< 
and  prisoners,  which  in  case  of  insurrection  are  necessarily  in  danger.  The  sep 
cells  by  night,  and  the  silence  preserved  always,  entirely  prevent  all  oonttmin 


rions  among  the  prisoners  ;  and  only  wish  there  were  reason  to  expect  ,-    } 

be  permanent.*'  J- 

a  commission  composed  of  the  same  gentlemen,  was  appointed  by  the  L 

of  New  York,  to  visit  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn.    Their  report,  which  * 

>  the  senate  on  the  13th  of  January,  1827,  contains  an  elaborate  exami- 
rtsin  charges  of  misconduct  preferred  against  some  of  the  subordinate 
le  Prison.  The  following  passage  shows  the  opinion  of  the  comroission- 
fficary  of  the  Prison,  to  be  unchanged.  "  With  these  views,  we  consider 
>or  former  report,  that  the  Auburn  Prison  with  its  government  and  disci- 
Fas  then,  and  now  is,  notwithstanding  the  faults  and  abuses  in  practice 
,  is  much  better  calculated  to  effect  the  purposes  suggested,  than  any 
i  we  have  heard  or  have  any  knowledge  of." 

rude  these  citations,  with  the  following  extract  from  the  late  work  of 
;rs,  the  present  excellent  superintendent  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  to  whose 
d  intelligence  we  are  largely  indebted  for  the  communication  of  valu- 
ation. "  Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  fully  to  develope  the  influ- 
lfinement  in  this  Prison  in  reforming  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  men ; 
has  appeared  to  promise  the  most  favorable  results.  There  have  been 
nvictions,  according  to  the  number  of  convicts  in  this  Prison,  than  in  any 
n;  and  their  frequency  is  evidently  diminishing.  From  167  of  the  con- 
ceived, there  were  but  three  on  re-conviction  ;  and  one  of  whom  was 
Jitiry  class." 

l  from  the  report  of  the  inspectors  of  the  Auburn  Prison  for  1826,  that 
admitted  into  that  Prison  during  the  year,  133  prisoners ;  of  whom  there 
red  on  first  sentence  129;  second  do.  4;  total  133. 
'  this  with  the  following  statement,  with  which  we  have  been  officially 
from  the  Prison  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia. 
I  in  1825,  358  prisoners,  of  whom  there  were  received  on  first  sentence, 
wl do.  67  ;  third  do.  15 ;  fourth  do.  4  ;  fifth  do.  2 ;  total  358. 
I  in  1826,  296  prisoners,  of  whom  were  received  on  first  sentence,  231 ; 
42;  third  do.  17  ;  fourth  do.  5;  fifth  do.  1 ;  total  296. 
Auburn  the  re- convictions  were  as  one  to  32,  while  at  Philadelphia  they 
e  to  three  and  three  and  a  half ;  a  disproportion  which  can  only  be  ac- 
%  by  conceding  to  the  system  and  discipline  of  the  former  a  great  and  en- 
Knee. 

i  opinions  which  we  have  quoted  respecting  the  visible  operations  of  the 
won,  our  own  judgment,  derived  from  a  minute  personal  examination, 
iocides." 

Jien  is  presented  a  minute  account  of  two  Prisons ;  one  in 
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better  described,  than  in  the  preamble  to  the  British  Act  of  Parliam 
already  quoted,  then  where  is  the  abandonment  of  the  penitenti 
system  1  The  definition  is  :  1.  "  To  seclude  the  criminals  from  tl 
former  associates  ;  and  to  separate  those  of  whom  hopes  might  be 
tertained  from  those  who  were  desperate."  This  is  done  in  b 
Prisons  by  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  by  unbroken  silei 
during  the  day  ;  though  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  same  precaut 
is  used  at  night  in  the  Maison  de  Force  at  Ghent,  as  at  Audi 
viz.  sentinels  walking  near  the  cells  to  prevent  evil  communicati 
2.  "  To  teach  them  useful  trades."  This  is  done  at  both  Prisons 
joint  labor  in  large  workshops.  3.  "  To  give  them  religious  insti 
tion."  This  is  done  in  both  Prisons ;  though  there  is  no  evidence 
the  above  extracts,  that  it  is  done  at  Ghent,  as  at  Auburn,  to  the  si 
extent  and  with  the  same  system.  4.  "  To  provide  them  with  a 
commendation  to  the  world,  and  the  means  of  obtaining  an  honest  1 
lihood  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  their  punishment."  The  * 
dence  of  what  is  accomplished  in  this  way  is  from  the  small  proporl 
of  recommittals,  which  has  been  seen  to  be  in  each  Prison,  afc 
one  to  20 ;  while  in  some  of  the  old  Penitentiaries,  they  are  one 
three.  But  there  is  other  evidence  from  both  these  Prisons,  still  m 
satisfactory,  i.  e.  well  authenticated  cases  of  reformation.  This  i 
source  of  unbounded  gratification  and  gratitude,  to  all  the  friend 
Penitentiaries.  It  is  evidence  that  they  have  been  in  some  cai 
what  they  were  designed  to  be,  and  what  their  name  imports.  I 
in  view  of  the  few  simple  principles  embraced  in  the  definition  of 
system,  and  the  success  which  has  attended  the  practice  on  these  pi 
ciples,  at  Ghent  and  at  Auburn,  well  grounded  hopes  may  be  cl 
ished  that  Prisons  may,  more  extensively  become  Penitentiaries, 
deed,  hope  has  already  become  fruition  at  Wethersfield,  Connectic 
Where  then  is  the  abandonment  of  the  penitentiary  system  ?  A 
how  is  it  explained,  that  Mr.  Roscoe  should  have  written  a  pampl 
with  such  a  title  page  ? 

The  explanation,  in  regard  to  misapprehension,  is  this,  Mr.  Rose 
took  the  testimony  of  an  old  report  in  1822,  of  the  inspectors  a 
physician  concerning  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  as  better  evidence  of 
character  and  condition  in  1626,  than  the  Report  of  the  Prison  Dia 
pline  Society,  of  the  year  1826.  He  makes  copious  extracts  fii 
both,  and  gives  a  decided  preference  to  the  testimony  of  the  former, 
they  had  been  for  the  same  year,  this  would  have  been  right.  I 
four  years  having  elapsed,  there  might  have  been  great  changes.  A 
such  was  the  fact.  The  very  principle  against  which  Mr.  Roscoe  « 
contending  in  the  pamphlet,  viz.  solitary  confinement  day  and  nif 
without  labor,  was  tried  at  Auburn  in  1822,  on  70  or  80  convk 
during  the  period  of  ten  months,  the  result  of  which  was  an  abandt 
ment  of  it.  Much  of  the  evidence  concerning  the  evils  of  this  pel 
cious  principle  of  prison  discipline,  which  the  officers  of  the  Pro 
and  the  Executive  of  the  State,  had  relied  upon  as  the  foundation 
their  conduct  in  forsaking  it,  was  the  same  which  Mr.  Roscoe  inc 
porated  into  his  pamphlet  to  prove  what  the  Prison  was  at  the  111 
date.  Mr.  Roscoe  accordingly  says  in  the  pamphlet  of  1826,  "  f 
must  it  be  supposed  that  the  convicts  in  solitary  confinement 
Auburn  consist  of  only  a  few,  on  the  contrary,  they  form  a  consuk 
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bit  portion  of  the  whole  number"  The  evidence  given  of  this  fact,  in 
the  pamphlet,  as  existing  in  1826,  is  from  the  report  of  182*2.  While 
in  truth,  in  1826,  out  of  more  than  400  convicts,  only  4  were  in  solitary 
confinement,  and  from  1823,  when  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement 
day  and  night  without  labor  was  abandoned  at  Auburn,  the  propor- 
tion had  been  nearly  the  same.  Not  knowing  this  fact,  and  going 
back  to  the  facts  stated  in  the  old  report  of  the  inspectors  in  1822,  he 
lays,  "  this  is,  I  apprehend,  a  much  more  faithful  picture  of  the  Prison 
tt  Auburn,  than  that  which  the  Managers  of  the  Society  at  Boston 
have  favored  us  with ;  in  which  I  find  no  mention  of  solitary  cells,  of 
persons  confined  who  were  anxious  to  work,  of  human  beings  com- 
pelled to  bear  the  greatest  measure  of  suffering  that  human  nature  can 
endure,  of  diseases  aggravated  upon  those  who  were  confined,  when 
under  the  symptoms  of  them,  and  actually  produced  in  those  who  were 
healthy,"  or  of  persons  "  sent  to  one  of  those  solitary  celb  where  their 
{offerings  arc  carried  to  the  highest  possible  degree."  "  Of  all  thi* 
the  Managers  of  the  Boston  Society  have  not  afforded  us  a  single 
hint"  The  reason  is  obvious  ;  these  were  appendages  of  a  system, 
which  had  long  since  been  proved  injurious  at  the  Auburn  Prison,  and 
it  had  been  long  since  abandoned.  Mr.  Roscoe  will  therefore  believe 
as  when  we  say,  that  the  following  extract  from  his  pamphlet  contains 
evidence  of  a  misapprehension  :  "  The  Society  at  Boston  arc  drcidrd/y 
kostile  to  the  plan  of  penitentiary  discipline" 

With  the  correction  of  these  cases  of  obvious  misapprehension, 
which  would  have  been  passed  without  remark,  were  it  not  that  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  friends  of  improvement  in  prison  discipline 
night  be  retarded  by  them,  we  leave  this  part  of  the  subject. 

What  are  the  great  points  of  difference  and  coincidence 
ut  Europe  and  America  in  regard  to  prison  discipline  ? 

There  is  a  very  great  difference  of  opinion  and  practice,  in  the 
two  countries  in  regard  to  the  tread-mill.  It  is  very  extensively  intro- 
duced in  Europe ;  more  especially  in  England,  where  some  Prisons 
contain  several,  which  arc  distributed  in  different  apartments  for  the 
ttcoromodation  of  different  classes  of  convicts.  In  the  United  States 
tee  are  only  three  known  to  this  Society,  and  one  of  these  is  aban- 
doned as  less  useful  than  some  other  mode  of  employing  the  convicts, 
**d  another  is  used  very  irregularly.  The  general  objections  which 
fc  tgainst  it  in  the  United  States,  and  which  will  probably  prevent 
*  introduction,  to  any  great  extent,  are  thus  stated  by  Mr.  Livings- 
*win  the  introduction  to  his  code  of  prison  discipline.  "  Its  injii- 
rioos  effects  upon  the  health  are  supported  by  strong  testimony ;  and 
•Wwugh  there  is  a  contrariety  of  evidence  on  the  subject,  yet  it  may 
kfcirly  inferred  from  the  whole,  that  it  does  not  foitify  the  constitu- 

Iton,  and  prepare  the  convicts  for  any  of  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  labori- 
<*»life,  the  principal  muscular  action  being  in  the  legs  only.  It 
fetches  the  convict  nothing  which  can  be  useful  to  him  on  his  dis- 
charge. It  is  not  a  profitable  employment  of  human  power.  As  a 
punishment  it  must  be  unequal ;  to  give  it  the  velocity  necessary  to 
Punish  one  of  robust  constitution,  would  make  it  a  torture  to  a  weaker 

ffMlvi**  " 
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Another  great  point  of  difference  in  the  two  countries,  is  in  regai 
to  the  productiveness  of  the  labor  of  convicts. 

IN  ENGLAND.  A*  tf  convict*.    iiL^Mrt 

Maidstone  County  Prison,  Kent, 868  £1,119 

Lancaster  Castle  County  Jail 414  .601 

Preston  County  House  of  Correction, 192  516 

Manchester  New  Bailey  House  of  Correction,   .    .    .  762  2,209 

Kirkdale  County  House  of  Correction, 620  880 

Leicester  County  House  of  Correction, 99  18S 

Milbank  Penitentiary,  near  London, 841  1,425 

Shrewsbury  County  Jail  and  House  of  Correction,  184  227 

Stafford  County  Jail  and  House  of  Correction,    ...  268  858 

Bury  County  Jail  and  House  of  Correction 124  154 

Dorchester  County  Jail  and  House  of  Correction,  .    .  188  675 

Gloucester  County  Jail  and  Penitentiary, 199  120 

Twelve  among  the  most  productive  Prisons  in  Eng-  >  36dg  £8.867 

land,  containing >  **o/5o# 


IN  THE  UNITED  STATE&                                JVb.  of  ton.  Jkm.  *f 

State  Prison  in  Maine, 1827,        71  $  8,564 

State  Prison  in  New  Hampshire 1825,        70  9,949 

State  Prison  in  Massachusetts, 1827,      285  22,782 

State  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.       .    .     .  1828,        97  7,280* 

State  Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  Y 1827,      476  38,504 

Five  among  the  most  productive  Prisons  in  the  U.  States,  999  $81,979 

According  to  this  statement,  in  England,  3699  convicts  earn  in 
year,  $39,361  48.     And  in  the  United  States,   999   convicts  ear 
$81,979.     Or  in  other  words,  a  little  more  than  one  fourth  part  tb 
number  of  convicts  in  the  United  States,  earn  more  than  double  tl 
amount  of  nearly  four  times  the  number  of  convicts  in  England. 

Another  point  in  which  there  is  no  small  difference,  relates  to  tl) 
food  of  prisoners.  This  difference  consists  principally  in  ailowin 
them  less  animal  food  in  Europe,  than  in  the  United  States.  In  man 
Prisons  in  Europe,  no  animal  food  is  allowed  ;  in  others  a  little  soup 
and  in  some  a  pound,  and  in  others  a  pound  and  an  half  of  meat,  pi 
week.  In  the  Penitentiaries  generally,  in  the  United  States,  tk 
animal  food  is  equal  to  one  pound  of  meat  per  day,  for  each  con  vie) 
When  the  labor  is  hard  and  constant,  this  is  not  more  than  sufficiei 
to  enable  them  to  perform  it.  This  is  true  in  regard  to  the  great* 
part  of  the  convicts  in  our  Penitentiaries,  more  particularly  in  regar 
to  those  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  I 
Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.  But  where  the  labor  is  of  a  light! 
kind,  less  animal  food,  as  in  Europe,  may  be  sufficient. 

The  points  of  difference,  however,  in  Europe  and  America,  in  n 
gard  to  prison  discipline,  are  but  few. 

There  are  several  interesting  points  of  coincidence. 

The  first,  which  we  shall  notice,  relates  to  the  imprisonment  c 
lunatics.  The  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Prison  Disciplin 
Society,  and  the  Second  Report  of  the  Boston  Society,  were  publishei 
simultaneously.     We  make  the  following  extracts  from  the  two  Rt 

*  Thii  amount  is  on  luppoeitioa  that  the  earning!  Tor  a  year  will  be  at  least  doable  the  etroiafM 
■ix  months  in  the  natomn  end  winter. 


iia  not  upon  earth  ■  mare  affecting  spectacle  thin  ui  imprisoned  lunatic. 
fcag  the  ordinary  inmates  of  >  gaol,  our  sense  of  pity  li  In  same  degree  coun- 
try ■  feeing  of  justice  ;  but  in  the  criminal  lunatic  we  behold  as  object  of 
I  conapaarioa — an  irresponsible  scent  suffering  under  punishment— •  av" 
mm  the  moat  terrible,  without  the  meana  which '■■■—  --■-"-— 


rfla  admit  of  relief  from  the  promises  of  religion,  the  approbation  of  cou- 
and  the  consolations  of  friendship  ;  but  the  lunatic  is  estranged  from  every 
by  which  man  is  sustained  in  the  hour  of  affliction  ;  and  if,  aa  in  the  treot- 
'  An  criminal  and  pauper  insane,  the  miseries  of  disease  be  aggravated  by 
»  and  neglect,  then  is  the  measure  of  human  calamity  indeed  full. 
Prison,  the  lunatic  receives  no  medical  aid  adapted  to  bis  condition.     He  is 
confined  with,  and  lor  the  most  part  treated  aa,  other  priaonera  ;  and  he  is  too 
ij  the  object  of  violence  and  sport  to  the  brutal  and  depraved.    These  clr- 
raa  inevitably  strengthen  the  excitement  of  his  feelings,  and  the  alienation 
lad  ;  and  it  is  very  rare  that  imprisonment  falls  to  prolong  his  disorder  and 
ite  hi*  sufferings  during  life.    Obvious  as  is  the  cruelty  of  such  treatment,  it 
■  still  mote  apparent  by  the  fact,  that  an  early  attention  to  mental  disease 
uae  moat  certain,  and  in  moat  cases  the  only,  meana  of  cure.    The  expert* 
the  beat  regulated  asylums  abundantly  proves  that,  under  proper  care,  in  the 
pm  of  the  disorder,  a  very  large  majority  of  lunatics  are  restored  to  society  ; 
eaftmDy  certain,  that  when  the  disease  has  been  at  first  neglected  or  im- 
'  treated,  a  very  large  proportion  becomes  Incurable.     As  a  proof  of  this  fact 
Dt  be  uninteresting  to  state,  that  of  forty  seven  patients  admitted  into  the 
at  York,  within  three  months  from  the  commencement  of  the  first  attack, 
aw  restored  to  their  friends,  recovered  ;  and  of  the  remaining  seven,  three 
won  after  admission,  and  of  complaints  under  which  they  labored  at  the  lime 
aared,  as  hardly  to  allow  of  the  opportunity  of  recovery.    Of  the  cases  of 
hk  this  establishment,  who,  before  their  admission,  had  been  afflicted  for  a 
g  three  months  and  within  twelve  months,  the  proportion  of  cures 
■1  twenty  five  to  forty  five ;  and  of  those  where  the  dlaease  was  of 
aa  two  years  standing,  tbe  proportion  is  as  fourteen  to  seventy  nine.    Justice, 
a,  ao  less  than  mercy,  calls  upon  us  to  protect  the  criminal  lunatic  from  tbe 
ktton  of  perpetual  dise;  ......  .  *  . 

abject  of  this  report,  I 
tt  of  pauper  lunatics,  it  is  obviously  the  Interest  as  well  as  duty  of  par- 
psovide  the  necessary  means  for  their  medical  treatment  and  moral  care.  A 
aaaslii.  neglected  in  the  earlier  stagea  of  his  disease,  will  generally  remain 
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of  persons  is  too  generally  doomed  to  lasting  suffering,  and  their  connexions  to 
plore  the  loss  of  a  husband,  a  father,  or  a  friend  ;— one,  too,  whom  early  and  juditi 
care  might  have  restored  to  the  blessings  of  a  sound  mind,  and  to  the  duties 
enjoyments  of  social  life.  There  are,  in  fact,  no  institutions,  in  the  increase . 
good  management  of  which  the  interests  of  humanity  are  more  deeply  concen 
than  in  county  lunatic  asylums ;  nor  will  Britain  be  exempt  from  reproach,  w 
any  district  throughout  the  kingdom  shall  be  deficient  in  provision  for  these  n 
helpless  and  suffering  classes  of  our  fellow  creatures.*" 

Extract  from  the  Second  Report  of  the  Boston  Society, 

"  A  Jail  is  not  the  proper  place  for  a  human  being  suffering  under  one  of  the  gr 
est  of  all  calamities,  the  loss  of  reason.  It  is  not  right,  that  several  hundreds  of 
fellow-creatures,  in  this  unhappy  condition,  should  be  found  in  our  Prisons.  ' 
distinction  between  right  and  wrong  should  not  be  destroyed  by  inflicting  the  • 
punishment  on  a  lunatic  and  a  criminal.  The  heavy  judgment  of  God,  in  the  loi 
reason,  should  not  be  followed  by  imprisonment.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  rq 
truths,  which  it  would  seem  every  human  being  must  feel  before  they  are  expres 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  those  who  make  the  laws  will  render*  themse 
worthy  of  the  praise,  which,  we  are  confident,  all  good  citizens  will  be  impatieE 
render,  if  they  provide  for  a  jail  delivery  of  lunatics. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Bliss  was  el 
man,  and  in  wliich  Mr.  Pickering  has  taken  an  active  part,  is  in  favor  of 
measure.  The  honor,  therefore,  is  reserved  for  the  Legislature  of  accepting 
Report,  and  making  the  bill,  which  accompanies  it,  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth 

In  the  State  01  New  York,  a  law  was  passed  in  April  last,  in  consequene 
the  death  of  a  lunatic  in  Prison,  and  other  considerations  connected  with 
imprisonment  of  such  persons,  providing  other  accommodations  than  Prisons 
them.  Whether  this  law  is  expressed  in  such  terms,  and  enforced  by  such  a  pc 
ty,  as  to  secure  the  object,  cannot  perhaps  be  told  till  the  next  census  is  tal 
which  will  show  how  many  lunatics  are  in  jail  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

In  other  States,  as  well  as  in  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  we  cannot  but  ind 
the  hope,  that  this  subject  will  engage  the  attention  of  lawgivers,  till  the  remec 
applied  for  so  great  an  evil.  If  this  shall  be  done,  the  Prison  doors  will  be  thr 
open  for  another  large  class  of  prisoners,  and  hundreds,  who  now  remain  in  Pr 
till  they  become  incurably  insane,  will  be  placed  in  Asylums,  where  three  fourtl 
the  whole  number  may  be  restored  to  reason." 

Another  point  of  coincidence,  in  the  two  countries,  is  found  in 

feelings  excited  by  viewing  the  interior  of  Prisons,  in  behalf  of 

coloured  population.     We  extract  the  following  from  the  Seventh  '. 

port  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society  : 

"  From  the  Reports  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  stal 
civil  and  criminal  justice  in  the  West  Indies,  much  interesting  information  has  1 
derived  respecting  the  conditions  of  the  gaols  in  several  of  these  colonics.  It 
pears  that,  generally,  the  Prisons  are  in  miserable  disorder,  most  of  them  b 
dungeons  of  the  very  worst  description.  In  these  places  are  often  confined, 
miscuously,  debtors,  all  persons  charged  with  offences,  slaves  as  well  as  others,  < 
victs,  prisoners  of  war,  lunatics,  and  delinquents  under  the  Militia  Act.  In  add 
to  the  foregoing  classes  of  prisoners  to  be  found  in  the  West  India  gaols,  are  sh 
not  accused  of  any  offence,  but  confined  in  consequence  of  having  been  seixa 
execution  of  their  masters'  debts.  By  a  petition,  which  has  been  presented  tc 
Legislature  of  St.  Vincent's  by  the  merchants  of  that  island,  it  appears  that  the 
groes,  who  are  thus  frequently  levied  upon,  are,  through  the  inability  of  their  < 
ers  to  obtain  security  for  their  production  at  the  end  of  forty  days,  confined  in 
until  the  day  of  sale,  when  they  are  generally  remanded  back,  from  the  failui 
purchasers,  to  await  another  sale.  During  this  imprisonment  it  is  stated,  that " 
despond,  and  contract  diseases  which  reduce  their  value  at  the  day  of  trial 
considerably."  That  the  nature  of  their  imprisonment  is  calculated  to  pro 
these  effects,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that,  owing  to  the  state  of  these  g 
the  negroes  must  be  ironed  for  security ;  and  thus  are  these  poor  wretches,  wil 

*  It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  a  few  gentlemen  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  diflfasinf 
mat  ion  relative  to  the  state  of  lunatics  in  this  country ;  and  that  it  is  their  intention  to  pc 
shortly,  a  volume  containing  much  valuable  matter  on  the  paat  and  present  state  of  the  laws  ' 
affect  insane  persons,  on  various  methods  of  treatment,  and  on  the  construction  nad  scoaotny  of 
tic  asyloms.-~JV>ts  to  the  Seventh  London  Report. 
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I  to  lightest  shadow  of  a  charge  against  them,  manacled  and  imprisoned  for  an  tin- 
ned period,  without  deference  for  sex,  respect  for  character,  tenderness  for  in- 
j,  or  compassion  for  old  age.  These  wrongs  are  inflicted,  simply  because  the 
regards  theni  as  property.  On  a  distraint  of  goods,  men,  women,  and  children 
^nitaed  as  chattels— considered  as  divested  of  human  rights  and  insensible  to  hu- 
■  feeling.*— conveyed  to  an  unwholesome  gaol — secured  by  any  degree  of  sutler- 
jthat  may  be  necessary  to  their  safe  custody — brought  out  from  time  to  time,  and 
tapeed  as  cattle  in  the  market-place  for  sale — transferred  again  to  their  miserable 
pa*— and  treated  with  no  more  consideration  than  if,  instead  of  being  human  crea- 
tbey  were  bales  of  merchandize,  and  had  no  claim  to  the  privileges  and  enjoy- 
i  of  rational  beings. 

hcan,  therefore,  excite  no  surprise,  that  treatment  so  abhorrent  to  good  feeling 
Wild  often  produce  upon  the  negro  the  most  melancholy  effects.    The  merchants 
ISL  Vincent's,  acknowledge  that,  under  such  treatment,  the  negro  "  desponds,  and 
nets  disease."    And  well  indeed  he  may.     Surely  here  is  a  combination  of  rnis- 
iquito  sufficient  to  destroy  the  health  and  impair  the  intellect  of  the  most  vigor- 
iframe.    Here  bodily  suffering  and  sickness  of  heart  unite  to  produce  wrctched- 
and  generate  despair. — It  is  the  practice  of  all  civilized  states  to  presume  inno- 
t  till  guilt  be  pronounced,  and  to  cast  upon  the  accuser  the  obligation  of  proof, 
tin  the  treatment  of  the  West  India  negro  this  principle  is  reversed,  and  every 
i  of  colour  is  treated  as  a  slave,  and  thrown  into  Prison,  unless  he  can  produce 
lea  evidence  of  his  freedom.      If  this  evidence  be  lost,  the  law  requires  him  to 
InU,  and  he  is  subjected  to  all  the  horrors  of  unmitigated  slavery ;  and  in  this 
ner  have  many  been  deprived  of  their  freedom. — The  law  excludes  the  testimony 
firiave  against  a  white  inhabitant.     Any  cruelty  may,  therefore,  be  perpetrated 
lie  negro,  so  long  as  no  white  person  be  present  who  is  willing  to  depose  in 
of  the  injured  : — and  thus,  although  the  murder  of  a  slave  be  a  capital  offence, 
» is  made  to  depend  on  testimony  always  difficult  and  often  impracticable  to 
The  negro,  on  the  other  hand,  is  liable  to  death,  if  he  abscond,  or  commit 
lanult  on  a  white  person." 

In  another  part  of  the  same  Report,  we  find  that  the  committee  of 

London  Society  have  seen  and  approved  of  the  interest  felt  for  the 

*A  population  among  the  friends  of  reform  in  prison  discipline  in 

[fc  United  States,  and  have  noticed  in  the  following  manner  the  facts 

in  our  First  Report  concerning  coloured  convicts  : 

"The  causes  which  are  stated  to  lead  to  the  increase  of  offences  in  the  United 
are,  of  course,  various.     It  is  however,  worthy  of  remark  that  among  those 
i,  the  committee  of  the  Boston  Society  place  conspicuously  the  degraded 
[tarter  of  the  people  of  colour.    A  large  proportion  of  convicts  arc  of  this  descrip- 
"*.  even  where  the  coloured  population  is  but  small ; — a  fact  which  speaks  volumes 
lpwof  of  the  connexion  of  ignorance  with  vice.    The  great  discrepancy  in  the 
■^rof  the  white  and  the  number  of  the  coloured  convicts,  furnishes,  indeed,  irre- 
proof  of  the  value  of  education. — It  is  a  fact,  that  about  one  fourth  part  of  the 
■expense  incurred  in  the  United  States  for  the  support  of  criminal  institutions  is 
td  by  such  convicts.    The  whole  coloured  population  of  New  York,  Massa- 
and  Connecticut,  amounts  to  about  fifty  four  thousand  souls :  for  the  sup- 
l«f  criminals  of  this  description,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  four  thousand 
l«ty  six  dollars  has  been  expended  within  the  last  fifteen  years  ;  a  sum,  which 
'■been  appropriated  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  the  coloured 
.Bhlion  of  those  States,  would  probably  have  raised  their  character  to  a  level  with 
■■of  the  other  inhabitants,  and  have  diminished  crime  tenfold." 

"  Thus  we  see  the  coincidence,  in  the  two  countries,  of  the  feelings 
■rited,  by  viewing  the  interior  of  Prisons,  in  behalf  of  the  coloured 

l&tkftn. 
Another  point  of  coincidence  relates  to  the  manner  in  which  chap- 
.■ntt  in  Prisons  perform  their  duties,  and  disclose  facts  which  show, 
~  only  the  connexion  between  ignorance  and  vice,  but  how  rapidly, 
•d  in  a  manner  how  interesting,  even  this  ignorance  can  be  in- 
flicted. 
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The  Rev.  James  Brown,  chaplain  of  Norwich  Castle,  NoriS 
England,  concerning  whom  the  London  Society  in  their  Se?e 
Report  say,  "  his  accurate  and  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  c 
dition  of  the  poor  at  large,  and  his  unwearied  zeal  in  the  discharge 
his  important  duties,  confer  peculiar  value  on  his  judgment,"  has  t 
recorded  the  results  of  his  investigations  and  labors : 

"  Every  prisoner  committed  to  the  castle  is  minutely  examined  by  me  as  ti 
moral  and  religious  knowledge,  habits,  &c.;  the  result  of  these'  examinations  she 
very  remarkable  correspondence  between  ignorance  and  crime.  I  have  long  I 
employed  in  parochial  duties,  and  I  find  a  striking  difference  between  the  knowl 
of  the  poorer  classes  thus  brought  under  my  review,  and  of  the  prisoners  comm 
to  the  castle.  That  ignorance  is  productive  of  crime  I  have  ever  been  convinced ; 
nothing  can  so  fully  confirm  that  conviction  as  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  inn 
of  a  Prison.  From  January,  1825,  to  March,  1826,  four  hundred  prisoners  came  u 
my  examination,  of  these,  173  could  neither  read  nor  write ;  28  merely  knew 
alphabet ;  49  could  read  very  imperfectly,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  obtain  any  n 
mation  by  it ;  51  could  read  only ;  and  99  could  read  and  write. 

But  this  statement  by  no  means  presents  the  sum  of  ignorance  in  these  peraoi 

Nothing  but  actual  investigation  can  render  credible  the  gross  ignorance 
painfully  comes  under  the  observation  of  a  chaplain  of  a  gaol.  Even  among  prise 
who  have  mechanically  learned  to  read  and  write,  there  exists,  generally  sped 
a  lamentable  ignorance  of  moral  and  religious  duties,  and  of  the  awful  sanctkn 
religion ;  and  of  the  rest,  some  know  as  little  of  the  very  first  principles  of  reU 
as  the  wildest  savage :  and  yet  the  prisoners  are  generally  willing  to  learn, 
attentive  to  the  instruction  afforded  them.  I  could  give  many  instances  of  n 
extraordinary  improvement.  A  boy  has  been  discharged  this  day  after  a  cob 
ment  of  six  weeks ;  I  found  him  at  his  admission  distressingly  ignorant.  He  hi 
idea  of  a  God,  or  of  another  world.  He  had  heard  of  heaven  and  hell  in  pn 
conversation,  but  knew  not  the  meaning  of  these  awful  words.  He  knew  no  pi 
the  Lord's  prayer ;  the  alphabet  formed  the  extent  of  his  learning.  He  has  let 
in  Prison  to  read  easy  lessons.  He  can  also  repeat,  by  rote,  the  Lord's  prayei 
creed,  the  church  catechism,  and  private  prayers  for  morning  and  evening,  an 
some  other  occasions.  He  has  been  not  only  attentive  and  industrious,  but  in  c 
respect  orderly.  But  whatever  advantages  prison  discipline  may  have  afforded 
it  certainly  holds  out  nothing  to  his  mind  to  entice  him  again  within  its  walls, 
has  assured  me,  with  apparent  sincerity,  that  he  will  take  care  never  to  enter  t 
again.  Another  prisoner,  who  was  last  year  condemned  and  left  for  execution 
afterwards  reprieved,  had  made  so  good  use  of  the  three  months  of  his  confinei 
that  although  he  could  not  read  when  he  was  committed,  he  employed  the  gr 
part  of  the  period  of  his  condemnation  in  reading  such  portions  of  the  Psalms, 
Testament,  and  prayer-book,  as  I  marked  out  as  most  applicable  to  his  situation 

I  have  pointed  out  these  particulars  (and  1  could  add  many  more)  because  I 
ceive  they  will  be  gratifying  to  you,  as  proofs  of  the  good  arising  from  ■ 
discipline." 

The  Rev.  B.  C.  Smith,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Sab 
school,  and  now  chaplain  of  the  Prison,  at  Auburn,  made  a  repoi 
the  state  of  the  Sabbath  school  in  the  Prison,  to  the  Sabbath  Sc 
Union  of  Cayuga  County,  Aug.  8,  1827.  The  school  at  that 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  scholars,  from  amoni 
young  and  ignorant  convicts,  under  the  instruction  of  20  stuJ 
from  the  Theological  Seminary.  The  following  are  extracts  froa 
report : 

"  In  speaking  of  the  progress  of  the  school  the  past  year,  it  is  not  enongh  I 
that  our  highest  expectations  are  realized  ;  they  are  greatly  exceeded.  In  UM 
of  these  convicts,  we  found  fresh  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  common  remark 
ignorance  and  vice  are  closely  allied.  By 'far  the  greater  number  of  those  rec 
into  the  school,  have  been  found  incapabie  of  reading  intelligibly  in  common  ret 
and  not  a  few  unable  to  tell  one  letter  from  another.  TTiey  have,  howevei 
formly  manifested  the  most  intense  interest  in  the  instructions  of  their  (en 
and  applied  themselves  with  such  diligence  to  their  lessons,  as  to  exhibit  t 
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irovement,  in  general  highly  gratifying,  and  in  some  instances  almost  incredible. 
Few  cm  now  be  found  in  the  school,  if  we  except  those  recently  brought  in,  who 
t  read  in  the  Testament  with  a  good  degree  of  accuracy  and  readiness ;  and 
did  beings  express  more  gratitude  for  their  privileges,  or  manifest  a  deeper 
of  obligation,  than  they  do  to  their  instructed. 

Did  the  limits  of  this  notice  admit  of  it,  many  anecdotes  might  be  related  that 
Isold  be  interesting,  as  illustrative  of  the  happy  influence  of  intellectual  and  moral 
latere  bestowed  even  upon  the  most  abandoned.  A  single  fact  may  be  mentioned, 
■afch  win  show  what  use  some  of  the  convicts,  at  least,  make  of  their  bibles,  and 
stw  important  it  is  that  they  have  them  in  their  hands,  and  be  able  to  read  them. 
A  tetchier,  having  listened  to  the  recitation  of  one  of  his  class  as  long  as  he  thought 
fctrae  would  allow,  asked  him  how  much  more  he  had  to  recite,  and  was  answer- 
il'/fcfcre  Jean  say  thirty  or  forty  chapters.9  This  was  one  too,  who,  when 
fttttfered  the  school,  could  scarcely  spell  out  a  verse.  Let  it  not  be  supposed, 
swerer,  that  this  is  given  as  the  most  striking  proof  we  have  of  the  utility  of  the 
■JkoeL   A  mass  of  facts  might  be  presented  far  more  decisive. 

Who,  that  looks  upon  ignorance  as  the  mother  of  crime,  and  regards  intellectual 
tyt  u  essential  to  the  virtue  and  happiness  of  a  community,  will  not  be  glad  that 
Ms  one  ray  is  thrown  into  this  dark  and  *  frightful  wilderness  of  mind  ?'  Who,  es- 
i  IMiawy,  that  acknowledges  the  efficacy  of  the  *  sword  of  the  Spirit,'  will  not  rejoice 
liiewof  what  the  *  word  of  God,'  thus  treasured  in  their  memories,  may  be  the 
"■»  tf  accomplishing  ? 

kdeienre*  also  to  be  noticed,  that  besides  the  instructions  ordinarily  given  in 
hsay  schools,  writing  and  arithmetic  arc  taught  in  this  school.  A  class  in  each  of 
I  wae  branches,  was  formed  by  the  agent,  nearly  a  year  since,  and  put  under  the  in- 
[toctiou  of  competent  teachers  found  among  the  other  convicts.  All  who  are 
[iMitioto  this  school,  as  they  become  proficients  in  reading,  have  the  privilege, 
■ftertorn,  of  passing  through  these  classes,  and  of  thus  qualifying  themselves,  as 
1*1  lor  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  as  for  gaining  access  to  the  lively  oracles  of 
pt  which  are  able  to  make  them  wise  unto  salvation." 

j^Tbe  Rev.  Gerrish  Barrett,  chaplain  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing, 
"  Y.  writes,  under  date  May  23,  1828  : 

"The  number  of  convicts  here  is  about  five  hundred  and  twenty.  When  there 
i  bar  hundred,  I  found  fifty  among  them,  who  could  not  read.  I  spend  all  the 
■th,from  ten  in  the  morning,  in  the  Prison,  and  yet  always  leave  cells  unvisited, 
hbor,  which  might  be  done,  when  I  am  obliged  to  retire.  Most  of  the  men 
led  much  pleased  with  the  idea  of  learning  to  read,  and  some  of  them  surprise 
a*  well  as  themselves,  by  the  ease  and  rapidity  with  which  they  learn.    They 

tfcoabed  with  no  other  book  but  the  Bible.     With  this  alone,  I  think  of  a  man 

K  fan  thirty  years  old,  who  did  not  know  his  letters,  when  you  was  here.  [i.  e. 

■  weeks  rince,]  who  has  read  to  me  without  much  difficulty,  the  two  first  chapters 

iG*en>." 

And  again,  under  date  June  20,  1828. 

/jtter  prayers  I  heard  a  black  man  read.  Four  weeks  ago,  he  could  not  say  his 
■».  Now  he  can  read  slowly,  and  is  seldom  obliged  to  stop  to  spell  any  words  of 
tKJabie.  The  lessons  which  I  have  given  him  are  in  some  of  the  chapters  in 
ihe^nnmg  of  the  Bible.  I  found  him  the  other  day  reading  in  the  Psalms.  On 
^  the  reason,  he  replied,  "  it  seems  to  do  me  more  good  to  read  here."  Such 
replies  connected  with  his  general  conduct,  leads  me  to  cherish  the  hope, 
[fee  truth  of  God  is  beginning  to  fasten  on  his  mind,  which  will  be  the  means  of 
fyiag  his  heart  and  fitting  him  for  heaven." 

When  it  was  first  proposed  to  teach  them  to  read,  in  April  last,  the 
**~  was,  we  have  no  convenient  room,  while  the  Prison  is  building, 

they  can  be  assembled  for  instruction.     The  answer  to  the  ol>- 

\  was,  teach  them  through  the  grated  iron  doors  of  their  cells, 
'tag  as  you  are  subject  to  the  evil  of  having  no  room. 
Ike  neit  objection  was,  we  have  no  spelling  books.     The  answer 
klkis  objection  was,  it  is  possible  that  you  can  learn  them  to  read 

er  without  spelling  books.     It  is  at  least  worthy  of  an  experiment. 

the  convict  the  first  letter  in  the  Bible,  that  is,  I.    Let  him  find 
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the  same,  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  first  Terse.  Having  done 
show  him  the  second  letter  in  the  Bible,  that  is,  n.  Let  hin 
every  n,  in  the  first  verse.  Having  done  this  and  being  told  wh 
spells,  he  has  already  learned  to  read  the  first  word  in  the  Bible, 
him  then  find  the  first  word  in  the  Bible,  wherever  it  occurs  in  th 
chapter.  Having  done  this  he  will  probably  never  forget  it.  T 
his  first  lesson.  Let  his  second  lesson  be  the  second  word  in  tl 
ble,  the  letters  of  which  and  their  combination  should  be  taug 
before.  Let  him  proceed  in  this  manner  through  successive  le 
till  he  has  learned  to  read  the  first  verse  in  Genesis — "  In  the  I 
ning  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth."  Having  done  th 
has  got  his  reward.  One  of  the  most  sublime  ideas  ever  present 
the  mind  of  man,  he  has  obtained  by  diligent  attention  for  a  few 
in  learning  to  read.  It  may  be  found,  that  the  convicts  can  let 
read  in  this  manner  as  quick  as  in  the  usual  mode.  But  whs 
may  be  the  result,  it  is  worth  an  experiment.  This  was  the  reaso 
which  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  mode  of  teaching,  by  which  two  con 
at  least,  have  been  taught  to  read  the  Bible  in  less  than  six  week 

NOTES   OF  THE   CHAPLAIN   IK  THE   PRISON   AT  SING  SING,   SABBATH, 

GUST  3,   1828. 

No.  403  can  Just  say  his  letters.  Another  in  the  same  cell  repeated  all  the  1 
n's  in  the  two  first  verses  in  the  Bible. 

No.  404  learnt  I  and  n,  and  took  for  his  next  lesson  t  and  h. 

No.  405,  four  weeks  ago  could  only  say  his  letters,  heard  him  read  to-day  I 
third  time ;  when  he  read  without  any  aid  or  correction  20  verses  in  the  first  c 
of  Genesis.  The  way  he  learns  is  as  follows.  Ever}'  time  he  comes  into  his  < 
takes  his  Bible.  He  studies  upon  a  single  word  either  till  he  learns  it,  or 
finds  that  it  is  too  hard  for  him,  in  which  case,  he  marks  it  and  passes  on  t< 
ther. — When  he  has  learnt  a  word  in  his  cell,  he  revolves  it  over  in  his  mind  i 
while  he  is  at  work.  He  has  seldom  learnt  more  than  two  words  in  a  daj 
makes  it  his  practice  to  read  over  every  day  what  he  had  previously  learnt.  N 
learnt  I  and  n. 

No.  407,  six  weeks  ago  could  not  say  his  letters.  I  heard  him  read  to-c 
the  fourth  time.    He  pronounced  words  of  three  syllables  correctly  without 

King  to  spell  them.  It  is  surprising  to  see  how  firmly  fixed  on  his  mind  he  ha* 
e  has  learnt.  In  the  8th  verse  of  1st  chapter  of  Genesis  where  the  reading  is 
evening  and  the  morning  were  the  second  day  " — he  had  it — "  the  evening  a 
morning  were  the  Sunday  /"  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  1  coul 
vince  him  of  his  mistake ;  and  from  what  I  saw,  I  shall  not  wonder,  if  for  mor 
come  were  he  to  be  reading  rapidly,  he  should  turn  the  second  day  into  Si 
His  method  of  learning  is  very  similar  to  that  of  No.  405.  He  is  in  a  cell  wi 
who  can  read.     I  suspect  he  has  got  instruction  from  him. 

409,  a  black  man,  repeated  to  me  raemoriter  the  53d  chap,  of  Isaiah,  withoi 
calling,  I  should  think  as  many  as  three  syllables.     It  took  him  3  or  4  days  to 
it.     He  wishes  for  the  privilege  of  reciting  a  chapter  every  week.     He  an* 
what  questions  I  put  to  him  concerning  the  chapter  very  correctly,  showing 
bad  been  with  him  a  subject  of  considerable  thought. 

In  the  same  cell  a  convict  for  life,  who  could  just  say  his  letters  two  month 
now  reads  rapidly,  and  with  inflexions  of  voice  remarkably  correct.  He  is  coi 
ally  spelling  to  himself  while  at  work  : — the  brightest  youth  that  I  have  heart 
in  the  Prison. 

413,  a  month  ago  began  to  learn  his  letters,  now  he  reads  slowly. 

418,  three  weeks  ago  could  read  words  of  one  syllable  only — now  reads  1 
than  many  who  have  been  constantly  at  school  for  years. 

427,  a  month  ago  could  just  say  his  letters. — To-day  reads  in  the  first  and  » 
chapters  of  Genesis. 

No.  428,  did  much  to  convince  me  of  the  soundness  of  the  rule,  that  in  or 
enter  into  the  meaning  of  an  author,  one  must  place  himself  in  fact  or  in  ianc 
situation  similar  to  that  in  which  the  author  is  placed  when  he  writei.    He  ref 
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to  ae  the  88th  Psalm  which  he  had  learnt  by  heart.    It  never  seemed  to  me  half  m 

■areata  before.    There  was  something  in  his  tones,  when  he  spake  of  the  soul 

U  if  troubles ;  of  the  wrath  that  lay  upon  him  ;  of  the  acquaintance  that  were  far 

rf;  ml  of  his  being  shut  up  so  that  he  could  not  come  forth — that  was  truly  thril- 

fcfc— Ashe  tpake  about  stretching  out  his  hands,  and  daily  calling  upon  the  Lord, 

mi  of  preventing  the  morning  by  prayer,  1  could  not  but  hope  and  pray  that  he 

■%hl  be  describing  his  own  practice.     I  have  read  this  Psalm  to  myself  several 

"  Mince,  and  sure  1  am,  that  the  bare  listening  to  428  while  he  repeated  it  has 

M  not*  to  open  to  my  view  the  heart  of  the  Psalmist  when  he  wrote,  and  to  give 

ti  lest  for  the  Psalm,"  than  all  the  aid  for  this  purpose,  which  the  piety  and  learning 

rfoMDentators  have  afforded. — 128  committed  the  Psalm  without  any  solicitation 

■■y  pan,  because  as  he  says,  he  was  peculiarly  affected  sometime  since  in  read- 

■fjhe  Sih  verse. 

nt  black  nun,  of  whose  progress  in  reading  I  spake  in  my  last  letter,  changed 

■JCfflifcw  days  since.     In  doing  this  he  came  in  possession  of  a  new  Bible.     In 

toHBghncell  one  day  he  asked  me  if  his  new  Bible  was  like  the  old  one. — When  I 

•Ufa)  it  wag,  he  said,  "  he  supposed  so,  but  he  had  been  looking  it  through  to  find 

fcpare  where  it  said,  "  Seek  and  ye  shall  rind,  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  ;" 

■»  he  had  seen  in  his  old  Bible,'  but  which  he  could  not  find  in  his  new  one. 

Vha  1  (bond  the  place  for  him  his  eyes  sparkled  with  joy.     He  read  a  few  words 

toinid  Mthu  is  the  place,"  thanked  me,  and  very  carefully  turned  down  a  corner 

cf  thcleaf. 

This  mode  of  teaching  adults  to  read  the  Bible,  we  consider  a  val- 
■M*  experiment  on  man,  which  will  not  be  limited  in  its  practical 
■fanttges  to  the  walls  of  a  Prison.     If  persons  who  know  not  a  letter 

•  the  alphabet,   can   be  taught  in  five  or  six  weeks,  as  in  the  Prison 

*  Sing  Sing,  to  read  in  their  own  language  the  sacred  volume,  which 
■iWetomake  them  wise  to  salvation,  and  to  unfold  to  them  the  un- 
liable riches  of  Christ,  then  ignorant  adults  wherever  they  can  be 
™,  in  christian  or  heathen  lands,  can  much  sooner  than  has 
finally  been  supposed,  be  so  instructed  as  to  read  for  themselves, 
J*tt  is  most  important  for  them  to  know.  And  if  a  mode  of  teach- 
^i  which  brinjrs  the  person  taught  to  such  a  result,  in  less  than  one 
**fth  part  of  the  time  usually  allotted  to  it,  has  been  successfully 
■food  to  practice  in  a  Prison,  we  need  not  despair  of  great  im- 
r**wnents  in  the  mode  of  communicating  instruction  to  the  ignorant, 
•of  hiving  the  unobserved  and  patient  labors  of  chaplains  in  Prisons, 
*Kd  to  pood  account,  in  the  illustration  of  modes  and  principles  of 
■faction  by  which  tin;  world  at  large  may  be  benefitted. 

Ttaswe  have  seen  not  only  an  interesting  coincidence  in  the  labor 
■P^ons,  acting  without  concert,  in  different  countries  as  chaplains 
1  "isons,  hut  we  have  also  seen  in  what  manner  these  labors  may 
r*e  extensively  useful  to  the  world. 

^Wlier  interesting  [mint  of  coincidence  relates  to  the  estimation  in 
**h  the  labors  of  matrons,  and  the  co-operation  of  ladies'  visiting 
"knitters  are  held  in  the  different  countries. 

lot  labors  of  the  matron  in  the  female  department  of  the  Baltimore 
^Herniary  arc  thus  commended  in  the  First  Report  of  this  Society. 

■*«.  Rachel  Phrijo,  entered  this  Prison  in  February,  l*2'->  »n<l  look  charge 

f^out  sixty  female  convicts.    There  had  been  previously  some  vile  abuses  prac- 

■^  i.Tio»g  them,  and   as   the   directors   state,  this  department  was  wretchedly 

•to^d.    The  records  show,  that  the  average  annual  expense  before  the  matron 

*y  into  office,  wa*    $1099  51,  and  that  the  average  annual  income  since,  has 

*■  #492  51,  making  a  difference  to  the  institution  from  her  services,  of  $1581  66, 

•tally. 

Acre  has  been,  not  only  a  saving  of  expense,  but  a  saving  of  health.    An  e\ami- 
wtt  made  of  the  records  of  the  hospital,  for  four  periods,  of  twenty  swvtu 
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week*  each ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  matron  has  prevented,  in  three  r 
more  than  seventeen  years'  sickness — i.  e.  the  number  of  days  spent  in  the 
pital  by  the  sick,  has  been  diminished,  what  is  equal  to  the  sickness  of  one  pel 
more  than  seventeen  years. 

The  convicts  have  not  only  taen  saved  from  sickness,  and  made  profitable  u 
State ;  but  they  have  been  taught  those  useful  arts,  by  which  they  can  earn  a 
sistence  when  they  leave  the  Prison.  The  division  of  labor  is  complete ;  son 
engaged  in  knitting,  some  in  sewmg  and  spinuing ;  and  ail  arranged  in  an  a; 
ment  under  an  assistant,  presenting  a  specimen  of  as  much  subordination,  neat 
and  cheerful  and  quiet  industry,  as  can  be  found  in  any  place  of  labor. 

They  have  also  been  taught  to  read.  On  the  Sabbath,  in  a  Sabbath  school 
the  matron  and  her  daughter,  two  hours  in  the  morning,  and  two  in  the  aften 
in  summer ;  and  one  in  the  morning,  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  in  winter,  have 
devoted  to  their  instruction.  Fifteen,  who  could  not  read,  have  been  taught  to 
the  scriptures,  and  all,  except  two  aged  persons,  to  read  in  the  spelling  book, 
some  instances,  the  desire  to  learn  has  been  so  great,  that  the  convieta  would  g 
part  of  their  daily  bread  to  their  companions,  for  teaching  them. 

They  have  also  been  encouraged  in  the  discharge  of  religious  duties.  Of 
Sabbath,  except  when  engaged  in  the  Sabbath  school,  or  in  the  public  exerrii 
religious  worship,  they  assemble  together,  of  their  own  accord,  to  spend  the  1 
in  reading  the  scriptures,  and  in  prayer  among  themselves : — they  regularly  im 
a  blessing,  at  the  table,  and  in  every  room,  except  one,  attend  prayers  morninf 
evening. 

This  system  of  industry,  and  instruction,  and  religious  duty,  has  had  the  eft 
render  the  number  of  recommitments  unusually  small.  In  three  years  preet 
January,  1825,  forty  seven  had  left  this  department  of  the  Penitentiary ;  of  w 
only  seven  had  returned.  In  New  York  city,  in  November,  1824,  the  tread  w 
which  has  been  regarded  in  Europe,  as  more  effectual  than  any  other  mode  of 
ishment  in  preventing  recommitments,  had  employed  on  it,  out  of  sixty  six  wo 
twenty  for  a  second  time ;  six  a  third ;  two  a  fourth ;  and  one  a  fifth. 

All  these  surprising  and  delightful  results,  in  favor  of  the  female  department  o 
Baltimore  Penitentiary,  have  been  produced  without  any  peculiar  advantage 
the  construction  of  the  Prison,  by  the  goodness,  vigilance,  and  skill  of  the  matr 

Since  the  First  Report  of  this  Society  was  published,  matrons  1 
been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Refuge  for  juvenile  delinquent 
New  York,  and  also  into  the  Houses  of  Correction  and  Reform* 
in  Boston.  In  the  Third  Report  if  the  Managers  of  the  Soc 
in  New  York,  they  say, 

"  In  the  management  of  the  female  part  of  the  institution  and  in  the  domesti 
rangements  of  the  whole  establishment,  t^  ^rvifcers  can  cordially  acknowledgi 
assistance  which  has  been  derived  from'  tne  ladies'  committee.  Their  atteni 
have  been  steadily  directed,  in  weekly  visits  to  the  Refuge,  to  the  moral  and 
gious  improvement  of  the  females,  and  to  the  strengthening  of  the  hands  of 
matron  in  her  delicate  and  important  duties.  Although  it  may  not  be  probable 
the  number  of  female  subjects  will  much  exceed  its  present  proportion,  yet  e 
instance  of  restoration  to  virtue,  or  protection  from  the  horrors  of  vice  in  this  < 
of  its  subjects,  cannot  fail  to  yield  the  blessing  of  an  ample  reward  for  all  the  1 
and  care  it  may  have  cost." 

Similar  testimony  may  be  borne  with  propriety  to  the  usefulnea 
the  matrons  in  the  Houses  of  Correction  and  Reformation  in  Bosto 

The  Sixth  Report  of  the  London  Society  contains  facts  and  reim 
so  interesting  and  important,  on  this  subject,  that  we  give  thei 
length,  in  the  confident  expectation  that  they  will  not  be  lost  in 
United  States. 

"  The  ladies*  committee  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  care  of  the  fe 
department  in  Newgate,  continue  their  labors  with  an  assiduity  worthy  of  their 
character,  and  of  the  distinguished  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged.  The  be 
resulting  from  their  unwearied  exertions  has  been  more  permanent  and  extei 
than  could  possibly  have  been  anticipated,  from  the  absence  of  proper  classifies 
and  the  confined  limits  of  this  badly  constructed  Prison.  Wisely  availing  them* 
of  the  public  interest  which  their  plans  could  not  fail  to  excite,  they  have  estabti 
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assaety  for  the  encouragement  and  formation  of  committees  similar  to  their  own  in 
fa  principal  gaol-towns  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  and  it  is  really  delightful  to  trace. 
At  progress  of  good  feeling  in  the  numtter  of  such  associations  that  are  now  in 
spmtion,  ind  conducted  with  that  unostentatious  yet  ardent  kindness,  which  is  so 
■easoMy  characteristic  of  female  benevolence.  In  some  places  where  associations 
0*sVJ  tot  be  formed,  very  beneficial  effects  have  been  produced  by  the  exertions  of 
Mm  who  have  alone,  and  unsupported,  engaged  in  the  arduous  work  of  visiting 
fcsnk  pri*oner*.  A  more  striking  instance  of  the  consequence  of  such  individual 
•son  will  not  be  required,  than  the  fact  that  at  one  Prison,  visited  by  a  lady  of  high 
MpetibUity,  six  young  women  who  had  abandoned  their  homes  to  live  in  habits  of 
prilpey  were  restored  to  their  respective  families,  and  have  since  afforded  the 
ntisttctory  proofs  of  reformation.  In  a  borough  gaol  of  the  worst  description, 
'■  even  the  separation  of  the  sexes  was  not  complete,  a  female  visitor  has  for 
ax  years  been  engaged  in  the  instruction  of  the  criminal  of  her  sex.  At  this 
nm  the  number  of  commitments  has  been  so  greatly  diminished,  since  the  attend- 
■»  of  thin  amiable  person,  that  at  the  assizes,  the  thanks  of  the  corporation  were 
■Jfldy  expressed  to  her  by  the  recorder. 

teof  the  most  important  provisions  of  the  Gaol  Act  requires  that  female  prisoners 
■aid  be  under  die  care  of  female  oflicers.  This  plan  hits  been  adopted  in  many  of 
fc  comity-gaols,  and  promises  to  be  a  measure  of  the  highest  value.  The  design  of 
■vmangement  would,  however,  he  far  more  cnYctually  secured,  were  all  the  ft»- 
■k  prisoners  of  a  county  confine*;  in  one  establishment,  for  which  purpose  some 
rftfce  letter  gaols  might  be  appropriated  the  number  of  women  being  generally 
—I  compared  to  that  of  men.  At  Lancaster  castle  it  will  be  seen  that  a  most  cf- 
htal  separation  has  been  made  for  (his  purpose  ;  and  detached  buildings  with  the 
•*  new  have  been  erected  by  the  magistracy  of  Kent,  at  the  extensive  county 
■at  it  Maidstone.  But  much  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  appointment  ot 
■■■•  superintendent*  must  ever  depend  upon  the  description  of  persons  selected 
■t  the  office.  Attention  a»  character  is  indeed  highly  essential  in  the  choice  ot 
•*J  prl<on-officer,  bu* ,n  none  more  so  than  in  that  of  matron ;  for  the  judicious 
fc>rgt  of  her  duties  especially  requires  the  advantages  of  education,  temper,  and 
fcntion.  Steadiness  of  application,  habits  of  arrangement,  and  a  cordial  spirit  of 
tiftntion  are  necessary  in  a  Prison,  to  the  maintenance  of  order,  the  distribution 
■(■ptyyncnt,  and  the  communication  of  instruction.  But  the  peculiar  relation  in 
•fc*  i  prooD-tiatron  utands  towards  the  objects  of  her  care,  ought  to  inspire  her 
Mao  ordinary  share  of  interest  and  compassion.  In  the  exercise  of  her  duties, 
[fchatODA'  ^e  representative  ami  guardian  of  her  sex,  and  she  ought  to  he  a  bright 
[ftavjpte  A  its  purity*,  disinterestedness,  and  love.  To  win  auction,  yet  enforce 
(■wntr—to  inspire  confidence,  vet  command  respect — to  war  agains't  the  vices, 

*  r**ke  just  allowance  for  the  frailties  of  humanity — are  qualities  of  mind  in  an 
"degree  essential  to  her  who  would   reclaim  the  thoughtless,   subdue  the 

>«  and  heal  the  broken  heart.  She  must  he  prepared  to  encounter  disap- 
M  from  ingratitude,  indifference,  and  deceit ;  yet  if  she  do  uot  always  attain 
it  will  be  her  care  uniformly  to  deserve  it ;  nor  will  such  discouragements 
[JJftpreM  exertions  that  flow  from  the  convictions  of  duty,  and  derive  strength 
l?.*!*  hfluence  of  Christian  principles.  A  pious  and  judicious  effort  to  reclaim 
[fte*0*  a  se^om  wholly  lost ;  and  a  prisou-matron  may  be  assured,  that  to  the 
[jy  discharge  of  her  interesting  duties,  the  blessing  of  Heaven  will  never  be 

*ttne  benevolent  interest  of  the  matron  will  not  be  confined  to  the  walls  of  her 

\tr  .Hiere  is  not  perhaps  in  the  whole  range  of  human  destitution,  a  more  genu- 

I'^t  of  compassion  than  a  friendless  girl,  who  quits  a  Prison  with  the  desire, 

[Rwithout  the  means  of  reformation.     Satisfactory  may  have  been  her  conduct  du- 

I confinement,  and  gratifying  the  proofs  of  her  moral  improvement;  yet  what 

iRuonably  be  expected,  if  at  the  expiration  of  her  sentence  she  is  thrown  upon 

|Wde  world? — She  is  surrounded  by  temptation,  and  even  the  distinction  of  her 

*  uri  the  helplessness  of  her  condition — which  constitute  her  strongest  claims 
protection — are  too  often  the  most  fatal  sources  of  her  moral  ruin  and  hopeless 

mi.    How  many,  thus  circumstanced,  feel  at  this  moment  the  wretchedness 
hi  the  loss  of  character,  the  abandonment  of  friends,  the  pressure  of  want, 
lB*gs  of  disease,  and  the  bitterness  of  despair;  and  how  many  have  quitted  eon- 
~**t  in  a  state  of  entire  destitution,  whom  the  hand  of  kindness  might  have  saved 
'nan,  and  rescued  from  an  untimely  and  dishonored  grave  !  To  devise  means  for 
.  .|nfef  of  the  repentant  and  distressed  criminal,  on  her  discharge,  may  form  no  \iar\ 
ff|*  ofiria]  instructions  of  a  prison-matron ;  but  her  own  feelings  will  prompt  Uct  Vo 
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the  execution  of  duties  which  are  enjoined  by  the  most  sacred  obligations  of  relit; 
and  the  strongest  dictates  of  humanity ;  and  it  will  be  her  care  to  anticipate  the  wi 
of  the  discharged  female ; — to  remove,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  the  temptation 
which  she  is  about  to  be  exposed ; — to  confer  with  the  chaplain  on  her  behalf  ;- 
suggest  to  the  visiting  magistrates,  and  to  the  governor,  the  means  by  which  it  i 
be  possible  to  reconcile  her  to  her  family,  and  restore  her  to  lost  friends ; — proc 
for  her  employment ;— obtain  her  admission  into  a  reformatory  institution ;— or  si 
her  temporary  protection  until  this  desirable  object  be  attained." 

We  conclude  this  interesting  view  of  the  labors  of  females  in  I 
sons,  with  a  single  fact  from  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  1 
ciety. 

"  At  Turin,  the  state  of  the  men's  Prison  is  deplorable.  In  the  women's  gac 
surprising  change  has  been  effected  through  the  personal  exertions  of  a  lady,  1 
has,  for  some  time,  with  a  philanthropy  beyond  all  praise,  devoted  herself  to  its 
provement.  This  arduous  object  has  been  her  constant  study ;  nor  does  she  est! 
any  labor  a  sacrifice  by  which  she  may  relieve  the  sufferings  and  effect  the  re 
ination  of  the  prisoners.  T\v\  occupations  are  spinning,  knitting,  and  sewing, 
women  arc  all  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  the  strictest  attention  is  paid  to  religp 
and  moral  instruction." 

Another  great  point  of  coincidence  in  regard  to  improvement 
Prisons  in  the  different  countries,  relates  to  the  leading  principles 
prison  discipline,  i.  c.  solitary  confinement  at  night,  hard  labor  by  d 
efficient  discipline,  religious  instruction,  Mid  prison  architecture,  ada 
ed  to  these  purposes. 

A  true  definition  of  the  system  of  prison  di^ipline  has  already  bi 
given,  as  contained  in  the  preamble  to  the  Brifah  Act  of  Parliame 
i.  e.  "  to  seclude  the  criminals  from  their  former  associates  ;  to  se 
rate  those  of  whom  hopes  might  be  entertained  from  those  who  w 
desperate ;  to  teach  them  useful  trades ;  to  give  th«m  religious 
struction  ;  and  to  provide  them  with  a  recommendation  to  the  wc 
and  the  means  of  obtaining  an  honest  livelihood  after  the  expiration 
the  term  of  their  punishment." 

Mr.  Roscoe  says,   "  the  true  object  of  the  reformatory  syttem 
prison  discipline,  as  first  attempted  to  be  established  in  England  % 
afterwards  with  greater  success  in  the  United  States,  cannot  be  be 
expressed  than  in  the  above  language."     And  again,  "  it  discloses 
true  principle  upon  which  alone  criminal  jurisprudence  can  be  subs! 
tially  founded."     Gen.  Lafayette  says,  "  it  seems  to  me,  two  of 
inconveniences  most  complained  of,  (i.  e.  in  defective  Prisons,)  mi 
be  obviated,  by  making  use  of  the  solitary  cells  to  separate  the  prii 
ers  at  night,  and  multiplying  the  rooms  of  common  labor,  so  as  t9 
ducc  the  number  in  each  robm  to  what  it  was  when  the  population  I 
less  dense ;  an  arrangement  which  would  enable  the  managers  to  k, 
distinctions  among  the  men  to  be  reclaimed,  according  to  the  stall 
their  morals  and  behavior." 

In  these  sentiments,  as  thus  expressed  by  General  Lafayet 
Mr.  Roscoe  says,  "  I  have  the  pleasure  most  fully  to  concur,  an 
hold  it  to  be  impossible  to  give  a  more  clear,  correct  and  impar 
decision  on  the  subject." 

As  the  preamble  to  the  British  Act  of  Parliament  was  in  part 
result  of  Howard's  labors,  we  have  his  views  in  the  definition  of  w 
he  thought  prison  discipline  should  be,  and  the  above  extracts  on 
principles  of  the  definition  leave  no  room  for  misapprehension  in 
gard  to  the  views  of  Gen.  Lafayette  and  Mr.  Roscoe. 
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iation  and  inspection ;  that  reformation  of  character  may  be  essentially 
I  by  religious  instruction ;  and  that  these  measures  combined,  are  well  caf- 

0  inspire  the  dread,  correct  the  habits,  enlighten  the  mind,  and  reclaim  the 
in  offender.  Such  were  the  means  by  which  the  immortal  Howard,  and 
»  philanthropic  successor,  Neild,  sought  to  remove  the  miseries  and  re* 
character  of  the  Prisons  of  this  country  ; — and  to  promulgate  the  principles, 
ms  the  aim  of  their  valuable  labor*  to  establish,  is  the  object  of  the  institu- 
nith  report  of  whose  proceedings  the  committee  have  now  the  honor  to 
i  the  public." 

),  in  the  same  Report,  we  have  some  valuable  suggestions  on 
rchitecturo,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  so  con- 

1  Prisons  that  they  can  be  casilj  inspected. 

nuch  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  the  adoption  of  sound  principles  of  prison 
ire.  On  this  important  subject  very  erroneous  notions  prevail.  The  power 
og  constant  and  complete  inspection  is  perhaps  the  most  valuable  feature 
istruction  oi  a  Prison.  It  is  therefore  highly  important,  in  the  arrangement 
s  for  gaols,  that  this  power  should  be  exercised  by  the  governor  with  the 
cility,  and  to  the  greatest  extent.  Inspection  should  be  obtained  not  only 
prisoners  in  their  respective  departments  and  different  occupations,  but 
>rer  the  inferior  officers — an  object  of  no  small  importance,  when  it  is  con- 
tat  their  example  has  great  influence  on  the  conduct  of  those  over  whom 
ibced.  An  opportunity  was  lately  afforded  to  the  committee  of  examining 
of  the  principal  county  Prisons  in  England;  and  it  appeared,  from  a  careful 
ion  of  die  merits  of  each,  that  out  of  9b'  plans  which  came  under  the  notice 
unittce,  28  only  afforded  the  power  of  inspecting  the  airing  yards :  in  32 
very  partial  inspection  could  be  exercised,  and  36  were  found  to  be  en- 
.*ctive  in  this  primary  feature  of  the  construction  of  a  good  goal.  It  is  pain- 
fcrre  that  even  in  gaols  of  modern  erection,  the  importance  of  inspection 
'  not  been  adequately  appreciated,  or  has  been  altogether  neglected." 

ie  Seventh  Report  of  the  same  Society,  we  have  a  summary 
lit  of  remaining  evils,  even  in  England,  which  the  London  So- 
rting on  the  principles  here  laid  down,  is  laboring  to  remove. 

t  is  perhaps  no  circumstance  which  is  more  mischievous  than  the  want  of 
4eeping-cell«*.  It  appears  by  the  returns  furnished  under  the  gaol  act,  for 
aiding  at  Michaelmas  1826,  'that  in  four  Prisons,  which  at  one  time  in  the 
lined  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eight  persons,  there  were  only  six - 
lM»nin«r.rnnrn4  or  rella  rnlWtivolv.  mnkinir  an  average  number  of  nineteen 
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occupy  a  space  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  ninety  feet  in  length ;  there  « 
not,  therefore,  have  been  at  that  time  above  sixteen  inches  allowed  lor  sleeping  ' 
to  each  person.  The  prisoners  are  thus  shut  up  at  night  without  the  slightest 
trol  over  their  language  or  their  actions ;  and  this  too,  in  winter,  for  no  less  a  pel 
at  one  time,  than  fifteen  hours.  It  may  be  easily  imagined  that  these  night-n 
are  the  scenes  of  tumult  and  obscenity ;  and  to  this  treatment  are  exposed  wvm 
many  of  whom  are  butyoung  in  crime,  and  all  of  whom  are  committed  for  tori 
re-examination  only.  There  is  no  inspection  from  any  part  of  the  keeper's  horn 
office,  nor  from  any  part  of  the  main  passage  of  the  gaol  can  either  himself  a 
officers  watch  the  behaviour  or  detect  the  misconduct  of  any  prisoner.  The  cc 
quences  are  precisely  what,  under  such  circumstances,  might  naturally  be  expe* 
Riots  and  assaults  are  matters  of  daily  ocurrence.  The  keeper,  on  such  oecas 
is  even  at  a  loss  to  know  in  what  part  of  the  gaol  the  offence  is  committed  ;  anc 
time  and  preparation  necessary  to  enter  a  ward,  afford  the  prisoner  every  opporl 
ty  he  could  desire  for  deception  and  concealment." 

We  make  one  extract  more  from  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  Loo 

Society,  showing  with  what  assiduity  and  discrimination  the  Societ 

bors  to  ascertain  what  evils  exist  in  Prisons,  and  with  what  justice 

mercy  and  judgment,  they  labor  to  correct  them. 

"  It  is  fatal  to  the  general  observance  of  the  Gaol  Act,  that  several  of  its  most 
portant  clauses  are  so  worded  as  to  permit,  rather  than  require  their  execution, 
shall  and  may  be  lawful,'  is  the  language  employed  in  the  provisions  refem 
This  has  led  in  many  cases  to  the  entire  neglect  of  several  useful  clauses,  whi 
has  in  others  given  rise  to  a  wide  latitude  of  interpretation.  These  circumst* 
have,  therefore,  in  some  measure  defeated  an  important  object  of  the  act,  which 
to  reduce  the  management  of  gaols  to  a  system,  and  to  render  that  system  nai 
throughout  the  kingdom.  The  law  has  defined  the  leading  principles  and  ga 
outline  of  prison  government,  but  has  left  it  discretionary  with  the  magistracy ; 
whether  any  and  what  further  rules  shall  be  framed  for  the  government  of  the  Pli 
beyond  those  required  or  suggested  by  the  act.  The  consequence  is,  that  in  sei 
gaols,  as  in  Newgate,  the  recommendations  of  the  legislature  are  unattende 
Even  in  those  counties  in  which  the  spirit  of  the  law  is  enforced,  the  magistral 
the  respective  counties  act  independently  of  each  other ;  and  a  great  variety  of  | 
lice  consequently  prevails  in  the  best  regulated  gaols,  in  respect  to  the  prisoi 
food,  the  modes  of  bis  restraint,  and  the  nature  of  his  employment.  In  some  pi 
of  confinement,  prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labor  may  work  if  they  choose  to  di 
In  others,  they  are  employed  hut  a  few  hours  daily  in  cleaning  the  Prison,  or  at  € 
work  not  laborious.  Even  in  the  houses  of  correction,  where  regular  erapJoym 
are  carried  on,  the  hours  of  actual  labor  vary  in  duration  from  seven  hoars  ti 
hours  and  a  half,  daily,  in  the  summer  months,  and  from  five  to  seven  hours  da 
winter.  Nothing  can  be  more  dissimilar  than  the  nature  of  the  employment,  w 
is  in  several  gaols  extremely  light,  while  in  others  it  is  most  severe.  The  labi 
the  tread-wheel  is  found  to  differ  considerably  in  its  degree  of  severity,  var; 
from  8,000  to  16,000  feet  of  ascent  per  day  in  summer,  and  in  winter  from  5,01 
10,000  feet.  In  some  county  gaols,  women  are  placed  upon  the  wheel ;  wins 
others,  females  are  not  only  exempted  from  it,  but  also  from  any  other  spedi 
labor  which  can,  in  any  degree,  be  compared  with  it  in  severity.  The  approprb 
of  earnings  differs  materially.  In  several  cases,  the  prisoners  are  allowed  the  wh 
in  others,  on  one  half  or  one  third  of  the  product  of  their  labor  ;  and  these  earn 
may  in  some  instances  be  expended  in  extra  food,  and  other  necessaries ;  whO 
other  gaols  there  is  no  such  privilege.  The  daily  rations  also  vary  remarkably, 
many  Prisons,  bread  only  is  given ;  in  others,  meat,  soup,  gruel,  and  beer  are  aw 
the  daily  allowance  of  bread  differs  from  one  pound  to  three  pounds.  These  fi 
tions  in  the  diet  cause  a  difference  in  the  weekly  expense  of  from  one  shilling 
five  pence  to  five  shillings  and  sixpence  per  head.  The  practice  is  still  continue! 
some  part*  of  the  country,  of  allowing  money  to  prisoners  for  the  purchase  of  I 
&c.  but  the  amount  of  this  allowance  is  found  to  vary  from  fourpence  to  eightpi 
per  day.*  In  some  few  gaols,  no  clothing  or  bedding  is  furnished :  at  other  pi 
a  complete  gaol  dress  is  worn,  and  ample  bedding  is  allowed.  The  variation  li 
cost  of  these  articles  is  from  twenty  shillings  to  live  pounds.    While  this  absent 

*Thi§  practice  in  altopother  very  objectionable.  It  i ncure  additional  eipenee,  as  well  ulH 
ami  inconvenience  in  cooking,  and  it  generally  found  to  interfere  with  the  order  and  dieetpimae 
gaol :  the  ptuonen  are  also  liable  to  saflbr  from  imposition,  or  from  the  HrtrflfrsiHi  ef  tk 
peaditun. 


rimu,  the  punishment  of  whipping  was  practised  during  the  last  year;  and, 
thin  fifty,  irons  were  used.  There  is  no  uniformity  in  the  degree  of  moral 
om  instruction  afforded  to  prisoners.  At  several  gaols  no  chaplain  has  yet 
Dinted,  and  no  religious  duties  are  performed  ;  while,  in  others^  the  attend- 
be  clergyman  is  limited  to  Sundays.  In  some  cases,  bibles,  testaments, 
oks,  &c.  are  furnished :  at  others,  they  are  not  provided.  At  a  few  Prisons, 
re  established ;  while  at  several  no  instruction  is  given  in  either  reading 
;.  The  treatment  of  the  sick  differs  also  materially.  At  many  gaols,  a  sur- 
al* only  when  sent  for ;  at  some,  he  visits  twice  a  week,  and  at  others  daily, 
re  still  without  any  infirmary  or  suitable  rooms  for  the  separation  of  the 
number  of  sick  during  the  last  year  has,  consequently,  differed  in  the  pro* 
'  from  one  half  to  one  in  fifty. 

r  measures  are  therefore  indispensable  to  insure  obedience  to  the  law.  If 
returns  which  arc  required  were  regularly  transmitted,  it  would  be  impos- 
certain  the  actual  condition  of  every  gaol,  from  answers  to  questions  fram- 
Uy,  and  with  reference  to  all  descriptions  of  Prisons.  It  is  besides  obvious, 
sgulatiou  of  gaols  should  be  reduced  to  a  system,  and  that  the  rules  in  force 
compared  and  assimilated  as  nearly  as  circumstances  will  admit  This 
r  is  as  much  required  by  the  interests  of  justice  as  by  the  welfare  of  the 
It  is  only  right  that  the  jury  who  convict,  and  the  judge  who  condemns, 
n  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  discipline  and  punishment  to  which  they  are 
consign  an  offender.  Nothing  can  at  present,  at  least  in  many  cases,  be 
le  and  indefinite  than  a  sentence  of  punishment  when  pronounced  by  the 
i  culprit  is  sentenced  to  bard  labor ;  but  the  nature  of  that  labor— on  which 
f  fact  the  punishment  mainly  depends — is  not  defined  ;  nor  is  it  known  by 
if  there  be  labor  of  any  kind  in  the  gaol  to  which  the  prisoner  is  about  to 
tied." 

far  there  is  a  coincidence  of  opinion,  in  the  United  States, 
;  views  here  expressed,  in  regard  to  the  leading  principles  of 
iscipline,  is  plainly  seen  by  all,  who  have  read  the  present  and 
Reports  of  this  Society.  And  as  it  would  he  little  else  but  a 
n  of  these  Reports,  further  to  illustrate  the  coincidence,  in 
o  the  leading  principles  of  prison  discipline,  we  shall  here 

inly  remaining  point  of  coincidence,  which  we  shall  notice,  re- 
tire delay  which  is  often  found  to  exist  between  the  arrest  and 
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than  twice  a  year.  Nor  is  the  number  of  the  assizes  their  only  fault.  The  peri 
at  which  they  are  held,  where  there  are  two  in  the  year,  are  fixed  at  very  una 
divisions  of  time ;  the  spring  assize  taking  place  during  Lent,  and  the  summei 
July.  Owing  to  this  arrangement,  the  gaols  are  burthened  at  the  spring  assize  1 
twice  the  number  that  are  tried  in  summer ;  and  the  prisoner,  who  may  unfti 
nately  be  sent  to  gaol  just  after  the  latter  assize  has  terminated,  may  remain  I 
months,  and  in  some  cases  twelve  months,  before  he  take  his  trial.  In  the , 
Report  of  the  Society,  the  committee  noticed  the  case  of  a  youth,  aged  14,  whoi 
charged  with  taking  a  hat  from  another  boy  in  the  public  streets.  This  lad  ] 
committed  on  the  11th  August,  1823,  but  was  not  tried  until  the  12th  August*  U 
Were  this  delay  of  justice  the  only  evil,  enough  would  be  contained  in  this  sfej 
statement  to  demand  a  more  frequent  delivery ;  but  the  wretched  conditio! 
many  of  our  gaols,  confers  on  such  a  measure  additional  importance.  The  plaej 
which  this  boy  was  confined,  had  been  presented  some  time  before  as  unfit  flj 
Prison.  There  was  no  employment  for  either  tried  or  untried.  There  were  only  ft 
teen  sleeping-cells,  while  fifty  and  more  prisoners  were  often  in  confinement  all 
time.  And  when  all  the  hardships  had  been  endured,  and  all  the  moral  mischii 
an  imprisonment,  so  long  and  of  such  a  nature,  had  worked  its  full  effect  upon  i 
boy  of  14 — he  was  acquitted  !  Could  such  an  initiation  into  vice  and  idleness  I 
duce  any  other  than  the  most  lamentable  depravity  ?  And  can  it  excite  man 
when  the  committee  state  that  this  youth,  acquitted  of  the  offence  with  which 
was  charged,  was  dismissed  from  Prison  a  hardened  criminal,  and  has  since 
cone  the  punishment  of  transportation  for  life  ?  But  this  is  not  a  solitary  in 
In  the  same  year,  and  in  the  same  gaol,  there  were  five  men  committed  hV 
month  of  September,  who  were  obliged  to  await  their  trial  until  the  August  ~ 
ing  when  they  also  were  acquitted.  In  another  instance,  a  man  was  comi 
Aueust,  and  detained  until  the  following  July,  when  he  was  tried,  and  founi, 
guilty.  This  person  was  married  and  had  three  children.  Many  similar  cases  " 
other  gaols  might  be  produced,  where  imprisonment  before  trial  has  been  loncf 
duration,  and  ruinous  in  its  effects,  involving  not  the  interests  of  the  individual  i 
but  those  also  of  a  wife  and  family.  Surely  such  evils  call  loudly  for  a  prompt  i 
efficacious  remedy.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  many  of  our  readers,  that 
Howard  was  engaged  in  visiting  the  Prisons  of  Germany,  the  emperor  Joseph 
sired  to  see  him.  '  I  have  sent  for  you,'  (said  the  monarch)  '  to  know  your 
ion  on  the  state  of  the  Prisons  in  my  dominions,  and  to  desire  that  you  will  poiat^ 
those  grievances  which  most  urgently  demand  reform.'  *  Your  Majesty'  (i 
Howard)  '  has  throughout  your  empire  prisoners  who  have  been  for  two  _ 
immured  in  dungeons,  awaiting  their  trial ;  and  should  they  be  found  innocent  oYl 
crimes  laid  to  their  charge,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  your  Majesty  to  make  theal 
para ti on  for  the  injuries  they  have  sustained.'  With  some  abatement  of  its  stnnjl 
might  the  same  language  be  addressed  to  the  Legislature  of  England.  *  Youf 
this  country,  gaols,  whose  inmates  have  been  confined  in  cells  unfit  for 
habitation  for  the  space  of  twelve  months  before  they  have  been  brought  to 
and  they  have  been  eventually  acquitted  as  innocent  of  crime  :  you  have  ton  I 
from  their  homes  :  you  have  taken  from  their  families  the  main  pillars  of  their  I 
port :  you  have  blasted  their  reputation  :  you  have  debased  their  morals :  you; 
inflicted  on  them  a  greater  punishment  than  that  to  which,  if  declared  guilty, 
would  have  been  adjudged ;  and  you  discharge  them  from  your  Prisons,  ruined  M 
depraved,  bereft  of  the  means  of  honest  maintenance,  to  subsist  upon  the  prop«J 
to  disturb  the  order,  and  corrupt  the  morals,  of  society.'  Would  that  this  ftaN 
p trance,  though  but  ideal,  might  be  followed  by  the  success  which  attended  H0| 
ard's  appeal  to  the  emperor  Joseph.  To  the  eternal  honor  of  that  great  moM( 
be  it  recorded,  that  he  instantly  caused  a  law  to  be  enacted  by  which  the  grievMl 
was  redressed.  \ 

In  the  month  of  Dec.  1822,  a  special  commission  was  issued  for  a  third  assize  tM 
out  the  home  circuit.  This  assize  has  been  continued  every  succeeding  winter;  m 
the  numbers  liberated  on  these  occasions  are  the  best  evidence  of  the  effects  of  tbtl 
cell e nee  of  the  measure.  From  official  statements  it  appears,  that  nearly  one-di 
of  the  annual  commitments  in  this  circuit  have  been  tried  at  the  third  assize.  « 
commitments  for  capital  offences  alone,  in  1824,  on  this  circuit,  amounted  to  111 
and  of  these,  863  were  tried  at  the  winter  assize :  these  persons  were  consequent 
saved  the  hardship  of  three  months'  imprisonment  before  trial.  On  reference  to  i 
returns  for  the  last  seven  years,  it  appears  that,  with  the  exception  of  London  M 
Middlesex,  the  numbers  committed  for  trial  on  the  home  circuit,  were  in  proporti 
to  those  committed  in  the  other  circuits  as  13,066,  to  63,280,  or  about  one-fifth.  ' 
therefore,  the  third  assize  had  been  general  for  the  last  seven  years,  one-third  of  i 
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number,  or  above  20,000  persons,  would  on  tbe  other  circuits  have  been  spar- 
|fe  injury  of  three  months*  imprisonment.  If  the  commitments  on  the  home 
to  those  on  the  other  circuits  be  but  one  to  five,  this  small  proportion  shows 
tthe  interests  of  justice  are  deeply  concerned  in  extending  the  benefits  of  a  third 
1  delivery  throughout  the  kingdom.  In  the  case  of  persons  who  are  eventually 
id,  the  cruelty  of  the  existing  system  is  strikingly  apparent ;  but  as  it  regards 
sentenced  to  snort  terms  of  imprisonment  only,  it  is  scarcely  less  unjust.  The 
I  number  convicted  during  the  last  seven  years,  amounted  to  65,003.  Of  these, 
or  very  nearly  one  half,  were  sentenced  to  periods  of  confinement  not  ex- 
six  months.  Many  persons  have,  therefore,  suffered  before  trial  longer  im- 
»nt  than  the  law  adjudged  to  them  afterwards ;  and  although  it  is  occasion- 
practice  of  the  bench  to  make  allowance  for  the  length  of  previous  confine- 
in  passing  sentence,  yet  such  a  practice  allows  to  die  judge  too  much  power 
cases ;  while  the  law,  not  contemplating  the  anomaly,  confers  too  little  dis- 
til others.  In  every  such  case  it  reverses  the  natural  order  of  justice,  making 
snt  to  precede  conviction." 

circular  letter,  issued  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  Bos- 

in  March,  1826,  concerning  the  Prisons  in  the  District  of  Colum- 

the  same  evil  is  mentioned. 

'In  one  room,  in  the  Jail  in  Washington  City,"  says  the  letter,  "  were  seven  pcr- 
i;  three  women  and  four  children.  This  room  was  only  eight  feet  square.  All 
f women  were  released  from  this  room,  at  the  Jail  Delivery,  in  January,  1825,  no 
I  taring  been  found  against  them.  One  of  the  women  had  been  detained  in  this 
Itched  place  four  months  as  a  witness.'1 

'The  Jail  Deliver)',  takes  place  twice  a  year,  only,  (leaving  it  possible  for  inno- 
1  persons,  on  suspicion,  to  be  confined,  in  this  wretched  place,  six  months  before 
.)    Of  the  forty-four  persons,  in  jail  at  one  time,  fifteen  were  discharged  in  a 
day,  against  whom,  no  bills  wore  found.    Among  the  persons  thus  discharged, 
ah  the  women,  in  the  room  with  the  children,  one  of  whom  hud  been  confined 
r,and  another  five  months.    Also  two  persons,  who  were  detained  four  months, 
wises  against  George  Kendall,  who  was  with  them  discharged,  no  witness 
appeared  against  him.    The  whole  term  of  confinement  of  these  fifteen  per- 
wh<j  were  discharged,  as  innocent,  on  this  occasion,  amounted  to  forty-two 
as,  or  nearly  three  months  each.     It  is  an  old  maxim,  that,  (between  the  arrest 
1  the  trial,)  the  law  abhors  delay." 

In  regard  to  this  evil,  Matiirw  Carey,  of  Philadelphia,  has  issued 

i circular,  from  which  we  make  the  following  extracts  : 

[^No  unad  portion  of  the  depravity  of  many  of  those  hardened  and  irreclaimable 

»,  who  are  the  bane  and  pest  of  society,  and  live  by  preying  on  the  public, 

there  is  reason  to  believe,  from  the  unjust  and  tedious  detention  of  persons 

ly  committed  for  trivial  offences— offences  in  many  cases  implying  a  very 

degree  of  immorality ;  for  instance,  petty  broils  and  riots,  after  which  it  some- 

hip|M>ri«,  that  the  aggrieved  party  is  incarcerated  on  the  false  oath  of  the  ag- 

.    Tliis  detention  is  cruel  and  oppressive,  as  regards  the  sufferers,  and  perni- 

>  regard"  society  ;  as  the  former,  many  of  whom  enter  these  abodes  of  wretch- 

and  wickedness,  comparatively  innocent,  or  slightly  tainted  with  vice  or 

?,  often  become  completely  corrupt  and  abandoned  by  contaminating  intercourse 

i  adepts  in  villainy,  and  are  thus  prepared  for  following  the  footsteps  of  their  mas- 

■  iniquity. 

Ike  following  statement  of  the  numl>er  of  persons  committed  for  trial  in  the  Bride- 
"  Prison  of  New  York,  on  accusations  for  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  extracted 
Mr  Livingston's  celebrated  work  on  prison  discipline — also  of  the  numbers  ac- 
conde mned,  and  discharged  without  trial,  will  satisfactorily  demonstrate  the 
y  of  the  evil  here  presented  to  the  public  view.     Who  can  think  without 
and  indignation  of  the  incarceration  of  above  six  thousand   persons  in  four 
wine  perhaps  for  mouths,  agaiust  whom  at  the  lime  appointed  for  trial,  tfiere 
no  accuser  ! 
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Of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  ordered  for  trial,  at  a  late  court  of  quarter 
in  Philadelphia,  there  were  about  seventy  or  eighty  against  whom  no  bills  had 
found,  many  of  whom  were  apparently  without  offence,  and  were  of  course  disci 
ed,  but  with  tarnished  characters,  and  probably  with  minds  corrupted  during 
sojourn  in  Prison. 

With  a  view  to  investigate  this  subject,  and  bring  it  fairly  before  the  public, . 
quest  you  will  be  so  good,  if  in  your  power,  as  to  furnish  me  with  answers  fa 
following  queries : — 

1.  What  number  of  persons  have  been  committed  to  jail  for  trial  in  your  pb. 
residence,  or  any  jail  in  your  neighborhood,  within  the  last  two  years,  and  * 
number  of  them  have  been  dismissed  without  presentation  of  bills  of  indictmei 
the  grand  jury  ? 

2.  What  number  have  been  dismissed  in  consequence  of  the  bills  against  1 
having  been  ignored  by  the  grand  jury  ?     What  number  have  been  convicted  ? 

3.  How  long  have  any  of  them  been  detained  previous  to  trial  or  dismissal  ? 

4.  How  many  persons  have   been  detained  as  witnesses  ?   And  how  long 
they  been  thus  detained  ? 

6.  Have  you  any  court  for  the  summary  trial  of  misdemeanors  ?  If  so,  wt 
its  constitution  ? 

It  is  intended,  on  the  replies  to  these  queries,  to  predicate  a  plan  for  remed 
this  crying  evil." 

What  is  done  in  foreign  countries,  in  this  department 
benevolent  exertion  ? 

The  London  Society  has  been  in  operation  seven  years.  Its  Sevf 
Report  is  a  volume  of  five  hundred  and  forty  pages.  It  direct! 
attention  principally  to  the  Prisons  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  their  Sevc 
Report  contains  a  survey  of  Prisons,  in  all  countries,  from  which  in 
mation  could  be  obtained.  In  the  appendix,  two  hundred  and 
closely  printed  pages  are  occupied  concerning  the  Prisons  in  Engli 
Scotland,  and  Ireland  ;  and  one  hundred  pages  concerning  Prison 
Holland,  France,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Flanders,  Germany,  Araer 
the  West  Indies,  and  New  South  Wales.  It  contains  twenty  i 
pages  of  extracts  from  the  First  Report  of  the  Boston  Society  ;  bes: 
several  pages,  noticing  the  same,  in  the  body  of  the  Report.  The 
penses  of  the  Society  last  year  to  sustain  its  extended  operations,  * 
$11,959,  which  exceeded  its  receipts  $4,120. 

In  Scotland,  no  benevolent  association  has  been  formed ;  tho 
one  has  been  contemplated  at  Edinburg,  for  the  purpose  of  diffuf 
information  on  prison  discipline  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingd 
This  is  greatly  needed  ;  for  there  is  no  part  of  the  country,  in  wl 
the  Prisons,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  London  Reports,  h 
u  fallen  into  such  a  lamentable  state  of  disorder."  "  With  the  ex< 
tion  of  the  larger  gaols  at  Edinburg,  Glasgow,  Perth,  and  a  few  of 
places,  the  construction  of  the  Prisons  is  of  the  worst  descriptk 
In  consequence  of  this,  during  the  session  of  Parliament  in  1S& 
select  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of 
Prisons  in  Scotland  ;  the  result  of  which  was  a  return  of  the  actual  < 
dition  of  every  gaol,  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom.  From  these  reti 
valuable  documents  have  been  published,  by  the  government,  and  t 
republished  in  the  appendix  to  the  London  Society's  Report. 

In  Ireland  there  is  an  association  at  Dublin  for  the  improvemen 
Prisons  and  prison  discipline.  Their  Reports  are  spoken  of  as  hi| 
interesting,  and  as  having  contributed  to  the  spread  of  valuable  ill 
mation  and  sound  principles.  During  the  last  year,  an  act  has  b 
passed,  "  for  consolidating  and  amending  the  laws  relating  to  Prii 
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Every 


[■Ireland."    According  to  this  law,  the  grand  jury  are  to  appoint 

to  visit  the  Prisons  and  make  reports  of  their  condition.    Two 

>rs-general  also  have  been  appointed,  whose  duty  it  is  to  visit 

Ij  every  Prison  in  Ireland,  and  make  report  to  parliament  of  its 

irtioo. 

Prison  is  to  consist  of  two  parts,  one  for  males  and  one  for 

In  every  Prison,  effectual  means  are  to  be  adopted,  for  secu- 

,  classification,  health,  inspection,  employment,  and  religious  and 

instruction.     A  separate  cell,  if  possible,  is  to  be  provided  for 

prisoner.     Proper  rooms  are  to  be  fitted  up  for  labor.     A  chapel 

be  provided  in  every  Prison,  with  separate  divisions  for  males  and 

County  Prisons,  destitute  of  proper  accommodation,  are  to 

(discontinued.     All  defective  Prisons,  of  local  jurisdiction,  are  to  be 

mL    No  prisoner,  before  his  conviction,  cither  with  or  without 

(consent,  is  to  be  employed  on  the  tread-mill.   Female  prisoners  are 

ibe  attended  in  all  cases  by  female  officers.     Chaplains  are  to  be 

noted  to  every  Prison.     Prisoners,  when  discharged,  are  to  be 

with  the  means  of  returning  to  their  families.     All  prison  fees 

'lobe  abolished.     In  eleven  counties,  new  goals  have  been  built,  or 

in  progress;  in  eight  others  extensive  additions  have  been  made. 

effects  have  already  resulted  from  the  establishment  of  schools  in 

i,  and  these  have  been  rendered  more  useful  by  the  attention  of 

committees.     The  inspectors-general  say,  that  "  nothing  could 

I  awe  gratifying  to  us,  on  our  late  tour,  than  to  witness  the  ladies  of 

rank  and  influence,  entering  into  every  detail  connected  with 

iRgulition  of  the  female  class,  and  affording  a  considerable  part  of 

time  to  personal  superintendence." 

is  evident  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  something  effectual 
[been  attempted  in  Ireland  for  the  improvement  of  Prisons. 

West  Indies,  it  appears  from  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
appointed  by  the  British  Parliament  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
and  criminal  justice,  in  those  Islands,  that  the  Prisons  are  in 
)le  disorder.     The  London  Report  contains  much  valuable  in- 
concerning  the  Prisons  at  Barbadocs,  Tobago,  Grenada,  St. 
Dominico,  Antigua,  Montserat,  Nevis,  St.  Christopher's  and 
The  description  of  the  Prisons  at  Grenada,  must  suffice  as 
'jKimen  of  the  whole,  differing  not  essentially  from  the  rest. 

At  Grenada,  the  places  of  confinement  arc  one  gaol  and  three  cages  in  the 

'^  There  is  also  a  cage  at  Carriacou,  one  of  its  dependencies.    There  is  no 

>«f  correction.     The  persons  confined  in  the  gaol  are  debtors,  criminals,  delin- 

Boder  the  militia  act,  and  slaves  taken  in  execution.    There  is  no  separation 

ei  debtors,  criminals,  and  slaves.    There  is  no  division  of  men  and  women, 

IJJttea  a  separate  apartment.    The  accused  and  the  convicted  are  kept  together, 

IJffcaied  in  like  manner.    One  pound  of  bread  only  per  diem  is  allowed,  indi*- 

^■•tety,  to  all  persons,  whether  criminals  or  debtors.    The  gaol  is  not  visited  by 

[^pirates.    There  are  no  separate  apartments  for  the  sick.    Escapes  arc  tVc- 

♦flected.     Slaves  arc  sent  to  the  cage  for  every  species  of  misdemeanor, 

rconfinement  only,  and  at  other  times  to  receive  corporal  punishment :  there 

*  eatployment  for  them,  neither  is  there  any  yard  in  which  they  can  have  the 

^6  of  air  and  exercise." 

[&l      '*  IPP6*18  tnat  there  is  a  wide  field  for   improvement  in  the 
r«K  Indies. 

h  France,  the  Royal  Society  of  Paris,  for  the  amelioration  of 
i,  hire  been  actively  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  its  objects. 


lathe 


74 

Improvements  have  been   made  in  the  construction  of  sixty    £ 

Prisons.     New  Prisons  arc  to  be  built  in  three  departments.    In  1 

smaller  gaols,  amounting  to  276,  great  attention  has  been  paid  to  tb 

condition.     In  the  central  department,  improvements  have  been  mm 

by  appropriating  Prisons  exclusively  for  females. 

"  The  Society  *  dc  la  Morale  Chretienne,'  at  Paris,  has  continued,  to  difta 
says  the  London  Report,  "  with  unwearied  benevolence,  much  useful  informatfi 
on  the  state  of  the  Prisons  of  that  capital.  Of  the  Prison  of  la  Force,  at  Pirit;  j 
A p pert,  the  editor  of  the  Prison  Journal,  states,  that  it  is  difficult  to  convey  m 
of  the  wretched  spectacle  which  this  place  exhibits.  *  His  heart,'  he  ad<u,  'i 
at  finding  himself  surrounded  by  upwards  of  a  hundred  men,  whose  wan  comp 
ferocious  looks,  and  ragged  garments,  displayed  the  most  horrible  and  dc 
condition  of  the  human  species.  These  objects  of  wretchedness,  however, 
pressed  their  gratitude  at  his  visiting  them ;  and  when  they  understood  his  i 
their  looks  softened  with  the  hopes  of  an  improvement  in  their  welfare.'  M. 
adds,  (hat  if  those  to  whom  the  supreme  management  of  the  Prisons  is  int 
would  but  occasionally  visit  the  in,  without  being  previously  announced,  what  t 
might  they  not  confer  on  the  unhappy  prisoners,  and  on  society  at  large,  into  1 
midst  of  which  they  are  hereafter  to  be  received  !  The  rooms  in  the  new  bai)4 
of  this  Prison  are  not  sufficiently  ventilated  to  render  them  healthy.  One  of  1 
wards  contains  forty  beds,  which  are  occupied  by  eighty  men.  This  place  f 
foul,  that  the  turnkeys  will  not  enter,  and  a  candle  cannot  burn  in  it.  In  this  at 
and  in  this  most  corrupt  atmosphere,  these  unhappy  beings  indulge  in  a 
infamy  too  shocking  for  description." 

From  France,  Italy,  and  Switzerland,  one  of  the  committee  of 
London  Society,  who  returned  from  the  continent,  a  short  time 
brought    much    valuable    information    concerning   Prisons.    In 
Maison  Centrale,  at  Limoges,  600  men,  and  300  women  were 
confined.     There  was  no  moral   and   religious   instruction.    Io 
absence  of  proper  separation  and  inspection,  employment  was  the 
good  feature  in  the  management  of  this  Jail.     The   Prison  at 
containing  1000  men,  was  in  a  similar  situation.     At  Toulon 
were  employed  4600  convicts  (galley  slaves)  in  the  arsenal ;  batfj 
them  for  life.    Criminals  of  all  descriptions  were  mixed  together, 
bastinado  was  the  common  discipline,  and  inflicted  for  small  offer 
No  instruction  was  provided.     The  Prison  of  the  Forecats,  it 
Franca,  (Sardinia)  is  described  as  filthy  and  wretched  in  the  ei 
Three  hundred  and  sixty  men  were  confined  in  one  large  room, 
were  chained  down  by  the  legs  at  night  so  closely,  as  nearly  to 
each  other.     At  Turin  the  state  of  the  men's  Prison  was  deploi 

The  New  Prison  at  Geneva  was  occupied  during  the  year  1828,1 
is  more  approved  for  its  construction  by  the  London  Society,  than 
other  Prison  on  the  continent ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  pr< 
suitable  model,  in  management  as  well  as  construction,  to  other 
of  the  continent. 

In  Switzerland  the  penal  code  needs  reform.      In  proof  of  this1 

London  Society  gives  the  following  instance  of  torture : 

"  There  was,  lately,  in  the  Prison  of  Fribourg,  a  robber,  who,  by  the  authc 
the  legislative  and  executive  authorities,  underwent  three  several  times  the  l 
ment  of  torture.  The  instrument,  quite  new  in  appearance,  consisted  of  a  wil 
which  turned  a  rope  that  passed  through  a  staple  in  the  ceiling,  and  termini 
two  nooses :  from  these,  the  criminal  was  hung  by  the  wrists  three  several  days* 
five  minutes  each  time.  On  the  first  occasion  he  was  simply  suspended ;  «■« 
second  a  weight  of  twenty-five  pounds,  and  on  the  third  one  of  fifty  pounds*  ^ 
attached  to  his  feet ;  after  which,  as  he  would  not  confess  the  crime  with  whiJ 
was  charged,  he  was  condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment  in  a  dark  dungeon, 
committee  learn  that  the  unfortunate  person  afterwards  "  confessed,"  in  th«  * 
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d  of  his  punishment — that  is,  of  being  executed — but  that  the  sentence 
r  be  reversed ;  and  he  is  consequently  doomed  to  perpetual  imprisonment, 
ted  to  privations  well  calculated  to  produce  despair.  The  practice  of  tor- 
ten  so  lon£  considered  as  one  of  the  most  striking  marks  of  moral  and  po- 
adation — is  in  itself  so  inhuman — in  its  consequences  so  impolitic — and 
)  long  abolished  by  every  civilized  state — that  the  committee  cannot  bring 
i  to  believe  that  the  free  and  enlightened  Swiss  can  of  late  years  have 
their  serious  attention.  They  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  existence  of 
i  in  Switzerland,  is  one  of  the  most  striking  proofs  that  was  ever  exhibited 
otic  power  of  habit ;  of  the  blind  adherence  of  man  to  the  practice  of  his 
ind  of  his  clinging  to  their  example  long  after  the  injustice  and  impolicy 
ichment  have  been  clearly  unfolded  and  universally  acknowledged.  To 
anses,  however,  the  application  of  torture  in  Switzerland  is  to  be  attrtbu- 
ipossible  that  it  can  be  retained,  or  fail  eventually  to  degrade  the  charac- 
interesting  country.  A  manly  and  open  system  of  criminal  jurisprudence 
upon  truth  and  equity,  and  requires  nothing  to  be  hidden,  nor  any  attempt 
But  torture  is  applied  under  a  veil  of  secrecy,  and  its  employment  \» 
connected  with  evils  which,  sooner  or  later,  will  manifest  themselves  in 
reaning  of  the  affections  of  the  people  from  the  government,  in  a  growing 
on  with  all  public  measures,  and  in  otherwise  impairing  the  welfare  and 
i  the  community.  The  committee  are  not  without  hope  that  these  ob- 
may  obtain  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Swiss  government,  and  that 
lay  soon  be  taken  to  repeal  laws  which  not  only  reflect  disgrace  upon  its 
,  but  can  never  be  contemplated  without  exciting  the  indignation  or  every 
itice  and  humanity.*" 

ether  lands'  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  Prisons  has  held 
ral  meetings.  Corresponding  committees  have  been  formed 
3  principal  towns.     The  diet,  exercise,  and  instruction  of 

have  received  increased  attention.  Several  schools  have 
Wished  by  the  government  in  Prisons,  and  a  separate  Prison 
ile  delinquents  has  been  established  at  Rotterdam,  where 
this  description,  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  receive  proper 
.  Associations  have  been  formed  at  Leeds  and  Dusseldorf, 
e  the  improvement  of  Prisons. 

many  a  disposition  prevails  in  the  government  to  assist  the 
:>f  individuals  in  this  cause.  Dr.  Julius  of  Hamburg,  ha* 
ifatigable  in  giving  publicity  to  valuable  information  on  the 
r  prison  discipline. 

Prussian  dominions  a  Society  has  been  formed  for  the  refor- 
'  criminals.  It  is  composed  of  several  noblemen  and  distin- 
;haracters.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at 
out  two  years  since.  Dr.  Julius  was  invited  from  Hamburg 
the  meeting,  and  afterwards  to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures 

discipline. 

D.  Friedlander  of  Komigsburg,  after  visiting  England,  re- 

)me  and  delivered  a  dissertation  on  prison  discipline  before 

rtine  Academy  of  Sciences,  which  was  afterwards  published. 

nee  succeeded  in  establishing  a  House  of  Refuge  for  juve- 

quents. 

»  of  the  infliction  of  torture  in  Westphalia  baa  recently  been  made  known  to  the  Com- 
i  occurred  at  Minden.  The  object  of  vengeance  was  not  a  capital  offender,  but  a  person 
Mcwotioai  motives,  peculiar  to  the  religious  body  of  which  he  was  a  member,  had  reftt- 
i  the  militia.  He  was  placod  in  a  cell,  the  floor  and  sides  of  which  were  closely,  studded 
if  spikes,  or  pieces  of  sharpened  iron  resembling  the  blades  of  knives.  The  individual 
kit  state  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  punishment  was  repeated  at  three  distinct  inter- 
osidered  a  rare  occurrence  for  a  person  to  survive  the  second  infliction  of  this  species 
» this  instance,  however,  the  sufferer  did  not  fall  a  sacrifice.  His  property  was  confisca- 
tes* since  restored,  in  consequence  of  representations  which  have  been  made  ftom  tbia 
authorities. 
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At  Petersburg  there  is  a  Prison  Society,  on  which  the  Emperc 
Russia  has  conferred  his  approbation  and  patronage.  Mr.  Venp 
accompanied  him  in  a  recent  visit  to  the  Prison  de  Litofisky,  w 
the  Emperor  discharged  certain  aged  debtors  and  juvenile  delinqa 
who  were  pointed  out  to  him. 

Thus  we  have  seen,  in  a  brief  abstract,  from  much  more  extec 
information,  contained  in  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Soci 
what  is  done  in  foreign  countries  in  this  department  of  beneva 
exertion. 

What  valuable  documents  on  prison  discipline  have  b 
published  in  america,  during  the  last  year? 

Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachus) 
on  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown,  with  a  bill :  printed  by  ordc 
the  Legislature ;  pages  35. 

Report  of  the  Directors  and  Warden  of  the  Connecticut  S 
Prison,  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  at  the  May  Session,  1828 :  pi 
ed  by  order  of  the  Legislature  ;  pages  20. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison  to 
Legislature  of  New  York,  Jan.  5,  1828  :  printed  by  order  of  the 
gislature ;  pages  51. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  relative  to  the  erection  of  the 
State  Prison  at  Mount  Pleasant,  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  1 
York,  Jan.  5,  1828 ;  pages  10. 

Report  of  Gershom  Powers,  agent  and  keeper  of  the  State  Pr 
at  Auburn,  made  to  the  Legislature,  Jan.  7,  1828 :  published  by  o>: 
of  the  Legislature  ;  pages  120. 

Observations  on  penitentiary  discipline  addressed  to  William  I 
coe,  Esq.  of  Liverpool,  England,  by  S.  A. :  published  in  New  Yc 
pages  87. 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  R€ 
mation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York  :  publisher 
order  of  the  Society  ;  pages  64. 

Introductory  Report  to  the  code  of  prison  discipline  explanator 
the  principles  on  which  the  code  is  founded ;  being  part  of  the  syu 
of  penal  law  prepared  for  the  State  of  Louisiana  by  Edward  Livij 
ton  :  published  in  Philadelphia ;  pages  78. 

Observations  and  Reflections  on  the  design  and  effects  of  puU 
merit,  by  John  Sergeant,  Esq.  and  Col.  Samuel  Miller,  of  t 
Marines,  in  letters  addressed  to  Roberts  Vaux  :  read  at  a  meetid 
the  Prison  Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  wri 
published  by  its  order  ;  pages  10. 

Letter,  Report,  and  Documents  on  the  penal  code,  from  the  Pi 
dent  and  Commissioners  appointed  to  superintend  the  erection  of 
Eastern  Penitentiary,  adapted  and  modelled  to  the  system  of  soli 
confinement:  read  in  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  Jan.  8,  18 
pages  51. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
the  penal  code,  with  the  accompanying  documents :  read  in  Sen 
Jan.  4,  1828 ;  pages  192. 
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What  funds  have  been  collected,  and  how  have  they  been 
imofmated  by  the  prison  discipline  society  ? 

The  whole  amount  of  receipts  acknowledged  in  the  Treasurer's 
leport,  is  02,444  08.  Of  this  sum,  $603  were  from  annual  sub- 
Bribers  ;  $700  from  life  members ;  $1,09*2  from  donors.  The  sources, 
ffcoee  this  money  was  principally  received,  were  as  follows :  from 
Iptfon  and  the  vicinity,  $1,313;  from  New  York  City  and  State, 
1892;  from  New  Jersey,  $155. 

The  manner  in  which  the  monies  thus  collected  have  been  princi- 
ple distributed,  is  as  follows  :  to  the  Treasurer,  for  the  balance  of  his 
["mount  last  year,  $201 ;  to  the  Secretary,  $854 ;  to  the  chaplain  at 
Aiborn,  $527 ;  to  the  chaplain  at  Sing  Sing,  $170  ;  for  religious  ser- 
ines it  Lamberton,  N.  J.  $125;  paper  and  printing,  $482.  For  a 
particular  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  see  the  Trea- 
ts account. 

Fjom  a  review  of  this  Report,  it  is  obvious,  what  has  been  done  to 
invent  evil  communication ;  and  what  has  been  done  to  provide  for 
iad  communicate  proper  instruction  ;  what  has  been  done  to  diminish 
fc  public  expenses  of  Prisons ;  and  what  other  good  effects  have  re- 
nted from  the  system  of  prison  discipline  recommended  and  partially 
Introduced;  what   important  Prisons   in  this  country  remain  unim- 
[jnwed ;  what  is  the  history  of  the  troubles  in  the  Prison  at  Charles- 
ton during  the  last  winter,  and  what  are  the  future  prospects  of  the 
M*  Prison  in  Philadelphia ;  what  misapprehensions  exist  in  Europe 
JNcerning  prison  discipline  in  America ;  what  are  the  great  points  of 
ifcence,  and  coincidence  in  Europe  and  America  in  regard  to  prison 
■upline,  and  what  is  done  in  foreign  countries  in  this  department  of 
■nerolent  exertion  ;  what  valuable  documents  have  been  published  in 
Aacrica  during  the  last  year ;  and  what  funds  have  been  collected, 
■d  how  they  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 
• 
Whether  the  good  effected  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  is  equiv- 
fat  to  the  expenditure  of  time  and  money  required  for  its  support, 
•d  whether  the  operations   of  the  Society  shall  be  sustained   and 
Vbged,  are  the  questions,  now  submitted  to  the  public. 

In  answering  these  questions,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  pre  veni- 
al of  so  much  evil  communication,  is  an  object,  alone,  of  great  magni- 
*fc  »nd  importance.  If  the  number  of  convicts  be  10,000,  who  are 
{jtfently  in  Prison,  in  the  United  States,  (and  this  is  not  an  improba- 
jfc  wpposition,)  the  system  of  measures  which  aims  to  prevent  among 
hhi  quarrelling,  profane  swearing,  gambling,  Sabbath  breaking,  un- 
**nliness,  revelling,  drunkenness,  and  instruction  in  all  the  arts  of 
■  ■  {'Bfcrfeiters,  pickpockets,  thieves,  highway  robbers,  and  incendiaries, 
JJiIone  is  an  object  on  which  good  men,  and  holy  angels,  and  a 
ty  God,  most  look  with  approbation,  and  esteem  the  little  sacrifices 
■fen  have  been  made,  of  time  and  money  for  its  accomplishment,  as 
**  than  nothing. 

Again,  the  bringing  of  this  most  corrupt  mass  of  society,  not  only 
*te  restraint,  so  as  to  prevent  evil  communication,  but  into  circura- 
fcnees  in  which  good  instruction  may  be  communicated,  with  rational 
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expectations  of  permanent  benefit,  is  an  object  of  still  greater  imp 
ance.  Teaching  vagrants  a  useful  trade,  by  which  they  may  obtaii 
honest  livelihood  ;  teaching  the  most  ignorant  and  the  most  degra 
of  the  human  family,  in  a  short  time,  to  read  the  word  of  God  ;  teacl 
the  inmates  of  Prisons,  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  in  the  still  and  soli 
and  interested  assembly,  the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  by  preachin 
them  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,  and  thus  fulfilling  the 
command  of  the  Saviour,  "  Go  preach  my  Gospel  to  every  creata 
this  is  an  object  which  the  church  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
cherish. 

If  this,  too,  can  be  done  without  unreasonable  expense  ;  if  then 
a  system  by  which  that  part  of  the  human  family,  which  is  founc 
Prisons,  can  be  made  to  furnish  itself,  not  only  with  food  and  clothi 
and  care  and  keeping,  but  with  instruction,  and  this  has  been  aire 
done,  then  the  experiments,  which  are  made  on  man  in  well  reguJa 
Prisons,  may  be  useful  not  only  in  showing  what  other  Prisons  sho 
be,  but  what  wholesome  regulations,  and  useful  principles,  may 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  poor  and  ignorant  and  vicious  at  large.  J 
in  this  view  of  the  subject,  avarice  and  malignity  themselves  might 
expected  to  behave  better  than  usual,  when  looking  at  the  operations 
a  Society,  which  keeps  steadily  in  view,  as  one  object,  to  show 
actual  experiment  how  Prisons  can  be  made  to  support  themselv 

Besides,  when  it  is  seen  what  other  good  effects  have  resulted  fr 
the  system  of  prison  discipline  recommended  and  partially  introdi 
ed.  When  this  is  seen  by  contrasting  Newgate  with  the  new  Prif 
at  Wethersfield ;  the  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  with  the  < 
Prison  in  New  York  City ;  and  the  condition  of  youth  and  children 
the  old  Penitentiaries,  with  their  condition  in  the  Houses  of  Refuge 
New  York  and  Boston, — we  might  perhaps  be  indulged  by  infidel 
itself  with  the  privilege  of  feeling  grateful  to  an  indulgent  and  mef 
ful  God.  That  there  is  something  in  our  hearts,  which  we  have  tak 
for  such  feeling,  is  certain  ;  whether  it  is  sincere  and  well  found* 
our  enemies  being  judges,  we  cannot  tell.  But  whether  we  are  gra 
ful  or  not,  for  what  Providence  has  already  accomplished,  in  this  < 
partment  of  human  affairs,  (and  surely  we  are  without  excuse  if ' 
are  not  grateful,)  we  only  ask  for  a  continuance  and  increase  of  t 
same  merciful  interpositions  and  cheering  approbation  of  an  indulge 
Providence. 

With  this  we  could  plunge  into  the  deepest  moral  degradati 
which  is  found  in  Prisons ;  we  could  spend  years  in  the  Prisons 
Charlestown  and  on  Walnut  street  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  more  ft 
and  loathsome  Jails  of  Washington  city  and  New  Orleans,  with  t 
hope  of  witnessing  a  change,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  like  that  fn 
Newgate,  to  the  new  Prison  at  Wethersfield.  Nay  more,  we  could 
present  for  months,  at  an  investigation  like  that  which  took  pit 
before  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  during  the  last  winter,  a 
cerning  the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  and  feel  at  the  close,  (if  such  e\ 
were  disclosed,)  that  no  labor  i •  in  vain  which  has  a  tendency  to  ti 
the  public  attention  to  the  importance  of  thorough  investigation  c< 
cerning  the  condition '  and  management  of  Prisons.  To  search  < 
the  evils  of  old  systems,  as  in  this  case  ;  to  present  them  to  the  put 
mind  ;  to  attempt  to  remove  them  and  prevent  their  recurrence  ;  is 
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Aject  worthy  of  unceasing  vigilance  and  labor.  Carefully  to  examine 
Kf  systems,  by  comparing  them  with  the  results  of  experience,  for 
he  purpose  of  preventing  their  introduction  if  they  are  wrong,  as  in  the 
sw  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  which  as  it  appears  to  us,  was  in  its  ori- 

td  design  the  system  of  the  Bastile,  as  it  has  been  declared  to  be  by 
Fayette,  this,  also,  is  an  object  worth  living  for.  To  prevent 
■apprehension  among  those  who  are  laboring  in  this  cause  of  humani- 
fiftd  benevolence,  and  when  such  misapprehension  relates  merely  to 
■tiers  of  fact,  concerning  which  there  would  be  no  room  for  contro- 
Wf  if  the  facts  were  known,  this  too  is  an  object  of  importance ;  be- 
at* such  misapprehension  may  greatly  retard  the  work  of  reform  in 

■  world  at  large.  To  compare  the  systems  of  different  countries,  and 
ttrttin  in  what  particulars  the  Prisons  of  one  country  are  superior  to 
or  of  another,  and  thus  to  furnish  examples  for  imitation  ;  to  ascer- 

■  wherein  there  is  a  perfect  coincidence  of  opinion,  and  thus  to 
mgthen  the  purposes  of  reform ;  this  also  is  highly  useful.  To  see 
Hi  a  noble  example  is  given  in  England,  in  regard  to  this  as  well  as 
the  other  great  objects  of  benevolence,  and  how  this  example  is  ex- 
iding  its  influence  over  the  earth,  and  to  feel  that  we  have  many 
ends,  not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
wing  without  weariness,  in  extending  the  principles  of  truth,  and 
tice,  and  mercy,  to  the  inmates  of  Piisons,  this  is  our  high  privilege. 
•  see  how  many  good  minds,  and  State  Governments,  and  benevolent 
ociations,  are  already  engaged  in  promoting  this  cause,  by  collecting 
iwmation  and  publishing  valuable  documents,  which  shall  be  the 
is  of  practical  conclusions,  to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  future  na- 
il and  ages,  this,  too,  is  our  privilege  and  encouragement.  And  to 
!  that  this  operation  is  carried  forward  by  a  trifling  expenditure,  not 
■I,  so  far  as  this  Society  is  concerned,  to  the  expenses  of  many 
fie  families,  this  is  our  gratification,  and  this,  with  our  confidence 
God,  is  the  foundation  of  our  hope,  that  it  will  be  sustained  and 
stly  extended.  "  Blessed"  said  Lord  Coke,  " is  the  man  that 
ttk  the  first  stone  of  this  building — more  blessed  that  proceeds  in 
-most  of  all  that  finishcth  it — to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  honor  of 

motion"     '*  Blessed,"  said  a  greater  than  Lord  Coke,  "  is  he 

IT  CONSIDER ETH    THE   POOR." 
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OFFICERS. 


Hon.  GEORGE  BLISS,  President. 


Y1CE-PRESIDENTS. 


Vf  BARTLETT, 

Rev.   EDWARD  D.  GRIFFIN, 

Vf  REED, 

Rev.   HEMAN  HUMPHREY, 

ID  WOODS, 

Rev.   WARREN  FAY, 

U  JENKS. 

Rev.   SAMUEL  GREEN, 

HEADING, 

Rev.   FRANCIS  WAYLAND, 

ER  PORTER, 

Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS, 

SNER, 

Rev.  ALONZO  POTTER, 

fARTS, 

How.  PETER  0.  THACHER, 

ER, 

Hon.  FRANCIS  C.  GRAY, 

i. 

EDWARD  TUCKERMAN. 

GALLEY, 

MANAGERS. 

ORRS, 

Rev.   ASA  RAND, 

ANDERSON, 

Rev.  EDWARD  BEECHER, 

?ES,  Esq. 

Rev.   L.  F.  DIMMICK, 

,  Ebq. 

Rev.  BROWN  EMERSON, 

S,  Esq. 

DANIEL  SAFFORD, 

ES, 

ELIPHALET  KIMBALL. 

CHARLES  CLEVELAND,  Treasurer. 
Rev.  LOUIS  DWIGHT,  Secretary. 


ichard. 


LIFE  DIRECTORS. 

glOOtTuckerman,  Edward 
lOOlWillis,  Nathaniel 


#100 
100 


Mass. 


me 
R. 
t. 
I. 


T. 


T. 


$30 
30 

30 
30 
30 
30 
50 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
SO 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 

Lawrence,  Amos  #30 

McLean,  Ann  30 

Munson,  Israel  30 

Parkman,  Francis  80 

Randall,  John  SO 

Ropes,  William  80 

Shattuck,  George  C.  80 

Shaw,  Robert  G.  30 

Tappan,  John  30 

Yose,  Thomas  30 

Warren,  John  C.  80 
Wigglesworth,  Thomas    80 

Winthrop,  Thomas  L.  30 

Worthington,  William  30 

Dorchester. 

Codman,  John  80 

JVewburyport. 

Bartlett,  William,  80 

•Brown,  Moses  80 


Wright,  Henry 

Pittsfield. 
Newton,  Edward  A. 

Williamstown. 
Griffin,  Edward  D. 

Thomastoum,  Me. 
Daniel  Rose, 

JVew  York  City. 
Chambers,  William 
How,  Fisher 
Tappan,  Arthur 
Yarick,  Richard 
Woolsey,  William  W. 

Peterboro9,  JY.  F. 
Smith,  Gerritt 

Utica. 
Stocking,  Samuel 
Yarick,  Abm. 


#«0 
80 


60 

80 

80 
80 
80 
80 
80 

80 


80 
80 


82 


BUBSOmXFTZOirS    AKB    IHWATZOM*, 

From  June  1,  1827,  to  June  1,  1828. 

L.IFE     DIRECTORS.  Eastman,  Oman 
Albany  JV.  Y  Edwarde,  Henry 

Van  Rensselaer, Stephen       $100  f^WlA*?'!*?" 
Rochester.  Euitu,  W  illiam  T. 

Evarts,  Jeremiaii 


Bissell,  Josiah  Jr. 


$133  33 


LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Andover,  Mast. 
Cornelius,  Elias  (in  part  of  30)  $10 

Bottom. 
Bowdoin,  James 
B  looks.  Peter  C. 
J  one*,  John  Coffin 
Ward,  Artemas 

MorbUkead. 
Reed,  William 

Newbury. 
Wright,  Henry  C. 

Albany,  Jf.  Y. 
Delavan,  Edward  C. 
Hopkins,  Samuel  M. 
Auburn. 
Cnrtif ,  Jared  by  friends  in  A.   30 
Lansing,  D.C.  by  friends  in  A.  30 

Bedford. 
Jay,  John 

Geneva. 
Dwight,  Henry 

JVsw  York  Citjf. 
Brewster,  Joseph 
Hedges,  Timothy 
If  ilnor,  James 
Tappan,  Arthur 
Vanck,  Richard 

8ckentetadu. 
Smith,  Peter 


30 
30 
30 
30 

30 

30 

30 
30 


50 

30 

30 
30 
30 
30 
30 


50 


AN.  SUBSCRIBERS. 

Boston,  Mass. 
Adams,  Ashur 
Adams,  Chester 
Adams,  William 
Adams,  I. 
Adams,  Zabdiel  B. 
Anderson,  Rufu* 
Andrews,  Ebeneser  T. 
Atwood,  Charles 
Badlam,  Stephen 
Bailey  Ebeneser 
Bancroft,  Jacob 
Bartlett,  Levi 
Beecber,  Edward 
Beecher,  Lyman 
Benson,  John 
Bird,  Robert  L. 
Blanchard,  Hezekiah 
Blancbard,  Joshua  P. 
Blasland,  William 
Bradshaw,  Andrew 
Brewster.  Osmyn 
Brown,  Charles 
Bumstead,  Josiah 
Bumstead,  Josiah  F. 
Butler.  James 
Channing,  Walter 
Clap,  James 
Clark,  G. 
Clark.  Joseph 
Cleveland,  Charles 
Child,  David  L. 
Cragin^  Lorsnso  & 
Cummingt,  Daniel 
Curtis,  (;har let  P. 
Dana,  Ephraim 
Daniel  I,  Otis 
Davis,  8. 0. 
Davis,  Tbomai  A. 
rtnU  r>aniel 


•9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 
o 

2 

5 

10 


Evekrth,  Joseph 
Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Fessenden,  Stephen 
Flatg,  Josiah  F. 
Forbes,  G.V.H. 
Fox,  Horace 
Fletcher,  Richard 
Francis.David 
Fuller,  Timothy 
Fuller,  John  & 
Fullerton,  James 
Gilbert,  Samuel 
Grigs;,  Daniel 
Grant,  Moses 
Green,  David 
Green,  Samuel 
Grosvenor,  Lemuel  P. 
Guild,  Benjamin 
Gulliver,  John 
Had  ley,  Charles  J. 
Hay  ward,  George 
Hale,  Enoch 
Hall,  T.  L 

Haskell,  Amos  H.  9  years, 
Haskell,  Edward 
Haskell,  Jacob  Jun. 
Head,  George  E. 
HobartjAlbert 
Hollis,  Thomas 
How,  James 
How,  HaU  J. 
Howard  Benjamin 
Hubbard,  William  J. 
Jackson,  Ward 
Jeffries,  John 
Johoson,  Samuel 
Kimball,  Elipbalet 
Know  let,  James  D. 
Lincoln,  Ensign 
Lincoln,  Heman 
Lord,  Tobias 
Loring,  Barnabas  T. 
Loring,  Charles  G. 
Loring,  Henry 
Loring,  Josiah 
Lovejoy,  William  R. 
Low,  Isaiah 

Maynard,  Elias  • 

McMaster,  Alvin 
Means,  Isaac 
Means,  James 
Melledge,  James 
Minot,  William 


Munroe,  Edmund 
Newell,  Montgomery 
Nichols,  Thaddeus  Jan. 
Noyes,  Daniel 
Odiorne,  George 
10'Odiorne,  James  C. 

9  Palmer,  Simeoa 

9  Palfrey,  John  G. 

9  Park,  Amasa  C. 

9,  Parker,  Matthew  8. 

9i  Phillips,  Thomas  W. 


Pray,  Lewis  G. 
Rand,  Asa 
Read,  James 
Reed,  Hodges 
Reynolds,  Edward 
Reynolds,  William  B. 
Richardson,  James  B. 
9^  Richardson,  Jeffrey 
Richardson,  Joseph 
Rogers,  Edmund  H.  8  years 
Rogers,  George- 


3 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
5 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
5 
9 
3 
9 
9 
5 
9 
2 
9 
9 
9 
4 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
5 
9 
9 
9 
9 
5 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
5 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
5 
9 
9 
10 
5 
9 
3 
2 
3 
9 
9 
9 
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$9  Rones,  Hardy 
9  Safford  .Daniel  9 years 

Sawio,  Esekiel 

Scudder,  Charles 

Sewall,  Stephen 

Shaw,  Latimer  R. 

Shimmin,  William 

Shurtleff,  &  A. 

Slack,  Ruggles 

Stoddard,  Charles 

Stone,  William  W. 

Street  George 

Sumner,  Bradford 

Sullivan,  John 

Swett,  Samuel 

Tappan,  Charles 

Tappan,  John 

Tappan,  Lewis 

Tbacber,  Peter  O. 

Ticknor,  Benjamin 

Train,  Samuel 

Tufts,  James 

Twombly.  Alexander  H. 

Vioal,  Otis 

Vote,  Reuben 

Walker,  Amaxa 

Ware,  Henry  9  years 

Ware,  John 

Waterman,  Charles 

Wateiston,  Robert 

Walker,  Esra 

Weare,  Mark 

Whitmarsh,  Thomas 

Wiggleaworth,  Edward 

Winey,  Charles 

Wi  ley,  Newton 

Wi  Hams,  Willard 

Willis,  Horatio  M. 

Wisner,  Benjamin  B. 

Winthrop,  J.  Temple 
Cambridrt. 

Worcester,  Joseph  E. 
Ckarlestavn. 

Fay,  Warren 

JWwevry. 

Adams,  CoL 

August*,  Mo. 

Tappan,  Benjamin 
Portland. 

Cross,  Nathaniel 

Howe,  John 

Hyde,  William 

Mitchell,  William 

Owen,  Joseph 

Asm?  York  Citm. 

Cock,  Thomas 

Linen,  Elias 

Pintard,  John 

Post,  Joel  (an.  for  3  yrs.) 
Newark,  M  J. 

Agens,  James 

Allen,  Jacob 

BaldwUT,  Robert 

Baldwin,  Isaac,  paid  4 

Baldwin,  Samuel 

Beach,  Aaron, 

Bruen,  David  B. 

Boutoo,  John  M. 

Bruen,  James 
9  Burnet,  Smith 
9  Burnet,  Aaron  L. 
9  C.  W.  & 
9  Camp,  J.  W. 
5  Campfteld.  Robert  ft. 
5  Carter,  Caleb 
2  Condit,JoboS. 
9  Gondii,  Silas 
9  Conger,  Ellison 
4  0orey,A.W. 
>  Doognerta,  Atowdjw  A. 


_  iiUUn.J.E 

(1  McAulej,  Tbimmi  I 
0  Navla.,  Kuttu  L. 


5  K'Krcl»ri(hi,Ja)i 
3  Woolrjl't  L. 
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SUBJECTS  OF  INQUIRY  CONCERNING  PRISONS, 


1.  Situation.  Is  it  near  4  town,  rtyei#  or  other  buildings?  What  is  the  beitjl 
length,  &c.  of  the  waH?  What  tt  the  expense/  design,  number,  of  the  pits 
buildings ;  and  when  were  they  erected  ? 

2.  Interior  of  the  Yard.  Is  it  dry,  paved,  watered  and  drained  ?  are  the  wi 
whitewashed  ?  privies  and  drains  cleansed  ? 

3.  Day  Rooms.  What  Is  the  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lighting,  warmii 
cleansing,  furnishing,  fastening  ? 

4.  Night  Cells.  What  is  the  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lighting,  warmii 
cleansing,  furnishing,  fastening  ? 

5.  Hospital.  What  is  the  salary  and  duty  of  the  physician,  and  how  is ! 
supplied  with  medicine  ?  What  is  the  character  and  compensation  of  the  nun 
What.  Utlie  niunjwr  of  dea|}u£  and\  of  what  disease*  ? 

U.  OjflcersJ  Inspectors*'  feefr  dumber,  duty,  mode  of  appointment,  and  cm 
pensation?  Keeper — his  name,  residence,  former  occupation,  character,  duo* 
compensation,  tune  of  holding  his  office  ?    Turnkeys — their  number,  duty,  saltf 

7.  Prisoners.  Their  number,  age,  colour,  sex,  nativity,  crime,  sentence,  I 
quency  of  conviction  ? 

8.  Admission  of  Prisoners* .  As,tp.  cleanliness,  clothing,  fees  and  garnish ? 

9.  Admission  of  Prisoner*  s  Friends.  Who  are  admitted,  at  what  hours,  a 
under  what  circumstances  ? 

10.  Admission  of  Visiters.  On  what  condition,  and  by  whom  attended  ? 

11.  Moral  Treatment.  Classification,  instruction,  and  employment  ? 

12.  Punishments.    By  solitary  confinement,  chains,  stripes,  or  all  of  them .' 

18.  Religious  Instruction.  Of  the  chapel — its  size  and  regulations  ?  Of  1 
chaplain — his  character,  residence,  duties  and  compensation  ?  Of  the  bible — numb 
mode  of  distribution ;  effects,  whether  good  or  bad ;  perused  or  neglected ;  p 
served  or  destroyed  ? 

14.  Exercise.  When,  where,  and  under  what  circumstances  ? 

15.  Food.  Its  quantity,  quality,  mode  and  time  of  distribution  ? 

16.  Clothing.  How  much,  by  whom  supplied,  how  often  changed  and  cleans* 

17.  Cleanliness.  Is  it  daily  ?  are  soap  and  towels  furnished  ?  Can  the  prison* 
be  washed  ?  How  often  do  they  shave  and  cut  their  hair  ?  Is  there  a  bath,  and  h 
often  is  it  used  ? 

18.  Discharge  of  the  Prisoners.  At  what  time  in  the  day  ?  With  what  BM 
of  providing  for  themselves  ?     With  clothing  or  money  ? 

19.  Vices  of  Prisoners.  What  are  they  ?  Any  drunkenness,  gambling,  prof 
•wearing,  fighting,  combinations  against  society,  insurrections,  false  keys,  weafi 
of  death  ?  Any  rum,  cards,  instruments  of  mischief,  newspapers,  plates  to  on 
counterfeit  bills,  or  dies  and  presses  to. alter  them  ?  Any  counterfeit  coin  and  modi 
Any  good  or  bad  money  ?  Any  cases  of  punishment  for  unnatural  crime  ?  H 
are  these  things  don*  without  discovery?  How  are  probated  articles  obtaim 
Where  are  they  concealed  ?    What  is  the  effect  of  the  system  on  the  character  ? 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Prison  Discipline  Society  held  their  public  annual  meeting  on  Thurs- 
day, May  28,  at  the  Baptist  Church  in  Federal  Street,  Boston. 

The  Hon.  GEORGE  BLISS, 

President  of  the  Society,  took  the  chair,  supported  by  John  Tappaij,  Esq. 
one  of  the  Vice  Presidents.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Green,  of  Boston,  prayed. 
Extracts  from  the  Report  were  read  by  the  Secretary,  the  Rev.  Louis 
Dwight.  Addresses  were  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  of  Randolph, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Malcom,  of  Boston,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Haverhill,  the 
Hon.  W.  B.  Banister,  of  Newbury  port,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Curtis,  Chap- 
lain of  the  state  prison  at  Charlestown.  The  following  Resolutions  were 
offered  and  seconded : — 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Calvin  Hitchcock,  seconded  by  Rev.  Justin  Ed* 

WARDS.  D.  D. 

Resolved^  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read  be  accepted,  and 
referred  to  the  Managers  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  seconded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Phelps, 
Resolved,  That  the  co-operation  of  Ladies  in  tliis  cause,  as  Ladies'  visiting 
committees  and  matrons  in  prisons,  where  females  are  confined,  is  indispen- 
sable in  the  proper  management  of  such  Institutions,  and  that  the  thanks 
of  this  Society  be  thus  publicly  expressed  to  those  committees  and  matrons 
who  have  already  entered  this  field  of  usefulness,  and  that  others  are  earn- 
estly entreated  "  to  search  out  the  cause  which  they  do  not  understand?  in 
every  prison  where  females  are  confined. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  seconded  by  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Banister, 
Resolved,  That  this  Society  be  commended  most  affectionately  and  earn-1 
estly  to  the  Prayers  of  the  Church  ;  that  Ministers  on  the  Sabbath  may 
not  overlook  it,  and  that  Christians  generally  in  their  families  and  then* 
closets  would  remember  it ;  and  in  order  to  secure  a  result  so  important; 
that  Ministers  would  confer  a  great  obligation  upon  thousands  who  am 
perishing  in  prison,  by  preaching  on  the  subject,  M  /  was  sick  and  in  prison^ 
and  ye  visited  me." 

On  motion  of  John  Tappan,  Esq.  seconded  by  Rev.  Sylvester  Holmrs, 
Resolved,  That  the  funds  of  this  Society  ought  to  be  increased;  so  that  it 
may  be  enabled  to  spud  a  larger  number  of  men  to  preach  the  gospel  in 
prisons;  that  this  may  be  done  by  an  effort  on  the  part  of  females  to  make 
their  Pastors  life  members  of  the  Society ;  by  Ministers  and  others  intjer 
coming  members  and  paying  two  dollars  annually,  or  by  making  a  small 
contribution.  The  Society  is  $900  in  debt,  and  at  the  same  time  is  endeav- 
oring to  extend  systematic  instruction  to  the  prisons  in  the  United  State*, 
in  which  are  annually  confined  about  200,000  souls,  who  are  to  a  melan- 
choly extent  destitute  of  the  ordinury  means  of  grace. 

The  meeting  for  business  was  held  May  29,  at  the  Vestry  in  Hanover 
Church,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  Hon.  George  Bliss,  of  Springfield,  pre- 
sided. After  opening  the  meeting  with  prayer,  the  Treasurer's  Report,  to^ 
gether  with  the  certificate  of  its  correctness  by  the  Auditors,  was  read  and 
accepted.    The  Officers  were  then  elected,  and  the  Society  adjourned. 


ANNUAL    REPORT. 


Tire  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  presenting 
their  Fourth  Annual  Report,  acknowledge  the  providential  interposi- 
tions of  God,  in  favor  of  the  object.  How  much  we  mean  by  this 
declaration,  is  only  known  by  the  experience  of  four  years ;  and  time 
would  fail  us  to  illustrate  our  meaning  in  detail.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  in  the  disclosures,  designs  and  journeys,  in  prosecuting  the 
object,  there  has  appeared  to  us  to  l>c  continually  the  leadings  of 
Providence.  In  regard  to  the  journeys,  amounting  together  probably 
to  not  less  than  fifteen  thousand  miles,  there  has  been  no  injury,  acci- 
dent, serious  delay,  or  sickness.  Frequently  therefore  has  the  truth 
been  brought  to  our  minds,  "  the  hairs  of  your  head  are  all  num- 
hertdJ*  Another  truth  has,  also,  been  beautifully  illustrated  in  the 
experience  of  this  Society.  "  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord:  trust, 
aLo,  in  him,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass"  There  has  not  only  been 
the  preservation  and  defence,  but  also  the  guidance  and  blessing  of 
God.  The  journeys  have  been  performed  in  the  best  time.  A  few 
•ay*  earlier  or  a  few  days  later,  and  this  not  owing  to  human  fore- 
■fht,  would  have  foiled  to  accomplish  the  object.  One  of  the  Mana- 
gers, who  n  believed  to  have  attended  every  meeting  jf  the  Board  for 
fror  years,  justly  remarked,  "  the  stones  are  all  turned  to  our  hands." 
With  such  evidence  of  the  favor  and  co-operation  of  God,  we  ask  no 
more ;  but  in  deep  humility,  in  the  language  of  Campagne  of  Phefficon, 
"■hiking  ourselves  into  the  pitying  love  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  we 
commend  ourselves  in  faithful  prayer  to  the  children  of  good  will." 

We  cannot  close  these  remarks,  by  way  of  introduction  to  our 
Report,  without  noticing,  as  we  have  always  done  on  similar  occasions, 
the  death  of  our  friends  and  benefactors.  Eli  as  Maynard  of  Boston, 
John  Hooker  of  Springfield,  Edward  Holyoke  of  Salem,  Massachu- 
aetts,  and  John  Jay  of  Bedford,  New  York,  who  were  members  of 
this  Society,  have  died  during  the  last  year.  Dr.  Holyoke,  at  the  age 
of  100  years  and  4  months,  and  a  few  weeks  only  before  his  death, 
wrote  his  name  with  his  own  band,  as  a  member  of  this  Society ;  and 
John  Jay,  a  kindred  spirit  to  Phillips  and  Boudinot,  Huntington  and 
QarfcaoD)  kindly  received  and  liberally  answered  an  application  by 
in  behalf  of  this  Society,  and .  thus  gave  us,  as  he  had  several 
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times  before  given  to  other  societies,  in  answer  to  an  application  from 
the  same  individual,  the  benefits  of  his  example  and  his  name. 

We  mention  these  circumstances,  to  express  our  gratitude  to  our 
friends;  to  be  encouraged  by  the  remembrance  of  their  kindness;  to 
record  their  useful  example ;  to  reflect  on  their  probable  condition 
since  they  have  been  removed  from  among  men ;  and  to  remind  ua  of 
the  importance  of  preparing  to  follow  them  into  eternity. 

Having  thus  noticed  the  removal  by  death  of  those  who  were  asso- 
ciated with  us,  and,  also,  the  merciful  interpositions  of  God  in  our 
behalf, 

We  propose  to  look  at  the  interests  of  several  of  the  States  in  re* 
gard  to  Prison  Discipline;  to  present  an  abstract  of  the  Criminal 
Laws  of  some  of  the  United  States,  with  general  remarks  on  the  samef 
and  to  make  a  statement  coneeming  the  indirect  influence  and  immedi- 
ate results  of  this  Society's  labors. 

We  propose  first  to  look  at  the  interests  of  several  of  the  States  in 
regard  to 

PRISON    DISCIPLINE. 

House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  Maine. — In  Maine, 
the  question  is  one  deserving  of  seriouB  consideration,  whether  a 
house  of  refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents  ought  not  to  be  estab* 
lished?  The  superintendent  of  the  house  of  refuge  for  juvenile 
delinquents  at  South  Boston,  recently  visited  the  State,  and  after  the 
experience  which  he  has  had  in  the  reformation  of  this  class  of  per- 
sons, he  was  particularly  impressed  with  the  benefits,  which  would 
result  from  such  an  establishment.  It  had  before  become  a  question 
with  this  Society,  whether  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  humanity 
and  improvement  iu  Maine,  ought  not  now  to  be  solicited  to  this  sub* 
ject,  for  we  were  confident,  amidst  the  efforts  which  are  making  for 
general  improvement  in  Maine,  this  object,  among  others,  would; 
receive  attention  if  it  merits  it.  After  the  statement  of  Mr.  Weil*, 
therefore,  who  has  had  so  much  experience  in  this  department  of 
benevolence,  we  hope  our  friends  in  Maine  will  be  looking  at  this 
subject,  and  as  they  have  opportunity,  when  they  are  in  Boston,  New 
York,  and  Philadelphia,  that  they  will  visit  the  houses  of  refuge,  and 
see  what  can  be  done,  in  a  short  time,  for  those  who  would  otherwise ; 
become  the  most  unhappy  and  injured  inmates  of  prisons. 

New  County  Prison  in  Bangor. — This  Society  has  received  an 
application  for,  and  has  supplied  a  plan  for  a  new  county  prison  nf 
Bangor,  which  may  probably  tie  adopted,  in  which  are  embodied  witfr 
economy,  facilities  lor  inspection,  instruction,  safe  keeping,  separation 
at  night,  and  labor  by  day.  We  have  not  learned  whether  the  plan 
thus  furnished  has  been  adopted. 

Paucity  of  Convicts  in  New  .Hampshire. — In  New  Hampshire  the 
most  striking  and  important  fact  in  the  department  of  criminal  juris- 
prudence and  prison  discipline}  is  the  paucity  of  convicts.  The  num- 
ber of  convicts  in  New  Hampshire,  containing  nearly  three  hundred' 


?  ramTH  HCFonfr^-1829.  241 

thousand  inhabitants,  has  been  reduced,  during  the  last  year,  to  the 
number  of  forty-eight — a  smaller  number,  it  is  believed,  according  to 
the  population,  than  will  be  found  in  any  other  State  in  the  Union, 
where  there  is  a  state  prison.  The  causes  which  have  led  to  this 
angular  result  are  several.  For  several  years  past,  during  the  first 
eight  of  the  last  ten  years,  the  administration  of  the  Prison  in  New 
Hampshire  was  conducted  in  a  wise,  prudent,  economical  and  virtuous 
manner ;  perhaps  in  nearly  as  great  a  degree  of  perfection  as  may  be 
expected  in  this  imperfect  world.  This  has  had  some  influence  in 
diminishing  the  number  of  convicts,  or  rather  in  preventing  its  in- 
crease, because  the  re-commitments  have  been  very  few  in  New 
Hampshire,  about  1  to  20,  while  in  some  other  States  they  have  been 
1  to  3.  There  is  still  another  cause ;  the  laws  of  New  Hampshire,  or 
the  judges  who  administer  them,  are  not  fond  of  long  sentences. 
Sentences  of  two,  three  and  five  years,  and  seldom  seven  will  be 
fcund  on  the  records  in  New  Hampshire,  for  the  same  crimes  as  in 
some  other  States  are  punished  with  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  years. 
And  though  there  is  this  striking  difference  in  the  length  of  the  sen- 
tences, there  is  no  evidence  that  the  criminal  law  of  New  Hampshire, 
or  the  prison  discipline,  is  less  effectual  in  preventing  crime  or  pro- 
tecting society,  than  in  the  other  States.  On  the  contrary,  if  there  is 
any  State,  where  there  is  a  penitentiary,  whose  condition  is  enviable, 
it  appears  to  be  that  of  New  Hampshire. 

There  is  still  another  cause  :  Perkins'  stereotype  steel  plate  is  ex- 
tensively used,  if  not  universally,  by  the  banks  in  New  Hampshire ; 
the  consequence  is,  that  here,  as  in  Maine,  there  are  very  few  convicts 
far  counterfeit  money. 

Again,  another  cause:  in  the  principal  town  in  New  Hampshire, 
that  is,  Portsmouth,  the  alms  house  is  so  conducted  as  to  be  a  useful 
institution ;  while  in  many  of  the  principal  and  secondary  towns  in 
other  States,  the  alms  houses  are  perfect  nurseries  of  crime,  and  there 
is  a  very  extensive  alternation  from  prison  to  alms  house,  and  from  alms 
hosse  to  prison.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  the  alms  houses  in  many 
are  not  places  of  labor,  nor   restraint,  nor  separation,  nor  in- 


The  above,  among  other  causes,  we  have  deemed  worthy  of  par- 
ticular notice  as  the  paucity  of  convicts  in  New  Hampshire.  We 
hope  that  a  more  imperfect  prison  discipline,  a  more  rigid  criminal 
cade  or  judiciary,  a  less'  secure  circulating  medium,  or  worse  alms 
basse  in  Portsmouth,  will  not  soon  contribute  to  swell  the  list  of 
convicts  in  the  state  prison. 

in  reference  to  the  present  state  of  the  prison,  it  deserves  particular 
•slice,  that  the  Executive  has  doubled  the  compensation  allowed  for 
instruction ;  authorized  the  appointment,  which  has  been 
of  a  resident  chaplain,  under  whose  instruction  a  Sabbath 
school  has  been  organized,  which  is  spoken  of  by  those  who  have 
visited  it,  as  well  conducted,  and,  together  with  the  public  services  of 
the  Sabbath,  as  exercising  a  salutary  influence  over  the  minds  of  the 
convicts. 

We  exceedingly  regret  to  learn,  that  while  the  Executive  is  endeavor* 
iig  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  prison  by  a  more  liberal  provision 
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for  religious  instruction,  the  keeper  has  allowed  several  convicts  to  be 
lodged  at  night  in  the  same  room,  while  other  rooms  in  the  prison 
were  empty. 

State  Prison  in  Vermont — In  Vermont,  the  number  of  convicts  is 
about  twice  as  great  as  in  New  Hampshire,  while  the  population  is 
nenrly  the  same.  The  attention  of  the  State  has  been  so  for  turned 
to  the  subject,  as  to  cause  a  resolution  to  be  passed,  at  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature,  authorizing  the  superintendent  of  the  state  prison 
to  procure  a  plan  and  estimate  of  the  expense  of  erecting  a  sufficient 
number  of  dormitories  in  the  state  prison  at  Windsor,  to  admit  of  an 
entire  separation  of  the  convicts,  and  a  more  salutary  discipline.  This 
important  measure,  therefore,  we  hope  will  bo  accomplished. 

A  tier  the  prison  is  thus  altered  and  improved,  it  will  deserve  particu- 
lar consideration  whether  there  are  not  other  causes  of  the  disparity 
between  the  number  of  convicts  in  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire, 
which  admit  of  an  easy  remedy :  especially  unnecessarily  long  senten- 
ces, and  facilities  for  procuring  counterfeit  money. 

AVifl  House  of  Correction  in  Ipswich. — In  Massachusetts,  the  work 
of  reform  is  in  progress.     In  Ipswich,  a  new  house  of  correction  has 
been  built,  and  the  lunatics,  whose  wretched  condition  was  describe*) 
in  our  Second  Report,  some  of  whom  had  been  in  dark  holes  in  the 
cellar  a  long  course  of  years,  and  one  in  an  upper  apartment,  without! 
having  his  door  opened  for  many  months,  and  others  still  in  a  con- . 
dition  of  extreme  wretchedness,  have  been  removed  to  it,  and  their . 
condition  is  very  much  improved. 

House  of  Correction  in  Boston. — In  Boston,   at  the  house  of  cor- 
rection connected  with  the  jail  in  Leverett  street,  there  has  been  com- 
mendable improvement,  both  in  the  male  and  female  department,  in, 
regard  to  the  system  with  which  the  inmates  are  made  to  labor.     A. 
large  number  of  the  men  are  employed   in  something  like  an  active 
and  efficient  industry,  under  a  wholesome  and  salutary  discipline,  in, 
breaking   stone   to   Mackadamize   the    principal   streets   in   the   citj.'j 
About  two  thousand  tons   have  thus   been   broken,   during   the  last  j 
winter,  and   it   is   in   contemplation    with   this   to   Mackadamize  tbcit 
avenue  leading  to  the  Warren  free  bridge  ;    that  leading  to  the  Charles-, 
town  bridge,  Beacon  and  Park  streets,  having  been  previously  done 
with  stone  prepared  at  the  same  place.     If  this  beautiful  city  can  have} 
its  principal  streets  and  avenues  thus  improved  by  the  labor  of  the  raen^ 
in  the  house   of  correction,    every   good    citizen    will   rejoice.      If  ijk, 
should  be  asked  why  we  have  taken  no  notice  of  this  useful  emploW 
ment  before,  our  answer  is,  because  there  has  never  before  appeared, 
any  thing  like  the  industry,  efficiency  and  discipline  among  the  men 
in  the  house  of  correction,  that  there  is  at  the  present  time.     We  arc, 
happy,  therefore,  in  hearing  this  public  testimony  to  the  energy  and, 
success  with  which  the  men  in  the  house  of  correction  labor  for  the. 
benefit  of  the  city. 

Pious  Matrons  in  the  House  of  Correction  in  Boston. — In  the  fc-. 
male  department,  also,  under  the  care  of  two  pious  matrons,  there  has . 
been  very  pleasing  improvement   within   two   or   three  years.     Their 
self-denial  in  going  within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  to  spend  their  days  in 
restraining  and   employing   these   unhappy  women,   is   worthy  of  ail 
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praise.  The  improvement,  which  has  taken  place  in  consequence  of 
it,  which  is  apparent  to  the  most  superficial  observation,  is  a  part  only 
of  their  reward.  Their  own  consciences,  the  approbation  of  all  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  circumstances,  and  above  all  (if  they  have 
done  it  from  good  motives)  the  hope  of  His  approbation,  who  will  say, 
"  inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  you  have 
done  it  unto  me," — will  encourage  their  faithful  continuance  in  well 
doing,  and  lead  other  females  of  similar  character  in  other  cities  to 
imitate  their  praiseworthy  example. 

The  earnings  of  the  inmates,  principally  from  sewing,  is  a  con- 
siderable part  of  their  support,  and  the  change  in  regard  to  their  per- 
sons and  dress,  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  those  persons  who  remember 
what  this  place  was  before  these  pious  females  went  there  ;  and  the  sin 
which  is  prevented  in  the  form  of  obscenity,  profaneness,  lying,  and 
Sghting  daily,  is  alone  a  sufficient  recompense.  They  labor,  however, 
under  one  disadvantage,  in  regard  to  the  greatest  good  which  might 
be  attained ;  they  have  not  a  suitable  place,  in  which  to  labor  during 
the  day,  or  in  which  to  confine  the  women  separately  at  night.  If  the 
city  would  provide  separate  sleeping  rooms  and  a  good  workshop,  and 
tans  give  these  pious  matrons  a  fair  opportunity  to  continue  the  ex- 
periment, which  they  have  so  far  successfully  made  under  the  disad- 
vantages of  crowded  night  rooms  and  an  inconvenient  place  of  lal>or, 
Boston  might  afford  an  example  worthy  of  universal  imitation,  of  a 
SKcessful  mode  of  restraining  and  employing  female  convicts.  As  it  is, 
however,  there  is  great  improvement  in  the  female  as  well  as  the  male 
department  of  the  house  of  correction  in  Boston,  in  regard  to  the  manner 
m  which  the  inmates  are  made  to  labor. 

Mode  of  preventing  delirium  tremens  in  the  House  of  Correction  in 
Boston. — -There  is  another  particular  in  which  this  establishment  is 
worthy  of  notice.  Like  other  and  similar  institutions,  it  is  a  place 
lo  which  intemperance  consigns  its  thousand  victims.  But  in  other 
institutions,  it  has  been  customary  to  a  great  extent,  in  former  years, 
to  break  them  off  from  their  bad  habits  by  degrees,  and  not  suddenly, 
feet  it  should  produce  delirium  tremens  and  death.  Not  so  in  the 
house  of  correction  in  Boston;  they  arc  broken  off  at  once,  in  all 
cases,  and  the  danger  which  has  been  apprehended  is  guarded  against 
with  a  strong  decoction  of  wormwood.  This  is  prepared  in  the 
fcrm  of  tea,  and  given  freely.  With  perhaps  one  exception,  there 
have  been  no  fatal  consequences  from  delirium  tremens,  since 
this  practice  was  introduced  in  the  house  of  correction  in  Boston. 
This  is  true,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  many  of  the  worst  cases  of 
nrnnkennesa  in  the  city  are  subject  to  this  treatment,  and  the  disease 
often  assumes  a  very  threatening  aspect.  But  the  strong,  warm, 
wormwood  tea,  in  sufficient  quantities,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
Aids  relief.  If  there  was  any  way  of  securing  these  drunkards, 
afcr  their  restoration,  from  a  relapse  into  their  former  habits  when 
they  are  discharged,  another  step  would  be  taken  in  the  progress  of 
renrm ;  bat  while  there  remain  so  many  licensed  grog-shops,  we  must 
expect  to  find  the  records  in  our  prisons  filled  in  part  with  cases  of 
nsprisonment  for  drunkenness,  six,  eight  and  ten  times  repeated.  And 
to  know  that  our  criminal  establishments  are  supported  in  great  part 
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to  provide  for  a  few  hundred  persons  of  this  class,  who  come  t 
prisons  to  be  cored  and  go  away  to  the  stores  and  grog-shops  U 
tract  the  disease,  which  will  require  another  application  of  the 
remedy.  The  question  here  arises,  in  view  of  this  class  of  cas 
imprisonment,  and  it  is  a  very  large  class,  whether,  after  having 
cured  and  discharged  and  re-committed,  and  again  cured  aoc 
charged  and  re-committed,  and  a  third  time  cured  and  discharge 
re-committed,  this  is  not  enough  ?  Whether  after  this,  if  a  pla 
provided  where  the  subject  can  support  himself,  he  ought  not  t 
main  ?  However  this  may  be,  in  regard  to  curing  drunkard.s,  fc 
time  being,  a  very  valuable  and  successful  practice  is  pursued  a 
house  of  correction  in  Boston.  And  in  this  respect,  as  well 
regard  to  the  more  successful  application  of  labor,  we  think  the 
tution  ought  to  be  commended,  and  that  there  is  manifest  progrc 
improvement. 

Progress,  of  Reform  in  the  State  Prison  at  Charleston*,  Mass 
the  state  prison  at  Charlestown,  also,  the  reform  is  in  progress, 
new  building  for  the  separate  confinement  at  night  of  three  hni 
convicts,  will  probably  be  finished  in  the  month  of  August ;  very 
progress  having  been  made  in  the  work  during  the  months  of  A 
and  April.  The  discipline  of  the  institution  is  in  mine  rcspeci 
proved.  The  men  arc  more  generally  confined  to  their  rcspi 
Shops  during  the  day  ;  and  not  in  such  numbers  as  formerly,  in  <r 
loitering  about  the  yard,  without  restraint.  There  seems  to  I 
improvement,  also,  in  regard  to  the  tinder  officers.  They  are  in 
places  attending  to  their  respective  duties  a  little  more  than  forn 
There  is,  also,  more  order  among  the  prisoners  in  going  to  their  n 
shops  and  night  rooms.  Tliey  now  march  with  some  degree  of 
larity.  There  appears  also  to  be  a  less  unrestrained  intercourse  ai 
the  convicts  during  the  day,  while  at  their  work.  The  night,  of  ct 
remains  as  it  was ;  and  so  it  must  remain,  till  the  new  buildii 
done.  The  Sabbath  is  better  observed.  A  Sabbath  school,  trensi 
of  about  60  convict^,  has  been  organized  under  the  superintend 
of  the  chaplain.  The  public  worship  of  the  Sabbath  receives  1 
attention,  during  the  hours  appropriated  to  this  purpose ;  and  d 
the  week,  the  convicts  assemble  in  the  chapel,  every  morning 
evening,  with  such  number  of  the  officers  as  can  conveniently  at 
and  the  chaplain  reads  the  scriptures  und  offers  prayer.  So  tr 
several  respects  there  is  an  improvement  at  ChaTlestown.  How 
it  will  be  before  the  institution  shall  become  a  source  of  grati fie 
to  the  citizens,  as  a  place  of  order,  restraint,  discipline,  efficient  I 
salutary  instruction,  profit,  and  reformation,  like  the  prisons  at  A« 
and  Wcthrrsfield,  time  must  determine.  There  is  one  other  cir 
stance,  however,  not  yet  mentioned,  of  a  very  important  chaw 
which  may  be  owing  in  part  to  the  following  causes  ;  dread  of  the 
building  for  solitary  confinement  at  night :  dread  of  the  new  and 
rigid  discipline  which  it  is  proposed  to  introduce ;  losing  the  i) 
gences  which  were  formerly  allowed  as  a  reward  for  over-stint; 
breaking  up  the  facilities  for  playing  cards,  devising  mischief,  ma 
counterfeit  money,  false  keys,  und  last,  though  perhaps  not  least,  c 
of  moral  and  religious  influence  and  instruction.    These  causes,  * 
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e  certainly  powerful  on  Che  minds  of  bad  men,  have  probably  not 
en  without  their  influence  in  diminishing  the  number  of  convicts  in 
e  state  prison.  While  our  population  has  been  increasing,  the 
tmber  of  convicts  has  greatly  diminished.  It  is  now  more  than  one 
tndred  less  than  it  was  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  There  are  un- 
ubtedly  other  causes  for  this  diminution,  and  perhaps  those  already 
sntkmed  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  fact,  however,  wnat- 
er  may  have  been  the  cause,  remains,  and  affords  us  unfeigned  joy, 
d  leads  us  to  express  our  best  wishes  for  the  continuance  and  rapid 
crease  of  the  diminution  of  convicts.  To  this  great  point  we  would 
ie  all  our  efforts  directed,  as  the  great  ultimate  end  of  our  labors, 
id  to  this  point  we  think  they  are  directed,  as  illustrated  in  the  re- 
in proposed  at  Charlestown.  If,  as  formerly  at  Charlestown,  cou- 
rts can  be  allowed  unrestrained  intercourse  in  large  apartments  at 
rht ;  and  can  be  allowed  for  their  labor  by  day  from  30  to  50  dollars 
quarter,  besides  food,  clothing,  keeping,  medical  and  other  attend- 
ee ;  and  if  they  can  expend  this  money  for  various  indulgences,  such 
cards,  periodical  publications,  infidel  books,  and  implements  of  mis- 
led where  else  in  the  world  can  they  do  as  well  for  themselves,  they 
jag  judges,  as  in  the  state  prison ;  and  why  should  they  not  commit 
■e  crimes  for  which  they  will  be  sent, there.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
are  to  be  separated  at  night,  and  kept  in  silence  and  solitude, 
a  never  ceasing  supervision  and  inspection ;  if  they  are  to  be 
ft  at  bard  labor  during  the  day,  according  to  their  sentence,  and 
ft  proceeds  of  this  labor  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  which 
ej  have  injured  ;  if  the  infidel  books,  the  means  of  amusement  and 
Mfaling,  the  implements  of  mischief,  and  the  materials  for  brewing 
d  distilling  intoxicating  liquors  ;  tlte  various  indulgences,  the  cards, 
t  dice,  the  instruments  of  music,  and  the  means  of  bribery  for  the 
irpose  of  procuring  pardons  or  other  purposes,  if  these  are  to  be 
baa  away,  and  the  solitude,  the  discipline,  the  labor,  the  supervision, 
■  above  all,  the  instruction  and  prayers  substituted,  the  place  be- 
ne* intolerable  till  they  become  better  men.  May  all  prisons,  where 
en  is  room  for  it,  undergo  this  change. 

House  of  Reformation  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  Boston, — In 
latrast  to  the  prison  at  Charlestown,  is  the  house  of  reformation 
r  juvenile  delinquents  at  South  Boston.  This  institution  is  even 
mroved  in  its  character  since  the  very  favorable  report  of  the  last 
Bar.  The  average  number  of  inmates  is  not  far  from  one  hundred  ; 
nut  10  per  cent,  of  whom  are  females.  The  whole  number  received 
an  August  1820,  to  Jan.  1829,  was  192.  They  were  committed 
f  the  following  causes ;  for  stealing,  forty-seven ;  for  being  vaga- 
ads,  twenty-nine ;  for  being  stubborn  and  disobedient,  forty-nine ; 
r  leading  an  idle  life,  and  being  neglected  by  parents,  on  account  of 
■nkenness  and  other  causes,  eleven ;  for  wanton  and  lascivious  con- 
ict,  four.  We  mention  these  causes  of  commitment,  rather  as  a 
iraing  for  other  youth  and  children,  than  because  we  arc  disposed 
»  remember  them  against  those  who  have  been  arrested.  And  we  do 
sjore  particularly  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  extent  of  evil 
inig  from  the  neglect  of  family  government,  and  the  indulgence  of 
sUibborn  and  disobedient  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  child.     Of 
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the  one  hundred  and  forty  cases  above  mentioned,  sixty,  or 
one  third  of  the  whole  number,  were  arrested  either  on  c 
their  own  stubbornness  and  disobedience,  or  the  neglect  o 
rents.  In  addition  to  this,  it  is  very  probable,  that  a  numb 
arrested  for  being  vagabonds,  and  for  stealing,  had  the  foui 
these  vices  laid  in  similar  disobedience  to  parents,  or  in  sii 
feet  That  these  are  the  simple  causes,  without  which  tr 
would  never  have  been  arrested,  is  apparent  not  only  from  t 
of  the  institution,  but  from  the  change  which  these  childre 
as  soon  as  they  are  subject  to  parental  restraint,  discipline  an 
don.  In  a  few  weeks  their'  habits  of  stubbornness  and  dh 
are  subdued,  and  other  and- kindred  vices,  such  as  swearing, 
nngry  feelings,  are  changed  for  comparatively  pure  cbnveres 
"  and  affection ;  and  they  are  then  apprenticed  to  good  and  i 
farmers  and  mechanics,  where;  in  a  vast  majority  of  cases,  tl 
well.  The  director*  say,  in  their  report  to  the  city  gc 
January  15,  1829, — "  The  discipline  and  moral  government » 
has  had  a  most  salutary  effect  on  the  members,  and  its  lac 
ence  is  apparent  in  the  character  of  those  indented,  who,  wit 
few  exceptions,  are  doing  well,  and  give  satisfaction  to  theii 
Again,  the  directors  congratulate  the  friends  of  the  instituti 
success  has  been  far  more  favorable  than  was  anticipated  ;  i 
instances  the  boys  have  left  the  institution  creditably  in  h 
year.  And  further,  to  guard  against  the  evils  arising  from  t 
of  the  early  government  and  control  of  children,  and  their  < 
stubbornness  and  disobedience,  the  directors  say,  they  l 
good  effects  of  this  valuable  institution  would  be  much  ex 
provision  was  made  in  the  law,  that  the  parents,  or  gui 
friends  of  children,  who  are  unable  to  exercise  any  mor 
ment,  might  place  them  in  this  institution. 

In  what  manner  these  changes  are  produced  with  bo  mud 
and  with  so  little  delay,  may  be  known  in  part  from  the  > 
1  time,  and  the  system  of  classification  for  moral  discipline. 

DIVISION   OF   TIME. 

From  6  o'clock,  A.  M.  f  of  an  hour  for  recreation. 
From  f  past  6,  $  of  an  Hour  for  religious  exercises. 
From  i  past  7,  £  an  hour  for  breakfast. 
From  8  o'clock,  2  hoars  for  instruction  in  sohooL 
From  10  o'clock,  2f  hoars  for  labor. 
From  £  past  12,  £  of  an  hour  for  recreation. 
From  £  past  1,  £  an  hour  for  dinner. 
From  2  o'clock,  2f  hours  for  labor. 
From  $  past  4,  $  of  an  hour  for  recreation. 
From  4.  past  5  o'clock,  £  an  hour  for  supper. 
From  8  o'clock,  2  hours  for  instruction  in  school. 
From  8  o'clock,  j-  an  hour  for  religious  exercises. 
From  i  past  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  9£  hours  for  retiresnent 
Sleep  till  6  o'clock,  A.  M. 
-  The  hour  for  rising  is  much  earner  in  summer. 
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Hera  the  period  for  recreation,  the  period  for  religious  exercises,  the 
ptriod  for  eating,  the  period  for  instruction  in  school,  the  period  for 
Itbor,  and  the  period  for  retirement  and  sleep,  are  distinctly  marked 
fad  wisely  proportioned. 

i,  The  system  of  classification  for  moral  discipline  appears  to  indicate 
jjfcat  discrimination  in  regard  to  character,  and  that  careful  adjustment 
ef  rewards  and  punishments  according  to  merit,  which  may  be  useful 
jesewhere. 

F  CLASSIFICATION  FOR   MORAL  DISCIPLINE. 

IB" 


h The  whole  number  of  inmates  is  divided  into  three  Ben  Grades  and 

|Aree  Mai  Grade*,  or  three  good  classes  and  three  bad  classes. 

ItrTbejFirvf  Bon  Grade  consists  of  those  who  make  positive 4  regular, 

sjt  continued  effort  to  do  right     Their  faults  can  be  those  only  of 

■htke,  or  very  rarely  those  of  carelessness.     As  a  reward  for  be- 

ngjftg  to  this  grade,  they  are  admitted  to  certain  privileges. 

jpkL  The  same  as  all  inferior  grades. 

it,.  2.  To  walk  abroad  without  a  monitor ;  to  sail  and  swim. 

to>  8.  To  go  to  their  room  without  permission,  and  also  into  the  dining 

W*  and  kitchen  when  very  necessary. 

<;4  To  leave  their  seats  in  the  assembling  room  without  permission. 

i,. fit  Other  things  being  equal,  this  grade  have  a  choice  before  all  others. 

r  6.  The  use  of  the  recreation  room. 

1^7.  To  be  trusted,  when  necessary,  with  the  most  important  keys. 

8.  To  hate  their  word  taken  on  all  occasions. 

9.  To  have  their  birth-day  celebrated. 
Ml  To  wear  the  undress  uniform,  if  any. 

Mtotmd  Bon  Grade.— Thtee  who  make  positive  and  regular  effort 
'is  right    Their  faults  are  those  only  of  carelessness ;    faults  not 

■A  in  themselves,  or  if  so,  not  intentional,  or  a  balance  of  bad  marks, 
privileges  of  this  grade  are, 
4  The  same  as  all  inferior  grades. 

fc  To  go  to  the  city  for  25  good  marks  without  a  monitor,  if  it  is 
fc  third  time. 

&  To  walk  abroad  without   a  monitor,  or  about  the  yard  in  the 
***  manner. 

i  To  be  trusted  with  keys  of. secondary  importance. 

5-  To  be  capable  of  holding  the  offices  of  appointment 

I  To  take  books  from  the  reading  room* 

?•  To  use  the  papers  in  the  assembling  room  without  permission* 
.^  Other  things  being  equal,   this  grade   have  a  choice  before  aH 
■fcor  grades. 

Atrtf  Bon  Grade., — Those  who  make  positive  efforts  to  do  right. 
*fcr  faults  are  those  only  of  carelessness,  or  of  momentary  erring ; 
jb  evil  in  themselves  perhaps,  but  immediately  repented  of,  on  reflec- 
K  or  a  balance  of  three  bad  marks.    The  privileges  of  this  grade  are, 

1.  The  same  as  are  enjoyed  by  inferiors. 

J.  To  go  to  the  city  for  25  good  marks  under  a  monitor* 

i  To  walk  about  the  grounds  under  a  monitor. 

1  To  go  to  the  gymnasium  and  reading  room. 

I  To  use  the  books  and  papers  in  the  assembling  room,  by  permission. 

I  To  hold  offices  by  election. 
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The  First  Mal  Chrade  consists  of  those  who  are  positively  inclu* 
to  do  wrong.  Their  faults  are  only  legal  faults,  (that  is,  things  n 
wrong  in  themselves,  or  moral  faults  rarely  committed,)  or  a  balan 
of  5  bad  marks.    The  punishments  of  the  first  ma!  grade  are, 

1.  To  be  deprived  of  play  altogether,  and  of  conversation,  exce 
with  those  of  this  grade,  or,  when  necessary,  with  those  with  who 
they  are  at  work. 

2.  Not  to  go  to  the  superintendent's  room. 

3.  Not  to  vote  at  the  elections. 

4.  For  faults  committed  while  in  this  grade,  marks  or  degradation* 

5.  Not  to  attend,  even  if  members,  the  declaiming  society. 

Second  Mal  Grade. — Those  who  are  positively  and  regularly  i 
dined  to  do  wrong.  Their  faults  are  moral  faults,  often  eommitte 
or  a  balance  of  10  bad  marks.    The  punishments  are, 

1.  The  same  as  the  first  mal  grade. 

2.  Not  to  converse  with  any  boys  except  when  necessary  abo 
their  work. 

3.  Not  to  speak  to  the  superintendent  except  when  permitted. 

4.  To  be  deprived  of  their  regular  seats,  and  kept  separate  fro 
others  under  the  slieriff  or  constable,  and  never  to  be  dismtssc 
except  when  in  their  rooms. 

5.  To  be  deprived  of  any  extra  food. 

6.  For  faults  committed  while  in  this  grade,  to  be  degrade 
unless  for  trifling  faults  r  which  may  be  settled  by  bad  marks. 

Third  Mal  Grade,  or,  as  it  is  denominated  in  the  house,  the  Secet 
Mal  Division.  Those  who  are  positively,  regularly  and  continual 
inclined  to  do  wrong.  Their  faults  are  moral  faults  often  eommitte 
or  a  single  instance  of  doing  wrong  without  any  other  motive  than  tl 
love  of  the  wrong.     The  punishments  are, 

1.  The  same  as  all  others. 

2.  Food,  bread  and  water. 

3.  For  faults  committed  while  in  this  grade,  to  be  whipped,,**,  j 
brought  to  this  grade  for  any  extra  fault,  such  as  lying,  dishonest 
profane  swearing,  he  may  be  whipped  when  degraded.  Of  late  tk 
whipping  has  been  entirely  dispensed  with. 

In  accordance  with  this  system  of  classification  for  moral  disc 
pline,  the  house  is  managed :  and  it  docs  not  depend  on  eapric€-f 
partiality,  to  which  class  any  inmate  shall  belong;  but  on  the  ra 
ords.  The  superintendent  and  his  assistant  carry  note  books;  an 
for  good  conduct  in  school,  for  faithful  labor  in  the  shops,  and  f 
good  behavior  during  other  periods  of  time,  a  mark  of  approbatie 
is  given  :  and  for  different  conduct  different  marks.  To  these  marl 
is  attached  a  certain  value,  so  many  marks  being  redeemed  by  on 
favor  and  so  many  by  another,  and  good  marks  l>eing  cancelled  I 
bad  marks  when  there  are  any,  or  by  degradation,  deprivation,  am 
in  extreme  cases,  stripes.  This  simple  design  is  most  effectual  i 
procuring  circumspection  and  reflection  in  the  minds  of  youth.  Fo 
if  a  child  perceives  that  records  are  regularly  kept  of  his  couth*© 
which  are  to  be  examined  at  the  close  of  every  day,  or  week,  an 
according  to  them  rewards  or  punishments  are  to  be  awarded,  i 
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has  a  powerful  influence  in  restraining  evil,  and  producing  good. 
It  is  in  its  influence,  comparing  temporal  things  with  eternal,  like 
that  of  the  tribunal  of  our  Father  in  Heaven,  who  assures  us  in  his 
word,  that  "  we  shall  all  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ, 
that  every  one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  his  body,  according 
to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad."  The  results  of 
this  system  of  observation  and  "impartial  account,  according  to  character, 
as  settled  at  the  dose  of  stated  periods  of  time,  is  seen  on  a  broad  sheet, 
There  it  appears  at  a  glance,  against  the  .name  of  every  boy,  in  what  class 
he  is  placed  according  to  the  scale  of  moral  discipline.  Whether  in  the 
first,  second,  or  third  of  obedient  and  good  boys,  or  in  the  first,  second, 
or  third  of  disobedient  and  bad  boys. 

We  have  now  given  a  general  outline  of  the  division  of  time,  and 
the  system  of  classification  for  moral  discipline,  as  practised  at  the 
house  of  reformation  at  South  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
how  it  is,  that  vicious  boys  are  taken  from  what  was  formerly  the 
highway  to  the  prison  and  the  gallows,  and  made  to  undergo  such 
changes  in  a  comparatively  short  period  of  time,  as  to  render  them 
fit  and  proper  subjects  to  be  apprenticed,  and  to  secure  the  expecta- 
tion, founded  on  experience,  that  of  the  whole  number  thus  apprenti- 
ced, not  five  per  cent,  will  disappoint  the  fond  hopes  and  expectations  of 
their  guardians  and  benefactors. 

It  must  be  distinctly  perceived  that  in  this  system,  so  fraught  with 
unexpected  and  delightful  results,  there  is  a  time  for  retirement,  a 
time  for  recreation,  a  time  for  religious  exercises,  a  time  for  refresh- 
ment, •&  time  for  instruction  in  school,  a  time  for  labor — a  constant 
and  careful  supervision,  a  strict  and  impartial  account,  a  mild  and 
just  system  of  rewards  and  punishments,  and  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
character  and  conduct  of  every  inmate.  With  this  division  of  time,  and 
ibis  system  of  classification  for  moral  discipline,  it  ought  not  to  be  sur- 
prising that  such  changes  are  produced. 

Good,  however,  as  the  system  has  been  proved  by  experience, 
we  are  fully  aware,  that  much  depends  on  its  administration,  and 
therefore  take  great  pleasure  in  adding  to  what  has  already  been 
chid,  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  city  council,  concerning  the 
soperinteddeiit.  "They  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  a  superintendent,  in  point  of  zeal,  devotedness  to  his  duties,  discre- 
uon  and  ability,  better  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  than  the 
present  incumbent," 

We  would  add  to  the  testimony  of  the  committee  of  the  city  coun- 
cil, our  own  observation  in  confirmation  of  it,  and,  also,  in  favor  of 
•  lha  matron,  whose  devoted  and  useful  services  in  that  house,  will  not 
aeet  their  full  reward  on  earth.  And  we  do  this  the  more  cheerfully, 
because  we  know  from  extensive  observation,  that  the  amount  of 
food  accomplished  by  pious  matrons,  among  females  arrested  for 
crime,  and  committed  either  to  houses  of  reformation  or  to  prison, 
is  incalculable,  and  worthy  of  higher  rewards  thtfn  the  earth  affords. 
We  are  unwilling  therefore  to  pass  unnoticed,  in  any  institution  of 
ihe  kind,  one  on  whom  as  much  as  on  any  other  individual  in  it, 
and  indeed  on  whom  almost  entirely  depends,  the  conduct  of  the 
.  lemale  inmates  in  such  places. 
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We  close  oar  notice  of  this  most  important  institution  in  its  present 
improved  character  with  another  extract  from  the  last  report  of  the  di- 
rectors, in  the  sentiment  of  which  we  moat  fully  concur.  "  On  a  general 
riew  of  this  subject  it  has  often  been  suggested  by  the  friends  of 
humanity,  that  the  salutary  influence  of  this  institution  might  be  ex- 
tended throughout  the  State."  What  the  directors  here  suggest  as  im- 
portant to  be  provided  for  by  law  in  Massachusetts,  has  already  been 
done  in  New  York,  i.  e.  to  provide  for  the  extension  of  the  privileges 
of  the  house  of  reformation  for  juvenile  delinquents  not  only  to  the 
city  in  which  it  is  located,  but  to  every  county  in  the  State.  Boston  hat 
the  honor  of  giving  it  birth  and  of  providing  entirely  for  its  suppo-u, 
It  is  an  example  of  the  same  magnanimity  in  providing  for  juvenile 
delinquents,  which  the  city  long  since,  and  for  many  succeeding 
yean  up  to  the  present  time,  has  exhibited  in  providing  common 
schools  for  all  classes.  In  New  York,  it  is  done  in  part  by  the  State ; 
in  Pennsylvania,  it  is  also  done  in  part  by  the  State  ;  and  jn  both  the 
sister  States,  all  the  counties  may  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege! 
of  these  inestimable  houses  of  refuge.  Why  not  in  Mawachuuettst 
When  did  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  more  than  the  city  of  Boston, 
ever  fall  behind  its  neighbors  in  noble  acts  ?  Not  in  the  contest  for 
liberty ;  not  in  extending  the  benefits  of  education  to  all  classes ;  not 
in  humane  and  charitable  acts.  Nor  do  we  suppose  thai  any  thing 
less  honorable  will  be  done  by  the  State,  in  reference  to  the  house  of 
reformation  for  juvenile  delinquents.  Let  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature have  the  same  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  its 
merits,  as  they  have  had  in  becoming  acquainted  with  the  merit*  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  at  Hartford,  and  they  will  as  cordially  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantages  which  it  proffers. 

Greatly  as  we  love  to  linger  about  this  and  similar  institutions, 
we  must  leave  it,  and  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  another  sub- 
ject, i.  e. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

It  is  less  local  in  its  nature,  than  the  place  which  we  assign  to  it  in 
this  Report.  The  reason  is,  that  our  acquaintance  with  the  subject 
is,  as  it  exists  in  Massachusetts.  We  have  never  before  introdu- 
ced it  at  all,  supposing  that  it  was  embarrassed  with  difficulties, 
which  we  could  not  diminish.  But  having  made  a  minute  examination 
of  the  records  of  several  prisons  in  Massachusetts,  we  shall  state  some 
results  from  these  examinations,  which  the  public  will  estimate  as  to 
their  value. 

Proportion  of  Debts  under  $20. — In  the  first  place,  the  smallness 
of  the  sum  for  which  this  imprisonment  often  takes  place,  is  matter 
of  entire  surprise.  In  one  prison,  out  of  thirty-seven  cases,  twenty 
were  for  less  than  twenty  dollars.  In  another  prison,  out  of  forty 
cases,  twenty-two  were  for  less  than  twenty  dollars.  In  a  sister  State, 
the  law  prohibits  imprisonment  for  a  sum  less  than  813  33.  Such  a 
law  in  Massachusetts  would  diminish  the  cases  of  imprisonment  for 
debt  nearly  one  half. 

Amount  of  Costs  compared  with  Amount  of  Debts, — Again,  the 
amount  of  costs,  in  comparison  with  the  debts,  was  a  matter  of  equal 
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surprise.  In  eighteen  cases  of  the  above  imprisonment,  the  whole 
amount  of  debts,  taken  together,  was  9155  68,  and  the  costs  $78  70. 
in  the  other  prison,  the  costs  could  not  in  all  cases  lie  ascertained 
from  the  records;  but  in  nine  cases  in  which  the  debts  together 
amounted  to  $66  61,  the  costs  amounted  to  $37  27,  In  all  these 
cases,  the  average  amount  of  costs  was  more  than  half  the  average 
amount  of  debts. 

Loss  of  Time  compared  with  Amount  of  Debts. — Again,  the  term  of 
imprisonment,  in  comparison  with  the  amount  of  debts,  was  matter  of 
no  less  surprise.  In  the  eighteen  cases  of  imprisonment  above  men- 
tioned, in  which  the  whole  amount  of  debts  was  $155  68,  the  loss 
M  time  was  236  days,  which,  at  75  c^nls  per  day,  would  have  more 
than  paid  the  debts.  In  the  other  case,  the  term  of  imprisonment 
of  nine  persons,  for  the  whole  amount  of  £()(>  61,  was  214  days, 
which,  at  32  cents  per  day,  would  have  paid  the  debts. 

Amount  Paid,  compared  with  Amount  of  Debts. — Another  ob- 
vious remark  relates  to  the  fruitlessness  of  these  efforts  to  collect 
debts  by  imprisonment.  In  one  prison,  out  of  forty-two  cases  of  im- 
prisonment, two  debts  only,  one  of  eleven  and  one  of  five  dollars,  were 
paid :  which  bears  to  the  amount  of  actual  debts,  the  proportion  of 
I  to  141.  Thirteen  were  imprisoned  thirteen  months,  and  then 
discharged  because  they  had  nothing  to  pay ;  twenty  were  discharged 
because  nothing  was  paid,  and  the  creditor  would  not  pay  the  board 
any  longer.  In  another  prison,  out  of  41  cases,  three  debts  were 
paid,  amounting  together  to  J*43  08 ;  and  one  other  of  #2  44,  and 
costs  $4  35,  nearly  twice  as  much  as  the  debt ;  and  £5  on  another 
debt  of  915.  While  fifteen  out  of  the  forty-one  were  imprisoned 
fifteen  months,  and  then  discharged  because  they  had  nothing  to  pay, 
and  sixteen  by  their  creditors,  who  would  not  pay  their  board. 

Effect  of  the  Lew  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Creditor  to  pay  the 
hoard  nf  the  Debtor. — Another  remark  relates  to  the  small  value 
attached  to  this  mode  of  collecting  money  by  the  creditor.  Since 
the  law  was  passed  in  Massachusetts,  requiring  the  creditor  to  pay 
the  board  of  the  debtor,  the  amount  of  imprisonment  for  debt  is  said, 
by  some  of  the  jailers,  to  be  diminished  one  half.  If  *he  object  in  view 
in  such  a  proportion  of  cases  is  not  sufficient  to  cause  the  creditor 
to  pay  the  board  of  the  debtor,  is  it  sufficient  to  cause  the  person  of 
the  debtor  to  be  incarcerated  ? 

As  we  shall  not  have  occasion  to  recur  to  this  subject  again,  we 
Trill  here  state  the  facts  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Roomc,  keeper  of  the  debtor's 
jail  in  that  city.  The  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment,  during  the 
vear  11*28,  was  1085.  The  debts  together  amounted  to  $25,400  32. 
^he  damages  to  $362,076  99.  -  The  amount  paid  in  jail,  $295  : 
which  bears  to  the  amount  of  actual  debts,  the  proportion  of  1 
to  86;  and  to  the  amount  of  debts  and  damages,  the  proportion 
of  1  to  13131! 

We  have  stated  these  facts  on  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
rather  to  open  the  subject  for  further  investigation,  and  to  call  public 
attention  to  it,  than  because  we  think  that  any  thing  like  a  thorough 
investigation  has  been  made  on  a  subject  which  causes  the  imprison- 
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ment  in  the  United  States,  according  to  the  best  estimates  we  are  able 
to  make,  of  75,000  persons  annually. 

•  The  sums  for  which  they  are  imprisoned,  more  than  one  half  of 
them,  are  less  than  twenty  dollars :  while  the  costs  are  more  than  one 
half  the  original  debts,  and  in  many  other  cases  quadruple  the  debts; 
and  the  time  lost  in  prison,  sometimes  at  30,  and  sometimes  at  60 
cents  per  day,  would  pay  the  debts ;  and  the  amount  paid,  in  com- 
parison with  the  amount  of  debts,  is  sometimes  one  dollar  to  eighty- 
five,  and  in  other  cases  not  one  to  one  hundred  and  forty;  while 
about  one  third  part  are  discharged  in  Massachusetts,  because  they 
have  nothing  to  pay,  and  another  third  because  their  board  is  not 
paid  by  the  creditor,  as  the  law  requires.  In  all  this,  we  have  said 
nothing  of  the  moral  influence  of  the  prisons,  upon  the  seventy-five 
thousand  persons,  who  are  thus  annually  introduced  to  a  world  of 
criminals.  Here  we  leave  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 

CONNEXION  BETWEEN  PAUPERISM  AND  CRIME. 

This  is  a  subject  too,  which  we  have  introduced  in  this  part  of  oar 
Report,  because  we  have  become  acquainted  with  the  evils  of  it,  in 
consequence  of  what  we  have  seen  in  Massachusetts.  The  State  of 
Massachusetts  appropriates,  and  has  done  it  for  many  years,  about 
$50,000  anuually  as  a  State,  besides  what  is  done  in  the  towns,  for  the 
support  of  paupers.  In  some  of  the  larger  towns,  the  places  where  they 
are  kept  arc  so  constructed  and  managed,  that  the  poor  houses  are 
most  corrupt  and  corrupting.  They  are  nearly  as  injurious  in  their 
influence  as  the  old  penitentiaries ;  not  in  the  arts  of  mischief;  but 
in  the  low  and  corrupting  vices.  There  is  sometimes  not  even  a 
separation  of  the  sexes.  We  might  specify  large  and  extensive  es- 
tablishmcnts,  which  arc  now,  what  the  old  alms  house  in  Boston  was, 
a  few  years  ago.  And  we  could  give  a  detail  of  facts,  which  hare 
been  ascertained  from  careful  examination  of  witnesses,  to  winch  we 
can  only  allude  in  this  place,  on  account  of  the  character  of  these 
facts.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  they  are  such  as  to  demand  immediate 
attention  from  the  towns,  and  the  State.  The  people  of  the  towns 
would  not  countenance  such  things,  if  they  were  known ;  and  the  St^e 
would  not  appropriate  its  thousands  annually  for  the  support  of 
establishments,  which  are  nuisances,  as  much  as  the  o|d  state  prison. 
They  arc  nurseries  of  vice.  They  are  sometimes  introductory  to,  and 
sometimes  receptacles  from  the  prison.  There  is  often  an  alternation 
from  alms  house  to  prison  and  from  prison  to  alms  house.  We  have 
not  stated  the  facts  in  detail  which  are  known  to  us,  nor  shall  we  do 
it  in  this  place  and  at  this  time,  but  if  the  character  of  the  establish- 
ments is  not  altered,  from  which  these  facts  are  gathered,  they  will 
be  exposed  in  their  naked  deformity.  Publicity  will  correct  the  evils, 
if  other  means  fail. 

With  this  brief  notice  of  the  connexion  between  pauperism  and 
crime,  as  it  exists  in  Massachusetts,  we  leave  our  notice  of  the  inter- 
ests of  prison  discipline  in  the  State,  only  adding,  that  a  new  jail  it 
building  in  New  Bedford,  on  a  plan  furnished  by  the  Society,  which 
will  ajfiord  facilities  for  separation,  inspection,  instruction  and  labor. 


19  FOURTH  REPORT — 1829.  253 

Criminal  Law  of  Rhode  Island. — In  Rhode  Island,  there  is  no 
Penitentiary.  The  criminal  code,  therefore,  remains  in  some  of  its 
Moody  provisions.  Seven  crimes  are  punished  with .  death,  and  for 
eight  others  the  punishment  is  as  follows;  to  be  set  in  the  pil- 
lory, and  while  there  to  have  a  piece  of  each  earacut  off;  to  be 
branded  with  the  letter  C. ;  to  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  six 
years ;  to  be  fined  not  exceeding  $4,000 ;  or  any  or  all  of  said 
punishments.  The  crimes  for  which  these  punishments  may  be 
inflicted,  are  those  against  the  pajier  currency,  and  current  coin, 
meh  as  passing  counterfeit  money  or  having  it  in  possession,  or 
counterfeiting  the  current  coin  or  having  it  in  possession.  The 
punishment  for  perjury  is  a  fine  not  exceeding  $1,000  ;  placed  in  the 
pillory  not  more  than  four  hours  ;  cropped  and  branded ;  imprisoned 
not  more  than  three  years,  or  any  or  all  of  said  punishments.  The 
punishment  for  burning  nouses,  barns  and  outhouses,  the  burning 
of  which  shall  not  amount  to  arson,  is  a  fine  not  exceeding  $5,000 ; 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  five  years;  set  in  the  pillory;  cropped 
on  both  ears  while  on  the  pillory,  and  branded  with  the  letter  B. 
The  punishment  for  another  crime  is,  to  be  carried  to  the  gallows 
in  a  cart,  and  seated  on  the  gallows  not  more  than  three  hours,  :ind 
then  to  the  common  jail,  there  to  be  confined  not  more  than  three 
Tears,  and  to  be  fined  not  exceeding  §1,000.  The  punishment  for 
duelling,  when  death  does  not  ensue,  is  to  be  carried  publicly  in  a 
cart  to  the  gallows,  with  a  rope  alxmt  the  neck,  and  set  there  for  one 
hour,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year,  either  or  both. 
The  punishment  for  bigamy,  is  to  be  set  on  the  gallows  one  hour, 
whh  a  rope  around  the  neck;  to  be  fined  not  exceeding  $1,000,  and 
to  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years.  And  while  the  punish- 
ment against  the  paper  currency,  or  the  current  coin,  may  be  sitting 
in  the  pillory ;  being  cropped  and  branded  ;  fined  and  imprisoned  ; 
there  are  two  other  crimes  against  the  dearest  interests  of  morality 
and  virtue,  and  domestic  happiness,  i.  e.  adultery  and  fornication, 
which  are  punished,  the  one  with  a  fine  not  exceeding  $200,  and 
imprisonment  hot  exceeding  six  months;  and  the  other,  with  a  fine 
not  exceeding  95,  arid  with  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  days. 
With  this  notice  of  the  criminal  law  in  Rhode  Island  we  leave  the 

State. 

New  State  Prison  at  Wethc/vfirld,  Conn. — In  Connecticut,  the  new 
prison  at  Wcthersfield  is  in  successful  operation.  Governor  Tomlin- 
«n,  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature  on  the  7th  of  May,  1829,  not 
only  gives  a  particular  statement  of  its  condition,  but  suggests  certain 
therations  in  the  criminal  law  touching  the  subject  of  just  penalties, 
the  connexion  between  pauperism  and  crime,  and  the  condition  of 
juvenile  delinquents.  We  give  the  substance  of  the  message  as  it 
relates  to  these  subjects.     He  says, 

u  To  the  administration  of  penal  law  a  watchful  eye  should  be  extended,  as  it 
•fleets  alike  personal  liberty,  and  public  peace  and  safety.  The  primary  object  of 
Mithment  b  to  prevent  the  commission  of  crimes.  It  may  be  accomplished  cither 
■y  suspending  the  ability,  or  eradicating  the  disposition  to  oflend.  To  reform  the 
criminal  is  a  matter  of  great  interest. 

Tinployment  at  hard  labor,  in  silence,  and  solitary  confinement  during  the 
period  ef  res*,  wttk  moral  and  religious  instruction  and  admonition,  give  promise 
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of  success  in  this  philanthropic  work.  An  approximation  to  its  fulfilment  has  been 
made  at  our  state  prison,  which  is  believed  to  be  unprecedented,  and  affords  the 
highest  satisfaction.  In  producing  it,  the  immediate  and  personal  agency  of  the 
warden  of  the  prison  is  manifest.  His  judicious,  faithful,  persevering,  and  benevo- 
lent labors  in  that  capacity,  deserve  public  commendation. 

The  accounts  of  the  warden,  audited  according  to  law  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  31  st  of  March  last,  exhibit  an  actual  gain  to  the  institution,  after  deducting  every 
kind  of  expense  attending  its  management  and  support  for  the  same  period,  of  throe 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  forty-one  cents.  The  report  of 
the  directors  will  communicate  the  proper  detailed  information  regarding  the  opera- 
tions which  have  produced  this  gratifying  result. 

In  a  former  communication,  the  propriety  of  fixing  with  precision  the  period  of 
confinement  for  each  offence  punishable  by  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison,  was 
presented  to  the  attention  of  the  general  assembly.  Subsequent  experience  and 
information  have  strengthened  the  opinion  then  expressed.  The  shortest  period  of 
confinement  being  limited  in  only  a  few  cases,  very  unequal  punishments  may  be 
indicted  for  crimes  of  the  same  character.  Such  inequality  is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  our  institutions.  As,  according  to  the  constitution,  no  person  can  be  deprived  of 
his  liberty,  but  by  due  course  of  law,  so  the  extent  of  such  deprivation  ought  to  be 
fixed  by  law.  Persons  have  been  sentenced  for  the  short  space  of  six  months,  in 
some  instances,  while  in  others  the  period  of  confinement  has  been  extended  to  ten, 
fifteen  and  twenty  years,  and  to  the  term  of  the  criminal's  natural  life. 

Sentences  to  the  prison,  for  short  periods,  in  consequence  of  the  usual  inability 
of  the  prisoners,  in  such  cases,  to  perform  any  profitable  labor,  occasion  considerable 
expense  to  the  State,  without  much  probability  of  effecting  their  reformation, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  penitentiary  discipline.  Returning  to  society  with 
no  moral  improvement,  but  with  the  infamy  of  a  conviction  for  an  ignominious 
offence  resting  upon  him,  the  convict  easily,  and  as  experience  proves,  but  too  fre- 
quently sinks  into  more  aggravated  and  desperate  guilt.  On  the  contrary,  exem- 
plary sentences,  extending  to  very  long  periods  or  for  life,  depress  and  dishearten 
the  prisoner.  Permitted  scarcely  the  slightest  prospect  of  restoration  to  society, 
despair  may  render  the  prisoner  incorrigible,  and  his  reformation  hopeless. 

The  subject  is  not  free  from  difficulty.  It  is,  however,  recommended  to  your 
consideration,  alike  by  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  a  regard  to  policy  and  justice. 
Although  there  is  no  standard  by  which  the  punishment  of  crimes  of  like  nature,  but 
of  different  aggravation,  may  be  measured,  yet,  by  fixing  the  shortest  and  longest 
period  of  confinement  for  each  offence,  the  desirable  uniformity  of  punishment,  for 
which  our  criminal  code  fails  sufficiently  to  provide,  would  be  effected. 

Among  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  prisoners  in  the  state  prison,  there  axe 
one  hundred  and  two  under  the  age  of  thirty,  and  twenty-four  short  of  twenty 
years. — This  statement  strongly  impresses  the  necessity  of  some  provision  for  the 
correction  and  reformation  of  juvenile  offenders,  ;ind  the  punishment  of  minor  often* 
ces.  Such  offences  often  go  unpunished,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  a  mode  of 
punishment,  which  is  sustained  by  public  opinion.  By  the  impunity  thus  occasioned* 
the  young  offender  is  encouraged  to  perpetrate  crimes  of  greater  enormity,  confirmed 
in  guilt,  and  driven  from  society  to  the  state  prison.  The  evil  is  extensively  felt, 
and  needs  attention.  Whether  it  may  be  corrected,  by  the  establishment  of  work 
houses  or  houses  of  correction,  on  a  plan  more  enlarged  than  that  contemplated  by 
the  existing  law,  is  a  fit  subject  of  inquiry.  Such  institutions,  when  properly  organ- 
ized and  conducted,  by  cultivating  industry,  may  be  made  effective  in  arresting  the 
progress  of  vice,  and  rescuing  youthful  offenders  from  infamy  and  niin.  By  furnishing 
employment  for  (he  idle,  and  compelling  them  to  work,  society  maybe  relieved  from 
the  burden  of  their  support,  as  well  as  from  their  depredations  upon  private  property, 
and  disturbance  of  the  public  peace." 

In  addition  to  the  statement  by  the  governor  concerning  the  new 
prison,  we  gather  the  following  important  and  interesting  facts,  from 
the  reports  of  the  directors,  warden,  and  physician.  During  the  past 
year,  corporeal  punishment  has  not  been  inflicted  ;  religious  instruc- 
tion has  been  furnished  morning  and  evening,  and  on  the  Sabbath ; 
and  a  Sabbath  school,  which  the  directors  say  promises  to  be  a  useful 
addition  to  other  means,  has  been  formed.  There  has  been  little 
sickness  and  not  one  death  in  eighteen  months.    There  has  been  an 
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increase  of  prisoners,  i.  e.  nine  more  than  the  number  at  one  time 
it  Newgate,  and  twelve  more  than  the  average  number  of  commit- 
ments in  the  years  '22,  '23,  and  '24.  The  causes  assigned  by  the 
directors  for  this  increase  of  convicts  in  Connecticut,  are,  1st.  While 
the  records  of  the  old  prison  show  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  con- 
victs annually  by  death  and  escape ;  the  records  of  the  new  prison 
show,  that  there  has  been  no  death  in  sixteen  months,  and  no  escape 
nnce  the  establishment  of  the  institution.  2d.  The  courts  have  given 
longer  sentences.  3d.  The  juries  are  more  willing  to  convict,  on 
account  of  the  reformatory  character  of  the  new  prison.  4th.  By  a 
law  of  the  last  year,  persons  guilty  of  theft  over  a  certain  amount,  arc 
subject  to  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison,  and  under  the  law  thus 
altered,  convictions  have  taken  place.  5th.  An  unusually  small  num- 
ber of  convicts  have  been  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  sentence 
daring  the  last  year.  The  directors  arc  therefore  of  opinion  that 
there  is  no  increase  of  crime,  though  there  has  been  a  small  increase 
of  the  number  of  prisoners  in  the  state  prison. 

The  directors  present  as  an  evil,  demanding  a  remedy,  the  sur- 
prising diversity  of  punishments  for  the  same  crime.  For  a  given 
crime  against  the  person  of  a  female,  several  convicts  have  been  sen- 
tenced for  life,  and  others  for  three,  four,  and  five  years.  For  the 
crime  of  burglary,  there  are  several  for  three  years,  and  others  for 
four  months.  And  a  case  is  presented,  in  which  a  man,  in  a  quar- 
rel, or  under  some  sudden  excitement,  assaulted  and  killed  another, 
was  found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  imprisoned  three  years ;  while 
another  person,  under  the  influence  of  similar  excitement,  wounded  his 
antagonist,  but  did  not  kill  him,  and  he  was  imprisoned  for  life.  The 
directors  recommend  the  alteration  of  the  criminal  code,  so  as  to 
render  punishments  more  just  and  equal. 

As  it  respects  the  imprisonment  of  females,  the  directors  say,  the 
experie  ace  of  another  year  has  confirmed  us  in  the  opinion,  that  it  is 
improper  to  confine  females  in  the  same  prison  with  males ;  unless 
a  separate  department  is  organized,  to  be  placed  under  the  care  of 
a  matron. 

In  respect  to  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  institution,  they  recom- 
mend the  most  vigilant  inspection  by  a  committee  of  the  Legislature 
to  prevent  mat  practice :  and,  at  the  same  time,  show  that  the  old  prison 
at  riewgaie  cost  the  State  annually,  for  ten  years  previous  to  its  aban- 
donment, $8,400;  while  the  new  prison  has  produced  an  income 
of  1 1,000  17  for  the  first  six  months,  and  $3,229  41  for  the  last  year, 
above  every  expense  ;  making  a  difference  to  the  State  of  $11,(529  41, 
which  in  three  years  ■  will  defray  the  whole  expense  of  building  the 
new  prison. 

It  appears  by  the  warden's  statement,  that  the  whole  expense  of  the 
institution,  for  salary  of  officers,  food  and  clothing  of  convicts,  medi- 
al attendance,  medicine,  &c.  &c,  was  £5,870  13,  which,  on  suppo- 
sition that  the  average  number  of  men  was  120,  as  stated  by  the 
physician,  nukes  the  whole  expense  of  supporting  each  convict  per 
day,  13£  cents,  or  $48  05  a  year.  And  according  to  the  same  state- 
ment, the  whole  expense  for  food  was  4  cents  and  2  mills  per  day.  The 
bast  evidence  whether  the  food  was  wholesome  and  sufficient,  is  in  the 
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health,  and  bill  of  mortality,  and  the  amount  of  labor,  the  net  proceed 
of  which  we  hare  seen. 

The  physician's  report  states,  that  the  average  number  of  men  ft 
two  years  has  been  120 ;  during  which  time  there  has  been  only  on 
death,  and  none  during  the  last  eighteen  months;  that  the  bill  o: 
mortality  in  the  European  prisons,  which  are  considered  healthy,  i 
about  1  to  30  or  35.  That  the  uncommon  healthiness  of  the  Cob 
necticut  state  prison  is  owing,  1st,  To  regular  and  uniform  diet  an 
strict  temperance.  2d,  To  thorough  ventilation  and  uniform  ten 
perature  of  the  shops  and  night  rooms.  3d,  To  constant  and  regula 
employment  during  the  day. 

The  food  of  the  convicts  is  one  pound  of  beef,  one  pound  of  breac 
as  many  potatoes  as  they  may  require,  being  about  five  bushels  to 
hundred  rations,  to  which  is  added  lor  supper,  a  porridge  made  o 
ground  pease  and  corn-meal  so  regulated  that  each   shall  be  ampl 
supplied,  and  with  very  little  variation  the  same  throughout  the  year. 

The  drink,  while  in  health,  is  cold  water  only.  To  the  sick  an 
indisposed,  coffee,  tea,  milk,  and  other  proper  food  and  drink. 


ipe  nonce 

committed  to  the  prison  since  its  establishment, ninety  have  acknowledged  tban 
selves  to  have  been  intemperate^  or  are  known  to  have  been  so.  Some  of  Uies 
were  veteran  drinkers,  and  one  in  addition  to  spirits  had  for  17  years  used  larg 
quantities  of  opium.  These  prisoners  were  deprived  of  spirits  nt'nnrc,  without 
substitute.  Those  individuals  in  whom  the  habit  was  lone  continued,. suffered 
temporary  loss  of  appetite,  and  almost  overwhelming  anguish,  tor  the  want  of  thai 
accustomed  stimulus,  which  seemed  for  the  tiino  to  Hiipcrsodo  every  other  ev 
connected  with  their  confinement.  But  by  attentive  watching,  the  use  of  com? 
and  nutritious  and  wholesome  diet,  the  appetite  was  noon  improved,  and  after 
whilo,  greatly  increased ;  the  craving  for  spirits  gradually  subsided,  and  after  son 
time  had  elapsed,  they  acknowlcdgedan  improvement  in  their  feelings^ increase  o 
bodily  strength,  and  vigor  of  in  in  (T  These  facts  are  important ;  and  it  is  hoped  wi 
have  an  influence  in  correcting  a  very  general  mistake  that  is  prevailing,  that  tn 
peculiar  diseases  of  drunkards  are  liable  to  come  on  suddenly,  if  spirits  be  sttt 
denly  abandoned.  With  this  erroneous  impression  many  have  resorted  to  sul 
atitutes,  which  only  changed  the  stimulus  without  removing  tho  habit" 

The  physician  adds,  "  In  reference  to  the  health  of  the  institution 
that  in  addition  to  former  expedients  for  ventilation,  a  furnace  ha 
been  constructed  for  the  double  object  of  regulating  the  tempcratnr 
of  the  prison,  and  still  more  important,  of  forcing  a  constant  *=uppl 
of  fresh  air  into  the  great  hall." 

Iu  regard  to  employment  as  conducive  to  health,  "  another  year' 
experience,"  lie  says,  "  has  confirmed  all  our  former  opinions  on  th 
subject,  and  satisfied  us  of  the  importance  of  labor,  both  to  health  am 
discipline." 

Thus  we  close  the  notice  of  this  noble  institution. 

Au  auxiliary  prison  discipline  society  was  formed  in  Hartford  lis 
summer,  of  which  the  Hon.  William  W.  Ellsworth  is  President,  an 
Seth  Terry,  Esq.  Secretary,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  th 
Boston  Society  in  preserving  and  extending  the  improved  prison  dh 
cipline  in  Connecticut.  As  the  governor  has  introduced  in  hi 
message  the  importance  of  a  revision  of  the  criminal  code  in  son 
particulars ;  the  extension  of  the  improved  system  of  prison  discipln 
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to  work  booses,  for  the  better  employment  and  reformation  of  the 
ririous  poor ;  and  the  importance  of  providing  suitable  means  for  the 
reformation  of  juvenile  delinquents,  the  auxiliary  society  has  opened 
to  it  a  fine  field  of  usefulness  ;  and  we  are  expecting  improvements 
in  the  State,  corresponding  with  those  made  at  the  state  prison,  which 
■hall  present  Connecticut  as  a  model  for  imitation  in  its  prisons  and 
poor  houses,  its  criminal  and  pauper  laws,  and  in  its  provisions  for 
juvenile  delinquents.  Let  us  see  a  state  prison  like  that  at  Wethers* 
field,  with  a  criminal  code  adapted  to  its  general  principles;  and  a 
poor  house  for  every  county  of  the  same  general  character,  where  there 
•ball  be  as  much  health,  cleanliness,  discipline,  labor,  instruction, 
ad  reformation ;  and  besides  all  this,  a  house  of  refuge  for  juvenile  de- 
linquent*; and  we  will  rejoice  even  more  than  we  do  now  over  Con- 
necticut. 

Prison  ot  Auburn,  N.  F.,  more  than  supporting  itself. — In  New 
York,  the  objects  of  this  Society  have  excited  great  interest  for  sev- 
eral years ;  and  the  State  is  now  witnessing  the  benefits  which  result 
loin  a  proper  and  benevolent  attention  to  this  subject.  The  prison  at 
Auburn,  during  the  last  year,  with  570  inmates  at  its  close,  earned  more 
than  enough  to  defray  all  the  expense  of  its  support.  The  expenses 
$33,571  84,  the  earnings  $36,908  81,  making  the  profit  to  the 
>,  after  deducting  every  expense,  $3,336  97. 

Discipline  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  ox  illustrated  when  the  buildings 
em  fire. — The  discipline  of  the  institution,  to  secure  such  a  re- 
alt,  would  be  supposed  good ;  but  a  single  fact  will  place  it  in  a 
Hunger  light  At  midnight,  during  the  last  year,  there  was  a  cry  of 
ire.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  it  was  in  the  prison.  An  extensive 
loop,  filled  with  combustible  materials,  directly  under  the  eaves  of  the 
■orth  wing,  in  which  were  confined  550  convicts  in  separate  cells, 
vis  in  flames.  The  fire  spread  with  great  rapidity,  and  very  soon 
communicated  with  the  windows  of  the  building  in  which  the  convicts 
were  locked  up ;  and  before  any  progress  could  be  made  in  arresting 
s,  the  flames  burnt  through  the  windows,  and  threatened  the  convicts 
in  their  night  cells  with  suffocation.  The  keepers,  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives,  rushed  through  fire  and  smoke,  and  succeeded  in  unlocking 
tiery  door,  and  discharged  into  the  yard  at  midnight  550  convicts. 
Two  avenues  had  now  been  opened  to  the  street,  through  either  of 
which  the  convicts  might  have  escaped  in  the  confusion  of  passing 
water,  and  the  passing  and  repassing  of  citizens.  Instead,  however, 
of  attempting  to  escape,  they  formed  a  most  efficient  fire  company, 
atmgaiahed  the  flames,  and,  when  this  was  done,  were  found  in  their 
places;  no  one  having  attempted  to  escape.  The  chaplain,  in  view 
of  this  fact,  says,  "my  attachment  to  my  people  is  constantly  in- 
creasing." 

Reformation  of  Convicts  at  Auburn. — Such  being  the  facts  in  re- 
ptd  to  discipline,  and  the  proceeds  of  labor,  the  question  arises, 
whether  there  is  evidence,  after  their  discharge,  of  its  being  reforma- 
tory. Intelligence  has  been  received,  during  the  last  year,  in  answer 
to  letters  addressed  to  post  masters  and  sheriffs,  in  all  parts  of  the 
Stale  of  New  York,  concerning  two  hundred  and  six  discharged  con 
nets ;  of  whom  one  hundred  and  forty-six  are  reformed.      Concern* 
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ing  many  of  the  146  here  mentioned,  information  has  been  recefi 
three  years  in  succession,  giving  them  the  same  character ;  and  so 
of  them  the  character  of  decidedly  pious  men.  Three  years  ago,  t 
system  of  inquiry  concerning  discharged  convicts  war  first  institnt 
The  first  year,  it  brought  favorable  returns  concerning  52  ;  the  secc 
year,  concerning  112;  and  the  third  year,  as  already  stated,  oonce 
ing 146; 

There  is  another  clan  of  facts  proving  the  same  thing  concern 
the  refbraoatory  character  of  the  prison  at  Auburn.  The  re-conw 
ments  in  1887,  out  of  497,  were  only  TO.  And  in  1639,  out  of  S 
only  17. 

HtaHk  of  the  Auburn  Prison.— The  health  of  the  institution,  t 
i*  remarkable.    The  cases  of  sickness  in  the  hospital,  beihg  on 
average  I  to  100,  according  to  the  physician's  report^  and  the  death 
to  75,  annually. 

System  of  Instruction.— The  system  of  instruction  for  moral  dm 
pline,  by  the  -Sabbath  school;  by  public  worship;  by  personal  n 
gious  conversation ;  and  by  evening  prayers,  under  the  uneeasj 
attention  of  the  resident  chaplain,  is  as  it  should  be.  The  agent'i 
the  inspectors,  in  their  official  report,  acknowledge  then-  obligations 
the  discreet,  faithful  and  beneficial  services  of  the  Rev.  B.  C.  Srai 
the  resident  chaplain,  in  preparing  valuable  public  documents  o 
cerning  reformed  convicts,  and  in  all  the  duties  appropriate  to 
department ;  especially  as  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school,  o 
sisting  of  125. 

Favorabh  opinion  fir  si  formed  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn  still  m 
favorable. — As  we  have  before  described  the  prison  at  Auburn,  w 
great  particularity,  in  regard  to  its  construction  and  discipline,  < 
object  has  now  been  only  to  exhibit  its  improving  character,  and 
show  that  we  see  no  reasons  for "  changing  our  opinion,  except  fr 
favorable  to  more  favorable,  concerning  this  institution. 

Increase  of  Convicts  to  be  attributed  to  the  increase  of  Territory 
It  has  been  perceived,  that  the  number  of  convicts  has  increased 
Auburn.  This  is  not  owing  to  the  increase  of  crime,  but  to  the 
crease  of  territory,  which  by  law  has  been  authorized  to  send  its  © 
victs  to  Auburn.  So  that  while  Auburn  has  increased,  the  old  pri 
in  New  York  has  diminished. 

Progress  of  the  Buildings  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. — The  prison  at  Si 
Sing,  35  miles  above  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  rii 
has  been  rapidly  advancing  during  the  last  year ;  400  cells  having  bf 
added  to  the  number  then  built,  making  the  whole  number  800 ;  falsi 
a  hospital  and  kitchen,  and  preparations  having  been  made  for  eredS 
extensive  workshops  and  a  commodious  chapel. 

Health  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing.— The  health  of  the  inrtitoti 
till  a  large  number  of  sick  convicts  were  removed  to  ft'  from  N 
York,  was  favorably  indicated  by  the  fact,  that  two  per  cent  oj 
were  found  in  the  hospital ;  and  the  number  of  deaths,  notwrthstandl 
the  number  of  sick  brought  from  New  York,  has  been  only  3  pfercefi 
while  in  the  old  prison  in  New  Vork,  from  which  the  convicts  wi 
removed  to  Sing  Sing,  ft  varied,  for  a  course  of  years,  from  6  to  10'| 
cteofc  annually.     Sixteen  have  died  at  Sing  Sing,  during  the  last  yet 
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;  of  whom  were  among  the  sick  removed  from  New  York ;   five 
out  of  more  than  five  hundred  others,   which  is  not  one  per 
.,  having  died.  < 

ysttHL  of  Instruction  at  Sbig  Sing. — In  respect  to  moral  and 
ious  instruction,  the  commissioners,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tihbets 
Allen,  say,  in  their  report  to  the  legislature,  dated  January  14th) 
te  prisoners  have  not  the  same  advantages  they  will  have  when 
oner  apartment  is  finished  for  a  chapel  and  school  room.  One 
ious  service  is  usually  celebrated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barrett,  the 
lain,  on  the  Sabbath,  in  the  hall  or  area  of  the  prison,  between 
cells  and  outer  wall,  where  the  convicts  attend  standing  on  the 
ruent  and  galleries  in  front  of  their  cells.  Morning  and  evening 
ers  are  usually  attended,  but  n:»t  always.  Every  prisoner,  has  a  Bi- 
Mr.  Barrett  Ls  iuaLing  great  exertions  to  tqach  those  to  read,  who 
gnorant,  which  lie  does  by  the  use  of  the  Bible  only,  as  a  school 
,  teaching  them  at  the  grate  of  their  cell  doors,  lie  has  given  us 
meats,  which  leave  no  doubt  whatever,  of  the  strong  desire  which 
r  of  them  have  to  learn,  and  of  the  rapid  progress  of  some." 
e  give  from  Mr.  Barrett's  manuscript,  an  accurate  statement  of 
irogress  of  the  convict  occupying  the  cell  No.  428,  as  a  specimen. 
six  22,  1821),  began  the  1st  verse  of  Genesis,  and  learned  4  letters ; 

23.  Learned  &ve  lotters  more ; 

24.  Could  say  all  the  letters  in  the  first  line  ; 

25.  Knew  all  the  letters  in  the  first  verse ; 

26.  Knew  all  the  letters  in  two  verses ; 

27.  Spelled  all  the  words  of  one  syllable,  in  the  first  verse; 

28.  Partially  learned  the  words  created  and  heaven. 

(Teh  1.  Besides  learning  created  and  heaven  more  perfectly,  spell 
ed  the  word  beginning  correctly. 

2.  Read  the  first  verse  in  the  Bible  for  the  first  tune ; 

3.  Read  the  first  line  of  the  second  verse ; 

4.  Read  all  the  second  verse ; 

5.  Read  correctly  the  third  verse ; 

6.  The  fourth  verse ; 
8.  Five  verses ; 

10.  Six  verses ; 

18.  Read  with  ease  to  the  sixteenth  verse ; 

19. .  To  the  twentieth  verse  ; 

22.  To  the  twenty-third  verse  ; 

29.  Read  correctly  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis, 

sides.. teaching,  ignorant  convicts  in  this  manner  at  their  cell 
without  spelling  books,  and  without  Sabbath  school  teachers, 
iarrett  has  patiently  labored  in  the  deep  solitude  of  that  extensive 
Pfto  commit  the  scriptures  to  the  memory  of  the  more  intelligent 
tare  » tabular  view  furnished  by  him  of  the  recitations  of  thirty- 
oovicts,  during  a  period  of  18  weeks,  by  which,  it  appears  that 
chapters,  containing  19,328  verses,  had  been  recited;  that  42 
i  book*,  had  been  committed  to  memory;  that  one  man  in  17 
b  committed  49  chapters,  or  1605  verses ;  that  another  in  the 
,|ime  .committed  1296  verses;  that  one  man  committed  in  ooe 
.,  8  ^chapters,  and  that  others,  not  mentioned  in  the  table,  Jim) 

bitted  about  1060  verses. 

C 
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Sabbath  School  among  the  Females  at  the  Greenwich  Prison. — 
the  old  prison  at  Greenwich,  near  New  York,  there  remained  a  lar 
number  of  female  convicts,  after  the  men  were  removed  to  Sing  Sit 
Among  these  females,  nearly  one  hundred  in  number,  several  pic 
and  devoted  male  and  female  members  of  the  churches  of  differ* 
denominations,  formed  a  Sabbath  school  last  summer.  Their  inter* 
was  such  in  the  work  in  which  they  had  engaged,  that  pome  of  the 
were  willing  to  deprive  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  sanctt 
ry  on  the  Sabbath,  to  be  engaged  all  day  in  thiB  Sabbath  scho 
The  effect  of  these  labors  has  been  such,  as  to  encouragn  more  th 
all  things  else  the  patience  and  perseverance  of  these  benerole 
friends,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  benefits  of  this  ki 
of  instruction  will  be  enjoyed  by  female  convicts  in  New  York  1 
many  years  to  come  ;  because  it  may  be  doubted  whether  any  Sablw 
school  teachers  in.  New  York  are  more  encouraged  or  interested 
their  labor,  than  those  who  have  been  connected  with  this  Sabbi 
school. 

Abandonment  of  the  Prison  at  Greenwich. — Tlie  prison  at  Grw 
wich,  which  was  in  many  respects  a  wretched  place,  at  which  mc 
than  one  million  of  dollars  had  been  expended,  and  an  ihconcciral 
amount  of  sin  committed,  much  of  which  could  never  have  bo 
prevented  in  buildings  and  night  rooms  and  hiding  places  so  cc 
Btructed,  is  now  abandoned  :  the  buildings  are  already,  or  are  to 
soon  taken  down,  and  the  ground  occupied  for  house  lots.  In  tl 
we  rejoice  almost  as  much  as  in  the  abandonment  of  Newgate. 

Females  removed  to  the  Old  Penitentiary  at  the  Aims  House. — T 
females  who  were  left  at  Greenwich,  when  the  men  were  remen 
to  Sing  Sing,  have  been  removed  lately  to  the  penitentiary  at  Belled 
where  their  untiring  Sabbath  scliool  teachers  have  followed  them, 
rather  preceded  them,  to  make  preparation  for  their  instruction  a 
employment.  We  hope,  that  the  eternal  blessings  of  the  **  most  ki 
one"  will  rest  upon  them,  and  upon  all  the  Sabbath  school  te* 
ers,  who  are  willing  to  make  prisons  the  places  of  their  instructs 
We  know  they  will  have  their  reward  as  they  go  along  ;  lor  they  H 
often  say,  what  is  it  which  renders  us  so  happy  in  this  work  ?  and; 
the  answer  they  will  be  able  to  give,  will  be  this,  "  Where  two 
three  are  met  together  in  my  name,  there  am  L"  .r 

The  penitentiary  to  which  these  females  are  now  removed  a*d-1 
lowed  by  their  Sabbath  school  teachers,  is  the  place  whore  the  jail' 
ver  has  made  such  dreadful  ravages,  carrying  off  prisoners,  keepfl 
physicians,  and  benevolent  friends,  who  visited  the  prisoners 
mercy;  but  the  place  has  been  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  the  gr 
body  of  its  former  inmates  are  removed  to  Black  well's  Iskad ;  so  tl 
there  is  little  or  no  reason  to  fear,  that  the  penitentiary  at  BeH*i 
will  soon,  if  ever  again,  become  a  place  for  the  ravages  of  this  dm 
ful  disease.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  use  it  for  a  time  only,  till  at] 
and  better  provision  can  be  made  for  female  convicts.  The  Si 
authorized  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature  to  furnish  a  pi) 
and  estimate  of  the  expense,  of  a  new  prison  for  that  part  of  th 
who  belong  to  the  State ;  and  the  city  has  it  in  contemplatio* 
make  suitable  provision,  either  at  Bellevue  or  BlackweiTs  Island, .? 
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Ne  city  and  county  of  New  York ;  so  that  from  the  analogy 
nprovements  io  New  York,  we  may  expect  to  see  an  estab- 
"or  female  convicts  there,  which  shall  not  suffer  by  compari- 
the  prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  for  males,  or  with 
)  of  refuge  in  New  York  for  the  reformation  of  juvenile 
to.  '     • 

titablishmeiU  on  BlttchceWs  Island. — The  city  has  purchased 
's  Island,  containing  about  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  situat- 
East  River,  about  four  miles  from  the  City  Hall,  and  has 
rected  a  building,  which  was  commenced  last  autumn,  for 
Lion  of  240  men  from  the  old  penitentiary  at  Bellevue.    This 
is  on  the  general  plan  of  the   new  prison  at  Wethersfield, 
now  proposed  to  exteud  it  on  the  same  plan,  so  that  it  shall 
he  separation  at  night  of  at  least  500  of  the  vicious  poor  from 
louse.     The  expense  of  the  part  already  erected  has  been  only 
and  it  is  located  very  near  inexhaustible  quarries  of  stone, 
>t   many  years,    have  furnished  a  profitable  business  to  the 
to  formerly  owned  the  island,  and  conducted  the  business 
servants.     Here,  then,  these  drunken,  vicious  poor,  from  the 
.  be  provided  for,  in  a  building  admitting  of  separation  and 
»n  an   island  secure  from  escape,  and  amidst  valuable  quar- 
Mie,  which  will  furnish  them  with  hard,  healthy  and  profitable 
ilready  about  two  hundred  have  been  removed  from  Bellevue, 
keyed  in  erecting  the  new  buildings  for  their  own  accommo- 
Here,  too, .  a  Sabbath  school   has  been   established  among 
oIb,  by  some  pious  men,  who  were  employed  in  die  superin- 
of  the  work.    In  the  oil  age  and  feeble  health  of  the  Rev. 
ford,  the  chaplain  to  the  humane  and  criminal  institutions 
York,  he  has  not  been  able  frequently  to  go  to  the  island, 
Sabbath  school  has  furnished  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  means  of 
joyed   by  the  convicts.     When  the  buildings  shall  be  com- 
n  the  plan  which   has  been  proposed,  and  the  number  of 
'emoved  to  them  shall  be  five  hundred  or  more,  we  look  to 
r*s  Island  as  an  important  station  for  a  resident  chaplain,  of 
salifications  to  those  at  Charlestown,  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing — 
ttf  only  the  Sabbath  school,  but  the  public  worship,  the 
and   evening  prayers,  the   form  of  religion  at  meals,  the 
personal  conversation,  shall  have  then?  efficacy  tried  on  the 
nd   criminal   population  of  New  York.    The  residence  will 
itful ;  the  buildings  adapted  to  moral  discipline  and  religious 
tn ;  and  the  results,  with  the  .application  of  the  same  means, 
latorjy  no  doubt,  as  at  Auburn  and  Wethersfield. 
Vmou  for  Females  iu  the.  Slate  of  New  York.— It  is  yet  un- 
vbere  the  female  prison  for  the  State,  and  the  city  and  county 
York,  will  be  located.     The  commissioners  of  the  Legislature, 
lg  that  for  the  State,  suggest  in  their  last  report  to  the  Lqgis- 
e  importance  of  its  being  (if  disconnected  with  either  the 
is  Auburn  or  Sing  Sing)  in  some  central  situation.     The 
wilding,  which  they  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  corresponds 
principles  of  the  improved  prison  discipline,  and  if  it  shall 
ectted,  furnished  with  a  wise  and  pious  matron,  and  an  aclive 
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pious  ladies9  visiting  committee,  uuder  the  general  supervision  of  such 
men  as  the  commissioners  themselves,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its 
doing  the  same  as  has  been  done  elsewhere  by  the  application  of 
similar  means.  The  female  prison  for  the  city  of  New  York  will 
never  be  what  it  ought  to  be,  in  the  old  penitentiary  connected  with 
the  alms  house  at  Bellevue.  There  are  physical  disadvantages  con- 
nected with  that  building,  so  that  no  patience,  economy,  wisdom, 
piety  or  faith,  can  accomplish  as  much,  as  in  a  building  on  the 
plan  of  that  submitted  to  the  Legislature  by  the  commissioners.  We 
therefore  hope  that  our  friends  on  the  building  committee  of  the 
city  government  in  New  York,  will  not  be  weary  till  Black  well's 
Island,  or  some  part  of  it,  shall  be  improved  with  such  a  building. 
From  past  experience  there  is  no  doubt,  that  with  such  a  building, 
under  the  care  of  a  pious  matron,  the  class  of  females  of  whom  we 
speak,  can  earn,  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York,  from  10  to  15  cents 
per  day,  and  the  whole  expense  of  supporting  the  men  at  Weth- 
ersfield,  is  not  14  cents  per  day.  On  the  score  of  economy,  there- 
fore, it  should  be  done.     Much  more  on  the  score  of  morals. 

House  of  Refuge  in  New  York  City. — The  house  of  refuge  in  New 
York  has  received  to  its  parental  care,  instruction,  employment, 
and  discipline  during  the  last  year,  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  subject! 
There  were  in  the  institution  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one ;  returned  seventeen ;  making  the  whole  num- 
ber, who  received  the  benefit  of  it  during  the  year,  387.  Of  this 
number,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  were  apprenticed,  to  respectable 
farmers  and  mechanics,  generally  in  the  country,  at  a  distance  from 
their  former  associates ;  making  the  whole  number  rescued  from  the 
haunts  of  vice,  and  apprenticed  after  being  subject  to  the  discipline 
and  instruction  of  the  house,  four  hundred  and  forty. 

Improved  Discipline  of  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York. — The 
discipline  of  this  institution  is  much  improved  since  the  last  year 
This  is  seen  particularly  in  the  day  school  and  Sabbath  school.  The" 
health  remains,  wonderful  as  it  was.  There  was  no  death  during  the 
last  year ;  and  there  has  been  but  one,  during  the  four  years  of  hi 
existence,  and  that  was  from  an  unnatural  cause.  This  fact,  in  regard 
to  health,  should  be  taken  in  connexion  with  the  fact,  that  the  whole 
number  received  into  the  house  in  four  years  has  been  553,  and  the 
average  number  of  inmates  during  the  last  three  years  has  been  1581 
and  at  the  close  of  the  first  year,  56.  Not  a  death  among  so  great  1 
number  from  a  natural  cause  in  four  years ! !  ] 

The  employment  of  the  children  is  very  productive  of  profit,  as  wel 
as  health.  One  hundred  and  twenty  boys,  from  the  ages  of  6  to  19, 
arc  hired  to  contractors  during  their  working  hours,  for  12£  cents  per 
day,  which  varies  hut  a  fraction  from  the  whole  expense  of  supporting 
the  convicts  in  the  Connecticut  state  prison. 

The  moral  discipline  and  instruction,  as  seen  in  the  Sabbath  school] 
in  the  chapel  at  public  worship,  at  the  morning  and  evening  devotiotilj 
and  at  meal  time,  is  the  most  interesting  part  to  a  Christian. 

The  reformatory  effects  are  encouraging.  Out  of  440  apprenticed, 
less  than  twenty  are  out  of  place,  and  have  failed  to  answer  the  fom 
expectations  of  their  benefactors.  .   * 
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effects  on  tlie  tribunals  of  justice,  which  take  cognizance  of 
.ss  of  offenders  in  the  city  of  New  York,  is  equally  encouraging, 
lanagers  say  in  their  last  report,  "  previously  to  the  establish- 
f  the  house  of  refuge,  there  were  more  than  500  young  persons 
!y  committed  in  the  city  of  New  York,  either  as  criminals  or 
js;  now  the  officers  of  justice  do  not  find  half  that  number." 
Itweli  and  Debtors9  Jail  in  New  York  Cityy  disgraceful  nuisan- 
ce Bridewell  in  the  city  of  New  Xork,  and  the  debtors'  jail 
,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  city  hall,  the  same  disgraceful 
ses,  as  they  have  been  long  represented  to  no  purpose.  We 
10  purpose :  there  is  some  talk  of  a  reform, 
r  Prison  at  Lambert  on,  N.  J. — In  New  Jersey,  the  laws  con- 
;  the  state  prison  were  revised  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legisr 
and,  among  other  provisions  of  the  new  law,  one  was  adopted 
zing  the  payment  of  $150  annually,  from  the  state  treasury, 
§  the  sup]x>rt  of  a  permanent  chaplain  in  the  prison  at  Lamber- 
[*his  is  about  the  sum  which  this  Society  has  appropriated  for 
le  purpose  for  two  years  past,  from  which  therefore  the  .Society 
relieved. 

ent  state  of  the  New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia* — In  Penn- 
i,  the  criminal  law  has  I>ccn  revised  in  part ;  so  as  to  adapt  it 
new  penitentiaries  at  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia,  for  the  pun- 
t  of  the  higher  crimes.  This  new  law  punishes  those  crimes, 
are  generally  punished  with  death  in  New  England,  with  not 
.n  2  nor  more  than  12  years.  An  abstract  of  imprisonment  we 
irepared,  and  shall  present  in  the  Report. — No  crime,  except 
in  the  first  degree,  is  punished  with  death.  The  new  law 
plates  solitary  confinement,  not,  however,  unmitigated  by  labor 
truction,  for  all  the  crimes  mentioned  in  it  The  law  provides 
introduction  of  labor,  in  the  new  prison  in  Philadelphia,  which 
•ary  to  the  original  plan,  and  makes  an  appropriation  to  enable 
xjctors  at  Pittsburg  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  new  prison 
*  to  enable  them  to  introduce  labor.  The  law  also  provides 
eligious  teacher  in  the  new  prison  in  Philadelphia ;  so  that  in 
y  State,  where  we  had  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  system 
ishment  by  solitary  confinement,  unmitigated  by  labor  or  in- 
a,  would  be  introduced,  does  not  find  many  advocates  even 
Whether  the  Pennsylvania  system  with  these  modifications  will 
le  test  of  experience,  is  now  to  be  proved.  The  Legisla- 
ve  arrested  the  new  building  in  Philadelphia,  till  the  trial  shall 
een  had  ;  and  made  no  appropriation,  except  to  enable  the 
aioners  to  make  the  experiment  in  one  hundred  cells  already 

dual  Law  in  Delaware. — In  Delaware,  there  is  no  penitentiary, 
i  criminal  code  is  in  many  respects  similar  to  that  in  Rhode 
Seven  crimes  are  punished  with  death.  There  is  a  strange 
>n  to  the  penalty,  however,  in  case  of  manslaughter.  ,  A  person 
ed  of  this  crime  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall 
ieath ;  "  provided,  however,  that  the  person  so  convicted  shall, 
ih  after  such  conviction,  pray  of  the  justices  in  open  court  the 
of  this  act ;  then  the  court  shall  order,  that  the  person  so  eon- 
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victed  shall  pay  a  fine  not  less  than  $200,  nor  more  than  $3,000,  and 
suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years." 

Again,  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree  is  punishable  with 
death ;  but  the  penalty  has  the  same  provision,  except  that  it  dimin- 
ishes the  fine  and  term  of  imprisonment  one  half. 

There  are  twenty-one  other  crimes,  the  penalty  of  which  are,  fine, 
sitting  in  the  pillory,  imprisonment,  21, 39,  or  60  (as  the  case  may  be)     *■ 
lashes  well   laid  on,  and  afterwards  sold  for  service,  4,  7,  or  14  yean.     - 
In  tome  cases  there  is  added  to  these  punishments  the  wearing  of  a 
large  letter  on  the  back,  between  the  shoulders  ;  and  while  these  things     * 
arc  so,  there  is  another  crime  against  the  peace  and  happiness  of  fami- 
lies, which  by  many  wise  and  good  men  is  considered  worthy  of  death, 
which  is  liable  to  a  tine  of  $100;  and  still  another,  for  which  there  if 
no  penalty  at  all.     An  abstract  of  the  criminal  laws  of  Delaware,  which 
is  prepared  for  this  report,  is  a  curious   specimen  of  the  perfection  of 
reason. 

House  of  Refuge  in  Philadelphia. — The  house  of  refuge  in  Phila- 
delphia is  finished,  and  was  in  successful  operation  in  April,  with 
about  70  inmates.  The  managers  appear  to  have  been  successful 
in  the  selection  of  a  superintendent,  who  is  a  physician,  a  skilful 
teacher,  a  disciplinarian,  and  a  pious  man.  A  good  beginning'  hai 
been  made,  and  already  the  civil  officers  connected  with  the  criminal 
courts  are  testifying,  in  the  .public  papers,  under  their  own  signatures, 
to  the  effect  of  the  house  of  refuge  in  diminishing  the  number  of  cases 
of  prosecution  among  juvenile  delinquents. 

Meeting  to  establish  a  House  of  Refuge  in  Baltimore. — In  Bakh- 
more,  a  meeting  has  recently  been  held  in  the  council  chamber. 
Judge  Bruce  in  the  chair,  on  the  subject  of  establishing  a  house  of 
refuge  in  that  city,  and  a  committee  of  five  appointed,  of  whana 
Mr.  Hoffman,  Mr.  Fridge,  and  Mr.  Finley  are  members,  to  report  afc 
an  adjourned  meeting. 

Prospects    of  the    Maryland    Penitentiary. — The   penitentiary  » 
Baltimore   is  the  most  productive  establishment  of  the  kind  in  thi* 
country.     The   earnings  of  the   convicts    exceeded    the  expenses  of 
the  establishment  during  the  year  ending  30th  Nov.  1828,  £9,804  7<U  « 
besides  83,522  36  paid  on  account  of  loans. .   The   earnings  of  the- 
female  department,  with  about  40  inmates,  uuder  the  direction  of  i* 
worthy  matron,  have  exceeded  the  expenses  of  the  same,  $1,835.71. 
The  net  proceeds  in  the  Baltimore  penitentiary,  in  comparison  with 
those  of  the  new  prison  in  Connecticut,  are  in  proportion  to  the  iw* 
ber   of  convicts  nearly.     In  Baltimore,  359  convicts  produce  89JW4,    ' 
in  Connecticut,  one   hundred   and  twenty   convicts  produce  (3,229. 
This  is  no  new  thing  in  Baltimore.     Duriug  the  five  successive  ye*i* 
■in  which  Joseph  Owen  has  been  the  keeper,  the  earnings  have  greatly 
exceeded   the  expenses;    so  that  the  penitentiary  has  now  an  activa  - 
capital,  principally  the  proceeds  of  its  own  earnings,  of  $76,927  06. 

The  discipline  of  this  institution,  however,  except  while  the  met  - 
are  at  work,  is  defective.  This  is  felt  by  the  keeper,  as  much  as  l* 
can  be  by  any  one ;  and  he  is  looking  forward  to  the  completion  of  the  ^ 
new  building  for  separate  confinement  at  night,  as  the  time  whea  ^ 
there  shall  be  a  great  improvement  in  the  discipline. 
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This  building  is  erected  on  a  plan  suggested  by  an  agent  of  the 
Prison  Discipline  Society.  The  building  committee,  after  making  this 
acknowledgment,  in  a  late  communication  to  the  Executive,  sav,  "  it 
possesses  many  advantages  over  the  original  design.  Small  galleries 
are  substituted,  in  the  upper  stories,  in  front  of  each  range  of  cells, 
for  floors ;  leaving  on  either  side  of  the  centre  space,  four  stories  of 
cells.  This  enables  the  guard,  in  the  lower  story,  to  observe  at  the 
same  time,  the  door  of  every  cell.  Light  and  heat  may  be  applied 
with  a  considerable  saving  of  expense,  and  ventilation  will  encounter 
.  ao  obstruction."  The  committee,  who  make  this  report  to  the  Execu- 
tive, are  George  Kyser,  Thomas  Shepherd  and  James  Mosher. 

When  this  building  is  completed,  which  will  probably  be  in  August, 
the  keeper  is  making  arrangements  for  a  Sabbath  school,  to  be  taught 
by  himself,  with  the  assistance  of  pious  teachers  from  the  city.  He 
is,  also,  contemplating  morq  vigorous  and  systematic  instruction  for 
the  other  hours  of  the  Sabbath,  and  morning  and  evening  prayers, 
whb  the  reading  of  the  scriptures  during  every  day  in  the  week.  For 
all  these  purposes  the  area  between  the  cells  furnishes  light,  airy,  safe, 

.  convenient,  and  very  pleasant  accommodations.     In  Baltimore,  then, 
rery  soon,  there  is  a  prospect  of  having  a  penitentiary  of  very  superior, 

•  if  not  unrivalled  character. 

■  Ntw  Penitentiary  in  Washington,  D.  C. — This  building  is  now  fin- 
ished, in  an  economical  and  substantial  manner,  on  the  general  plan 
of  the  prison  at  Auburn ;  but  is  not  yet  occupied. 

CRIMINAL  LAW. 

Having  thus  looked  at  the  interests  of  several  of  the  States  in 
regard  to  Prisou  Discipline,  we  present,  as  proposed,  an  abstract  of  the 
,  Criminal  Law  of  some  of  the  United  States,  with  general  remarks  on 
the  same. 

MAINE. 

:.      Tmuon.    Penally,  Death. 

".    y**^""'  Pf  treason.    Imprisonment  not  less  than  two,  nor  more  than  five  years. 
,i  =    JUnfer,  or  bewg  aeeetmry  thereto  before  the  fact.    Shall  suffer  death ;  body  may  be  delivered 
. .  fcuc  MUgeons  for  dissection. 

Ar&miries  after  Ute  fact.    Imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months  3  and  afterwards  to  hard 
-"  afar  nat  acceding  ten  years. 

I '  ■  ^4?ufa(gAfc£    **'*  months  solitary f  and  not  exceeding  ten  yean  to  hard  labor;  or  by  fine 
._■  Ml  exceeding'  g  1 ,000. 

"_  ^frfaway,  w  king  accessary  thereto.    Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year ;  and 
-  aaiuuuuiut  lo  hard  labor  or  in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  ten  years, 
pw  ^sW&t  ***  intent  to  murder,  or  bring  accessary  thereto.   Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
to^fP^V**)  °*t*  "forwards  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  twenty  years. 
~\  *****»>  *****  intent  to  maim,  or  being  decenary.    Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six 
a  ■"■£■  i.**1  to  hard  labor  or  to  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  four  wars. 
■  -..vffi^T-2      i* &*""£  a  chrfknfie,  or  acting  a*  a  second.    Punisliod  as  a  felonious  assaulter, 
«n  dfequlined  for  twenty  years  from  holding  any  office  under  the  slate  government. 
-.  .    Aaxfiing  a  chaUenge.    Imprisonment  in  tne  common  jaU  not  cxcocUnr  one  year,  and  from 
hiding  any     »ve  for  five  years. 

ftrntumttj      egwncy,  or  being  delivered  of  a  bastard  secretly.    A  fine  not  exceeding  #100, 
www  Maws  imprisonment. 

'•    *I£ti?^ri*g  t0  cmKfai  tf*  dea/h  °f  **&>  «  tlnld.    Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
wee  months  ;  and  hard  labor  not  exceeding  rive  years. 
Jbw,  m  fetor  acenmnf  thereto  before  the  fact.    Death. 
.      Aenssmries after  the  fact*    Solitary  unpnwnment  not  exceeding  three  months;  and  hard 
hbor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Av-aiii.  writk  inUnt  io  commit  rape.     Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  ;• 
and  hard  labor  not  eueedinc  ton  years. 


.1 


360  PR1SQN   DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY. 

Assaidt,  with  intent  to  commit  rape  on  a  child  under  ten  years  of  age.    Solitary  i 
not  exceeding  four  months ;  and  liard  labor  for  a  term  of  years  or  for  life. 

Burning  dwelling  house  in  the  MlOHT  TINE,  or  being  accessory  thereto.    DEATH. 

Burning  dwelling  Iwusc  in  tit*  day  time,  or  burning  public  building*,  or  stores f  bams,  Sfc.  in 
Vie  frigid,  or  being  accessary  be/ore  the  fact.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year} 
and  hard  labor  afterward*  for  life. 

Burning  such  buildings  in  day  time.  Solitary  confinement  not  exceeding  one  yew;  and 
to  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Burning  corn,  liay,  fences,  lumber,  killing,  wounding,  disfiguring  cattle,  horses,  sheep.  Soli* 
tary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months;  and  hard  labor  afterwards  not  exceeding  three 
years,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  $500 }  and  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  not  exceeding 
one  year. 

Accessaries  after  the  fact.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  month:  and  confinement 
afterwards  not  exceeding  five  years;  or  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  §1,000 ;  and  by  imprisonment 
in  the  common  jail  not  exceeding  ouc  year. 

Setting  fre  to  woods  withmd  leave.    Fine,  10  dollars. 

Sodomy  and  Bestiality.    Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year}  and  imprisonment 
'  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Burglary,  or  being  accessary  tlwreto  before  the  fact,  when  the  offender  is  armed  with  a  dam- 
gertnvt  weapon,  or  makes  an  assault.    Shall  suiter  the  punishment  of  death. 

Wien  not  so  armed,  and  commits  no  assault,  or  is  accessary  thereto  before  tlu  fact.  Solitary 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years ;  and  afterwards  to  hard  labor  for  life. 

Accessary  after  tliefact.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  months ;  and  to  hard 
labor  not  exceeding  tex  teaks. 

When  tlu  offender  enters  without  breaking,  with  such  intent,  or  in  the  day  time  by  breaking, 
and  accessaries  before  tliefact.  Solitary  imprisonment  uot  exceeding  six  months  j  and  to  hara 
labor  not  exceeding  three  years  ;  or  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  #500;  and  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceediug  three  years. 

Larceny  not  exceeding  $5.  Jurisdiction  l>efore  a  justice j  punishracnlt  fine  not  exceeding  $5, 
and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  twenty  days. 

Siwjde  larceny  not  exceeding  #100.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months;  and 
to  labor  and  imprisonment  afterwards  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Exceeding  $  100.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year  ;  to  hard  labor  aftcrwank 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years. 

Larceny,  second  cottnetion,  or  conviction  of  three  distinct  larcenies  at  the  same  court.  Solitary 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year ;  and  afterwards  to  hard  labor  not  leas  than  three  nor 
more  than  fifteen  years. 

Biraking  and  entering  shop,  ware-house,  or  office  in  niglU  time.  Solitary ,  not  exceeding  one 
year ;  hard  labor  afterwards  not  exceeding  fifteen  years. 

Entering  dwelling  house,  Jec.  in  the  night  icitluvd  breaking,  or  in  day  time  breaking  and  en- 
Uring  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  year;  confinement  to  hard  labor  afterwards  not  exceeding 
ten  years. 

Larceny  in  dwelling  house,  shop,  office,  fyc.  in  day  time,  or  breaking  and  entering  in  the  night 
a  church,  or  otlwr  public  building,  or  store,  barn,  fyc.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  mouths  j  after- 
wards to  hard  labor  uot  more  thau  five  years. 

Robbery,  wfwn  the  offender  is  not  armed  wiOi  a  dangerous  weapon,  nor  intends  to  kUl.  Soli- 
tary, not  exceeding  two  years ;  and  afterwards  bard  labor  for  life. 

Roltberyt  when  the  offender  is  armed,  fyc.  and  nUwds  to  kill.     Death. 

Assaidt,  wiili  intent  to  rob,  offender  being  armed.  Solitary  not  more  than  one  year}  and 
confinement  to  hard  labor  afterwards  not  more  than  twenty  years. 

A  ny  other  larceny  from  pkksox.  Solitary,  not  more  ifiau  one  year;  and  confinement  to 
labor,  not  more  than  five,  afterward. 

Assaidt,  with  violence  or  dangerous  weapon,  with  irUrnt  to  steal.  Solitary,  not  more  than  one 
year,  afterwards  to  labor  not  more  than  ten  years. 

Accessaries  to  robbery  or  larceny,  after  the  fact.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months,  and 
confinement  to  hard  labor  afterwards  not  more  than  three  years  \  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  £500 ; 
and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  more  than  three  years;  or  eitficr  of  them. 

Second  conviction  as  a  receiver  of  stolen  good*,  or  conviction  on  three  indictments  at  the  same 
court  of  three  distinct  offmccs  of  the  same  kind.  Solitary,  uot  more  than  one  year ;  and  con- 
finement to  labor  afterwards,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years.  Passed  February 
28,  1821.  and  March  19, 1821.     1  vol.  Lmcs  of  Maine,    p.  52. 

Blasphemy.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months ;  and  confinement  to  hard  labor  not  more 
than  five  years.    1  vol.  Laws  of  Maine.    Passed  February  24, 1821.    p.  71. 

Adultery.  Solitary  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  mouths,  and  confinement 
to  bard  labor  not  more  than  five  years. 

Bigamy.    Same  as  adultery. 

Fornication.  Imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  sixty  days;  or 
fine  not  less  than  AJO  nor  more  than  5100.    Febnuiry  28, 1821. 


Forgery  of  public  records,  certificates  and  private  securities.    Solitary,  not  exceeding  six 
months ;  ana  afterwards  to  bard  lalior  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  yean. 
Forging  bills  of  credit,  bank  bills,  Sec.     Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  year!  and  confine- 
enl  afterwards  to  hard  labor  for  life. 
Uttering  or  tendering  in  payment  false  bills,  notes,  $c.  knowing  them  to  be  such. 
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Ml  emnwHiig  thirty  days ;  and  to  labor  not  exceeding  three  years 5  or  by  fine  Dot  exceeding 
f  1 jflOO  j  ana  binding  to  good  behavior  for  two  years. 

Arms?  conviction  for  the  same,  or  conviction  on  three  several  indictment*  at  the  same  court. 
Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year ;  and  labor  after,  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Hsvtng  in  possession  or  bringing  into  the  State  counterfeit  bank  bills,  with  intent  to  pass. 
Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months ;  and  hard  labor  not  more  than  three  years  5  or  by  fine 
not  exceeding  Jf  1,000 ;  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  more  than  one  year. 

Engraring  or  making  plates,  press,  $c.  for  forging,  or  possessing  such  plates,  8pc.  with  intent 
tsuse.  Sofitarv,  not  exceeding  three  months;  and  labor  afterwards  not  exceeding  three 
jears;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  #500,  and  imprisonment  in'  common  jail  not  exceeding 
owvear. 

Forging  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  hwwingly  aiding  in  passing  it.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one 
par,  andhard  labor  after,  for  life. 

Bringing  into  the  State,  or  banns?  in  possession  tcith  intent  to  pass,  such  false  coin.  Solitary. 
■ot  over  three  months ;  and  haid  labor  not  more  than  three  years;  or  by  fine  not  oxceediur- 
fljOOO,  tttd  binding  to  good  tahavior  l<»r  two  years. 

Second  conviction,  or  convicted  on  three  several  indictments  at  the  same  term  of  any  court 
Sofatarv,  not  more  than  one  year ;  and  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

such 
more 
more 

Perjury.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  three  months 5  and  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more 
lain  fifteen  years. 

Subornatwn  of  perjury.    Same  as  perjury. 

Corrupt  endeavor  to  procure  the  commission  of  perjury.  Solitary,  not  less  than  two  months ; 
sad  hard  labor  not  exceeding  five  years.    Feoruary  27, 1821. 

Cheating  by  false  pretences.  Fine,  not  le*s  than  £40,  nor  more  than  5400 5  or  confinement 
to  sard  tabor  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven  years.    February  14, 1821 . 

Wilfully  destroying  a  vessel  or  causing  it  to  be  done.  Imprisonment  for  life,  or  for  a  term 
not  \em  than  five  years.    February  27, 1821. 

Digging  up  or'removing  dead  bodies,  or  for  concealing  such  bodies  when  dug  up.  Imprison- 
ami  not  more  than  one  year :  or  fine  not  exceeding  jf  1,000.    March  10, 1821. 

Riot.  Solitary {  not  more  than  one  year ;  afterwards  to  hard  labor  not  more  than  one  year ; 
viae  not  exceeding  #500 ;  any  or  afl  of  said  punishments.    March  5, 1821. 

imprisonment  for  debt.    Damages  must  exceed  $5. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Treason.    Death. 

Misprision  of  treason.    Imprisonment  not  exceeding  seven  years ;  and  a  fine  not  exceed* 

**£2O0.  ' 

Jhnfcr.    Death. 

Concealment  of  the  death  of  a  bastard  child.  Shall  be  set  on  the  gallows  one  hour;  and  may 
be  bnprittMied  not  more  than  two  years  j  or,  instead  of  sitting  on  gallows,  may  be  fined  not 
tttteding  £300. 

Sodomy.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months ;  and  afterwards  confinement  to  hard  labor, 
ax  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Burglary,  or  breaking  into  dwelling  house  in  Vie  night  time,  with  intent  to  commit  felony. 
Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months ;  and  hard  labor  ft*  life. 

Breaking  and  entering  any  office,  bank,  8pc.  in  the  nigtit.  Confinement  to  hard  labor,  not 
km  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Entering  in  the  night  without  breaking,  or  in  the  day  time  with  breaking,  with  intent  to  com- 
ukMonu.    Confinement  to  hard  labor,  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Robbery.    Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months ;  and  afterwards,  bard  labor  for  life. 

kmnslmmghter.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months ;  and  confinement  after  to  labor  not  less 
taw  than  one  year  *  or  for  life. 

Rape,    Solitary,  not  less  than  six  months  ;  and  afterwards  to  labor  for  life. 

Mnhem.  Solitary,  not  less  than  six  months j  and  to  labor  after,  not  less  than  one  year  nor 
■are  than  twenty  years.    , 

Ass»iult  with  xnte/U  to  murder.  Solitary,  not  more  than  she  months  5  and  to  labor  not  less 
maa  one  year  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Arson.    Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months ;  and  labor  for  life. 

Burning  any  public  building,  store,  shop,  Sjr.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months  *,  and 
nbor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twenty  years. 

Burning  any  stack  of  corn,  hay,  lumber,  Spc.  Confinement  to  hard  labor,  not  less  than  one 
ftar  nor  more1  than  three  year* ;  or  by  fine,  not  exceeding  #1,000 }  and  imprisonment  in  com- 
am  jail  not  longer  than  one  year. 

Kiting  and  maiming  cattle,  with  intent  to  injure  the  owner.  Hard  labor,  not  less  thnn  one 
aor  more  than  three  years ;  or  by  fine,  not  exceeding  £1 ,000 5  and  by  imprisonment  m  common 
i*d  sot  exceeding  one  year. 

•  Since  altered  to  two  years.   Jane  26, 1805. 
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Killing  and  maiming  cattle.  Fine,  not  exceeding  £100;  or  by  iinprisoament  in  comma 
jail  not  longer  than  ninety  days. 

Forgery.  Solitary,  not  longer  than  six  months j  and  labor  not  less  than  five  nor  more  thai 
twenty  years. 

Patting  forged  notes,  Sec.  Solitary,  not  more  than  four  months $  labor  not  less  than  tw< 
nor  more  than  four  years. 

Bringing  into  Hie  State,  or  having  in  possession  counterfeit  bills }  with  intent  to  post  then 
Solitary,  not  more  than  four  months  5  labor  not  less  Uiau  two  nor  more  than  five  yean. 

MaJang  or  having  in  possession,  plates.  &r.  until  intent  to  mike  counterfeit  hank  mils,  Set 
Solitary,  not  more  man  four  month* ;  and  lalior  not  less  thau  two  uor  more  than  five  years.  . 

Forgery  of  records.  Judicial  proceedings,  obligations,  promissory  notes,  Sec.  Solitary,  nc 
more  than  six  mouths  j  lalxir  not  less  ihau  three  nor  more  thau  seven  years. 

Counterfeiting  coin.  Solitary.,  not  more  than  six  months ;  labor  not  lea  than  four  nor  mpr 
than  tea  years.        t 

Passing  counterfeit  coin.  Soli  tan-,  not  more  than  four  months  5  labor  not  leas  tlian  two  ac 
more  thaii  five  years. 

■    Bringing  into  the  State,  or  Inning  cmtnttrjf.il  coitiy  with  intent  to  pass*    Solitary,  not  mor 
than  four  months;  latmr  not  less  than  two,  nor  more  thou  five  years. 

Making  and  having  in  possession  any  tool,  for  counterfeiting  coin,  with  intent  to  make  fadi 
coin.    Solitary,  not  exceeding  four  mouths  j  labor  not  Icls  thou  two  nor  more,  than  five  years. 

Perjury.  Solitary,  not  more  than  four  mouths ;  labor  uot  less  than  two  uor  moro  lha 
five  years. 

Subornation  of  Perjury.    Same  as  perjury. 

Stealing  to  the  amtwitijf  #20 ;  or  charters,  deeds,  K\>c. ;  or  stealing  any  bond,  promisMor 
note.  fyc.  amounting  to  #20.     Hani  lalier  uot  lew  than  two  nor  more  than  nve  years. 

Stealing,  amount  less  than  $20.  Imprisonment  iu  common  jail  not  less  than  000  month,  as 
more  than  one  year j  aud  by  fine  uot  exceeding  $100. 

Larceny  in  dwelling  house.    Hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Larceny  in  slurp,  vessel,  Sec.    Hard  labor  not  le^s  than  oue  year  nor  mure  than  seven  yean 
•  .Larceny  from  the  person.    Hard  laNw  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Stealing  any  horse,  cuttle,  or  sheep.    Hani  Ial>or  net  Ic*  than  three  nor  more  tlian  seven  year 

Receiving,  or  concealing  stolen  goods.    Same  as  the  j  civon  stealing  the  sumc. 

Second  conviction.     Double  the  term  of  the  first. 

Third  conviction.    Life.    Panted  January  2, 1029.    Chap,  xci.  p.  2CQ. 

Adultery.  Confinement  in  common  jail  not  exceeding  oue  year;  l»y  a  fino  not  cxecedin 
$4D0y  anil  may  he  required  to  recoguiso  with  suretius,  for  a  term. of  time  not  exceedin 
five  years ;  or  by  oue  or  more  of  said  puuphmeuts. 

Polygamy.  Imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  not  exceeding  two  years ;  by  a  fine  m 
exceeding  $400  \  and  may  l»e  holden  to  rccogiii.se  with  sureties  /or  good  behavior  for  a  ten 
not  exceeding  five  years ;  or  by  one  or  more  of  said  puuisbmeuts. 

Fornication*  Fine  of  $50 ;  or  confinement  iu  die  common  jail  for  a  term  not  exfjwdiu 
six  months. 

Blasphrmtf.  Fine,  not  exceeding  #200  5  and  may  l>c  holden  U>  re cogiute  with  suntio, 
for  his  good  behavior  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Riot.  Fine,  not  exceeding  #1,000}  a»id  imprisonment  iu  tin-  comnxei  jail  1:01  execedfe 
•neyear. 

Imprisonment  for debt,  sum  prescribed  by  lam.    Damages  not  less  than  $  13  33.  .    , 


VERMONT. 

Treason.    Death. 

Misprision  of  treason.    Hnrd  labor  in  state  prison  not  exceeding'  seven  years  and  fine  w 
exceeding  ^2jD0O ;  or  either  of  said  punishments. 
:  Murder.    Death.  •* 


as  manslnnshter. 


False  witness  afiriing  life,  if  life  he  taken.    Death. 

Fals*  witness  affecting  life,  if  life  be  w4  taken.  Same 

l&'ing  priratefy  delhvretl  of  a  Itastard  child,  and  such  child  being  found  dead  ;  where  pr 
swnotive  evidence  shall  apjh-ar  that  the  child  was  born  alive,  and  its  death  was  procured  by  ti 
mother.  Hani  labor  in  Mate  prison  not  exceeding  three  years;  and  fined  not  more  lha 
#200;  or  either  of  said  punishments. 

Arson,  where  any  person  snjfcrs  death  w  cometjuence,  or  is  injured  in  liis  or  her  body  < 
members.     Death. 

Arson  of  a  dwelling  house,  or  any  other  building,  or  of  stacks  of  com,  hau,  or  grain.  Stal 
prison  to  hard  Ialx>r  uot  exceeding  ten  years  j  aud  fine  not  exceeding  £1,000 )  or  cither  c 
said  punishments. 

Mansl>M shier.  Stale  prison  during  life ;  or  a  term  of  years  not  Jess  than  seven ,  and  fiat 
not  exceeding  $\  jOUO ;  or  either  of  said  punishments. 

Maiming,  cutting  out  lite  tongue,  putting  out  lilt  eye,  Sec.  State  priwra  fur  life  j  or  a  term  c 
years  not  less  than  seven. 

Rape.  State  prison  to  hard  lal>or  not  exceeding  ten  years ;  and  fined  jxa  execetfn 
jlJQft ;  or  either  of  them. 

Unlawfuthj  knowing  a  child  under  eleven  years,  with  or  without  her  will.   Same  ax  thtj&oft 
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ur&h  intent  to  ravish.  State  prison  not  exceeding  seven  yean 5  and  fine  not  exceed- 
atfSOO ;  or  either  of  said  punishments. 

mogiary.  State  prison  not  exceeding  fifteen  yean;  and  fine  not  exceeding  $1,000;  or 
other  of  said  punishments. 

8umd  conviction  for  burglary.  Life  in  state  prison  3  or  for  a  term  of  years  not  less 
dsn  seven. 

Jtosocry.    Same  as  burglary. 

9xond  conviction  for  rokm.    Same  as  second  conviction  of  burglary. 

Assault  to  murder  or  rob.  mate  prison  not  exceeding  ten  yean ;  and  fine  not  exceeding 
fljOOO;  or  either  of  said  punishments. 

Perfuru.  State  prison  not  exceeding  ten  yean;  and  fine  not  exceeding  £1,000;  or  either 
of  said  punishments. 

fmbmtuulint  of  Perjury.    Same  as  perjury. 

Forgery.  Hard  labor  in  state  prison  not  more  than  ten  yean ;  and  fine  not  exceeding 
Jl/nO;  or  either  of  said  punishments. 

Hone  stealing.    Same  as  forgery. 

Brcond  conviction  for  hone  dealing.  State  prison  not  exceeding  fifteen  yean  j  and  51,000 
he;  or  either  of  said  punishments. 

kuaapkemy.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ££00;  and  may  be  bound  to  good  behavior  for  a  term 
an  exceeding  one  year. 

Adubery.  State  prison  not  exceeding  three  yean;  and  fine  not  exceeding  51,000  5  or 
either  of  said  punishments. 

Polygamy.    Same  as  adultery. 

kutsL    same  as  adultery. 

Teaching  the  art  of  counterfnting  or  debasing  metals.  State  prison  not  exceeding  three 
jaws  }  and -fine  not  exceeding  £900;  or  either. 

Smnndling.    State  prison  not  more  than  three  yean;  and  fine  not  exceeding  $900;  or  either. 

Obtaining  goods,  ire.  under  false  pretences.  State  prison  not  exceeding  five  years ,  and 
And  not  more  than  £500  -  or  either. 

Cmntufeiting com.    State  prison  not  exceeding  ten  yean ;  and  fine  not  exceeding  £1,000; 


Counselling  or  advising  in  forging  coins.  State  prison  not  more  than  five  yean  ;  and  fine 
sot  exceeding  £600 ;  or  either. 

Counterfeiting  bank  bills  or  notes.  State  prison  not  exceeding  fourteen  yean ;  and  fine  not 
■weeding  £1,000;  or  cither. 

Csumkiftiting  hard  Money,  orders ,  or  orders  on  state  or  cotmty  treasurers.  a}c.  Same  as 
counterfeiting  bank  bills.  The  foregoing  passed  Nov.  11, 1818.  Lanes  of  Vermont,  p.  258, 
mi  onward. 

T%fl.    State  prison  not  more  than  seven  yean  t  and  fine  not  above  £500 ;  or  either. 

Buyers  and  receivers  of  stolen  goods.    Same  as  tneft. 

Burning  fruit  from  any  garden,  orchard,  or  otfier  enclosure.    Fine,  not  exceeding  £100. 

Impeding  an  oflicer,  civil  or  military,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duly.  Fine,  not  exceeding 
fJOO;  or  state  pnson  not  exceeding  threeyears  -,  or  either.    November  4, 1826*. 

Breaking  jaiL  Fine,  not  exceeding  £30Q;  and  confinement  in  state  prison  not  exceeding 
■ee  years. 

Rid.  Fine,  not  exceeding  $100 ;  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  montlis ;  or  either. 
TV  above  passed  Nor.  15,  ifcl.    Ijsws  of  Vermont,    p.  265,  and  onward. 

Duelling,  killing  a  person  in  duel.    Death. 

Sending  or  accepting  a  challenge  to  fight  duel.  Fine,  not  exceeding  £1,000,  nor  less  than 
£50;  and  ever  after  incapable  of  holding  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  in  the  State.  Nov. 
5, 1801.    p.  274,  Laics  of  Vermont. 

Digging  up,  removing,  or  disturbing  the  remains  of  the  dead.  Fine  not  exceeding  £1 ,000 ; 
u  panic  whipping,  not  more  than  thirty-nine  stripes ;  or  imprisonment,  not  exceeduig  one 
jar  j  or  any  or  alTof  said  punishments.    February  Gf  1804.    p.  275. 

Kidnapping.  Publicly  whipped,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes ;  or  fine  not  exceeding 
fljOOO ;  and  confined  to' hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven  years.    Jwr.  8, 180G.    p.  264. 

Poor  debtors.    May  be  committed  to  jail  for  any  sum. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Treason,     Death. 

Warder,  or  accessary  before  fact.  Dcnth,  and  body  may  be  ordered  to  be  delivered  for 
'Wctioq  ;  and  in  case  of  murder  in  duel,  shall  be  so  ordered. 

Accessaries  after  the  fact.  Solitary  confinement  not  exceeding  six  months ;  and  confine- 
sent  10  hard  labor  afterwards  not  exceeding  ten  yean. 

Mmstauglder.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months ;  and  confinement  to  hard 
■for  not  exceeduig  ten  yean. 

Mnmingf  by  cutting  ottt  the  tongite,  putting  out  the  eye — aiding  or  abetting.  Solitary,  not 
«ueedimr  one  year  j  and  confinement  to  liard  labor,  or  imprisonment  in  common  jail,  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  ten  yean. 

Assault  to  maim,  or  disfigure,  6fC.  aiding,  counselling,  or  advising.  Solitary  imprisonment 
not  more  than  sis  months;  and  confinement  to  hard  labor  after,  or  in  common  jail  not  ex- 
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Robbery  without  iceapons.    Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  jean  ;  and 
raent  to  bard  labor  afterwards  for  lifr. 

Robbery,  wlien  an  assault  is  made  witli  a  dangerous  weapon,  with  intent  to  kill  or  maim,  or  if 
the  verson  robbed  is  struck  or  wounded  with  such  weapon.    Death. 

Assault,  with  dangerous  weapon,  to  murder  or  rob,  and  those  aiding  and  abetting.  Solitary, 
not  exceeding  00c  year ;  and  afterwards  confinement  to  bard  labor  not  exceeding  twenty 
years.  ***** 

Arson,  or  burning  a  dwelling-house  in  the  night  time,  and  accessaries  thereto  before  fact. 
Death. 

Burning  a  house  in  the  day  ttme,  or  any  meeting-house,  court-house,  SfC.  in  the  night  time. 
Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  year j  and  aflcr  to  hard  labor  for  life. 

Burning  a  meeting-house,  or  any  public  building,  store,  Spc.  in  the  day  time,  or  any  state, 
lam,  Sfrcby  night  or  day.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  year  j  and  haru  labor  aflcr  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  years. 

Burning  any  sttwk  of  corn,  hay,  grain,  Sfc.  and  accessary  before  fact.  Solitary,  not  mote 
than  six  months :  and  after  to  hard  labor,  not  more  than  three  years ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding 
500  dollars ;  and  imprisonment  in  commonjail  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Kitting,  maiming,  or  disfiguring  cattle,  $c.    Same  as  above. 

Harboring,  conceding,  'maintaining,  or  assisting  any  incendiary,  or  accessaries  before  tht 
fact.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  month ;  and  afterwards  to  hard  labor  not  more  wan  fire 
years ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  and  imprisonment  in  commonjail  not  exceed- 
ing one  year. 

Assault  ami  ttatlrry.  Rue,  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings,  and  require  sureties  for  keeping 
the  peace;  or  bind  to  a  higher  court. 

ttipe,  and  accessary  before  fact.     Death. 

Carnally  knowing  or  abttsivg  a  woman  child  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  accessary  before 
fact.    Death. 

Accessaries  to  r.ypr.  it/l.r  the  ftrt.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months ;  and  hard  labor 
after  for  a  term  not  exceeding  ten  rear*. 

Attempt  to  rape,  or  aiding  and  abetting.    Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months;  and 
words  (o  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years  5  or  by  fine  not  more  than  500  dollars ;  and  n 
pmoiiment  in  common  jail  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Assault  io  rape  on  a  intman  child  under  ten  years  old.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  four  moflthl^ 
and  afterwards  10  hard  lalK>r  ft»r  any  term  of  years,  or  for  lifr. 

Concealing  pregnancy,  and  being  delivered  secretly  of  a  bastard  child.  Fine,  not  exceeding 
£60;  or  imprisonment 'not  exceeding  three  months. 

Corwetiling  the  death  of  a  hm  tar  J  child,  so  tliat  U  cannot  be  known  whether  it  were  bom  aBfi 
or  not,  or  murder*  d  or  not.  Mother  to  1*»  set  on  the  gallows,  with  a  rope  around  her  oetk 
for  one  hour ;  and  be  Imcuid  to  good  behavior  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  (Law  of  17MJ 
or  by  a  late  of  liil'i,  the  court  may  in  lieu  of  sentencing  to  sit  on  the  gallows,  dfC.  sentence  m 
solitary  imprisonment  not  more  than  three  montfis  ;  and  tonard  tabor  not  more  than  Jkt  years. 

Burglary,  when  armed  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  and  those  accessary  before  fact,  or  aiding 
ind  abetting.    Death. 

Burglary,  when  not  armed  with  a  dangerous  treapon,  and  accessary  before  fact,  or  aiding,  *jt.t 
Solitary,  not  exceeding  two  years  j  and  confinement  to  hard  labor  afterwards  for  life. 

Accessaries  to  burglary  after  die  fact.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months  ;  and  ■Jtafc ' 
wards  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Breaking  into  any  house,  $hop^Bpc.  in  the  day  time,  or  without  breaking,  in  the  night,  to  torn- 
mil  any  felony.    Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months;  and  confinement  afterwards  to  bafT 
labor  not  more  than  three  years ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  5)0  dollars ;  and  i 
in  common  jail  not  more  than  three  years. 

Destroying  vessel  to  defraud  the  underwriters,  fe.    Imprisonment  for  life,  or  for  any 
not  less  than  five  veaw. 

Forgery,  or  aiding  and  assisting.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months;  and  afterwards  fJJ 
hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years.  •'   • 

Counterfeiting  any  certificate  of  public  debt,  or  batik  bitl,  Sfc.  aiding  and  assisting.  Solitary,,  ( 
not  exceeding  one  year  ;"and  afterwards  hard  labor  for  life.  "  '  '■* 

Passing  any  cwtnterfeU  certificate,  of  puNic  debt,  or  bank  MR.  Solitary,  not  mere  thai  \ 
thirty  days  :  and  hard  lalwr  after  not  more  than  three  years ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  10$  t 
dollars ;  "au  !  Sinding  to  g^ood  behavior  for  two  years.    *  ':   1 

etecond  conviction',  nnd  conviction  at  the  some  term  of  court,  on  three  several  indictments  fir*  \ 
same  offence.  Solitary,  not  more  thun  one  year;  and  afterwards  to  labor  for  a  term  not  eat*  % 
eeeding  ten  yenr».  ■    , 

BH-  ri'i  r  counterfeit  hills  into  State,  or  having  in  possession  with  intent  to  pass.  Solitary,  * 
not  more  th.M  three  month* ;  and  hard  labor  not  more  than  three  years ;  or  by  fine  not  ex-  ^ 
reeding  1.000  dollars :  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  exceeding  one  yeor.  >•  r 

Making  or  mmdin*  any  tool,  tipc.  to  he  used  in  counterfeiting  bills,  or  having  such  tool  111  1. 
possession,  irith  intent  to  use,  Arc.  Solitary,  not  exceeding-  three  months ;  and  after  fo  kauri  labsrf  ( 
not  more  than  throe  years ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  300  dollars ;  and  confinement  in  eomsMB'  ^ 
jail  not  more  than  one  year.  , 

Counterfeiting  any  gold  or  .  t/fvr  coin,  or  aiding  and  assisting,  or  having  in  possession,  umW  jj 
intent  to  pass,  not  lesn  than  fim  pieces  of  such  counterfeit  coin.  Solitary ?  not  exceeding  oa*  , 
year  j  and  hard  labor  after  for  life.  "  ■■'    ,. 
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Bringing  into  the  State. or  having  in  jwuession  any  number  of  pieces  of  false  coin,  with  intent  to 
p»*.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  mouths ;  anil  hard  !al>or  uol  niorc  than  tbreo^ycars ; 
urbv  fint»  not'-'xoccding  1,G(J0  dollars;  ami  binding  to  gootl  behavior  Tor  two  years. 

Second  conviction,  or  Ariwjr  convicted  at  the  same  term  on  thru-  several  i/ulictments  for  th>:  *<imc 
offefic*.  Soltory,  not  mire  than  one  year;  and  lianl  lal>or  not  lt<s  thau  two  nor  more 
uan  ten  year*. 

,tL£i'J£,  wading,  &c.  any  to*d,  or  instrument  for  coining  gold  or  silver  coin,  icith  intent  to 
PMorbe  vs->d,  Jjrc.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months ;  aiuimird  labor  not  more  than  throe 
}«rij  or  fiue  not  exceeding  500  dollars;  uud  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  more  than 
voeyear. 

Lvrentf,  when  the  amo'uit  stolen  does  not  crated  5  dollars,  and  where  tine  conviction  is  before  a 
jvtice  or tfte  p*ace,—or  acc'tsaries.  Fiue,  not  exceeding  &  dollars}  and  imprisonment  in 
comnon  jail  not  more  than  twenty  days;  cither  or  both. 

Larctntj,  when  Uic  annum*  does  not  unt'f/  LOO  dollars.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  six  mouths ; 
vri  hard  labor  after  not  more  than  one  year j  or  by  Hue  not  exceeding  100  <lolli*rs ;  mid  im- 
jfffanumeiil  in  commo.i  jail  not  longer  than  one  year. 

Wlirr*  tiit  amount  exc**dit  100  ai'lfarx, — or  ttctrssarus.  Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year; 
ud  hard  labor  after  not  exrvrdinjr  three  years. 

Second  conviction  oflaicenu  l*Jore  the.  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  conviction  ofUuee  distinct 
JwnmY*  tit  Vie  Mine  term.  ►Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  ,\cor  j  and  after  to  hard  labor  not  Icm> 
iLan  tLreu  nor  more  than  fif.citn  years. 

Larceny,  cwnittrd  in  the  night  time,  by  bieiikitig  and.  arteritis  any  shop,  warehmte,  Spc. 
sni  arrrxwrir*  Solitary,  not  more  Uian  ore  year  j  and  at  bard  labor  afterward*  not  more 
tan  fifteen  years. 

Entering  icitiund  breaking,  in  the  nigld  tint-:,  any  house,  shop,  &c.  tfte  owner  or  rccinmnt 
being  therein,  and  pid  in  fear,  and  accessaries.  Solitary,  not  more  llian  one  year  j  and  hard 
labor  Dot  more  than  ten  year*. 

larceny  in  Vie  day  time  in  any  dirt'Wng  house,  shop,  Sec.  Solitary,  Jtot  more  than  six 
snubs  \  and  hard  lal>or  not  more  than  live  years. 

Comxalitig  a  felon,  or  recriving  sUtU-n  goods.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months ;  and  hard 
hbor  after  not  more  than  three  years  j  or  by  fine  uol  exceeding  500  dollars j  and  eonfmemejil 
■  jamnw  jail  not  more  than  three  years. * 

mcond  conviction  for  receiving  stolen  good*.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  year  j  and  hard 
kbor  cot  1cm  than  inrce  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Perjury.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months  j  and  hard  lalx>r  not  less  than  two  nor 
■ate  than  fifteen  years. 

fcfcii n  tfinii  of  perjury.    Same  as  perjury. 

tndearoring  to  incite  to  perjury.    Solitary,  not  more  than  two  mouths  }  and  bard  lalnir  sol 
than  five  years. 
tmt  disguising  themselves,  arid  resisting  an  tffuxr,  or  obstructing  tiic  sjcecution  of  the. 
Fine,  not  lew  than  20  dollars,  nor  more  than  500  dollars  ;  and  imprisoned  in  common 
jsfl  mat  exceeding  one  year ;  and  bound  to  keep  the  pence  for  one  year  afterwards. 

Rgkting  a  dud  where  deatli  sluili  not  ensue,  or  cluillcngyig  to  a  duel  tiiough  no  duel  be 
fimgkt,  and  a  second-aider  or  abetter.  Punished  as  a  felonious  assaulter,  solitary,  not  more 
fee  ana  year ;  and  liard  labor  not  exceeding  twenty  years'  j  and  disqualified  from  lioldiug 
for  twenty  years. 

a challenge,  though  no  duel  ensue,  and  tliose  aiding  or  abetting.  Common  jail 
tuaa  ope  year j.  and  disqualified  from  holding  any  office  for  five  years. 
Law  of  1781.  Forfeiture  of  lands,  goods,  dec.  or  such  part  thereof  as  the  court  may 
determine  :  to  be  whipped  thirty-nine  stripes  on  the  naked  back,  at  the  public  whipping-post ; 
munim*H9a  in  common  jail  not  more  than  one  year  nor  less  than  six  months  :  ami  once  every 
Arc  months,  thirty-nine  stripes  on  the  naked* back.  Or,  by  the  law  of  1812,  the  court  may 
mpupm  to  solitary  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  montlis  ;  and  hard  labor 
■at  exceeding  five  years. 

%TU1X  or  deUronisuj  turnpike  gates.  Sec.  Forfeit  not  more  than  50  dollars  nor  less 
mm  five. 

Smiasmm.    Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year ;  and  hard  labor  after  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

JAftnH  Pujmnmeiit  by  law  of  178-1.  Set  upon  tlic  gallows  with  a  rope  about  die  neck, 
(be  rope  thrown  over  the  gallows,  for  the  space  of  one  hour ;  lie  publicly  whipped,  not 
ledieg  thirty -nine  stripe*:  be  imprisoned,  or  lined  ami  bound  to  good  behavior j  all  or 
of  these  punishments.  By  law  of  1812,  Chap.  131.  The  court  may  sentence  to  solitary 
iaement  not  more  than  three  months j  and  hard  labor  afterwards  not  exceeding  five  years. 

Pmfmgamy.    Same  as  adultery. 

tbrnication,  \fa  man.    Fine,  not  exceeding  £5,  nor  less  than  90  shillings ,  and  if  he  neg- 
lect to  pay  for  twenty-four  hours,  shall  be  whipped  not  exceeding  ten  stripes.    If  a  woman 
Hk,  aot" exceeding  £3,  nor  less  than  6  shillings j  and  if  payment  be  not  made  in  twenty- 
fear  hoars,  shall  be  committed  to  prison  for  a  term  not  more  than  ten  days  nor  less  Uian 
rmjtjf  Bmr  fcunri 

Blasphemy.    Be  law  of  1782.    Imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year ;  sitting  in  the  pillory  j 
ehjepiac  or  setting  on  the  gallows  with  a  rope  around  the  ueck.;  or  binding  to  good  behavior 
Qt/byfirw  of  181$,  Chap.  34,    SoUtary,  not  exceeding  three  months  j  and  hard  labor  after 
wards  not  more  than  five  years. 

D 
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Violating  the  sepulchres  ofthr  dead,  Spc.  Imprisonment  lor  a  term  not  exceeding  one  rw; 
or  fined  not  exceeding  1,CKJ0  dollars. 

Concealing  or  receiving ,  Ape.  fatman  bodies,  dug  up,  Spc.    Some  as  above. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Murder.    Death. 

Anon,  or  accessary  before  Utefact.    Death. 

Rape,  or  accessary  before  thejact.    Death. 

Robbery,  or  accessary  before  the  fact.    Death. 

Burglary,  or  accessary  before  fact.    Death. 

Treason.    Death. 

Sodomy,  or  accessary  before  fact*  first  offence.  Carried  to  the  gallows  in  cart,  and  seated  on 
the  gallows  not  more  than  three  hours,  and  thence  to  the  common  jail,  there  to  be  coDtinri 
not  more  than  three  years ;  ami  be  fined  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars. 

Second  offence.    Death. 

Forgery  of  notes,  certijfctites  or  ether  securities,  or  bank  bills,  or  accessary  before  foot  Sit 
in  the  pillory ;  while  there,  shall  have  a  piece  of  each  of  his  cars  cut  off}  shall  be  branded 
while  in  pillory  with  letter  ( > ;  shall  Ik*  imprisoned  not  more  than  six  years ;  and  shall  be 
fined  not  exceeding  4,000  dollars ;  or  any  or  all  of  said  punishments. 

Passing  forged  notes,  bank  Irilk.  \c.  or  accessary  Iwforefact.    Same  as  above. 

Bringing  into  State,  or  having  in  possession  forged  banK  notes  to  )>ms.    Same  as  above. 

Making  or  having  in  possession,  plates.  iyc.  for  forging.    Seme  as  above. 

Forgery  of  records,  obligations,  fyc.     Same. 

Counterfeiting  coin.    Same. 

Having  counterfeit  coin  in  possession,  with  intent  to  pass.    Same. 

Making  or  having  in  possession,  tools,  a\*c.  for  forging  coin.    Same. 

Perjury,  or  subornation  ofyerjwy.  Fine',  not  exceeding  1 .000  dollars ;  placed  in  pillory 
not  more  than  four  liours,  and  !>c  cropped  and  branded ;  and  be  imprisoned  not  more  this 
three  years ;  or  any  or  all  said  punishments. 

Inching  to  perjury,  though  it  be  not  committed.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500  dollars  ;*aud  in- 
prisoned  not  more  than  one  year. 

Bribery.  Fine,  not  exceeding  2,000  dollars  ;  and  imprisoned  not  more  than  two  yean; 
and  be  disqualified  from  holding  any  oftice  in  State. 

Voluntary  manslaughter.  Fine,  not  more  than  1,000  dollars*,  and  he  imprisoned  not  lees 
than  six  months  nor  more  than  two  years ;  and  find  security  for  good  behavior  afterwards. 

Cutting  out  tongue,  putting  out  an  eye,  slitting  nose,  fyc.  with  intent  to  maim  or  disfgure,  and 
all  accessaries  before  tlie  fact.  Fine,  not  less  than  50  nor  more  thou  2,000  dollars;  and  im- 
prisoned not  more  than  two  years. 

Duelling,  though  deatli  does  not  ensue.  Carried  publicly  in  a  cart  to  the  gallows,  with  a 
rope  about  liis  neck,  and  sit  thereon  for  one  lioux ;  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year  { 
or  either,  or  both. 

Horse  stealing 
value  thereof;  o 

not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  and  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  three  years;  and  whipped 
not  to  exceed  100  stripes. 

Accessaries  after  the  fact.  Fine,  not  more  than  500  dollars ;  and  imprisonment  not  more 
than  two  years. 

Rescuing  convicts  for  murder.  Fine,  not  exceeding  2,000  dollars ;  or  be  imprisoned  Ml  40 
exceed  five  years. 

Theft,  or  accessary  before  fact.  Shall  restore  die  property  stolen,  and  pay  the  full  valoe  to 
the  owner ;  and  in  case  the  property  l>e  not  restored,  shall  pay  double  tho  value,  and  be  fa*4 
not  exceeding  1,000 dollars;  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years;  and  be  whipped  not 
exceeding  fifty  stripes ;  or  any  or  ail  of  said  punishments. 

Conspiracy,  or  common  barratry,  or  embracery .  Fine,- not  exceeding  600  dollars;  and  im- 
prisoned not  more  than  six  months. 

Challenge  to  duel,  or  accepting  cliallenge,  or  aiding  or  abetting,  though  no  duel  btfongkL 
Same  as  ue  foregoing. 

Extortion.  Fine,  not  to  exceed  500  dollars ;  and  imprisonment  not  more  than  two  yesn» 
and  forfeit  to  the  party  aggrieved  twofold  damages. 

Obstruct  big  officers  in  uieir  duty.  Fine,  not  exceeding  200  dollars;  and  be  imprissned 
not  exceeding  one  year ;  either  or  "both. 

Adultery.    Fme,  not  exceeding  200  dollars ;  and  imprisonment  not  longer  than  sic  months. 

Fornication.    Fme,  not  more  than  5  dollars ;  and  imprisoned  not  more  than  5  days. 
Blasphemy.    Fine,  not  over  100  dollars ;  and  imprisonment  not  longer  than  two  months. 

Conveying  instruments  to  prisoners  to  enable  than  to  escape.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500  dnV 
lars :  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year. 

if  any  prisoner  escape  by  means  of  such  tools  furnished.  Shall  pay  all  sums  of  money  tat 
prisoner  stood  committed  for ;  and  suffer  all  the  pains  and  penalties  the*escaped  prismer 
would  be  liable  to;  unless  the  offence  was  capital, — in  which  case,  he  snail  be  fined  not  nor* 
than  $3fi00,  and  imprisoned  not  more  than  five  years. 

Comnct  escaping,  xf  retaken.    Shall  continue  in  prison  for  such  term  of  his  imprisntnaeal  ft) 


ur  uutu. 

f eating,  or  accessary  before  fact.    Shall  return  the  horse  to  ihe  owner,  and  pay  the 
eof ;  or  in  case  the  horse  is  not  restored,  shall  pay  double  the  value;  shall  be  inea 
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xpirod  at  the  time  of  his  escape ;  and  shall  undergo  such  additional  impriton- 
xtrt  may  see  fit  to  order,  not  exceeding  six  mouths. 

death  of  bastard  child,  w/iere  evident*  of  murder  does  not  exist,    fine,  not  ex- 

oilare ;  ami  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year :  either  or  both. 

Sit  on  the  gallows  oue  hour  with  a  rope  around  the  neck}  be  fined  not  exceed- 

irs  *,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years. 

fuses,  barns f  out  houses,  or  any  other  building,  the  burning  of  which  shall  not 

m  at  the  common  law.    Fine,  not  exceeding  5,000  dollars;  and  imprisonment 

five  years }  sit  in  the  pillory,  cropped  on  both  ears  while  on  the  pillory,  and  be 

letter  B. 

wks  of  corn,  hay,  grain,  Sf-c.    Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars  }  and  imprisoned 

one  year. 

warder,  rape,  rob.  or  commit  sodomy  or  burglary.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000 
mprisoned  not  more  than  two  year*. 

battery.    Fine,  not  more  than  100  dollars  }  and  imprisonment  not  more  than 
Mthcr  or  l>o(h. 

ting  or  dismembering  beasts  of  another.  Fine,  not  more  than  100  dollars}  and 
not  more  than  two  months ;  one  or  i>oth }  ana  pay  the  owner  treble  damages. 
it,  Ac.  Fine,  not  more  than  10  dollars,  if  convicted  before  two  justices  of  the 
>y  the  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  not  more  than  50  dollars }  and  be  impris- 
rceed  one  month ;  either  or  both }  and  pay  treble  damages  to  the  owner. 
u* any  free  person  unlaw fully  out  of  die  State.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dol- 
Tisonmenl  not  more  than  two  years.  Laws  of  Rhode  island,  published  in  1822, 
ward. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Death. 

of  treason.    Fine,  not  exceeding  #1,000}  awl  imprisonment  in  state  prison, 
seven  vears. 
>eath. 

tr.    Fine,  not  exceeding  $5/00 ;  and  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  or  state 
ire  than  three  years  nor  less  than  six  mouths. 
th  intent  to  take  life.    Death. 

ing  drath,  or  endangering  the  life  of  any  person.    Death. 
y  building  other  than  a  dwelling  hottse,  and  causing  death.    Death. 
tongue,  or  putting  out  the  eye,  fyc.  with  malice.    Death. 

maiming  any  limb  of  another,  witfi  intent  to  disfigure.    State  prison  for  life, 
etion  of  the  court, 
ith. 

male  thtid  under  ten.  State  prison  for  life,  or  such  term  of  time  as  the  court 
«. 

h  intent  to  rape.    Same  as  above. 
I  or  rob.    Same  as  above. 

ig  poison,  with  intent  to  kiU  or  produce  miscarriage.    Same  as  the  foregoing. 
Ity  ddixered  of  a  bastard  child.    Fine,  not  above  £160}  or  imprisonment  not 
»e  month*. 

( of  the  death  of  a  bastard  child.  To  set  on  gallows,  with  a  rope  about  her  neck, 
and  hound  to  good  behavior,  and  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one 
acrction  of  the  court. 

T.     Fine  of  5400.  . 

destroying  any  magazine  of  provision,  arms,  SfC.  of  the  State.  State  prison  for 
b  term  of  time  as  the  court  may  order. 

<te  house,  county  house,  court  funue,  town  house,  clutrch,  chapel,  4*c-  State  prison 
seven  years. 

blic  securities.    State  prison  not  exceeding  three  years. 
Stato  prison  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

State  prison  not  exceeding  three  years.  / 

burglary,  with  personal  abuse,  or  armed  with  any  dangerous  weapon.    Life  ia 

r  for  a  term  of  vears  not  less  than  raven. 

yre.  shop,  8cc.  mth  intent  to  commit  tiiefi.    State  prison  not  exceeding  three  yean 

lie  prison  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

isel,  office,  store,  sliop,  aj-c.    State  prison  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

t's  house,  to  defraud  underwriters.    Same  as  above. 

wssel.  to  defraud  underwriters.    Same. 

ftate  prison  not  exceeding  three  years}  and  double  damages  to  the  party 

ng  coin.    State  prison  not  exceeding  three  years. 
ymnterfeU  com.  with  intent  to  pass.    Same  as  above. 
nterfeU  bills,  Spc.    State  prison  not  over  three  years. 
lew  for  counterfeiting  bills.    Same. 
counterfeit  hilts,  with  intent  to  Jill  up,  or  past.    Same. 
dates  for  forging  bank  biUe.    Same. 
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Horse  Heating.  State  prison  not  exceeding  two  yean 5  and  shall  pay  the  owner  treble  (he 
value  of  the  bone. 

Bleating  from  the  person  at  afire.    State  prison  not  exceeding  five  yean. 

Stealing  from  the  person  to  the  amount  of  #20.    State  prison  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Breaking  and  stealing  from  a  building  tn  day  time.    Same. 

Simple  theft.  Shall  pay  treble  the  value  of  the  property  stolen,  and  farther  punished  by 
fine  not  exceeding  £7 ;  and  if  the  property  stolen  amount  to  #4,  snail  be  further  punished  by 
whipping,  not  exceeding  ten  stripes.  If  the  property  stolen  be  of  less  value  than  £4,  but  of 
value  of  $1,  if  the  offender  refuse  to  pay  the  fine,  shall  be  punished  by  whipping  as 
aforesaid. 

Receiving  and  concealing  stolen  goods.    Same  punishment  as  the  principal  or  thief. 

Perjury.  Fine,  #67;  and  state  prison  for  six  months;  and  disqualified  ever  alter  from 
testifying  in  conn.  (Altered  May  30, 1825.  So  that  the  confinement  in  state  prison  is  not  to 
exceed  two  years,  nor  be  less  than  six  months  ;  the  other  part  of  the  penalty  remaining  at 
it  was.) 

Subornation  of  perjury.    Some  as  perjury. 

Bribery.  Fine,  not  exceeding  #1,000;  and  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail,  not  exceed- 
ing two  yean ;  and  incapable  of  ever  after  holding  any  office  in  State. 

EmbetzHng  or  altering  any  record,  will,  deed,  Sfc.    Slate  prison  not  exceeding  seven  yean. 

Counterfeiting  public  seals.    Same  as  above. 

Effecting  escape  of  prisoners  in  state  prison.    State  prison  not  exceeding  six  years. 

Resistance  to  officers.  Fine,  not  exceeding  34  dollars ;  or  by  imprisonment  in  common  jail 
not  more  than  two  months ;  or  both. 

Sending  or  accepting  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel.  Fine  of  3,000  dollars ;  and  bonds  to  keep 
the  peace,  and  be  of  good  behavior  during  life;  and  disabled  from  ever  after  holding  any 
office. 

Delivering  a  challenge.    Same  as  above,  excepting  finding  sureties  for  good  behavior. 

Riot.    Fine,  not  exceeding  67  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  in  common  jail  net  exce 
six  months ;  or  by  both. 

Destroying  turnpike  property  in  the  night  season.  Fine,  not  exceeding  MX)  dollars;  and 
imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  more  than  six  month*. 

Breaking  icindotcs,  Afc.  in  the  nyrht  time.  Fine,  not  exceeding  lOOdollara;  or  imprison* 
ment  in  common  jail  not  exceeding  six  mouths ',  or  both. 

Sodomy.    State  prison  for  life. 

Bestiality.    The  same. 

Adultery.  Man,  in  state  prison ;  woman,  in  common  jail,  for  a  term  not  exceedhng  five  nor 
less  than  two  yean. 

incest.    Same  as  above. 

Bigamy.    Same  as  adultery. 

Fornication.    Fine,  7  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  in  common  jail,  for  the  term  of  one  month. 

Blasphemy.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars  ;  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year ;  and  bound  to  good  behavior. 

Disinterment  of  deceased  persons,  See.  Fiiie{  not  exceeding  500  dollars,  nor  less  than  M9 
dollars;  and  further  punished  by  confinement  in  common  jau,  not  more  man  twelve  nor  kss 
than  three  months. 

Second  conviction  of  any  crimel  when  sentenced  to  state  prison.  Not  exceeding  doubts  the 
term  to  which  liable  on  first  conviction. 

Third  conviction.  State  prison  for  life.  Laws  of  Connecticut.  Title  22.  p.  151.  Mm- 
vised  and  published,  A.  D.  1821 . 

Poor  debtors.    By  a  law  of  May,  18'iG,  no  female  can  be  imprisoned  for  debt 

NEW   JERSEY. 

Treason.    Death. 

Misprision  of  treason.  Confinement  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven  yean  5  or  fine  ant 
exceeding  1,000  dollars ;  or  both. 

Murder.    Death  :  and  the  court  may  order  the  l»ody  for  dissection.  , 

Mtinshmghter.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  and  imprisonment  to  hard  mbor  sot 
longer  man  three  years ;  either  or  Ixitli. 

Sodomy.    Fine,  and  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  twenty-omyean. 

Rap*-,  or  carnal  abuse  of  any  woman  child  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  those  aiding  €Hi 
abetting,  Sec.    Fine,  and  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  fifteen  yean. 

Polygamy.    Fine,  and  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  yean ;  or  either. 

Concealing  pregrhmcy,  when  the  cltild,  if  born,  would  be  a  bastard,  and  being  delivered  of  such 
child  in  secret.  Fine,  not  exceeding-  lOu  dollars ;  ami  solitary  confinement  in  cells  of  state 
prison  not  more  than  three  monllis  ;  either  or  both.     Supplementary  law  of  Dec.  1834. 

Concealing  tine  death  of  a  bantard  child,  Sfrc.    Fine,  not  exceeding  200  dollars;  andaofitnry 
imprisonment  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  more  than  three  mouths;  cither  or  both.     ~      ' 
mentary  law  of  Dec.  1824. 

Incest.    Fine,  not  exceeding  500  dollars ;  and  solitary  imprisonment  in  cells  sot 
four  and  a  half  months  ;  either  or  tx>th. 

Adultery.    Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six 

Fornication.    Fine,  14  dollars. 
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Pretending  to  exercise  witchcraft,  or  by  occult  science  to  discover  stolen  goods,  fyc.  Fine,  not 
ewvwhng' 50  dollars  ;  or  imprisonment  nl  hard  labor  not  more  than  three  mouth*  ;  or  both. 

Bl**phauy.  Fine,  not  exceeding  200  dollars j  or  imprisonment  at  liard  labor  not  more 
than  one  year ;  or  botli. 

Perjury,  ami  subormtiion  of  perjury.  Fino.  not  exceeding  800  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  nt 
fcarJ  labor  not  more  than  seven  years;  or  both;  and  rendered  incapable  of  testifying  till 
judemcui  he  reversed. 

Bnbery.  Fine,  not  exceeding  800  t'ollnrs ;  and  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  more  than 
fiv^years;  or  both  ;  and  forever  disqualified  from  holding  any  office  in  the  State. 

Extortion.  Fine,  w-t  more  than  -100  ilollars  ;  or  *n]'.iury  imprisonment  in  the  cells  of  state 
prrai  not  exceeding  six  mouths:  or  both.     Buppltmaitar'u  law.  of  Xov.  1«:'4. 

Embracery,  and  attempts  to  infiuemv  a  juror  or  fury  unlawfully  or  corrtqtthj.  Fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding :3Q0  dollars;  or  solitary  confiunineiit  in  the  cells  of  state  prison  not" excelling  three 
■oaths  ;  or  both.     Supplementary  Uv  of  lli2 1. 

A  juror  taking  an  ifle#tt  reward.  Fin*1,  not  exceeding  f>00  dollars ;  or  solitary  confinement 
in  cells  of  state  prison  not  more  than  six  months;  and  disqualified  to  serve  ever  after  as  ajury- 
edwl.     Supplementary  lotc  if  19H4. 

Ar+m.    Fine,  niutfolittiry  imprisonment  at  hard  latnir  not  exceeding  fifteen  vears. 

Horning  public  building*,  mills,  out  houses,  fyc.  and  aict*saries.  r  me,  ancf  imprisonment 
at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  vears ;  or  either. 

Sef*ing  jire  to  buildings,  with  wttnt  to  bum,  aiul  accessaries.     Fine,  and  solitary  imprison- 


meai  to  ban  I  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 
Dttrglary.     Fine,  and  solitary  imprison 


imprisonment  to  hard  labor  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
lenyear*. 

£artmat  under  6  dollars.  Fine,  not  e.xeeo<ling  30  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  to  hard  labor 
w*.  eirocding  one  year ;  either  or  l>oth. 

Lrt.-rmu.  above  6  dtAlars.  Fine,  not  exceeding  jOO  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  at  Jiard  labor 
■oc  cjcewdiofc  ten  years;  or  botli. 

R-?hi*ry.     Fine"  and  solitaiy  imprisonment  to  hard  lal>or  not  exceeding  fifteen  vears. 

As+uUltcith  intent  to  rob,  or'houxe  btrakiug  by  day,  with  intent  to  hill,  rob,  steal,  fyc.  Fine, 
■c-t  exceeding  500  dollars ;  or  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years ; 
vbtuh. 

Entering  duelling  house,  shop,  fyc.  ek/ter  by  diiy  or  night,  without  breaking,  with  intent  to 
kill.  mb.  ileal.  Src.  Fine,  not  exceeding  300  dollars  ;  or  Military  imprisonment  to  hard  labor 
an?  exceeding  five  vears  ;  or  both. 

Jferrortf*  or  apprentices  orer  14  years  of  age,  intrusted  with  money,  goods,  fy-.  by  their 
masters,  icho  shall  run  airay  with,  or  embezzle  the  same.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars ;  or 
».4iiarv  imprisonment  in  the  cells  at  state  prison  not  exceeding  six  mouths ;  or  lwth.  Supple- 
mewtai-u  lawoflKM. 

Ladders,  stealing  good  9  from  Oieir  lodging.  Fine,  not  exceeding  200  dollars ;  or  solitary 
CMDurment  in  cells  of  stale  prison  not  more  than  six  mouths ;  or  Iwth.    Law  cf  182 1. 

Siting  hills,  Itontls,  notes.  <W\  or  taking  tlurm  by  robbery.  Same  as  stealing  or  taking  by 
Nfcberv  other  good*  of  like  value. 

Stealing  deeds,  trills,  feast:*,  Utters  of  attorney,  Ac.  Sec.  or  taking  them  by  robbery.  Fine,  not 
exceed  mm;  000  dollar*  ;  or  imprisonment  at  hard  lalwr  not  exceeding  ten  yean  ;  or  both. 

tfimling  or  avoiding  records  wltereby  any  judgment  is  retxrscd,  and  those,  aiding  and  abet 


t  _  _         abetting. 

Fi£e,  uoTexcccding  ^,000  dollars ;  or'imprisoumenl  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven  years ; 

«rb<xb. 

fsune  iclirrr.  judgment.  Sec.  is  not  reversed.    Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  or  imprison- 
*s**t  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  four  yeurs;  or  both. 
forgery.    Fine,  and  solitary  imprisonment  at  hard  lal>or  not    exceeding  ten  years;  or 

omh. 

Acknowledging  fines,  rt*o\rri*s.  de*:ds.  bail  judgments,  Spc.  in  the  names  of  others,  not  privy 

ifctreto,  or  personating  others  as  bail.  Fine,  not  exceeding  7,000  dollars ;  or  solitary  imprison- 
ment at  hard  labor  not  more  than  seven  years. 

f'umg  any  fd*c  token  or  writing  to  obtain  money  or  gootls,  with  intent  to  cheat  or  defraud. 
Ftn"S  no*  exceeding  $1,000;  or,'  by  law  of  1824,  may  be  sentenced  to  solitary  imprisonment 
m  the  cell*  of  state  prison  not  exceeding  nine  mouths ;  or  both. 

Obstructvig  the  execution  of  process  by  any  sheriffs  coromr,  constable,  fyc.  Fine,  not  exceed - 
■v  800  dollars ;  or,  by  law  or  182-1,  solitary  imprisonment  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  more 
•jma  «  months ;  or  both. 

Sheriff*  and  other  officers,  guilty  of  voluntary  escapes  in  capitrf  cases.    Death. 

Voluntary  escape  in  cases  not  capital.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1  jOOO  dollars  ;  or  imprisonment 
*  bard  labor  not  more  than  three  years ;  or  both  ;  and  disqualification  for  any  office  forever 


of  persons  guilty  of  capital  crimes.    Death. 

in  crimispJ  cases,  not  capital,  and  in  all  cicil  cases.    Fine,  not  exceeding  $1,000,  or 
bxnruonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  three  years ;  or  both. 

Prisoner,  not  confined  for  a  capital  offence,  breaking  prison.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dol- 
lar* ;  or,  by  law  of  1824,  solitary  confinement  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  exceeding  nine 
■oalht;  ofbnth. 

primmer  in  jail  to  escape,  conveying  to  such  prisoner  any  dispose,  arms,  tools,  qc. 

D2 


276  PRISON   DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY. 

to  facilitate  his  escape,  or  assisting  pi  isoner  to  itcapcfi-om  an  offuxr.    Fine,  not  exceeding 
dollars  ;  or.  by  law  of  1821,  solitary  imprisonment  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  exceeding 
months ;  or  l>otb. 

Compounding  treason  or  otJiitr  crimes.  Fine,  not  exceeding  300  dollars ;  or,  by  law  of  1! 
solitary  confinement  in  cells  of  state  prison  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  months  *}  or  both 

Conspiracy  to  indict  any  person,  or  cause  lam  to  be  imlicted.    Fine,  not  exceeding  500  < 
lars;  or,  by  law  of  1824,  solitary  confinement  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  exceeding 
months  j  or  both. 

Kidnapping.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  n 
than  five  years ;  or  both. 

Cutting  out  tongue,  cutting  off,  or  slitting  nose,  tip,  ear,  fyc.  to  disfigure,  or  maim.    Fine, 
exceeding  1,000  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven  years  :  orboti 

Challenging  to  fight  a  duel,  though  no  duet  be  /ought,  or  knowingly  being  the  bearer  Oj 
clialknge,  or  in  any  way  aiding  or  abetting.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500  dollars  j  or  imprif 
menl  to  hard  labor  not  more  than  two  years ;  or  both. 

Fighting  a  dud,  where  death  does  not  ensue,  or  being  a  sccotui,  or  aiding  and  abetting  in  st 
duel.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars  ;  and  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  fi 
years  ;  or  both. 

Stealing  fruit  and  regetaUes.  or  pulling  up  and  destroying,  if  tfie  value  does  not  titeei 
dollars.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  in  the  common  mil  not  exceedi 
three  months ;  or  may  lie  whipped  thirty-nine  stnjKrs.  Ad  of  May  31,  1820,  and  by  tkk  < 
no  larceny  wider  20  dollars  can  be  pttnislted  by  snitctwe  to  state  prison. 

Maliciously  destroying  bonds,  deeds,  leases,  bills  of  exchange,  wills,  bank  bills,  $c.  Spc.  v 
intent  to  damage,  or  d> fraud.  Fine,  not  exceeding  800  dollars;  or  imprisonment  to  hard  lat 
not  exceeding  ten  years ;  or  both. 

Malicious  mischief  to  bridges,  houses,  horses,  cattle,  grain,  lumber,  Spc.  Fiue,  not  exceedi 
150  dollars;  or,  by  law  of  18&1,  solitary  imprisonment  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  exceedi 
six  mouths ;  or  both. 

Receiving  stolen  good*,  <!yc.  Fine,  not  exceeding  3,000  dollars ;  or  solitary  imprisonment 
cells  of  state  prison  not  more  than  nine  months ;  or  both.    Jxtw  of  18&. 

Concealment  of  burglary,  rubbery,  murder,  rape,  arson,  fyc.  Spc.    Fine,  not  exceeding  5 
dollars;  or  solitary  imprisonment  in  ceils  of  state  prison  not  more  than  nine  months; 
both.    Law  0/ 1824, 

Assault  and  battery.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars ;  and  imprisonment  not  to  exceed  s 
months.    Act  of  May,  1820. 

Offenders  sentenced  to  hard  labor,  and  escaping.  Such  additional  sentence  to  hard  tabsr 
the  court  before  whom  convicted  shall  direct. 

Second  conviction  of  manskutglder,  sottomy,  rape,  arson,  burglary,  robbery,  or  fnpr 
Death. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Murder  in  the  second  tbgree.  Fir>t  oi&Micc,  imprisonment  not  less  thou  four  nor  more  lb) 
twelve  years  ;  second  offence,  for  natural  lite. 

Manslaughter.  First  offence,  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  six  years ;  second  ofoe 
not  less  than  six  nor  more  than  twelve  years.  ** 

High  treason.    First  oflence,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  six  years ;  second  ofieoc 


not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Arson.     \  irst  onence,  not  less  than 


one  nor  more  than  ten  years ;  second  offence,  not  no 
than  fifteen  year*. 

Rape.    First  oflence,  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twelve  years.  -^ 

Burglary.  First  oflence,  not  less  Uian  two  nor  more  than  ten  years;  second  offence,0 
exceeding  fifteen  years. 

Sodomy.  First  oflence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  llian  five  years;  second  offence,  d 
more  than  ten  years. 

Forgery*  h fast  offence,  not  less  than  one  uor  more  than  seven  years ;  second  offence,  n 
exceeding  ten  years 

Robbery.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years ;  second  offence,  n 
less  than  twelve  years. 

May'iem.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years ;  second  oflence,  » 
more  thau  fourteen  years.  ^* 

Kidnapping.  Fiftt  oflence,  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  twelve  years ;  second  offa* 
for  twenty-one  years. 

Horse  stealing.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  four  years ;  second  oftnt 
not  more  than  seven  years. 

Perjury.  First  oflence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  yean ;  second  offence,  1 
more  than  eight  years.    Law  of  1C2L>. 

DELAWARE. 
Treason*    Death. 
Murder.    Death. 
Manslaughter,  first  degree.    Person  convicted  of,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  Wooy,  a 
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•kail  sinter  death.  Provided,  however,  that  the  person  so  couvicled,  shall  forthwith,  after 
inch  conviction,  pray  ol"  the  justices  in  open  court,  llie  benefit  of  this  act,  then  the  court  shall 
order  that  the  person  so  convicted  shall  pay  a  fine  not  less  than  200  dollars,  nor  inure  than 
1,000  dollar*  5  and  suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Second  offence.  Fuie,  not  less  than  400  dollars,  nor  more  than  C,000  dollars ;  and  iuipn%on- 
■ant  not  exceeding  four  years. 

MunsLiughUr,  second  lUgree.  Death  j  with  the  same  proviso  as  lor  manslaughter  of  the 
first  degree,  only  that  the  tine  shall  not  be  less  than  100  dollars,  nor  more  than  1,000  dollars ; 
and  the  term  of imprisonment  shall  not  exceed  oue  year. 

A**utJtf  villi  intent  to  murder.  Fine,  not  less  than  500  dollars  nor  more  than  6,000  dollars ; 
sHaii  be  set  ui  the  pillory  for  one  liour  ;  shall  suffer  imprisonuieut  for  a  tenn  not  exceeding 
two  years  ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  such  imprisonment,  shall  be  sold  as  a  servant 
far  a  term  not  hiss  than  oue  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Wilfully  administering  poison.  Fine,  not  less  thau  500  dollars  nor  more  than  10,000  dol- 
lars; set  on  the  pillory  tor  one  hour;  publicly  whipped  ou  the  bare  back,  sixty  lashes,  well 
bid  on ;  be  imprihonod  not  exceediug  four  years ;  and  afterwards  bo  sola  as  a  servant  not 
txceediiig  fourteen  years. 

Msliciously  maiming,  and  by  lying  in  writ.  Fine,  not  exceeding  2,000  dollars  nor  less  than 
400  dollars;  whipped  on  the  bare  back,  sixty  lashes,  well  laid  on;  be  imprisoned  not  cxcccd- 
■g  two  years;  and  afterwards  sold  as  a  vervain  not  less  than  four  years  nor  more  than 
Kven  years. 

Without  lying  in  wait.  Fine,  not  less  than  200  dollars  nor  more  than  2,000  dollars ;  and 
ke  imprisoned  not  less  than  three  inontlis  nor  more  than  one  year. 

Rjpe.     Death. 

A*s  suit,  irtiJt  intent  to  ntrish,  or  shall  cantdly  abuse  a  fenuxle  child  under  10  years  of  age. 
Fine,  not  less  than  £400  nor  more  than  £5,000 ;  set  on  the  pillory  one  hour ;  punliclv  whip- 
ped, on  the  bare  back,  sixty  lashes,  welllaid  on ;  and  sutler  imprisonment  not  more  liuui  two 
years j  and  afterwards  be  sold  as  a  servant  not  exceeding  fourteen  years. 

Burglary.    Death. 

Breaking  into  any  office  where  records  are  kefd,  in  tlie  night  time,  to  purloin,  alter,  injure,  Spc. 
Fine,  not  exceediug  £5,000  nor  less  than  £500  j  whipped  publicly  on  the  bare  back,  thirty- 
we  lashes,  well  laid  on;  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  one  year;  and  afterwards  sold  to 
•nice  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

Breaking  house,  4*c.  in  day  time,  or  trithout  breaking,  either  by  day  or  night,  brctting  and 
entering  by  night,  any  shop,  uurelwuse,  Sec.  to  commit  ant/ felony.  Set  in  pillory  for  one  hour  j 
publicly  whipped  ihirty-uiiie  lashes  on  the  bare  l»ack.  wen  laid  on ;  be  imprisoned  not  exceedi- 
ng one  year ;  and  afterwards  sold  to  service  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
■even  years;  and  if  goods.  Ace.  were  taken,  shall  pay  fourfold  their  value,  unless  such  goods 
are  returned. 

Arson,  burning  any  dwelling  house,  court  house,  or  any  office  in  which  public  records  are  kept. 
Death. 

Burning  otlier  buildings,  vxssels,  fyc.  Fine,  not  less  than  #500  nor  more  than  £f>j000 ;  and 
when  a  building  or  other  property  is  destroyed,  shall  pay  the  owner  fourfold  the  value ;  shall 
be  Mi  on  the  pillory  one  liour  ;  publicly  whipped  on  the  tare  back,  not  exceeding  sixty  lashes, 
well  laid  oft ;  l>e  imprisoned  not  more  than  two  years ;  and  afterwards  sold  to  service  for  a 
term  not  less  than  four  nor  more  than  fourteen  years. 

Burning  building  by  the  owner,  to  defraud  underwriters.  Shall  lie  fined  in  sum  of  four  times 
(be  amount  of  insurance ;  and  sold  as  a  servant  for  a  term  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than 
*»«i  years. 

Burning  grain,  hay,  boards,  fyc.  Fine,  not  exceeding  £3.000 ;  publicly  whipped  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty-nine  lashes ;  and  sold  ns  a  servant  for  a  term  not  exceeding  four  years. 

Attempting  to  burn  any  building,  grain,  hay.  lumber,  fyc.  Fine,  not  exceeding  £5,000 ; 
•hippca  not" exceeding  thirty-nine  lashes  -}  and  sold  as  a  servant  not  exceeding  four  years. 

Kidnapping,  or  assisting  to  kidnap.  Fine,  not  less  than  £1,000  nor  more  than  £2,000  j  set 
on  pillory  one  hour ;  whipped  sixty  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  well  laid  on  j  solitary  confine- 
atnt  in  prison  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  years $  and  afterwards  sold  as  a  ser- 
vant to  the  highest  bidder  for  seven  years. 

Second  offence.    Death. 

Robberyon  or  near  tlw  highway,  or  in  dwelling  house.  Fine,  not  less  than  jjl.000  nor  more 
(bail  £5.000 ;  set  on  the  pillory  one  hour ;  sixty  lashes  on  hare  hack,  well  hud  on ;  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  four  years ;  and  afterwards  sold  as  a  servant  for  fifteen  years. 

If  committed  in  anu  other  place  other  than  as  above.  Finn,  not  less  than  £500  nor  more  than 
|2jU00 ;  pillory  one  hour ;  thirty-nine  lashes  on  bare  back ;  imprisonment  not  more  than  two 
years ;  and  afterwards  sold  as  a  servant  for  ten  years. 

Assault,  tcilh  intent  to  rob.  Fine,  not  less  than  £200  nor  more  than  £1 ,000 ;  whiwjcd  thirty- 
line  lashes  on  the  bare  back ;  shall  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  two  years ;  ana  afterwards 
•old  to  service  Hot  four  years. 

Stealing  stare,  hnrst,  ass,  or  nude,  breaking  or  picking  any  lock,  and  feloniously  stealing 
goods,  money  or  effects,  Sfc.  Shall  pay  fourfold  to  the  owner  if  goods,  &c.  are  not  restored, 
•jkI  twofold  if  restored  ;  set  on  pillory  one  hour;  whipped  on  the  hare  back  thirty-nine  laslies ; 
•ad  mid  to  service  for  seven  years. 

Disposing,  or  offering  to  dispose  of  any  horse,  ass,  or  mule,  stolen  in  smother  Sta'r.    I  !i..!l 
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forfeit  nnd  pay,  if  a  disposal  bos  been  effected,  four  limes  the  sum  for  which  said  horse,  4c*. 
was  sold  or  exchanged,  to  the  parson  to  whom  such  sale  was  made  ;  publicly  whipped,  Ice. 
thity-uinc  lashes ;  aud  imprisonment  not  more  ihau  two  years. 

Buying  or  receiving,  knowing  tlum  to  be  stolen,  any  s&ve,  /torse,  cm.  fa.  Forfeit  and  pay 
to  the' owner,  unless  such  property  be  restored,  fourfold  the  value,  and  in  case  the  property  it 
restored,,  twofold  the  value  ;  whipped,  &c.  thirty -nine  lashes  ;  and  sold  to  service  lor  Severn 
years. 

Larceny,  in  stealing  goods,  bank  notes,  fa.  fa.    Shall  pay  to  the  owuer  fourfold  the  value 
if  restoration  of  goods,  6tc.  be  not  made ;  if  restored,  twofold  the  value ;  whipped,. Sec.  twenty 
one  lashes ;  and  to  wear  for  six  montlu  afterwards  a  Roman  T  of  a  scarlet  color,  on  his  out- 
side garment  on  the  back,  between  the  shoulders,  said  T  to  be  not  less  than  four  inches  long 
and  one  inch  wide. 

Second  offence.  Pay  to  the  owner  as  on  first  offence ;  whipped  thirty-nine  ladies ;  .vet  in  the 
pillory  one  hour ;  and  sold  to  service  for  a  term  not  less  than  one  year,  nor  more  than  seven 
years. 

Buying  or  receiving  stolen  goods,  knowing  them  to  be  such.  Pay  to  the  owner  as  in  the  two 
last  cases ;  whipped  twenty-one  lashes ;  wear  for  six  mouths  the  Roman  letter  R,  as  directed 
in  regard  to  letter  T,  for  larceny. 

Second  offence.  Pay  to  the  owner  as  U'forc ;  whipped  thirty-nine  lashes ;  stand  in  pillory 
one  hour  j  awl  sold  to  service  not  less  than  one  year  uor  more  than  seven  years. 

Perjury,  or  subornation  of  perjury.  Fine,  not  less  thau  £500  nor  more  than  £2,000}  set 
on  the  pillory  one  hour ;  and  sold  to  service  not  less  than  four  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Forcing  bank  notes  or  other  instruments,  affecting  banks,  or  passing  or  attempting  to  vast 
such  false,  or  forged  notes.  Fine,  not  less  than  £500  nor  more  than  £2,000  ;  set  on  nUlory 
one  hour ;  solitary  imprisonment  nut  exceeding  three  montlb ;  and  wear  ou  the  outside  gar- 
ment t>ciwecn  the  shoulders,  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years,  the  letter 
F,  hot  less  than  six  inches  long  and  two  inches  wide,  the  F  to  be  of  a  scarlet  color. 

Making  plates  or  instruments  for  counterfeiting  bank  bills,  or  having  such  plates,  fa.  M 
possession  with  intent  to  use,  or  /taring  in  possession  any  mi  finis/ted  or  bank  bills,  witlt  intent  to 
finish  or  fll  up,  fa.  Fine,  not  less  than  £500  nor  more  than  £4,000  ;  pillory  one  hour: 
whipped  thirty-niuc  lashes;  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years;  and  to  wear  the  F, 
(mentioned  above,)  not  less  than  five  years  afterwards. 

Forging  promissory  note,  order,  receipt,  bill  of  exchange,  will,  deed,  fa.  fa.  or  uttering, 
musing,  or  attempting' to  pass.  Fine,  not  lens  than  £500  nor  more  than  #2,0)0;  pillory  one 
nour ;  solitary  imprisonment  for  three  months ;  and  wear  the  letter  F,  (as  stated  above,)  for 
a  term  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years  afterwards. 

Counterfeiting  public  seals,  or  /taring  tltem  in  possession  with  intent  to  use,  and  concealing 
them,  or  miLiufully  and  corruptly  affix  a  true  seal  to  any  instrument  or  writing.  Pine,  not  ex- 
ceeding #1,000;  and  imprisonment  not  less  than  six  months  uor  more  than  two  years. 

For^.  ing,  altering,  embezzling,  or  destroying  public  records.  Fine,  not  less  than  £500  nor 
more  than  £-1,000 ;  solitary  imprisonment  for  tlree  montlis  *,  and  wear  the  letter  F,  (as  be- 
fore mentioned,)  not  less  than  five  years  afterwards. 

Duelling,  giving  or  accepting  a  challenge,  carrying  nr  delivering  such  challenge,  engaging 
in  and  fighting  a  duel,  or  bting  a  second  wlnlher  the  duel  take  place  or  not,  or  shall  be  any  was 
concerned  in  aiding  or  encouraging.  Fine,  £1,000;  imprisonment  three  months;  and  forever 
disqualified  from  holding  any  office  in  tho  State. 

Riot.  Fine,  not  less  than  £20  nor  more  tluui  £200 ;  and  may  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
six  months. 

Barratry.    Fine,  not  less  than  £.50  nor  more  than  £-100. 

Bigamy.  Fine,  not  less  than  £400  nor  more  than  £2,000 ;  imprisonment  not  less  than 
three  mouths  nor  more  than  one  year. 

Sodomy.  Fine,  £1,000;  solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  years;  and  whipped 
publicly  sixty  lashes  on  bare  back,  well  laid  on. 

Pretending  to  exercise  witchcraft,  conjuration,  fortune-telling,  fa.  Publicly  whipped  twenty* 
one  lashes;  and  tine  not  exceeding  £100. 

Adultery.    Fine,  £100. 

MARYLAND. 

Treason.  Death,  by  hanging ;  or  confinement  to  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary  not  lets 
than  six  nor  more  than  twenty  years. 

Insurrection  or  rebellion  by  free  negroes,  mulattocs,  or  slaves,  and  by  white  persons  with  them. 
Death,  by  hanging. 

Consulting,  conspiring,  fa.  by  such  free  negroes,  fa.  and  by  white  persons  with  them,  te 
raise  insurrection  and  rebellion.  Confinement  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  six  nor  mora 
than  twenty  years. 

Counterfeiting  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  or  of  any  court,  or  any  other  public  seal,  or  using 
the  same,  or  stealing  any  of  them,  or  being  in  possession  and  wilfully  concealing  them.  Peni- 
tentiary not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Forging  and  counterfeiting  any  gold  or  silver  coin,  current  in  the  Stale,  or  falsely  uttering 
the  same,  or  aiding  therein.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  four  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Murder t  of  the  first  degree,  and  aiding.    Death,  by  hanging. 
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Jfci/Li ,  of  the  axons*  degree,  and  aiding.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  yean  nor  more 
an  eighteen  years. 

Mumamghter.    Penitentiary  not  more  than  ten  years. 

Mayhem,  tarring  and  feathering,  or  aiding.    Penitentiary  not  more  than  ten  years. 

Cutting  out  tongue,  oHtting  nose,  putting  out  an  eye,  Src.  to  maim  or  disfigure.  Penitentiary 
not  less  man  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Rapt,  or  being  accessary.  Death,  by  hanging ;  or  confinement  in  penitentiary  not  less  than 
oat  nor  more  loan  twenty-one  years. 

Carnal  knowledge,  and  abuse  of  any  female  under  ten  years  old.    Same  as  rape. 

Sodomy.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Assault,  to  rob,  murder,  or  rape.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Kidnapping.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Arson.  Death,  by  hanging j  or  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  years  nor  more  than  twentv 
jaws. 

Wilfully  burning  any  mill,  distillery,  or  any  out  house,  not  being  parcel  of  a  dwelling  Itouse, 
or  burning  any  stack  of  hay.  Sfc.  or  aiding.  Death,  by  hanging  j  or  penitentiary  not  less 
tan  three  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Wilfully  burning  any  ship  or  vessel.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twelve 
yean. 

Burglary,  or  accessary  before  tlte  fact.  Restoration  of  property  or  paying  the  value  j  and 
penitentiary  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Breaking  dwelling  house  in  the  day  time,  or  a  storehouse,  SfC.  in  tlte  day  or  night,  with  intent 
to  commit  murder  or  felony,  or  aiding.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Breaking  into  a  shop,  arc.  though  not  contiguous  to  or  used  with  the  mansion  house,  ana  steal' 
mg  money  or  goods,  to  the  value  of  one  dollar  or  upwards,  or  being  accessary.  Restoration  or 
uanueut  of  the  value  j  and  penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Simple  larceny  to  the  value  of  £5  ana  upwards,  or  accessary  before  the  fact.  Restoration  or 
pavment  of  the  value  ;  and  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  tluui  fifteen  years. 

snobbery,  or  accessary  before  the  fact.  Restoration  or  payment  of  the  value  $  and  peniten- 
tivr  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Horse  stealing,  or  accessary  before  or  after  the  fact.  Restoration  or  payment  of  the  value ; 
aidpenitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  fourteen  years. 

hmmeiouslv  stabbing,  killing,  or  destroying  any  horse,  mule,  ass,  SfC.  not  the  property  of  the 
serum.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  four  years. 

cteaSng  a  vessel,  or  slave,  or  being  accessary.  Restoration  or  payment  of  the  value  j  and 
penitentiary  not  more  than  twelve  years. 

Stealing' personal  goods  under  the  value  of  $5,  or  breaking  into  a  shop,  6}c.  not  contiguous 
Is,  or  used  with  any  mansion  house,  and  steahng  money,  Jfc.  under  the  value  of  $1.  Restora- 
tion or  payment  of  the  vara*  j  and  penitentiary  not  less  than  three  months  nor  more  than 
eaereaT. 

Robbery  or  larceny  of  a  bond,  fee.  for  payment  of  money,  will,  bank  note,  Src.  Same  at 
robbery  or  larceny  of  goods,  chattels,  &c. 

Reviving  stolen  money,  goods,  Sec.  Restoration  or  payment  of  the  value ;  and  penitentiary 
aat  less  than  three  months  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Employing  an  artist  to  engrave,  or  being  concerned  in  engraving  any  plate  in  imitation  of 
bank  notes,  Jfc.  or  striking  impressions  therefrom,  or  fixing  fraudulent  or  forged  signatures,  or 
sang  concerned  m  altering  or  forging  any  bunk  note,  or  kntnoingly  passing  the  same,  or  passing 
os  genuine  a  note  purporting  to  be  of  a  bank  which  does  not  exist.  Penitentiary  not  less  than 
fre  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Btoond  offence  for  passing  counterfeit  bills,  Src.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  tea  years  nor 
■ore  than  twenty. 

Forging  any  deed,  will,  bond,  receipt,  Sfc.    Same  as  above. 

Forging  the  Maryland  brand  on  any  hogshead  or  cask  of  tobacco.  Penitentiary  not  less  than 
two  nor  more  than  four  years. 

Bigamy.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  nine  years. 

Keeping  gaming  tables,  (except  billiard  tables,)  or  banks,  with  permission  to  bet  against  them, 
asrf  strolling  about  and  deriving;  support  from  horse-racing  or  gaming.  PcnitenUary  uot  less 
fan  three  months  nor  more  than  two  years. 

Any  person  apprehended  hating  on  him  a  pick-lock,  SfC.  with  intent  to  break  into  any  house,  Sec. 
or  any  weapon  with  intent  feloniously  to  assault ;  or  found  in  or  about  the  same,  with  intent  to 
ami.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  three  months  nor  more  than  two  years. 

Wilful  importation  by  any  commander  of  a  vessel,  from  any  foreign  country,  of  any  felon 
convict  or  slave  ;  or  bringing  into  the  State,  by  any  person,  by  land  or  water,  from  anyforeigji 

urntru.  anu  nesrro  or  mulatto,  with  intent  to  uisvose  of  such  nesro  or  mulatto  as  a  slave.    Pern- 


or, any  negro  or  mulatto,  with  intent  to  dispose  of  such  negro 
tiiuary  not  less  than  one  year  nor  moro  than  five  years. 

Perjury  or  subornation  of  perjury.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Embezzling,  steahnsr,  rasing,  Sec.  any  will,  patent,  deed,  Sec.  record  or  parcel  thereof  tcfiert- 
by  any  right  may  be  defeated.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Forginsr  or  counterfeiting  any  commission,  patent  or  pardon,  or  any  warrant  whereby  money 
mm  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  or  being  Knowingly  concerned  in  printing,  writing,  Sp.  any 
such  forged  warrant,  with  intent  to  defraud.  Penitentiary  not  leas  than  two  nor  more  than 
lea  vears. 
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Any  Judge,  or  other  person,  concerned  m  the  administration  of  justice,  fating  an  illegal  f re, 
g\fi.  or  reward,  to  influence  his  behavior  in  office,  and  every  person  /riving  mtcnfee,g\fty  ipc. 
malt  be  deemed  guilty  of  bribery.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twelve  vean. 

Embracery,  by  procuring  a  Juror  to  take  gain  or  profit  for  his  verdict,  and  the  taking  it  by  a 
Juror.  Penitentiary  not  lew  than  one  nor  more  than  six  yean;  and  disqualification  from 
serving  uu  a  iury  ever  oiler. 

MVujully  burning,  or  conspiring  to  burn  any  court  house,  prison,  office.  See.  or  amy  church, 
college,  Ife.  or  market  liouse,  or  aiding  therein.  Death,  by  hanging;  or  penitentiary  not  more 
than  fifteen  yean. 

Wilfully  and  maliciously  burning,  or  conspiring  and  attempting  to  burn  onu  public  arsenal, 
magazine,  or  military,  or  naval  stores,  ships,  Sec.  Death,  by  hanging';  cr  penitentiary  not  lea 
than  three  nor  more  tWi  ten  yean. 

Fighting  a  duel,  and  killing  an  antagonist,  cr  wounding  him  so  that  lie  shall  die  thereof 
withtn  twelve  months  and  a  day,  and  aiding  and  abetting.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor 
more  than  eighteen  yean. 

Challenging,  or  accepting  a  challenge  to  a  duel.  Declared  incapable  ever  after  of  holding 
any  office  civil  or  military  in  the  State. 

Stealing,  cutting  away,  Src.  any  buoy  in  the  Clusapeake  or  Petapsco,  legally  placed  therein, 
and  those  aiding  and  altdtmg.    Penitentiary  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

Free  persons  enticing  slaves  to  run  atcau.    Penitentiary  not  more  than  six  yean. 

In  regard  to  the  crimes  of  adultery  and  fornication,  by  the  law  of  1715,  the  punishment  for 
adultery  was  £3,  or  1200  pounds  of  tobacco ;  and  for  fornication  £l :  10*.,  or  600  poundi 
tobacco. 

The  persons  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  as  aforesaid  may  be  sentenced  by  the  court  to 
solitary  confinement  for  a  term  of  time  not  exceeding  one  half  nor  less  than  one  twentieth  pari 
of  the  whole  term  of  sentence. 

VIRGINIA. 

Treason.    Death,  by  hanging. 

Stares  conspiring  to  rebel,  or  to  murder  any  free  person.    Death. 

Free  persons  advising  or  conspiring  witli  a  slave  in  rcMlion  or  murder.    Death. 

Stealing  or  selling  a  free  person  for  a  stare.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  ncr  mere  'fc"r 
lenvcars. 

Stealing  a  slave.    Penitentiary-  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  eiglit  yean. 

Murder,  of  the  first  degree.    Death. 

Murder  of  second  degree.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  yean  nor  more  than  eighteen  jean 

Robbery,  or  accessary  before  the  fact.  Restoration  or  payment  ;  and  penitentiary  not  hn% 
than  five  nor  more  than  ten  yean. 

•  Burglary.    Same  as  robbery. 

Manslaughter.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  yean ;  and  giv*  bonds 
for  good  behavior  for  such  time  as  the  court  may  order. 

Maiming,  by  cutting  out  the  tongue,  putting  out  the  eye,  &c.  a}c.  a/c.  and  aiding  therein. 
Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  man  ten  years ;  ami  fine  not  exceeding  $1,000. 

Killing  a  person  in  <i  duel.    Shall  be  considered  a  murderer,  and  &hai)  softer  death* 

Cltallenging  to  a  duel,  or  accepting  a  cluiUenge.    Forovcr  diftquaiitiud  for  office. 

Rape,  or  accessary.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty-one  yean. 

Rape  by  a  slave.    Death. 

Carnnlht  knowing,  or  abusing  a  female  child  wider  ten  years  of  age,  or  accessary  be/oft  At 
fact.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  yean. 

Sane  by  a  slave.    Death. 

Store  attempting  to  ravish  a  white  woman.    Castration. 

linggenj  with  man  or  beast.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  yean, 

•  Same  by  a  slaw.    Death. 
Arson.     Death. 

Aeeessaries  to  arson.  If  a  free  person,  penitentiary  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty- 
one  years.     If  a  slave,  death. 

Wilfully  setting  fire  to  any  house  in  a  town,  by  night  or  day.    Death. 

M'ificiously,  hij  night  vr  ttatj,  setting  fire  to  any  barn,  shop,  staJtle,  stark  of  telteat,  com,  Jr. 
or  aiding  and  abetting.  Pay  all  damages ;  and  penitentiary  or  jail  not  less  than  two  nor  mors 
than  live  years. 


WitfuGu  burning  any  house  or  houses,  other  than  those  before  enumerated,  either  by  night  or 
by  day.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  year*. 

C1I    '  .1."     .1  .  •      .  .  ...  .  •'    _  


...  .  --,     .         ¥l    ..-  ---  -, ,y  goods,  chattels,  Ac.  or 

anting  ana  at* (tin*.     Penitentiary  not  le.«s  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  yean. 

If  by  a  slave.     Death. 

Keeping  a  Faro  Bank,  E  O  Table,  Sec.  or  suffering  them  to  be  used  on  the  premises  of  any 
xnnholder.  fc.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  two  yean ;  and  fine  not 
exceeding  #500.  J 

Foirili/e  abduction  and  marriage.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Unl-iwfully  hiking  aicay  from  parent  or  guardian  any  female  under  ten  years.  Imprison- 
ment not  more  than  two  year?. 
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Taking  away  and  deflowering  such  mca'd  or  woman  child.    Imprisonment  five  years. 
^Pff?  ***  subornation  of  perjury.    Fine,  not  exceeding  $1,000;  imprisonment  one  year  x 
forfeiture  of  an v  office  of  honor  or  profit  which  he  may  hold  3  and  be  forever  incapable  or 
holding  toy  office  in  the  State. 

J*ror}  excepting  a  bribe.  Fine,  not  less  than  ten  times  the  amount  or  value  of  the  bribe 
uken;  imprisoned  six  months;  and  be  subject  to  the  same  disabilities  as  in  case  of  perjury. 

Embracery,  or  procuring  a  Juror  to  accept  a  bribe.    Fine,  a*  iu  the  case  of  a  juror ;  im 
prisomnent  twelve  months  j  ana  the  same  disabilities. 

Forgery  of  current  coin,  or  bank  nates,  or  aiding  in  such  forgery,  witli  intent  to  injure  or 
defraud,  or  passing  or  offering  to  pass  such  counterfeit  coin  or  bank  notes,  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud.   Penitentiary  ncilcss  man  ten  nor  more  than  twenty  years. 

Forging  or  procuring  to  be  forged,  or  keeping  and  concealing  any  instrument  for  the  pur- 
pose *f forging  coin,  bank  notes.  fa.,  or  the  seal  of  any  banking'company,  or  any  public  official 
sssL  When  against  a  banking  company,  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifteen 
year*.  When  in  relation  to  anv  other  public  seal,  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than 
•eaTears. 

Forgery  of  anv  check,  post  note,  or  order  on  anv  bank,  fa.,  or  obtaining  or  attempting  to  ob- 
tain money,  fa.,  by  means  of  such  forged  check,  fa,  or  aiding  tlvrein.  Tciiitcnliary  not  less 
uun  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Forgery  of  any  land  warrant,  or  oilier  warrant,  issued  by  the  State  or  U.  8.,  or  any  bill  of 
credit,  record,  deed,  will,  note,  bond,  fa.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten 


Fcrging  or  counterfeiting  the  brand  or  mark  of  any  inspector  of  tobacco,  or  exporting  tobacco 
with  such  forged  brand  or'  mark,  with  intent  to  defraud.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor 
■ore  tban  icn  yean. 

Voluntarily  destroying  or  concealing  any  codicil  or  will,  or  aiding  tlierein.    Same  as  the 
foregoing. 
AsLny  committing  any  of  the  aforesaid  forgeries.  fa.    Death. 

Obtaining  money  or  goods  by  false  tokens.    Imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year j  and 
nuing  in  the  pillory. 
Horse  stealing,  or  accessary.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 
If  by  a  slave.    Death. 

Buyers  or  receivers  of  stolen  horses,  knowing  them  to  be  such,  ttnd  accessaries.  Penitentiary 
sol  iett  than  six  months  nor  more  than  four  years.    If  a  slave,  Death. 

Embezzling,  or  stealing  and  taking  away  any  record,  writ,  rtturn,  process,  tcarrant.  fa.  of 
—9 court.  Ira  slave,  death.  If  by  a  free  person,  penitentiary  nut  less  than  one  nor  more 
than  ten  years. 

Grand  larceny,  or  where  the  value  of  property  creeds  $\Q.  Restoration  of  goods  or  pay- 
meat  of  the  value  j  ami  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three  years. 

P*it  larcenu.  or  under  ten  dolhtrs.     First  offence,  restoration  or  payment,  and  confinement 
La  the  county  jail  not  less  than  one  nor  more  tlta.ii  t»ix  months ;  ami  fed  ou  low,  coarse  diet,  as 
ecnvicis  are  ted  in  the  penitentiary,  ami  furnished  bv  slrijx»s  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to 
ae  inflicted  at  one  time  or  different  times,  |»rovideif  that  no  more  than  thirty-nine  stripes  be 
indicted  at  any  one  time. 
Petit  larceny,  second  offence.    Penitentiary  not  less  tlian  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 
Persons  having  been  ontr  sentnuyd  to  the  jtenihyttiiiry  for  an  offmce,  if  afterword*  i  onvicted 
of  any  oilier  offence,  of  which,  being  convicted,  would  subject  them  to  conJineinaU  in  the  peniten- 
tiary for  a  term  not  less  tJumfiir  years.     Inipriw>niiuiiil  lor  lift). 

Any  person  after  baring  hetti  twict  befoie  coinirted  unit  nentenn-d  to  tlie  jvnitentiary,  who 
*)kiil  be  a  Oiird  time  ennricted  and  scntenctil.    imprisonment  for  lift-. 

My  a  law  of  March,  18^1,  pel-Nous  convicted  of  oil'c.iccs  which  by  any  existing  law  would 
NCjert  them  to  imprisonment  in  the  |>enitentiary  $<r  lift-,  are  to  be'  punched  with  d<>uih  by 
aaa^iu^.     Thi-»  law  was  to  take  elfeci  after  the  tirM  of  Mny,  <A  the  «*aiii«  year. 

A  great  variety  of  laws  for  the  punishment  of  slaves  and  of  |»cmoii*  of  color,  for  various 
*dr.-.r*>f  arc  not  trafiMMibed. 

Person?  sentence' I  to  the  penitentiary  are  bv  law  to  sutler  solitary  confinement  f<ir  a  term 
"flane  not  Jess  tban  one  eighth  nor  more  tluui  one  half  til  die  tenu  of  tvnicnce.  This  confine- 
ment to  be  at  convenient  intervals  of  time,  reserving  always  three  months  to  be  inriVted  im- 
&ied;alclv  preceding  their  discharge.  Hut  the  «4iperint«-ndt'nt  may,  if  the  physician  skill  judge 
L£  health  «if  the  convict  require  it,  remove  any  convict  from  the  Military  cell. 

Wilfully  setting Ji re  to  or  burning  hrulge  of  the  value  of  #1UU.     Penitentiary  not  less  than 
tua.  lit*-  more  than  urn  years.    If  a  slave,  Death. 
D'strvsCion,  or  wilful injury  of  a  canal,  and  its  nppurl'-nances.     Same  as  tlie  foregoing. 
A'uMerii.     Fine,  JjIJD. 
Furtii&ition.     Fin«».  $\0. 

Riot.     Imprisonment  and  fine,  as  determined  by  a  jury  before  whom  trial  may  be  hail. 
Corupirficy  to  iwocure  an  indutment  against  anotlwr.    Imprisonment  and  fine,  at  tlie  dis- 
rrviic-ii  nf  the  jury. 
JUvi-<i^  *uUa  at  late,  or  procuring  them  to  be  moved,  fa.    Same  as  the  foregoing. 
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SOME  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL   PROVISIONS   OF   MR.  LIVINGSTON'S  CODE 

FOR  LOUISIANA. 

Of  treason.  Treason  is  defined  by  the  Constitution  of  the  State.  It  consists  in  levying 
war  against  the  State,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort ;  tat,  at 
by  the  nature  of  the  union  between  the  different  States,  the  levying  war  against  one  Slate 
is  a  levy  of  war  against  the  wiiolc  ■,  mid  the  constitution  of  the  United  State*  having  made 
that  act  treason,  and  vested  the  cognizance  of  the  crime  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
no  provisions  arc  deemed  proper  to  be  made  concerning  that  offence. 

Of  sedition.  Whoever  shall,  by  force  of  arms,  attempt  to  dismember  the  Stale,  or  to  sub- 
vert or  change  the  coaptation  thereof,  shall  he  imprisoned  at  hard  labor,  in  solitude,  during 
lile,  and  after  death  his  body  shall  !>c  delivered  lor  dissection.-— If  anjr  one  shall,  by  writing, 
printing  or  verbally,  counsel  or  excite  the  people  of  this  Slate,  or  any  part  thereof,  to * 


sedition,  or  to  resist  by  force  tlic  legal  executiou  of  any  constitutional  law  of  toe  Stale,  he 
si  rail  tie  fined  not  less  than  £j00  nor  more  than  £2,000  j  shall  be  imprisoned  in  close  custody 
not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  twelve  mouths  j  and  be  suspended  from  his  political  rights 
lor  four  years. 

Of  exciting  insurrection.  Any  free  person,  who  shall  aid  in  any  insurrection  of  staves 
against  the  free  inhabitants  of  tin;  State,  shall  l>e  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  for  life. 

Rescue,  or  vHting  at  liberty  one  who  is  in  custtnly  on  a  lawful  arrest  far  any  offence.  Shall 
suffer  one  half  of  the  punishment  assigned  by  law  to  the  offence  for  which  the  person  rescued 
was  charged.  If  the  arrest  was  on  a  civil  suit,  the  punishment  shall  define  not  less  than 
£50  nor  more  than  £500 ;  or  imprisonment  in  close  custody  not  less  than  thirty  days 
than  six  montta ;  or  tmth. 

Escape,  when  not  discharged ',  if  fairfullij  arrested.  Fine,  not  exceeding  £100  ;  or  ii 
ed  not  exceeding  sixty  days  j  provided  such  escape  be  not  effected  by  breach  of  prison,  or  by 
violence.  If  fry  violence*  it  shall  be  punished  m  the  manner  directed  with  respect  to  then 
who  oppose  executive  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

Breach  of  prison,  or  escape,  or  attempt  to  escape  hy  violence.  Imprisonment  in  close  custody, 
not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  two  years ',  to  commence  after  the  expiration  of  u 
original  imprisonment. 

Perjury.  Punishment  by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  thai 
icveu  vears ;  by  a  forfeiture  of  all  political  rights,  and  of  civil  rights  of  the  first  and  third  das 

Offencs  against  die  judiciary  power,  committed  in  a  court  oj  justice.  Fine,  not  exceeds] 
520";  nnd  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  days. 

Unlawful  assemblies  and  riots.  Fine,  not  less  than  £50  nor  more  than  £900  5  and  inpriMS 
ment  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  six  months,  in  close  custody. 

Of  public,  disturbance.  Public  disturbers  t>hall  be  lined  not  exceeding  £20}  or  imprisoMM 
not  exceeding  ten  days  j  or  both. 

Bribery  ut  elections.  Fine,  not  less  than  £100  nor  more  than  £500  j  forfeiture  of  all  politic* 
right* j  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Ofoffhuxs  against  the  liberty  of  the' press.  Fine,  not  exceeding  in  any  case  £1,000}  he 
prisonment  not  exceeding  six  montlis  ;  and  suspension  of  political  rights  not  more  than  fan 
years. 

Of  offence  affecting  public  records.  If  any  one  shall  forge,  or  fraudulently  carry  away,  a 
destroy  any  public  record,  or  shall  forge  any  official  certificate  of  any  officer  baring  th 
custody  of  any  public  records  of  registry,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  leal  lav 
seven  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 

Offence  against  the  current  coin  of  the  state.  Whoever  shall  counterfeit  any  goW  or  sttvt 
coin,  or  whoever  .shall  pass  or  offer  to  pass  any  such  counterfeit  coin,  knowing  it  to  be  earn 
terfeit,  shall  be  imprisoned  at  bard  labor  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  fifteen  yean. 

Of  false  weights  and  measures.  Whoever  shall  use  a  false  balance,  weight  or  neaaan 
with  intent  to  defraud,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  £20  nor  more  than  £200  \  and  snail  be  hi 
prisoned  in  close  custody  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  ninety  days. 

Of  false  marks.    If  any  one  shall  falsely  alter  any  stamp,  brand  or  mark,  on  any  caal 
package,  box  or  bale,  containing  merchandise  or  produce,  made  by  a  public  ameer  1 
for  thatuuroose,  with  intcut  to  deft  and,  he  shall  oe  fined  not  less"  than  300  dollars 
than  500  dollars j  and  shall  be  imprisoned  in  close  custody  not  less  than  thirty 


mnety  day*. 

Oj  offt'ui.'.;  affecting  Uu>  credit  of  written  contracts.  Whoever  shall  be  guilty  of  the  era* 
of  forgery,  sholfbe  imprisoned  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  fifteen  years  j  and  shall  fa 

feit  his  political  and  civil  rights. Whoever  shall  in  this  State  engrave  any  plate,  or  pn 

pare  any  implements  or  materials,  for  the  purpose  of  their  Iteing  employed  in  the  forging  an 
notes  of  any  bank,  knowing  such  purpose,  and  with  intent  to  defraud,  or  shaO  have  in  a 
jKwsessioii  any  such  plate,  implements  or  materials,  made  or  prepared  for  such  purpose.  knOf 
iiig  the  same,'  and  with  intcut  that  they  shall  be  used  in  the  forging  of  any  such  notes,  be  soj 
be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three  years. 

Of  disorderly  Jinuses.  If  any  one  shall  keep  a  disorderly  house,  he  shaO  beponisbedl 
fine  not  exceeouug  200  dollars ;  or  by  imprisonment  in  close  custody  not  more  than  sixty  day 

Of  offences  against  decency.  If  any  one  shall  make,  publish  or  print  any  obscene  pna 
picture,  or  written  or  printed  composition,  manifestly  tending  to  corrupt  the  morals  < 
youth,  or  shall  designedly  make  any  indecent  or  obscene  exhibition  of  then"  persons,  or  c 
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tbo*?  of  another,  in  public,  by  which  pudicity  is  offended,  he  shall  lie  imprisoned  not  more 
taut  six  months';  or  fined  not  more  than  1  ,000  dollars ;  or  both  ;  and  the  imprisonment  or  part 
of  ji  shall  ta  in  close  ciLstcdy. 
Of,yluIfory.     When  committed  by  the  wife,  is  an  ollence  lor  which  she  forfeits  all  the 

matrimonial  gaini,  also  her  civil  rights  of  the  first  class. The  jjcrson  with  whom  a  woman 

eoumiu  adnfiery%  shall  suffer  lute  not  lews  than  K'-O  dollars  oiid  not  exceeding  2,000  dollars } 
w  imprisonment*  not  more  than  six  months;  or  txith. 

Cftkc  rinlaHm  of  places  of  intfrtiu-nt.  Whoever  shull  open  a  grave,  or  other  place  of 
istermem,  for  the  purpose  of  stealing  tlte  coflm,  or  any  purl  thereof,  or  the  ^  estmeuLs,or  oilier 
arudes  interred  with  any  dead  body,  which  is  deposited  in  such  place  of  interment.,  shall  be 

iarnoncl  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three  \cars. Whoever  lor  the 

parpose  of  sale,  exposure  or  dissection,  fhaJl  remove  any  dead  UmIv  from  the  grave,  or  oilier 
ftoeeof  interment.  f*hall  be  fined  not  less  than  ,jO  dollars  nor  more  tlian  J00  dollars  j  or  iin- 
anmed  not  le*s  than  thirty  nor  more  than  ninety  days. 

Oftffenct*  ttfiidi  "fact  inverts  w  the  »\rarU?  'ftiifir  rriigicn.  If  any  one  shall  maliciuisly 
prevent  any  |K»rson  from  doing'  any  lawful  act  that,  is  required  by  the  reli^iuu  he  proteges,  or 
**B  hy  fonee  or  llirenls  of  force,  or  of  Injury  to  pcrM.n  or  property,  oblige  or  endeavor  to 
olihgc'iiny  one  to  lollow  any  forms  of  wur.d;;p.  or  to  j.roit-ss  any  mode  of  religions  belief,  or  to 
ptrjbrm  any  religious  rites  or  ceremonies,  In-  >h«ill  bo  I'turd  i:i)t  less  than  '.JO  dollars  nor  more 
La.i  iMJ  tlollar* }  or  imprisoned  in  close  ctisiody  nol  excreting  forty  days ;  or  both. 

Of  tLfomatitm.  Whoever  shall  defame  nnoilwr,  sholi  be  punished"  hv  fine^  and  iuiprison- 
anst;  or  both. If  the  defamation  impute  a  crime,  it  slwll  be  punished  by  hue  not  exceed- 
ing 3JU00  dollars;  or  l»v  imprisonment  not  moiv  th.m  twelve  mouilis;  or  uy  both;  aud  the 
■nrftonment  may  l>e  for  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  time  in  clox:  cu>tody.— — If  the  defama- 
Uni  do  not  impute  a  crime,  the  punishment  shall  be  lessened  one  fourth. 

Ofrtker  injurvv  to  reputation  bij  'Jf^ies,  or  dii/tiutic  rrpm»:ntutitms.  Whoever  with  intent 
r* bring  another  into  contempt,  or  to  excite  ridicule  or  indignation  against  him,  shall  exhibit 
aweihgv  or  figure,  intended  to  represent  such  other  person,  sliall  be  fined  not  exceeding 
I /ttJ  dorian;  or  imprisoned  not  exceeding  ninety  days 5  or  both;  and  part  or  die  whole  of 
(OP  hftprisnomcnl  may  be  in  close  custody. 

'  Of  fat*  accusation,  and  threats  of  pmstcntum.  If  any  two  or  more  persons  shall  combine 
abely  to  accuse  another  of- a  crime,  und.  in  consequence  of  such  combination,  shall  cither 
wrbtuly  or  in  writing  make  such  accusation,  whether  judicially  or  not,  they  shall  be  fined  not 
lea  dun  100  dollars,  nor  more  than  300  dollars ;  mid  imprisoned  ut  hard  labor  not  less  than 
aa>  ht  more  than  four  year* ;  besides  incurring  the  j>enahy  of  perjury,  if  that  crime 
umM  be  committed  in  the  prosecution  of  their  design. 

Offabricetbig  dtftunatory  papers.  Whoever,  with  intent  to  injure  the  reputation  of  another, 
Uafl.  without  any  lawful  authority,  publish  or  circulate,  or  make  with  the  intent  to  publish  or 
smiate,  any  fan»e  writing,  purporting  to  l>e  the  act  or  work  of  such  other  person,  wnich  does 
»-t  rcubtituie  the  crime  of  forgery,  but  whi<  h  would,  if  die  same  were  true,  brine  the  person 
Haw  act  or  work  it  purport*  to  be  into  contempt,  cause  his  society  tn  be  generally  avoided, 
exritepublic  ridicule  or  indignation  against  him,  or  injure  him  in  his  office,  profession  or  trade, 
a» offender  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  4,000  dollars ;  and  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
<■*  year,  in  dose  confinement. 

Ofussauli,  or  simple  assault  and  battery.  The  punishment  for  simple  assault  or  battery  is 
*je  net  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months ;  or  both;  and 
Be  imprisonment  may  be,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  close  custody. 

Of  timpie  false  irttprlsutimmt.  The  punishment  for  this  offence  is  fine  not  exceeding  5.000 
•Quart ;  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years  5  or  both j  and  the  whole  or  part  of  the  in> 
prinwauiui  may  be  in  close  custody. 

(Jfatductkm.  Abduction  is  false  imprisonment  of  a  woman  with  the  intent  to  force  her  into 
1  Durriwe,  either  with  the  offender  or  some  other  person,  and  that  whether  .the  marriage 

lata  pjaee  or  ml The  punishment  for  this  offence  is  a  fine  not  less  Utan  $100  uor  more 

awa  £1006;  or  imprisonment  not  less  than  sixty  days  nor  more  than  one  year}  or  both ;  and 
a*  imprisonment  may  be,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  close  custody. 

~         Hard  labor  for  lift. 

Whoever,  by  violence,  or  by  any  means  externally  or  internally  applied,  to  any 
pregnant  woman,  with  her  consent,  shall  designedly  procure  an  abortion,  shall  be  hnpris- 
W  if  hard  labor  not  leu  than  three  nor  more  than  six  years.  If  it  be  done  witliout  her 
(anient,  the  punishment  shall  be  doubled. 

Under.    Hard  labor  for  life. Each  of  the  aggravated  species  of  murder  has  appropn- 

■f  privations  and  aggravation*  of  discipline  allotted  to  it  in  the  code  of  prison  discipline. 

*■  attempt  to  murder,  by  administering  poison,  although  it  fail  in  its  effects,  shall  he  punished 
tyiharisonrneat  at  hard  labor  for  fifteen  years. 

'  Cfdmels.  If  any  person  shall  use  any  insulting  words  or  gestures  of  or  to,  or  make  on 
anafc  opon  another,  whh  intent  or  to  provoke  any  one  to  give  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  or 
»  «  alternative  to  dishonor  him,  he  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  $50  nor  more  than  £3)0 ;  or 

annsoned  not  less  than  Hvo  nor  more  than  thirty  days  in  close  custody. Whoever  shaU 

fife  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  or  shall,  on  receiving  such  challenge,  accept  the  same,  shaD 
*  faprisoneefm  dose  custody  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  six  months ;  and  be  suspended 

tan  kj  political  rights  for  four  years. Whoever  shall  fight  a  duel,  if  he  in  such  fight 

infects  no Twoand,  avail  be  imprisoned  in  dose  custody  not  less  than  six  nor  more  than  twelve 

E 


284  PRISON  DISCIPLINE  SOCIETY.  50 

months ;  and  shall  be  suspended  from  his  political  rights  for  sit  years.  If  he  wound  his  ad- 
versary, and  such  wounu  do  not  occasion  death  or  any  permanent  bodily  disability,  the  im- 
prisonment shall  not  be  leas  than  twelve  nor  more  than  eighteen  months j  ami  Uie  suspension 
for  eight  years.  If  lie  fight  a  duel,  and  shall  inflict  a  wound  on  his  adversary  that  causes  a 
permanent  disability,  lie  shall  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  twelve  mouths,  and  be  fcuspended 
from  the  exercise  of  his  political  rights  and  his  civil  rights  of  the  first  and  third  class  lor  seven 
years.  If  in  such  fight  he  kill  or  inflict  a  mortal  wound  on  his  adversary,  he  shall  be  impris- 
oned not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  years,  and  forfeit  forever  his  political  rights  and 
his  civil  rights  of  the  first  and  third  class.  And  if  such  death  or  mortal  wound  be  iiiuiiied .by 
treachery,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  murder  by  assassination,  and  shall  suffer  the  punish- 
ment of  that  crime. 

Offences  against  civil  and  political  rights  and  conditions.  If  airy  person,  to  whom  an  infant 
under  the  age  of  six  years  shall  be  confided  for  nursing,  education,  or  oth*»r  purpose,  shall, 
with  intent  to  deceive  the  piireuts,  tutors  or  curators  of  such  infant,  substitute  or  attempt  to 
substitute  another  child  in  tbo  place  of  the  one  so  confided,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard 
labor  not  less  than  three  nor  more  tliau  seven  years.— If  any  one  to  whom  such  a  child  shall 
be  so  confided,  or  its  father  or  mother,  shall  expose  or  desert  such  cliild,  with  intent  wholly  to 
abandon  it,  in  a  plan;  where  its  life  will  be  endangered,  be  shall  be  punished  at  hard  labor 
not  less  than  five  nor  more  tlian  ten  ycars.^— If  such  exposure  or  abandonment  be  in  an 
inhabited  house,  or  in  a  hospital,  one  half  of  the  punishment  shall  bo  inflicted.  If  such  child 
shall  die  in  consequence  of  such  exposure,  it  is  infanticide,  murder,  or  murder  under  trust, 
depending  on  the  person  who  commits  the  crime.  If  it  receive  any  other  bodily  injury,  the 
offence  shall  be  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  the  same  injury  would  be,  had  it  beeu  oone 
with  intent  to  kill. 

Ofbigiuny.  A  person  having  a  wife,  or  husband,  living,  who  shall,  without  having  rea- 
sonable cause  to  believe  such  person  to  be  dead,  contract  a  second  marriage,  is  guilty  of 
bigamy,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  years.-^— 
If  the  first  wife  or  husband  had,  at  the  time  of  the  subsequent  marriage,  been  abseut  for  five 
years,  and  during  that  time  the  accused  had  not  received  any  intelligence  of  his  or  her  betsg 
alive,  this  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  this  cliapier,  be  considered  such  a  reasonable  belief  of  death 
as  to  take  away  all  criminality  from  the  act. 

Of  burning,  and  other  malicious  injury  to  property.  If  any  one  shall  maliciously  set  fire  to 
any  dwelling 'House,  with  intent  to  destroy  the  same,  or  shall  destroy  such  house  b  van  ex- 
plosion of  guii|K>wder,  or  any  otlier  explosive  matter,  be  shall  be  imprisoned  during  life.  If 
the  house  be  not  a  dwelling  house,  but  contain  personal  property  of  the  value  of  5100,  lie 
shall  be  imprisoned  in  like  manner,  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  fourteen  years;  and  if 
it  be  empty  or  contain  personal  property  of  less  value  than  $  100,  the  punishment  shall  be  a 
like  imprisonment,  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Of  house  breaking.  Whoever  enters  a  house  secretly,  or  by  force,  or  threats,  or  fraud, 
during  the  night,  or  In  like  manner  enters  a  house  by  day,  and  conceals  himself  therein  until 
the  night,  with  the  intent  in  either  case  of  committing-  a  crime,  is  guilty  of  the  crime  of  bouse 
breaking,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 

Of  fraudulent  breach  of  trust.  Imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  three  years,  if 
the  property  be  of  the  value  of  530;  and  if  above  that  value,  the  like  imprisonment  not  less 
than  one  nor  more  than  four  years. 

Of  fraudulent  appropriation  of  property  found.  If  any  one  shall  come,  by  finding,  to  the 
possession  of  any  personal  property,  of  which  he  shall  know  or  have  reason  to  believe  any 
designated  person  to  be  the  owner,  and  shall  fraudulently  appropriate  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof,  he  shall  l>e  imprisoned  in  close  custody,  not  less  than  sixty  days  nor  more  than  six 
months}  and  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  property  so  appro- 
priated. 

Of  the  violation  of  Nterary  correspondence.  If  any  one  shall  open  and  read,  or  cause  to  be 
read,  any  sealed  letter,  without  being  authorized  so  to  do,  either  by  the  writer  of  such  letter, 
or  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  or  by  law,  lie  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  $SDj  or 
imprisoned  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  thirty  days. 

Of  obtaining  property  by  false  pretences.  If  the  value  of  the  property,  obtained  under  tail 
section,  shall  not  amount  to  £30,  the  punishment  shall  lie  imprisonment* at  hard  labor  not  ex- 
ceeding three  years ;  and  it  the  value  exceed  that  sum,  the  imprisonment  shall  not  be  less 
than  one  nor  more  than  four  years. 

Of  theft.  Simple  theft,  if  of  properly  not  exceeding  in  value  £30,  is  punishable  by  im- 
prisonment at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  'three  years.  IT  the  property  be  above  the  vane  of 
J30,  the  punishment  shall  not  be  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  years. 

Of  theft  by  effraction.  If  any  one  shall  in  the  day  time,  with  a  fraudulent  design,  enter  a  house, 
or  ship  or  other  vessel,  without  breaking,  or  other  violence,  and  shall  then  and  there  commit 
a  theft,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  six  years  at  hard  labor.—- 
If  any  theft  shall  be  committed  by  breaking  any  closet,  box  or  other  "place  of  the  like  nature, 
in  which  the  property  stolen  was  contained,  the  punishment  shall  not  be  less  than  four  nor 
more  than  seven  years  at  hard  labor. 

Of  stealing  from  the  person.  If  the  theft  be  committed  by  .privately  stealing  properly  from 
the  person  of  another,  the  offender  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor 
~~ ore  than  six  years. 

Of  robbery.    Robbery  is  theft  committed  by  fraudulently  taking  the  property  of  another 
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from  his  person,  or  in  his  presence,  without  his  knowledge,  against  his  will :  whether  it  be 
taken  by  force  or  delivered  or  suffered  to  be  taken  through  tear  of  some  illegal  injury  to 

person,  properly  or  reputation,  that  is  threatened  by  the  robber  or  his  accomplice. Ine 

punishment  for"  this  offence  is  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than 
fifteen  vears. 

Of  r  retiring  property  knowing  it  to  be  fraudulently  obtained.  Whoever  shall  receive,  cither 
bv  way  of  purchase,  or  on  any  other  contract,  or  for  safe  keeping,  or  concealment,  or  shall  con- 
ceal or  endeavor  to  conceal,  any  property,  knowing  it  to  be  fraudulently  obtained,  shall  be 
panisked  in  the  same  manner  with  the  principal  offender. 

Of  attempt*  to  dt/raud  by  threats.  Whoever,  with  a  fraudulent  intent,  shall  threaten 
another  with  any  injury  to  his  person,  reputation  or  property,  accompauied  by  a  demand  of 
property  as  the  meam'of  avoiding  such  threat,  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than 
one  nor'more  than  five  years. 

Of  conspiracy .    Where  the  conspiracy  is  to  commit  an  offence,  the  punishment  Khali  be 

t  naif  of  thai  denounced  by  law  against  the  offence,  which  it  was  the  object  of  the  agree- 

"  to  commit,  if  it  be  not  carried  into  effort,  and  in  addition  to  such  punishment,  il  it  is 

lilted.— >When  the  conspiracy  i*  falsely  to  accuse  and  prosecute  another  of  an  offence. 

punishment  shall  be  one  half  of  that  which  would  liave  been  inflicted  if  the  offence  had 

ed. 

Maries.    All  accessaries  shall  be  punished  by  one  fourth  of  the  punishment  that  would 

been  suffered  by  the  principal  offender,  provided  that  il  shall  in  no  case  exceed  a  fine  of 
£900,  and  imprisonment  in  close  custody  for  one  year. 

There  may  have  been  changes  in  the  criminal  law  of  some  of  the  States  above  mentioned, 
at  the  last  session  of  their  respective  Legislatures,  concerning  which  no  information  has  been 
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REMARKS. 
Wfc  remark,  ta  view  of  this  abstract,  the  inequality  of  the  laws  in  regard  to  capital  punishments. 

In  Maine,  treason ;  murder,  or  being  accessary  thereto  before  the  feet  3  rape,  or  being  ac- 
cessary thereto  before  the  fact ;  burning  dwelling  house  in  the  night  time,  or  being  accessary 
thereto  before  the  fact ;  burglary,  or  being  accessary  thereto  before  the  fact,  when  the  offender 
■  armed  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  or  make*  an  assault ;  rol*bcrv,  when  the  offender  is  armed 
wins  a  dangerous  weapon,  and  intends  to  kill, — arc  punished  witn  death. 
In  Ffcw  Hampshire,  treason  and  murder,— are  jauiislied  with  death. 
Id  Vermont,  treason •  murder;  false  witness  affecting  life;  if  life  be  taken;  arson,  where 
person  suffers  death  in  cousequence,  or  is  injured  in  his  or  her  body  or  members  5  and 
msr  a  person  in  a  duel, — arc  punished  with  death. 
In  Massachusetts,  treason;  murder,  or  being  accessary  before  the  fact;  killing  in  a  duel; 
robbery,  where  an  assault  is  made  with  a  dangerous  weapou,  with  intent  to  kill  or  maim,  or 
k"  the  person  robbed  is  struck  or  wounded  with  such  weapon ;  arson,  or  burning  a  dwelling 
house  m  the  night  time,  or  accessary  thereto  l>cfore  the  fact ;  rape,  and  accessary  before  tlie 
Act ;  carnally  Knowing  and  abusing  a  woman  child  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  being  acces- 
sary thereto  before  the  fact ;  burglary,  when  armed  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  and  those  ac- 
cessary before  Uie  fiwt,  and  aiding  and  al>etting, — are  punished  with  death. 

In  Rhode  Island,  murder ;  arson,  or  accessary  before  the  fact ;  ra|>e,  or  accessary  before 
ifa*  fact  5  robbery,  or  accessary  before  the  fact ;  Burglary,  or  accessary  before  the  fact;  trea- 


oo,  sodomy,  second  offence, — are  punislied  with  death. 
.  In.  Connecticut,  treason ;  murder ;  perjury,  with  intent  to  take  life ;  arson,  causing  death,  or 
endangering  the  life  of  any  person  ;  burning  any  building  other  than  a  dwelling  nouse,  and 
cawing1  death  ;  cutting  out  tne  tongue,  or  putting  out  Uie  eye,  Ate.  with  malice,  and  rape, — 
are  punished  with  death. 

la  New  Jersey,  treason,  murder,  sheriff  or  other  officers  guilty  of  voluntary  escapes,  in 
T^rit?*  cases  ;  rescue  of  persons  guilty  of  capital  crimes,  and  second  offence  of  manslaughter, 
aoooaiy,  rape,  arson,  burglary,  robbery,  and  forgery, — are  punished  with  death. 

la  Delaware,  treason,  murder,  rape,  burglary,  arson,  burning  any  dwelling  house,  court 
house,  or  aay  officii,  in  which  public  records  are  kept;  kidnapping,  or  assisting,  second  of- 
fence,—are  punished  with  death. 

In  Pennsylvania,  murder,  in  the  first  degree,  is  punished  witli  death. 

In  Maryland,  treason  is  punished  with  death,  or  confinement  to  hard  labor  in  the  peniten- 
tiary, not  less  than  six  nor  more  than  twenty  years.  Insurrection,  or  rebellion  by  free  negroes. 
nwtattnea,  or  slaves,  and  by  white  persons  with  them. — are  punished  with  death.  Murdw  of 
the  fir>t  degree,  and  aiding;  rape,  or  being  accessary ;  carnal  knowledge,  and  abuse  of  11 
female  child  under  10  years,  are  punished  with  death," or  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  not 
less  than  one,  nor  more  than  twenty-one  years.  Arson  is  punished  with  death  or  |>eniten- 
tiary.  not  loss  than  five,  nor  more  than  twenty  years.  Wilfully  burning  any  mill,  distillery, 
or  any  out  house,  not  being  part  of  a  dwelling  house,  or  burning  any  stack  of  hay,  dec.  or 
aiding,  i*  punislied  with  death,  or  penitentiary  not  more  than  twelve  nor  less  than  three  years. 

In  Virginia,  treason ;  slaves  conspiring  to  fetal  or  to  murder  any  free  person  ;  free  imtsojis 
advising  or  conspiring  with  a  slave,  in  rebellion  or  murder ;  murder  in  the  first  uugree ; 
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killing  a  penon  in  a  duel;  rape  by  a  slave;  carnally  knowing  or  abusing  a  female  child 
under  ten  yean  of  age;  or  accessary  before  the  fact  by  a  slave ;  Ducgery  with  man.  or  beast, 
by  a  slave  ;  wilfully  setting  fire  to  any  bouse  in  a  town  by  night  or  day;  slaves  wilfully  burn- 
ing any  barn,  stable,  shop,  corn  house,  dec.  feloniously  breaking  any  warehouse  or  storehouse, 
and  taking  money,  goods,  chattels,  etc.  or  aiding  ana  abetting,  by  a  slave ;  and  arson*— are 
punished  with  death.  Accessaries  to  arson,  ifa  tree  person,  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than 
twenty-one  years;  if  a  slave,  death. 
In  Mr.  Livingston's  code  lor  Louisiana,  no  crime  is  punished  with  death. 


We  remark,  secondly,  the  inequality  of  the  punishment*  far  those  crime*,  which  «■  samtcf 
the  States  are,  and  in  others  are  not,  punished  with  death. 

Treason,  which,  in  all  the  States  mentioned  above,  with  two  exceptions,  is  punished  with 
death,  is  punished  in  Pennsylvania,  for  the  first  offence,  with  imprisonment  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  six  years:  and  for  the  second  offence,  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Arson,  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  is  punished  with  death ;  in  New  Hampshire,  with  solitary  confine- 
ment not  more  than  six  months,  and  hard  labor  for  life ;  in  Vermont,  if  life  is  not  lost  in  con- 
sequence, nor  person  nor  limb  injured,  with  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  fine  not 
exceeding  f  1,000,  or  either  of  *aid  punishments;  and  in  Pennsylvania,  with  imprisonment 
in  the  i>cniteniiary  for  first  offence,,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  for  the 
second  offence,  not  more  than  fifteen  years ;  by  the  code  for  Louisiana  with  imprisonment 
for  life. 

Rape,  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Maryland; and  if  by  a  slave  in  Virginia,  is  punished  with  death;  in  New  Hampshire,  ts  pun- 
ished with  solitary  confinement  not  less  than  six  months,  and  afterwards  with  nard  labor  for 
life ;  in  Vermont,  with  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  fine  not  exceeding  $lJ00O.  or 
either  of  said  punishments ;  in  Pennsylvania,  for  the  first  offence,  with  imprisonment  uot  less 
than  two  nor  more  than  twelve  years ;  and  in  Virginia,  if  by  a  free  person,  with  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than* ten  nor  more  th?n  twenty  years;  by  the  code  for  Louisiana, 
with  hard  labor  for  life. 

Hukglaky,  when  the  offender  is  armed  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  in  Maine  and  Massa- 
chusetts and  whether  thus  armed  or  not,  in  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware,  and  for  second 
offence  in  New  Jersey,  is  punished  with  death;  in  New  Hampshire,  it  is  punished  with  soli- 
tary confinement  not  more  than  six  months,  and  hard  labor  for  hfe;  in  Vermont,  with  impris- 
onment in  the  state  prison  not  excecdiug  fifteen  years,  and  fine  not  exceeding  $1,000,  or 
cither  of  said  punishments ;  in  Connecticut,  state  prison  not  exceeding  three  years,  or  if 
attended  with  personal  abuse,  or  armed  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  for  life,  or  for  a  term  of 
3'cars  not  exceeding  seven ;  in  Pennsylvania,  first  offence,  imprisonment  not  less  than  cue  nor 
more  than  ten  years ;  for  second  offence,  not  exceeding  fifteen  years;  in  Maryland,  with 
restoration  of  property,  or  paying  the  value,  and  iniprisomnent  in  the  penitentiary  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years ;  and  in  Virginia,  with  restoration  or  payment,  and  im- 

C'sonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years;  by  the  code  for 
uisiana,  with  imprisonment  not  lest  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 

Sodomy,  second  offence  in  Rhode  Island,  second  offence  in  New  Jersey,  by  a  snvre  in 
Virginia,  is  punished  with  death ;  in  Maine,  with  solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one 
year,  and  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years :  in  Connecticut,  state  prison 
for  life ;  in  Massachusetts,  solitary  not  more  than  one  year,  and  nard  labor  after  not  exceed- 
ing ten  years ;  in  New  Jersey,  fine  and  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding 
twenty -one  years ;  in  Delaware,  solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  years,  and  whip- 
ped publicly  sixty  lashes,  on  bare  back,  well  laid  on ;  in  Pennsylvania,  first  offence,  not  less 
than  one  nor  more  than  five  years,  second  offence,  not  more  than  ten  years ;  in  Maryland, 
imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years;  in  Virginia,  im- 
prisonment in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

KonBKRT.  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  when  the  offoudcr  is  armed  with  a  dangerous 
weapon,  and  intemls  to  kill,  is  punished  with  death ;  in  Rliode  Island,  with  death;  in  New 
Hampshire,  it  is  punished  with  solitary  confinement  not  more  than  six  months,  and  afterwards 
with  hard  labor  for  life;  in  Vermont,  Mate  |>ritJon  not  exceeding  fifteen  years,  and  fine  not 
excecdine;  #1X300,  or  either  of  said  punish meuts.  second  conviction,  state  prison  for  list,  or 
not  less  than  seven  years;  in  Connecticut,  state  prison  not  exceeding  seven  years)  in  New 
Jersey,  fine  and  solitarv  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  fifteen  yean* ;  in  Dela- 
ware, on  or  near  the  highway,  or  in  a  dwelling  house,  fine  not  less  than  £  1,000  nor  more 
than  5<r>»000,  set  nn  the  pillory  one  hour,  sixty  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  well  laid  on,  uaprison- 
utenl  not  exceeding  four  years,  ami  afterward*  sold  as  a  servant  for  fifteen  years— if  commit- 
ted in  any  place  other  than  as  above,  fine  not  less  than  j£00  nor  more  Uian  £2,000,  thirty- 
nine  l.ishcs  as  Itcfbrc,  imprisonment  not  more  than  two  years,  and  afterwards  soul  as  a  servant 
for  leu  years ;  in  Pennsylvania,  first  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years, 
second  offence,  not  more  than  twelve  years ;  in  Maryland,  restoration  or  payment  of  the 
value,  and  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  yoer*;  in 
Virginia,  restoration  or  payment,  and  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor 
more  than  ten  years ;  by  the  codo  for  Louisiana,  with  imprisonment  at  hard  Labor  not  lest  than 
seven  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 
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Mayhem,  in  Connecticut,  when  the  tongue  is  cut  out,  or  the  eye  is  put  out,  with  malice,  is 
punished  with  death  3  in  Maine,  it  is  punished  with  solitary  impnsonment  not  exceeding  one 
Tjar,  and  imprisonment  to  hard  labor,  or  in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  ten  years;  in  New 
Hampshire,  solitary  not  loss  than  six  months,  and  to  latior  after  not  less  than  one  rear  nor 
more  than  twenty  Vcars ;  in  Vermont,  state  prison  for  lift*,  or  n  term  of  years  not  fe*s  than 
sevea  j  in  Rhode  Island,  with  fine  not  less  than  #j0  nor  more  than  £2,000,  and  imprisonment 
not  more  than  two  years ;  hi  Ma.vinchusctts,  soKtnrv  not  exceeding  one  year,  awl  cnufijie- 
iik-hI  lo  hard  labor  or  imprisonment  in  eoiuily  jail  for  any  lime  not  exceeding  ten  years;  in 
Now  Jcrxy,  Tine  not  exceeding  $1,000.  or  imprisonment"  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven 
vcan*.  or  both  3  in  Delaware,  line  not  exceeding  $-.000  nor  less  than  $100,  whippcaon  the 
bare  Sark  sixty  lashes,  wcH  laid  on,  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years,  nnd  afterwards  sold 
as  a  servant  not  less  than  four  years  nor  more  than  seven  years; "in  Maryland,  penitentiary 
ao:  more  than  leu  years ;  in  Virginia,  penitentiary  not  more  than  ten  :ior  less  than  two  years, 
aad  fine  not  exceeding  £1,000. 

Dt'Ki.Lixn,  killing  a  person  in  a  duel,  in  Vermont  and  Virginia,  is  punished  with  death; 


leuge  to  fight  a  duel,  fine  of  $3,000,  anil  bonds  to  keep  the  j»eacc  and  be  of  good  behavior 
duruur  lilfe,  and  disabled  ever  after  from  holding  any  olfice — delivering  a  challenge,  the  same 
puu'u»nmcut.  except  not  finding  securities  for  good  "tahavior ;  in  IHkhJc  l>land,  tlmugh  death 
does  ant  ensue,  carried  publicly  in  a  cart,  with  a  mjx!  about  ills  neek,  to  tlie  gallows,  and  sit 
thereon  for  one  hour,  and  l>e  impri*oiicd  not  exceeding  one  venr,  either  or  both ;  in  Massa- 
chusetts, when  death  shall  not  ensue,  and  challenging  to  a  duel,  though  no  duel  be  fought, 
and  a  second,  aider  or  abettor,  punished  as  a  lelonious  assaulter,  solitary  not  more  than  one 
year,  and  hard  labor  not  exceeding  twenty  years,  and  disqualified  from  holding  ofliee  for 


ly  being  the  bearer  of  a  challenge,  or  in  any  way  aiding  or  abetting,  fine  not  exceeding 
£),  or  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  more  than  two  year*,  or  Ixilh — lighting  a  duel  when 
ath  does  not  ensue,  or  being  a  second,  or  aiding  or  al>elting  in  such  duel,  fine  not  exceed- 
ing $lj000,  ami  imprisonment  at  hard  lal>or  not  exceeding  four  years,  or  both  ;  in  Delaware, 
living  or  accepting  a  challenge,  carrying  or  delivering  such'  challenge,  engaging  in  and 
fighting  a  duul,  or  Iwing  a  second,  whether  Uk>  duel  take  plaee  or  not,  or  any  way  concerned 
in  aiding  or  encouraging,  line  £1,000,  imprisonment  three  months,  and  forever 'disqualified 
from  holding  any  ofliee  iii  the  State  :  in  Maryland,  lighting  a  duel,  and  killing  an  antagonist, 
«r  wounding  him,  so'  that  he  bhall  die  thereof  within  twelve  months  and  a  day,  and  aiding 
and  abetting,  penitentiary  notices  than  five  nor  more  than  eighteen  years— challenging  or  ac- 
cepting a  challenge  to  a'  duel,  declared  incapable  of  holding  any  office,  civil  or  militarv.  in 
the  dute ;  in  Virginia,  challenging  to  a  duel  or  accepting  a  challenge,  forever  disqualified 
for  office  ;  by  the  code  for  Louisiana,  if  in  a  duel  tlic  criminal  kill  his  antagonist,  he  shall  be 
unprisoneU  imt  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  years,  and  forfeit  forever  his  political  rights, 
and  Ins  civil  rights  of  die  first  and  third  class,  and  if  &uch  death  or  mortal  wound  be  by 
treachery,  be  snail  Ins  deemed  guilty  by  assassination,  and  shall  suffer  the  punishment  of  that 


K%  remark,  thirdly,  the  disproportion  between  the  penalty  for  poising  eonnterfnt  money  and 
andtery. 

fa  Maine,  having  in  possession,  or  bringing  into  the  State,  counterfeit  bank  lalls,  with  intent 
to  pass.  11  punished  with  solitary  confinement  not  more  than  three  months,  and  hard  labor  not 
more  than  three  years,  and  by  'fine  not  exceeding  #1,000,  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail 
Boc  more  than  one  year ;  and  adultery  w  punished  with  solitary  imprisonment  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  three  months,  and  confinement  to  hard  lal»or  not  more  than  five  years. 

fa  Dfew  Hampshire,  bringing  into  the  State,  or  having  in  possession,  counterfeit  bills,  with 
intent  to  pass,  is  punished  with  solitary  confinement  not  more  than  four  months,  and  hard  labor 
not  less  tnan  two  nor  more  than  five  years ;  and  adultery  is  punished  with  confinement  in 
common  jail  not  exceeding  one  year,  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  #400,  and  may  be  required  to 
recognise  with  sureties  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  or  by  one  or  more  of  said  pun- 
ishments. 

In  Vermont,  counterfeiting  bank  hills  or  notes,  is  punished  with  confinement  in  the  state 
prison  not  exceeding'  fourteen  years,  and  fine  not  exceeding  #1.000,  or  either :  and  adultery 
with  confinement  in  state  prison  not  exceeding  three  years,  and  nne  not  exceeding  #1,000,  or 
either  of  said  punishments. 

In  Massachusetts,  passing  any  counterfeit  bank  bill,  is  punished  with  solitary  confinement 
not  more  than  thirty  days,  and  hard  labor  after  not  more  tnan  three  years,  or  by  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding 41.000,  and  binding  to  good  behavior  for  two  years ;  and  adultery,  by  the  law  of 
1812,  with  solitary  confinement  not  more  than  three  months,  and  hard  labor  afterwards  not 
exceeding  five  jpean. 

£2 
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Is  Connecticut,  passing  counterfeit  bins  is  punished  with  confinement  in  stale  prison  not 
over  three  years  j  and  adultery,  if  a  man,  in  slate  prison — if  a  woman,  in  common  jail  not 
exceeding  hve  nor  less  than  two  years. 

In  Rhode  Island,  passing  forged  notes  or  bank  bills  is  punished  with  setting  in  the  pillory, 
and  while  there  having  a  pieco  of  each  ear  cut  off,  branded  with  the  letter  C.  imprisoned  not 
more  than  six  years,  and  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  £4,000,  or  any  or  all  of  said  punish- 
ments j  and  adultery  with  fine  not  exceeding  #200,  and  imprisonment  not  longer  than  aix 
months. 

In  New  Jersey,  using  any  false,  token  or  writing  to  obtain  money  or  goods,  with  intent  to 
cheat  or  defraud,  may  be  punished  with  solitary  imprisonment  in  tne  cells  of  tne  state  prison 
not  exceeding  nine  month* j  and  adultery  with  tine  not  exceeding  #100,  or  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  six  months. . 

In  Delaware,  passing,  or  attempting  to  pass  false  or  forged  notes,  may  be  punished  with 
fine  not  less  than  £500  nor  more  than  ^2,000,  set  on  pillory  one  hour,  solitary  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  three  months,  and  wear  on  the  outride  garment,  between  the  shoulders,  for  a 
term  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years,  the  letter  F,  not  less  than  six  indies  long  and 
two  inches  wide,  the  F  to  be  of  a  scarlet  color j  while  adultery  is  punished  with  a  fine  of  5 100. 

In  Maryland,  knowingly  passing  a  counterfeit  bank  bill,  is  punished  with  confinement  in 
the  penitentiary  not  lean  inau  five  nor  more  than  leu  years  5  and  adultery,  by  the  law  of  1715, 
was  punished  with  a  fine  of  £3  or  1200  lbs.  of  tobacco. 

£1  Virginia,  passing  or  offering  to  pass  counterfeit  coin  or  bank  notes,  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud, is  punished  with  imprisonment  iu  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty 
years ;  and  adultery  is  punished  with  line  ol  £!3). 

In  tne  code  for  Louisiana,  whoever  shall  pass  or  offer  to  pass  any  counterfeit  coin,  knowing 
it  to  be  such,  is  punished  by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  lass  than  seven  nor  more  than 
fifteen  years  5  and  adultery  with  fine  uot  less  than  #100  and  not  exceeding  £2,000,  or  impris- 
onment not  more  than  six  months,  or  both. 

We  remark,  fourthly,  the  importance  0/ having  the  laic*  made  known. 

How  few  of  those,  who  may  be  subject  to  the  penalty  of  the  law,  know  what  the  law  is! 
How  few  indeed  even  know  what  crimes  arc  punished'wtth  death  !  The  subject  is  so  much 
in  the  dark,  that  probably  few  of  the  more  intelligent  part  of  the  citizens  could  give  any  thing 
Idee  a  correct  statement  of  the  principal  provisions  of  the  criminal  law,  in  tlte  State  in  which 
they  live.  Mr.  Livingston  suggests  that  this  is  a  subject  which  should  be  made  familiar  in  the 
common  schools  j  and  why  not  ?  In  one  short  reading  lesson  the  criminal  law  of  a  given 
Slate,  in  an  abstract  form,  might  be  comprehended,  111  its  principal  provisions.  Why  not 
then  make  this  vastly  important  subject  familiar  to  all  classes  from  infancy  to  manhood  7  The 
thought  of  having  human  beings  subject  to  the  awful  punishment  of  death,  or  even  to  that  of 
imprisonment  for  life,  for  crimes  committed  in  an  hour  of  passion,  the  penalty  of  which  they 
never  understood,  is  revolting  to  the  ordinary  feelings  of  humanity.  And  yet  this  is  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  suffering  the  criminal  law  to  remain  amidst  other  laws,  in  statute 
books,  which  tne  common  people  never  see,  without  bringing  it  out  in  some  form,,  in  which 
they  can  see  it,  or  rather  in  which  it  shall  be  made  known  to  Diem. 

We  remark,  fifthly,  the  importance  of  having  the  language  of  the  law  *o  plain,  that  the  com- 
mon people  can  understand  it. 

The  plain  English  of  the  words  is  what  they  most  need,  who  are  most  liable  to  the  penalty 
annexed  to  crime,  provided  the  penalty  is  to  have  any  effect  in  deterring  from  the  com- 
mission of  crime.  A  religious  service  in  Latin  is  as  rood  among  the  American  people, 
who  do  not  understand  it,  as  the  criminal  law  iu  Latinized words  to  those  who  may  be  subject 
to  thi  penalty,  but  do  not  understand  such  words.  The  laws  ought  therefore  to  be  made,  and 
made  known,  in  plain  English. 

Having  presented  an  abstract  of  the  criminal  laws  of  some  of  the 
United  States,  with  general  remarks  on  the  same,  we  propose  to  show 

THE  INDIRECT  INFLUENCE  OF  THIS  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  may  have  an  indirect  influence  in  producing  important 
changes  in  the  criminal  law. — It  has  been  already  seen  that  there  is 
room  for  such  changes ;  and  if  it  has  been  made  so  apparent,  that 
every  mind  may  see  it,  will  not  this  have  a  tendency  to  produce  those 
changes  which  are  obviously  important  ? 

This  Society  shows  the  connexion  between  architecture  and  morals* — 
If  there  are  principles  in  architecture,  by  the  observance  of  which 
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great  moral  changes  can  be  more  easily  produced  among  the  most 
abandoned  of  our  race,  are  not  these  principles,  with  certain  modifica- 
tions, applicable  to  those  persons  who  are  not  yet  lost  to  virtue,  but 
prone  to  evil  ?  If  it  is  found  most  salutary  to  place  very  vicious  men 
alone,  at  night,  and  give  them  opportunities  for  thought,  without  inter- 
ruption, is  not  the  principle  applicable  to  others  subject  to  like  pas- 
sions ?  *  If  old  offenders  corrupt  juvenile  delinquents,  in  buildings  so 
constructed  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  lodge  them  in  the  same  room, 
will  not  vicious  youth  of  seventeen,  in  similar  apartments,  corrupt 
innocent  boys  of  eight  or  nine.  If  a  night  room,  in  a  prison  contain- 
ing ten  or  twenty  convicts,  presents  to  an  invisible  spirit,  profaneness, 
obscenity,  histories  of  past  and  designs  for  future  mischief,  and  gene- 
rally contagion  in  sin,  what  will  be  presented  to  the  same  spirit,  in  a 
night  room  occupied  by  five  or  six  unruly  apprentices '!  If  females,  in 
prison,  crowded  together  in  a  room  at  night,  and  left  to  themselves, 
dishonor  their  name,  is  there  no  tendency  to  a  similar  result  among 
factory  girls,  lodged  in  the  same  manner  ?  If  in  a  house  of  refuge  for 
juvenile  delinquents  great  changes  are  produced,  in  a  few  months,  for 
ihe  better,  in  consequence  of  breaking  up  the  evil  association  between 
vicious  youth,  and  placing  them  alone,  in  solitude  and  silence,  eight 
hours  in  twenty-four ;  is  there  no  danger  that  youth  of  like  passions, 
in  similar  numbers,  for  the  same  length  of  time,  if  placed  several  in  a 
room,  and  left  to  themselves,  will  corrupt  good  manners  by  evil  com- 
munication* I  If  a  youth  of  seventeen,  while  confined  in  a  room  with 
two  and  twenty  convicts,  old  and  young,  said  to  a  Christian  friend, 
"  such  things  are  coming  into  my  eyes  and  into  my  ears,  that  they  get 
down  into  my  heart,  and  I  find  it  difficult  to  pray ;"  what  is  it  but  an 
illustration  of  the  importance  of  solitude  ? 

It  is  the  object  of  these  questions  to  put  the  friends  of  improvement 
to  thinking :  for  we  are  satisfied  for  ourselves,  that  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  architecture  adapted  to  morals ;  that,  other  things  being  equal, 
the  prospect  of  improvement,  in  morals,  depends,  in  some  degree, 
upon,  the  construction  of  buildings  ;  and  that  among  certain  classes  of 
persons,  and  for  certain  purposes,  separate  sleeping  rooms  should  be 
provided.  How  far  this  principle  ought  to  lie  extended,  we  do  not 
pretend  to  decide  ;  but  we  have  no  doubt  tliat  it  should  be  extended  to 
all  prisons ;  that  it  is  scarcely  less  necessary  for  the  vicious  poor,  in 
extensive  alms-houses ;  that  it  would  be  useful,  in  all  establishments, 
where  large  numbers  of  youth  of  both  sexes  are  assembled  and  exposed 
to  youthful  lusts  ;  and  that  it  would  greatly  promote  order,  seriousness, 
and  purity  in  lofge  families,  male  and  female  boarding  schools,  and 
colleges. 

The  principle  is  already  applied  to  the  prisons  in  Maine,  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  to  the  houses  of  refuge  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia ;  and  resolves  have  passed  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective 
Scales,  directing  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  doing  it,  or  measures 
are  in  progress,  with  reference  to  its  accomplishment,  in  Vermont, 
New  Jersey,  Georgia,  and  Illinois.  It  has  been  proposed  to  apply  the 
principle,  and  there  is  little  doubt  it  will  be  done,  to  the  extensive 
aims-booses  now  erecting  near  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  so  fir  as 
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the  intemperate,  vagrant  and  vicious  poor  are  concerned ;  ana  it  i§ 
obvious,  from  very  slight  observation  on  many  poor-houses,  that  their 
character  would  not  suffer  by  the  application  of  the  same  principle  to 
them. 

'The  principle  has  not  yet  been  applied  to  boarding  schools,  so  far 
as  our  knowledge  extends  ;  and  this  is  the  more  to  be  lamented,  since 
most  of  the  jealousy,  whispering,  heart-burning,  censoriousnees,  dis- 
content, revelling,  juvenile  gambling,  impurity,  and  such  like,  have 
their  beginning  in  the  chambers,  after  the  youth  have  retired  from  the 
observation  of  their  teachers  and  guardians,  two,  three  or  five  in  a 
room,  and  have  been  left  to  themselves ; — which  would  all  be  prevent- 
ed, with  perfect  ease,  and  rendered  physically  impossible,  so  far  as 
evil  communication  from  one  to  another  takes  place  in  the.  chambers, 
by  a  building  so  constructed,  that  the  dormitories  should  not  only  be 
separate,  but  bo  so  arranged  that  fifty,  or  one  hundred,  if  necessary, 
should  be  under  the  eye  of  the  tutor  or  guardian  from  the  door  of  his 
study — and  if  in  this  door  there  is  a  window,  the  whole  building  is 
under  supervision  and  control  from  the  tutor's  chair. 

A  proposal  has  been  made  for  the  erection  of  such  a  building,  and 
the  plan  furnished  to  a  gentleman,  for  an  important  school  in  Massa- 
chusetts. The  plan  of  this  building  is  as  follows  : — to  be  tliree  stories 
high,  having  the  rooms  arranged,  on  either  side  of  a  centre  space,  ex- 
tending through  the  building  lengthwise.  The  space  to  be  unbroken 
from  the  floor  of  the  lower  story  to  the  arch  above  the  third.  The 
two  upper  stories  having  narrow  galleries  extending  two  and  a  half  feet 
from  the  doors,  towards  the  centre,  leaving  an  unbroken  space  between 
the  opposite  galleries.  The  rooms  to  be  entered  from  these  galleries, 
through  doors,  in  each  of  which  is  a  glass  window.  Each  room  to 
have  a  window  through  the  external  wall,  which,  together  with  the 
large  windows  in  the  ends  of  the  building,  and  sky-lights,  will  make 
the  whole  light  and  airy.  The  length  of  the  building,  the  width  of 
the  space  between  the  galleries,  and  the  size  of  the  rooms,— as  these 
points  do  not  affect  the  principle  of  separation  and  supervision, — are 
left  to  the  taste,  judgment  and  resources  of  the  proprietor.  Rooms, 
however,  8  feet  by  10,  freely  ventilated  from  the  centre,  will  be  large 
enough.  The  tutors'  apartment  to  be  placed  on  the  lower  floor,  at  the 
end  and  entrance  of  the  building. 

The  advantages  of  this  plan  of  building,  besides  the  great  advan- 
tages of  separation  and  supervision,  are  economy  and  safety  in  regard 
to  warming  and  lighting ;  as  all  the  rooms  may  be  warmed,  through  the 
area,  by  a  furnace  connected  with  it,  and  lighted  by  lamps  suspended 
from  the  centre  of  the  arch  ;  by  which  arrangement,  danger  from  fire, 
and  expense  would  be  greatly  diminished.  These  advantages,  however, 
are  secondary  in  comparison  with  the  moral  effect. 

Here  a  youth,  if  he  is  disposed  to  study,  read,  and  reflect,  or  in  any 
way  improve  his  time,  without  interruption,  may  do  it ;  and  here  the 
idle,  profane  and  vicious  youth  is  effectually  prevented  from  corrupting 
his  fellows,  during  those  hours  of  darkness,  in  which  there  is  the  great- 
est danger.  We  believe,  that  few  persons  are  fully  aware  of  the 
effect  of  such  a  building,  under  an  attentive  supervision,  in  producing 
order,  sobriety,  gentleness,  docility,  and  attention  to  duty — to  say 
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aothmg  of  higher  moral  and  religious  impressions.  Thus  an  impor- 
tant division  of  time,  viz.  the  latter  hours  of  the  evening,  the  hours  of 
the  night,  and  of  early  light,  are  secured  from  external  and  injurious 
influence  and  temptation,  by  the  construction  of  the  dormitories. 

Another  division  of  time  is  into  hours  for  receiving  food ;  and  for 
tins  period  of  time  there  is  such  a  thing  as  construction  and  arrange- 
ment adapted  to  morals.  The  form  of  the  room,  the  form  and  position 
of  the  tables,  the  position  of  the  seats,  and  the  position  of  the  officer 
who  presides,  are  worthy  of  particular  attention.  The  room  should  be 
large,  having  no  partitions  or  alcoves  to  intercept  the  sight ;  and  narrow 
tables,  having  persons  seated  only  on  one  side  of  the  table,  are  found 
nost  conducive  to  order,  in  a  common  hall,  where  a  large  number  of 
persons,  whose  principles  and  habits  are  not  established,  assemble  to 
take  their  food.  The  reasons  of  tins  are  obvious:  narrow  tables  ad- 
mit the  attendants  to  pass,  on  the  side  where  no  persons  are  seated, 
without  passing  the  food  over  the  heads  and  shoulders  of  the  guests. 
Thas  the  provocation,  inconvenience  and  delay  are  avoided,  which 
arise  from  looking  first  over  one  shoulder  and  then  over  the  other,  to 
and  the  waiter ;  of  getting  and  returning  the  dishes  after  he  is  found ; 
er  of  having  the  food  dropped  upon  the  persons  of  those  over  whose 
heads  and  shoulders  it  must  be  passed. 

Again — narrow  tables  are  the  best,  because  they  greatly  facilitate 
the  operations  of  the  waiters ;  and  much  of  the  ill-will  in  common 
halls  arises  from  their  tardy  movements.  Besides,  the  narrow  tables 
can  be  placed  in  successive  rows,  or  in  a  hollow  square,  so  as  to  admit 
of  a  more  perfect  supervision  from  the  eye  of  the  presiding  officer. 
To  correspond  with  narrow  tables,  the  seats  should  be  single  and  per- 
manent, which  prevents  the  jostling  on  benches,  or  the  inconvenience 
of  moving  them  after  several  persons  are  seated,  and  also  prevents  the 
noise  and  confusion  of  chairs.  To  finish  the  arrangement  of  tables 
and  seats  in  the  common  hall,  the  presiding  officer's  seat  and  table 
should  be  at  the  end  of  the  hall,  a  little  elevated,  and  manifestly  facing 
the  other  tables.  Whether  to  secure  the  most  perfect  supervision  and 
easiest  control,  the  seats  at  the  other  tables  should  be  placed  on  the 
side  of  them  towards  the  presiding  officer,  or  on  the  opposite  side, 
might  be  decided  by  experiment :  our  opinion  is,  that  they  should  be 
placed  on  the  side  towards  the  presiding  officer,  so  as  to  face  the  oppo- 
site end  of  the  hall. 

These  suggestions,  which  may  prove  conducive  to  order  in  large 
institutions,  in  that  division  of  time  which  is  allotted  to  eating,  will 
not  he  deemed  unimportant  by  those  who  have  witnessed  the  disor- 
der, dissatisfaction,  and  ill  manners,  which  are  often  generated  in  a 
common  halJ. 

Another  division  of  time,  for  which  architecture  must  adapt  a  place, 
■  the  period  allotted  to  labor.  This,  at  present,  is  no  period  of  time 
at  all  in  regard  to  many  public  institutions ;  but  the  time  is  approach- 
ing, we  believe,  when  it  will  not  to  the  same  extent  as  it  is  now,  be 
deemed  wise  and  proper  to  make  no  provision  whatever  for  the  useful 
application  of  that  period  of  time,  which  must  necessarily  be  occupied 
in  giving  health  and  activity  to  the  body  by  some  form  of  bodily  exer- 
cise.    Already  there  are  institutions  springing  up,  in  which  the  time 
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and  strength  formerly  wasted  are  to  be  usefully  employed.  In  the 
houses  of  refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents ;  in  the  new  prisons,  and 
alms-houses,  and  some  literary  institutions,  there  are  not  only  hours, 
but  places,  for  labor.  In  other  institutions  of  great  importance,  there 
are  no  places,  or  no  proper  places,  for  labor,  and  therefore  no  hoars 
for  labor,  and  consequently  an  immense  expense  for  their  support 
To  obviate  the  evil,  there  should  be  convenient  places  of  labor  pro* 
vided.  If  in  the  construction  of  buildings  for  a  public  institution, 
there  are  no  such  places  provided,  there  will  be  ordinarily  no  labor. 
In  the  alms-house  in  New  York,  for  instance,  where  have  been  con* 
fined,  during  the  last  winter,  2400  soul*,  there  is  no  adequate  provision 
of  places  for  the  labor  of  such  a  population,  and  consequently  the  ex- 
pense to  the  city  has  been,  during  the  year,  about  $100,000  for  the 
support  of  this  institution.  If  in  the  same  institution  there  had  been, 
as  in  the  prison  at  Auburn,  several  thousand  feet  of  work-shops,  of 
convenient  construction,  admitting  of  an  easy  supervision,  and  appro- 
priated exclusively  to  labor,  the  waste  strength  of  this  corrupt  and  cor 
rupting  popul  tion  might  greatly  diminish  the  expense  of  its  support 
It  is  obviously  important,  therefore,  that  there  should  be  work-shope 
convenient,  appropriate,  and  abundant.  The  form  of  these  shops, 
perhaps,  cannot  be  more  convenient  and  economical,  than  those  iu 
the  prison  at  Auburn,  which  arc  one  story  buildings,  not  frequrntlj 
broken  by  partition  walls  (for  this  intercepts  the  supervision)  cxti'Ldiujj 
around  the  premises  on  three  sides,  forming  a  hollow  square,  and 
making  a  part  of  the  external  enclosure,  and  leaving  the  intermediate 
space  between  the  principal  building  and  the  shops  perfectly  free  from 
all  obstacles  to  the  most  free  and  easy  supervision. 

Another  mode  of  Wilding  work-shops  would  be  in  one  story  build- 
ings, on  the  radiating  plan,  like  the  arches  between  the  dormitories  ii 
the  new  prison  in  Philadelphia,  which  would  admit  of  a  perfect  inspec- 
tion of  all  persons  employed  in  them  from  the  centre. 

Another  mode  still  would  be  circular  shops,  having  recesses  foi 
labor,  arranged  on  the  circumference,  admitting,  of  perfect  inspection 
from  the  centre,  while  the  laborers  face  the  circumference. 

Another  mode  still  is  a  larger  enclosure,  covered  with  a  roof,  and 
unbroken  by  partitions.  In  all  the  above  plans  of  building,  the  greal 
object  is  to  preserve  the  space  unbroken  by  partitions,  which  intercept 
the  supervision,  and  make  hiding  places  fi>r  idleness  and  mischief. 
.  We  have  thus  given  some  general  rules  concerning  architecture,  as 
adapted  to  morals,  for  three  periods  of  time,  viz.  the'  hours  of  retire- 
ment, hours  for  eating,  and  hours  for  lalx>r.  There  remains  anothei 
period,  i.  e.  hours  for  instruction.  The  most  important  of  these  an 
those  of  the  morning  and  evening  devotions,  the  day  school  and  eve- 
ning school,  and  the  Sabbath.  For  the  first  and  latter  hours,  a  cltapei 
seems  indispensable ;  though  there  are  many  public  institutions  in  thu 
country,  where  there  is  none ;  and  where  there  is  no  chapel,  there  is 
generally  found  little  or  nothing  which  would  adorn  one.  A  pure  aw 
holy  religion  is  no  more  likely,  in  public  institutions,  than  elsewhere 
to  perform  its  morning  and  evening  devotions  in  kitchens,  work-shops 
and  night  rooms.  Iu  general,  therefore,  where  there  is  no  chape 
there  is  scarcely  the  form  of  religion.     There  are  some  exceptions  t< 
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this  remark,  where  an  unusual  zeal  has  carried  Christians  and  minis- 
ters into  work-shops,  kitchens,  and  even  dungeons,  to  perform  their 
tows  ;  but  this  kind  of  religious  instruction  is  occasional,  irregular, 
and  inefficient,  and  is  no  better  in  a  public  institution,  in  producing 
reformation,  than  in  the  new  country,  or  infant  colony.  The  moment 
the  desert  begins  to  blossom  as  the  rose,  a  convenient  place  for  public 
worship,  in  the  form  of  a  church,  chapel,  or  commodious  and  pleasant 
apartment,  will  be  provided  ;  or  rather,  perhaps,  in  the  order  of  time, 
the  place  of  worship  precedes  joy  and  gladness.  Why  it  should  have 
been  expected,  that  reformation  in  prisons  should  precede  the  ordinary 
means  of  grace,  or  why  so  many  should  be  found  despairing  of  refor- 
mation, while  places  for  the  use  of  these  means  in  many  extensive 
establishments  are  not  thought  of,  in  the  construction,  is  not  very 
strange,  while  the  general  laws  of  cause  and  effect  remain  in  opera- 
tion. If  it  be  admitted,  that  there  should  be  chapels  or  places  of  wor- 
ship, it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  in  this  age,  that  those  evils  in  construc- 
tion will  be  permitted  which  were  common  a  few  years  since,  in  places 
of  worship,  viz.  seats  in  which  the  hearers  shall  face  every  way,  and 
stair-cases  in  the  body  of  the  house  and  in  sight  of  the  congrega- 
tion, on  which  the  noise  and  sight  of  persons  shall  disturb  the  whole 
congregation ;  nor  deep  galleries,  in  the  rear  of  which  shall  l>e  large 
square  pews,  in  which  vicious  persons  may  be  concealed  in  their 
tmusements  from  all  those  who  would  be  disposed  to  prevent  them. 
The  modern  and  improved  style  of  building,  so  that  every  hearer  may 
see  the  speaker,  and  may  be  pleasantly  seated  facing  the  minister, 
needs  no  arguments  to  show  its  importance.  It  needs  no  proof,  that 
there  is  a  close  connexion  in  chapels  between  morals  and  architec- 
ture ;  and  a  retrograde  movement,  here,  in  reference  to  architecture, 
as  conducive  to  morals,  would  be  as  painful,  as  an  advance  in  the  sci- 
ence would  be  pleasing,  in  all  extensive  establishments,  with  reference 
10  those  periods  of  time  allotted  to  other  purposes. 

The  only  other  point  on  which  we  propose  to  speak,  in  this  con- 
nexion, is  in  reference  to  architecture  as  adapted  to  the  period  of  time 
allotted  to  evening  and  day  schools,  either  or  both,  where  they  can  and 
ought  to  be  instructed.  The  Sabbath  school,  in  the  house  of  refuge 
in  New  York,  is  remarkable  for  its  order  and  prosperity,  in  part,  be- 
cause there  is  a  convenient  place  for  teaching  it.  The  common 
school  in  the  alms-house  in  New  York  is  one  of  the  best  among  the 
public  schools  in  the  city,  partly  l>ccause  it  has  an  airy,  spacious  and 
healthy  school-room,  fitted  up  for  the  accommodation  of  the  children, 
on  the  Lancasterian  plan.  In  the  house  of  industry,  also,  at  South 
Boston,  there  is  a  very  good  school,  because  it  has  a  pleasant,  healthy, 
airy  and  commodious  school-room.  In  the  house  of  refuge  in  Boston, 
the  building  was  not  designed  for  the  purjjose  to  which  it  is  now  ap- 
plied, and  therefore  tne  apartment  appropriated  to  the  instruction  of 
the  Sabbath  is  used  as  a  school-room.  In  the  prisons  at  Charlestown, 
Auburn,  and  Baltimore,  the  places  used  as  chapels  are  used  also  for 
the  Sabbath  school.  There  are  no  evening  schools  in  either  of  these 
institutions ;  nor  arc  there  any  Sabbath  schools  in  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  prisons  and  alms-houses  in  the  land ;  nor  was  there  such 
provision  made   in  their  construction   for  those  periods  of  time,  that 
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might  and  -ought  to  be  allotted  to  instruction,  which  the  interest  of 
society,  as  well  as  the  feelings  of  benevolence,  require.  Nothing  can 
illustrate,  this  more  forcibly  than  a  single  glance  It  the  school  in  the 
alms-house  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Here  are  assembled  three 
hundred  and  fifty  children;  under  the  care  and  successful  instruction* 
of  one  teacher,  with  such  assistance  as  he  can  derive  from  ihonitort. 
elected  from  among  the  children  of  the  alms-house.  At  nine  o'clock 
every  morning,  they  are  in  their  places,  in  a  room  so  constructed,  tad 
with  seats  so  arranged  that  every  eye  of  this  multitude  of  children  ntaV 
be  fixed  upon  the  teacher,  while  he  opens  the  school  by  reading  tdte 
word  of  God.  With  these  advantages  of  construction,  these  children' 
of  paupers,  at  an  expense' of  about  $3  each,  per  annum;  for  tuitiotf, 
make  as  great  progress  in  'knowledge,  and1  exhibit  as1  good  specimens' 
of  improvement  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  as  can  be  fbtfntf 
among  children  of  the  satne  age  in  other  schools.'  The  only  object 
tion  to  it  is,  lest  it  shonld  prove  a  bounty  on  pauperism ;  but  ftfis' 
would  be  entirely  removed,  by  providing,  in  every'Such  establishment^ 
places  of  labor  for  another  period  of  time,  so  that  paupers  could  b(f 
made  to  pay  for  such  privileges.  If  this  were  done,  avarice  itself' 
would  not  withhold  that  forecast]  supervision,  and  benevolent-  attention, 
which  would  secure  such  results.  .' 

The  practical  application  of  these  remarks,  in5  regard  to  schooWoonrf 
of  proper  construction,  is  not  more  important  to  hoHise*  of 'refuge;  aatf 
the  children  of  the  poor  and  vicious,  than  to  children  in  factories  antf 
other  extehsive  establishments,  where  it  is  desirable  to  give  Ale  greatest 
possible  instruction,  with  the  least  possible  expense. 

In  all  similar  establishments,  other  things  being  equal',  much  depends 
on  the  existence,  size,  form  and  arrangement  of  the*  school-room.-^ 
There  should  be  a  schoolroom  :  for  without  it  there  will  be  no  schools 
and  with  it  there  will  be  a  standing  memento  of  that  for  which  it  wn 
made ;  so  that  months  and  years' will  not  be  likely  to  roll  away  withoit 
a  recognition  of  the  principle,  that  a  period  of  time  should  be  set  apart; 
for  instruction.  The  schoolroom  should  be  sufficiently  commodious  1^ 
admit  aU  those  who  are  to  receive  instruction ;  so  ventilated  as  to  pW* 
serve  the  health  ;  and  for  such  establishments  there*  can  be  little  doriN/ 
that  it  should  be  arranged  on  the  Lancasterian  plan*  '  '  ' '  '?' 

Thus  it  appears  tliat  this  Society  shows  the  connexion  between  at/hl* 
lecture  and  morals,  in  reference  to  four  pcridds'of  tide,  which  ought  If 
include  nearly  the  whole ;  i.  o.  the  period  for  retirement,  the  period  fcr* 
eating,  the  period  for  labor,  and  the  period  for  instruction.  "-rT|- 

Whether  any  good  will  result'  from  this  view  of  the  connexion  W 
tween  architecture  and  morals,  time  will  show.  If  it  shall  be*  IK 
means  of  securing  for  large  establishments,  separate  dormitories,  ail* 
milting  of  easy  supervision,  orderly  and  not  pernicious  common  haflsj 
extensive  and  well  arranged  work-shops,  suitable  chapels  and  school* 
rooms,  we  shall  see,  in  the  progress  of  ages,  whether  in  this  partk&W 
oar  labor  is  in  vain. 

This  Society  shows  the  value  of  labor,  not  only  as  ur  frikdm  of  w*p* 
port,  but  as  an  auxiliary  of  wr/M.— The  county  prisons,  «b  «  tot 
extent,  throughout  the  United  States,  are  not  places  of  labor ;  Had  for 
this,  among  other  reasons,  are  places  of  extreme  profligacy  in  regard 
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k>  gambling,  profane  swearing,  sabbath-breaking,  and  other  nameless 
offences-  In  the  reformed  prisons,  where  labor  has  been  systematically 
introduced,  and  industriously  prosecuted,  under  a  vigilant  inspection, 
a  vast  amount  of  moral  evil  has  been  prevented.  This  is  delightfully 
uToxtrated  in  the  prisons  at  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield,  and 
it  tbe  houses  of  refuge  in  .Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia. 
Bran  in  tbe  same  prison  where  some  of  the  men  have  been  furnished 
nth  labor,  and  others  not,  it  is  the  testimony  of  the  officers,  that  they 
can  prevent  evil  more  easily  among  one  hundred  men  who  are  busily 
saptoyed,  than  between  one  tenth  part  of  that  number,  who  have 
QoUiing  to  do.  This  general  remark  is  applicable  to  colleges,  acade- 
niea,  and  schools,  and  is  one  of  the  great  reasons  of  the  profligacy 
which  is  found  in  them,  and  shows  the  need  of  reform  in  them,  as 
such  as  similar  evils  show  the  need  of  reform  in  the  old  peniten- 
tnriea.  This  subject  would  be  less  important,  if  fewer  parents  were 
uged  annually  to  mourn  over  their  children's  loss  of  character,  at 
(■hlic  schools ;  and  this  for  one  among  other  reasons,  that  they  are 
Oft  furnished  with  places,  materials,  and  hours  for  labor.  We  bail 
fcrrfnre,  as  harbingers  of  a  better  day,  all  those  institutions,  of  what- 
ever name,  in  which  it  is  illustrated,  by  actual  experiment,  how  condu- 
cive productive  labor  is  to  virtue.  And  we  believe  tliat  the  time  is  not 
fttaivt,  when  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  at  present,  institutions  of 
■(kinds  intended  to  reform  men  or  prepare  the  rising  generation  for 
aarfhUisss,  *'"  provide  places,  materials,  and  hours  for  labor  as  a  part 
■[the  system.  To  some  extent,  this  is  already  done.  In  Maine,  the 
luthntioa  at  WaterviJle,  and  the  Gardiner  Lyceum,  if  we  are  correctly 
lp  combine  labor  and  instruction.  In  Massachusetts,  the  Tlico- 
Seminnry  at  Andover  has  a  most  useful  work-shop,  in  which 
seventy-five  students  are  hard  at  work  certain  hours  of  every 
q»j»  and  another  shop  is  now  building,  in  which  the  students  connect- 
ed with  Phillips  Academy  may  appropriate  certain  hours  to  labor,  and 
uw*  in  part  or  wholly  support  themselves.  At  Woburn,  Monaon, 
Smilit  Hadley,  and  Stock  bridge,  Massachusetts,  if  it  is  not  already 
•sue,  it  is  in  contemplation  to  combine  labor  with  instruction  in  the 
academies.  In  Connecticut,  at  Windsor  is  a  school  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple ;  in  Hartford,  at  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  are  work-shops  ;  and 
a  Yale  College,  a  large  wood-bouse  has  been,  built,  in  which  students 
wj  «i  wood.  In  New  York,  at  Whitesboro',  and  in  Virginia  and 
tjatftesaae,  are  literary  institutions  in  which  productive  labor  is  com- 
bined with  instruction ;  and  we  know  not  why  bodily  exercise,  in  the 
bun  af  productive  labor,  should  not  be  as  conducive  to  virtue  in  acad- 
axfjea.  and  colleges,  aa  in  prisons  and  bouses  of  refuge.  From  the 
fTfrrirnmill  already  made  in  both  classes  of  institutions,  it  appears, 
tfcjf.  labor  should  no  more  be  neglected  where  the  improvement  of  the 
•jjud  is  the  primary  object,  than  tbe  improvement  of  the  mind  should 
b%  neglected  where  labor  and  restraint  are  the  primary  object  In 
either  case,  it  is  seen  that  labor  is  not  only  a  means  of  support,  but  an 
uxiliuy  of  virtue. 

.:3m>  Society  funtiihti  instruetinr.  facts  in  domestic  tanumy. — In 
tht  house  of  reformation  for  juvenile  delinquents,  at  Sooth  Boston, 
tha.bojs?  he»,»jajt  (and  they  appear  very  well  when  dressed  in  it)  ooata, 
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besides  the  making,  which  they  do  themselves,  and  not  including 
shoes,  ninety-eight  cents.      This   suit  consists  of  a  blue  jacket  ; 
light  duck  pantaloons,  a  blue  cap,  and  a  white  shirt.     Here  then 
fact  for  mothers  to  look  at ;  for  we  testify,  that  there  are  no  child 
more  neatly  clad  than  these  boys,  at  an  expense  of  ninety-eight  cents. 

Again — the  earnings  of  a  considerable  number  of  these  boys 
equal  to  the  expense  for  their  clothing  and  food.  Suppose  the  foot 
cost  six  cents  per  day,  which  i|  above  the  actual  expense;  and 
clothing  three  cents  per  day,  which  would  give  them  three  suits 
year,  and  three  pair  of  shoes  ;  then  the  expense  of  these  items  wc 
be  nine  cents  per  day;  while  a  considerable  number  of  them  ei 
during  the  hours  of  labor  only,  ten  cents  per  day.  Here  it  should 
remembered,  that  besides  the  hours  for  labor,  there  are  hours  for 
freshment,  and  hours  for  moral  and  religious  instruction,  and  hours 
going  to  school.  Does  this  fact,  or  does  it  not,  afford  instruction 
large  families,  which  find  it  difficult  to  gain  subsistence  ;  for  board 
schools  and  academies,  where  parents'  resources  are  exhausted  to  e 
cate  their  children  in  idleness,  when  they  might  be  better  educa 
and  earn  their  food  and  clothing,  if  proper  care  was  taken  to  provi 
in  connexion  with  such  institutions,  places  and  hours  and  materials 
labor  ?  Does  the  fact  above  stated  afford  any  instruction  for  colle 
and  theological  seminaries,  where  such  inveterate  habits  of  bodily 
action  are  often  formed,  as  to  induce  dispepsy  in  all  its  direful  for 
which  causes  frequent  and  premature  death  ;  and  if  the  subjects  live,i 
ders  them  comparatively  useless  members  of  society  ?  .  In  asking  th 
questions,  we  are  not  beating  the  air ;  we  are  reasoning  from  fac 
and  we  are  happy  in  being  supported  in  our  general  views,  not  only 
the  economy,  but  of  the  importance,  in  every  point  of  view,  of  prod 
tive  labor,  as  a  part  of  a  good  system  of  education,  by  an  instituti 
whose  young  men  earned,  in  various  stages  of  education,  during 
last  year,  more  than  eight  thousand  dollars.  Of  this  sum,  more  tJ 
five  thousand  dollars  were  earned  by  the  labor  of  those  members 
the  institution,  who  are  connected  with  different  colleges.  If  the  a 
of  poverty  are  to  be  thus  educated,  while  the  sons  of  affluence  <i 
competency  arc  to  be  educated  in  lounging  and  idleness,  the  first  1 
soon  become  last,  and  the  last  first. 

Again, — the  whole  expense  for  the  subsistence  of  the  prisoners 
Wetnersfield,  including  food,  clothing,  bedding,  medical  attendau 
instruction  and  pay  of  the  officers,  is  thirteen  cents  and  four  mills 
day,  while  one  hundred  and  forty  boys  in  the  house  of  refuge  in  K 
York,  from  the  age  of  six  to  nineteen  years,  earn,  on  contract,  twe 
and  a  half  cents  per  day. 

Once  more, — the  food  of  the  prisoners,  in  the  Connecticut  prie 
costs  $15,52  per  year  each,  or  twenty-nine  cents  and  eight  mills 
week,  or  four  cents  and  two  mills  per  day.  With  this  food,  consist 
of  good  bread,  good  beef  and  pork,  good  potatoes,  and  good  water,  i 
enough  of  it,  the  convicts  are  healthy.  There  is  little  or  no  use 
the  hospital,  and  there  has  not  been  a  death  in  eighteen  months ;  t 
the  labor  of  the  prisoners  is  productive  of  a  large  income  to  the  St 
above  every  expense  for  the  support  of  the  institution. 

There  is  one  other  fact  only,  which  we  propose  to  mention,  in  t 
connexion.    The  cooking  for  five  hundred  men  is  done  in  the  pris 
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tt  Sing  Sing,  with  eighty  pounds  of  coal  per  day.  This  is  done  with 
great  simplicity,  by  an  apparatus  made  at  the  prison,  and  sold  for  one 
hundred  dollars,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  save  at  least  one  half  the  ex- 
pense for  fuel,  in  large  establishments. 

These  tacts  concerning  the  expense  of  clothing,  and  proceeds  of 
labor  at  South  Boston  ;  the  expense  of  cooking  at  Sing  Sing  ;  and  the 
expense  of  supporting  men  at  Wethersticld,  compared  with  the  earnings 
of  boys  in  New  York, — we  have  thought  important  and  worthy  of  dis- 
tinct consideration. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  families,  institutions,  and  individuals,  will 
learn  important  lessons  from  the.se  facts,  which  are  the  results  of 
invaluable  experiments  on  man. 

This  Society  shows  the  importance  of  unceasing  vigilance,  in  govern' 
mart. — In  the  house  of  reformation  at  South  Boston,  before  the  boys 
were  subject  to  unceasing  vigilance,  there  were  frequent  escapes,  which 
'  indicated  a  habit  of  discontent,  and  unwilling  submission ;  there  was 
besides  but  little  industry,  in  the  shop  or  school-room;  few  cases  of 
reformation ;  and  generally  a  state  of  things  affording  little  satisfaction 
to  the  directors  or  friends  of  the  institution.  Also,  in  the  state  prison 
at  Charlestown,  while  there  were  numerous  apartments,  in  the  old 
brick  building,  removed  from  vigilant  and  unceasing  inspection,  and 
while  the  officers  were  not  found  in  their  places,  exercising  unceasing 
vigilance,  there  was  little  or  nothing  like  a  salutary  discipline.  In  the 
house  of  correction  in  Leverett-street,  too,  among  the  females,  until 
the  natron  was  placed  there,  and  began  to  exercise  a  constant  inspec- 
tion, there  was  no  control;  but  as  soon  as  the  inmates  took  their 
places  under  the  eye  of  the  matron,  knowing  that  she  would  be  always 
in  her  place,  and  they  should  be  always  under  her  eye,  the  improve- 
ment was  manifest  And  at  Newgate,  Connecticut,  as  there  was  little 
vigilance,  there  was  less  order ;  while  at  the  new  prison  in  Wethers- 
field,  in  regard  to  the  officers,  as  well  as  the  convicts,  there  is  a  place 
for  every  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place,  and  they  are  all  kept  in 
their  places,  and  at  their  business,  by  unceasing  vigilance.  In  the 
prisons  at  Sing  Sing  and  Auburn,  whenever  an  overseer  leaves  his 
place,  even  for  a  few  minutes,  he  calls  another  to  take  it,  so  that  the 
supervision  may  be  uninterrupted.  To  all  this  vigilance,  and  the 
benefits  of  it,  there  is  a  striking  contrast,  in  some  of  the  penitentiaries, 
and  in  the  county  prisons  generally.  In  the  county  prisons,  to  a  vast 
*  extent,  the  keeper  may  be  a  farmer,  a  deputy  sheriff,  a  tavern  keeper, 
or  almost  any  thing  else,  which  requires  his  absence,  except,  perhaps, 
when  he  turns  the  key.  The  consequence  is,  profane  swearing, 
gambling,  Sabbath  breaking,  universal  disorder  and  idleness;  and  it 
seems  not  yet  to  have  been  thought,  that  vigilance  is  necessary  in 
county  prisons.  So  long  as  it  is  supposed  that  any  class  of  prisons 
can  be  properly  managed  without  unceasing  vigilance,  so  long  they 
will  remain  nurseries  of  vice.  This  brings  into  view  a  principle  of 
very  extensive  application  to  families,  schools,  academies,  colleges, 
factories,  mechanics'  shops ;  i.  e.  the  importance  of  unceasing  vigilance. 
If  therefore,  this  society  does  in  any  degree  magnify  the  importance 
of  unceasing  vigilance. in  government,  it  will  be  useful  in  this  respect. 
That  lessons  never  to  be  forgotten  are  taught,  on  this  subject  in  the 
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prisons  at  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield,  and  m  the  bouses  of 
refuge  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  is  certain. 

This  Society  shows  the  importance  of  family  government. — Among 
the  causes  of  crime,  the  neglect  of  family  government  stands  next  to 
intemperance :  it  is,  in  fact,  not  unfrequently  the  cause  of  intemper- 
ance. Youth,  when  unrestrained  and  neglected  by  their  parents, 
find  their  way  to  tbe  tavern  and  the  grog-shop;  and  others,  whose 
parents  have  attempted  unsuccessfully  to  govern  them,  have  not  be- 
come abandoned  to  vice,  till  they  forsook  their  father's  house.  It  is 
the  confession  of  many  convicts  from  the  prisons  at  Auburn  and 
Wethersfield,  that  the  course  of  vice,  which  brought  them  to  the 
prison,  commenced  in  disobedience  to  their  parents,  or  in  their  parents' 
neglect  And  it  has  already  been  stated,  that  about  60,  which  is 
one  third  of  the  whole  number  of  the  youth  who  have  been  committed  to 
the  house  of  reformation  at  South  Boston,  were  committed  for  being 
stubborn  and  disobedient  And  among  old  convicts,  for  the  biglier 
crimes,  especially  those  which  were  the  offspring  of  unrestrained  and 
sudden  passion,  there  is  evidence  from  prisons,  that  they  who  have 
been  guilty  of  such  crimes,  were  never  subject  to  family  government 
And  there  is  further  evidence,  in  a  few  cases,  where  parents  and 
children  have  been  found  together  in  the  same  prison,  that  the  father's 
house  was  a  place  of  entire  discord,  in  regard  to  every  thing  good, 
and  of  harmony,  only,  in  devising  and  executing  mischief:  and  in 
one  instance,  at  least,  a  son,  who  made  sport  on  his  way  from  the 
prison  to  the  gallows,  where  he  was  soon  to  lose  his  life,  traced  hU 
dreadful  end  to  the  instructions  of  his  mother.  Let  parents  then  govern 
their  children,  and  children  obey  their  parents,  in  that  which  is  right 

This  Society  promotes  temperance. — The  facts  disclosed  from  the 
interior  of  prisons  concerning  the  consequences  of  intemperance  are 
among  the  strongest  arguments  in  favor  of  temperance.  In  the  house 
of  correction,  in  Boston,  the  records  show,  among  the  men,  besides 
very  many  committed  a  second  time,  two  committed  three  times ;  six 
committed  four  times ;  four  committed  five  times ;  two  committed  six 
times ;  one  committed  seven  times ;  and  one  committed  eight  times, 
for  drunkenness.  Among  the  females,  besides  many  committed  twice, 
three  committed  three  times;  two  committed  four  times;  one  com- 
mitted five  times ;  six  committed  six  times ;  and  one  committed  seven 
times,  for  drunkenness.  Of  these,  in  sixty  cases,  the  subjects  had 
been  discharged  more  than  one  month,  and  less  than  one  year,  before 
they  were  again  arrested  and  committed  to  prison ;  sixteen  had  been 
discharged  more  than  five  days,  and  less  than  one  month,  before  they 
were  again  arrested  and  committed  to  prison;  three  had  been  dis- 
charged but  five  days ;  three  but  four  days ;  one  but  three  days ;  two 
but  two  days ;  and  three  but  one  day,  before  they  were  again  arrested 
and  committed  to  prison. 

The  time  lost  in  prison,  in  the  cases  above  mentioned,  was  about 
thirty-two  years.  And  the  expense  of  supporting  these  twenty-eight 
drunkards,  at  $2  per  week,  for  the  time  mentioned,  $3,330 

This  is  a  limited  view,  as  exhibited  on  the  records  of  one  of  oar 
prisons,  of  the  evils  of  intemperance.  There  is  another  view,  not  le» 
appalling,  concerning  the  probable  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment 
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for  debt,  and  the  probable  expense  attending  these  cases,  principally  in 
consequence  of  the  same  vice. 

Kamber  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  annually,  in  the  United 
States,  in  consequence,  principally,  of  tho  intemperate  use  of 
ardent  spirits, 50.000 

Costs  of  process  in  .r>0.000  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,     .        .        .  $250,000 

Expenses  of  court  for  the  same  number  of  cases.           ....  1250,000 

Loss  of  time  in  prison,  at  &)  ct*.  per  day,  of  50,000,  for  15  days  oach,  450.000 

Board  of  the  same  number, 250,000 

Turnkey,  notify  in?  creditor,  administering  oath.  &c.            .         .  125,000 

Derangement  of  alTairs  as  much  as  the  loss  of  time.      ....  450,000 

$1 ,775,000 

Again — the  evils  of  intemperance  are  seen  from  the  interior  of 
prisons  among  criminals,  not  loss  than  among  debtors.  The  probable 
number  of  criminals  annually  committed  to  prison,  in  the  United 
Stales,  is  about  i&>,(M)0 ;  and  the  proportion  of  these  committed  in 
consequence,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  intemperance,  does  not  appear 
from  the  most  authentic  documents  to  be  less  than  three  fourths  of  the 
whole  number.     The  following  statement  may  then  be  made  : 

Criminals  committed  to  prison  during  a  single  year,  in  the  United 
States  in  consequence,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  intemperance, 
three  fourths  of  1:25,000,  03,750 

Cwtsof  process  in  1(3.750  cases,  at  $5  each, $4(38,750 

Loss  of  time  in  prison  of  93,750.  at  00  cents  per  day,  for  30  days 

each 1,087,500 

Board  of  93, 750  for  30  day*,  at  ${1.25  per  week,           ....  504,539 

Coats  of  court,  juries,  Ac.  in  03,750  cases, 1,000,000 

$3,000,789 

Such  results  rendered  only  probable,  as  the  consequence  of  intem- 
perance, may  produce  some  elfect  by  way  of  restraint.  A  Society, 
then,  which  keeps  it  constantly  in  view  to  trace  the  connexion  between 
intemperance  and  crime,  is  useful  in  promoting  temperance. 

This  Society  promotes  the  hittir  observance  of  the  Sabbath. — It  is 
estimated  that  the  number  of  persons  in  prison  at  a  given  time,  in  the 
United  States,  is  10,000.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  small  moment  whether 
the  prisons,  in  which  10,000  persons  are  constandv  confined,  shall  be 
so  constructed  and  managed,  as  that  the  Sabbath  shall  be  properly  ob- 
served. In  this  respect  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the  prisons 
it  Auburn,  Wethcrsfield,  and  Sing  Sing,  and  many  other  state  prisons ; 
and  l«tween  them  and  the  county  jails  generally.  Silence,  order,  re- 
ligious instruction  in  the  Sabbath  school,  public  worship,  and  private 
admonition,  sympathy  and  advice,  and  reading  the  Bible  diligently, — are 
characteristic  of 'the  first  mentioned  prisons  on  the  Sabbath.  Gam- 
bling, profane  swearing,  unrestrained  communication  of  evil,  are  char- 
acteristic of  several  penitentiaries,  and  of  almost  all  county  prisons,  on 
the  Sabbath.  If  it  were  only  the  difference  in  the  effect  of  these  in- 
stitutions, in  regard  to  the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath  on  the  10,000 
persons  constantly  in  prison,  it  would  not  be  a  matter  of  small  mo- 
ment ;  but  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  the  number  of  persons  com- 
mitted to  prison  in  tho  United  States,  and  leaving  there  to  go  abroad 
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in  society,  to  exert  an  influence  upon  others,  in  the  lapse  of  a  single 
fear,  does  not  greatly  vary  from  '200,000 :  whether  this  vast  multi- 
■ude  have  been  confined  in  prisons  where  the  Sabbath  was  observed  or 
irofaned,  is  a  matter  of  still  greater  moment. 

This  Society  shows  the  value  of  solitude. — The  remarks  and  facts 
stated  in  former  Reports,  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  solitary  con- 
finement at  night,  and  in  this  Report  showing  the  connexion  between 
architecture  and  morals,  are  mostly  illustrative  of  the  value  of  solitude. 
Whether  the  principle  is  applicable  to  other  members  of  the  human 
family  to  the  same  degree,  or  not,  it  is  now  admitted  as  an  axiom,  that 
little  or  nothing  can  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  that  part  of  the  human 
family  which  is  found  in  prison,  witliout  a  time  and  a  place  for  soli- 
tude ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  great  surprise,  how  great  is  the  value  of 
solitude  to  this  class  of  persons.  Many  are  constrained  to  acknowl- 
edge, on  visiting  the  prisons  at  Auburn,  Wethersfield,  and  Sing  Sing, 
and  the  house  of  refuge  in  New  York,  that  they  never  before  con- 
ceived what  effects  would  be  produced  on  the  hearts  of  vicious  persons 
by  being  silent  and  alone  at  night.  And  if  there  were  no  other  result 
from  these  admirable  institutions,  than  a  deeper  impression  upon  the 
public  mind  of  the  value  of  solitude,  in  producing,  in  the  minds  of 
persons  disposed  to  evil,  reflection  on  the  past,  remorse  lor  sin,  reso- 
lutions of  living  a  better  life,  and  a  disposition  to  read  the  Bible,  and 
to  hearken  to  good  advice,  they  would  be  of  great  use  to  the  world. 
An  intelligent  convict  at  Wethersfield,  who  came  there  from  the  old 
priron  at  Newgate,  was  asked  by  a  citizen  liow  he  liked  the  new 
prison  ?  when  a  conversation  in  substance  as  follows  took  place  : — 
Convict.  I  do  not  know.  Citizen.  Is  not  the  fi>od  better  ?  Convict. 
Yes.  Citizen.  Is  not  the  clothing  better  1  Convict.  Yes.  Citizen. 
Is  not  the  lodging  better  ?  Convict.  Yes.  Citizen.  Are  not  the  offi- 
cers better  ?  Convict.  Yes.  Citizen.  Why  then  is  it  not  all  better  ? 
Convict.  You  do  not  understand  it.  There,  by  day  and  by  night,  it 
was  hale  fellows  well  met ;  and  lure,  the  last  thing  at  night  is  prayer, 
then  retirement,  where  we  see  no  one  and  speak  to  no  one  during  the 
evening ;  then  go  to  bed,  but  cannot  go  to  sleep ;  but  think,  think. 
If  wc  get  to  sleep,  and  awake  in  the  night,  wc  see  no  one,  and  hear 
no  one ;  but  think,  think.  When  the  morning  comes,  and  wc  go 
out,  the  first  thing  is  prayer.  Wc  see  our  fellows,  but  say  nothing ; 
and  at  night,  again,  after  prayer,  wc  go  alone,  and  THINK,  THINK. 
This  is  tne  difference. 

Tkis  Society  shows  that  the.  Bible  is  the  best  of  booh. — No  other 
book,  nor  all  other  lxxiks  together,  could  supply  the  place  of  the  Bible, 
in  prison.  When  this  is  the  only  book  with  which  prisoners  arc  sup- 
plied, they  read  it  often  and  much ;  become  very  curiouB  to  under- 
stand its  meaning ;  select  pungent  passages,  and  turn  down  the  leaves 
where  they  arc  ;  and  in  a  few  months  gain  a  valuable  knowledge  of  the 
scriptures.  Some  of  the  prisoners,  who  were  ignorant  of  the  alphabet, 
in  the  prison  at  Sing  Sing,  with  no  other  book  but  the  Bible,  learned 
to  read  it  in  four  or  five  weeks ;  afterwards  became  greatly  interested 
iri  committing  the  scriptures  to  memory ;  and  in  a  few  cases  gave 
evidence  that  the  effect  was  not  lost  on  their  consciences  and  hearts. 
In  the  prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  where  about  eleven  hundred 
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prisoners  are  confined,  in  as  many  separate  cells,  at  night,  they  are 
supplied  by  a  law  of  the  State  with  eleven  hundred  Bibles,  or  as  many 
Bibles  as*  there  are  prisoners.  In  the  prison  at  Wethersfield,  also, 
each  convict  is  supplied  with  a  Bible,  by  the  Connecticut  Bible 
Society ;  and  in  these  prisons,  nothing  has  been  more  surprising  and 
delightful  than  the  attention  which  has  been  given  to  the  word  of  God. 
In  the  Connecticut  prison,  in  one  instance,  a  citizen  was  curious  to 
know,  what  proportion  of  the  convicts  would  be  found,  at  a  given 
time,  reading  the  Bible.  He  entered  the  prison,  after  the  prisoners 
were  locked  up  at  night,  and  passed  around  the  block,  and  looked 
into  the  solitary  colls,  through  the  grates,  upon  thirty-six  prisoners. 
They  were  all  engaged,  without  one  exception,  and  each,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  others,  in  reading  the  Bible  ;  and  not  only  so,  they 
had  set  their  supper  down  upon  the  floor  of  their  cells,  to  remain 
there  till  they  had  improved  all  the  time  before  dark,  in  reading  the 
Bibb* — thus  preferring  the  word  of  God  to  their  necessary  food.  A 
similar  interest  in  reading  the  scriptures  is  manifested  at  Auburn, 
when*  a  very  large  proportion  of  all  the  convicts,  as  they  are  passed  on 
the  Sabbath,  at  their  cell  doors,  are  found  reading  the  scriptures. — 
How  far  the  unusual  interest  manifested  in  reading  the  scriptures  in 
prisons  constructed  and  managed  on  the  principles  of  those  at  Auburn, 
Sin;/  ^ing,  and  Wethersfield,  is  promoted  by  the  opportunities  for  soli- 
tude, which  are  furnished,  and  the  deprivation  of  other  books,  to 
which  they  are  subject,  we  cannot  tell  ;  but.  one  thing  is  ceilain,  in 
these  circumstances,  there  is  no  l>ook  like  the  Bible  :  none  like  it  in 
its  history,  which  is  read  with  the  greatest  eagerness  in  prison  :  none 
like  it  in  its  poetry,  for  there  are  many  minds  in  prison  which  can 
sec  its  beauty  in  this  respect:  none  like  it  in  its  sanctions,  which  are 
awful  to  the  mind  in  the  solitude  of  a  prison  :  none  like  it  in  its  invita- 
tion* and  promises,  which  are  as  the  balm  of  Gilead  to  the  wounded 
spirit  in  prison  :  none  like  it  in  its  miracle;-.  No  other  book,  nor  all 
other  books  together,  could  supply  the  place  of  the  Bible  in  prison. 
And  the  time  which  is  spoilt  in  reading  it,  and  the  rapidity  with  which 
a  rijht  understanding  of  its  meaning  is  acquired,  and  the  gratitude 
wm>b  in  manifested,  in  many  cases,  for  its  consolations,  and  the  re- 
straints imposed  by  its  sanction.-,  and  the  hope  and  astonishment  excited 
by  it.*;  promises  and  miracles,  while  it  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  the 
nex  prisons  when?  the  Bible  is  so  much  used,  and  the  sybtem  is  so  well 
calculated  to  increase  its  use,  affords  instructive  lessons  concerning  the 
raluo  of  the  Bible,  wherever  it  is  a  neglected  book. 

77i/s  Society  shows  thr  ralur  of  Sabbath  schools. — It  shows  the 
fabir  of  Sabbath  schools  in  prison,  and  in  preventing  crime. 
Sabbath  schools  have  lwen  organized  at  the  prisons  in  Concord, 
N.  II.,  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Greenwich,  Black- 
well's  Island,  and  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  at  the  houses  of  refuge  in  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  and  at  the  old  county  prison  on 
Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  where  the  effect  of  them  hats  been  mani- 
fest in  promoting  the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath,  the  study  of  the 
Bible,  an  increase  of  kind  feeling,  an  improvement  in  discipline,  and 
the  benefit  of  the  teachers  as  well  as  the  pupils.  The  number  of 
scholars  in  the  Sabbath  schools,  in  the  prisons  mentioned  al^-  \  i* 
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about  885,  and  the  number  of  teachers  about  60.  The  effect  of  these 
Sabbath  schools  in  promoting  the  better  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  is 
not  only  seen  while  the  convicts  are  under  instruction,  but  in  their 
conduct  as  scholars,  and  in  their  influence  over  others  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day ;  and  in  most  usefully  occupying  the  time  of  the 
officers  and  teachers  concerned  in  their  government  and  instruction. 
The  Bible  is  the  only  book,  or  nearly  the  only  book,  used  in  these 
schools  ;  and  the  effect  of  bringing  800  or  1000  minds  in  prison,  on  cer- 
tain hours  of  every  Sabbath,  into  systematic  operation  upon  die  truths 
of  the  Bible,  is  not  only  a  proper  mode  of  observing  holy  time,  but  it 
often  enables  those,  who  could  not  do  it  before,  to  read  the  Bible,  and 
produces  in  a  still  greater  number  a  taste  for  reading  it  Besides,  it 
interests  the  teachers  in  the  convicts,  and  the  convicts  in  the  teachers, 
and  thus  produces  pleasant  feelings.  The  expressions  of  affection  are 
very  strong  on  both  sides  :  the  teachers  wondering  why  they  never  felt 
for  this  class  of  men  before,  and  the  convicts  feeling  that  they  have, 
at  last,  found  friends.  All  this,  and  much  more,  is  strikingly  illustra- 
ted in  the  kind,  grateful,  and  affectionate  feelings  exhibited  between 
teachers  and  scholars  in  the  Sabbath  schools  of  the  prisons  at  Auburn 
and  Wethersfield,  and  other  prisons  where  Sabbath  schools  have  been 
established.  The  effect  on  the  discipline  of  these  institutions  is 
scarcely  less  valuable,  than  on  the  affections  of  the  convicts ;  for  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  school  furnishes  a  strong  motive  to  good 
conduct,  and  the  fear  of  being  deprived  of  the  privilege,  a  strong  re- 
straint against  misdemeanor.  The  privilege  of  being  teachers  in  theee 
schools  is  highly  valued,  especially  among  young  men  preparing  for 
the  ministry,  as  it  brings  them  into  contact  with  a  great  mass  of  inven- 
tive and  inquisitive  mind.  But  the  best  evidence  of  their  value,  derived 
from  prisons,  is  the  effect  of  Sabbath  schools  in  deterring  from  the  com- 
mission of  crime ;  since  there  are  very  few  Sabbath  school  scholars 
found  in  prison,  in  Europe  or  America. 

This  Society,  without  thwarting  the  purposes  of  justice,  calls  into 
action  the  sympathtic  and  compassionate  feelings  of  man  towards  kis . 
fellow. — Were  it  not  for  some  such  operation  as  this,  it  might  not  only 
be  unfelt  but  unknown,  that  there  are  in  the  United  States  about  300 
lunatics,  500  youth  and  children,  1 000  females,  ip,000  of  all  classes, 
in  prison  at  the  same  time ;   and   in  the  lapse  of  a  single  year,  about 
125,000  criminals,  and  75,000  debtors,  committed  to  prison.     Much, 
more  would  it  be  unfelt  and  unknown,  how  friendless  arc  these  lunatics, » 
in  prison  ;  how  miserable  their  condition  ;  how  incurable  they  become,; 
if  they  do  not  soon  die,  in  consequence  of  their  dreadful  malady,  when 
aggravated  by  imprisonment.     Even  with  the  operations  of  this  Soci* 
ety,  we  know  not  how  much  time  must  elapse,  before  this  wretched 
class  of  prisoners  will  excite  so  much  commiseration  as  to  cause  other 
provision  to  be  made  for  them.     Five  hundred  youth  and  children, 
too,  might  have  remained  for  ages,  in  the  old  penitentiaries,  subject  to 
the  brutal  passions  of  old  offenders,  and  no  houses  of  refuge  for  juvenile 
delinquents   have   been   provided   for  them,  except   for  the  publicity 
which  has  been  given  to  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  unutterable  abom- 
inations to  which  they  liavc  been  exposed.     1000  females!  also,  among 
whom  are  daughters  once  promising,  wives  with  husbands  and  children 
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tiring,  and  mothers  with  infant  children  in  their  arms,  might  have 
remained  in  prison,  and  may  still  remain  there  a  long  time,  before  it 
dull  be  felt  generally  that  female  commiseration,  prayer  and  corre- 
sponding effort,  can  find  scope  for  its  ever  active  spirit  within  the  walls 
of  prisons.  This  would  not  be  because  the  same  heart  which  was 
first  at  the  sepulchre  of  Him,  who  was  anointed  to  preach  liberty  to  the 
captive,  does  not  remain  on  earth ;  but  because  it  has  been  so  exten- 
sively unknown  that  there  were  so  many  females  in  prison.  And 
10,600  persons  of  all  classes  might  have  remained  in  prison,  and  every 
year  125,000  criminals  and  75,000  debtors  might  be  committed  to 
prison,  and  still  this  might  remain  a  subject  so  unimportant,  and  un- 
lateresting,  as  not  to  excite  the  commiseration  of  the  public,  were  no 
publicity  to  be  given  to  the  facts  concerning  it.  We  believe  therefore, 
that  this  Bociety,  without  thwarting  the  purposes  of  justice,  calls  into 
action,  to  some  extent,  the  sympathetic  and  compassionate  feelings  of 
nan  towards  his  fellow. 
Thus  it  appears  that  the  indirect  influence  of  the  Society  may  have 

been  or  may  be  of  some  use  to  the  world. 

* 

Having  stated  several  particulars  in  which  the  indirect  influence  of 
its  operations  may  have  been  useful,  we  proceed  to  state 

THE  IMMEDIATE  RESULTS  OF  THIS  SOCIETY'S  LABORS. 

It  has  caused  an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  principal  prisons, 
on  different  routes,  in  fifteen  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  defects  of  some,  and  improvements  of  others ;  and 
far  this  purpose  has  enabled  the  Agent  to  travel  about  thirteen  thou- 
ond  miles,  and  prosecute  the  object  in  various  forms,  without  inter- 
reption,  for  five  years. 

It  has  printed  about  sixteen  thousand  copies,  or  1,600,000  pages  of 
the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Society,  and  furnished  them',  at  a  moderate 
price,  to  the  Legislatures  of  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and 
Itew  Jersey,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  and  gratuitously  to  the 
Legmhftttres  of  some  other  States,  and  to  benevolent  individuals  and 
Sfldetieti  in  America  and  Europe.  The  First  Report  has  been  re* 
printed  by  the  London  Society ;  the  Second  has  been  stereotyped  in 
lint  country ;  and  Dr.  Julius,  of  Hamburg,  has  recently  published  in 
Germany  an'  octavo  volume  of  368  pages,  in  which  he  has  availed 
Wmself  extensively  of  the  facts  contained  in  the  series  of-  Reports, 
fir  which  he  has  returned  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Society,  and  has 
rttaehed  to  his  volume  a  beautiful  copperplate  engraving  of  the  new 
prison  now  erecting  at  Charlestown,  Mass. 

It  has  tfaused  an  abandonment  of  the  principle  of  solitary  confine- 
ment, unmitigated  by  labor  or  instruction,  on  one  pound  of  bread  and 
cold  water,  nnder  which  the  prisoners  in  the  state  prison  at  Thomas- 
ton,  Maine,  three  years  since,  were  suffering  every  thing  but  death ; 
tad  the  substitution  of  solitary  confinement  at  night,  with  labor  by 
toy,  on  ft  healthful  diet,  under  some  degree  of  instruction. 

It  furnished  the  plan,  which  has  been  adopted,  of  the  new  prison 
v  Charlestown,1  in  a 'communication  to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
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which  he  recommended  to  the  Legislature,  with  a  respectful  notice  of 
the  service  thus  rendered  to  the  State. 

It  sent  its  Agent,  at  three  different  times,  to  Connecticut ;  once  to 
visit  Newgate  alone,  and  ascertain  its  character ;  again  with  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Legislature  to  spend  as  much  time  as  should  be 
necessary  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  and  disclosure  of  abuses  ex- 
isting in  that  institution  ;  at  which  time,  after  spending  nearly  a  week 
at  the  prison,  he  visited  the  principal  towns  in  the  State,  and  invit- 
ed meetings  of  the  principal  men,  that  the  evils  might  be  exposed  to 
them ;  and,  also,  made  such  representations  to  the  Governor  as  induced 
him  to  submit  the  subject  to  the  Legislature ;  and,  finally,  in  accept- 
ance of  the  invitation  of  the  Commissioners,  sent  its  Agent  a  third 
time  to  appear  before  the  Legislature,  and  make  such  representations 
as  had  already  been  made  to  the  Governor  and  many  respectable 
citizens.  After  which,  within  two  or  three  weeks,  a  law  was  passed, 
with  almost  entire  unanimity,  to  abandon  Newgate,  and  build  a  new 
prison,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  at  Wcthersfield. 

It  introduced  the  system  of  instruction  by  resident  chaplains  at  the 
prisons  at  Charlestown,  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  and  Lamberton. 

It  has  co-operated  in  diffusing  information,  with  all  the  friends  4Sf 
touch  institutions,  in  behalf  of  houses  of  refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents, 
and,  as  it  has  had  opportunity,  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  thtae 
already  established.  ••■ 

It  suggested  important  alterations,  which  were  adopted  and  grafe- 
fully  acknowledged,  in  the  new  building,  recently  erected  in  the  Balti- 
more penitentiary,  by  which  many  facilities  are  secured  for  preventing 
evil  communication.  ■      » -I 

It  furnished  an  outline  of  the  general  plan  of  the  new  penitentiary  jh 
Washington,  to  the  architect  of  the  public  buildings.  ~Z 

In  one  word,  it  has  devoted  five  years  to  whatever  of  iimproverndft* 
has  appeared  to  the  Board  important  and  practicable  in  regard  to  t£e 
construction,  discipline,  and  moral  improvement  of  prisons.  j* 

With  the  view  which  has  now  been  presented,  according  to  the  pfcp 
proposed,  of  the  interests  of  several  of  the  States  in  regard  to  prisflp 
discipline ;  of  the  criminal  laws  of  some  of  the  States,  with  remarks  on 
the  same;,  and  of  the  indirect  influence  and  immediate  results  of  this 
Society's  labors,  the  question  again  recurs,  which  was  submitted  at 
the  close  of  the  last  report, — whether  this  Society  is  worthy  of  con- 
tinued patronage  ?  This  question  we  again  submit,  with,  the  hope 
*snd  expectation  that  it  will  receive  the  same  answer  as  it  received 
last  year;  so  that  we  shall  proceed  in  our  labors,  with  increased 
patronage* 
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Russ,  John  5 

Sergeant, Jacob  2 

Sigourney,  Charles  2 

Smith,  Norman,  Jr.  3 

Spring,  Samuel  9 

~*rry,  EliphaJet  3 


Terry,  Rodario 
Tudor,  8. 
Washburn.  E.  T. 
Wheaton,  N.  S. 
Wells,  James  H. 
Wedsworth,  Daniel 
Whitney,  Charles 
Williams,  Thomas  8. 
Woodbridge,  Ward 

MiddUUmn, 
Barns,  J.,  Jr. 
C.  W.  and  a  friend, 
Crane,  John  R. 
Gushing,  Mrs.  H. 
Friend, 

Friends,  89:  cash,  $1 
Hubbard,  Abigail 
Hubbard,  Ncaomiah 
Sheler,  Mrs. 
Sonthiuayd,  B.  G. 
Southmayd,  Samuel 
Storm.  Betsey 
Russell,  Samuel 
W.  H. 

Ward,  Eliza  A. 
Ward,U.D.  A.aodaf 
Woodward,  Henry 

JYeto  Ilavtn 
Atwatcr  tc  Son, 
Atwater,  Mrs.  i. 
Andrews,  A.  H. 
Atwater,  R.,  by  L.  Da 
Backus,  E.  F. 
Bacon,  Leonard 
Baldwin,  Simeon 
Baldwin,  Roger  S. 
Brewster,  James 
Bristol,  William 
Brintnall,  Cant. 
Blanchard.  Amos,  Jr. 
Bradley,  Abraham 
Bradley,  Leouard 
Candee,  L. 
Clark,  Joseph  N. 
Cutter,  William 
D&gget,  David 
Day7  Jeremiah 
Deuison,  Henry 
Dow,  V.  M. 
Dwiglit,  Henry  E. 
Dwight,  Sercno 
D wight,  Timothy 
Durjie  and  Peck, 
Friend,  $1     friend,  ft! 
Friend,  S.  P.  D. 
Fitch,  Uleazcr  T. 
Forbe*,  I.,  Jr. 
Goodrich,  C.  A. 
Harrison,  Justus 
Herrick,  Claudius 
Hotchkiss,  H.L. 
Hotchkixs,  Ezra 
Hotchkiss,  R. 
Hitchcock.  Samuel  J< 
Huge  ins,  Henry 
Hotchkiss,  W. 
Hull,  Sidney 
Hull,  Eliitha 
1 vet,  Eli 
Jones,  George 
Jarman.  F.  w. 
Kimberly,  Dennis 
Kingslcy,  James  L. 
Knight,  Jonathan 
Lefflngwell,  William 
Maltby,  A.  H. 
Mitchell,  John 
Morse,  Sidney  E. 
Munson,  Eneas 
Nicholson,  J. 
North,  Simeon 
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9 

8 

9 

9 
9 
1 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
I 
9 
9 
6 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
10 
9 

3 

•,  uvu\jAraio  W,  5 

Csrafcr.  Erastus  90 

MeTwU1iaaA.Tmil  10 

D*  Witt,  Richard  Vtriok  5 

"■"     "       ilM-  10 


Pyachoog  ■••  R. 
rail  C  H. 
Bebioeoo,  George 
fete,  C.  J. 
KlEman,  Benjamin 
ftiaaer,  A.  IV. 
Bbsnnan,  Roger 
VkiaotWjAmSm 
&*k,  Theodore 
Tewnesod,  J.  H* 
Tovnseod,  W.  K 
Tee/neea*?,  Isaafl 
ThoBpna,  £•  Jff. 
TviaugL  Stephen 
Tctten,  G. 
Trowbridge,  Henry 
Wild,  EUot  H. 
Wktkrop,  Francis  B. 
White,  Dyer 
Whitney,  Henrietta  F. 
Weodward, T.  O. 

Baek,B.D. 

snck,  Winlhmp 
Fend, 


Ceadrieh,  Jc 
Grndneh,  Joehai 
Gonineh,  Simoon 


Mrinnr,  Moses  C. 

llry,Jnetue 

leBeus,Asl*r 


,  Timothy 

Tnmej,  CalebJ. 


1Mb,  Martin 
Westward,  Samuel  B. 

^lessen*  ^T«  F. 
Bttk.The«       ~ 
Un,Hi 


Norton,  John  C.  30 

Smith,  Israel  5 

Canandaigus, 

Eddy,  AnMl  D.  30 

Geneva. 
*  Axtell,  Henry,  by  a  friend,  30 

Mount  Pleasant. 

Lyndi,  Elam  10 

JV>«  York  C5£*. 

Allen  Moses  10 

Baker,  Cornelini  9 

B.  A.  N.  9 

Blin,  Jamee  C.  3 

Brif  ham.  J.  C.  9 

Brown,  J.  10 

Brown,Sila*  9 

Buck,  Gurdon  10 

Burt  is,  Arthur  9 

Cash,  1,  do.  1,63  9  09 

Cash,  1,  do.  2,  do.  5  8 

Caih,  3,  do.  ,57  3  57 

Cock,  Thomas  9 

Collin*,  Joseph  B.  9 

Cornello.R.  C.  5 

Cotton,  Charles  G.  9 

Chester,  William  W.  10 

Darling,  Thomas  9 

Dickinson,  Austin  9 

Douglas,  Georgo  SO 

Dwight,  G.  A.  9 

Dwight,  W.  R.  9 

Eastman,  Jonathan  9 

Edwards,  Alfred  3 

Fanshaw,  Daniel  9 

Field,  David  D.  9 

Fisher,  A.  9 

Garretson,  H.  V.  9 

Green,  William  9 

Haven,  John  P.  9 

Halsey,  J.  C.  9 

Hallock,  Gerard  9 

Havens,  R.  8,  5 

Halsted,  W.  M.  5 

Holmes,  Obadiah  9 

How.  Calvin  W.  9 

Hutchinson,  N.  J.  9 

Humphreys,  Elijah  9 

Johnson  &  Sun  3 

Ives,  A.  W.  9 


Judson,  Albert  9 

Keese,  J.  D.  5 

Lake,  W.  W.  1 

Leavitt,  Joshua  9 

Leavitt,  J.  W.  10 

Lockwond,  R.  9 

Lord,  Eleaxer  9 

Lovot,  James  9 

Lynch  Elias  9 

Marvin,  A.  8.  9 

Murray,  Lindley  5 

Nevins,  R.  L.  9 

Noilson,  John  5 

Nesmith,  J.  9 

Nitchio,  John  9 

Patton,  William  9 

Peck,  H.  M.  9 

Peters,  Absalom  9 

Phelps  fc  Peek  10 

Pintard.  John  9 

Phyfo,  W.  H.  9 

Rankin,  John  9 

Rutgers.  Henry  50 

Burr,  Charles  9 

Sturtevant,  E.  8.  9 

Schroeder,  J.  F.  30 

Sedgwick,  Robert  5 

Spring,  Gardiner  9 

Swan,Benj.  L.  9 

Tappan,  A.  et  L.  50 

Van  Wamnen,  H.  9 

Varick,  Richard  15 

Wainwright,  E.  10 

Wheelwright,  John  10 

Wilbur,  Marcus  9 

Sekeneetadit. 

Dwight,  Joseph  H.  )' 

TVey. 

Tibbets,  George  5 

Princeton^  JV.  J. 

Bayard,  Samuel  9 

Cnrnahan,  Rev.  Dr.  9 

Gibson,  John  9 
New  Jersey  Legislature  for 

Reports,  50  , 
Cash  for  Reports,  from  M. 

C.  &c.  0  00 
Philadelphia.  Penn. 

Chauncey,  Nathaniel  S 


acknowledged  inihtabou  Hot  fpJ^\  38. 


DONATIONS  IN  BOOKS. 

JVew  York  dtp 
*■■  Kent,  the  three  first  volumes  of  Commentaries  on  American  Law.    $14. 

JWwforyport,  Mat*. 

J}**  Whipple,  Sabbath  School  Books  for  the  houses  of  refuge  in  Boston 
?**,  to  constitute  himself.  Mrs.  Mary  Whipple,  Mrs.  Catharine  M  " 
*«K  life  members  of  the  Society.    $190. 


iton.  New  York,  and  Philv- 
,  Dimmick,  and  Mrs.  Jane 


:■  »»■ 


■*  : 


APPENDIX. 


,  of  Subjects  received  into  the  House  for  the  Employment  and  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Offenders  in  the  City  of  Boston,  since  the  organization  of  the  Bemrd 
of  Directors,  May  18tfc,  1827. 


cc 

M 
«« 
tC 
•« 
CC 
M 
(( 
M 
M 
CC 
It 
•< 
tt 


Ag*. 

19 

11 

19 

10 

16 

13 

19 

9 

8 

14 

8 

10 

11 

16 

«       8 

Girl,    13 

*     15 

u        9 

"       9 

««      15 

Girl,    15 

^5f  » 

"       9 
it       7 

Girl,    13 

Boy,      8 
"      w 

"      14 

"      10 

Girl,    15 

Boy,    11 

Girl,    19 

*«       9 

14 

19 

13 

10 

6 

13 

10 

13 

13 

11 

13 

19 

7 

19 
7 


1897. 
May  19, 

88, 

Jane     1, 
"      18, 

?• 
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cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc       cc 

July  11, 

"      13, 
cc 

J.8' 
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cc 
cc 

CI 

II 
cc 
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cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
II 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


■*• 

u 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc 
cc 
cc* 
cc 
'  cc 
cc 
cc 

Girl, 
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14 

13 
cc      14 

13 

14 

13 

7 

Girl,    16 


«« 
u 

cc 
tt 


30, 
Aug.    9, 

st 
a 

ft 

Sept.    8, 
«f     10, 

11, 

13, 
15, 

St 

Oct.     6, 
"       8, 

"      31, 
No*.    3, 
"        3, 

ft 

ft 

19 

Dec.  29, 

"      29, 

"      29, 

1828. 

Jan.     4, 

r.  <• 

cc 
cc 

M 

'  c< 
cc 
c< 


cc 
cc 
cc 
Cc 
cc 


4, 

a 


Gauss  •/  CommUmemL 

Stubborn  and  dieobedient, 
Pilfering, 

do 
Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

do  do 

do  do 

Drunkard  and  pilferer, 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

Vafabond, 

do 
Stubborn  and  disobedient, 
Vafabond, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 
Vafabond  and  beggar, 
Wanton  and  lapcivKxu, 
Vagabond, 

Pilferer  and  rafabond . 
Disobedient, 

do 
Larceny. 

Neglect  Jfom  droikenneei, 
Pilferer, 

do 
Vagabond^ 

Vagabond  and  dieobedient, 

PUfcrer, 

Vafabond, 

Dieobedient. 

do 
Vafabond, 

Neglect  frenf  drunkenness, 

do  do 

Pilferer, 

do 
Vagabond, 
Disobedient, 
Vagabond, 
Diaobedieot, 
Vagabond, 
Discbediont, 
Theft, 
Dieobedient  and  vagrant, 

do  do 

Leading  dissolute  life, 
Vagabond, 

do 

do 

Pilferer. 

do 

do 
Larceny, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 
Stealing, 

do 
Stubborn  and  disobedientf- 
Living  an  idle,  dissolute  life, 


4r*. 

Bov,    19 
*     13 
19 
8 


cc 


Girl,  19 

a  7 

Boy,  19 

&  13 


cc 


II 

19 

15 

14 

14 

13 

«•     11 
cc 

•c 


cc 
cc 
cc 

Ci 

cc 


tt 
it 


u 

cc 

M 

u 


u 


14 

11 

15 

10 
Girl,    13 

:  g 

«•     10 

tt         B, 

«*      13 

"      15 
a        g 

Girl,    18 

Boy, 

Girl,    16 

Boy,  16 
«  13 
19 
14 
14 
11 
13 
11 

Girl,    16 

"      15 
cc      14 

«•  10 

Boy,  10 

"  11 

♦*  10 

Girl,  14 

Boy,  14 

Girl,  15 

Boy,  13 

Girl,  16 

Bor,  12 

A  10 

"      11 
cc      19 

Girl,    19 

Boy,    19 

"      11 
•i      ia 

"     IX 
cc       9 


cc 
cc 
tt 

CI 

u 
it 


tt 
cc 
«c 

cc 
cc 
cc 


Jan.    94, 
Feb.    11, 

"  H, 
Ui 
11, 

"      11, 
«•      15, 

18, 
16, 
16, 

"      95, 

"      94, 

Inarch   1, 

ft 

*"$ 

"  10, 

"  10. 

«  19. 

«*  19, 

"  99, 

May  7, 

"  7, 

"  7, 

«  90, 

"  90, 

«c  ««, 

•«  93, 
June    3, 

"  10, 

"  10, 

"  10, 

"  16, 

«  96, 
July    " 

cc 


\ 

«5, 
96, 

Sept.    fi| 

la, 

18, 


u 
cc 
cc 

cc 

Ci 


3 


if 
cc 
cc 
cc 
u 
a 

"  94,' 
"  97, 
Oct.    4, 

"      Mb 

M  91, 
««     93, 


Cmmnnf 

Stabborn  and  dieosjodfrnt, 

Idle,  negteoted  by 
do       do  do 

do       do  do 

do       do  do 

do       do  do 

Dieobedient, 

Pilferer  and  vagabond, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

Vagabond, 

Pilferer  and 
Larceny. 

V£*&, 

Dieobedient, 

Stubborn  and  ■isnestioat, 

do  do 

Larceny. 
Pilferst, 

do 

do 

do 
Stubborn  aj 

nwiW| 

Stubborn  and  < 
do  do 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

Vagabond, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 
do  do 

do  do 

Vagabond, 

Pilferer, 
do 
do 

Disobedient, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

Pilferer, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient. 

Idle,  neglected  by  parents, 
do       do  do 

Vagabond, 
do 

Pilferer, 

aubbom  aa^diaob*}**, 
do  do 

do  on 

do  do 

Living  idle  life, 

Vagabond, 

fJtnboero, 

do 
Pilferer, 

do 


Sutton 
FufeNB, 


^ 
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Jp.  CsmnitUL    Catu*  of  Commitment. 
Bbt,    IS   Oct.   30,    Disobedient, 


u 
u 

« 


10 
9 
17 
14 
11 
IS 
13 
18 
14 


a 
a 


30,  Disobedient, 

31,  Stubborn  and  disobedient, 
Not.    8,  Stealing, 

"      15,  Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

m      15,  Idl*»  and  dissolute  life, 

"      90,  Pilferer, 
«      98,       do 

Dec  10,  Stealing. 

"      16,  Disobedient, 


Ago.  Committed. 

Boy,    IS  Dec.   16, 

«       7  "      17, 

9  "      17, 

9  Sept.  10, 

13  Dec. 


<c 

■ 


Girl, 

Boy, 
it 

it 

<c 


1839. 

19  Jan.  16, 

13     «      16, 

9      "     91, 

9      "      86, 


Grass  of  Commitment. 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

Larceny, 

do 
Stubborn  and  disobedient, 
Pilferer. 


Total  143— Girls  SI,  Boys  122.    Average  age,  11  veare  10  months. 

138  committed  by  the  Police  Court,  and  6  by  the  Municipal  Court. 

The  whole  number  of  children  admitted  to  the  House,  since  its  establishment.  August, 

«K,!s 196 

Of  whom  66  have  been  bound  out,  19  discharged,  and  12  deserted, 97 

Leaving  in  the  House,  this  16th  February, 99 

Bill  of  Tart  for  one  Week  at  the  Juvenile  House— Winter  season. 

Breakmst,  through  the  week,  tea  and  bread,  as  much  as  is  wanted j  the  bread  is  wheat. 
With  one  quarter  Indian  meal. 
Sapper  the  same,  except  on  Sundays,  when  they  have  gingerbread,  or  some  other  cake. 
The  Dinners  are  as  follows  - — 

1  Dinner  of  baked  beef,  with  bread  and  potatoes, 

"  boiled  "  " 

«  stewed  "  " 

44  soup  "  " 

"  baked  pork  and  beans  " 

u  Indian,  rice,  or  bread  pudding, 

"  minced  ush  or  meat 

The  drink  with  dinner  is  water. 


Indented, 2 

DsKhargeu, 

Escaped, 

Deceased,   .....    1 


Juvenile  Institution,  South  Boston,  January  14, 1829. 

EMPLOYMENT  DURI1CQ  TBS  WEEK. 

Bofs.  Girls.  Total 

Boys  at  Hat  Making,   .    .  16 

"    "  Basket  Making    .  15 

«    "  Hair  Work.     .    .  27 
"    "  Tailoring,   ... 

"    "  Police,    .    ...  15 

Monitor, 3 

On  Oakum 10 

—  at  the  Office.  ...  1 

—  and at  none,   .  1         1 

Girls  at  house  work:     .    .  1 

"    "  Sewing  and  knitting,  8 

in  Solitude, .    '.    .    .    .      3         1 
In  the  Hospital,    .    . 
In  the  Cells,.    .    .    . 


To  Ae  Directors. 

THE  SDrERJVTEirDEirT'a  REPORT. 

Boys.  Obis.  Total. 
Whole  number  of  inmates, 

last  Report,       ....    94     11      105 
Received  during  the  week, 

94      11      105 


>* 


nasties  now  in  the  House,     91      11      102 


91        11      102 

Manufactured  in  the  House  last  week,  on  account  of  Ike  Institution. 

13  Hats,  at  25  cents,       3  25 

42  days  work  at  Basket  making,  at  10  cents, 4  20 

200  he.  Hair  picked,  at  2  cents, 4  00 

#11  45 
1  pair  Socks— 1  Shirt— 2  Gowns— 1  pair  Mittens— 3  Caps— 21  Handkerchief— 1  pair 


the  Second  Report  of  the  Directors  of  Ae  Omneetscut  State 

Prison. 


Te  the  Boo.  General 


fcrtV 


Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  be  hoUsn  at  Hartford,  in  May,  lfltt 
the  Connecticut  state  prison,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
-'  of  said  prison,  respectfully  report,  that  the  institution,  during  the  past 
"  J  in  accordance  with  the  ntisjejplti  of  the  syttem  <*igmafly  adopted 


$13  PRISON  DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY. 

TVia  system  requires  generally  that  the  convict  shall  pass  the  whole  period  of  his  © 
meat,  both  day  and  night,  under  the  power  of  constant  inspection,  and  that  all  commun 
between  the  convicts  snail  be  effectually  precluded.  In  the  language  of  our  former  F 
'•  we  believe  that  these  points  have,  to  everf  jjurpose  of  practical  utility,  been  fully  atti 
and  the  public  may  rest  assured  that  while  the  present  vigilance  is  observed,  it  Is  k 
possible  ihat  a  convict  should  leave  the  prison  debased  by  intercourse  with  other  am 
accomplished  felons.  During  the  year  which  has  just  closed,  the  prisoners  have  c\ 
generally,  an  entire  and  ready  obedience  to  the  prison  government,  and  no  instan 
occurred  requiring  severe  treatment.  Corporeal  punishment  has  not  been  inflicted 
case.  The  power  to  inflict  this  punishment  is  in  our  judgment  properly  conferred  a; 
warden.  A  short  confinement  to  the  cell  on  light  diet,  with  the  knowledge  that  for 
day  passed  under  this  punishment  the  law  will  add  one  day  to  the  sentence,  has  beei 
cient  hitherto  to  make  the  most  stubborn  yield ;  and  no  man  has  for  many  davs  doubt' 
ample  means  were  at  tl>c  disposal  of  the  warden,  mid  that  they  would  be  freely  used  t 
pel  submission.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  stated  that  the  instances  of  punishment  hav 
extremely  rare,  ami  until  we  had  been  eye  witnesses  of  the  fact,  we  had  supposed  it  imp 
to  govern  so  perfectly  this  large  body  of  men,  without  a  more  frequent  resort  to 
measures.  We  should  do  injustice  to  tne  officers,  and  the  prisoners,  as  well  as  to  a 
feelings,  were  we  to  omit  to  bear  this  our  most  jHiblic  testimony,  to  the  order,  the  qu 
the  regularity  which  have  prevailed  in  the  institution  for  the  last  year. 

Religious  instruction  has  been  furnished  to  the  men,  and  divine  service  has  been  per 
in  their  presence  morning  and  evening,  and  on  the  Sabbath — and  we  repeat  the  decU 
"  tiiat  tne  warden  has  been  unwearied  in  his  exertions  to  instruct  and  reclaim  then 
and  to  restore  them  to  society,  at  the  expiration  of  tlieir  sentences,  as  sound  and  safe 
A  Sunday  school  has  been  established  in  the  prison  under  interesting  circumstances, 
promises  to  be  an  useful  addition  to  the  other  means  which  have  been  employed  for  im 
mation  of  the  convicts. 

As  it  respects  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  it  has  been  generally  good.    Tliere  have 
however,  a  few  cases  of  severe  sickness,  particularly  among  the  female  convicts  5 
death  has  occurred. 

The  accompanying  statement  of  the  attending  physician,  Dr.  S.  B.  Woodward,  will  1 
in  detail,  the  proper  information  on  this  subject. 

The  accompanying  statement  of  the  warden  will  exhibit  the  pecuniary  concern! 
institution  for  tne  year  ending  on  the  first  of  April,  inst.,  and  also  the  profit  and  lost 
several  departments.  By  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  prison,  alter  defraying 
expense  for  hs  management  and  support,  has  earned  to  the  State  $3,229  41,  which  su 
be  considered  as  profits.  An  exact  inventory  and  a|>praisal  litis  been  made  of  every 
belonging  to  the  institution.  In  making  the  estimates  of  stock  on  hand,  the  rule  has' I 
enter  the  raw  materials  at  cost,  and  the  manufactured  articles  at  something  less  than 
prices. 

The  whole  numlier  of  prisoners  on  the  31  si  day  of  March  last,  was  134.  That  the  1 
of  commitments,  for  the  year  ending  on  that  day,  was  65— that  25  were  discharged  on 
tion  of  sentence,  and  3  by  order  of  tne  Legislature. 

It  is  therefore  apparent  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  prisoners ;  and  some  so 
has  been  felt  and  expressed  lest  this  increase  was  to  l>c  attributed  to  the  mild  t realm 
eeived  by  prisoners  at  this  institution. 

It  therefore  becomes  an  interesting  inquiry,  whether,  on  the  whole,  there  has  b 
increase  of  crime ;  and  if  there  has  been,  whether  it  ought  to  be  attributed  to  this  caw 
if  it  shall  be  ascertained  that  this  alleged  cause  sliall  have  produced  this  resuh,  ai 
change  of  measures  would  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  been  intrust 
the  management  of  the  prison.  There  is  certainly  no  difficulty  in  carrying  the  tev 
the  imprisonment  to  an  extent  as  great  as.  and  we  believe  much  greater,  than  public 
would  tolerate. 

We  have  therefore  endeavored  to  obtain  information  on  this  subject  from  evert 
within  our  reach ;  and  the  inquiry  has  satisfied  us,  as  we  trust  it  will  other*,  that  tb 
ntcnt  of  the  prisoners,  whatever  that  treatment  may  be,  has  had  no  effect  in  enlarg 
number,  nor  nave  we  seen  any  evidence  of  an  increase  of  crime. 

In  the  first  place,  the  number  of  prisoners  is  bin:  nine  greater  than  were  sometime 
at  the  former  prison — and  the  commitments  of  the  last  year  exceed  Iwt  by  twelve  the  1 
number  of  commitments  during  the  years  1822,  t3,  and  ?24.  The  number  of  prisor 
frequently  fluctuate  without  the  operation  of  any  known  cause.  During  the  year 
happened  that  a  very  large  number  were  discharged,  011  the  expiration  of  their  seat 
during  the  past  year  comparatively  very  few  sentences  have  expired  From  Um 
record  it  appears  that  the  former  prison  lost  annually  a  number  of  men,  either  by  a* 
death  :  during  the  past  year  we  have  lost  none  by  death ;  and  there  has  been  no  eseaj 
the  establishment  of  the  institution. 

From  a  comjiarison  of  the  former  with  late  sentences,  as  to  duration,  it  would  m» 
the  courts  are  increasing  the  length  of  sentence — altliough  in  some  instances  perm 
been  sent  for  very  short  periods.  These  causes  will,  we  think,  account  for  the  iaci 
the  number  of  prisoners  5  hut  there  is  still  another,  to  which  we  may.  perhaps,  with  p 
alude.  We  have  convened  with  many  gentlemen  residing  in  different  parts  of  tin 
tome  of  whom  hare  been  much  engaged  in  the  prosecution  or  defence  e/  crisniswk,  m 
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T^»pr;-.!lv  r-x;-«v«;><-<l  Uic  opinion,  that  since  the  new  institution  bad  been  organized, 
t,  but  reformatory  discipline  established,  tbero  was  obviously  much  less  reluctance 
le  or  couvict  onendcr*  than  formerly;  and  that  although  the  number  of  arraign-, 
trials  was  not  greater  than  heretofore,  jet  thai  perhaps  lite  convictions,  compared 
umber  of  trials,  had  increased.  How  far  this  opinion  is  warranted  by  fiu.%.>,  the 
1  of  every  one  will  enable  him  in  some  measure  to  decide. 
Milton  is  well  founded,  it  is  then  probable  that  in  this  respect  (if  improper  convic- 
not  taken  place)  the  new  system  has  had  a  benign  operation  j~-4br  all  will  allow 
the  most  perfect  administration  of  criminal  law,  which,  without  increasing  crime, 
with  appropriate  punishment  the  greatest  number  of  criminal  acts.  It  is  also  to  be 
i,  that  during  the  last  session,  the  Jaw  was  so  altered  as  to  subject  persons  guilty  of 
a  certain  amount,  to  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison  j  under  this  law,  couvictions 
i  place. 

e  above  remarked,  that  the  sentences  were  generally  for  longer  terms  than  for- 
lough  there  were  instances  of  short  sentences.  An  inspection  of  the  prison  record 
ace  every  person,  that  very  great  inequality  exists  as  it  respects  the  duration  of 
even  for*  t lie  same  class  of  offences,  or  for  offences  of  a  kindred  character. 
ire  thirteen  distinct  tribunals  having  no  necessary  connexion  with  each  other,  to 
onfided  the  administration  of  our  criminal  Jaws,  and  who  liave  tlie  power  of  sca- 
the state  prison.  Our  statute,  except  in  few  instances,  does  not  furnish  any  certain 
the  duration  of  sentence*,  or  by  which  punishment  can  be  apportioned  to  crime :  it 
fixes  the  longest  term,  and  leaves  the  other  limit  to  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
st  surprising  diversity  in  punishments  has  been  the  result  of  this  extensive  discretion, 
now  in  this  prison  several  persons,  who  arc  under  sentence  for  life  for  an  attempt 
vhile  there  are  others,  convicted  of  the  same  offence,  who  have  been  sentenced  tor 
*,  four  years,  and  five  years. 

crime  of  burglary  there  are  many  under  sentence  for  three  years;  others  have  been 
for  that  crime  fair  four  mouths $  while  there  arc.  still  others',  who,  for  an  attempt  to 
rglary,  which  is  not  an  offence  under  our  statute,  have  been  sentenced  for  one 
a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars  imposed,  which  is  tantamount,  in  most  cases,  to  a  sen- 
ie, 

,  however,  there  are  no  instances  in  which  so  striking  an  inequality  is  presented!  aa 
peetive  punishments  for  manslaughter,  and  an  a*>ault  with  intent  to  kill.    By 

the  first  is  punislied  by  an  imprisonment  for  three  years,  and  the  second,  by  im- 
L  for  life,  or  a  shorter  period,  at  tlie  discretion  of  the  court.  It  is  believed,  that  in 
ances  of  a  conviction  of  an  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  the  proof  has  shown  that 
ed  such  an  excitement  of  the  passions,  such  sudden  heat,  or  such  an  affray,  u 
e  induced  a  jury  in  case  death  had  cusued  tlie  assault,  to  have  found  the  prisoner 
lanslaughtcr  and  not  of  murder.  If  this  opinion  is  correct,  then  this  singular  case  is 
— A  man,  in  a  quarrel,  or  under  some  sudden  excitement,  assaults  and  kills  another, 
illy  of  manslaughter,  and  imprisoned  three  years — auotlier  person,  under  the  influ- 
irotlnr  excitement,  makes  a  similar  assault,  and  wounds  liis,  antagonist,  but  does  not 
nd  he  is  imprisoned  for  life.  All  will  agree  that  equal  and  similar  offences  should 
\>y  equal  and  similar  punishments}  and  this  can  probably  be  accomplished  in  no 
aer  than  by  fixing  both  limits  to  the  term  of  imprisonment — we  mean  in  ordinary 
i  far  as  our  ol>servation  has  enabled  us  to  decide,  there  are  objections  to  either 
or  very  short  sentences ;  and  we  believe  that  those  persons  whose  terms  are  of 
englh.  are  more  useful  to  the  State  during  Uicir  imprisonment,  and  leave  the  insti- 

better  hof>es  than  any  other  class.  What  then  is  tlie  siiortest  period  for  which  e 
nkt  be  sentenced  to  the  state  prison  1  It  seems  reasonable  that  the  time  should  be 

long1  to  break  up  habits  of  idleness,  intemperance  and  profligacy,  and  to  form 
duatry,  order  and  sobriety— -to  eradicate  base  principles,  and  to  instil  good  ones) 
events,  long  enough  to  learn  the  prisoner  a  good  trade. 

poets  the  other  or  longest  term  to  which  imprisonment  may  be  extended,  we  mean 
titoce,  we  shall  subjoin  but  a  single  remark.    It  is  obviously  tlie  policy  and  inten- 
ts w,  that  punishments  shall  be  reformatory, 
en  doe*  it  nappen  that  for  a  first  offence,  or  for  a  series  of  first  offences,  (for  all  are 

m  such  until  one  |>eriod  of  punishment  has  teen  passed)  that  a  young  man  is  sen- 
life,  or  for  such  a  period  that  be  is  made  to  spend  in  prison  the  best  and  brightest 
;  and  is  then  discharged  upon  the  community  a  decrepit,  broken  down(  and  dis- 

cnaa !  What  becomes  of  that  benign  principle  of  our  system,  which  duvets  that 
men  shall  be  dealt  gently  with  for  a  first  offence  1 
a  not  to  intimate  Uiat  this  extensive  discretion  has  in  an}'  instance  bean  improperly 

The  evil,  we  apprehend,  consists  in  allowing  to  this  discretion  so  extensive  a 
n  the  shortest  assignable  period,  through  the  whole  life  of  man. 
»  we  shall  not  t>e  deemed  intrusive  in  thus  alluding  to  these  subjects— when  it  is 

■hat  the  statute,  under  which  we  act,  lias  made  it  our  duty  to  offer  in  our  annual 
h  suggestions  respecting  the  criminal  laws,  or  the  laws  relating  to  this  prison,  aa 
red  to  as  as  proper ;  and  that  our  situation  .has  necessarily  brought  some  facta  un- 
fa*, lo  which  others  have  not  had  the  same  access. 

the  confinement  of  females  in  this  institution,  we  staled  our  views  folly  to  the 
oar  hist  Report.    We  still  entertain  the  opinion  which  was  then  ox?rrv«rd, 
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andHhe  experience  of  another  year  has  confirmed  us  in  the  belief,  that  it  is  fanpmper  to  con- 
fine females  in  the  same  prison  with  males — unless  the  Legislature  intend  to  organize  a  atpa* 
rate  department,  to  be  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  a  matron. 

From  the  proximity  of  the  prison  location  to  the  city  of  Hartford,  a  committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature will  be  able,  without  much  inconvenience,  to  examine  personaOv  into  the  affairs  and 
condition  of  the  prison,  and  it  is  desirable  that  a  strict  end  careful  scrutiny  should  be  had  of 
the  accounts— or  the  estimates  of  stock,  and  the  various  kinds  of  property  on  baud,  and  of  tee 
balances  due  to  the  institution.  The  accounts  are  so  kept,  that  we  apprehend  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  at  once  the  financial  concerns  of  the  various  departments,  end  k 
is  believed  that  a  thorough  and  vigilant  public  inspection  will  always  constitute  one  of  the 
most  effectual  checks  against  abuse  and  mal-practicc. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  the  undersigned  have  felt  that  almost  every  measure  connected 
with  the  removal,  construction,  and  management  of  the  prison,  has  been  matter  of 
experiment. 

They  found  a  system  in  operation  at  the  old  prison  which  had,  for  ten  years  previous  to  iU 
abandonment,  occasioned  to  the  State  an  expense  of  £84,634  06,  over  and  above  its  earnings, 
which  sum  had  been  drawu  from  the  treasury ;  being  an  average  deficit  of  more  than  SMpO 
per  annum.  They  found  the  moral  results  of  the  system  to  be  even  more  unfortunate  than  its 
pecuniary,  and  that  all  its  tendencies  were,  as  they  believed,  to  corrupt  and  debase  the  con- 
vict, rather  than  reclaim  him. 

The  results  of  the  experiment  are  now  before  the  public.  We  can  say  truly,  they  hare 
exceeded  our  highest  anticipations,  both  as  it  respects  their  moral  and  pecuniary  character  j 
and  we  arc  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  cause  which  shall  produce  results  less  gratirjr* 
ing  in  future. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  RUSS,  •) 
M.WELLES,    \  Directors. 
J.  S.  PETERS, ) 

April  22, 1829. 


To  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  at  thdr  May  flssaisn,  18M. 

The  undersigned,  warden  of  the  &tate  prison,  would  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following    = 
statement  of  receipts  and  profits,  expenditures  and  disbursements,  and  the  general  conceal 
i  the  prison,  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 1829,  inclusive. 


Smith  Shop. 
Stork  sod  tools  on  band,  March 
3I,1838,*j637  96}  stock  since  pur- 
chased, pay  and  board  of  overseer, 


repair.*,  &c.,  $821  92 


$1459  68 


Received  and  charged  for  arti- 
cle* iiokl  during  the  p.mt  year, 
$1399  14 :  irtock  and  tool*  on  hand, 
March  31,  1«29,  $535  13  ;  1934  97 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on 
account  of  Smith  Shop,  474  30 

Cooper's  Shop. 
Stock  and  toola  on  hand,  March 
31,  1898,  $3100  83;  stock  sines 
purchased,  pay  and  board  of  over- 
seer, repairs,  4c.  81*9  18 ;  4090  00 

RcceiveM  and  charged  for  arti- 
cles nold  during  the  past   year, 
£191  57 ;  stock  and  tool*  on  hand, 
rch  31, 1899,  $9357  31 ;  5348  88 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on 
account  of  Cooper's  Shop,  1358  88 


Shoe  Shoo, 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand,  March 
31, 1638,  $907  97  ;  rtock  sinco  pur- 
chased, pay  and  board  of  overseer, 
main.  Ate,  8)411  69 ;  619  59 

Received  and  charged  for  work 
dons  the  post  year,  principally  on 
contract,  £4093  53 ;  stock  and  tools 
on  band,  March  31, 1899,  $136  68;  4160  91 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on 
account  of  Shoe  Shop,  3540 

Mail  Slum. 
Block  and  tools  on  hand,  March 
31,  lb98,  $89  00 ;  stock  since  pur-  * 

chased,  pay  and  board  of  over- 

r, repairs,**., $3754  35;  3836  33 


Received  and  charged  for  nails 
sold  during  the  past  year, 
$5264  95  •,  stock  and  toob  on 
band,  March  31,  1899,  $343  74 ;  9007 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on 
account  of  Nail  Shop, 


Carpenter's  Soon. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand.  March 
31,  1896,  $1154  71:  stock  since 
purchased,  pay  and  board  of  over- 
seer, repairs,  Ice,  $1416  85 ; 

Received  and  charged  fox  arti- 
cles sold  during  the  past  year, 
$9714  98  ;  stock  and  tools  ou  hand, 
March  31,  1839,  $1990  30  ; 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  ea 
account  of  Carpenter's  Shop, 


1771 H    " 


95715$ 


09 


Tailor's  Asp. 

Received  and  charged  for  arti- 
cles made,  $9  84  j  tools,  Ice.  on 
hand,  March  31, 1899,  $6  00  : 

Received  fur  interest,  $16  58; 
received  for  labor  of  lumpers, 
$49  35;  received  of  persona  visit- 
ing the  prison  during  the  past 
year,  $614  58 ; 

Total  amount  of  receipts, 

KXriRDITDBSS. 

rTOtfistons, 
Provisions  on  hand.  March  3L 

1898,  $495  79;  purchased  since, 

$9148  69 ; 
Sold  hides,  tallow,  nests  tongues, 

dec.  $399  40;  provisions  on  hand, 

March  31, 1899,  $381  98  ; 
Leaving  for  the 

sumed, 


i»a 


15  n 


$30  « 
$9109  94 


'rs 


9574  41 


\ 


711  38 


ISOw 
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f  tost  buddinf  oo  hand, 
,  lan.  #073  60:  pur- 
ee. #901  59  i  1574  58 
a,  March  31, 1889,  1079  39 
p  lor  the  amount  consumed,        $496  90 

Expense*, 
m  and  rest  on  hand, 
,  1898,  1986  56;  since 
daa*a  and. deputy  war- 
ries,  watchmen's  wages 
rteoce,  fuel  and  ineiden- 
■•,6)368893;  4056  48 

d  and  charged  for  erji- 
#48  99;  furniture  and 
hand,   March  31,  1899, 


677  70 


or  expended, 
HosfiUi. 

a  dee.  oa  hand,  March 
90 ;  purchased  since, 
lending  physician's  bill, 

w,  Ice.  oo  hand,  March 


3378  78 


163 
94 


98 
16 


139  19 


rant  of  expenditure!, 
mined, 


$5876  13 
$3229  41 


saoariTTibanoN. 


fnC9MB, 

From  Smith  shop, 

Cooper's  Shop,     .    , 

Shoe  Shop 

NailSbop.  .  .  .  . 
Carpenter's  Shop,  . 
Tailor's  Shop, .  .  . 
Interest,  .  .  te  . 
•  Labor  of  Lumpers,  . 
Visitors.  .  .  . 
Total  amount  or  income,  .    . 


$474  3$ 
1988  88 
3540  69 
1771  64 
1363  79 

15  84 

16  59 
49  35 

614  58 


-9105  54 


KxftditMrt*. 

For  provisions, 1863  03 

Clothing  and  bedding,  495  90 

Wages,  subsistence,  Tuel,  j  337070 

furniture,  dec.               1  "*"" 

Hospital, 139  19 

Total  amount  of  expenditure,  .    .    .    5678  13 

Gain  to  the  institution, 3999  41 

MOSES  C.  PILLSBUBY,  Words*. 

State  Priicn,  fTeOursJleU,  jtprU  8, 1899. 


The  Physician  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison  reports, 

health  has  prevailed  in  the  institution  during  the  past  year.    Not  a  death 
red  within  that  period j  and  only  one  since  the  prison  was  first  tenanted  in  June, 

egree  of  bealthfhlness  and  exemption  firom  fatality  is,  it  is  presumed,  unexampled  in 

y  of  prisons. 

ope?  one  death  in  30  or  35  is  considered  common  healthiness. 

a  prison,  with  570  convicts,  has  lost  but  nine  the  past  year. 

onnectiont  prison,  with  an  average  of  120  convicts,  has  had  but  one  death  in  nearhr 

s,  and  not  one  for  sixteen  months.    These  facts  speak  well  for  these  institutions.    No 

ioos  have  ever  been  so  healthy.    This  may  be  ascribed  to  the  three  following;  causes, 

ly,  vix.  , 

*gu)ar  and  uniform  diet,  and  strict  temperance  of  the  prisoners. 

Kjruugh  ventilation,  and  uniform  temperature  of  the  shops  and  night  rooms. 

nstant  and  regular  emfnorment  during  the  day. 

In  the  Connecticut  prison,  the  food  and  drink  of  the  convicts  axe  the  same  as  last 
d,  with  little  variation,  the  same  throughout  the  year.  The  diet  established  by  the 
on  opening  the  institution,  is  found  not  only  to  be  wholesome  and  sufficiently  nutri* 
generally  very  satisfactory  to  the  prisoners.  In  health,  no  prisoner  is  allowed  any 
£  than  water.  Coffee,  tea,  milk{  and  other  proper  food  and  drink,  are  furnished  to 
ind  indisposed.  The  opinion  which  has  so  long  and  so  extensively  prevailed,  that 
i  liquors  could  not  be  suddenly  abandoned  with  safety,  has,  in  the  experience  of  this 
1.  been  completely  refuted. 

106  convicts  committed  to  this  prison  since  its  establishment,  90  have  acknowledged 
» to  have  been  intemperate,  or  are  known  to  liave  been  so.  Some  of  these'  were 
riokers j  and  one,  in  addition  to  spirits,  had  for  17  years  used  large  quantities  of 
These  prisoners  were  deprived  of  spirits  at  once  without  a  substitute.  Those  inch* 
;  whom  the  habit  was  long  confirmed,  suffered  a  temporary  loss  of  appetite  and  almost 
noing  anguish  for  the  waul  of  their  accustomed  stimulus,  which  seemed,  for  the  time, 
>de  every  other  evil  connected  with  their  confinement.  But  by  attentive  watching, 
coffee  and  nutritious  and  wlmlesome  diet,  the  appetite  was  soon  improved,  and  after 
vatly  increased — the  craving  for  spirits  gradually  subsides j  and  after  some  time  had 
bey  acknowledged  an  improvement  in  their  feelings,  increase  of  bodily  strength  and 
Hind.  These  facts  are  important ;  and  it  is  hoped  will  have  an  influence  in  correct- 
9  general  mistake  that  is  prevailing,  that  the  peculiar  diseases  of  drunkards  are 
ome  as  suddenly,  if  spirits  be  suddenly  abandoned.  With  this  erroneous  impression 
c  resorted  to  substitutes  and  preventives,  which  only  changed  the  stimulus  without 
tkchabk. 

.ATI oh.  In  addition  to  the  former  expedients  for  ventilation,  a  furnace  has  been 
d  tor  the  double  obojet  of  regulating  the  temperature  of  the  prison,  and  still  more 
porposa  of  forcing  a  constant  supply  of  pure  air  into  the  great  nail. 

tMEirr.   The  subject  of  employment  was  adverted  to  is  the  Report  of  last  year, 
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•ad  alio  in  the  report  of  the  directors.    Another  year's  experience  he*  confin 

former  opiniom  on  the  subject,  and  satisfied  us  of  the  importance  of  labor  both  t 

dkcipline.  SAMUEL  B.  WOODV 

Apiul,  1, 1829.  J 


Extracts  from  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  House  of  Re 

JVeic  York. 

Previously  to  the  establishment  of  the  house  of  refuse,  there  were  more  than  I 
Young  persons  annually  committed,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  cither  as  criminals 
Now  the  officers  of  justice  do  not  find  half  that  number,  of  these  descriptions : 
•fleets  of  the  institution  arc  not  only  felt  by  those  who  are  committed  to  its  care,  I 
munity  at  large  feels  its  benign  influence  in  the  diminution  of  crime. 

If  there  could,  at  this  time,  be  a  question  as  to  the  humanity  and  justice  of  lb 
the  condition  of  the  objects  of  its  care,  previously  to  and  aiicr  they  are  recer 
house  of  refuge,  might  be  exhibited.— It  haw  hapi>cncd  that  when  one  has  beei 
as  to  his  former  course  of  life,  and  asked  how  he  obtained  means  of  subsistence 
•wered, '  by  begging  and  stealing/  with  apparently  as  little  consciousness  that  he 
a  disgraceful  confession,  as  if  be  had  said  that  he  had  found  a  support  from  * 
employment. 

Di  almost  every  case — we  do  not  say  in  all  cases — the  discipline  of  the  institu 
reformation.  The  moral  faculties  arc  awakened,  the  thoughts  of  tlie  young 
turned,  often  with  regret,  npon  his  past  life{  and  he  is  led  to  resolve  on  a  better  c 
transition  is  of  a  being  from  a  life  of  want,  ignorance,  idleness,  corruption,  and  r. 
to  the  enjoyments  in  the  refuge  of  comfort,  to  the  relief  which  is  afforded  to  tl 
constant  and  useful  employment,  to  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  to  the  hope 
•n  honest  living,  and  te  the  consolations  of  religion. 

•    H  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  several  of  those  who  appeared  the  most  depraved 
-  came  into  the  refuge,  and  for  some  time  afterward  appeared  incorrigible,  have  t 
given  the  best  hopes  of  their  entire  reformation. 

Since  the  establishment  was  opened,  on  the  first  of  January,  182,r>,  to  the  cor 
of  the  present  year,  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  subjects  have  been  receive 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  have  been  bound  out.  and  of  the  latter  only  twei 
been  returned  on  account  of  their  having  given  dissatisfaction  to  those  to  whoi 
apprenticed. 

In  several  instances  reformed  youtlis,  after  an  absence,  which  they  were  co 
had  advantageously  employed,  have  presented  themselves  to  greet  those  to  who 
were  indebted,  with  filial  affection,  and  with  full  hearts  to  express  their  gratitude 

It  will  be  seen,  that  \hough  the  managers  chiefly  rely  on  a  b\*4«Mi  o£  moral  d 
moderate  corporeal  chastisement  is  not  prohibited,    ft  rarely  happens,  but  tlk- 
natures  who  can  be  made  to  feel  only  through  their  corporeal  sViim?s  ;  and  die  nu 
not  been  willing  to  suffer  these  to  be  sacrificed  to  notions  of  ultra-philanthropy, 
•feoUsh  all  punishments. 
.  The  introduction  of  the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  ladies,  for  the  female 
is  an  improvement,  the  benefits  of  which  aw  constantly  felt. 
;  There  have  been  in  the  house  of  refuge,  during  the  last  year,  including  thai 
Ml  there  the  preceding  year,  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  boys  and  girls.  4 
hundred  and  forty-eight  nave  been  bound  out,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-one 
the  clot*  of  the  year. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  report  cannot  be  closed,  without  adverting 
which  is  very  far  from  aflbrdiiigany  grounds  of  satisfaction ;  it  is  die  slate  of  tl 
the  revenuc'of  the  institution.--This  establishment  must  be  considered  as  an  int 
the  penitentiary  system  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Slate  j  it  may  be  st 
foundation  on  which  the  whole  superstructiire  rests;  and  there  can  be  no  more 
lieve  that  the  Legislature  will  witlilwld  from  it  an  adequate  support,  than  there 
that  Uiev  will  abandon  the  principles  of  a  penal  code,  which  marks  the  advancer 
kind  in  knowledge,  civilization,  and  humanity. 

The  managers,  while:  on  thi*  subject.  bee-  leave  to  present  some  extracts  iron 
a  committee  of  the  Senate,  which  introduced  die  law  of  \82fi. 

The  committee  say,  "There  is  hardly  a  child  who  will  be  condemned  to  t 
refuge,. who,  if  left  lo  the  course  which  will  brin£  him  there,  would  not  final 
charge  to  the  Slate  as  a  convict.— One  person,  in  particular,  who  is  now  coi 
prison  at  Auburn,  was  first  convicted  when  he  was  only  ten  years  old,  and  ins 
ferent  tones,  l>ecn  twenlv-«ight  year* a  convict,  supported  by  the  State  at  an  ea 
less  than  two  thousand  dollars." 

*8ince  the  house  of  refuge  was  opened,''  continues  the  same  report,  "th 
Children  who  have  been  brought  lo  the  Dar  of  the  criminal  courts  in  New  York, 
in'tbe  proportion  of  four  to  one" 


«  • 


VOURTH  REPORT— 1889. 


817 


h  coadoMB,  the  managers  have  only  to  say,  that  they  desire  nothing  more  than  the  rood- 
He  means  necessary  to  support  the  institution j  and,  relying  on  the  disposition  which  has 
been  heretofore  manifested  by  the  Legislature,  to  support  an  establishment  which,  the  mana* 
g^n  behove,  was  justly  characterized  by  the  late  Governor,  as  "  the  best  penitentiary  insti- 
tution ever  devised  by  the  wit,  and  established  by  the  beneficence  of  man.77 


Report  of  Work  done  by  the  Females. 

>erfoi 
first,  1817,  to  the  first  of : 


A  statement  of  the  work  performed  by  the  female  subjects  in  the  house  of  refuge  from  De- 

~  December,  1828,  inclusive,  vi«. 


leelrag  two  hundred  and  seventy  thou- 
sand stains  of  cotton  yarn.     .       ,     970.000 

Starts  ssode, 488 

fltadunn  run  in  the  heals,  pairs,  . 
laves*  Duck  Pantaloons,  mads,   . 

Spreads  for  cell* 

Woauea  Pantaloons,     .... 

Weaflen  Jackets, 

Beasts  for  Cells,  made, . 

amots  for  Hospital,       .... 

Wails  Van  Dykes,  made, 

do.       do 


Cwgaam  do. 


950 

114 

113 

59 

5S 

80 

10 

79 

9 

9 

81 

54 


VIC 

Brown  Aprons, 87 

Brown  Aprons  for  Boys,        ....  6 

Night  Caps, 4)8 

Night  Gowns, 18 

White  Aprons, 15 

Jacket*. 90 

Brown  Towels, 53 

Brown  Rollers, 20 

Pillow  Cases 98 

Bod  Ticks, 50 

Mattresses, 17 

Carpeting,  yards  of,                      »  65 

Quills  for  Hospital, 10 

Blanknts  mended, ,  58 

Bed  Ticks,  monded, 30 


Hie  number  of  stockings  mended  were  so  numerous,  that  to  have  kept  an  account  of  them 
would  have  proved  tedious. 

Washing  and  baking  are  two  branches  of  no  inconsiderable  importance.  The  washing  on 
an  average  has,  during  the  year,  amounted  to  about  eight  hundred  pieces  per  week,  ana  the 
ssjadmg  of  the  same.  In  addition  to  the  above  estimate  of  work,  there  is  to  be  considered  all 
%  domestic  work  relative  to  themselves,  and  the  keeping  in  order  the  female  department, 
fin.  rooking,  mending  for  themselves,  cleaning  house,  etc.  etc.  of  which  there  cannot  be  a 
~~  "    account  given. 


Work  done  by  the  Boys. 


Brass  JttuZ  MmutfaUsry. 
Of  assorted  sixes,  15,600  M.  which  averages  300 
tssssand  per  week. 

Csao*  Bottom  ManjtfaeUnry. 
Can*  chair  bottom,  10,884,  or  907  docon. 
It  will  he  understood  that  the  cane  ii  dressed, 
salts*)  frames  for  the  seats  made  by  the  boys. 
Wdlom  Worker*. 

3  Gallon  Demijohn*. 


<« 
it 
n 


900 

5ft) 
700 
400 
350 


8  do. 
1  do. 
4  do. 
quart 


Bruok  Msmnfaciory. 


Stdoasu  Haw  Brushes, 
attdeeaw  Cloth  Brashes. 
9M  dosen  Tooth  Brushes. 
8»aoaeo  Hatters'  Brashes. 
SB  dosen  Scrubbing  Brushes. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


60  dosen  Crumb  Brashes. 
9000  weight  Bristles,  snorted  and  combed. 
5'JO  pound  Bristles,  picked. 
1000  weight  Bristles,  washed  and  bleached. 

Carpenter'*  Shop. 
Soap  boxos,  for  shipping,  .  .    12,407 

Windsor        do 1,793 

Large  brown  do 9,599 

Candle  do.         ...  1,849 

lb\0OO 
Shot  Stop. 
Cacks, 1,500 

Pumps, 500 

For  domestic  use,       ....        450 
Tailor9*  Shop. 
150  Suits,  Jacket  and  browsers  for  winter- 
400  pairs  canvas  tro wears  for  summer, 
tt  Caps. 


STATEMENTS. 


Subjects. 
That  were  m  the  boose  when  the  last  report 

was  made, 161 

Of  tfcoie  previomfe  disposed  of,  there  hare 

■sen  returned,      ..... 
ftsoNved  during  too  past  year,   « 


J7 
159 

W7 


them  have  been  sadeotaved, 


Attained  to  friends,    . 
.lammed  to  the  amts-house, 

or«f»,      .     .     .     . 

fcWia  the  bouse, 

27* 


148 

6 

13 

9 

7 
161 
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The  numbor  of  subjects  received  into  the 
house  of  refuge,  since  onr  last  report, . 

Committed  by  the  following  authorities,  vii. 
Commissioner*,       ,        .        .08 


P«ilico,     . 

New  York  Sensioni, 
Brooklyn  Sessions,  . 
Albany  BumioiM,  . 
Utka  '{Sessions,  . 
Nowborsjh  Stations, 
Schobario  Oyer  and  Terminer 


45 
8 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 


159 


-150 


Of  tbo  above  numbor,  ninety-three  are  foreigners, 
or  the  children  of  foreigners,  and  the  remaining 
si*ty*«ix  are  of  American  parentage. 


918  PJUSQN.  DlfCOTHKE.ftOCJJWY-  M 

EatraeUflr&m  (he  Report  of  the  Inspeeiors  of  the  JftiftttfW  Ahkfe  JVfite*. ' 
T»  clw  Hononhla  U»  L^Mbtiuw  oftte  Bias*  of  New  Toitk 

The  inspectors  of  the  stale  prison  ai  Auburn  respectfully  report, 

That  the  expenditures  for  the  general  support  of  the  prison  during  the  year  ending-  the  31* 

day  of  October,  1828,  amounted  to J»,571  84 

During  the  same  period  there  was  received $36,906  81 

To  this  must  be  added,  in  the  hands  of  the  agent,  31st  October,  1827,   g*,4B&  99  #39,367  SO 

Leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  agent,  31st  October,  1828, $5,1$$% 

On  the  first  day  of  January  last  there  was  in  the  treasury  a  balance  of  a  previous  appronrhV 
tion  for  building,  of                 .    %                                              ...        .'        .        J3JK 
The  Lcgislrmrc  last  winter  added  to  this  fond,     .                      .                 '      .    v     *jHki 
And  also  appropriated  for  ordinary  repairs  of  the  prison,  and  for  die  e^peftsfe1  of  .  ■ 

discharged  convicts, $flw 

Making  a  fund  for  objects  above  staled, #7*86 

This  sum  has  been  expended  for  the  purposes  designed,  and  was  all  duly  accounted  for  ft* 
the  comptroller  on  the  31st  day  of  last  October  ^  since,  which,  the  agent  baa  ttot  only  paid  ai. 
the  ordinary  current  expenses  for  general  support  Jroiu  the  earnings  of  convicts,,  but  also  for 
the  repairs  of  tlie  prison  and  appurtenances,  and  the  expense  of  discharged  convicts* 

On  theuight  of  the  "2M  day  of  October  last,  an  alarming  fire  broke  out  in  a  paial  ska*  it 
the  north  yard  of  the  prison,  which  was  connected  with  a  lumber  and  a  wood  abed.    Tatst 


erections  were  contiguous  to  the  north  whig 'of  the  orison,  and  extended  nearly  its  whole 
length,  and  were  placed  in  that  position  for  die  want  of  room  elsewhere,  ■  » 

Besides  consuming  the  buildings  spoken  of,  with  their  contents,  the  fire  destroyed  sets?  af.i 
the  windows  and  wooden  frames  of  the  north  wiug,  and  shattered  to-  piece*  the  free  ttose  wit- 
dew  caps,  starts,  and  sills,  which  bad  l>cen  injudiciously  used  instead  of  hase  stave.  ■ .:) 

The  amount  of  damages  which  tho  State  has  sustained  by  this  fire  cannot  wat  be  ManMh 
shrtedr  hot,  considering  the  direct  loss  of  buildings  and  other  materials,  tne  wtssraptMatv 
hoiness,  and  other  consequential  damages,  which  are  of  an.  uncertain  character,  ihn  hep  m  jjsijl 
State  will  probably  be  from  three  to  four  thousand  dollars,  -<t 

Contractors  lost  about  two  thousand  dollars. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  as  the  fire  endangered  the  lives  of  the  convicts  in  their 


they  were  all  taken  out,  and  employed  from  about  midnight  till  nearly  .sunrise  the  next  saorar.f 
ing  in  suppressing  and  extinguishing  the  fire.    No  occasion  could  have  so  favorably  rxhihiiad 
the  discipline  of  the  convicts,  without  whose  exertions,  it  is.  feared,  the  fire  oould  not  hsjssv 
been  arrested  m  its  progress  through  the  main  buildings  of  the  prison.  *k 

The  most  astonishing  order  was  preserved,  and  no  escape  or  attempt  to  escape,  was  audit 

It  will  be  olwcrvcd  that  we  have  had  uo  fund  in  the  treasury  to  defray  the  expense  .of  i»m 
pairs,  and  of  discharged  convicts,  siuce  the  31st  of  October  last. 

Notwithstanding-  the  ordinary  as  well  as  the  above  mentioned  extraordinary  repairs  thai) 
will  be  required,  the  agent  believes  that  no  appropriations  by  the  present  Lcyriafcr*  w31  |t 
necessary,  and  none  will  be  solicited. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1828,  there  were  525  convicts  in  this  prison,  and  on  the  fint 
day  of  January,  1829, 570. 

During  the  year  1828,  there  have  been  174  convicts  received ;  9  have  died,  44  have  beai 
discharged  by  the  expiration  of  their  sentences,  and  7G  have  been  pardoned. .  .  -  ri 

There  arc  now  as  many  convicts  as  can  be  confined  separately  in  the  Berth  wing ;  ana  ■ 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  state  that  the  south  wing  was  not  designed  for  solitary  coofinetaeat 
The  number  of.  convicts  cannot  therefore  be  increased  here  consiatenUy  wish  their  ■ouiatlt 
course  and  correct  discipline,  until  a  new  block  of  ecus  shall  be  constructed,  either  b>  eiltrief^ 
the  south  wing  or  otherwise.  .  ^au 

On  the  subject  of  female  convicts,  much  has  been  heretofore  said,  and  we  will  now  ooJyaoa 
to  the  following  extract  from  a  memorial  presented  to  the  last  Legislature  by  the  agent,  jhs 
simple  remark,  that  we  consider  the  provision  made  for  female  convicts  to  be  a  blot  epos  Ot 
(air  character  of  the  State.  i 

."  The  only  place  where  the  females  can  be  confined,  and  communication  with  die  w 
convicts  prevented,  is  a  large  single  room  in  the  attic  story  of  the  smith  wing,  and  the  wi- 
dows of  which,  even  there,  are  necessarily  closed  at  all  seasons,  to  prevent  communication 
with  the  male  convicts,  with  which  the  entire  wing  is  surrounded. 

Here  tlm  c  are  already  crowded  together  more  than  twenty  females,  of  all  ages,  colon, 
and  crimes,  without  the  means  of  discipline  or  useful  employment.  -    ■  ■ 

This  is  the  outline  of  a  picture  of  human  degradation  which  the  imagination  cea  scaree\ff 
fifl  up  to  the  reality.  And  if  many  more  shall  be  thrown  into  this  receptacle  of  wreusedass|[ 
and  sin,  physical  as  well  as  moral  death  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence.  ,^ 

The  undersigned  represented  to  the  late  Gov.  Clinton,  the  lamentable  condition  of  fasif 
convicts,  and  the  manifest  and  gross  impropriety  of  their  ever  being  confined  in  the  saas) 
prison  with  male  convicts,  ana  that  distinguished  —Tire*"  presented  the  aubject  Ip  tht* 
Legislature  ii  strong  and  forcible  language. 
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ive  also  heretofore  deemed  it  our  duty  to  speak  of  the  libera),  not  to  say  injudicious, 
of  the  pardoning  power,  and  will  now  only  add  the  following-  facts : 
H,  there  were  8b  convicts  pardoned  in  this  prison,  the  average  number  being  426. 
7,  43  were  pardoned  from  on  average  numtwr  of  47f> ;  and  in  1828, 76  were  par- 
m\  an  average  number  of  6-18,  making  the  aggregate  of  pardons  at  this  prison  in 
ir*  205,  while  during  the  same  period  there  were  only  122,  the  terms  of  whose  sen- 
cpired.     Docs  this  exhibit  the  prompt,  steady,  and  uniform  execution  of  the  laws? 
egree  of  health  which  has  prevailed  in  this  institution  for  several  years  past,  probably 
i  any  in  the  world  of  nn  equal  oumi>cr  of  convicts ;  the  number  of  patients  confined 
spital  being  alxnil  one  per  cent.,  and  the  number  of  deaths  one  and  a  half. 

•  nine  death'  during  the  lust  year,  two  only  were  occasioned  by  fever,  and  three 
ere  occasioned  by  diseases  which  the  convicts  brought  widi  them  to  prison,  as  will 
iv  a  reference  to  "the  plivsiciaifs  report  hereto  annexed. 

ii"  interest injr  fact,  thai  there  are  tew  Indian  convicts  who  can  long  endure  confine- 
iiout  ctatroyiug  tlieir  health  and  depressing  their  spirits. 

>\v  the  moral  iniluenee  of  this  institution  upon  die  convicts,  we  refer  with  great  satis- 
i  the  annexed  statement  concerning  the  characters  of  discharged  convicts,  the  facts 

st.ucmcnt  have  l>ecn  collected  with  great  labor  and  considerable  expense, 
gent  expresses  to  u»  his  acknowledgment  for  die  able  and  efficient  assistance  of  the 
chaplain,  hi  preparing  these  two  valuable  documents,  as  also  for  his  discreet,  faithful, 
rficial  sen  ices  in  his  appropriate  department.  The  Sabbath  school,  which  is  under 
nal  superintendence,  is  highly  flourishing,  and  embraces  125  scholars. 
>  subject  of  a  mil-road  to  connect  this  prison  with  the  Erie  canal,  we  will  only  refer 
cuments  in  the  journals  of  die  last  Legislature,  and  add,  that  another  year's  experi- 

fiillv  sustained  the  views  and  facts  therein  presented. 

tdnsioo;  we  bog  leave  to  invite  the  special  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  compen- 
sid  to  the  subordinate  officers  and  guard  of  the  prison,  and  more  particularly  to 

■ 

fficnlt  for  those  who  are  not  jxTsoiially  acquainted  with  the  subject,  duly  to  appro- 
character  and  sen-ices  of  these  men. 

A  the  mere  doty  of  a  common  soldier,  that  our  guard  are  required  to  perform.  The  trust 
in  them  is  of  an  important  character,  requiring  judgment,  fidelity,  and  vigilance.— 
rgtu  they  have  in  charge  the  keys  of  the  whole  institution  ;  and  upon  their  honesty  and 
oesH  depends  its  safety  from  fire',  from  the  nocturnal  incursions  of  discharged  convicts, 
daring  villains  from  without.    And  to  a  certain  degree,  the  lives  of  officers  and  con- 

•  pint  into  1he  keeping  of  the  guard  5  they  should  therefore  be  men  of  character, 
unifies,  and  a  stake  in  society. 

1  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  such  men  can  be  obtained  for  $18  per  month,  and 
ho  taut  perquisite  in  board  or  otherwise  from  the  prison  ?  Experience  has  admon- 
that  it  cannot  be  done. 

lerefore.  in  behalf  of  the  public  interest  and  safety,  do  respectfully  but  earnestly  solicit, 
w  may  be  passed,  allowing  the  agent  to  nay  the  guard  twenty-five  dollars  per  month, 
;  as  the  scrjeant  of  the  guard  is  now  paid,  there  oeing  no  sufficient  reason  for  his  re- 
move than  the  rest,  their  duties  being  equal. 
lien  ii  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  WILLIAMS. 

HORACE  HILLS. 

J.  H.  HARDENBERGH. 

WALTER  WEED. 
tar9*  Office,  Slate  Prism,  Auburn,  1st  Jan.  1829. 

To  the  Inspectors  of  the  Aubnrn  Bute  Prison. 
««*,-— In  reporting  the  state  of  health  in  the  prison,  it  will  be  gratifi  *ng  to  the 
Kkpist,  to  be  assured  that  a  state  of  health  exists  amongst  the  convicts,  fully  equal  to 
igc  of  our  citizens. 
following  are  the  average  hospital  cases  per  day,  for  each  month,  for  the  year  1828. 

say, 4  July, 4 

nary, 5  August, 6 

i, 5  September, 8 

lf 6  October, 4 

, 6  November, 5 

, 4  December,  ....       ^       6 

The  deaths  in  1828  are  nine  in  number,  viz. 
ov  Sansouci,  Indian,  February  18,  diseased  brain :  David  Fritz.  February  28,  fever : 
(lark,  April  5,  consumption :  Alma  Hunt,  May  10,  consumption :  Isaac  Smith, 
consumption :  Isaac  Ayres,  June  6,  inflammation  of  the  brain :  John  M'Niel, 
7,  consumption :  Lawrence  Quackenboss,  August  16,  consumption :  Elizabeth 
,  October  16,  fever. 

•  above  cases,  Thomas  Clark,  Alma  Hunt,  and  Isaac  Smith,  came  to  the  prison  affect- 
ibe  diseases  of  which  they  died.  JOHN  G.  MORGAN, 
&BY  1, 1829.  i'nysicMii  ami  Sur^em. 

H 
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PRISON  DISCIPLINE  MCOTT. 


Auburn  Report  to  the  Legislature,  1828. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  convicts  examined  on  their  discharge  from  prison, 
under  the  age  of  20,  six j  between  20  and  30,  seventy-seven ;  30  and  40.  forty 
inirty-ibree ;  50  and  GO,  fiflcen  j  GO  and  70,  five  \  70  and  80.  two.— Total,  178. 

In  regara  to  education  when  they  came  to  prison,  the  following;  will  exhibit 
outline  >— Decent  common  education,  115.  Education  very  poor,  ol.  No  educe 
great  portion  of  the  two  latter  chutes  have  been  instructed  in  the  prison  Sabbat) 
taught  to  read,  and  many  of  them  to  write  and  cipher. 

Deprived  o/ parents  when  young,  or  left  them  before  they  were  of  age,  65.  1 
intemperate,  87. 

Auburn  Report  for  1829. 

Under  the  ace  of  20,  four ;  between  20  and  90,  fifty ;  30  and  40,  thirty-nine 
twenty ;  50  and  60,  seven  *,  GO  and  70,  three ;  70  and  80,  none j  80  and  iX),  two.- 

Of  decent  education,  40.  Very  poor  education,  47.  No  education,  27.  lnte 
Parents  died  when  young,  or  left  their  parents  before  of  age,  44. 


Character  of  convicts  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Auburn  prism 
by  Postmasters,  Sheriffs,  and  others,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
Utters  addressed  to  them  from  the  prison,  by  the  Agent  and  Chapl 
information  having  been  obtained  carefully,  three  years  in  succession 
to  ablest  four  thousand  letters. 


MBals.         Crime. 


Be/ore  conviction. 


SINCE  DISCHARGED. 
In  ia&>  and  1887.  In  1898. 


W.  8%       Forgery*  Intemperate. 

C.  R.        Burglary.  Habits  good. 

N.  C.       Ct.  money.  Intemperate. 

A.  B.        Forgery.  Not  good. 

A.  M.  B.  Petit  larceny.  Unsteady 


Reverso  of  bad. 
Conducts  with  prop. 


E.W. 

P.D. 

W.  P. 

J.C, 

L.R. 

E.P. 

J.H. 

O.8. 

W.  H. 

J.O. 

O.8. 

J.  8. 

J.  M. 

H.C. 

J.C. 

J.  C.  P. 

P.T. 

J.C. 

D.R. 

8.N. 

J.G. 

A.  B. 

H.A. 

J.D. 

J.J. 

J.G. 


Cons,  to  cheat. 
Forgery. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny. 
Ct.  money. 
Bigamy. 
G.  larceny. 
Hsrjury. 
Folony. 
G.  larceny. 


D.P.M.N.  Forgery 


Intemperate. 

Not  known. 

Dishonest. 

Character  good. 

Steady. 

An  idle  profligate 

Habit*  bad. 

Bad. 

Bad. 

Unsteady. 

„  Indolent,  vicious. 

Attempt  to  rape.  Very  intemperate. 
Manslaughter.    Notoriously  bad. 
G.  larceny.         Not  known. 
As.  to  murder.   Very  abandoned. 
Arson.  Pretty  fair* 

At.  to  break  jail.  Intemperate. 
Manslaughter*  Intemperate. 
Forgery.  Habitual  drunkard 

Ct.  money.  Not  known. 

Forgery.  Not  known. 

Aid.  to  br.  jail.   Not  good. 
Petit  larceny.     Very  intemperate 
Arson,  Not  known. 

Perjury.  Drunken. 

Assault  to  rape.  Not  known. 
Perjury.  "  " 


Intemporate. 

Good  neighbor. 
Improved. 


Regular,  sober. 

Industrious. 

More  temperate. 

Conduct  good. 

Conduct  good. 

Conduct  good. 

Conduct  good. 

Same  as  before. 

Deranged. 

Steady,  industrious.    Steady,  mdnstrious. 

Steady,  industrious.    Good  character. 

Improved.  Bettor  than  before. 

Bad. 

Quiet  and  respectable. Much  reformed. 

Habits  correct.  More  respectable. 

Mnch  improved.  Reclaimed. 

Somewhat  improved.  Relapsed. 

Greatly  improved. 


Still  appears  so. 
About  the  same. 
Habits  still  bad. 


Orderly  citizen. 


S. 
J.  I.  H. 
H.  D.  L. 
J.B. 
J.  P. 
B.S. 
C.S. 
E.C.D. 
L.W. 


O.  M. 
A.  B. 
A.  P. 
K.R. 
D.T. 
K.B.D. 

i.e. 

C.F. 


Not  known. 

Intemperate. 

A  bad  man. 

Intemperate. 

Reputation  bad. 

Very  intemperate. 

Not  good. 

Very  bad. 

Worthies.. 

Intemperate. 

Bad. 

Been  in  prison. 

Habits  bad. 

Not  known. 

Intemperate. 

Intemperate. 

Intemperate. 

Very  bad. 

Manslaughter.    Intemperate. 
At.  to  murder.   Very  intemperate. 


Perjury. 
Forgery. 
Arson. 
Arson. 
Ct.  money. 
Burglary. 
Ct.  money. 
G.  larceny. 
Forgery. 


W.  M.  B.  G.  larceny. 


Manslaughter. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  kuoeoy. 
G.  larceny. 


Uniformly  honest. 

A  reformed  man. 

Uniformly  good. 

Not  much  improved. 

Greatly  improved. 
.  Habits  mill  bad.  _. 

Industrious,  orderly.   Orderly  citizen. 

Industrious,  orderly. 

Bolter  citizen. 

Appears  reformed. 

A  good  character. 

Drunken  follow. 

Steady,  industrious. 

Good  citizen. 

Conduct  bad. 

No  wise  improved. 

Steady,  industrious. 

Nothing  unfavorable 

Steady,  industrious. 

Habirt  good. 

Condoet  good. 

In  jail  acain. ,„._ 

Honertjiaircharacter.Caaractef  food. 

Bad.  "^ 

Bad. 

Not  improved. 

Nothing  improper. 

Very  good  character.  Steady,  good  eitrmn 

Very  good  character.  Steady,  good  eitiaea. 

Very  good  character.  Steady,  good  cfesans. 

Suspected.  Steady,  good  oMsttu. 

Much  improved.  Steady,  good  citizen. 

Sober,  discreet  man.  Steady,  good  eitiata. 


Pious. 

Now  in  this  pri 
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CHARACTER  SINCE  DISCHARGED.  , 


ft  m 

"»'  HSi,. 

K.  A.  Brtilji,.  iiit. 

ii  3SE3E?. 


la'lt.n.l.Wpawl 


A  reformed  jduu 

So  pi.  ISM. 
Fob?.  ]«». 

Rofuricfld. 

Good  inhatillam. 

Nov.   1898. 

Moth  mpKl«l. 

Ut.oiwptiDm.blt. 

Apr.    1620. 

Nor.    USB. 

Apr.  lain. 

Perfectly  regular. 

I«r»r«j]lf  iiwflvoiln.  Junr.  1027. 

Miniteu  rofur  ouuioc 

JuF,.  tau. 

Nil  iu»mcl«i. 

Jan  7.  1BH. 

Reformed  .11 J  pi™ 

Dd.Ii  upnjhll,. 

Apr.  isas. 

Apt.   IMC. 

Intoniiwrnli.. 

FtllUW  and  hooail.  < 


V.    IHW. 

«r.  in 


FBOON  DUCIFLUnt  SOCIKTT. 
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Msatf .        Crims.  Btfart  CMri&fca. 


CHARACTER  8INCE  DISCHARGED. 

/» 1836  and  1897.  J»1898. 


A.W. 

J.  T.  L. 

C.  W.  8. 
M.  L. 
N.  D. 
L.J. 
W.L. 
B.  Y.S. 
J.D.B. 

D.  Y. 
J.  O.  P. 
J.  8. 

J.  F. 
8.C 
J.R. 

D.  B. 
E.B. 
H.P. 
J.M. 

I.  P. 
P.  8. 
E.B. 

J.  W.  B. 
P.B. 
A.G. 
W.R. 

ao. 

J.G. 
8.  R.  T. 
B.  K. 
W.P. 
W.  P. 
J.  P. 
J.C. 
W.A. 
L.B. 
C.L. 

A.  R. 
H.  P.  P. 
ludian. 
J.  W. 
J.T. 
1.8. 

E.  A.N. 
J.  8. 
M.S. 
H.B. 
M.  1J. 
T.  A.  W. 

an. 

S.C. 
J.  D.  H. 
D.C. 
D.V. 
J.  H.  I. 
A.I). 
R.  n. 
P.  D. 
N.M. 
W.D. 
F.K. 
J.C. 
O.  P. 

B.  M. 
O.  T. 
G.  L. 
8.  V. 

II.  «. 
P.P. 
8.  T. 
A.  A. 
N.B. 
O.T. 
8.  P. 
I.W. 
A.W. 


Ct.  IDOOOJ. 

Forgery. 

Forgery. 

Perjury. 

Ct.  money. 

Perjury. 

Ct.  money. 

Ct.  money. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

IVriury. 

Ci.  larceny. 

Forgery. 

Penury. 

G.  larceny. 

Ct.  money. 

Ct.  money. 

Ct-  money. 

Perjury. 

Forgery. 

IVnury  and  lar. 

G.  larceny. 

Ct.  money. 

G.  larceny. 

Ct.  money. 

G.  larceny. 

Ut.  money. 

Perjury. 

Ct.  money. 

Swindling. 

A*,  to  murder. 

Forgery. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

Petit  larc.  3d  off. 

Ct.  money. 

At.  to  murder. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  rarcen'  . 

Forgery. 

Perjury* 

Assault .  j  rape. 

Forgery. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

Forgery. 

Forgery. 

Bigamy. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

Penary. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

Forgery. 

Arnault  to  rape. 

G.  larceny. 

Assault  to  ra|*. 

Forgery. 

As.  to  murder. 

G.  larceny. 

Forgery. 

G.  larceny. 

Perjury. 

G.  larceny. 

Manslaughter. 

Ct.  money. 

Petit  larc.  2d  off. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

Ct.  money. 

G.  larceny. 

(I.  larceny. 

<>.  larceny. 

Forgery. 

G.  larceny. 


Very  bad. 
Decent. 
Good. 
Not  known. 
Not  very  good. 
Not  very  bad. 
Ad.  to  gambling. 
Idle. 

Dissipated. 
Very  bad. 
Extremely  bad. 
Inconsiderate. 
A  prudent  man. 
Rude. 

Not  described. 
Not  described. 
Not  described. 
Not  known. 
Intemperate. 
Not  known. 
Very  bod. 
An  old  offender. 
Not  known. 
Not  known. 
Intomperate. 
Not  known. 
Not  stated. 
Intemperate. 
Not  the  worst* 
Not  described. 
Great  villain. 
Intemperate. 
A  drunkard. 
Not  known. 
Not  known. 
3  times  in  prison. 
Very  bad. 
Void  or  every  good. 
Drunken. 
Great  vagabond. 
An  old  offendor. 
Not  known. 
Not  described. 
Not  tlio  worst. 
Worthless. 
Not  known. 
Wild,  unsteady. 
Wild,  unsteady. 
Vicious  character. 
An  old  offender. 
Not  known. 
Intompprate. 
Very  dishonest. 
Character  good. 
Exceedingly  loose. 
Drunken  vagabond. 
Conduct  had. 
Very  intemporate. 
Intemperate. 
Very  intemperate, 
A  drunkard. 
A  knave,  &  intemp 
Not  known. 
Character  bad. 
Ihnjii|»ated. 
Not  described. 
Dissipated.  , 
Very  intemperate. 
A  gambler. 
An  old  offender. 
A  hard  caso. 
Nut  de*cribtd. 
Not  described. 
Intemperate. 
Intemperate. 
Intemporate. 


Improved. 
Sober  and  steady. 
Very  good. 
Stimulates  too  high. 
Very  steady. 
Not  very  good. 

8tiU  bad. 

Greatly  improved. 
Not  much  reformed. 
Regular. 
Intemperate. 
Industrious. 
Good  character. 
Much  reformed.  . 
Mtnh  improved. 
Much  improved. 
Much  improved. 
Not  a  very  bad  man. 
Conduct  very  correct. 
Dissipated,  worthless. 
Habits  good. 
Habits  bad. 
Till  of  late,  good. 
Well  estoemed. 
Professor  of  religion. 
Character  good. 
A  moral,  good  man. 


Continues  the 


Good  citizen. 
Good  eilisen. 


Feby. 

Aug. 

Dec. 

Sept. 

Feby* 
Mar. 

A  gambler.  June, 

A  respectable  man.     Dee. 
Behaves  much  better.  Feby. 

Feby. 

Jany. 

Dec. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Jany. 

si** 

May, 

Aug. 
Conduct  not  so  good.  Sept. 

June, 

Apr. 

Aug. 

irony. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Nov. 

Auj. 

Steady,  industrious.    Aug. 
Very  little  altered.      Feby. 
Steady  and  religious.  June, 
Dangerous  fallow. 
Unqualifiedly  good.     Sept. 
Perfectly  temperate.   Nov. 
A  hard  character.       July, 
Respectable  citizen.    Dec. 
Character  very  bad.    June, 
A  good,  pious  man.     Apr. 
Tetnporate. 

Industrious.  June, 

Reformed.  July* 

Very  industrious.        May, 
Bad  character. 
Striking  change.         Dec. 
Behaves  well.  Jany. 

Worthless  character.  Oct. 


A  devout  Christian. 
Pious,  good  citizen. 


June, 
June, 
June, 
Nor. 


Sept. 
Nov. 
Mar. 


Died  pious. 

Industry- as. 

Industrials. 

Industrious, 

In  prison. 

Conduct  good. 

Intemperate. 

Not  reformed. 

Character  good. 

Professor  of  religion.  June, 

Greatly  improved.       Jany. 

Appears  really  pious.  Juno, 

Less  intemperate.        Aug. 

A  great  reformation.  Feby. 

Conduct  improved.      Nov. 

Industrious. 

Still  intemperate. 

Character  good. 

Respectable. 

Appears  well. 

No  reformation. 

Conduct  good. 

Pious. 

Exemplary  Christian.  Mar. 

Conduct  improved.      Nov. 

Behaves  respectably.  Jany. 

Rather  intemperate.   June, 

Very  industrious.        Sept. 

Sober  and  indurtr  rout.  June, 

Sober  and  tndustrioM.Nar. 

Sober  and  industrious.  Jany. 


IBM. 
J  836. 
1835. 
1834. 
1834. 
1835. 
littf. 
J&20. 
1696. 

lew. 

IBS. 
1864. 
1885. 
1835. 
18£>. 
Id*. 
1895. 
1836. 
1833. 
1845. 
18W. 
180. 
J  826. 

im. 
im. 

1835. 
1891. 
VS3. 
1831. 
18*. 

law. 

1817. 
1881. 
1818. 
1897. 
18V. 

1MB. 

lb*. 
1888. 

1835. 
1833. 
MK. 
1813. 
1835. 
1838. 
1836. 


Mil. 


Feby. 

Aug. 

Nov. 

Jan. 

Apr. 

Janv. 

Feby. 

Mar. 


1838. 
1833. 
1833. 
1838. 
1830. 

1836. 

J8& 

1(36.     ' 

1*«. 

1*34. 

IMS. 

1833. 

1:9ft. 

1H37. 

I83& 

1835.     • 

1817. 

1818.     . 

1833.     ' 
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Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Maryland  Penitentiary,  tub- 

mitted  to  the  Legislature,  December  23, 1828. 

To  Um  Board  of  Directors  of  tho  Maryland  FoniteDtianr. 

The  Committee  of  Superintendence  present  to  the  Board  of  Directors  tlie  annual  abstract 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Mary  laud  Penitentiary  to  the  30th  Nov.,  1828. 

The  female  department,  under  the  direction  of  its  worthy  and  attentive  matron,  hat  pro- 
duced a  net  gain  of  £1,335  71,  derived  from  the  proceeds  of  iU  labor  for  the  weaving  and 
ether  departments ;  proving',  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  that  convict  females,  under  the  govern- 
ment of  one  of  their  own  sex,  may  not  only  be  as  well  disciplined  as  males,  but  that  their  labor 
may  be  so  directed  as  to  he  equally  profitable.  A  truth  thai  is  as  yet  unknown  uj  any  other 
than  the  Maryland  penitentiary. 

The  gain  by  lhe  several  departments,  exclusive  of  the  expense  for  the  support  of  the  con- 
vict*, has  been  #21,427  38;  but  is  reduced  by  the  payment  ol  the  salaries.of  officers,  and  the 
mttalineut  on  the  loau  of  1822,  and  intereston  that  and  the  loan  of  1828,  to  $lJ,&)4  16,— lie 
netgara  of  the  year. 

To  have  paid,  during  a  year,  the  whole  expense  of  supporting  three  hundred  and  seventeen 
criminals,  amounting,  for  provision,  clothuig,  fuel,  and  other  incidental  expenses,  to  £1H,79G3£, 
beside*  £8,100  0>  for  the  salaries  of  officers,  and  #3,522  36,  on  account  of  loam,  and  have 
realized  a  net  gain  of  £i),8(M  1(>,  is  a  result  that  the  warmest  advocates  of  the  penitentiary 
system  would  not,  a  few  vears  since,  have  ventured  to  predict,  under  any  arrangements  that 
could  ha\e  been  proposed.  Yet  tlie  practical  cflbrts  of  the  directors  and  officers  of  the  Mary- 
land penitentiary  have  not  only  established  the  fact,  but  have  planned  such  a  system  of  regu- 
lations as  renders  almost  certafn  the  attaiumeiit  of  similar  results  in  future. 

The  new  wing)  intended  for  solitary  confinement  at  night,  will  afTord  the  best  and  only 
faai  of  preventing  the  corruption  of*  moral*  consequent  upon  the  mingling  of  convicts  in 
eaJk 

Other  serious  objections  to  the  present  svstcm  exist  in  the  too  great  freedom  of  intercourse 
gu  milled  to  convicts  while  at  labor.  This,  it  will  be  necessary  to  prohibit,  under  regula- 
tions each  as  have  been  found  effective  in  other  prisons,  and  the  committee  join  their  recom- 
mtudafiom  to  those  of  the  late  committee  appointed  by  tho  Board  to  collect  information  on  the 
•abject,  for  the  adoption  of  such  as  will  be  found  suggested '  hi  then*  report,  and  which  arc  de- 
sired loom  the  excellent  discipline  of  the  prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing. 

The  committee  would  further  press  u*x>u  the  Hoard  tlie  expediency  of  establishing  a  genera) 
flonday  school,  after  die  model  of  Uiat  at  the  Auburn  prison.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Mich  an 
■nsuuttiOD  might  be  formed,  ami  that  it  would  be  undertaken  with  pleasure  by  any  one  of  the 
tefirioos  associations  of  die  city. 

'Pie  committee  cannot  forbear  congratulating  the  Hoard  and  the  public  generally,  on  the 
adraaces  already  made  in  tlie  State  of  Maryland,  towards  the  perfection  of  a  system  that 
km  to  long  and  seriously  occupied  the  public  attention ;  a  system  that,  from  the  many  abuses 
1»  which,  when  ill  understood,  it  gave  birth,  was  Itelieved  inadequate  as  a  punishment,  and 
caleolated  rather  to  foster  than  eradicate  the  propensity  to  crime. 
The  plan,  however,  remained  insufficient  to  an  enure  reformation  of  morals,  until,  as  has 
sen  exemplified  in  the  state  prisons  of  New  York,  a  total  restriction  of  intercourse  by  day  as 
til  as  at  night  could  be  brought  into  effect.  The  experience  of  those  prisons  has  afforded 
-s   instance*  of  reformation,  to  prove  that  their  discipline  combines  all  the  advan- 


der,  security,  and  soliordination.      Their  discmliuo  now  servos  as  a  model  to  all  new 

taorap,  and  is  Well  worthy  flic  imitation  of  those  of  the  old,  that  can  possibly  be  adapted  to  it* 

xepttoo. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

TnOS.  HHEPPARD,  {    Comm'U*»J 
GEO.  KE YSER,         )  Superintendent. 

Dbckxbe*  23,  1828. 


To  tot  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Maryland  Penitentiary. 

appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to  make  the  necessary  provisions  for, 

and  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  new  building,  submit  to  the  Board  the  following  report 
^Tthcir  proceedings  : —  ... 

T)m  great  mam  of  the  work  has  already  been  performed,  and,  externally,  the  building  is 
m£toe£  The  plastering  of  the  interior  is  the  principal  of  what  is  wanting,  to  render  the 
building  complete j— the  doors,  fixtures  for  the  galleries,  &c.  being  already  prepared  to  be 
smpjied  when  the  plasterers,  who  are  now  at  work,  shall  have  finished. 

The  cost  of  the  building,  inclusive  of  the  labor  or  prisoners,  has  been  536,066  42.  The  labor 
W'lhe  pnsooers  amounts,  in  all,  to  56,071  50,  of  which  £5,216  25  belongs  to  the  year  ending 
JDut  How  ember. 


platea.  Confinement  without  Ihc  anieaninee  o. 
from  all  descriptions  of  adult  offenders — ibe  uni 
neat  within  llie  same  wall! — enure  vilitmic  di 
both  by  night  end  day .  convenient  Bmnsninon- 
to  he  combined.  Had  a  temporary  edifice  lie 
Wriewmi  ofinj  mb  of  utaw  requaiw,  success 
tin  result  would  perhaps  hat's  bean  ascribed  to 


oaporimenl  lu  eiliibil  Ihe 


e.perii 


mthnSr. 


'discharged  on 

wnnMndupiei!   

tin  edifice  is  82  feel  in  length, 
lor  Ilia  use  of  lad  in ai mews  and  il 
iih  are  of  ronsanienoe  thus  entire! 

lories  uf  the  male  and  female  jxipih 

Kach  kp.Ia; in*  mom,  nf  which  thi're  are  oightv-ji 
ide,  being;  7  ket  in  length,  nnd  i  feet  in  Itrearilh 
If;  but  well  lighted  and  rentilnted.BiwIexiirard  e 
la  abioluic  superintendence  and  inspection.  Workshops  ore  conslnwed  in  lho  eilei 
which  ii  KiiTounded  by  a  bfly  wall.  The  kitchen  apannicnis  tire  arrauired  in  the  1 
centre  building.  Infirmaries  are  provided  with  a  view  ui  such  a  location  as  wiH  » 
to  the  sick,  and  remove  the  healthy  from  the  danger  of  eonlagion.  A  chapel  of  m 
mensious  is  constructed,  so  as  to  keep  tlie  difleienl  sexes  fiuiu  cuuvcrsation,  and  cvet 
iu  each  other. 

Having  sufficiently  advanced  the  work  to  exhibit  it   to  ihr  puhtir  oikI  to  receive 

establishment  was  formally  opened  on  the  HSita  of  November.  Iftifi,  hy  an  aclrtrc* 

President  of  the  institution,  delivered  in  a  large  assembly.    Three  Ihouaul  routes 

drem  were  published,  and  have  been  widely  disseminated. 

On   the   eighth  of  December,  the  first  subject  was  introduced  1o   lite  disc-ipl 
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^soring",  and  carpenters'  work.  The  latter  in  sewing,  washing,  ironing",  mendfn? ,  cooking, 
ad  housework  generally.  A  description  of  the  course  of  employment  for  a  single  day  will 
sine  to  show  the  general  habits  and  occupations  of  the  place. 

The  bell  rings  at  a  quarter  before  5  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Al  5  o'clock,  the  dormitories  are  opened ;  and  the  boys,  alter  washing  and  combing,  .assem- 
ble in  the  hall  for  morning  worship.  Their  school  exercises  next  commence,  and  continue  till 
7  o'clock ,  when  they  breakfast.     At  half-pom  7  they  go  to  work,  and  continue  at  work  until 


album  time— half  an  hour  is  allowed  for  recreation  and  play.  School  begins  at  half-past  five, 
and  they  remain  there  until  a  quarter  tefore  eight,  when,  after  evening  prayers,  they  retire  to 
net,  and  the  dormitories  arc  all  safely  locked.  With  some  slight  variations,  the  occupations 
and  duties  of  the  females  are  conducted  in  a  like  manner. 

The  mechanics  who  employ  the  boys,.  aXow  for  their  daily  labor,  of  eight  working  hours,  12A 
rents  each ;  a  sum  altogetner'inadequate  to  the  discharge  of  the  share  of  expense  which  would 
rail  !n  each  individual. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  views  of  the  Legislature,  in  promoting  this  institution,  were 
wt  confined  to  any  particular  place,  but  embraced  the  probable  wants  of  the  whole  Coinmon- 
ni-aitb.  The  house  is  open  for  the  reception,  not  only  of  the  idle  and  deserted  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, but  of  any  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

Antony  the  provisions  made  for  religious  instruction,  the  clergy  of  the  different  denomina- 
tions of  Christians  will  be  invited  to  officiate  in  the  chapel,  ou  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and  a 
oAstant  succession  of  pious  and  edifying  counsel  from  men  of  talents  and  virtue,  may  be  cal- 
culated on,  and  will  be  productive,  it' is  hoped,  of  the  happiest  effects. 

Experience  has  already  satisfied  all  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  cares  of  the  estab- 
Unseat,  of  the  importance  of  commencing  the  work  of  reformation  and  instruction  at  an  early 
age. 

Could  a  selection  be  made,  it  is  believed  that  more  substantial  benefit  would  arise,  from  re-, 
ceiling  those  only  who  are  under  sixteen  years  of  ace. 

That  good  effects  have  already  flowed  from  the  exertions  that  have  tieen  made,  will 
■fficieaiiy  appear  by  aa  extract  from  the  communication  lately  received  from  the  acting 
saperialendenu 

'*  The  state  of  tbe  subjects,  considering  the  shortness  of  the  time  which  many  and  even  all 
have  lacit  in  the  institution,  is  of  the  most  encouraging  kind.  The  boys  are  gencmlly  atten- 
tive to  their  studies  and  to  their  work  ;  and  their  general  deportment  is  such  as  would,  in  any 
jjenlinn,  procure  for  many  of-  them.  Use  appellation  of  good  boys.  Some,  who  were  the  most 
and  intractable  when  they  enme  among  us,  are  now  among  tho  most  attentive  and 
"  m  Their  behavior,  in  many  respects,  has  been  commendabTfi ;  and,  what  is  of  great 
in  any  community,  quarrelling,  fighting,  and  most  kinds  of  vicious  conduct,  seems 
to  be  quite  unpopular  among  them.  When  a  hoy  has  committed  a  fault,  there  seems  to  be  a 
knad  of  general  feeling,  that  he  deserves  and  ought  to  receive  punishment.  Tbe  writer  has 
—urn  found  a  smaller  degree  of  otwtinacy  thnn  among  those  who  are  hem  j  Hnd  he  has  Iwcome 
mom  cosifirmed  in  die  opinion,  that  care  and  attention,  together  with  some  encouragement  to 
do  well,  will  save  many  who  would  otherwise  be  sooner  or  later  immnred  in  some  of  our  pris- 
obb,  and  become  worse  than  lost  to  society." 

THOMAS  ASTLEY,  Chairman,  pro  tern. 
Attmtkdw-JAMES  J.  .BARCLAY,  Zkc'ry. 
At*  il.  28*  1829L 

!(OT£.  For  this  admirable  institution  Frederick  Kohne,  by  his  Me  will,  left  £100,000.— Ed. 


CORRESPONDENCE.— HOUSE  OF  REFUGE. 


Jfadaar  Sar, — The  House  of  Refuge  could  not  fail  to  receive  amnio  contributions  from  the  public, 
■*•  it  pMstihw  to  extend  generally  tho  same  ^troiir  Conviction  or  it*  great  utility  and  importuned 
Mali  la  staarly  confirmed  in  those  who  are  practically  engaged  in  administering  the  criminal  hw. 
Your  institution  is  as  yet  en  newly  established,  that  it  would  be  unsafe  positively  to  as«ert  great 
mi  already  attained.    X  ennnot,  however,  avoid  expressing  the  opinion  that  mueh 


lo  have  been 


aaoriiaewn 
(War  and 
ttsni  tar  short 


wm  now  discernible.  The  courts  of  criminal  jurisdiction  which  convene  in  this  city—the 
Terminer,  the  Quarter  Semi. ins,  and  t lie  Mayor's  court — have,  whliin  tbe  last  five  months, 
abort  in  the  number  of  offender*  usually  arraigned  before  them  :  and  it  could  not  but  gratify, 


•i«  iiuvi  n   •fusjuj    iiiiuiciit>u     w^i«'a«i   »iia7ia«  |    bihi  n  wrviu   leva-   vub  |i<i"*J) 

as>  well  Che  onVers  of  justice  a«  tbe  public,  to  obsorvo  that  no  white  children,  and  but  few  uf  any 
appeared  at  the  bnr*.  A  portion  or  these  effect*  may  bo  accidental  and  temporary;  but  I 
alio  a  targe  port  ion  of  them  to  bo  earned  directly  by  the  Howe  of  Refuge,  and  they  aro  un- 
e^sshtsdly  Itsjost  and  legitimate  ccoae<iueneee.  When  aware,  indeed,  from  repeated  observation,  how 
essential  in  the  perpetration  of  crime,  is  the  machinery  of  juvonile  agents — how  dependent  tbe  branded 


ast  upon  their  anscathed  pupils  and  puppets,  1  cannot  easily  exaggerate  the  remedial  opera- 
tian  oi  joar  •octety. 

H  Is  orach  to  na  r*ffr«ttcd  that  the  managers  have  not  been  able  to  receive  coUrtd  delinquents— an 
saaniniy,  I  trust,  a  liberal  public  will  not  allow  to  continue  bog.    The  proportion  of  black*  over  the 
~""*Ti !■  Iba  •afcr**,  dvvtng  the  period  to  which  I  have  adverted,  was  annually  largo.    Could  your 
sassBsxls«sra*esa«9jd*dtarB*  as  be^elpied^ttaiiymosttt  objects  from  this  uafotlwnto  «\uft> 


1 


phibon  DiaemjNB  society. 


ii  I.  n»acuT,Eaq.,9cc'rj 


G.  M.  DALLAS. 


Mi»*4>*ut,  JKfctt*  as  IS 
i^andaa  PraapruEuif  Attorney  fur  Ibar  Haynr'a  r 
iib  ftiri  of  ihe  diminution  in  that  conn  or  pru* 

qncnt  fprclaclr  of  ehirdmq  brought  from  priaon  and  urjiifiwd  for  atfoar 

proved, the  court,  from  Ihp  in  mot  I  iae  and  infant  yeaji  of  the  culprit,  for 

raw  forgave  uid  releamd  Llwim,  anil  humamry  kit  them  to  tome  banc,  ii 

reformation.    Yat,  aaaMimn, uv>a  by  leolittU(  of  iho  rwil  r«iit,  lb™ 

ajajg  (mifanl  for  aiwtlar  and  repelled  men.     Pur  1*0  yeanelncn  1**  Ii 

proatnl  observation  lefera,  Ihe  inu.nra  othlbiliu  in  II*  ttnyar'e  marl  of  lu 

nuent  end  atonal  •itrpruini.     Duiinf  .whr««.  of  Uwcuurl,  H.«r«l  af  Ui_-  . - 

.(n i J ,' r^j.'u 'tif  c ^.i,^;'' tu  t^:^- 1 .-  .r. ! '',1  r. .'<-T .^' iVt .  1  r^ V ^ T '^iU. — «  hi iW^Vi'r w UiT  IV.rC e i^^JU  ot^fft  ttD^l  I i.Tt ^T^^^ 
to  mid  thum  wuiol»ayl  foil  ami  publicly  eipnamd. 
I  am  happy,  however,  ta  line,  that  Bilbo  W  Deeomuei  reunion  of  the  court,  thii aril  wu  pmepu- 

riig^atiny  fu,  ill,.,  Hni  iiLter|..»*jimij  ..f  1  lip  cum,  li&  mi.  .-reii  hy  im  jujjir*rtl  to  the  llouae  of  Erfufv 
than  recently  «lab]ial>eu<     fhirifuj  to?  Into  (March)  awpioh  oftlM  court,  utt  -Mr  oeoaainn  wan  prearal- 

"**  1^0/0™^'^^^™^!!.^'^'*^*'  8-  RUSH. 

Liana  1.  B.HCLAT,  W,  teThta, 
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ABSTRACT  CONTINUED. 
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Number  iif  priaonen  at  Ihe  clo 

of  the  ;<u, 

Time  expired  and  discharged, 
Dtechuged  by  the  eonit,    ,     . 

Pardoned,      

BW, 

Committed 

KumUr  of  female* ,   .... 

Somber  of  colored 

White  foreigner! 

Second  time. 

Tnird       «         

nru.      " 

Dan  lost  in,  the  Hoapital,  .    . 

"    byinTande,     .    .    . 

Days  ]oat  by  aolitsjy  under  M 

Deja  toat  by  aoliury  foi  miec 


CRIMES  OF  CONVICTS  IN  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  PRISON, 
FROM  18»  TO  1888,  INCLUSIVE. 


Stealing,  ebop  lifting,  Sta.  .  .  . 
Counterfeit  money, 

Si':  :::::::: 

AeMh,    I 

Attempt  to  ape, 

Adntory,  &c 

-A  t(  am  |,i  to  murder 

MaieaanghteT, 

BeefiaEty 

nbknfaf  entile,"    '.'.'.'.'.'. 

■Sandbank,  '.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

OjnunDn  chant, 

Caounoa  thief, 

Aawult  and  batter}- 

Attempt  to  raeone  r.  onriela ,  .  . 
Oknt  Wad  man  lewdneea,  .  .  . 
IBcae  stealing 

*■»»■<;     

"hwjiiing:  at olen  gooda,  .  .  . 
*k"nn  frvm  Hook  of  Correction, 

CtnjapW,  n  defraud 

'-tinnqttHaaeriag,    .... 
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ANNUAL   REPORT 


OF    THE 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


OF    THE 


PRISON  DISCIPLINE  SOCIETY, 


BOSTON,  1830. 


Burton  Sgye  airt  Atertatspe  #o«m»«s. 


COWTEKTS. 


New  Pri-m  hi  Vmu,      

IkforminthoPriionair*srliWow»  M™.  , 
A«y]om    for  P.-or  ind   Imprltonsd  Lwiartci 

ConcMikui^taU:  Priaon, 

JtlYOOJlo  Dolintiuonl.  in  Coon, 

Ellen. inn   of  llw  Xrw  Sjslem  nf  Pri'on  Dii 

_cip],notollo,ii.i.  of  Corraetmn,     ._    .     . 

f'nnpect  of  Ltif  Piwil«  DmvufiLlI  of  Bridcwtjll 

Priam  M  Sing  Binjr,  N.  Y., 

fflfficnllinawithMr.  Lynrt., I 

Mi.  Hopkini'  liuoni  in  favor  of  remo»ing 
Mi.  Tibboti''  Le'llor  riirrobontiaj-  Mr.  Hup 
Eilraeta  from  lln>  Report  nf  t 


Km  Ftuato  Ponilcnliory  in  ST.  V.. 

Prism  nl  Auburn,.-..  Y 

LeHerfrom  8.  C.  Smilh,  Chaplain  of  too  Pria- 

01d"p*iio"il'r!l.n.tarlon,'N!j.'.    '.'.'.'.'.  i 

Walnut  BtrwlP-i i,  Phitodclr 


iladelpliia,       .     .     .  -il 
itfadolphia,     .    .    .  :»? 


Kiillimw;  IVoiiroliorj,    ...     . 
Suio  Priaarl  in  Konluckj,     .     .     . 

*•!.     I'.H.I'1'WH ». 
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Stereotype   Edition  of   thk   Re. 

IXPRlSOSMEflT    FOR    DEBT, 

NlBnbn  of  paraofia  imprisoned  Tot  Debt  in  Hi 

Number  of  per.om  imptuoricd  for  iWl  com- 

pared  with  the  number  imprintnm]  for  Criine, 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF   THE 


3?rigon  mxtipUnt  Sotf*t$. 


Article  1.    ThU  Society  shall  be  called  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 

Art.  2.  It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
Public  Prisons. 

Abt.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  effecting  the 
formation  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  co-operate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in 
the  second  article  of  this  Constitution. 

Abt.  4.  Any  Society,  having  the  same  object  in  view,  which  shall  become 
urinary  to  this,  and  shall  contribute  to  its  funds,  shall  thereby  secure  for  the 
bisons,  in  the  State  where  such  Society  is  looted,  special  attention  from  this  So- 
titty, 

Akt.  5.     Each  subscriber  of  two  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 
Abt.  6.     Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 
Ue. 
Ait.  7.     Each  subscriber  of  ten  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Director. 
Ait.  8.     Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
pyment  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a  Di- 
lator for  Life. 

Art.  9.  The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  as  many  Vice- Pre si- 
fcsta  as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen  an- 
■attr,  and  a  Board  of  Manager.*,  whose  doty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  the  business  of 
k  Society.  This  Board  shall  consist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of  whom 
fee  thall  reside  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 
Every  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  Member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  entitled 
tneet  and  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Managers  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacancies 
*  nay  occur,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  their  own  Board. 

Ait.  10.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
3  officio,  Members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Akt.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Hid  of  Managers. 

Ait.  12.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
**k  of  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as  specified  in 
k  ninth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  and  the  pro- 
'••tags  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

Ait.  13.  The  Managers  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place,  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
toittthey  shall  appoint. 

Ut.  14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
•»i»  his  absence,  the  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the  ab- 
**of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  such  Member  as  shall  be  ap- 
)**ed  for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

J*r.  15.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or,  in  the 
face  of  the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings  of 
fctoard. 

A»t.  16.  The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  or 
•■Wary. 

*»t.  17.  The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  as 
*■  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Direc- 

Ait.  18.  No  iteration  shaft  be  made  in  this  Constitution  except  by  the  Socie- 
Tiit  an  annual  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Fifth  Annual  Meeting,  in  the  upper  Vestry  of 
Park  Street  Church,  on  Thursday,  May  27, 1830. 

The  Rev.  William  Jenks,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the 
chair,  and  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Charles  Cleveland,  read  his  Report,  and 
the  certificate  of  its  correctness,  by  the  Auditors,  Mr.  William  G. 
Lambert,  and  Mr.  Charles  Stoddard.  The  Report  of  the  Treas- 
urer was  accepted. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  elected,  and  the  Socie- 
ty adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  Church,  at  9  o'clock,  on  Friday  morning, 
to  hear  the  Report  of  the  Managers,  and  Addresses. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment  John  Tappan,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the  chair ;  and,  at  his  request,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Jenks  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

An  abstract  of  the  Report  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  George  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  seconded  by 
the  Rev.  Jonathan  Greenleaf,  of  Boston, 

i 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read,  be  accepted,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Managers  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Beriah  Green,  of  Kennebunk,  Me.,  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  Prof  Smith,  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Bangor, 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  influence  of  the  Christian  religion  as  in  the 
highest  degree  promotive  of  the  object  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  Chaplain  of  the  Mass.  State  Pris-  j 
on,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  James  D.  Knowles,  of  the  Second  Baptist  * 
Church,  Boston, 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  is  not  a  forlorn    " 
hope. 


Messrs.  Allen,  Green  and  Curtis  addressed  the  meeting. 


■•  n 


•  V 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  presenting 
their  Fifth  Annual  Report,  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  con- 
tinued smiles  of  Providence.  At  the  same  time,  they  record,  with  sor- 
row for  their  own  loss,  but  with  gratitude  for  what  they  believe  to  have 
been  his  gain,  the  death  of  their  venerable  President,  George  Bliss. 
He  occupied,  last  year,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  seat  which  you  now  occupy. 
Bj  his  spirit  of  counsel  and  wisdom,  as  well  as  by  his  bodily  presence, 
which  was  venerable  for  purity  and  age,  we  were  then  sustained.  But 
the  place  which  then  knew  him  will  know  him  no  more.  He  has  gone, 
never  to  return  and  visit  us  again.  He  has  gone  to  the  retributions  of 
eternity,  to  receive  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body.  We  be- 
lieve his  soul  is  in  heaven ;  because,  while  on  earth,  he  was  esteemed  a 
jost  man,  who  feared  God.  Few  men,  whom  we  have  known,  exhibit- 
ed stronger  evidence,  in  person  and  life,  of  meekness  and  truth,  justice 
and  temperance,  repentance  and  faith.  We  think,  therefore,  that  it  may 
be  said  with  reference  to  him :  "  Blessed  are  the  dead,  who  die  in  the 
LordS'  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God."  If 
we  live  to  his  age,  and  imitate  him  as  far  as  he  imitated  Christ ;  if  we 
are  the  occasion  of  as  few  offences,  and  do  as  much  good ;  if  we  so  re- 
pent of  our  sins,  and  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  hope  that  we, 
loo,  shall  be  blessed  of  him  "  who  gave  himself  for  us ;"  "  who  loved  us, 
ami  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood;"  who  was  "  sent  to  pro* 
claim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  Prison  to  them  that 
me  bound:"  "  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever." 

With  this  brief  introduction,  we  proceed  to  state 

The  Progress  of  the  Reform  in  Prisons  during  the  last  Year. 

Sabbath  School  in  the  Maine  Prison. — A  Sabbath  School  was  organ- 
ized in  the  State  Prison  at  Thomaston,  Maine.  The  Warden  of  the 
Prison,  in  a  letter  dated  April  20,  1830,  says :  "  The  Legislature,  at  the 
last  session,  appropriated  $75  to  purchase  books  for  its  use ;  and,  at  the 
tame  time,  an  addition  was  made  of  $50,  per  annum,  to  the  salary  of  the 
Chaplain,  who  is  required  to  attend  to  the  Sabbath  School.  The  success 
attending  it  is  apparent;  the  convicts  become  more  industrious  and 
obedient;  and  I  am  in  hopes,  by  divine  assistance,  (without  which  all  our 
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efforts  will  be  ineffectual,)  that  a  different  result  than  formerly  will  be  pro- 
duced in  the  morals  and  deportment  of  the  convicts." 

New  Prison  in  Vermont. — The  Legislature  of  Vermont,  at  the  last 
session,  provided  for  the  erection  of  a  New  Prison  at  Windsor,  on  the 
general  plan  of  those  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  Wethersfield,  Conn.  A 
letter  from  the  Warden,  dated  May  5,  says:  "The  New  Prison  was 
commenced  the  first  week  in  April.  It  will  contain  136  cells.  We 
shall  probably  have  the  walls  up  and  the  roof  on  the  present  season." 
Towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  an  agent  of  the  Prison  Dis- 
cipline Society,  at  the  request  of  the  Warden  of  the  Prison,  visited  Mont- 
pel  ier,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
Governor,  urged  the  importance  of  the  measure  upon  the  members  of 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  in  joint  meeting  in  the  Representa- 
tives' chamber,  by  a  disclosure  of  many  appalling  facts  from  the  interi- 
or of  Prisons,  showing  the  necessity,  in  all  such  establishments,  of  solita- 
ry dormitories.  A  law  was  passed  within  a  fortnight,  with  almost  entire 
unanimity,  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Reform  in  the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  Mass. — In  Massachusetts,  the 
New  Prison  was  finished  and  occupied  during  the  last  year.  A  compe- 
tent witness,  on  the  spot,  says,  a  greater  change  was  produced  in  the 
behavior  of  the  convicts,  in  a  few  weeks  after  they  entered  the  solitude 
of  the  New  Prison,  than  had  been  produced  by  the  combined  influence 
of  all  the  causes  which  had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  it  during  the 
preceding  year  and  a  half. 

Soon  after  the  new  building  containing  the  dormitories  was  complet- 
ed, a  small  building,  containing  an  apartment  for  the  accommodation  of 
a  Sabbath  School,  was  erected,  where  about  fifty  convicts  of  the  young- 
er class  arc  instructed,  on  the  Sabbath,  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  the  Chaplain. 

The  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  having  witnessed  the  progressive 
improvement  in  this  Institution,  authorized  the  erection  of  a  new  chap- 
el. This  chapel  was  commenced  in  April,  and  finished,  and  dedicated 
to  the  service  of  Almighty  God,  in  May.  It  is  a  very  convenient,  eco- 
nomical, and  pleasant  place  of  worship. 

These  improvements  in  the  buildings  at  Charlestown  are  not  more 
worthy  of  notice  than  the  improvement  in  discipline.  This  will  be  ap- 
parent from  a  brief  statement  of  facts  concerning  it,  arranged  according 
to  the  division  of  time.  From  the  locking  up  at  night  till  morning  light, 
all  the  convicts,  except  an  average  of  about  five  in  the  hospital,  are  in 
the  new  building,  in  separate  cells,  and  in  cells  so  arranged,  that  a  sen- 
tinel, on  duty,  can  preserve  entire  silence  among  three  hundred.  The 
space  around  the  cells  being  open  from  the  ground  to  the  roof,  in  front 
of  four  stories  of  cells,  in  a  building  two  hundred  feet  in  length,  furnish-  f 
es  a  perfect  sounding  gallery,  in  which  the  sentinel  is  placed,  who  can  i 
hear  a  whisper  from  the  most  distant  cell.  He  can  therefore  keep  si- 
lence from  the  time  of  locking  up  at  night  to  the  time  of  unlocking  in 
the  morning,  which,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  makes  more  than  one 
half  of  all  the  time,  which  is  thus  secured  from  evil  communication 
From  the  time  of  unlocking  in  the  morning,  about  twelve  minutes  are 
occupied,  in  a  military  movement  of  the  convicts,  in  companies  of  thirty- 
eight,  with  an  officer  to  each  company,  in  perfect  silence,  to  their  various 
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places  of  labor.  At  the  end  of  about  twelve  minutes,  it  is  found,  that 
there  is  a  place  for  every  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place.  This  is  as 
true  of  the  officers  as  of  the  convicts.  If  an  officer  has  occasion  to  leave 
his  place,  the  system  requires  that  a  substitute  be  called.  If  a  convict 
has  occasion  to  leave  his  place,  there  is  a  token  provided  for  each  shop, 
or  for  a  given  number  of  men,  so  that  from  this  shop  or  number  only  one 
convict  can  leave  his  place  at  a  time.  The  consequence  is,  that,  with  the 
exception  of  those  who  have  the  tokens  in  their  hands,  any  officer  of  the 
Institution  may  be  certain  of  finding,  during  the  hours  of  labor,  a  place  for 
every  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place.  There  is,  however,  a  class  of 
men,  consisting  often  or  twelve,  called  runners  and  lumpers,  whose  du- 
ty consists  in  moving  about  the  yard.  But  even  their  movements  are  in 
silence  and  order.  Consequently,  during  the  hours  of  labor,  the  convicts 
are  never  seen  moving  about  the  yard,  promiscuously,  or  assembled  in  lit- 
tle groups,  in  some  hiding-places  of  mischief,  or  even  two  and  two  in 
common  conversation.  All  is  order-  and  silence,  except  the  busy  hum 
of  industry,  during  the  hours  of  labor. 

The  hours  of  labor,  in  the  morning,  vary  a  little  with  the  season  of 
the  year,  but  amount  at  this  season  to  nearly  two  hours,  from  the  time 
of  unlocking  in  the  morning  till  breakfast.  When  the  hour  for  breaks 
fast  comes,  almost  in  an  instant,  the  convicts  are  all  seen  marching  in 
solid  and  silent  columns,  with  the  lock  step,  under  their  respective  offi- 
cers, from  the  shops  to  the  cells.  On  their  way  to  the  cells,  they  pass 
the  cookery ,  where  the  food,  having  been  made  ready,  is  handed  to  them, 
as  they  pass  along  ;  and  at  the  end  of  about  twelve  minutes,  from  the 
time  of  ringing  the  bell  for  breakfast,  all  the  convicts  are  in  their  cells, 
eating  their  breakfast,  silently  and  alone.  One  officer  only  is  left  in 
charge,  to  preserve  silence ;  and  the  others  arc  as  free  from  solicitude  and 
care,  till  the  hour  for  labor  returns,  as  other  citizens. 

When  the  time  of  labor  again  returns,  which  is  at  the  end  of  about 
twenty-five  minutes,  almost  in  an  instant,  the  whole  body  of  convicts  are 
again  seen  marching  as  before  to  their  places  of  labor.  On  their  way  to 
the  shops,  they  pass  through  the  chapel,  and  attend  prayers.  The  time  from 
breakfast  till  dinner  passes  away  like  the  time  for  labor  before  breakfast. 
all  the  convicts  being  found  in  their  places  industriously  employed,  in  si- 
lence. The  time  assigned  for  dinner  is  filled  up  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  time  assigned  for  breakfast ;  and  the  time  for  lalior  in  the  after- 
noon, in  the  same  manner  as  the  time  for  labor  in  the  morning ;  and 
when  the  time  for  evening  prayers  has  come,  at  the  riming  of  the  bell, 
all  the  convicts,  and  all  the  officers  not  on  duty  elsewhere,  arc  seen 
marching  to  the  chapel,  where  the  Chapl.iin  closes  the  day  with  reading 
the  Scriptures  and  prayer.  After  which  the  convicts  march  with  perfect 
silence  and  order  to  their  cells,  taking  their  supper  as  they  pass  along 
In  about  five  and  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  of  leaving  their  labor, 
the  convicts  have  attended  prayers  in  the  chapel,  taken  their  supper, 
inarched  to  their  cells  with  their  supper  in  their  hands,  and  are  safely 
locked  up  for  the  night.  This  is  the  history  of  a  day  at  *  harlestown  ; 
and  the  history  of  a  day  is  the  history  of  a  year,  with  the  variations  which 
are  made,  on  the  Sabbath,  by  dispensing  with  the  hours  of  labor,  and  sub- 
stituting the  hours  for  instruction  in  the  Sabbath  School,  and  the  hours 
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We  offer  a  single  remark,  in  regard  to  this  statement,  concern 
discipline  of  the  Prison  at  Charlestown.  It  is  the  Auburn  systc 
introduced ;  and  what  has  been  done  at  Charlestown  can  be  doi 
where. 

If,  now,  the  present  Warden  shall  be  as  successful,  in  the  mana, 
of  the  Institution,  in  securing  favorable  pecuniary  results,  as  he  hi 
in  introducing  the  new  discipline,  he  will  show  himself  to  be  an  i 
ble  public  officer.  He  merits  and  receives  great  praise  for  what 
already  done. 

Asylum  for  poor  and  imprisoned  Lunatics. — In  Massachusetts 
is  another  subject  of  no  less  congratulation  to  the  friends  of  this  £ 
than  the  reform,  in  the  Prison,  at  Charlestown.  The  sufferings 
and  imprisoned  Lunatics,  have  been  largely  dwelt  upon,  in  our 
reports.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  last  session, 
priated  $30,000  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hospital  for  this  < 
persons.  The  location  is  fixed  at  Worcester,  and  Commission 
appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  superintend  the  buildi 
is  an  act  worthy  of  the  State,  to  make  such  provision  for  poor  s 
prisoned  Lunatics,  after  having  previously  made  munificent  provi 
the  Asylum  at  Charlestown,  for  those  who  are  able  to  support  then 
or  whose  friends  are  able  to  support  them. 

Connecticut  State  Prison. — The  New  Prison  at  Wethersfield, 
continues  to  sustain  the  high  character  given  to  it,  the  last  year, 
official  communications  of  the  State  authorities,  which  were  pu 
in  our  last  Report.  As  an  example  of  neatness,  order,  quiet  ir 
mild  and  wholesome  discipline,  faithful  instruction,  economy,  a 
ductive  labor,  it  stands,  at  least,  on  a  level  with  the  Prison  at  Aubi 
one  respect,  it  was  without  a  parallel,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  ext< 
the  history  of  Prisons.  The  proceeds  of  labor,  of  an  average  nur 
about  160  prisoners,  exceeded  the  whole  expense  of  their  supp 
eluding  the  salary  of  the  officers,  by  the  sum  of  85068  94. 

Juvenile  Delinquents  in  Connecticut. — There  is  a  movement,  i 
necticut,  in  behalf  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  is  as  it  sho 
The  Governor  has  introduced  the  subject  in  his  message,  and  the 
in  the  city  of  Hartford  and  in  Fairfield  county,  are  searching  for  tl 
of  persons,  of  most  tender  age,  in  the  poor  houses,  and  providing  f 
suitable  care  and  instruction.  And  a  worthy  mechanic  in  New 
has  given  his  personal  attention,  for  three  or  four  years,  to  the  c 
in  the  poor-house  in  that  city.  He  formed  a  Sabbath  School 
them ;  he  engaged  to  pay  fifty  dollars  annually  for  preaching  to  the  c 
and  adults ;  he  did  what  he  could  to  procure  places  for  them  as 
they  were  old  enough,  when  they  might  be  apprenticed.  The  i 
of  children  was  reduced,  from  nearly  forty,  to  six  or  eight,  and 
penses  of  the  town,  for  the  support  of  the  establishment,  from 
$4000,  annually,  to  a  little  more  than  $1000;  till  the  individw 
en  of  offered  to  be  one  of  three  to  take  the  establishment,  and  1 
town  from  all  charge  for  current  expenses.  Thus  an  individual  b< 
in  part,  a  House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in  a  city  < 
ing  nearly  10,000  inhabitants.  We  mention  these  circumstai 
matter  of  encouragement  and  gratitude  to  the  friends  of  this  Soci 
cause  this  individual  assured  an  Agent  of  this  Society,  that  he  v 
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led  to  reflection,  and  the  discharge  of  duty,  in  this  particular  way,  by 
an  address  which  he  heard  in  New  Haven  on  Prisons.  As  there  was 
no  large  Prison  in  New  Haven,  he  thought  he  would  do  all  the  good  he 
could,  in  the  most  wretched  place  he  could  find,  which  was  the  poor- 
house,  at  that  time  containing  nearly  130  inmates;  but  since  reduced 
to  about  70.  One  thing  he  did,  besides  attending  to  the  children  ;  he 
took  away  the  poor  Christians,  that  he  found  there,  and  provided  for 
them,  at  his  own  expense,  in  private  families ;  and,  after  knowing  the 
blessedness  of  it  some  time  himself,  and  receiving  into  his  own  bosom 
an  hundred  fold  for  all  he  gave  away,  he  went  to  the  churches  to  which 
these  poor  Christians  belonged,  and  told  them,  that  he  was  receiving 
mercies  very  fast,  in  taking  the  poor  of  the  churches  out  of  the  poor- 
house,  and  he  should  be  glad  to  have  them  receive  a  part  of  the  mercies 
by  doing  a  part  of  the  duty ;  but  if  they  were  unwilling,  he  was  willing  to 
lave  his  measure  full,  pressed  down,  shaken  together,  and  running  over. 
Christian  friends,  this  is  not  fiction?  The  name  of  the  individual  will  be 
mentioned  when  he  is  dead.  If  we  approve  of  his  conduct,  let  us  imi- 
tate his  example. 

Extension  of  the  New  System  of  Prison  Discipline  to  Houses  of  Cor- 
ftttion. — There  is  still  another  movement,  in  Connecticut,  intimately 
connected  with  the  object  of  this  Society.  At  least  two  of  the  counties 
hare  been  engaged  in  preparations  for  building  Houses  of  Correction, 
on  the  general  plan  of  the  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  where  intemperate 
persons,  vagabonds,  pilferers,  and  the  vicious  poor  generally,  may  be 
separated  from  one  another,  and  from  the  world,  restrained  from  vice, 
brought  under  wholesome  discipline  and  instruction,  and  made  to  sup- 
port themselves.  The  Legislature,  in  1829,  authorized  a  tax  in  the 
county  of  Fairfield,  of  (10,000  for  this  object.  We  exceedingly  regret 
to  learn  that  the  Legislature  of  1830  repealed  the  act. 

Valuable  Establishment  on  BlackweWs  Island. — On  Bluckwell's  Isl- 
and, near  New  York,  the  city  is  erecting  an  establishment  on  the  same 
general  plan,  for  the  same  general  purpose.  It  was  in  contemplation  to 
build  not  more  than  270  or  280  separate  dormitories,  and,  in  other  ex- 
tensive buildings,  to  throw  the  space  into  large  apartments,  as  in  the  old 
Aims-House,  where  fifty  or  sixty  obscene,  profane  and  corrupt  persons 
should  be  left  to  themselves  day  and  night.  But,  through  the  direct  in- 
fluence of  this  Society,  the  original  plan  has  been  altered,  and  they  are 
now  proceeding  to  build  as  many  dormitories  as  they  expect  to  have 
vicious  poor  to  send  to  the  Island — a  measure  probably  of  more  conse- 
quence, in  restraining  vice  and  preventing  sin,  than  any  other  one  effected 
by  this  Society's  labors.  The  value  is  inestimable  of  separation,  solitude, 
alence,  order,  cleanliness,  industry,  and  instruction,  in  buildings  well 
constructed  for  the  purpose,  where  the  vicious  and  corrupt  part  of  such 
a  city's  pauper  population,  amounting  to  nearly  two  thousand  souls,  may 
be  provided  for,  instead  of  having  them  crowded  together  in  an  ordinary 
poor-house.  It  is  valuable,  too,  not  merely  in  its  immediate  effects  up- 
on the  city,  but  as  an  example  to  other  cities,  other  counties,  and  oth- 
er states.  The  practical  and  observing  men  in  the  New  York  Alms-Housc 
have  had  an  illustration  of  the  value  of  separate  dormitories  for  the 
vicious  poor,  in  the  effects  produced  on  the  female  convicts  now  under 
their  care,  from  the  old  State  Prison  at  Greenwich.     Any  person,  who 
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saw  them  as  they  were  before  their  removal,  in  their  crowded  nigh 
rooms,  and  who  has  seen  them  as  they  now  are,  and  marked  the  differ 
ence  in  their  apartments,  in  regard  to  order,  neatness,  tranquillity,  am 
a  disposition  to  improve,  has  learned  a  lesson  of  great  value,  if  he  wishes 
to  do  good  to  the  vicious  poor.  This  example  is  not  unheeded  by  those 
who  have  in  charge  the  erection  of  the  extensive  establishment  on  Black- 
well's  Island. 

Prospect  of  the  speedy  Downfall  of  Bridewell, — The  Bridewell  in  th< 
city  of  New  York,  that  nuisance,  within  a  stone's  cast  of  the  City  Hall 
which  has  repeatedly  been  presented  as  a  nuisance,  by  grand  juries 
and  which  we  have  endeavored,  from  year  to  year,  to  expose  to  ptsbtif 
abhorrence,  is  at  last  likely  to  come  down.  A  letter  from  Aldermai 
Burtis,  dated  May  4,  1830,  whose  cordial  co-operation  in  all  good  design; 
in  this  department  of  benevolence  is  worthy  of  all  praise,  says :  "  I  be 
lieve  our  corporation  will  now  build  a  Bridewell.  The  committee  re 
quested  my  plan.  Knowing  that  you  have  thought  much  on  the  subject 
will  you  give  me  your  view  of  the  best  plan  V9  His  request  has  beet 
complied  with  ;  and  we  congratulate  all  who  abhor  sin  on  the  prospec 
of  a  new  Bridewell  for  the  city  of  New  York. 

Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. — The  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  has  been  fin 
ished  since  our  last  Report.  It  contains  eight  hundred  cells,  extensive 
shops,  a  convenient  cookery,  hospital,  and  chapel.  The  Legislature  of 
New  York,  at  the  last  session,  authorized  the  addition  of  two  hundred 
cells,  by  adding  another  story  to  the  main  building ;  thus  showing,  whal 
ever  may  be  the  number  of  convicts  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the  de 
termination  of  the  Legislature,  that  the  number  of  solitary  cells  shall  bi 
greater. 

But  there  are  difficulties,  in  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  with  Mr.  Lynds 
the  principal  keeper.  The  statement  which  we  give  of  these  nnpleasas 
difficulties  is  made  from  a  series  of  letters  written  by  Samuel  M.  Hop 
kins  of  Albany,  one  of  the  three  commissioners  (George  Tibbits  of  Troy 
and  Stephen  Allen  of  New  York,  being  the  other  two)  appointed  by  tbi 
Legislature  to  erect  this  Prison.  Mr.  Lynds  received  his  appointmen 
from  them.     Mr.  Hopkins  writes  as  follows : 

"  A  year  or  two  since,  we  found  that  rumors  were  beginning  to  circulate  in  tb 
vicinity  of  Sins  Sing,  relating  to  cruelty  to  convicts,  and  the  neglect  of  the  sick 
The  case  first  brought  to  our  ears  was  that  of  a  man  whose  leg  was  shattered  by  i 
powder  blast,  and  who  was  said  to  have  been  left  without  surgical  aid,  until  tku 
case  became  incurable;  and  that  the  man  died  in  consequence.  The  board  oi 
commissioners  immediately  set  about  such  examinations  as  might  assure  us,  as  & 
as  possible,  of  the  most  secret  transactions  within  the  prison.  From  time  to  time 
facts  came  out,  which  proved  neglect  or  misconduct  in  the  head  of  the  establish 
ment,  and  of  which  our  board  thought  it  proper  to  note  their  unanimous  disapproba 
tion,  by  formal  entries  made  in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings.  Mr.  Lynds  nm 
no  sufficient  explanation  of  the  alleged  misconduct ;  and,  in  the  course  of  last  ml, 
made  a  formal  motion,  in  our  board,  for  his  removal  from  the  place  of  Agent  us 
Keeper. 

Two  of  us  visited  the  prison  as  soon  as  the  river  was  navigable,  in  April,  an 
we  found  one  prisoner  with  a  foot  which  had  been  so  frozen  that  the  surgeon  the] 
expected  that  amputation  would  be  necessary. 

_  In  the  latter  days  of  May  and  beginning  of  June,  I  was  again,  at  two  differes 
times,  at  the  prison ;  once  with  another  of  the  commissioners,  and  once  alone.  1 
appeared  that,  since  our  former  visit,  Mr.  Lynds  had  dismissed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bai 
rett,  the  Chaplain. 

Our  opinion  of  his  estimable  character  will  appear  from  the  annexed  papers. 
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On  Che  16th  of  July,  we  had  another  meeting  at  the  prison,  and  further  testimo- 
ny was  then  taken  on  the  subjects  under  inquiry.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  one  of  the  as- 
nstant  keepers,  had  made  a  deposition,  laying  sundry  facts  to  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Lynds.  In  the  course  of  it,  Mr.  Hitchcock  mentions  the  loud  outcry  and  clamor  of 
the  prisoners  for  food,  and  the  orders  given  to  punish  them  for  it,  and  other  instances 
of  personal  cruelty;  also  several  instances  of  supposed  incorrect  conduct  on  Mr. 
Lynds'  part  in  pecuniary  matters ;  such  as  going  to  Auburn  on  private  business,  and 
charging  the  public  his  expenses ;  putting  in  his  own  pocket  part  of  the  pay  of  one 
Treat,  a  guard ;  defrauding  the  state  of  part  of  the  proceeds  of  some  rough  stone 
sold ;  having  some  articles  of  household  furniture  made  at  the  prison  for  himself, 
without  accounting  for  it ;  taking  fuel  from  the  prison  stores  tor  family  use ;  and 
with  saying  that  he  obtained  double  pay  of  the  state  for  one  month's  service ;  and  as 
a  proof  of  want  of  veracity  in  Mr.  Lynds,  he  mentioned  a  misstatement  by  him  in 
relation  to  some  sheet-iron  bought  of  Messrs.  Coming  &  Norton. 

Our  resolution  regarding  Mr.  Barrett  was  handsome  and  respectful  towards  him. 
In  relation  to  Mr.  Hitchcock,  we  expressed  our  continued  confidence  in  him.  One 
object  of  the  resolution  expressing  continued  confidence  in  Mr.  Hitchcock,  was  to 
secure  him  from  removal  by  Mr.  Lynds;  and  it  was  mentioned  among  some  or  all 
of  us,  in  conversation,  that  since  Mr.  Barrett  was  gone,  we  still  felt  that  the  pres- 
ence of  Mr.  Hitchcock  would  be  some  security  against  misgovernment,  or  to  that 
effect 

Before  the  next  meeting,  we  learned  that  Mr.  Lynds  had  removed  Mr.  Hitch- 
cock from  office.  Mr.  Hitchcock  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  man  of  great  personal  worth, 
and  perfect  fidelity  in  his  trust.  Mr.  Lynds  has  very  often  spoken  in  the  highest  terms 
of  him,  as  a  man,  an  officer,  and  a  mechanist  1  consider  him  as  in  reality  sacrificed 
far  his  fidelity  in  giving  us  information,  which  we  made  it  his  duty  to  give. 

On  the  28th  of  August,  the  commissioners  again  met  at  the  prison.  Wo  began  to 
tend  over  to  Mr.  Lynds  the  remarks  I  had  made  on  his  answer  to  Hitchcock's  state- 
Bent,  and  to  explain  the  defectiveness  of  his  answers ;  and  also  attempted  to  obtain 
■one  other  explanations.  This  investigation  was  cut  short  by  Mr.  Lynds'  refusal 
to  answer  our  questions. 

Upon  this  state  of  things,  I  made  and  entered  upon  the  minutes  a  formal  motion 
fir  the  removal  of  Mr.  Lynds  from  the  agency  of  the  prison.  The  board  passed  a 
resolution,  postponing  the  decision  of  the  motion  until  the  next  meeting. 

The  refusal  of  Mr.  Lynds  to  answer  questions  important  to  the  prison  government 
appeared  to  me  to  be  an  open  renunciation  and  defiance  of  that  authority  which  the 
hvs  had  confided  to  the  commissioners. 

We  of  this  commission  have  said  and  written  much  to  uphold  him  against  pow- 
erful opposition.  This  statement  of  altered  views  regarding  him,  or  of  his  altered 
conduct,  will  expose  me  to  many  severe  and  mortifying  remarks;  and  no  man  more 
than  myself  ought  to  wish  that  he  were  clear  of  all  suspicion. 

The  high  discipline  which  such  an  institution  requires,  united  with  productive 
Utar,  exact  accountability,  and  fidelity  to  the  public  interest,  necessarily  supposes 
the  agent  to  be  a  man  of  unquestionable  integrity ;  an  integrity  which  does  not  rost 
■son  the  evidence  of  formal  acquittals,  or  the  want  of  formal  proofs,  or  upon  eva- 
sions. It  must  be  such  integrity  as  can  court,  encourage  and  aid  the  most  minute 
and  thorough  scrutiny. 

If  a  keeper  should  be  disposed  to  discourage,  or  overawe,  or  drive  away,  the  more 
decent  and  moral  of  his  officers,  and  appoint  men  of  loose  and  irregular  lives  to  of- 
fice ;  commit  petty  peculations,  and  abuse  his  convicts ;  if  then  he  can  defy  or  evade 
the  scrutiny  of  inspection,  and  no  witness  can  be  had  but  his  corrupt  dependents ;  I 
need  not  say  that  our  penitentiary  system  is  prostrated,  nor  that  the  best  hopes  of 


bis  manner  of  meeting  or  not  meeting  the  same,  raise  a  strong  presumption  in  my 
mind,  that  he  has  no  sufficient  defence  against  the  imputations.  Some  of  them  seem 
to  me  to  be  unanswerably  proved.  At  present,  my  confidence  in  him  is  impaired  or 
fast." 

Extracts  from  Mr.  Hopkins*  Reasons  for  removing  Mr.  Lynds. 

11 1.  Because  his  order,  forbidding  the  prisoners  to  complain  of  want  of  food  un- 
der pain  of  punishment,  was  an  outrage  upon  humanity.  Under  the  operation  of 
this  order,  we  have  proof,  upon  the  oath  ot  a  keeper  very  friendly  to  Mr.  Lynds,  of 

29* 
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a  meat  ration,  which  could  not,  by  the  description,  have  been  an  ounce,  and  many 
others  of  like  character. 

II.  Because  I  am  entirely  satisfied  from  the  evidence,  and  from  known  facts  and 
observation,  that,  while  that  order  was  enforced  in  its  rigor,  the  prisoners  were  ac- 
tually kept  on  short  rations. 

In  April  last,  I  saw  the  convicts  bring  their  dishes  from  the  cells,  and  from  that 
moment  I  have  never  doubted  but  they  were  stinted.  The  wooden  dishes,  without 
exception,  were  scraped  clean,  even  to  whiteness,  and  in  hundreds  not  a  particle 
left 

On  that  occasion,  a  person  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  supplies  made  me 
this  unsuspecting  and  undesigned  remark ;  that  the  rations  were  then  enough ;  that 
they  hail  till  lately  been  much  less;  and,  in  answer  to  my  remark  about  the 
dishes,  said,  that  nou?  the  convicts  would  soon  be  filled  up,  and  then  the  dishes  would 
be  different. 

If  the  fact  of  want  was  otherwise  doubtful,  the  bitter  complaints  of  the  prisoners 
to  under  keepers,  during  the  time  of  the  prohibition,  would  be  the  highest  proof  of 
actual  want.  These  complaints  seem  peculiar  to  this  period ;  there  were  cases  of 
prisoners  manifestly  too  feeble  to  work,  and  of  some  who  did  double  work  on  having 
full  meals;  others  eat  clay,  which  the  keepers  generally  spoke  of  in  connexion  with 
the  subject  of  rations. 

These  extraordinary  facts  induced  us  to  examine  the  provision  room,  and  we  found 
the  provisions  in  great  part  made  up  of  hogs'  heads,  and  of  shanks,  skirts  and  necks 
of  beef. 

III.  Because  the  case  of  the  assistant  keeper  and  overseer  of  the  rations,  Mr. 
Marshall,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  much  examination,  comes  in  addition  to, 
and  in  confirmation  of  the  facts  regarding  scarcity.  The  facts  are,  that  Marshall  re- 
ceived considerable  presents  from  the  contractor,  during  this  time ;  that  Mr.  Lynds 
knew  of  some  of  the  presents,  and  received  some  himself;  that  he  intrusted  Mar- 
shall alone  to  supply  the  daily  rations,  without  any  oversight  or  examination  what- 
ever; that  the  offal  pork  was -received  a  fortnight  before  Marshall  informed  Mr. 
Lynds  of  it;  though  it  was  an  oli  practice  to  receive  offal  beef  when  the  pubHc 
paid  for  prime.  I  consider  this  inattention  to  the  wants  of  the  prisoners,  and  the 
conduct  of  Marshall,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lynds,  as  amounting  to  gross  negligence  at 
least;  but  it  gives  strong  ground  to  suspect  more. 

It  shows  a  very  questionable  state  of  things,  when  both  the  principal  keeper  and 
the  overseer  of  rations  receive  valuable  presents  from  a  contractor,  who  is  not  in 
easy  circumstances  ;  when  the  presents  are  connected  in  time  with  urgent  and  dis- 
tressing want ;  the  want  with  loud  complaints ;  and  the  complaints  with  a  prohi- 
bition by  the  principal  to  bring  them  to  his  ears  under  pain  of  punishment. 

IV.  Because,  during  this  time  of  severe  complaint,  an  account  is  made  up  against 
the  state  of  1200  or  1400  extra  rations.  This  account  has  been  drawn  for  by  Mr. 
Lynds,  without  any  sufficient  evidence  whatever,  that  any  extra  rations,  or  even  the 
regular  number,  were  furnished ;  and  I  verily  believe  it  to  be  fraud  upon  the  state. 
The  whole  charge  of  extra  rations  rests  upon  the  fidelity  of  Marshall  only ;  and 
thus  the  state  pays  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  prisoners  starve  on  the  other  hand, 
upon  the  mere  allegation  of  a  keeper  who  was  under  the  pay  of  the  contractor. 

V.  Because  the  inconsistency  and  untruth  of  the  pretences  resorted  to  in  excuse 
give  the  strongest  grounds  to  apprehend  bad  faith.  The  clamors  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  winter  and  spring  are  accounted  for  by  saying  that  they  were  more  hungry 
in  cold  weather.  The  extra  rations  in  summer  are  said  to  be  necessary,  because 
the  days  arc  long;  and  it  is  said,  if  the  prisoners  have  all  they  ask  for,  they  will  In- 
jure their  health  by  eating  to  excess ;  and  this  last  idea  Mr.  Lynds  took  much  pains 
to  impress  upon  us.  The  whole  is  unfounded  in  truth.  It  is  not  true  that  men  re- 
quire extra  food  (beyond  our  constant  ration)  in  winter  because  it  is  cold,  and  in 
summer  because  the  days  are  long ;  for  we  well  know  that  this  ration,  fairly  given, 
is  enough  in  summer  and  winter  for  the  average  of  men ;  it  proves  enough  in  other 
prisons ;  it  is  better  than  the  army  ration ;  and  all  human  experience,  in  prisons  and 
out  of  them,  proves  that  laboring  men,  having  habitually  sufficient  food,  are  not  of- 
ten  made  sick  by  it.    The  present  state  of  this  prison  proves  the  same  unanswerably. 

VI.  Because  it  was  a  flagrant  breach  of  duty  in  Mr.  Lynds  to  receive  offal  beef 
from  year  to  year,  when  the  contract  was  for  prime.  The  difference  of  cost  is  i 
fraud  upon  the  state. 

VII.  There  are  many  matters  in  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Lynds,  which  have  only  ap- 
peared of  late,  and  which  show  him  to  be  a  different  man,  in  his  present  temper  and 
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uuJuct,  from  what  he  wad,  and  unfit  to  govern  a  prison.  There  are  unanswerable 
uhuiiccs  of  cruelty  to  prisoners ;  his  harsh  and  violent  speeches  regarding  them  are 
justly  offensive  to  public  feeling ;  he  has  given  orders  for  indiscriminate  punishment, 
vhich  might  therefore  reach  the  innocent,  as  in  the  case  of  his  effort  to  stop  the 
bud  an <i  universal  clamor  for  food :  his  conduct  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barrett  was  a  se- 
ries of  insult,  and  is  the  second  instance  of  bad  temper  shown  to  an  excellent  pris- 
«  Chaplain.  Some  of  bis  keepers,  engaged  of  late,  are  men  of  such  habits,  deport- 
Kect  acd  language,  as  unlit  them  for  the  important  duties  they  arc  called  on  to  ex- 
'.rci*c.  I  do  not,  indeed,  expect  the  keepers  to  be  teachers,  nor  do  I,  in  ordinary 
cise«,  expect  frequent  reformations;  but  nothing  in  the  keepers  should  appear  ari- 
ier?c  to  it.  The  whole  moral  aspect  of  the  prison  government  is  now  unhappy, 
iad.  when  publicly  known,  will  be  disgraceful  to  the  state. 

VIII.  Because  1  am  dissatisfied  with  some  of  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  Mr. 
Lynds.  One  of  hi.*  first  acts  (after  the  law  was  passed)  was  to  increase  in  hi*  own 
:V;o7  an  item  in  his  own  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  new  Prison ;  thus  cotnpcl- 
b^r  u«  to  bc£in  by  breaking  over  an  estimate  which  we  had  just  submitted  to  the 
Lcgi.-iat:r.-c,  and  which  was  meant  to  be  made  with  great  caution.  His  own  sal- 
ary had  been  reported  at  $2,000,  which  was  just  that  of  a  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  But  when  we  were  committed  to  go  on,  and  could  not  well  dispense  with 
ti«  service*  without  the  loss  of  a  year,  he  suddenly  informed  us  that  he  expected 
base  rent  and  fuel  in  addition.  We  afterwards  compromised  the  allowance  of  fuel 
at  $100  a  year,  which  he  has  regularly  received.  Thus  we  submitted  to  the  ex- 
^ion,  and  arc  cs'opped ;  but  it  now  appears,  that,  since  that  time,  he  has  taken  con- 
siderable quantities  of  coal  from  the  prison  to  his  house,  of  which  no  account  was 
nade.  He  alleges  having  afterwards  paid  for  them  in  New  York,  but  produces  no 
poof,  nor  his  own  oaih. 

Several  instances  of  small  peculations  have  been  charged  upon  Mr.  Lynds,  and 
Jcaicd  not  at  ail.  or  in  so  evasive  a  manner  as  to  give  rise  to  mo*t  unpleasant  in- 
ferences. One  of  the  keepers,  heretofore  discharged,  openly  charged  him  with 
crediting;  the  state  hut  about  half  the  proceeds  of  some  boat-loads  of  stone,  being 
Moa  after  the  book  which  contained  the  account  wai  destroyed  by  fire.  He  was 
told  of  the  charge  at  the  time,  and  has  rested  under  the  imputation  without  the  least 
sttempt  (?o  far  a*  appears)  to  refute  it.  Several  small  credits  without  date,  but  of 
loag  standing,  were  brought  into  the  foot  of  his  account  for  1828.  In  point  of  fact, 
re  had  heard  of  them  before  the  entries  were  made  ;  and  the  whole  had  too  much 
the  appearance  of  being  only  made  because  there  was  reason  to  suspect  that  we  had 
beard  of  them.  The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Lynds  has  met,  or  r.ither  avoided  meet- 
ing, the  explicit  statements  made  again?t  him,  and  made  by  a  m«n  under  his  control, 
*  not  like  that  of  any  honest  man  I  ever  saw.  It  has  been  silence,  evasion  or  counter 
attack ;  and  not  in  one  instance  direct  and  open  denial  under  his  signature  or  oath,  nor 
producing  documents,  investigating  fads,  and  demanding  and  pursuing  lull  inqui- 
ry, which,  I  apprehend,  is  natural  to  one  who  is  conscious  of  innocence. 

IX.  Because  he  has  turned  out  of  oilicc  Mr.  Hitchcock,  a  mo-t  excellent  officer 
and  estimable  man,  and  one  whose  sen- ices  arc  well  known  to  be  of  great  value  to 
the  public  ;  and  this  upon  a  personal  ground,  and  without  the  allegation  of  miscon- 
duct; and  this,  too,  after  our  resolution  on  the  minutes  of  July  had  recorded  our  con- 
■ioueJ  confidence  in  Mr.  Hitchcock.  That  resolution  was  professedly  intended  to 
keep  him  in  place,  unless  there  should  be  just  and  special  cause  for  his  removal. 
And  in  my  own  judgment,  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  was  the  best  check  against 
irregularities  in  the  prison  government.  I  coa'idcr  the  removal  of  this  officer,  and 
the  reason  assigned,  that  Mr.  Lynds  could  *  suit  himself  better,'  as  an  open  defiance 
U  our  opinion,  and  a  contempt  of  the  authority  which  the  law  has  confided  to  u*. 
He  added  verbally,  that,  if  not  agreeable  to  the  commissioners,  we  had  an  ca«y  rem- 
edy ;  though  he  ordered  the  words  to  be  struck  out  of  his  written  answer. 

X.  Because  Mr.  Lynds  sets  himself  in  persevering  opposition  to  all  effective  ex- 
amination on  prison  affairs  by  the  commissioners,  which  is  also  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  intent  of  the  laws  as  shown  by  the  revision;  not  that  Mr.  Lynds  avows  this 
opposition  ;  though  he  really  makes  it,  and  has  openly  insisted  that  wc  could  never 
team  the  truth  if  he  cho^c  to  conceal  it. 

XI.  Because  we  have  unanimously  recorded  on  our  minntci  several  matters  o( 
severe  reproof  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Lynds,  and  several  matters  of  accusation  re- 
main unanswered  by  him,  and,  by  a  resolution  of  July  meeting,  were  formal  I  jj-po>t- 
poned  ;  and  now,  the  commissioners  having  met  in  August,  to  act  finally  upon  these 
Mihjcctd,  Mr.  Lynds  refuses  all  explanation  whatever  This  refusal  is  an  insult, 
and  a  personal  humiliation/ * 

B 
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• 

"  Having  presented  to  the  public  a  copy  of  the  reasons  for  the  removal  of  the    . 
agent,  I  ought  to  be  prepared  for  the  question,  *  whether  those  charges  are  true, 
and  what  is  the  evidence  of  them.' 

The  first  head  of  complaint  appearing  before  us  was,  that,  in  the  winter  and  spring 
of  1829,  the  prisoners  were  stinted  in  their  rations;  that  orders  were  Riven  to  sop-    . 
press  their  complaints  by  flogging,  but  without  any  examination  whether  the  com-    , 
plaints  were  reasonable ;  that  at  this  time  the  under  keeper,  who  had  the  (attribu- 
tion of  the  provisions,  was  under  the  pay  of  the  contractor,  and  that  the  agent  knew    - 
it ;  that  on  examination  of  the  provisions  in  store,  they  turned  out  to  be  mostly  of- 
fal— heads,  shanks,  skirts,  and  hearts — and  that  it  was  then  discovered  to  be  an  old 
practice  of  the  agent  to  receive  such  provisions,  while  the  public  paid  for  prime  beef 
and  pork ;  and  that,  during  this  time  of  want,  an  account  of  extra  ratios™  wsj    : 
run  up,  and  has  been  paid  from  the  state  treasury. 

The  ration  of  pork  is  ]  of  a  pound ;  that  of  beef,  a  pound,  and  both  prims.    The 
flour  and  meal  are  18  ounces ;  besides  potatoes,  rye-coffee  and  molasses ;  making   , 
the  prison  ration  much  better  than  that  of  the  United  States  army. 

Deposition  of  Charles  Yeo,  an  assistant  keeper.  '  In  the  winter,  he  thought 
the  ration  scanty,  and  the  men  complained  of  hunger ;  has  seen  bones  with  m>  •; 
Ue  meat  on  them  ;  has  seen  the  jaw-bones  and  the  kids  of  hogs ;  the  men  wouU  . 
show  him  their  rations,  and  show  how  little  there  was.  Last  winter,  there  was  a  contin- 
uation of  complaints.  Captain  Lynds  gave  a  public  order  in  church,  staling  that  he 
thought  that  they  had  enough,  and  that  if  any  more  complained,  he  would  pumth 
them ;  has  heard  two  or  three  such  pubhc  orders  given.' 

Jeremiah  Price,  an  assistant  keeper.  *  As  to  quantity,  thinks  early  this  spring 
there  was  a  scarcity ;  about  the  first  of  March,  the  men  complained  most ;  but  some 
in  the  winter,  and  some  now.'  [He  afterwards  named  some  of  his  men  who  grew 
poor,  &c] 

Abncr  Joy.  [He  is  Air.  Lynds*  favorite  witness.]  *  How  small  a  meat  ration, 
in  your  judgment,  have  you  ever  seen  dealt  out  to  a  working  convict  ?'  Answer. 
' 1  have  known  them  hand  up  a  ration  to  the  door  to  me,  when  it  appeared  very 
small.  [Witness  takes  up  a  very  small  part  of  a  cake  of  Windsor  soap,  to  which  he 
compares  it,  saying  it  might  he  double  that  piece.]  And  as  several  complained  at 
the  same  time,  from  that  and  from  the  looks  of  the  piece,  he  believes  it  was  all  thus 
bad,  though  he  has  known  them  attempt  to  deceive  on  that  subject.  *  *  Depo- 
nent pays,  that,  looking  at  tho  ration,  he  should  not,  on  his  own  judgment,  think  the 
ration  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  meaning  for  each  meal.'  [Heat  is  given  hot 
twice  a  day.] 

(  Question.  '  Do  you  believe  yonr  men  have  ever  suffered  for  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient food?'  Answer.  'Judging  from  appearances,  I  think  I  have  seen  ihcm, 
when  at  work,  by  their  looks  and  actions,  taint  and  weary.  I  have  asked  such,  who 
answered  that  they  'were  all  gone,' — 'had  nothing  inside  of  them.'  Should 
not  have  trusted  their  words,  but  these  answers  came  from  faithful  men,  not  apt  to 
complain ;  and  their  looks  and  actions  were  what  I  depended  on.' 

Robert  Wilt.«ic,  the  deputy  keeper,  and  a  friend  and  relative  of  Mr.  Lynds. 
*  About  tlic  middle  of  March,  there  were  great  complaints  among  the  convicts,  and 
the  keepers  talked  a  good  deal  about  the  rations.'  *  *  '  The  complaints  were,  I 
think,  to  some  extent  reasonable,  in  March  and  April.'  *  *  Says,  in  answer  to  a 
question,  that  '  there  was  no  check,  to  my  knowledge,  by  which  it  could  be  told 
whether  Mr.  M.  did  or  did  not  give  the  full  ration.' 

From  the  joint  deposition  of  W.  Hitchcock  and  Mr.  Joy,  when  examined  face 
to  face.  *  Mr.  Hitchcock  says  that  when  the  order  was  in  force  prohibiting  com- 
plaints, the  convicts  would  jam  their  kids  upon  the  floor,  and  cry  out,  wi  axi  al- 
most starved  to  i>eath.  Cries  and  noises  like  this  were  frequent.  Mr.  Lynds 
called  the  keepers  together,  and  told  them  to  keep  upon  the  galleries  until  the  last 
door  was  locked,  and  seo  if  they  could  not  eaten  those  fellows.  *  If  you  can  get 
within  a  dozen  cells,  it  is  enough.    I  had  as  lief  flog  a  dozen  for  one  as  not' ' 

4  Mr.  Joy  says  it  was, '  I  had  as  lief  flog  a  dozen  as  not,  to  stop  the  slamming  of 
the  kids.'  And  he  denies  the  port  which  says,  *  If  you  can  get  within  a  dozen,  it  is 
enough.' ' 

Though  he  ordered  punishment  for  complaining,  he  took  no  means  whatever 
to  ascertain  whether  their  complaints  were  well-founded  or  not.  The  deputy  keeper 
(quoted  above)  says  he  *  knew  of  no  check.*  Mr.  Lynds  expressly  stated  to  us  that 
he  *  knew  nothing  whether  the  ration  was  good  or  not,  but  trusted  wholly  to  M.' 

8  M .  [the  assistant  keeper,  who  has  the  dealing  out  of  the  rations, 

and  the  superintendence  of  the  cooking  and  provision  department.]    ( Wilson  [the 
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ntractor]  satisfies  the  deponent  for  his  extra  trouble  in  taking  care  of  hid  provisions 
aforesaid,  and  in  ending  back  empty  barrels.  He  wrote  deponent  about  his 
mpen$ation  for  this  trouble.  Deponent  wrote  in  reply,  he  must  not  let  his  (depo- 
Dt't)  family  starve,  and  Mr.  Wilson  sent  deponent" a  barrel  of  flour,  a  barrel  ot 
rk,  am!  $25  in  cash,  as  a  new  year's  present;  and  has  since  sent  him  one  barrel 
i  a  half  of  flour.' 

[*hus  Mr.  M—  served  two  masters ;  the  state,  to  deal  out  provisions  to  de- 
iceless  prisoners,  and  Me  contractor  who  supplied  the  provision*;  but  he  served 
>  latter  under  the  special  condition  that  the  contractor  should  not  let  the  chief 
>k*s  family  starve.  The  prisoners,  however,  under  this  arrangement,  do  starve 
1  clamor.  The  principal  keeper  knows  of  the  clamor ;  knows  of  the  chief  cook's 
igationa  to  the  contractor;  takes  care  not  to  kaovf  whether  there  Ls  starvation  or 
:*"  but  orders  the  prisoners  to  be  flogged  by  the  dozen  for  complaining. 
This  testimony  was  taken  openly,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lynds,  who  cross-cx- 
ined  such  of  the  witnesses  as  he  chose.  It  was  taken  about  ten  months  ago ;  and 
has  never  contradicted  or  explained  any  part  of  it. 

The  inspection  of  the  provision  room  was  made  by  Mr.  Tibbits,  Mr.  Allen  and 
'self,  personally.  The  general  result  is  recorded  in  our  minutes,  signed  by  the 
nmissioners,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: — 

It  also  appears,  from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Lynds,  the  agent,  and  M ,  and 

m  an  examination  of  the  provisions  in  store,  made  by  the  commissioners  person- 
y,  that,  instead  of  the  inspected  prime  beef  and  pork,  contracted  to  be  furnished 

the  contractor,  hogs'  heads  and  shoulders,  exclusively,  had  been  sent  and  re- 
ived in  separate  casks ;  and  some  inspected  mess  pork  in  other  casks.   That  it  had 

eo  left  to  Mr.  M ,  as  the  provisions  were  used,  so  to  mix  the  heads  and  shoul- 

n  with  the  mess  pork  as  to  make  the  rations  equal  to  prime  pork. 
That  M  was  ordered  by  the  agent  to  make  of  this  mixture  rations  equal  to 

ime  pork,  which  M— —  says  he  did";  but  of  which  it  appears  that  tiik 
urrxcTS,  wot  without  reabox,  complained,  as  will  or  quantity  as 
7AX.ITT.'  [This  order  then  goes  on  to  rehearse  the  affair  of  the  present;  orders 
e  chief  cook  to  be  removed  from  that  place ;  and  directs  that,  in  future,  none  but 
■peeled  prime  provisions  be  received.] 

From  the  chief  cook's  deposition.  *  The  beef  has  been  more  generally  rough  or 
in  beef  than  prime,  ever  since  deponent  has  been  in  the  kitchen,  which  was 
«  years  the  4th  of  December  last.  *  *  This  kind  of  beef  is  tho  shanks,  which 
e  split  and  the  shin  bone  taken  out ;  other  kinds  of  rough  beef  are  tho  cheeks, 
ads,  and  skirts  and  necks.  The  necks  have  the  bone  in,  and  when  the  neck*  arc 
ed,  the  orders  of  Captain  Lynds  were  to  use  six  barrels  instead  of  five,  and  depont-nt 
ed  them  accordingly  ;  that  is,  he  ordered  deponent  to  use  enough  to  make  out  (he 
ion,  and  this  was  the  way  deponent  did  it.  We  could  only  come  at  this  by  guess.* 
Prom  the  deposition  of  the  same.  « When  did  Mr.  Lynds  first  give  'these 
iers  respecting  the  rough  beef,  and  making  up  the  quantity  good :'  Answer. 
Jways  he  has  told  deponent  so.  perhaps  twenty  times.  Jt  has  been  the  rule  as 
ig  as  deponent  has  known  the  kitchen.  *  *  Mr.  Lynds  ordered  the  men  not 
complain  for  want  of  food,  as  he  was  satisfied,'  &c. 

From  the  deposition  of  Robert  Wiltsic,  the  deputy  keeper.  *  Don't  remember 
tether  any  regularly  inspected  prime  or  other  beef  has  been  here  since  1  came.* 
Early  in  the  season  of  1829,  and  soon  after  we  had  begun  to  examine  the  com- 
dnt*  of  scarcity,  Mr.  Lynds  presented  a  bill  to  he  allowed  in  favor  of  the  contract  - 

for  $10$  75,  for  extra  rations,  from  tho  Ut  of  Nov.  to  the  1st  of  May.  To  thi* 
teerved.  that  « that  bill  could  not  be  allowetl  by  my  vote  until  I  teas  satisfin! 
if  eren  the  regular  ration  had  been  delivered.' 

From  the  contractor's  accounts,  Mr.  Tibbits  went  into  an  elaborate  calculation  lo 
i  whether  all  the  provisions  alleged  to  be  delivered,  with  every  possible  allou  - 
ce  in  favor  of  the  contractor,  would  make  out  the  number  of  rations  paid  lor. 

#  result  is,  that  in  no  possible  way  can  the  amount  of  rations  be  made  out.  Mr. 
jbits  makes  the  deficiency  upwards  of  16,000  rations. 

Ml  this  while,  that  is,  during  this  starvation,  and  outcry,  and  feeding  tho  pri*on- 
i  with  houghs  and  bones,  and  the  Ciiok  with  nicotic*,  an  account  for  extra  ration  t 

*  been  running  up  against  tho  public,  and  has  been  paid,  and  can  he  seen  at  the 
nptroller's  office. 

rhis  last,  indeed  the  whole,  was  a  fraud  upon  the  public. 

What  refuge  or  redress  is  there  for  the  mangled,  sick,  or  starving  prisoner,  when 
is  held  to  his  task,  ami  then  lashed,  when  he  cries  out  frorn  weakness  and  hmi- 
r  ?     I  know  he  is  a  felon ;  but  is  he  not  also  a  human  being  ?" 
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Letter  of  Mr.  TVbbits,  another  Commissioner,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Senate. 

"  By  examining  the  testimony  of  M.,  the  cook,  and  particularly  that  of  Wiltsie, 
the  deputy  keeper,  and  the  statement  of  Mr.  W.,  die  contractor,  there  can  no  doubt 
remain  on  your  minds,  as  there  was  none  on  the  minds  of  the  commissioners,  but 
that,  instead  of  the  prime  beef  and  pork  contracted  to  be  delivered  for  the  rations  of 
the  convicts,  they  were  for  a  long  time  furnished  with  offal  beef,  necks,  salted 
heart*,  and  skirts,  and  shins ;  and  at  last,  during  the  time  stated  in  the  ration  mem- 
orandum which  1  gave  you,  with  offal  pork,  hogs1  heads,  &c,  taken  in,  also,  at  the 
weight  marked  on  the  barrels  by  the  contractor,  and  all  this  done  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  agent,  Mr.  Lynds.  And  when,  again,  you  look  over  the  ration 
memorandum,  you  must  conclude,  also,  that  there  could  he  no  such  thing  done  if 
th.it  of  making  up  for  quality,  by  enlarging  the  quantity  from  five  to  six  barrels. 
Having  arrived  at  these  conclusions,  as  we  did,  you  will  probably  be  satisfied  that 
the  loud  complaints  of  the  convict;  were  not  without  good  cause,  and  that  money 
must  have  been  made  out  of  it  by  somebody;  really  spuuged  out  of  the  convicts. 

If  our  propositions  for  ration  contracts  had  been  for  such  oflal  provisions,  they 
would  probably  have  agreed  to  furnish  them  for  less,  by  at  least  one  and  a  half  cent 
per  ration ;  and  vrith  a  view  to  get  them  for  less,  we  advertised  that  prime  or  shin 
beef  would  he  taken,  as  ycu  will  sec  by  our  minute  I  wok,  last  fall ;  but  which  was 
soon  after  rescinded  from  the  uncertainty  which  there  would  be  of  quantity  and 
quality ;  shin  beef  not  being  an  article  which  would  be  passed  by  an  inspector; 
and  the  contract  was  made  for  prime  inspected  beef  and  pork,  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Lyuds  insisted  most  strenuously  that  the  deduction  of  2£  per  cent,  with  the 
old  contractor,  W.t  ought  not  to  be  made,  saying  that  the  convicts  had  their  full  ra- 
tion*. We  thought  they  most  certainly  had  not  had  them ;  and  there  was  no  evi- 
dence but  M.'s  to  tdiow  that  they  had  them ;  and  you  will  see  by  his  testimony, that 
his  mode  of  making  up  the  daily  rations  was  to  take  two  of  W.'s  barrels,  at  the  weight 
marked  on  them,  and  then  to  weigh  as  much  out  of  another  as  made  up  the  rations 
of  the  day.  Now,  we  all  know  that  barrel  beef  always  falls  short,  after  laving  a 
short  time  in  salt ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  did  also.  The  24  per  cent,  ought,  therefore,  si 
well  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  as  from  principle,  to  be  deducted ;  and  if  it  bad 
been  inspected,  even  then  should  be  deducted. 

Now,  as  money  must  have  been  made  out  of  this  thing  by  somebody,  you  can 
judge,  as  well  as  we  can,  whose  pockets  it  went  into;  and,  as  well  as  we,  can  tell 
whether  Mr.  Lynds  did  right  or  wrong  in  taking  the  wood,  coal,  &c,  after  our  ex- 
press order  not  to  do  it ;  and  as  Mr.  Lynds,  for  the  reasons  which  I  verbally  stated 
to  you,  has  always  been  as  much  the  man  of  the  Legislature  as  that  of  the  commis- 
sioners, it  is  as  competent  for  you,  and  I  thought  more  so,  to  determine  what  should 
or  ought  to  be  done  in  the  premises  further  about  it. 

As  the  minutes  of  the  testimony  were  then  taken  down  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  it  may 
be  proper  for  me  to  say  they  were  taken  in  my  presence,  and  with  the  utmost  fair- 
ness ;  read  over  to  them ;  given  to  them  to  examine  and  alter  if  they  thought  prop- 
er. I  have,  moreover,  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  purity  of  his  motives  and  inten- 
tions, in  all  he  has  done  or  said  in  tliis  very  unpleasant  matter. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

Albany,  9th  March,  1830.  GEORGE  TIDBITS. ' 

"  Mr.  Allen's  views,  in  most  particulars  agreeing  with  Mr.  Tibbits  and  myself,  are 
recorded  on  the  minutes  of  our  board. 

Tho  revised  statutes,  since  they  defined  our  powers,  have  ordained,  (as  we  had 
before  practised,)  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  to  examine  into  *  all 
matters  connected  with  the  government,  discipline  aud  police  of  the  prison.' 

In  a  public  expose  of  the  nature  of  this  examination,  we  declared  it  to  be  the  du- 
ty of  every  officer  to  give  all  the  information  in  his  power.  Some  complied  with 
this. 

Among  those  who,  in  express  compliance  with  these  requirements  of  duty,  con- 
tinued to  give  us  information,  were  the  worthy  Mr.  Barrett,  and  Mr.  Hitchcock, 
one  of  the  most  experienced  of  the  assistant  keepers,  an  estimable  man,  an  excel- 
lent disciplinarian,  and  an  admirable  mechanic  and  mechanical  inventor.  Mr.  Bar- 
rett is  the  man  whose  benevolence  and  remarkable  success  in  teaching  prisoners  to 
read,  by  the  use  of  the  Bible  only,  is  known  to  many  readers. 

Through  these  two  persons  chiefly,  we  were  put  upon  the  track  of  examination, 
which  resulted  in  discovering  the  scandalous  frauds  in  the  prison  rations,  heretofore 
explained.     As  these  and  other  abuses  became  more  apparent,  especially  in  1829, 
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iionera,  nil  three,  openly  recorded  in  the  minutes  their  disapprobation  of 
>ok  order  fjr  their  correction.  But  the  hostility  of  Mr.  Lynds  to  thoie 
c  more  apparent,  though  he  did  not  deny  nor  controvert  their  facts ; 
he  lied  from  some  of  the  examinations.  At  length,  taking  occasion  from 
ssion  of  the  Chaplain,  supposed  to  be  exceptionable,  he  seized,  shor>k  and 
,  and  drove  him  from  the  Prison.  When  afterwards,  tho  commissioners, 
removal  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  also,  recorded  in  the  minuted  their  continu- 
re  in  him,  and  that  they  should  regret  seeing  him  removed,  Mr.  Lynds 
ray  also.  When  we  attempt  »d  to  take  Mr.  Lynda*  own  examination 
tent,  he  refused  to  answer  whether  Hitchcock  was  guilty  of  any  fault, 
that  if  we  did  not  like  his  removal,  we  might  take  our  remedy.  Wo  at- 
get  answers  to  other  question.-*,  but  Mr.  Lynds  refused  to  give  them." 

Facta  ami  Inferences. 

Ly:i  Is  ha*  successfully  maintained  tho  principle  that  he  will  not  answer 
egarding  hi*  official  conduct,  which  Wjre  first  put  by  the  lawful  autlur- 
ommissioners,  aoJ  arc  now  rcqu'rt  ^  by  law. 

is  likewise  maintained  the  principle  that  he  will  dismiss  from  the  Prison 
unimpeachable  conduct,  ur„i  0f  great  valuo  to  tlic  public,  if  they  give 
iatio'1  as  the  inspectors  require. 

csult  of  these  several  p.-oposition?  is,  that,  as  Mr.  Lynds  will  answer  no 
im»elf,  nor  suffer  an^  others  to  aruwer  thein,  if  disagreeable  to  him,  the 
inbs  of  COO  prisoner*,  and  the  offices  of  more  than  30  keepers  and  guards, 
:ts  for  a  grmt  'amount  of  public  money,  are  under  his  absolute  control, 
,  and  incapable  of  being  checked. 

ondu^t  ii  virtually  usurpation  of  a  power  which  is  of  all  powers  the 
tic  known  among  us.     It  is  a  usurpation,  because  it  i$  held  in  defiance  of 

without  which  it  certainly  would  never  have  been  granted/* 

from  the  Report  of  the.  Committee  of  the  Senate,  on  the  Difficulties  in 

the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing. 

tiou  to  the  document  addressed  to  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  it 
e  keener  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  with  mal-practiccs  of  an  aggravated 
among  which  are  a  connivance  with  the  contractor  to  stint  the  allowance 
i  to  the  convicts  ;  want  of  vigilance  to  insure  attendance,  care  and  corn- 
sick  and  maimed;  hi  suffering  petty  officers  to  inflict  upon  eomicts  se- 
nincritcd  punishment  for  olt'cuces.  He  is  also  charged  with  the  cmbcz- 
publir  property. 

of  this  serious  character,  made  by  an  officer  to  whom  was  confided  an 
rust,  against  another  officer  holding  a  station  equally  responsible,  and 
ho  has  heretofore  acquired  for  himself,  and  for  the  institution  over  which 
*.  a  high  degree  of  reputation  and  public  favor,  demand  from  the  commi'.- 
»,  a  careful,  and  a  thorough  investigation. 

iniittec  have  bestowed  as  ro'ich  time  upon  thi*  subject  as  their  numerous 
du'.ies  would  permit.  T'ney  have  examined  the  records  of  tho  building 
icrs  and  inspectors,  as  well  as  the  voluminous  document*  submit ti-d  to 
ic  inspectors,  relating  to  this  subject,  a  part  of  which  consists  of  ere  mi- 
persons  connected  with  the  Prison,  under  oath,  and  in  FAvnn  ok 
cer.  agnin»t  whom  their  accusations  were  made.  Tub  re.mai.xdku 
r  like  testimony  taken  cr  parte,  without  the.  knowjledol  ok  thi: 
ind  with  an  assurance  on  the  part  of  the  inspectors  that  it  sdiouhl  be  con- 
fidential, and  not  to  Ik*  disclosed  except  to  thi?  Legislature, 
ve  also  examined  the  inspector  who  prefers  the  ch.irges,  and  his  two  as- 
essrs.  Allen  and  Tihbits ;  and  they  have  afforded  Mr.  Lynds  an  oppar- 
cplain  and  refute  the  charges. 

i  no  witnesses  have  boon  examined  under  oath,  yet  the  investigation 
icted  has  dispelled  some  of  the  most  aggravated  charges,  and  greatly 
other?, 
committee  do  not  possess  tho  information  which  would  justify  them  in 
l  entirely,  or  in  convicting  the  keeper;  and  their  inquiries  have  brought 
*  conclusion,  tint  they  ought  not,  in  justice  to  thenwlve-,  to  the  public, 
party  concerned,  to  make  their  final  report  until  they  shall  have  a«ked 
to  repair  to  the  Prison,  to  i«t>i:xamin,e  opi:r»  i.v  so*.n:  or  the  wit- 


348  PRISON   DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY.  18 

NESSE8    WHO    HAVE    BEEN    SECRETLY    EXAMINED    BY    THE    flTiPECTOM,  &Dd 

take  other  testimony. 

This  can  only  be  done  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  as  it  ought,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  to  be  made  at  the  Prison  where  the  witnesses  are  station- 
ed, and  confined  by  official  duties. 

Your  coin  in  it  tee  have  l>een  prevented  from  repairing  to  the  Prison  during  the 
session,  from  the  difficulty  of  a  winter  journey,  and  from  the  still  more  insuperable 
difficulty  arising  from  their  legislative  duties.  It  is  known  to  the  Senate,  that  two 
members  of  the  committee  are  each  at  the  head  of  highly  important  committees, 
involving  arduous  and  laborious  duties,  growing  daily  more  arduous  as  the  session 
advances  to  its  termination,  so  that  the  committee  have  not  found  time  enough  at 
their  disposal  to  make  this  journey  and  investigation,  even  fincc  the  former  has  be- 
come easy  and  short  by  the  opening  of  the  Hudson.*' 

New  Female  Penitentiary  in  N.  Y. — The  commissioners  of  the  Leg- 
islature, to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  building  a  Female  Peni- 
tentiary in  the  State  of  New  York,  have  submitted  a  plan  of  building, 
estimate  of  expense,  &c,  to  the  Legislature,  and  recommended  the  lo- 
cation of  it,  either  at  Utica  or  Troy.  A  committee  of  the  Legislature 
has  fully  concurred  with  the  commissioners,  and  with  the  late  Governor 
Clinton,  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  such  an  institution,  and  Eay,  in 
their  report  of  the  2d  of  March,  1830,  "  The  system  which  the  commit- 
tee recommend  is,  that  the  females  should  be  kept  in  separate  apart- 
ments, in  a  manner  similar  to  the  present  mode  adopted  with  males, 
placed  under  the  care  of  matrons,  and  rigidly  excluded  from  each  oth- 
er." In  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  they  leave  the  location  to 
the  commissioners,  directing  only  that  it  shall  be  in  one  of  the  cities  of 
the  State,  or  in  the  village  of  Utica.  The  Legislature  postponed  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  to  the  next  session,  though  the  com- 
mittee say,  in  their  report,  that  the  plan  of  providing  (i.  e.  ultimately) 
such  a  Penitentiary  has  already  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature. 

Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  Y. — The  Prison  at  Auburn  maintains  the  same 
general  character  which  it  has  sustained  for  a  course  of  years.  It  con- 
tinues to  be,  as  it  was  five  years  ago,  a  specimen  of  neatness  from  the 
gate  to  the  sewer.  In  this  respect,  it  furnishes  a  good  lesson  to  many 
private  families.  Combinations  in  villany,  and  communications  of  evil 
are  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  wholly,  prevented.  Silence,  industry  and  or- 
der reign  throughout  the  establishment.  The  health,  among  a  popula- 
tion of  more  than  six  hundred  within  the  walls,  is  about  equal  to  that  of 
the  most  favored  country  villages  in  New  England,  and  greater  than  that 
of  the  city  of  Boston ;  the  deaths  in  the  last  six  years  having  been  one 
in  seventy-one,  and  during  the  last  year,  less  than  one  in  one  hundred. 
The  cases  of  sickness  in  the  hospital  have  been  on  an  average  six  near- 
ly, or  about  one  in  one  hundred.  The  moral  influence  is  good,  as  might 
be  expected  from  the  public  worship,  the  Sabbath  School,  the  reading 
and  study  of  the  Bible,  the  solitude,  the  private  admonition,  the  absence 
of  temptation,  the  mild  and  wholesome  discipline,  and  the  daily  ac- 
knowledgment of  God  ;  which  is  proved  by  numerous  cases  of  reforma- 
tion, and,  comparatively,  few  cases  of  re-committal.  The  well  authenti- 
cated cases  of  reformation  are  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty,  anil 
the  re-committals  arc  less  than  one  in  twelve.  The  Legislature  is  so  far  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  faithful  and  systematic  religious  instruc- 
tion, by  a  resident  Chaplain,  as  to  grant  this  officer,  at  the  last  session,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually,  in  addition  to  the  pay  which  he  before 
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'oni  the  state.     The  earning  of  the  convicts,  during  the  year 

t.  31,  18*29,  amounted  to  $39,933  45;   the  expenses,  includ- 

y  of  the  officers,  to  $34,070  85 j  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of 

tion  of  $5,862  GO. 

i  the  condition,  on  the  whole,  of  this  Prison,  that  those  who 

l  of  it,  and  afterwards  visit  it,  go  away  and  say  the  half 

Id  them  ;  and  thousands  visit  it,  from  America  and  Europe,  as 

r  imitation. 

owing  letter  from  the  Chaplain  of  the  Prison,  dated  May  29, 

*emed  worthy  of  iusertion  entire  : — 

iow  spent  two  years  among  the  convicts  in  thU  Prison.  I  review  the 
deep  emotion.  I  think  it  lias  been  the  most  useful,  certainly  the  hap- 
1  of  my  life.  They  who  have  asked  me, '  How  can  you  immure  your- 
eary  a  place,  and  among  such  a  class  of  men  ?'  have  yet  to  learn  what 
luxury  that  a  benevolent  heart  can  enjoy.  If  left  to  my  choice,  no  earthly 
i  would  (empt  me  to  leave  this  for  any  other  field  of  labor  on  earth, 
ary  religious  services  have  been  regularly  performed.  To  the  preach- 
iabbath  the  convicts  have  uniformly  listened  with  fixed  attention,  and 
sep  and  overwhelming  emotion.  The  services  are  always  character- 
feet  order  and  apparent  solemnity.  It  has  been  the  common  remark 
itors,  as  well  as  other*,  that  they  never  witnessed  an  equal  degree  of 
d  apparent  seriousness  and  interest,  in  any  other  congregation, 
chapel,  I  have  followed  them,  in  the  afternoon,  to  their  solitary  cells, 
u  the  best  possible  circumstances  for  producing  effect,  have  pressed 
heir  consciences,  individually,  the  truths  which  they  had  heard  in  the 
ibly,  in  such  manner  as  I  conceived  to  be  best  adapted  to  their  different 
id  states  of  feeling.  In  these  visit*,  I  have  often  witnessed  the  power 
naking  the  stoutest  heart,  the  heart  that  could  be  approached  in  no  oth- 
nccs,  to  tremble.  This  I  regard  as  the  most  important  part  of  my  duty, 
ch  has  been  most  evidently  accompanied  by  the  blessing  of  God.  The 
;  Bible,  applied  closely  to  the  conscience,  have  generally  produced  a 
upon  their  feelings,  and,  in  some  instances,  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
d  a  transforming  influence  upon  their  hearts.  I  have  found  the  men 
>sible,  almost  without  exception;  softened  in  their  feelings;  willing  and 
erse  upon  the  subject  of  religion ;  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  radi- 
ri  their  own  hearts;  and  often  powerfully  awakened  to  the  immediate 
yielding  to  the  demands  of  the  gospel.  Nothing  is  more  common  than 
i  express  their  surprise,  that  they  never  thought  of  these  things  before, 
*&titudc  that  they  have  been  arrested  and  brought  into  a  place  where 
ght  them,  and  where  they  cannot  but  think  of  them.  In  this  labor,  I 
ls^isted  by  the  use  of  Tracts,  which  the  keeper  nas  kindly  given  me 
)  put  into  their  hands  on  the  Sabbath,  and  which,  by  a  suitable  selection 
>n  to  particular  cases,  have  not  unfrequently  proved  to  be  efficient  co- 
roducing  and  strengthening  salutary  impressions  upon  their  minds, 
ind  and  impressive  stillness,  with  which  the  daily  evening  devotions  in 
re  been  uniformly  attended,  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  convicts'  inter- 
ercise,  and  of  its  effect  upon  their  feelings.  One,  who  had  been  in 
few  weeks,  sent  for  me  to  let  me  know  what  a  change  had  been  wrought 
fs  respecting  it.  '  I  always  hated  to  hear  prayers,  (said  he,)  and  the 
it  I  heard  you  pray  in  the  Prison.  I  could  hardly  contain  the  contempt 
>r  you  and  your  prayer ;  now,  I  feel  it  a  great  privilege  to  kneel  down 
h  you.' 

ith  School  still  holds  a  prominent  place  in  our  system  of  instruction,  and 
lighest  regard.  Its  number  has  been  gradually  increased,  till  it  now 
it  one  hundred  and  sixty  pupils,  in  thirty-one  classes,  which  arc  under 
urty-two  theological  students  as  teachers,  one  of  whom  takes  the  immedi- 
.  of  the  whole.  I  scarcely  know  which  most  to  admire,  the  devotedncss  of 
,  or  the  ardor  and  industry  of  the  scholars.  The  liveliest  interest  is  mani- 
rth.  A  mutual  and  strong  attachment  springs  up  between  them.  The 
m  willing  to  forego  any  other  privilege  for  the  sake  of  meeting  and  in- 
ir  pupils ;  and  among  the  scholars,  generallv,  no  other  punishment  Is 
30 
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more  dreaded  than  exclusion  from  the  Rchool.  It  has  been  interesting  to  cie  to  ob- 
serve, upon  the  discharge  of  these  scholars  from  Fiison,  how  often  the  first  inquiry 
ha*  been,  where  they  might  find  their  teacher. 

The  whole  number  received  into  the  school  since  its  commencement  is  ri*iri£  of 
three  hundred.  Of  these,  it  is  known  that  eighty-five  commenced  with  the  alpha- 
bet ;  probably  uomo  more.  A  large  number  could  read  only  in  the  nbx,  or  ra«y 
words  of  one  or  two  syllables:  one  third,  perhaps  in  cwy  reading  lessons,  Ly  spell- 
ing some  of  the  words;  and  a  few  intelligibly  in  the  Testament.  All  these,  with 
the  exception  of  thouc  who  have  been  in  but  a  sdiort  time,  and  of  some  few  who 
were  too  soon  discharged  from  Prison,  have  been  taught  to  read  well.  Nearly  Ivct 
hundred  have  acquired  a  decent  hand  in  the  writing  class;  and  about  one  bundni 
and  twenty  have  been  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  four  ground  rules  of  arithmetic. 

I  have  neither  lime  nor  room  to  mention  particular  instances  of  remarkable  ir- 
provement.  There  rrc  many.  It  is  surprising  how  soon  some  have  advanced  rri:i 
the  alphabet  to  reading  lcwon*.  It  can  be  accounted  for  only  by  their  extreme 
anxiety  to  be  able  to  read.  They  improve  every  moment  of  daylight  which  i»  no4. 
devoted  to  labor.  I  have  known  them  frequently  to  set  their  supper  a<idi\  ami 
study  their  book  as  long  as  they  could  see,  and  then  eat  in  the  dark.  In  such  in- 
stances, they  have  generally  improved  much  more  rapidly  than  children  ordinarily 
do  who  attend  school  every  "day.  This  w  a  general  thing,  but  not  without  excep- 
tions :  some  are  stupid,  ami  advunce  very  slowly.  Those  who  ean  read  employ  miiih 
of  their  leisure  lime  in  committing  scripture.  Tln*y  recite  to  their  teachers  every 
Sabbath,  on  an  average,  about  one  chapter  each.  Some  c;«n  repeat  whole  boo\*of 
the  New  Testament    Thc*c  cl.ws  arc  conducted  on  the  plan  of  Bible  classes 

Among  other  happy  effects  of  these  exercises,  i>  the  developement.  in  pome  in- 
stances, of  dormant  powers  of  mind,  where  their  existence  was  least  suspected,  and 
which  might  <-*hen\i*c  have  continued  to  sleep.  I  have  in  mv  mind  a  bov  whom 
I  taught,  with  immense  labor,  the  letters  of  the  alphabet.  A  more  stupid  bring  1 
never  met  with.  I  was  often  on  the  point  of  giving  him  up,  a*  incapable  of  bein^ 
taught  to  read.  lie  did,  however,  at  length,  reach  a  fiible  class;  he  waked  upas 
from  a  doze  of  years,  seized  with  eagerness  and  effort  every-  mean*  of  induction, 
and  has  ever  since  exhibited  the  marks  of  a  u,ot  active  and  vigorous  mind.  The 
whole  man  seems  regenerated. 

In  all  my  intercourse  wiih  the  convicts,  T  have  met  with  nothing  but  re«pcr!f«l 
and  affectionate  treatment.  No  one,  in  his  right  mind,  has  over  manifested  toward 
me  the  least  disrespect  or  unkindncss.  They  always  meet  me  with  smiles,  ccne  to 
me  with  all  their  grievance.*,  ami  freely  unbo-om  to  inc  their  feelings. 

I  owe  it  to  the  officers  to  acknowledge  my  deep  obligation  to  them.  Their  j;^! 
will  towards  me,  and  their  di«po*i;iou  to  afford  me  every  f.ieilily  in  the  di«chame  of 
my  duties,  have  been  conspicuous  on  all  r^-casions.  1  have  received  many  pia'iiv- 
ing  tokens  of  their  confidence;  :».nd  nothing  h.n  occurred,  v.  iibin  my  knowWije.tt 
interrupt  mutual  cordiality  of  feeling.  * 

Yours  trulv.  B.  C.  SMITH." 


Old  Prison  at  Lamhrrltin,  JY.  J. — The  Legislature  of  New  Jcn-fJ, 

ring  the  last  winter  session,  by  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  uo 

m  the  Council,  Messrs.  Howell  and  Dodd,  and  lour  from  the  Aw-*- 

Messrs.  Ilillard,  Kirkpatrick,  Schcnck  and  Ilinchmun,  made  ihor- 

h  work  in  exposing  tho  abuses  of  llio  old  State  Prison  at  Lr.mbcrion. 

»  committee,  having  obtained  j>owcr  to  call  for  persons  and  paper-, 

imenced  its  sittings  publicly  in  the  Supreme  Court  ro?>m,  at  ihrHlate 

isc  in  Trenton,  on  the  IGili  of  Jan.     These  sittings  were  contin^ 


Old 
clurii 

bly,  Messrs.  Ilillard,  Kirkpatrick,  Schcnck  and  Ilinchmun,  made  thor- 
ough work  in  exposing  tho  abuses  of  llie  old  State  Prison  at  Lr.mbcrion. 
The  coum  '  '      •         ...  „  ^  ,    .    _. 

commence 

House , „ ,llt.      ^  ...„..,., 

with  the  utmost  patience  and  la!>or  till  the  Hh  of  Feb.,  during  which 
time  a  great  number  of  witnesses  were  examined  under  oath.  The  re- 
sults disclosed  a  state  of  things  very  similar  to  that  disclosed  iiulurr  a 
committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  State  lion**  in 
Boston,  concerning  the  State  Prison  at  Charlcstown,  in  the  winter  of 
1827-8.  A  faithful  rei>ort  of  the  disclosures  at  Trenton  was  submittal 
by  the  committee  to  the  Legislature,  and  five  hundred  copies  ordered  U1 
be  printed.     As  the  Legislature  consists  of  less  than  seventy  nictnbeTr> 
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acb  representative  district  will  be  famished  with  eight  or  ten  copies 
f  the  Report,  and  in  thi::  way  the  public  mind  will  be  prepared  to  meet 
he  expense  of  erecting  a  new  Prison,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
littee,  is  the  only  remedy  for  the  enormous  evils  existing  in  the  old 
tison.  The  committee,  therefore,  recommend,  with  entire  unanimi- 
r,  the  building  of  a  new  Prison,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  at  Auburn, 
I.  Y.f  and  Wethersficld,  Conn. 

The  committee  also  recommend  that  moneys  expended  by  the  Prison 
lisciplinc  Society,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars, 
>  furnish  religious  instruction  in  the  old  Prison,  be  refunded. 

They  further  acknowledge;  (he  assistance  received  from  the  Society, 
\  facilitating  the  researches  and  examinations  of  the  committee,  which, 
ley  say,  highly  merits  the  thanks  of  the  Legislature. 

The  substance  of  their  report  will  be  published  in  the  appendix  to 
lis.  It  covers  36  octavo  pages,  and  is  a  most  valuable  public  document 
a  the  subject  of  abuses  in  prisons.  It  shows  how  to  find  out  what  they 
re,  and  how  to  expose  and  correct  them. 

Walnut  Strcrt  Prison,  Philadelphia. — In  Philadelphia,  the  old  Pris- 
i  on  Walnut  Street  remains  as  it  was,  its  numbers  scarcely  diminish- 
d,  and  its  corruptions  such,  that  its  officers,  when  speaking  of  it  them- 
*kes,  appear  to  be  able  to  find  no  suitable  language  in  which  to  express  its 
ljurious  consequences ;  and,  what  is  still  worse,  there  seems  to  be  a  strong 
ratability  that  it  will  remain  much  as  it  is  now  for  years.  We  believe 
lat  it  is  i  money-making  place  to  a.  large  amount  annually.  The  branch- 
» of  business  in  sawing  stone  and  weaving  are  most  productive,  and  arc 
rosecuted  with  great  numbers  and  strength.  Each  man  employed  in 
tther  branch,  at  the  prices  of  contract  labor,  ought  to  support  three, 
ith  such  food  and  clothing  as  are  there  furnished.  But,  notwithstanding 
lis,  heavy  bills  have  been  made  out  annually  against  the  interior  counties 
ir  the  support  of  their  convicts:  and,  if  our  information  obtained  from 
te  office  of  the  county  commissioners  is  correct,  the  city  and  county  of 
hiladelphia  has  paid  for  the  support  of  criminals  in  the  Walnut  Street 
risen,  in  eleven  years,  ending  Dec.  31,  1829,  forty-six  thousand  one 
zndred  and  eleven  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents. 

Why  is  any  county  in  Pennsylvania  called  on  to  pay  any  thing  for  the 
ipport  of  its  convict*  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  ?  Look  at  the  stone 
spartment.  In  Feb.  1830, 143  men  were  employed  in  this  department. 
J.000,  55,000,  and  (50,000  feet  of  stone  arc  said,  by  the  superintendent 
f  this  department,  to  be  sawed  in  a  year.  50,000  feet,  he  says,  is  an 
reragc.  The  highest  price  for  sawing,  per  foot,  is  20  cents ;  the  low- 
st,  17  cents.  Suppose  the  average  price  to  be  18^- cents;  then  the 
line  of  labor  in  this  department,  in  which  143  men  are  employed, 
trald  be  89250  00,  annually.  But  the  whole  expense  of  supporting 
20  men,  including  the  salary  of  the  officers,  in  the  Connecticut  State 
rison,  in  1829,  was  85S7G  30.  The  income  from  the  labor  of  the 
raic  number  was  onlv  89105  54  ;  and  the  State  was  credited  83229 

m 

1,  a  considerable  part  of  which  has  already  been  paid  into  the  treasury. 
How  is  it,  then,  when  its  convicts  are  committed  to  the  Walnut  Street 
'rison,  and  are  put  to  the  business  of  sawing  stone,  that  any  county  in 
ennsylvania  is  called  upon  to  pay  any  thing  for  the  support  of  such 
onvicts '? 
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It  is  said  that  an  account  is  opened  with  each  convict  when  he  enf 
the  Prison.  He  is  charged  with  the  articles  delivered  to  him,  and  ci 
ited  the  labor  done;  and  the  county  pays  the  difference. 

But  at  what  prices  arc  the  articles  charged,  which  arc  delivered 
the  convicts  1  Provisions  are  charged,  \vc  believe,  at  IS  cents  per  d 
What  do  thev  cost  ?     The  ration  is 

£  lb.  of  beef,  the  contract  price  of  which  is  3£  cts l^A' 

1£  lb.  of  bread,  made  of  rye  flour,  at  S3  62£  per  barrel,  con- 
taining 1  cwt.  and  3  qrs Zfifc 

\  lb.  of  Indian  meal,  at  81  75  per  cwt -^ 

1  pint  of  potatoes,  at  30  cts.  per  bushel, -ffo 

1  gill  of  molasses,  at  30  cts.  per  gallon, -£fo 

j-  gill  of  rye,  for  coffee,  at  75  cts.  per  bushel, -^fo 

The  value  of  the  ration,  according  to  this  statement  and  estimate 
five  cents  and  eight  mills. 

This  calculation  is  founded  on  one  account,  given  at  the  Prison,  © 
cerning  the  ration. 

Another  statement  was,  that  the  provisions,  daily,  in  quantity,  were 
follows,  for  404  persons  : 

5  barrels  of  rye  flour,  at  $3  G2£ $18  1 

2  bushels,  or  about  1  cwt.  of  Indian  meal,  at  $1  75  per  cwt  .       1  "t 

7  busliels  of  potatoes,  at  30  cts.  per  bushel, 21 

12  gallons  of  molasses,  at  30  cts.  per  gallon, 3  ( 

275  lbs.  of  beef,  at  3£  cts.  per  lb 9  ( 

£  bushel  of  rye  for  coffee,  at  75  cts.  per  bushel, 3 

Cost  of  provisions,  daily,  for  464  persons, 835  £ 

The  value  of  the  ration,  according  to  this  statement  and  estimate, 
seven  cents  and  five  mills. 

Does  this  Prison  charge  18  cents  per  day  for  provisions,  and  pay  1 
seven  cents  and  five  mills  ? 

That  the  above  statement  and  estimate  concerning  the  cost  of  the  p 
visions  cannot  be  far  from  correct,  is  rendered  probable  from  the  cost 
provisions  in  other  and  similar  establishments.  The  ration  at  Char! 
town,  Mass.,  which  is  better  in  quality,  and  more  in  quantity,  snppli 
from  the  Boston  market,  costs  from  seven  to  eight  cents.  The  ration 
Sing  Sing,  supplied  from  the  New  York  market,  costs  from  seven 
eight  cents.  The  beef  in  this  ration,  as  well  as  in  that  at  Charleston 
must  be,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  of  prime  quality.  The  contfi 
for  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  runs  thus:  "Beef,  witlwut  bone,  from  t 
rattle  only  ;  the  flesh  from  the  neck  to  the  cheek,  shoulder  clots,  vri 
pieces,  laps  of  rounds,  cheeks  of  two  heads,  four  legs  and  four  shins,  g 
ing  in  the  heads  and  hones  that  the  meat  has  been  taken  from,  andt 
set  of  feet  daily,  at  three  and  a  half  cents  per  pound*1  There  is  not* 
ly  this  difference  in  quality,  but  the  quantity  at  Charlestown  and  Si 
Sing  is  one.  pound  of  beef;  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  not  far  frt 
half  a  pound.  The  ration  at  both  these  Prisons,  in  bread  stuffs,  vej 
tables,  molasses,  &c,  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  at  the  Wall 
Street  Prison ;  and  the  markets  in  Boston  and  New  York  cannot  dii 
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article,  about  the  same  in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  In  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  from  fifty  to  sercnty  looms  are  employed  ;  in  the  Balti- 
more Penitentiary,  there  have  been  generally  about  one  hundred.  About 
one  fourth  part,  of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  are  employed  in  this 
department  in  Philadelphia,  and  about  one  half  in  Baltimore. 

The  rations,  the  clothing,  and  the  salary  of  the  officers  in  the  two 
Prisons,  are  very  similar.  Now,  if  our  information,  obtained  from  the 
office  of  the  county  commissioners,  is  correct,  (and  it  is  correct,  if  we 
could  understand  the  books,  or  if  the  man  in  the  office  explained  than 
truly,)  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  paid  for  the  support  of  crimi- 
nals in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  in  1819,  £6234  46;  in  1820,  §7110 
75;  in  1821,  $4330  00;  in  1822,  63050  40 ;  in  1823,  84118  13:  in 
1824,  £4005  83:  in  1825,  66046  80  :  in  1826,  84046  80;  in  1827, 
85005  17  ;  in  1828,  850  80 ;  in  1829,  8256  22 ;  total  in  eleven  year*, 
846.111  31L; — while  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  in  1828,  besides  paying 
the  whole  expense  of  supporting  three  hundred  and  seventeen  criminals, 
amounting,  for  provision,  clothing,  fuel,  ;ind  other  incidental  expenses, 
to  818,706  52,  together  with  881  CO  80  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers, 
and  83522  36  to  the  State  on  account  of  loans  made  for  the  erection  of 
buildings,  &c,  realized  a  net  gain  of  80804  16;  and  in  six  succetsire 
years,  last  past,  in  which  Joseph  Owen  has  been  keeper,  the  earnings 
have  greatly  exceeded  the  expenses,  so  that  the  Penitentiary  had,  in  1&29, 
an  active  capital  of  876,927  06,  which  has  now  been  increased  by  the 
net  proceeds  of  another  year,  and  amounts  to  690,000  nearly.  This 
capital  has  accumulated  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  at  the  same  lime 
that  the  Prison  has  been  paying  interest  to  the  State,  on  money  loaned 
tor  the  erection  of  building?  :  and  this  has  accumulated,  too,  in  a  Pris- 
on where  the  great  business  is  wearing;  the  same  branch  of  business 
and  pursued  in  much  the  same  manner,  as  in  the  Philadelphia  Prison 
on  Walnut  Street,  where  the  counties  have  been  taxed  eo  heavily  for  the 
support  of  their  convicts. 

How  is  it  explained,  then,  when  they  send  their  convicts  to  the  Wal- 
nut Street  Prison,  and  they  arc  put  to  the  business  of  weaving,  and  an 
account  is  opened  with  each  one  for  what  he  docs  and  what  he  receives, 
lhat  the  counties  should  be  brought  in  debt  for  the  convicts  in  this  de- 
partment ? 

One  way  in  which  it  can  be  done  is  by  charging  eighteen  cents  per 
day  for  provisions,  which,  by  the  estimates  which  we  have  made,  are 
worth  less  than  eight  cents  ;  and  another  May  is  by  charging  a  convict'* 
coat  and  vest  at  81  50;  his  linen  pantaloons  at  81  50  ;  his  shirt  at  &\ 
62  ;  his  shoes  at  81  37  ; — in  one  word,  his  clothing  at  from  810  CO  to 
824  96  annually,  as  we  find  it  charged  to  one  county  for  different  con- 


bedding 

the  nc-.v  Prison  in  Wcthersfield,  Conn.,  for  the  year  ending  March  31. 
1829,  cost  but  84  12.  The  clothing  for  each  convict  in  the  Prison  at 
Lamberton,  N.  J.,  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1829,  cost  but  85  47. 
The  clothing,  bedding  and  provisions  together,  in  the  new  Prison  in 
Connecticut,  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 1829,  cosi  but  819  65— leff 
than  we  find  charged  by  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  for  clothing  clone, 
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od  less  than  one  third  of  what  wc  find  charged  for  provisions  alone ; 
le  charge  for  provisions  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  being  $66  70  per 
sv. 

But,  even  at  these  charges  for  clothing  and  provisions  in  the  Walnut 
treet  Prison,  why  do  not  the  weavers  support  themselves,  and  much 
ore?  Provisions  at  18  cents  per  day  ;  clothing  at  920  per  year,  or  6 
•nts  and  4  mills  per  day ;  pay  of  the  officers,  $10,300  00,  or  $20  25 
:r  year  for  each  prisoner,  or  5  cents  and  5  mills  per  day  ;  incidental 
;penses,  supposed  equal  to  the  incidental  expenses  in  the  Lamberton 
rison,  N.  J.,  2  cents  and  9  mills  per  day  for  each  man.  Then  the 
large  daily  of  each  convict  would  be  for  provisions,  18  cents ;  for  cloth- 
<r,  5  cents  4  mills ;  for  officers,  5  cents  5  mills ;  for  incidental  expenses, 
cents  and  9  mills  ;  i.  e.  31  cents  8  mills. 

Admitting  that  these  charges  arc  reasonable,  why  does  not  the  weav- 
g  department  defray  them  and  much  more  ?  Why  arc  the  counties 
volved  in  debt  for  the  support  of  their  convicts  in  this  department? 
The  state  of  the  department  in  Feb.  last  was  nearly  as  follows  :  Whole 
icnber  of  hands  employed,  90,  including  dyers;  weaving,  51 ;  bobbin 
inders,  1G ;  warpers,  2  :  spoolers  on  the  Walnut  Street  side,  8,  Prune 
treet  side,  7 ;  machine-shop,  making  and  repairing  looms,  &c.  2;  total, 
eluding  dyers,  90.  Task  in  winter,  12j>  yards  ;  in  summer,  15  yards, 
o  allowance  of  time  for  putting  in  the  piece.  The  task  must  be  done. 
II  the  weaving  on  the  Walnut  Street  side  is  done  for  the  county.  That 
me  for  contractors  is  done  at  (5  cents  per  yard,  including  dyeing,  warp- 
er, &c.  The  goods,  when  made,  arc  sold  at  10  cents  per  yard,  by  the 
lantity.  They  have  never  been  as  low  before.  The  price  last  year 
as  10£  and  11  cents.  The  kind  of  yam  used  for  making  this  cloth  is 
numbers  from  15  to  2(5;  principally  of  numbers  from  17  to  19.  Av- 
agc  price  of  the  yarn,  18  cents  per  pound.  One  pound  of  No.  17  will 
ike  54-  yards  of  cloth.  This  information  was  obtained  with  much 
re  from  two  gentlemen  who  have  been  at  different  periods  connected 
ith  the  weaving  department,  and  whose  testimony,  taken  separately, 
id  afterwards  compared,  agrees  in  nearly  every  particular. 
Now,  suppose  tilty-one  looms  were  employed  812  days,  and  produced 
i  average  of  13|  yards  per  day  :  then  the  quantity  of  cloth  made  would 
:  21w,3()0  yards  annually,  which,  at  (>  cents  on  a  yard,  which  is  about 
c  profit  on  a  yard  of  this  same  kind  of  cloth  in  the  Baltimore  Peniten- 
try,  would  give  the  proceeds  of  the  weaving  department  $13,096  38. 
he  number  of  men  employed  in  this  department  is  90.  The  expense 
their  support,  at  the  charges  for  provisions  and  clothing  as  made  in 
c  Walnut  Street  Prison,  we  have  admitted,  for  argument's  sake,  to  be 
Icents  and  8  mills  per  day.  This,  however,  is  18  cents  and  4  mills 
Drc  per  day  than  it  costs  to  support  men  in  the  new  Prison  in  Con- 
icticut ;  but  admit  it,  and  then  the  whole  expense  of  this  department 
wld  be  only  $10,546  30.  Why,  then,  are  the  counties  charged  any 
ing  for  the  support  of  their  convicts  in  this  department  t  If  it  be  sup- 
eed  that  it  costs  no  more  to  support  these  men  than  it  costs  to  support 
ose  in  the  new  Prisoik*  in  Connecticut,  (and  wc  see  no  reason  why  it 
ould,  necessarily,)  then  the  expense  of  this  department  would  be  only 
1,401  90 ;  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  counties,  from  the  labor  of 
is  department,  on  the  above  supposition,  of  $2,552  08,  even  at  the 
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prices  charged  for  provisions  and  clothing  at  the  Walnut  Street  Prison 
and  of  $8,69(3  48,  at  the  cost  of  supporting  convicts  in  Connecticut. 

But  will  it  be  said  that  13$  yards  of  cloth  is  more  than  a  day's  work 
It  may  be  said  in  answer,  in  addition  to  the  direct  statement  ahead 
made,  that  an  ordinary  day's  work  iu  weaving  the  same  kind  of  cloth  ii 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  is  20  yards  ;  and  there  have  been  men  in  the  Baltimor 
Penitentiary  who  wove  45  yards ;  and  the  daily  task  in  the  Baltimor 
Penitentiary  is  more  than  that  mentioned  above. 

If  it  be  admitted  that  the  task  is  reasonable,  will  it  be  said  that  tin 
profit  on  a  yard  is  not  0  cents  ?  It  may  be  said  in  answer,  that  on* 
pound  of  yarn,  which  coFts  18  cents,  makes  5£  yards  of  cloth.  Tb 
least  price  for  this  cloth  is  10  cents  per  yard,  which  gives  55  cents'  word 
of  cloth  from  18  cents'  worth  of  material ;  leaving  37  cents  advance  oi 
the  manufactured  article.  Now,  0  cents  per  yard  on  5j-  yards  is  $ 
cents,  which  leaves  4  cents  on  a  pound  for  drying,  sizing,  &c.  Besides 
there  is  another  answer  to  this  objection.  If  the  profit  is  not  6  cents  or 
a  yard,  how  can  the  contractors,  who  must  also  have  a  profit,  afford  tc 
pay  6  cents  per  yard  ? 

But  will  it  be  said,  again,  that  4  cents  on  a  pound  of  yarn  for  dyeing 
sizing,  and  other  incidental  expenses  in  the  weaving  department,  is  no) 
a  sufficient  allowance  ?  It  may  be  answered  that,  though  the  nomina 
prices  of  dyeing  are  for  deep  blue  17  cents  per  pound,  for  red  10  cents 
and  for  light  blue,  orange,  yellow,  purple,  &c,  8  cents,  still  there  is  s 
profit  on  dyeing,  at  these  prices,  to  the  institution ;  on  the  deep  blue  i 
cents,  on  the  red  8  cents,  and  on  the  other  colors  in  the  same  proper 
tion  nearly  as  on  the  red,  which  reduces  the  cost  of  dyeing  deep  bluett 
1 1  cents,  of  red  to  2  cents,  and  of  the  other  colors  to  2  cents,  or  per 
haps  less.  Besides,  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  very  small  proportion 
of  the  yarn  used  in  these  cloths  is  deep  blue;  much  of  the  chain  not  be 
ing  colored  at  all ;  and  much  of  the  filling  being  of  other  colors  thai 
deep  blue.  And,  moreover,  the  labor  of  the  men  employed  in  this  dye 
shop  are  4  out  of  90  belonging  to  the  weaving  department ;  and  in  tin 
al>ove  estimate  of  the  earnings  of  the  department,  their  labor  is  not  m 
eluded ;  so  that  the  value  of  their  labor  must  be  deducted  from  the  prices 
fixed  upon  these  different  colors.  Hence  it  appears  reasonable  to  sup 
pose  that  the  expense  of  dyeing  is  much  less  than  four  cents  on  evcrj 
pound  of  yarn  manufactured  in  the  department.  The  expense  of  sizing 
is  a  mere  trifle,  as  the  labor  is  done  by  some  of  the  90  men  in  the  de 
partment,  not  included  in  the  51  upon  the  looms ;  and  the  flour  used  ii 
sizing  is  alxmt  36  pounds  for  300  pounds  of  chain.  It  is,  therefore 
only  a  small  fraction  of  a  cent  that  the  sizing  costs  :  so  that  the  allow- 
ance for  dyeing,  sizing,  &c,  of  4  cents  on  every  pound  of  yarn  nianufkc 
tured  in  the  department,  is  probably  much  more  than  a  sufficient  allow 
ance. 

We  see,  therefore,  no  evidence  that  the  profit  on  this  cloth  is  not  ( 
cents  per  yard.  We  see  no  reason  why  the  profit  should  not  be  as  mucl 
in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  as  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  ;  and  w 
must  be  furnished  with  other  reasons  than  we  have  heard,  or  can  imag 
ine,  why  the  counties  in  Pennsylvania,  which  have  convicts  employed  ii 
this  department,  would  not  have  money  coming  to  them  from  the  Pria 
on,  instead  of  being  brought  in  debt  to  it,  if  justice  were  done.     We  be 
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risoner  can  be  supported  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  as 
now  supported,  in  every  particular,  including  food,  cloth- 
pay  of  officers,  and  incidental  expenses,  for  13  cents  and 
day,  as  in  Connecticut,  at  Wcthersficld.  But  if  the  weav- 
nt  in  this  Prison  earns,  with  the  labor  of  90  men,  $13,096 
each  man  in  it  earns  39  cents  and  8  mills  per  day, 
hi  in  the  fraction  of  a  cent,  on  this  supposition,  enough  to 
.  We  do  not  say  that  the  men  are  supported  at  so  cheap  a 
Walnut  Street  Prison  ;  but  we  believe  that  they  might  be  ; 
ght  to  be ;  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  we  have 
s  supported  in  a  much  better  manner  at  this  rate ;  with  bet- 
er  clothes,  better  bedding,  and  under  the  care  of  a  greater 
ficers  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  prisoners ;  and  much 
ven  to  instruction  of  a  moral  and  religious  kind.  All  these 
ave  seen  in  the  best  Prison,  on  the  whole,  which  we  ever 
pense  of  13  cents  and  4  mills  per  day  for  each  prisoner, 
is  fact,  and  dwell  upon  it,  because  it  ought  to  be  used  (and 
lo  all  in  our  power  to  have  it  thus  used)  as  a  kind  of  regu- 
d  to  these  burdensome  expenses  for  the  support  of  convicts 
3  to  labor  hard  all  the  time,  at  most  profitable  and  excellent 
msiness,  and  yet  are  reported  not  to  earn  enough  to  sup- 
•es. 

n,  the  question  recurs,  How  is  it  explained  that  any  of  the 
Pennsylvania  are  called  upon  to  pay  any  thing  for  the  sup- 
convicts  in  the  weaving  department  of  the  Walnut  Street 
hy  do  they  not  support  themselves,  and  much  more  ? 
all,  will  it  be  said  that  much  time  is  lost  in  the  hospital,  and 
cells,  on  punishment  for  misdemeanor,  and  much  in  learn- 
Is ;  so  that  the  value  of  labor  done  in  the  weaving  depart- 
)  much  by  one  fifth  as  here  stated  1  Let  all  this  be  admitted, 
ave  left,  as  the  average  earnings  of  each  6f  the  90  prisoners 
Lhe  weaving  department,  31  cents  and  9  mills  per  day,  which 
it  costs  to  support  them,  at  the  prices  charged  for  provisions 
in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  and  supposing  the  incidental 
>c  the  same  as  in  New  Jersey;  the  whole  average  expense 
>ner,  on  this  supposition,  being  31  cents  and  8  mills.  But 
be  remembered,  that  the  provisions  are  charged  at  18  cents 
•ad  of  7,  and  the  clothing,  in  some  cases  at  least,  from  $19 
>ar,  instead  of  #4  and  $5,  the  common  expense  of  clothing 
r  Prisons. 

lole,  therefore,  we  are  left  without  the  shadow  of  a  doubt, 
icts  in  the  weaving  department  of  the  Walnut  Street  Pris- 
more  than  work  enough  to  defray  all  necessary  expenses  in 
mt,  and  that  the  counties  which  have  convicts  in  this  de- 
;ht  to  be  receiving  considerable  sums,  annually,  from  the 
heir  lalx>r,  instead  of  paying  the  same  for  their  support. 
i :  I/X)k  at  the  shoe  department.  In  Feb.  last,  according  to 
t  of  the  superintendent,  20  shoemakers  were  employed  in 
ent ;  11  on  contract,  and  work  enough  from  customers  to 
einainder.  Custom  work  was  more  profitable  than  that  for 
>rs.     No  time  was  lost  in  learning  the  trade  ;  because  very 
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seldom,  if  ever,  any  except  those  who  were  shoemakers  when  commi 
ted  arc  put  in  this  department.  The  average  earnings  of  this  shop  wei 
fully  34  cents  per  day  for  each  man.  Three  of  the  above  shoemakci 
were  employed  as  cobblers  for  the  yard.  In  regard  to  the  tliree  la* 
mentioned,  it  may  be  remarked  that  they  must  be  as  profitable  or  mar 
so  than  any  others  ;  because  shoes  supplied  to  the  convicts,  and  charge* 
to  the  counties,  arc  charged  at  $1  37£  cents  a  pair,  and  the  repairing  c 
shoes  frequently  at  75  cents  a  pair  ;  which  are  very  high  prices  for  dies 
shoes  and  repairs. 

Whether  this  is  a  good  branch  of  business  or  not,  and  whether  th 
men  employed  in  it  are  able  to  support  themselves,  may  be  inferred  b 
a  comparison  of  the  above  statement  with  the  following  fact.  In  th 
shoe  fthop  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  in  which  about  forty  mei 
were  employed,  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1829,  the  contract  pric 
for  tlie  men  having  never  l>een  more  than  34  cents  per  day,  the  net  pre 
ceeds  of  this  department  were  81,504  25. 

Whether,  in  the  shoe  shop  of  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  the  prisoner 
are  able  to  defray  every  expense,  as  provisions  and  clothing  are  charge 
in  this  Prison,  may  be  inferred,  by  comparing  34  cents,  the  least  earn 
ings  of  these  men  per  day,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  supcrio 
tendent,  with  31  cents  and  8  mills,  the  highest  average  charge  for  thei 
support,  according  to  any  facts  which  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  o 
any  reasonable  supposition  which  we  have  been  able  to  make.  Wheth 
er  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  Prison  can  charge  for  the  suppor 
of  the  prisoners  more  than  31  cents  and  8  mills  per  day,  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  facts  :  31  cents  and  8  mills  per  day  amounts  to  $114 
05  per  year  :  now,,  among  all  the  other  Prisons  of  which  we  have  an; 
knowledge,  there  is  no  one,  according  to  any  documents  which  we  hav< 
been  able  to  obtain,  and  from  which  we  have  made  the  calculation,  s 
far  as  we  recollect,  where  the  whole  expense  exceeds  $ 90  annually  fo 
the  support  of  each  convict ;  and  there  is  one  or  more  where  it  does  no 
amount  to  $50.  It  is  reasonable,  therefore,  to  infer,  that  the  Walnu 
Street  Prison  docs  not  charge  for  each  prisoner  more  than  31  cents  ant 
8  mills  per  day,  or  $116  05  per  year  ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  slioe  de 
partment  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  is  very  profitable. 

The  earnings  of  the  stone,  weaving,  and  shoe  departments,  according 
to  the  above  statement,  would  be  as  follows : — 

143  men  in  the  stone  department, $9,250  01 

90  men  in  the  weaving  department, 13,098  3* 

20  men  in  the  shoe  department, 2,121  Gi 

253  men  in  these  three  departments, $24,469  9E 

The  whole  expense  of  supporting  253  men,  as  men  are  sup- 
ported in  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  at  13  cents  and 
4  mills  per  day,  would  be $12,374  2:j 

Leaving  a  gain  to  the  institution,  from  these  three  depart- 
ments, on  this  supposition,  of $12,095  ?£ 
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We  know  that  there  are  many  other  men  in  the  Prison  profita- 
bly employed  ;  such  as  3  smiths,  1  carpet  weaver,  14  weav- 
ers in  the  manufacture  of  cloth  for  the  prisoners,  and  5  or 
6 other 8  in  the  same  shop;  together  with  all  the  persons 
employed  in  making  up  the  prisoners' clothes.  All  these,  we 
think,  are  as  profitably  employed,  at  the  prices  charged 
for  work  done  by  them,  as  any  persons  in  the  Prison.  We 
wfll  suppose  the  number  to  be  40,  and  that  they  earn  as 
much  as  the  shoemakers,  (i.  e.  34  cents  per  day,)  which 
would  give  .  . $4,243  20 

We  hare  now  considered  particularly  the  manner  in  which 
293  men  arc  employed.  The  whole  number  in  the  Pris- 
on, in  Feb.  last,  was  464.  There  remain,  therefore,  171 
to  be  accounted  for.  Of  this  number,  there  were  unem- 
ployed, or  employed  at  unproductive  business,  cooks  7, 
bakers  4,  runners  5,  nursing  in  the  hospital  rooms  4,  pa- 
tients in  said  rooms  13,  in  the  cells  18;  writing,  painting, 
and  waiting  on  the  cells,  3 ;  total  unemployed,  or  employ- 
ed at  unproductive  business,  54 ;  leaving  117  unaccount- 
ed for,  or  as  not  included  in  cither  of  the  departments 
above  specified,  or  among  the  unproductive  hands.  We 
trill  suppose  that  these,  not  being  left  in  idleness,  earn  each 
10  cents  per  day,  (which  is  2  cents  per  day  less  than  the 
children  earn  in  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York,  on 
contract, ) 
117  prisoners,  male  and  female,  at  10  cents  per  day,        93,650  40 

Making  the  total  earnings,  on  the  above  supposition,  of  the 
▼hole  number  of  convicts, $32,363  58 

This  we  verily  believe  a  less  sum  of  money  than  is  annually  earned 
bj  the  labor  of  the  convicts  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison.  One  reason 
why  we  say  this  is,  because  many  convicts  can  do  more  work  than  we 
have  supposed :  as,  in  the  stone  department,  the  superintendent  stated  that 
men  would  sometimes  saw  30  feet  per  week  instead  of  12  feet,  which  is 
the  task  in  the  long  days  of  summer.  This,  he  said,  however,  was  not 
common.  Several  men  would  saw  20  feet  per  week,  which  is  almost 
double  the  ordinary  task ;  and  one  man  sawed  62  feet  in  1 1  days.  Now, 
instead  of  supposing  that  any  such  amount  of  labor  is  done  by  in- 
dividuals, we  have  supposed  that  even  less  than  the  least  task  is  done. 
There  were  120  men  employed  on  the  saws  in  February.  This  number,  at 
10  feet  per  week,  would  saw  60,400  feet  annually,  instead  of  50,000 
fret,  which  we  have  admitted  to  be  the  average ;  though  the  superin- 
tendent stated  that, 

From  January  to  April,    about  10,000  were  sawed. 

From  April  to  July,  "  18,000      " 

From  July  to  October,         "  15,000      "        " 

From  October  to  January,    "  12,000      "        " 


Total  in  the  year,  "       55,000 


it  it 


In  other  cases,  as  in  this,  therefore,  we  have  taken  the  lowest  suppo- 
sition or  statement  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  labor  performed. 
C2 


Besides,  we  have  said  nothing  of  the  great  amount  of  labor  whi 
in  the  power  of  the  convicts  to  do  in  the  form  of  overstint  It  was 
at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  at  one  time,  that  the  convicts  were  earn 
themselves,  in  this  way,  about  96,000  annually ;  and  it  was  foun 
by  the  testimony  of  the  officers,  before  a  committee  of  the  Legit 
that  much  of  the  money  thus  earned  was  transferred  from  con 
convicts,  and  from  convicts  to  officers,  on  written  and  verbal  orde 
the  convicts.  Now,  we  do  not  say  that  such  an  amount  of  mc 
earned  by  the  convicts  in  the  form  of  overstint  in  the  Walnut 
Prison,  nor  that,  when  earned  it  is  ever  transferred  for  the  benefit 
officers.  Bat  what  has  been  may  be ;  and,  the  system  in  the  tw 
ons  being  the  same,  in  regard  to  allowing  overstint,  similar  amour 
have  been  earned,  and  similar  transfers  made.  We  make  the  i 
tion,  that  it  may  lead  to  thorough  investigation.  It  is  certain  tha 
are"  a  large  number  of  convicts  in  the  three  departments,  (sawing 
weaving,  and  making  shoes,)  who  can  do  the  task  of  2  days  in  1 
can,  if  they  choose,  earn  as  much  for  themselves  as  they  earn 
county  or  state ;  and  who  are  said  to  have  the  privilege  of  doin, 
they  can  in  this  way.  We  should  not  be  surprised  to  learn,  that  J 
annually  has  been  made  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  in  the  i 
overstint ;  and  that  this  has  been  transferred,  in  part,  very  loot 
persons  and  for  purposes  which  may  make  it  very  desirable  to 
that  the  Prison  should  remain  as  it  is,  and  where  it  is,  for  years. 

But,  to  say  no  more  of  what  may  be  made  in  the  form  of  on 
we  think  it  has  already  been  rendered  in  a  high  degree  probabl 
the  amount  of  earnings  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  does  not  fid 
of  $92,363  58,  without  including  overstint. 

Now,  the  expense  of  supporting  464  convicts,  as  they  have  bee 
ported  in  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  at  13  cents  and  4  mi 
day  each,  would  be  $22,604  24.  We  believe  that  they  can  be  si 
ed  on  Walnut  Street  better  than  they  now  are,  with  better  food, 
clothes,  and  with  as  many  officers  at  the  same  salary,  for  this  sum 

The  expense  of  supporting  464  convicts,  as  they  were  supportc 
year  at  Lamlierton,  N.  J.,  at  18  cents  and  9  mills  per  day  each, 
be  $31,670  32. 

The  expense  of  supporting  464  convicts  would  be,  on  the  foil 
supposition,  as  follows : 

Salary  of  the  officers,  as  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison : 
Principal  keeper,  $900 ;  clerk,  $1,000,    .  .  .  1,90000 

8  deputy  keepers,  at  $750  each 6,000  00 

3  turnkeys,  at  $700,        " 2,10000 

Physician, 30000 

Total  salary  of  officers, 10,80 

Provisions,  as  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison, 
375  lbs.  of  beef  per  day,  for  365  davs,  is 
100,375  lbs.  at  3£  cents  per  lb.,    .  '  .  .  .  3,513  12£ 

Rye  flour,  5  barrels  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 
1825  barrels  per  year,  at  $3  62£  per  barrel,   6,61 5  62£ 

Amoonts  carried  over,  ....  $10,12875       $10,30 


• 


Amounts  brought  over, $10,128,75    910,300  00 

teal,  365  cwt.,  at  $1,75  per  cwt., .  .         638,75 

7  bushels  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 
Huhels,  at  30  cents  per  bushel,  .  .  .        766,50 
,  12  gallons  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 
gallons,  at  30  cents  per  gallon, ....      1,314,00 
soffee,  £  bushel  per  day,  for  365  days, 
bushels,  at  75  cents  per  bushel, .  .  .         146,50 

said  provisions,  quantity  and  price  as 

at  the  Prison, 12,004,50 

department,  do 500,00 

,  as  in  the  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J.,  for  464  pris- 

at  85,47  annually  for  each, 2,538,08 

il  expenses,  as  in  the  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J., 

1  prisoners,  at  §10,59£  annually  for  each, 4,011,44 

pense  of  supporting  464  prisoners,  in  the  Walnut 
Prison,  supposing  the  pay  of  the  officers,  provi- 
ind  hospital  department,  as  in  said  Prison,  and  the 
ig,  and  incidental  expenses,  as  in  the  Prison  at 
trton,  N.  J., $31,244,02 

irees  of  income  has  the  Prison  to  meet  these  ex- 
? 

of  253  prisoners,  in  the  stone,  weaving  and 
epartments,  according  to  the  foregoing  statements 

timates, 24,469,08 

of  40  weavers,  tailors,  smiths,  &c,  not  included 
but  supposed  to  be  as  profitably  employed  as  the 

ikers,  at  34  cents  per  day, 4,243,20 

of  100  other  prisoners,  not  included  above,  and 
the  hospital,  cells,  or  kitchen,  supposed  not  to  be 
ut  to  earn  2  cents  less  per  day  than  children  and 
in  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York,  i.  e.,  10 

>er  day, 3,650,40 

s  for  73  prisoners  from  the  interior  counties,  sup- 
to  be  charged  to  all  the  counties  as  we  find  them 
d  to  one  county,  i.  e,at  18  cents  per  day,  or  $65,70 

ar, 4,796,10 

for  73  prisoners  from  the  interior  counties,  sup- 
to  be  charged  to  all  the  counties  as  we  find  it 
d  to  one  county,  i.  e.,  at  an  average  of  $22,28£ 

ly  for  each .       1,626,80 

annual  expense  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
i  for  the  support  of  criminals  m  the  Walnut  Street 
for  eleven  years, 5,101,03 

some,  on  the  above  supposition, $43,887,51 

>f  income  above  expenses,  proceeds  of  orerstint  not 

ed, $12,643,40 

31 
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Who  gets  the  balance  ? 
Does  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  ? 
Does  any  one  or  all  of  the  interior  counties  ? 

Thus  we  have  exhibited  the  evidence,  in  part,  which  leads  us  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  is  a  money-making  place  to  aJarge 
amount  annually.  And  our  fear  has  been  that  the  money  thus  made  is 
acting  as  a  bonus  to  preserve  it  as  it  is,  and  where  it  is,  for  years  yet  to 
come.  And  if  all  the  sins  of  Sodom  were  concentrated  within  it,  (as 
we  have  melancholy  evidence  that  many  of  them  are,)  we  fear  it  would 
not  be  broken  up,  till  it  is  seen  how  much  money  is  made  within  its 
walls,  and  what  is  done  with  this  money.  We  are  not  speaking  at  ran- 
dom on  this  subject.  Facts  are  stubborn  things,  and  we  have  enough 
to  leave  no  more  doubt  in  our  minds  concerning  the  character  of  that 
Prison,  than  if  the  public  investigation  had  already  taken  place,  as  in 
Massachusetts  and  New  Jersey.  We  have  written  as  above,  hoping 
that  it  may  lead  to  such  an  investigation. 

The  Prison  on  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia. — The  Prison  on  Arch 
Street  is  another  New  York  Bridewell.     We  wish  we  had  the  same 
evidence  that  it  is  coming  down  speedily.     It  differs  in  one  respect, 
however,  from  the  New  York  Bridewell.     In  New  York,  debtors  are 
not  confined  in  Bridewell.     In  Philadelphia,  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
teen debtors  were  confined  in  the  common  Prison  of  debtors  and  crim- 
inals, during  eight  months,  ending  February  25,  1830.     Of  these,  thirty 
were  for  less  than  one  dollar  each  ;  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  for 
less  than  five  dollars  each ;  and  five  hundred  and  seventy-seven  for  less 
than  $20  each.     A  gentleman  from  Boston  discharged  a  decent  young 
man  from  close  confinement,  in  this  Jail  in  Philadelphia,  in  February, 
1830,  by  paying  costs,  $1,50,  and  the  original  debt,  25  cents.    He  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  remained  in  Jail  30  days.     This  man's  account 
of  himself  was,  that  he  was  imprisoned  for  revenge,  by  a  man  against 
whom  he  had  testified  in  court,  for  base  conduct  with  a  female.    Wheth- 
er it  be  true  or  false,  that  this  was  the  cause  of  his  imprisonment,  it 
shows  to  what  enormous  abuse  the  power  of  imprisonment  for  small 
debts  is  liable.     It  is  possible  for  malice,  avarice,  revenge,  and  lust,  to 
arrest  the  poor  and  friendless  debtor  in  Pennsylvania,  and  commit  him  to 
Prison,  and  keep  him  there  thirty  days  in  close  confinement,  for  twenty- 
five  cents.     Let  any  man,  not  inured  to  such  things,  place  himself  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Prison,  on  Arch  Street,  where  about  twelve  hundred  debtors 
annually  are  thrust  into  this  common  Prison  of  vice  and  crime,  poverty 
and  misfortune,  and  he  will  exclaim,  Is  this  justice  ?     Is  it  possible  that 
such  things  take  place  under  the  sanction  of  law?     We  sincerely  hope 
that  our  friends  connected  with  the  society  for  alleviating  the  miseries 
of  public  Prisons,  which  has  existed  in  Philadelphia  more  than  forty 
years,  will    renew  their  strength  in  regard  to  the  Prison  on  Arch 
Street.  • 

An  esteemed  friend,  under  date  3d  month,  30th  day,  of  the  present 
year,  writes  from  Philadelphia,  concerning  the  two  Prisons  last  men- 
tioned :  "  While  on  a  grand  jury,  recently,  we  visited  the  Arch  Street 
and  Walnut  Street  Prisons,  and  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  abate  or 
remove  those  abominable  nuisances  of  crime.  And  I  am  in  hopes  some- 
thing may  be  done  next  winter,  especially  if  your  excellent  Society  will 
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lay  before  oar  citizens  a  powerful  and  true  expose  of  those  Prisons,  in 
a  separate  pamphlet,  printed  on  large  type." 

We  make  a  single  extract  from  the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury, 
dated  Philadelphia,  January  5,  1630,  and  signed  by  Robert  M.  Lewis, 
foreman,  and  Stephen  P.  Morris,  secretary  ;  first  published  in  the  Na- 
tional Gazette : — 

"  This  inquest  presents  the  arrangements  and  police  of  the  Arch  Street 
Prison,  as  evils  requiring  prompt  attention  and  alteration.  Vagrants  and 
untried  prisoners,  of  all  colors  and  degrees  of  crime,  are  there  assembled 
in  one  common  room,  and  form  one  common  association.  The  reputed 
pirate  and  murderer  was  found  seated  beside  a  youth  confined  for  a 
drunken  brawl — the  robber  and  the  passer  of  counterfeit  money  associ- 
ated with  those  that  had  been  committed  merely  as  vagrants,  or  for  as- 
saults— and  all  congregated  together,  and  forming  a  mass  of  vice,  whose 
contaminating  influence  must  be  felt  by  every  one  who  unhappily  is 
mingled  in  it ;  and  he  who  goes  there  a  novice,  if  he  can  be  taught  by 
precept  and  example,  may  come  forth  an  adept  in  villany.  In  the  part 
of  this  Prison  appropriated  to  debtors,  its  unfortunate  inmates,  white  and 
Wick,  were  found  in  one  hall  together,  with  privations  so  great  as  to 
form  a  severe  punishment  for  their  misfortunes  and  poverty." 

Eastern  Penitentiary. — The  new  Prison  on  Francis  Street,  called 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  has  been  occupied  during  the  last  year.  In 
|  February,  15  convicts,  generally  of  the  younger  class,  were  confined  in 
it  They  were  furnished  with  labor,  and  allowed  instruction.  The 
friends  of  the  system,  from  the  experiment  thus  far,  believe,  that  a 
building  can  be  so  constructed,  as  to  admit  of  solitary  labor,  with  con- 
Tenience,  economy,  and  the  most  favorable  moral  results.  Such  a  build- 
ing may,  perhaps,  be  erected  during  the  coming  year,  within  the  walls 
of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  sufficiently  large  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania.  If  this  should  be  done,  the  Prison 
on  Walnut  Street  might,  perhaps,  be  broken  up  in  a  shorter  time  than 
we  have  apprehended.  If  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  had  not  been  ar- 
rested by  the  Legislature,  but  had  been  completed  on  the  original  plan, 
containing  accommodations  for  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  convicts,  we 
see  not  how  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  could  have  been  broken  up  for  a 
long  course  of  years ;  for  it  has  contained  twice  two  hundred  and  fifty 
convicts,  and  contains  nearly  twice  that  number  now,  after  the  Eastern 
and  Western  Penitentiaries  have  gone  partially  into  operation.  But  if 
a  building  should  be  erected  within  the  walls  of  the  Eastern  Penitentia- 
ry, containing  five  hundred  cells,  sufficiently  large  to  admit  of  solitary 
labour,  which  may  be  done  in  one  season,  for  $70,000,  then  the  Wal- 
nut Street  Prison  can  be  broken  up  at  once ;  as  was  done  in  Connecti- 
cut, when  the  convicts  were  all  removed  from  Newgate  to  Wethersfield. 
This  being  done,  the  interior  counties  have  strong  assurance  from  the 
superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  that  their  convicts  will  no 
longer  be  an  expense  to  the  counties  from  which  they  are  sent,  but 
will  support  themselves. 

It  is  objected  to  this,  that  the  convicts  on  Walnut  Street  would  never 
go ;  that  some  of  them  have  hundreds  of  dollars,  and  some  one  or  more 
can,  probably,  command  a  thousand,  and  they  would  expend  it  all 
in  employing  council  to  prevent  such  a  measure.     Such  an  amount  of 
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money,  do  doubt,  would  enlist  powerful  advocates,  and  wise  opinions 
against  the  removal,  and  strongly  tend  to  entail  on  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  State  at  large,  that  dreadful  nuisance  on  Walnut  Street.  If  the 
language  which  we  use,  when  speaking  of  that  Prison,  appears  too  strong, 
we  can  only  say,  it  proceeds  from  the  effect  which  has  been  produced 
on  our  minds  by  the  accumulating  evidence  of  six  years,  in  regard  to  the 
unutterable  abominations  within  its  walls.  We  might  sit  down  in  de- 
spair, and  say  nothing  on  the  subject,  if  we  had  not  seen  so  many  rough 
places  made  smooth,  and  crooked  ways  straight,  in  Prison  discipline, 
by  the  favor  of  God,  during  the  last  six  years.  We  therefore  indulge 
the  hope,  that  a  building  will  be  erected  within  the  walls  of  the  Fran- 
cis Street  Prison,  so  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  city  and  State ;  which 
may  be  done  at  a  less  expense  than  the  additional  one  hundred  and 
fifty  cells  could  have  been  completed  on  the  original  plan  of  the  East- 
ern Penitentiary ;  and  then  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  may,  perhaps, 
be  broken  up ;  otherwise  it  may  be  entailed  for  years.  If  such  should 
be  the  result  of  that  act  of  the  Legislature  which  arrested  the  farther 
prosecution  of  the  original  plan  of  building,  that  act  would  be  an 
incalculable  benefit  to  the  State.  This  may  be  done,  and  still  retain 
that  feature  of  the  Pennsylvania  system,  which  by  some  is  deemed 
most  important  in  Pennsylvania,  viz.  Solitary  Labor. 

New  Prison  at  Pittsburg.  The  new  Prison  at  Pittsburg,was  occupied 
the  last  year  by  59  convicts.  This  building,  which  was  erected  at  an  im- 
mense expense,  and  for  the  purpose  of  solitary  confinement  without  labor, 
does  not  answer  well  for  what  it  was  designed,  or  for  what  it  is  used. 
The  inspectors  say,  "  It  was  unfortunate  that  the  building  urns  first 
put  up,  and  the  system  of  punishment  afterwards  prescribed.  There  is, 
perhaps,  no  trade  or  occupation  at  which  a  convict  could  work  in  emu  of 
the  cells.  Independent  of  the  want  of  room,  in  a  kind  of  vault  about 
7  feet  by  9  in  the  clear,  there  is  not  sufficient  light,  the  only  supply 
being  what  can  reach  the  culprit  after  passing  through  the  narrow 
gratings  of  a  heavy  iron  door,  hung  on  stone  jambs  3  feet  thick,  af- 
ter passing  through  an  out  door,  and  across  a  vestibule  6  feet  deep. 
Constant  confinement  in  these  cells  is  found  incompatible  with  the  health 
of  the  convicts,  and  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  permit  two  or  three 
to  be  out  alternately,  which  gives  an  opportunity  of  intercourse  to  about 
twenty,  that  greatly  diminishes  the  benefit  of  solitary  confinement. 
The  inconvenience  and  difficulties  arising  out  of  the  construction  of 
this  building  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  circumstance,  that,  by  the  3d  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  March,  1818,  the  commissioners  were  directed  to  con- 
struct the  Penitentiary  upon  the  plan  exhibited  to  the  Legislature  by  the 
inspectors  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia." 

The  above  is  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Western  Penitentiary,  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
during  the  last  session. 

We  know  not  what  will  be  done  with  this  building,  or  what  system 
will  be  pursued  in  it. 

New  Abns-Housc  in  Philadelphia. — The  principle  of  solitude  at 
night  is  extending  itself  for  the  benefit  of  the  pauper  population  in 
Philadelphia.  A  letter  from  an  esteemed  friend,  dated  3d  month,  30th 
day, says : — 
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"  I  have  pleasure  in  informing  you,  that  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of 
this  city  and  county,  and  the  commissioners  for  erecting  our  new  and 
very  extensive  Aims-House,"  (for  the  accommodation  of  about  2,000 
souls,)  "  have  determined  to  build  separate  dormitories  for  each  pauper, 
by  which  there  will  be  a  considerable  saving  in  the  cost  of  the  buildings, 
and  a  much  purer  air ;  and,  what  is  of  greater  importance,  decency,  mod- 
esty, and  piety,  will  have  some  opportunity  of  residing  on  the  premises ; 
but  which,  on  the  old  plan  of  building  Alms-Houses,  are  carefully  and 
effectually  shut  out." 

Baltimore  Penitentiary. — The  new  building  within  the  yard  of  the 
Baltimore  Penitentiary,  for  the  solitary  confinement  at  night  of  nearly 
400  convicts,  has  been  finished  and  occupied  during  the  last  year.  The 
directors  have  twice  publicly  acknowledged  themselves  and  the  State 
indebted  to  this  Society  for  the  plan  of  building,  and  the  document  in 
which  the  usefulness  of  the  Society  is  thus  acknowledged  has  been 
printed  by  authority  of  the  Legislature.  As  a  proof  that  it  is  not  an  un- 
meaning expression  of  their  obligations,  the  directors  of  the  Baltiir.'jrc 
Penitentiary  recently  authorized  the  clerk  to  purchase  one  hundrcl  vol- 
umes of  the  stereotype  edition  of  the  Society's  series  of  Reports. 

New  Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia. — The  principal 
building  in  this  establishment  is  now  so  far  finished,  that  it  may  be  oc- 
cupied ;  but  when  we  last  heard,  no  convicts  had  been  committed  to  it. 

Mr.  Powers,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
has  reported  a  bill  in  Congress  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  in  the 
District,  which  is  mild  and  humane  in  its  general  provisions,  substituting, 
in  many  cases,  confinement  in  the  Penitentiary  for  crimes  formerly  pun- 
ished with  death. 

The  keeper  of  the  new  Penitentiary  has  been  appointed,  and  the  in- 
spectors also,  who  have  provided,  in  their  rules  and  regulations,  among 
others  more  common,  the  following,  which  are  more  novel,  but  not  less 
important. 

1.  "There  shall  be  morning  and  evening  service  performed,  daily, 
by  the  Chaplain. 

2.  "  There  shall  be  a  Sunday  school,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Chaplain,  with  the  co-operation  and  concurrence  of  the  Warden. 

3.  "  There  shall  be  a  sermon  preached,  and  divine  service  performed 
every  Sabbath  day,  by  the  Chaplain. 

4.  "  There  shall  be  present  at  all  the  religious  services,  and 
at  the  Sunday  school,  such  officers  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
Warden. 

5.  "  Each  cell  shall  be  furnished  with  a  Bible,  and  such  other  reli- 
gious books  as  the  Warden,  with  the  assent  of  the  Inspectors,  may  think 
suitable  to  improve  their  morals  and  conduct." 

Such  rules  and  regulations,  being  thus  made  part  of  a  system  of  Pris- 
on discipline,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  become  of  great  value 
to  the  world. 

New  Penitentiary  in  Tennessee. — In  Tennessee,  the  objects  of  this 
Society  are  receiving  particular  attention  at  the  present  time.  A  let- 
ter from  the  Governor,  dated  Nashville,  Dec.  18,  says  : — 

"  The  Reports  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  together  with  your 
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1.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  Northern  end 
Middle  States  is  very  great. 

Daring  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829,  there  were  imprisoned 
for  debt  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  31 ;  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  126 ;  in  Worces- 
ter, 271 ;  in  Boston,  1211 ;  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  80 ;  in  Newport, 
R.  I.,  78 ;  in  Pennyan,  N.  Y.,  103 ;  at  Coartland  Village,  112 ;  in 
Buffalo,  338 ;  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  1828,  3,000 ;  in  Philadel- 
phia, during  8  months,  ending  February  25,  1830,  817 ;  in  Baltimore, 
in  1829,  944.  As  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain  from  the  returns  which 
we  have  received,  the  number  imprisoned  for  debt  annually  is,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, 3,000 ;  in  New  York,  l&figO ;  in  Pennsylvania,  7,000;  in 
Maryland,  3,000 ;  and  in  the  other  Northern  and  Middle  States,  nearly 
as  above  in  proportion  to  the  population. 

2.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  compared  with  the 
number  imprisoned  for  crime,  is  very  great. 

In  Worcester,  Mass.,  the  debtors  were  to  the  criminals  as  3  to  1 ;  in 
Rhode  Island,  as  4  to  1 ;  in  Pennyan,  N.  Y.,  nearly  as  5  to  1 ;  at  Court- 
land  Village  more  than  8  to  1 ;  at  Bel videre,  N.  J.,  as  5  to  1 ;  at  Flem- 
ington,  N.  J.,  as  6  to  1 ;  in  17  Prisons  in  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States,  nearly  as  5  to  1. 

3.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  small  debts  is  very  great. 
In  Philadelphia  alone,  the  number  of  persons  imprisoned  in  eight 

months,  ending  February  25,  1830,  for  less  than  one  dollar  each,  wis 
thirty.  In  eleven  other  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were 
imprisoned,  during  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829,  for  less  than 
one  dollar  each,  thirty-two. 

4.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  one,  and  less  than 
Jive  dollars  each,  is  still  greater. 

In  thirty  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were  imprisoned, 
for  more  than  one  and  less  than  five  dollars  each,  Jfoe  hundred  and  mat 
ty-five. 

5.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  Jive,  and  less  Hm 
twenty  dollars,  is  very  great. 

In  thirty-two  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were  impris- 
oned for  more  than  five  and  less  than  twenty  dollars,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four. 

6.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  twenty,  and  less 
than  one  hundred  dollars,  is  not  one  third  as  great  as  the  number  ts- 
prisonedfor  less  than  twenty  dollars. 

In  thirty-two  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  number  impris- 
oned for  less  than  twenty  dollars  each,  was  2841 ;  for  more  than  twenty, 
and  loss  than  $100, —  902. 

7.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  one  hundred 
dollars  each  is  very  small,  in  comparison  with  the  number  imprisoned 

for  less  than  twenty  dollars. 

In  fifty-three  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  whole  number 
imprisoned  for  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  each,  was  four  hundred 
and  sixteen,  or  only  as  one  to  seven,  compared  with  the  number  impris- 
oned for  less  than  twenty  dollars. 

8.  The  time  lost  in  Prison  is  very  considerable  by  those  who  are  poor* 
ly  able  to  lose  it. 
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In  fifteen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  in  the  Northern  and 
Middle  States,  the  persons  imprisoned  for  debt, 

For  less  than  one  day,  were 269 

For  more  than  one,  and  less  than  five  days, 323 

For  more  than  five,  and  less  than  ten  days, 203 

For  more  than  ten,  and  le&s  than  twenty  days, 154 

For  more  than  twenty,  and  less  than  thirty  days,       83 

For  more  than  thirty  days, 431 

Total  amount  of  time  lost  in  fifteen  Prisons,  nineteen  thousand,  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  days. 

9.  While  so  much  time  is  lost  in  Prison,  it  is  a  very  fruitless  business 
as  a  means  of  compelling  payment. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  out  of  two  thousand 
and  fifty-seven  persons  imprisoned,  the  records  show  only  two  hundred 
and  ninety-four  who  paid  the  debt. 

10.  The.  mmber  of  persons  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney, 
according  to  the  records,  is  more  than  three  times  as  large  as  the  number 
of  those  who  pay  the  debt. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  as  already  stated, 
two  hundred  and  ninety-four  paid  the  debt,  and  one  thousand  and 
nineteen  were  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney. 

11.  The  number  of  persons  discharged  by  taking  the  poor  debtor* s 
Ktk,  is  more  than  twice  as  great  as  the  number  of  those  who  pay  the 
debt. 

In  the  seventeen  Prisons  above  mentioned,  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  paid  the  debt,  and  seven  hundred  and  forty-four  took  the  poor 
debtor's  oath. 

12.  The  amount  paid,  according  to  the  records,  in  consequence  of  im- 
prisonment, is  not  one  half  the  value  of  time  lost  at  $1  per  day. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  amount  paid, 
in  the  year  ending  Dec-ember  30.  1829,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained, 
»as  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-two  urihr?;  *hft  valuc  °^ 
time  lost  in  fifteen  Prisons,  during  the  same  time,  at  $1  per  day, 
was  nineteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars. 

13.  This  is  not  only  very  fruitless,  but  very  expensive  business  to  the 
mditor. 

We  have  reason  to  believe,  that,  in  most  cases,  in  which  persons  arc 
discharged  from  Prison  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney,  or  by  the  jxx>r 
debtor's  oath,  the  costs  are  paid  by  the  creditor;  and  we  have  already 
wen,  that  in  seventeen  Prisons  there  were  discharged  by  the  creditor  or 

bis  attorney, 1019 

By  the  poor  debtor's  oath, 744 

By  paying  the  debt, 294 

We  have  made  the  inquiry  of  a  number  of  the  respectable  men  of 
our  acquaintance,  whether  they  ever  imprisoned  a  man  for  debt. 
Their  general  answer  has  been,  Yes ;  once  or  twice,  and  we  lost  the 
debt,  and  paid  the  costs. 

14.  The  operation  of  the  laws,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt, 
is  very  different  in  the  Northern  and  Southern  Stales. 

In  seventeen  Prisons  heard  from  in  the  Northern  States,  the  number 
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of  persons  imprisoned  during  the  year  ending  Dec.  30,  1829,  was  ftro 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  forty-two. 

In  the  same  number  of  Prisons  in  the  Southern  States,  only  thirty -five. 

15.  There  me  examples  of  amelioration  and  abolition. 

In  Massachusetts,  there  is  a  law  which  forbids  the  imprisonment  of 
any  debtor  for  less  than  five  dollars.  A  similar  law,  in  the  other 
Northern  and  Middle  States,  would  have  saved  from  imprisonment, 
during  the  last  year,  in  eighteen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard, 
four  hundred  and  thirty-one  persons.  The  great  opposition  to  this  law 
is  said  to  have  come  from  groceries  and  grog  shops. 

There  is  a  law  in  New  Hampshire,  which  forbids  the  imprisonment 
of  any  debtor  for  less  than  $13,33.  A  similar  law,  in  the  other  North- 
ern and  Middle  States,  woul<f  have  saved  from  imprisonment,  during 
the  last  year,  in  eighteen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  fifty-four  persons. 

There  is  a  law  in  Massachusetts,  which  requires  the  creditor  to  pay 
the  board  of  the  debtor.  This  law  is  said,  by  several  of  the  jailers,  to 
have  diminished  the  duration  of  imprisonment  for  debt  about  one  third. 

A  very  shrewd  and  observing  jailer,  in  a  Prison  where  more  than 
one  thousand  persons  are  imprisoned  annually,  remarked,  that  many 
cases  of  imprisonment  for  small  debts  would  be  prevented,  if  the  credi- 
tors were  obliged  to  make  oath,  that  the  debts  were  true  debts;  as  in 
South  Carolina. 

In  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  imprisonment  for  debt  is  abolished.     A 
similar  law,  in  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  would  have  saved  from 
imprisonment,  during  the  last  year,  as  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain,  about 
fifty  thousand  persons. 

16.  The  laws  and  public  opinion  appear  to  be  at  variance  on  the 
subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

We  have  already  seen,  to  some  extent,  what  is  the  operation  of  the 
laws.  We  now  give  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  States,  where  the 
evils  of  imprisonment  for  debt  seem  to  be  greatest.  And  immediately 
after  the  abstract,  wc  shall  give  what  we  consider  an  expression  of  pub- 
lic opinion. 

Abstract  of  the  Laws  of  several  of  the  United  States  on  Im- 
prisonment for  Debt. 

Maine. — By  the  Law  of  Feb.  9, 1822,  no  person  can  be  taken  on  execution, 
unless  the  debt  founded  on  contract  exceed  five  dollars. 

The  Court  of  Sessions  are  authorized  to  fix  and  alter  the  limits  of  the  Jail  yard*. 

If  there  are  two  Jails  in  the  same  county,  debtors  shall  be  committed  to  the 
nearest  Jail. 

Persons  imprisoned  for  debt  may  have  the  liberty  of  the  yard  by  giving  bonds, 
with  two  sureties,  for  twice  the  amount  for  which  they  are  imprisoned. 

Debtors  on  the  limits  may  take  lodgings,  by  paying  for  the  same. 

The  bond  for  not  departing  from  the  Jail  yard  is  void,  if  the  debtor  surrender* 
himself,  and  goes  into  close  confinement. 

When  a  person  cannot  support  himself  in  Prison,  the  keeper  shall  apply  to  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  who  shall  issue  a  notification  to  the  creditor  of  the  prisoner's  de- 
sire to  lake  the  benefit  of  the  oath.  This  notification  to  the  creditor  most  be  left 
at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  time  of  administering  the  oath.  If  the  creditor  does 
not  live  in  the  state,  and  has  no  agent  or  attorney  there,  the  notification  must  be 
left  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  or  justice,  by  whom  the  execution  was  signed.  Any 
two  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county  may  administer  the  oath.     Said  justices 
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may,  if  necessary,  adjourn  their  proceedings,  not  more  than  twice,  nor  for  more  than 
tweuty-four  hours.  The  creditor  may  propose  interrogatories,  nnd  require  them  to 
be  answered  in  writing  by  the  debtor,  which  the  justices  shall  certify.  Each  jus- 
tice shall  receive  one  dollar  a  day  for  attendance;  the  justice  who  issues  the  notifi- 
cation, fifty  cents,  and  the  same  travelling  fee  as  for  taking  depositions.  If  the  jus- 
tice* are  not  satisfied  that  the  debtor  has  given  a  true  statement,  in  regard  to  his 
or  her  property,  they  may  refu.no  to  administer  the  oath.  When  the  oath  has  been 
administered  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  the  jailer  is  required  to  dis- 
charge the  body,  and  it  cannot  be  held  uuy  longer  on  such  execution. 

A  person  disqualified  as  a  witness  may  have  the  oath  administered. 

If  a  prisoner  is  convicted  of  concealing  his  estate,  he  is  liable  to  the  penalties  of 
perjury. 

The  judgment  remains  in  force  against  the  estate  of  a  prisoner  discharged,  but  not 
against  the  body,  and  the  creditor  may  take  out  a  new  execution  against  land:-!. 

If  die  debtor  have  property  to  the  amount  of  $30  or  more,  (that  is  unattachable,) 
and  he  .hall  spend  or  use  the  same  without  giving  the  creditor  information  and  op- 
portunity to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  same,  to  the  amount  of  his  debt,  this  shall  be 
tsiccined  a  fraudulent  transaction  in  the  debtor.  Persons  assisting  and  abetting  in 
■  such  a  transaction  are  made  liable  to  the  creditor  for  double  the  amount  of  the 
money  or  goods  thus  secreted  or  spent. 

Too  price  of  articles  furnished  by  the  jailer  to  the  debtor,  in  case  of  dispute,  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  Court  of  Session. 

Persons  having  the  liberty  of  the  yard,  unless  discharged  according  to  law,  in 
oioe  months  shall  be  held  in  close  confinement. 

Persons  committed  for  taxes  may  have  the  liberty  of  the  yard  on  giving  bonds. 

Persons  committed  for  taxes  may  take  the  poor  debtors  oath,  according  to  the 
form  prescribed  by  law. 

The  creditor  may  discharge  the  debtor,  without  affecting  the  judgment,  by  giv- 
ing a  written  permission;  such  discharge  not  to  release  the  debtor  from  debt  and 
costs,  but  his  body  shall  be  exempted. 

A  prisoner,  claiming  relief  as  a  pauper,  shall  be  discharged,  unless  security  be 
given  for  his  support. 

By  the  act  of  r  cb.  25,  132 1,  persons  arrested  on  execution  may  have  the  privi- 
lege of  taking  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  without  being  carried  to  Jail,  when  the  debtor 
declare*  his  intention  of  taking  the  oath.  It  then  becomes  the  duty  of  the  officer 
to  take  the  debtor  before  the  nearest  justice,  who  shall  make  out  a  notification  to 
the  creditor  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  the  oath ;  provided  the  debtor  shall 
give  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  surely  or  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  offi- 
cer, that  he  will  appear  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  and  provided,  also,  that  in 
case  the  justice  shall  not  admit  the  debtor  to  the  benefit  of  the  oath,  said  debtor 
»hall  surrender  himself  to  the  officer  or  jailer. 

In  ca?e  of  disclosure  and  prolfcr  of  re:il  estate,  or  personal,  the  debtor's  body  is 
exempted  if  the  creditor  do  not  take  such  estate.  And  in  case  the  creditor  does 
lit*,  within  thirty  days,  cause  the  property  thus  disclosed  to  1>c  taken  on  execution, 
the  liody  of  said  debtor  shall  for  ever  a  iter  wards  be  exempted  from  arrest  on  said 
execution. 

The  penalties  of  perjury  are  annexed  to  false  swearing  according  to  the  provk- 
i m*  of  this  law. 

Certain  articles  are  exempted  from  attachment,  viz  :  the  wearing  apparel,  bed-j, 
bedsteads,  bedding,  and  household  utensils,  of  any  dobtor,  necessary  for  himself, 
hi*  wife,  and  his  children ;  the  tools  of  any  debtor,  necessary  for  his  trade  or  occu- 
p-'ion;  the  Bibles  and  school  books,  which  may  be  In  actual  use  in  his  or  her  fam- 
ily ;  all  cast-iron  stoves,  and  stoves  made  of  sheet  iron,  used  exclusively  for  the  pur- 
ple of  warming  buildings:  one  cow,  one  swine,  ten  sheep*  with  the  wool  which 
:nay  be  shorn  from  them,  and  thirty  hundred  of  bay  for  the  use  of  said  cow,  and 
two  tons  for  the  use  of  said  sheep,  shall  be  exempted  from  attachment;  provided, 
:2iat  not  more  than  one  such  stove  to  each  building,  owned  or  occupied  by  the  same 
person  or  family,  shall  be  so  exempted ;  and  provided,  also,  that  the  beds  and  bed- 
steads, exempted  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  one  bed,  bedstead,  and  necessary  bed- 
ding to  two  persons,  nor  the  household  furniture  the  value  of  fifty  dollars. 

A*etc  Hampshire. — By  the  law  of  January  3, 1829,  the  following  property  is  ex- 
empt from  attachment — the  wearing  apparel  necessary  for  immediate  use,  two 
comfortable  beds,  bedsteads,  and  bedding  necessary  for  the  same,  household  fu nu- 
tans to  the  value  of  twenty  dollars,  the  Bibles  and  school  books  in  actual  family 
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use,  one  cow,  one  ton  of  hay,  and  one  hog,  and  one  pie  not  oyer  six  months  old, 
and  in  case  the  debtor  be  a  farmer  or  mechanic,  tools  of  his  occupation  to  the  value 
of  twenty  dollars,  six  sheep,  and  the  fleeces  of  the  same  sheep,  while  in  possession 
of  the  owner  of  the  sheep. 

A  poor  debtor  may  have  a  chamber  in  the  keeper's  house,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
yard,  by  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties  for  double  the  sum  for  which  be  is 
imprisoned,  provided,  that,  when  any  person  is  imprisoned  on  any  such  prison  bond, 
he  shall  remain  in  close  confinement. 

When  any  poor  debtor  has  not  goods  to  the  value  of  twenty  dollars  besides  those 
exempted  from  attachment,  he  may  apply  to  any  two  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court, 
or  of  the  Common  Pleas,  or  to  any  two  Commissioners  of  Jail  Delivery  in  the 
county,  and  pray  to  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  law.  This  may  be 
done  immediately ;  and  the  order  of  notice  must  be  served  at  least  fifteen  days  be- 
fore the  day  appointed  for  such  hearing.  If  the  Justices  are  satisfied,  at  the  time 
appointed  for  hearing  the  parties,  that  the  debtor  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
oath,  it  may  be  administered ;  and  when  administered,  if  the  debtor  can  sati/fy  the 
prison  keeper  for  past  charges,  he  may  be  discharged. 

After  the  discharge,  the  judgment  remains  good  against  the  estate,  which  may 
then,  or  at  any  time,  belong  to  the  prisoner,  but  not  against  his  body. 

The  debtor  s  estate  is  made  liable  for  Prison  charges. 

Persons  disqualified  to  give  testimony  may  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath. 

If  the  creditor  neglects  to  levy  his  execution,  on  the  body  of  the  debtor,  for  thirty 
days  or  more,  after  the  poor  debtor  was  imprisoned,  then  the  body  is  exempted  from 
arrest,  in  any  action  of  debt  on  said  judgment,  for  the  period  of  one  year. 

By  the  law  of  January  1, 1829,  no  person  can  be  committed  to  jail  for  less  than 
$18  88,  and  the  limits  of  the  yard  are  extended  to  the  boundaries  of  the  town 
where  the  prison  is. 

Vermont. — Writs  of  attachment  may  issue  against  the  goods,  chattels  or  estate 
of  any  person  or  persons ;  and  for  want  thereof,  against  their  bodieM, — By  the  lav 
of  March  2, 1797.  And  the  body  or  bodies  of  such  person  or  persons,  taken  on 
mesne  process,  shall  be  holden  and  committed  to  Jail,  unless  he,  she  or  they  shall 
procure  some  person  or  persons  to  become  surety  or  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  officer  sending  such  process,  or  to  the  creditor  or  creditors. 

Bail  may  surrender  the  principal  into  court  before  or  during  the  term  in  which 
final  judgment  shall  be  entered,  and  be  discharged  from  further  liability.  Or  the 
principal  may,  at  any  time,  be  committed  to  Jail  by  the  surety  or  sureties,  if  there 
is  danger  of  his  absconding  or  being  out  of  the  wav. 

Persons  committed  to  Jail  on  mesne  process,  and  kept  in  Jail  -until  final  judgment 
is  rendered,  shall  be  discharged  from  confinement  by  the  jailer,  unless  the  plaintiff 
shall,  within  fifteen  days  after  the  rendering  of  such  judgment,  charge  him  with 
execution. 

When  movable  or  personal  estate  cannot  be  found  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  dama- 
ges or  costs  of  an  execution  and  the  legal  fees  thereon,  the  body  of  the  debtor 
may  be  taken  by  the  officer,  and  committed  to  the  Jail. 

Persons  in  Jail  on  mesne  process,  in  any  civil  action,  or  upon  execution,  (bunJcd 
on  any  proper  action  of  debt,  shall  be  admitted  to  the  liberties  of  the  yard,  provide 
they  give  bond  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  fcc., 
not  to  pass  such  limits  until  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  by  due  process  of  lav." 
Law  of  March  9,  1797. 

Jail  limits  of  the  several  counties  not  to  exceed  in  extent  four  square  milet.— 
Law  of  November,  1818. 

Debtors  are  permitted  to  retain,  not  liable  to  attachment  on  mesne  process  or 
execution,  the  following  articles — 1  cow,  and  such  suitable  apparel,  bedding,  tools 
arms,  and  articles  of  household  furniture,  as  may  be  necessary  for  upholding  life. 
— Law  of  March  7,  1797. 

By  law  of  November,  1818,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  articles,  exempted  from 
attachment,  &c,  the  following  are  included — 10  sheep,  and  1  year's  product  of 
said  sheep,  either  of  wool,  yarn  or  cloth,  the  best  swine,  or  the  meat  of  said 
swine,  and  forage  sufficient  to  keep  10  sheep  and  1  cow. 

Persons  committed  to  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  if  they  have  no  property  to 
satisfy  said  execution,  may  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  and  be  discharged,  having 
first  given  six  days'  notice  of  his  intention  to  take  such  oath,  to  the  creditor,  if  he 
live  within  the  county,  and  twelve  days'  notice,  if  the  creditor  live  without  the  limits 
of  the  county. 
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The  body  of  any  poor  debtor,  so  discharged  from  imprisonment,  as  aforesaid,  by 
taking  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  shall  not  be  again  liable  to  arrest  or  imprisonment 
for  the  same  debt ;  but  the  debtor's  property  and  estate  shall  be  liable  to  be  taken 
for  said  debt,  equally  as  before,  and  his  estate  shall  also  be  liable  for  his  prison 
charges  during  all  the  time  of  his  imprisonment. 

Massachusetts. — The  property  exempt  from  attachment  is  the  wearing  apparel, 
beds,  bedsteads,  bedding  and  household  utensils,  of  any  debtor  necessary  for  him- 
self, wife  and  children ;  the  tools  of  any  debtor,  necessary  for  bis  trade  or  occupation ; 
the  Bibles  and  school  books  which  may  be  in  actual  use  in  his  or  her  family ;  to- 
gether with  one  cow  and  one  swine ;  provided,  that  the  beds  and  bedding,  exempt- 
ad  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  one  bed,  bedstead,  and  necessary  bedding  for  two 
persons;  and  household  furniture,  the  value  of  fifty  dollars. 

By  a  subsequent  law,  the  following  articles  are  added  to  the  foregoing,  viz :  six 
sheep,  and  two  tons  of  hay  for  the  use  of  said  sheep,  and  for  the  use  of  a  cow :  said 
sheep,  however,  are  not  to  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars. 

By  a  still  later  law,  all  cast-iron  or  sheet-iron  stoves,  used  exclusively  for  the 
purpose  of  warming  buildings,  are  exempted;  provided,  that  not  more  than  one 
wen  stove  to  each  building,  occupied  by  the  same  person  or  family,  shall  be  so  ex- 
empted. 

Body  of  the  debtor  liable  to  arrest  and  commitment  to  Jail,  on  mesne  process  and 
execution,  for  any  sum  where  the  debt  or  damage  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  five  dol- 
lars. 

Where  the  debt  or  damage  does  not  exceed  five  dollars,  the  body  cannot  be  ar- 
rested ;  property  only  can  be  taken. 

When  the  body  of  the  debtor  shall  be  committed  to  close  confinement  in  any  Jail, 
as  shall  be  furnished  with  an  apartment  separate  from  that  occupied  by  criminals. 

Jail  yards  are  not  to  extend  more  than  fifty  rods  from  the  Jail. 

Any  person  impri?*ned  for  debt,  either  upon  mesne  process  or  execution,  shall  be 
allowed  the  liberties  of  the  Jail  yard,  on  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sure- 
ties, to  the  creditor  or  creditors,  in  double  the  sum  for  which  he  is  imprisoned,  con- 
ditioned that  he  will  not  depart  from  the  Prison  limits. 

Bail  may  at  any  time  surrender  the  principal,  and  be  discharged  from  any  fur- 
ther liability. 

Whenever  any  person,  committed  to  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  shall  wish  to  avail 
himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors,  by  taking  the  poor 
debtor's  oath,  and  thereupon  beinp:  discharged  from  his  imprisonment,  he  must 
make  application  to  some  justice  of  the  peace,  who  shall  thereupon  issue  a  notice  to 
the  creditor  or  creditors,  his  or  their  attorney,  &c,  thirty  days  previous  to  the  time 
appointed  for  his  being  admitted  to  said  oath. 

It,  after  examination  had  before  the  proper  authorities,  the  debtor  shall  be  admit- 
ted to  and  shall  take  said  oath,  he  shall  thereupon  be  discharged  from  his  imprison- 
ment. 

Such  discharge  does  not  at  all  affect  the  claim  of  the  creditor  on  any  property  the 
debtor  may  subsequently  possess.  The  body  of  the  debtor,  however,  can  never  be 
afterwards  arrested  for  the  same  debt  or  demand. 

If  any  town  shall  become  liable  for  the  support  of  any  poor  prisoner  in  Jail, 
■ad  town  may  recover  any  expense,  so  incurred,  of  the  creditor  who  imprisoned 


Neither  jailer  or  other  person  is  permitted  to  eive  or  furnish  any  spirituous  liquor 
to  persons  committed  to  Jail,  either  for  debt  or  tor  crime. 

No  person  committed  to  prison  on  execution  for  debt,  if  not  discharged  from  his 
imprisonment  within  ninety  days  from  his  commitment,  shall  be  allowed  to  have 
the  liberties  of  the  yard  for  a  greater  length  of  time  than  ninety  days ;  but  shall  be 
put  in  close  confinement,  and  be  so  continued  until  discharged  from  prison  by  the 
creditor,  or  in  due  course  of  law. 

Rhode  Island. — Where  property  cannot  be  found  sufficient  for  the  security  or 
payment  of  a  debt,  the  body  of  the  debtor  may  be  taken  by  the  officer,  by  virtue  of 
any  original  writ  or  mesne  process. 

If  the  debtor  can  find  sureties  for  his  appearance  at  court,  &c,  the  officer  having 
him  in  custody  may  hold  him  to  bail. 

If  the  debtor  cannot  find  proper  sureties,  he  is  to  be  committed  to  Jail ;  but  he 
may  be  discharged  and  suffered  to  go  at  large  at  any  time  before  judgment  shall  be 
obtained,  in  case  he  can  find  sufficient  sureties. 

In  case  he  can  find  no  such  sureties,  and  continues  in  Jail  till  final  judgment,  he 
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must  be  kept  in  Jail  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the  court,  in  order  to  bo  taken  oo 
execution.  But  if  the  creditor  shall  not  take  the  debtor  on  execution  within  thirty 
days,  then  the  sheriff  shall  discharge  said  debtor  from  his  confinement. 

Executions  on  a  judgment  for  debt  run  against  the  body,  provided  property  can- 
not be  found,  &c. ;  and  the  debtor  may  be  committed  to  Jail. 

The  debtor  may,  however,  if  he  can  find  proper  sureties,  have  the  liberty  of  the 
Jail  yard. 

Bail  may,  at  any  time,  surrender  the  principal,  and  thereby  be  discharged  from 
further  liability. 

A  poor  debtor,  confined  in  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  may,  if  he  see  fit,  enter  a 
complaint  to  the  competent  authority,  stating  that  he  is  unable  to  pay  said  debt,  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  and  be  discharged 
from  his  imprisonment.  In  this  case,  notice  of  such  complaint  and  the  debtor's  in- 
tention must  be  given  to  the  creditor,  or  his  attorney,  at  least  seven  days  before  the 
time  appointed,  &c ;  and,  on  being  admitted  to  his  oath,  the  debtor  may  be  dis- 
charged. 

But,  by  a  law  of  1823,  if  the  creditor  shall  appear,  by  himself  or  attorney,  and 
shall  advance  to  the  jailer  one  dollar  per  week,  (including  also  the  time  when  the 
complaint  was  made,  until  the  oath  or  affirmation  was  administered,)  for  the  future 
support  of  such  complainant,  he  shall  not  be  discharged  until  such  advance  be  dis- 
continued. 

And,  furthermore,  whenever  discharged,  the  debtor  is  to  leave  with  the  jailer, 
for  the  creditor,  his  promissory  note,  payable  in  two  years  from  date,  with  interest, 
for  the  amount  of  such  execution. 

Having  been  imprisoned  for  debt,  and  discharged  by  provision  of  law,  does  not 
exempt  the  property  or  estate  of  the  debtor  from  subsequent  attachment ;  but  on- 
ly the  body  from  arrest  for  the  same  debt. 

The  following  articles  are  by  law  exempted  from  attachment. 

One  bed  and  bedding  for  every  two  persons  in  a  family,  and  also,  for  each  person 
in  a  family,  one  chair,  one  knife  and  fork,  one  plate,  one  cup  and  saucer,  together 
with  other  necessary  furniture,  provided  the  whole,  including  beds  and  bedding, 
do  not  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars ;  also,  necessary  wearing  apparel, 
together  with  one  cow  or  hog,  and  the 'working  tools  of  said  debtor,  necessary  for 
his  or  her  usual  occupation  ;  provided  the  said  tools  do  not  exceed  in  value  the  sum 
of  thirty  dollars. 

New-  York. — Jurisdiction  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  extends  to  all  actions  where 
the  amount  claimed  does  not  exceed  fifty  dollars. 

"  No  female  shall  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  upon  any  execution  issued  from  a 
justice's  court." — 2d  vol.  of  Revised  Statutes,  page  253. 

"  No  female  shall  be  imprisoned  on  any  process  in  any  civil  action  founded  upon 
contract." — 2d  vol.  Revised  Statutes,  page  428. 

Excepting,  as  above,  in  regard  to  females,  the  body  of  a  debtor  may  be  arrested 
and  committed  to  Jail  for  any  sum,  cither  on  mesne  process  or  execution. 

Insolvent  debtors  may  be  discharged  from  their  debts,  on  executing  an  assign- 
ment of  all  their  estate  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  and  by  a  petition  for  that  pur- 
pose, signed  by  himself,  and  so  many  of  his  creditors,  residing  within  the  United 
States,  as  have  debts  owing  to  them  at  the  time,  in  good  faith,  amounting  to  two 
thirds  of  all  his  debts.  He  must  make  out  a  schedule  of  all  his  property,  of  every 
description,  which  must  be  presented  to  the  proper  officer,  and  which  must  be 
sworn  to  by  the  debtor  as  true. 

After  a  proper  hearing,  on  a  day  appointed,  if  no  fraud  appears,  the  debtor  may 
be  discharged  from  all  liability  for  any  debts  previously  contracted;  and,  if  in  pris- 
on, shall  be  discharged  therefrom. 

Insolvent  debtors  may,  by  petition  for  that  purpose,  and  by  a  voluntary  assign- 
ment of  all  their  estate,  after  a  hearing  before  a  proper  tribunal,  as  provided  by 
law,  have  their  property  distributed  to  their  creditors,  ami  their  bodies  afterwards  se- 
cured from  arrest  for  such  debts;  but  their  property,  should  they  afterward  have  any, 
is  still  holden,  and  may  be  attached  for  the  same  debts.  If  in  Prison,  they  are,  af- 
ter such  assignment,  if  accepted,  to  be  discharged  from  their  imprisonment 

Certain  articles  of  furniture,  tools  of  one's  trade,  &c,  &c,  as  usual,  are  exempted 
from  attachment ;  family  Biblo,  school  books,  used  by  or  in  the  family,  family  pic- 
tures, and  books,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  in  value,  which  ape  kept  and  used  as  a 
family  library ;  a  seat  or  pew,  occupied  by  the  debtor  or  his  family,  in  any  house 
of  public  worship ;  ten  sheep,  with  their  fleeces;  one  cow  and  two  swine,  and  the 
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ry  food  for  them  ;  all  necessary  pork,  beef,  fish,  flour  and  vegetable;?,  actu- 
ally provided  for  family  use ;  and  fuel  far  sixty  days. 

Prisoners  for  debt  are  not  to  be  confined  in  the  same  apartment  with  criminals. 

Jail  liberties  shall  not  exceed,  in  extent,  five  hundred  acres,  and  shall  be  laid  out 
in  a  square  or  parallelogram,  as  near  as  may  bo. 

Persons  committed  to  Jail  for  debt  may  have  the  privilege  of  going  at  large  on 
the  Jail  limits,  by  finding  surety  in  double  the  amount  of  the  debt,  that  they  will  not 

S  off  from  the  same.  If  they  cannot  find  such  surety  or  sureties,  they  are  to  be 
pt  in  close  custody. 

Bail  may  at  any  time  surrender  the  principal. 

Debtor,  committed  to  Jail  on  execution  issued  by  a  justice,  must  be  kept  there 
until  the  debt  shall  be  paid,  or  he  be  thence  discharged  by  due  course  of  law. 

If  the  debtor  have  a  family  in  the  State,  for  which  he  provides,  and  be  not  a  free- 
holder, he  shall  be  discharged  from  Prison  after  thirty  days.  If  he  have  no  family, 
and  be  not  a  freeholder,  he  shall  be  discharged  after  sixty  days. 

Persons  arrested  by  virtue  of  an  execution  issued  on  any  judgment  rendered  in  a 
Court  of  Record  shall  be  safely  kept  in  secure  custody,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law,  at  their  own  expense,  until  said  execution  be  satisfied,  or  they  be  discharg- 
ed according  to  law. 

ATew- Jersey. — By  law  of  February,  1818,  "  It  is  unlawful  to  confine  the  person 
of  any  female  for  debt." 

Other  debtors  may  be  arrested  on  mesne  process  and  execution,  and  committed 
lo  Jail  for  any  sum. 

Jail  limits  not  to  exceed  three  acres. 

Debtors  confined  in  Prison  may  have  the  liberties  of  the  Prison  by  giving  the 

Tsite  bonds, 
rson  confined  in  Prison  for  debt  may  be  discharged  from  his  imprisonment, 
and  his  person  be  afterwards  exempt  from  arrest  on  all  debts  previously  contracted, 
by  application  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  presenting  a  true  account  of  his  es- 
tate, a  lift  of  all  his  creditors,  with  the  debts  due  them.  On  making  such  applica- 
tion, and  filing  the  proper  papers,  a  notice  is  to  be  issued  by  the  Court  to  creditors, 
stating  the  fact,  appointing  a  time  for  hearing ;  and  if,  on  a  hearing,  no  fraud  ap- 
pear, the  debtor  may,  on  the  surrender  of  all  his  property,  be  discharged.  Any 
property  he  may  afterwards  have  is,  however,  liable  to  attachment  for  the  same 
demands. 

Debtors  and  criminals  are  not  to  be  confined  together. 

Property  of  debtor  exempt  from  attachment — one  cow,  and  one  bed  and  bedding, 
the  property  of  any  debtor  having  a  family. 

Delaware. — A  debtor  may  be  arrested  and  imprisoned,  in  lack  of  property,  on  any 
original  writ  or  execution. 

Any  person,  imprisoned  in  the  common  Jail  of  any  county,  who  shall  have  resid- 
ed in  the  State  for  one  year  next  preceding  such  imprisonment,  may  petition  the 
Supreme  Court,  or  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  stating  such  imprisonment,  the  cause, 
the  insolvency  of  petitioner ;  setting  forth  a  full  and  true  account  of  all  his  or  her 
estate,  of  every  kind,  debts,  credits,  &c,  &c. ;  also  a  correct  list  of  all  creditors, 
with  the  sums  due  them,  &c. ;  and  offering  to  assign  all  his  or  her  estate  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors,  and  praying,  on  making  such  assignment,  to  be  discharged  from 
imprisonment;  may,  after  the  usual  hearing  and  forms  in  such  cases,  be  discharg- 
ed, provided  no  fraud  shall  appear  in  the  premises. 

Any  person  imprisoned  for  debt,  who  shall  be  unable  to  support  himself  in  Jail, 
or  whose  family,  if  he  be  detained  in  Prison,  shall  become  a  public  charge,  may 
make  a  representation  of  such  facts  to  the  Supreme  Court,  or  Court  of  Common 
PleM,  and  such  Court  shall  notify  the  creditor ;  and  if  the  creditor  shall  not,  within 
ten  days,  make  provision  for  the  support  of  such  prisoner  and  family,  the  prisoner 
shall  be  discharged. 

The  discharge  of  a  poor  debtor  from  imprisonment,  by  the  operation  of  the  insol- 
vent laws  of  Delaware,  do  not  exempt  any  property  the  debtor  may  subsequently 
have  from  attachment.     His  body  is  no  more  liable  to  arrest  for  the  same  debts. 

Pennsylvania. — "  No  female  shall  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  for  or  by  reason  of 
any  debt  contracted  after  the  passing  of  this  act/* — Passed  Feb.  8,  1819. 

Body  of  the  debtor,  excepting  as  above,  may  be  arrested  and  committed  to  Jail 
for  any  sum,  either  on  mesne  process  or  execution. 

Poor  debtors,  cither  before  or  after  imprisonmont,  may,  on  making  an  assign- 
ment of  all  their  estate  to  their  creditor?,  be  discharged  from  further  liability,  so  far 
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as  their  per$on$  are  concerned ;  but  their  property,  should  they  acquire  mow, 
would  still  be  liable. 

To  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law,  the  debtor  must  make  appli- 
cation to  the  proper  authority ;  an  investigation  must  be  made,  and  all  the  usual 
steps  in  such  cases  taken. 

A  person  who  has  not  been  a  resident  in  the  State  six  months  cannot  apply  for 
the  benefit  of  the  act,  until  he  shall  have  been  imprisoned  for  three  months  next 
preceding. 

Persons  confined  in  Jail,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  dollars,  may,  after 
thirty  days,  be  discharged  by  the  sheriff. 

Prisoners  for  debt,  unable  to  support  themselves  in  Jail,  are  to  he  allowed  twen- 
ty cents  per  day  by  the  creditor ;  and,  if  this  allowance  is  withholden  by  the  cred- 
itor for  three  days,  the  prisoner  may,  on  a  representation  to  the  proper  authority, 
be  discharged. 

The  customary  articles  of  household  furniture  are  exempted  by  law  from  attach- 
ment 

We  have  thus  given  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  States. 

We  now  give,  as  proposed,  an  expression  of  public  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

We  have  endeavored  to  obtain  such  an  expression,  by  addressing  a 
letter  to  many  individuals,  of  well  known  intelligence  and  respectability, 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

The  circular  was  as  follows : — 

My  Dzab  Si  a— Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  express  your  opinion  on  the 
following  subjects  ? 

1.  What  do  you  think  of  imprisonment  for  debt  for  less  than  one  dollar  ? 

2.  Do.  for  more  than  one  and  less  than  five  ? 
8.  Do.  for  more  than  five  and  less  than  ten  ? 

4.  Do.  for  more  than  ten  and  less  than  twenty  ? 

6.  Do.  for  more  than  twenty  and  less  than  one  hundred  ? 

6.  Do.  in  any  case,  in  which  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  ? 

7.  What  do  yeu  think  of  imprisonment  for  thirty  days,  in  cases  In  which  the  poor 
debtor's  oath  is  to  be  taken  ? 

8.  Can  Christian  imprison  Christian  in  any  case,  in  which  there  is  no  evidence  of 
fraud,  with  a  good  conscience  ? 

9.  Can  Christian  imprison  infidel  for  debt,  in  similar  circumstances,  with  a  good 
conscience  ? 

10.  Is  the  penalty  of  imprisonment  for  debt  well  proportioned  to  the  aggravation 
of  the  offence,  in  cases  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  ? 

11.  What  evil  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt? 

12.  What  benefit  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt? 

13.  Have  you  ever  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  debt  due  to  you  per- 
sonally ? 

Please  to  communicate  any  facts  or  remarks,  on  other  points,  not  embraced  in 
these  questions,  but  touching  the  general  subject,  which  you  may  deem  important 

The  letters  in  answer  to  this  circular,  together  with  a  few  other  ex- 
tracts, concurring  in  the  expression  of  the  same  opinion  on  this  subject, 
will  now  be  presented. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Silas  W.  Bobbins,  dated  Mount  Sterling,  Ken- 
tucky, June  2, 1830. 

"  Dear  Sir — In  relation  to  the  subjects  of  your  inquiries,  my  mind  has  long 
since  been  settled.  Imprisonment  for  debt  must  have  originated  under  government 
in  Us  most  rude  and  barbarous  forms ;  and  the  continuance  of  the  practice,  under 
well  balanced  authority,  has,  in  my  estimation,  been  owing  to  the  want  ofrekectum 
upon  the  subject. 

My  remarks,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  will  all  be  predicated  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  no  evidence  of  fraud  exists  on  the  part  of  the  debtor,  but  that  he  has  be- 
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unable  to  meet  his  engagements,  owing  to  misfortune,  miscalculation,  or  any 
casualty  over  which  he  had  no  control. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  is  a  penalty  of  an  aggravated  character,  and  cannot  ac- 
complish one  desirable  purpo3e ;  and  not  one  evil  can  result,  according  to  my  un- 
derstanding, from  its  abolition. 

To  imprison  a  debtor  cannot  enable  him  to  discharge  the  debt ;  but  it  deprives 
the  family  of  his  exertions  for  their  maintenance,  and  society  of  the  product  of  his 
labor.  It  enables  the  creditor  to  gratify  his  vindictive  and  malevolent  feelings  up- 
<n  the  person  of  his  unfortunate  debtor.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  this 
privilege  has  been,  generally,  abused. 

Policy  would  never  dictate  to  me  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  imprisoning  my 
debtor  to  coerce  payment  If  he  was  dishonest,  it  would  not  make  him  otherwise, 
and  if  honest,  indulgence  would  operate  upon  the  better  feelings  of  his  nature,  and 
lay  him  under  additional  obligations  to  endeavor  to  comply  with  his  contract.  My 
experience  has  tested  the  correctness  of  this  course  ;  and  I  have  not  found  it  necc;- 
sary  even  to  embarrass,  much  less  to  imprison,  a  man,  for  debt  due  to  mc  person- 
ally. 

The  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  at  the  session  of  1821,  repealed  all  laws  which  au- 
thorized a  capias  ad  satisfaciendum  to  issue  for  debt.  In  Jan.,  1827,  the  ca.  sa. 
was  revived  upon  all  judgments,  thereafter  rendered,  in  actions  of  trespass  vi  et  ar- 
ms, (not  ejectment,)  and  in  actions  for  words  spoken  or  written  on  seduction.  Thus 
is  our  law  at  this  time.  The  opinions  thus  expressed  will  include  an  answer  to  all 
yoar inquiries;  and,  if  they  can  be  of  any  service  to  you,  I  shall  be  amply  com- 
pensated for  my  trouble." 

This  letter  is  written  by  a  gentleman  from  the  north,  who  has  lived 
many  years  in  Kentucky,  is  a  Judge  in  one  of  the  Courts  of  that  State, 
and  has  had  much  opportunity  of  observation ,  both  before  and  since  im- 
prisonment for  debt  was  abolished  in  Kentucky. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  Pitcher,  Sheriff  of  Spencer  County,  Indiana. 

"  Our  law  authorizes  the  officer,  charged  with  the  service  of  an  execution,  to  ad- 
minister the  insolvent  oath  to  debtors,  and  release  them  without  committing 
to  Jail ;  so  that  no  debtors  actually  insolvent,  unless  obstinate,  arc  committed  to 
Prison." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Grimkie,  dated  Charleston ,  S.  C, 

June  16, 1830. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  presume  you  have  a  copy  of  the  questions  contained  in  the  cir- 
cular, in  the  order  in  which  they  appear,  in  your  printed  letter.  I  have  therefore 
numbered  them,  and  my  answers  will  bear  corresponding  numbers. 

1,  2,  J,  4.  If  imprisonment  for  debt  is  to  form  a  part  of  the  ordinary  scheme  of 
laws,  as  it  now  does,  there  ought  to  be  a  limit ;  and  I  know  none  so  appropriate  as 
to  deny  to  the  creditor  the  privilege  of  imprisonment  under  $20,  that  being  the 
sum  fixed  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  above  which  a  citizen  cannot 
be  deprived  of  trial  by  jury. 

5,  6.  I  do  not  think  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  be  allowed  in  any  case,  after 
judgment,  except  on  an  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  or  some  one  for  him,  of  actual  fraud 
or  concealment,  or  of  reason  to  believe  it  Nor  would  I  suffer  the  plaintiff*  to  have 
his  execution,  without  giving  the  defendant  an  opportunity  to  answer  on  oath,  sub- 
ject to  a  personal  examination,  unless  the  plaintiff*,  or  some  one  for  him,  would 
swear  that  he  knew  or  believed  that  the  defendant  would  conceal  himself,  or  ab- 
scon  1,  or  was  then  about  to  depart. 

7.  I  see  no  use  in  imprisonment,  at  all,  under  ca.  sa.,  unless  fraud  be  alleged,  or 
believed,  and  know  not  any  reason  for  the  thirty  days'  practice  of  which  you 


8.  There  can  be  but  one  answer :  no  Christian  can  do  it  with  a  clear  conscience. 
Nay,  more ;  he  cannot  imprison  the  infidel  or  the  heathen.    This  answers  9. 

10.  If  there  be  no  allegation  or  belief  of  fraud,  I  can  hardly  consider  the  power 
to  imprison  for  debt,  arbitrarily,  as  any  thing  more  than  personal  tyranny,  the  relic 
32* 
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of  a  cruel,  unjust  age,  incapable  of  estimating  the  value  and  dignity  of  personal 
right.     The  disproportion  is  enormous. 

11.  I  am  satisfied  no  evils  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt, 
provided  proper  precautions  be  taken  to  protect  the  creditor,  and  subject  the  unwill- 
ing or  fraudulent  debtor  to  the  law  of  imprisonment. 

12.  I  think  the  following  would  be  some  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  abofcshi&g 
imprisonment  for  debt  1.  Personal  rights  would  acquire  a  new  value,  and  higher 
dignity.  2.  Imprisonment  for  debt  would  be  confined  to  its  proper  object,  vix :  u 
a  reasonable  means  adapted  to  the  attainment  of  an  important  lawful  end.  3.  Im- 
prisonment for  debt,  instead  of  being  regarded  as  in  no  respect  disgraceful,  but  rath- 
er a  misfortune,  would  then  be  regarded  as  absolutely  dishonorable ;  and  this  would 
be  a  powerful  inducement  to  escape  it  4.  No  considerate  man  would  subject  an- 
other to  this  ordeal,  but  under  circumstances  of  just  suspicion.  5.  Imprisonment 
for  debt  would  never  be  used,  as  it  often  is,  not  for  the  legitimate  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing the  debtor's  property,  but  to  extort  money  or  security  from  friends  or  rclt* 
tions. 

13.  Never,  that  I  remember,  though  I  really  believe  I  have  lost  debts,  which  1 
might  otherwise  have  recovered.  My  end  would  have  been  attained  under  a 
proper  system. 

14.  My  experience  is,  that  the  ca.  sa.  has  scarcely  ever  been  of  any  avail;  far, 
far  less  efficient  than  a  well  constructed  system  would  make  it  My  experience 
and  settled  convictions,  after  twenty  years'  practice,  are,  that  in  nine  out  often 
cases,  (and  I  am  not  sure  but  I  may  say  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty,)  the  property 
assigned  was  so  trifling  that  no  one  would  act  as  assignee. 

I  nave  confined  what  I  have  said,  in  answer  to  your  inquiries,  to  the  case  of  tak- 
ing the  body  under  the  ca.  sa.,  or  final  process,  to  compel  payment  of  the  debt.  I 
think  that  the  creditor  should  have  the  privilege,  not  the  common  right,  as  is  the  case 
now,  of  arresting  the  defendant,  on  bail  process,  to  compel  security  for  the  debt  I 
would  abolish  the  general  right,  but  would  allow  the  creditor  to  employ  this  pro- 
cess; provided,  in  addition  to  the  customary  affidavit  of  the  debt,  he  would  add,  on 
oath,  either  that  the  debt  was  insecure,  in  his  belief,  or  that  the  defendant  was 
about  to  quit  the  State,  or  alleging  fraud,  or  concealment,  or  unfairness,  in  the  con- 
tracting of  the  debt." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  George  Bristow,  dated  Marlborough  County,  South 

Carolina,  April  24,  1830. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  have  to  inform  you  that  wc  cannot  imprison  any  person,  in  this 
State,  for  less  than  $20." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  S.  Moore,  Sheriff  of  York  County,  South  Caroli- 
na, dated  May  1,  1830. 

"  With  pleasure,  sir,  I  say,  at  this  time,  there  is  neither  criminal  nor  debtor  in 
the  Jail  of  our  District;  and  I  fondly  hope,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  be- 
nevolent institutions  of  the  day,  that  we  will  have  often  similar  reports  to  make.'* 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Joseph  Medley.  Sheriff  of  the  County,  dated  JVadesbo- 

ro\  JV.  C,  May  9,  1830. 

"  There  is  one  circumstance  which.  I  perceive,  you  were  not  in  possession  of,  as 
regards  the  collection  of  debt  in  North  Carolina.  The  Legislature  of  this  State  has 
provided  that,  when  a  debtor  is  taken  with  an  execution,  against  his  bodv,  for  debt, 
he  can  give  bond  and  security  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  County  Court,  and 
then,  if  he  complies  with  the  act,  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  insolvency,  and 
be  discharged.  This  law  has  existed  since  1826,  and  has  made  a  great  difference  in 
the  number  of  prisoners,  as  almost  every  man  can  give  security  for  his  appearance." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  M.  Reynolds,  Sheriff  of  Campbell  County,  Vir- 
ginia, dated  April  21,  1830. 

"  In  Virginia,  debtors  are  seldom  confined  in  Prison.  The  debtor,  on  making  a 
surrender  of  his  all,  is  forthwith  discharged  by  the  Court  of  Insolvency." 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  Broomhall,  Sheriff  of  Delaware  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, dated  Chester,  Jipril  1, 1830. 

« Imprisonment  for  debt,  I  am  led  to  believe,  has  a  demoralizing  tendency  5  as  1 
have  known  individuals  striving  to  do  well  previous  to  being  imprisoned,  and  after- 
wards take  to  bad  habits." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  S.  Albro%  Sheriff  of  Hunterdon  County,  JY.  J.,  dated 

Jipril  27, 1830. 

"  The  laws  of  New  Jersey  provide  food,  bedding,  and  fuel,  for  criminals  in  the 
County  Prisons ;  but  for  debtors  nothing  is  provided  but  walla,  bars,  and  bolts.  An 
applicant  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law  of  this  State  must  make  oath  that  he 
lot  rendered  a  true  and  perfect  inventory  of  all  his  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and 
chattels,  moneys  and  effects.  Tiiis  inventory  mutt  accompany  his  petition  to  the 
Couiily  Court,  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws.  The  Court  then  appoint  him 
a  bearing,  in  forty  days  after  making  this  application.  You  will  now  perceive  that 
lb  debtor  must  subsist,  during  these  forty  days,  upon  the  cold  and  precarious 
erimbs  of  charity,  starve  to  death  in  Prison,  or,  infinitely  worse  than  either,  live 
upsn  the  avaih  of  a  forsworn  conscience." 

From  the  Providence  Daily  Advertiser. 

u  Saturday  las!,  being  return  clay,  upwarcb  of  twenty  persons  were  committed  to 
Jail,  in  this  town,  for  djbt,  on  executions.  This  is  the  residuum  of  the  shocks  of 
1829.  Among  the  debtors  are  many  of  our  most  worthy  fallow  citizens.  One  of 
H&o,  Captain  Samuel  Godfrey,  is  now  eighty-six  years  of  age,  with  the  loss  of  hear- 
ing, and  nearly  bent  double  by  infirmities.  He  is  committed,  too,  not  for  a  debt  of 
to  own,  but  for  having  been  an  endorser.  We  envy  not  the  feelings  of  a  creditor, 
waothus  exacts  the  pound  officii,  at  an  age,  too,  when  the  sources  of  life  are  so 
dried  up,  that  he  might  venture  to  cut  it  out  without  the  risk  of  drawing  a  drop  of 
blood!" 

Jl  Turk's  Thought  on  Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

A  captain  of  a  trading  ship,  being  not  long  since  in  Constantinople,  lodged  in  the 
louse  of  a  sea-faring  Turk.  One  day  he  observed  to  the  Mussulman  that,  in  all 
tit  walks  through  the  immense  city  of  Constantinople  and  its  suburbs,  he  had  not 
een  any  thing  like  a  Jail  for  imprisonment  of  debtor j.  "  Christian  dog,"  said  the 
lisciplc  of  Mahomet,  "  do  you  suppose  that  we  arc  bo  debased  as  to  copy  the  Naz- 
rine  policy  ?  We  take  care  to  strip  a  debtor  of  all  his  property,  so  far  as  it  will  go 
0  p«>y  his  just  debts;  but  there  we  leave  him ;  we  instantly  turn  him  loose  to  be- 
in  the  world  again.  The  bclieve.-j  in  our  prophet  are  .bovc  shutting  uptheir/eJ- 
;ir  men  in  cages,  in  order  to  persecute,  stai-ve  and  torment  them.  We  make  a 
(sanction  between  a  man  and  a  rat.  I  have  been  in  several  of  the  Nazarine 
Christian]  cities,  and  never  looked  at  a  debtor's  Prison  without  horror,  as  a  place 
rhere  man  to  degraded  to  the  condition  of  a  rat."    Several  American  Papers, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Ralston  of  Philadelphia. 

Fn  answer  to  the  six  first  questions,  he  says,  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  be 
botished. 

The  7th  question,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  30  dayj,  he  does  not  understand. 
The  8th  question,  he  thinks  not. 
The  9th,  the  same. 
The  10th,  the  same. 

The  11th,  he  says,  none,  I  should  hope  in  the  providence  of  God. 
The  12th,*  he  says,  as  the  great  consideration,  divine  approbation. 
The  13th,  he  says,  never,  so  far  as  can  be  recollected. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  signed  Hamilton,  dated  Philadelphia,  March  5, 1880. 

"  The  cruel  effects,  and  the  suffering  resulting  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
almost  universal  inefficacy  in  producing  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  the  creditor, 

ve  for  a  long  time  attracted  public  attention,  and  been  depicted  in  vivid  colors 
different  writers,  in  the  hopo  of  removing  the  evil.    But  improvements  of  every 
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kind,  however  plain  and  palpable,  travel  at  a  snail's  pace,  when  they  have  to  en- 
counter inveterate  prejudice.  It  ha3  often  happened  that  it  required  half  a  centurj 
to  remove  a  crying  evil,  about  which  no  two  enlightened  men  could  for  a  moment  j 
differ  in  opinion ;  and  cases  are  by  no  means  rare,  in  which  half  a  century  has  ; 
been  found  inadequate  for  the  purpose.  The  abuses  of  the  court  of  Chancery  in 
Great  Britain,  and  its  ruinous  delays  of  justice,  almost  equivalent  to  a  denial,  are 
strongly  in  point. 

The  evil  of  imprisonment  for  debt  has  been  somewhat  mitigated  in  some  of  the    .- 
States ;  but  in  others  it  remains  in  all  its  frightful  enormity.     In  this  State,  no    j. 
man,  who  can  gjvo  adcquntj  security  for  his  appearance  at  the  insolvent  court,    : 
need  go  to  Jail.     Ncverthclcsj,  hundreds  arc  sent  to  Jail  for  want  of  security.    Id     _ 
Massachusetts,  a  law  is  in  force,  how  long  1  cannot  tell,  which  prohibits  imprboo-    * 
ment  for  debts  under  five  dollars. 

A  most  astounding  and  revolting  fact  has  been  just  presented  to  the  public  by  ,  . 
the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society,  (one  of  the  most  philanthropic  and  benep-  *— 
cent  societies  in  the  country,)  respecting  the  state  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  ;  - 
city  of  New  York.     It  appears, 

*  On  the  authoritv  of  Sir.  Rowcn,  keeper  of  the  debtor's  apartment  in  that  city,  - 
that  the  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment  [for  debt]  during  the  year  1828,  was  J. 
1035!  The  debts  together  amounted  to  $25,409;  the  damages  to  $302,079!  — 
the  amount  paid  in  Jlnl,  $205 !  which  bean)  to  the  amount  of  actual  debt,  the 
proportion  of  1  to  86 !  and  to  the  amount  of  debts  and  damages,  of  1  to  1313!'—  - 
Fourth  Report,  page  17. 

Probably,  among  the  variety  of  abuses  attendant  on,  and  inseparable  from,  civil 
society,  a  more  monstrous  or  allocking  fact  cannot  be  produced,  or  one  more  at    <■ 
variance  wit'i  our  boasted  civilization.  _ 

The  facts  in  this  connexion  in  our  city  are  not  quite  so  revolting ;  but  they  are    w 
sufficiently  so  to  call  for  a  radical  remedy.     But  a  short  law  of  twenty  lines,  abol*    ■• 
ishing  imprisonment  for  debts  under  five  dollars,  which  might  be  passed  in  three    .= 
davs,  would  remove  some  of  the  most  crying  enormities  of  our  present  system.         — 

^The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  in  the  debtor's  apartment  in  this  city,  fron  j. 
June  6,  1829,  until  February  24,  1830,  was  817,  of  whom  there  were— 

30  whose  debts  were  below  1  dollar. 
233  above  1  and  below  5  dollars. 
174  above  5  and  below  10  dollars. 
140  above  10  and  below  20  dollars. 
142  above  20  and  below  100  dollar?. 

98  above  100  dollars. 


817 
Of  252  of  these  unfortunate  people,  the  debts  were  $663  and  the  costs  $448. 


questioned.  The  Massa- 
chusetts law  is  a  remedy^  plain,  simple,  ami  effectual,  as  to  the  most  grievooJ  ptf* 
tion  of  the  evil ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  be  applied  without  delay. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  such  a  law  would  considerably  diminish  the  poor  rate* 
The  263  persons  above  referred  to,  who.^c  debts  are  below  five  dollars,  are  of  tb* 
class  who  depend  wholly  for  their  own  support,  and  that  of  their  families,  on  their 
labor.  Their  extreme  poverty  precludes  the  idea  of  their  being  able  to  make  any 
provision  for  their  families  during  their  imprisonment ;  and  the  consequence  i?» 
that  that  support,  in  the  interim,  devolves  on  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

HAMILTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  5,  1830. 

P.  S. — The  irrefragable  arguments  of  the  following  resolutions,  unanimously 
adopted  at  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting,  held  in  New  York  on  Tuesday 
last,  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State  and  to  the  public  at 
large  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  all  mankind  are  born  free,  and  with  equal  rights;  that  the 
right  to  life  and  to  personal  liberty  cannot  be  alienated  nor  abridged  by  virtue  of 
any  voluntary  contract. 

44  Resolved,  That  human  life  cannot  be  justly  destroyed,  nor  human  liberty  right 
fully  restrained,  but  for  some  criminal  offence. 
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id,  That  debt,  founded  on  fair  contract,  is  no  crime ;  nor  is  the  non- 
debt,  through  inability  arising  from  involuntary  error  or  misfortune,  a 
fence ;  and  no  person  can  be  justly  '  deprived  of  his  liberty,'  for  the 
at  of  debt  occasioned  by  the  causes  above  mentioned. 
•d,  That  imprisonment  is  punishment,  and,  as  such,  is  inflicted  on  crimi- 
to  imprison  an  honest,  unfortunate,  insolvent  debtor,  is  to  punish  him 
il  or  conviction,  not  for  crime,  but  misfortune,  and  is  unjust  and  oppres- 
my  statute  authorizing  such  cruelty  and  injustice  is  an  unconstitutional 
legislative  power. 

id,  That  to  contract  debt  with  fraudulent  intent,  and  to  evade  by  fraud  u- 
the  payment  of  a  just  debt,  are  criminal  offences ;  and  the  perpetrators 
ht  to  be  punished  '  according  to  the  law  of  the  land/  and  '  due  process 
'.riminal  cases. 

td,  That  the  Constitution  is  the  supreme  « law  of  the  land/  by  virtue  of 
person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  his  crime  unless  on  presentment  or 
of  a  grand  jury  ;*  without  which  '  due  process  of  law/  a  fraudulent 
)ther  criminal  cannot  be  lcjrally  or  justly  *  deprived  of  his  liberty/  or 
juntshed  for  his  crime. 

cd,  That  the  law  authorizing  the  imprisonment  even  of  a  fraudulent 
his  creditor,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been,  and  is  now  done,  is 
a  criminal  to  punishment  at  the  will  of  his  prosecutor,  '  without  pre  - 
>r  indictment  of  a  grand  jury  ;' — without  trial  for  his  alleged  offence  , 
»f  of  his  guilt ;  without  '  the  judgment  of  his  peers/  or  the  sentence  of 
txcrcisin^  criminal  jurisdiction  ;  and,  in  short,  without  any  of  *  the  due 
aw/  to  which  every  criminal  is  entitled,  before  he  can,  *  by  the  law  of 
be  4  deprived  of  his  liberty  ;'  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  several  provis- 
Constitution,  which  are  intended  to  secure  the  personal  liberty  and  the 
cry  criminal  to  a  fair  trial  by  '  a  jury  of  his  peers '  before  he  can  be 
>r  *  deprived  of  any  of  his  rights  and  privileges/  by  reason  of  any  crimi- 

• 

ed,  That  the  law  of  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  be  abolished ;  and 
•  earnestly  invite  our  fellow  citizens,  throughout  this  and  other  States 
c  not  already  repealed  the  law  in  question,  to  unite  and  co-operate  with 
so  of  all  fair  and  lawful  means  to  obliterate  that  foul  blot  which  stains 
)f  our  statute  book,  dishonors  the  character  of  a  free  people,  is  incon- 
i  the  spirit  of  our  republican  institutions,  and  a  reproach  to  the  nation." 

p  a  Letter  from  Thomas  Bradford,  Jun.,  Esq.,  dated  Philadelphia, 

June  12,  1SS0. 

ear  Sir — I  am  of  opinion,  that  imprisonment  for  debt  is  wholly  wrong, 
per  measures  were  adopted  by  legislative  enactment,  might  be  rendered 
'less.     This  remark  answers  the  first  six,  and,  to  some  extent,  all  the 

ct  of  imprisonment  for  debt  is  to  compel  the  debtor  to  pay  what  he  owes. 
olhin£  wherewith  to  pay,  his  imprisonment  prevents  his  acquiring  prop- 
tereby  defeats  the  end  proposed.  To  punish  a  man  because  he  is  unable  to 
le  owes,  seems  to  me  to  be  making  misfortune  a  crime,  seeing  that  this 

pay,  in  many  cases,  arises  from  lossss,  sickness,  want  of  prudence  in 
rid  the  fluctuation  of  trade,  as  well  as  other  causes,  which  are  not  the  re- 
connected with  crime.— Intemperance  is  one  of  the  most  fruitful  causes 
bts,  and  therefore  the  reformation  of  the  lower  classes,  in  this  matter, 
f  the  necessity  of  imprisonment  for  debt  for  small  amounts, 
ad  much  opportunity,  for  many  years,  as  an  Inspector  of  the  Prison,  of 
the  evils  resulting  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  therefore  can  testify 

of  the  whole  system.     The  debtor  becomes  reckless  of  character,  disso- 
lined  in  many  instances,  and  returns  to  society  its  bane  and  curse." 

7in  the  Message  of  his  Excellency  Levi  Lincoln,  Governor  of  Massa- 
'husetts,  dated  Council  Chamber,  Boston,  January  6,  1830. 

lexion  with  the  revision  of  laws  which  relate  to  the  property  of  insolvents, 
i  respect  their  persons  do  not  less  require  examination.    The  claims  of 
lave  long  urged  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  I  cannot, 
lend,  that  the  rigor  of  the  statutes  should,  at  least,  be  ameliorated,  in 
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thli  particular.    The  most  diligent  and  exact  inquiry  has  shown,  that  hat  little 


and  faithful  efforts  to  avoid  it.  This  is  the  true  and  only  purpose  of  the  law ;  and 
any  degree  of  severity  beyond  what  is  necessary  to  accomplish  it,  should  be  dis- 
pensed with.  If  it  was  permitted  to  a  debtor,  when  arrested  on  execution,  instead 
of  being  taken  to  Prison,  to  give  bail  for  his  surrender  at  the  Priam  House  within  a 
prescribed  time,  thurc  to  be  subjected  to  an  examination,  on  oath,  respecting  his 
ability  and  property,  and  to  be  committed  to  clow  custody  if  he  should  be  found  to 
havo  practised  fraud,  or  voluntarily  to  delay  bis  creditor,  the  ends  of  justice  might 
be  as  well  secured  an  un-'er  the  prc.ient  course  of  procedure,  and  the  dictates  of 
benevolence  and  bympa'hy,  and  the  lights  of  humanity,  would  be  reasonably  satis- 
fied. The  general  r.'aU  of  embarrassment  which  now  exists,  and  the  increased 
numltor  of  unfortunate  men  who  arc  suffering  from  the  most  un looked  for  occasions 
of  calamity,  urjrc,  with  redoubled  influence,  at  the  present  time,  to  the  proposed, 
or  some  better,  modification  of  the  ftatutcs." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Charles  Jackson,  dated  Boston,  May  18,  1830. 

*'  ItaAii  Sir — The  only  just  or  reasonable  mo'ivc  for  imprisoning  a  debtor  seems 
'o  be  to  compel  him  to  apply  his  property  to  the  payment  of  his  debts.  If,  there- 
fore, he  is  about  to  abscond,  and  to  remove  his  effects  beyond  the  reach  of  his  credi- 
tor, or  if  ho  fraudulently  secretes  or  withdraws  them,  so  that  they  cannot  be  taken 
by  legal  process,  th?  creditor,  I  think,  ought  to  have  the  power  to  arrest  him,  and 
to  prevent  him,  if  possible,  from  enjoying  at  ease,  or  (-pending  in  luxury,  what  he 
has  thus  unjustly  acquired.  Hut  when  he  is  unable  to  pay  the  debt,  and  has  no 
property  to  he  surrendered  to  his  creditor,  it  is  wholly  useless,  as  well  as  oppressive, 
to  prolong  his  imprisonment  Such  a  measure,  if  considered  as  a  punishment  to 
the  debtor,  is  very  unequal  and  unjust,  as  it  is  inflicted  without  any  regard  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  debt,  and  without  any  distinction  between  a  fraudulent  debtor 
anil  on o  who  it  only  unfortunate.  I  think,  therefore,  that  imprisonment  for  debt 
ought  never  to  be  allowed,  except  in  cases  which  1  consider  fraudulent;  that  is, 
when  tb  j  debtor  fraudulently  or  obstinately  secretes  or  withholds  his  property.  But 
as  it  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  beforehand  what  cases  fall  within  this  description,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  authorize  the  arrest  of  the  debtor,  making  provision,  at  the 
same  time,  for  an  immediate  discharge  of  his  person,  upon  his  surrendering  all  his 
property  that  is  liable  to  attachment. 

If  a  proper  and  convenient  provision  of  this  kind  could  be  made,  it  would  per- 
haps remove  the  principal  objections  to  the  cxis'ing  laws  ;  but  so  long  as  imprison- 
ment for  debt  on  mor.c  process,  and  on  execution,  is  conducted  as  it  now  is,  1  am 
strongly  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  never  to  be  allowed  for  small  debts,  so  as  to 
twach  thd  poorar  cbsi  of  debtors.  It  would  require  more  practical  knowledge  than 
I  possess  on  this  subject,  to  fix  tha  amount  of  debt  for  which  it  ought  to  be  allowed; 
but  1  should  1)0  glad  to  find,  that  it  could  he  limited  to  fifty  dollar*.  When  a  man 
whose  living  depend*  on  his  manual  labor  is  imprisoned  for  a  debt  which  he  is  un- 
able to  p..v,  thero  is  a  loss  to  tho  community,  as  well  as  to  the  debtor  himself,  of 
the  produce  of  tho  labor  which  he  might  have  performed ;  and  the  creditor's  chance 
of  recei-  ins  p-iyir.-nl  is  cf  ccurco  diminished.  If  a  debtor  is  unable  to  pny  $10,  it 
tJdei^H  to  be  the  heij,ht  of  pbsurdity,  as  well  as  cruelty,  to  take  him  from  his  busi- 
n**s,  aivl  to  c\  ii'*  Tiin  him  to  idleness  for  a  time  long  enough  to  have  earned  $20. 

Th?rp  is,  p  :•!•}•.■  p  s  on*,  advantage  in  allowing  imprisonment  for  small  debts;  which 
i*.  that  it  ten  }>-,  to  deter  the  poor  from  contracting  debts;  and  bo  far  as  it  produces 
that  ofilic.;,  I  hclL'v*  that  it  is  highly  useful.  Hut  we  daily  see,  that  this  is  not  an 
effrctu;>1  remedy,  and  that  many  "of  that  clnm  will  get  credit  where  they  can, 
iho'tglt  upon  ter:*:s  most  oppressive  to  thorn-elves.  If  these  persons  were  wholly 
exeiup'ed  from  arrest  and  imprisonment,  they  would  find  it  much  more  difficult  to 
Ket  crci'i*.  than  they  now  do.  This  would  be  beneficial,  not  only  to  themselves,  but 
aJso  to  the  clus*  of  creditors  in  general ;  as  these  latter,  by  giving  less  credit,  would 
•  robably.  on  tho  whole,  hvo  1cm  than  thev  do  under  the  cxis'ing  laws. 

Am  to  the  duration  of  imprisonment,  if  allowed  at  all,  I  should  suppose  30  dayi 
much  more  than  would  be  commonly  necessary.  All  that  must  be  required  is 
time  enough  for  the  debtor  to  ma'-n  out  a  statement  of  his  property,  and  to  surren- 
der or  convey  it  to  tho  person  cfosignated  in  the  law,  and  to  undergo  an  examina- 
tion, an  oath,  as  to  the  truth  of  that  statement.    I  see  no  objection  to  allowing  a 
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discharge,  upon  these  terms,  from  arrest  on  mesne  process,  as  well  as  on  execution. 
It  would  further  tend  to  prevent  abuses  in  this  respect,  if  arrest  on  mesne  process 
were  allowed  for  debt  only,  or  for  injuries  to  property,  that  arc  susceptible,  in  some 
dqpee,  of  a  precise  estimation ;  to  the  exclusion  of  all  cases  of  mere  personal 
wrongs,  and  of  claims  for  unliquidated  and  uncertain  wrongs. 

if  imprisonment  for  debt  is,  as  J  think  it  is,  useless,  when  used  merely  to  compel 
the  surrender  of  property,  which  ought  to  be  applied  to  discharge  the  debt,  it  fol- 
lows that,  in  other  cases,  a  Christian  cannot,  with  a  good  conscience,  make  use  of 
this  process  either  against  a  fellow  Christian  or  an  inhdel." 

Letter  from  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  dated  Washington,  May  2, 1830. 

"Sir — I  have  received  your  letter  of  th«  19th  of  April,  asking  my  opinion  upon 
several  questions,  all  relative  to  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  express  my  general  opinions  on  that  interesting  subject,  although  they 
w»  not  so  matured  as  to  be  entitled  to  influence  other  men's  judgments.  The  ex- 
isting laws,  I  think,  call  loudly  for  revision  and  amendment.  Your  first  four  ques- 
tion* seek  to  know  what  I  think  of  imprisonment  for  small  sums.  I  am  decidedly 
tgain^t  it ;  1  would  carry  the  exemption  to  debts  of  thirty  or  forty  dollars,  at  least. 
Individual  instances  of  evil  or  hardship  might,  I  am  aware,  follow  from  such  a 
change;  but  1  am  persuaded  the  general  result  would  be  favorable,  in  a  high  de- 
cree, to  industry,  sobriety,  and  good  morals,  as  well  as  to  personal  liberty. 

You  a*k,  in  the  next  place,  what  I  think  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  any  case 
where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud.  Certainly  1  am  of  opinion  that  there  should 
be  no  imprisonment  for  debt,  where  it  appears  that  no  fraud  has  been  practised,  or 
intended,  either  in  contracting  the  debt  or  in  omitting  to  pay  it.  But,  then,  it 
*eems  to  me,  that,  when  a  man  doe*  not  fulfil  a  lawful  promise,  he  ought  to  show 
his  inability,  and  to  show  also  that  his  own  conduct  has  been  fair  and  hone -it.  He 
f.-ught  not  to  be  allowed  merely  to  say  he  cannot  pay,  and  th?n  to  call  on  the  cred- 
itor to  prove  that  his  inability  is  pretended  or  fraudulent.  He  ought  to  show  why 
he  does  not  and  cannot  fulfil  his  contract,  an  1  to  give  reasonable  evidence  that  he 
has  not  acted  fraudulently ;  and,  this  being  done,  his  person  ought  to  be  held  no 
longer.  In  the  fin«t  place,  the  creditor  is  entitled  to  the  oath  of  his  debtor,  and,  in 
the  next  place,  to  satisfactory  explanation  of  any  tuspicious  circumstances. 

There  are  two  sorts  of  fraud,  either  of  which,  when  proved,  ought  to  prevent  a 
liberation  of  the  person,  viz:  fraud  in  rontnirlin?  the  debt,  and  fraud  in  concealing, 
or  making  way  with,  the  mean*  of  payment.  And  the  usual  provisions  of  the  bank- 
rupt act  ought  to  be  added,  that  no  on?  should  be  discharged,  who  is  proved  to  have 
lost  money  in  any  species  of  gaming ;  and  1  should  include,  in  this  class,  all  adven- 
tvrersin  lotteries.  Having  tendered  his  own  oath,  and  mado  just  explanation  of 
any  circumstances  of  suspicion,  if  there  be  such,  and  not  having  lost  money  by 
giming,  the  debtor  ought  to  be  discharged  at  once;  which  answers  another  of 
your  questions;  for  the  detention  of  thirty  days  before  the  oath  can  be  taken,  ap- 
pears to  me  wholly  useless 

You  are  pleased  to  as';  whether,  in  my  judgment,  Christians  can,  with  a  good 
conscience,  imprison,  either  other  Christian*,  or  infidels.  He  would  be  very  little 
at  a  Christian,  I  think,  who  should  ma!;c  a  difference,  in  such  a  case,  and  be  willing 
to  use  a  degree  of  severity  towards  Jew  or  tlreek,  which  he  would  not  use  towards 
oce  of  his  own  faith.  Whether  comoientiou*  men  can  imprison  any  body  fur  debt, 
whom  they  do  not  believe  dishonest  or  fraudulent,  is  a  question  which  every  man, 
while  the  law  allows  such  imprisonment,  must  decide  for  himself.  In  answer  to 
your  inquiry,  whether  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  u«c  such  coercion,  in  regard  to 
•L'bts  of  my  own,  I  have  to  say.  that  I  never  imprisoned  any  man  for  my  own  debt, 
under  any  circumstances;  nor  have  I,  in  five  and  twenty  year-*'  professional  prac- 
tice, ever  recommended  it  to  other*,  except  in  ras»*  where  there  was  manifest 
proof,  or  violent  and  unexplained  suspicion,  of  intentional  fraud. 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  my  dear  sir.  as  it  is  now  practised,  is,  in  ray  judgment,  a 
«reat  evil;  and,  it  seems  to  me,  an  effectual  remedy  for  the  larger  part  of  the  evil 
»  obvious.  Nineteen  twentieth*  of  the  whole  of  it  would  be  relieved,  in  my  opin- 
ion, if  imprisonment  for  small  debts  were  to  be  abolished.  That  object  I  believe  to 
be  attainable;  and  to  its  attainment,  I  think,  the  main  a  t  re  n  lion  of  those  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  subject  should  be  directed.  Small  credits  arc  often  given,  on  the 
confidence  of  being  able  to  collect  the  debt  by  the  terrors  of  the  Jail :  great  ones, 
seldom  or  never. 

E2 
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Three  simple  provisions  would  accomplish  all,  in  my  opinion,  that  may  be  con- 
rfdered  as  absolutely  required  to  a  just  state  of  the  law,  respecting  imprisonment  far 
debt  in  Massachusetts. 

1.  That  no  imprisonment  should  be  allowed,  when  the  debts,  exclusive  of  costs, 
did  not  amount  to  $30. 

3.  That  there  should  be  no  necessity  of  imprisonment  for  thirty  days,  as  prelimi- 
nary to  taking  the  poor  debtor's  oath ;  nor  any  longer  detention  than  such  as  b  ne- 
cessary to  give  parties  notice,  and  lime  to  prepare  for  examination ;  and  that  a  con- 
venient number  of  magistrates,  in  every  county,  should,  for  the  purpose  of  adminis- 
tering the  oaths,  be  appointed  by  the  government;  and  that  such  magistrates 
should  be  clothed  with  such  further  powers  as  might  be  thought  expedient,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  ihe  fairnesj  or  fraud  of  the  debtor's 
conduct. 

ft.  That  in  cases  where  the  debtor  had  been  discharged,  if  the  creditor  would 
make  oath  to  newly  discovered  evidence,  proving  original  fraud,  or,  to  his  belief, 
that  the  debtor  had  subsequently  received  property,  and  concealed  or  withheld  the 
name  from  his  credttocs,  it  should  bo  competent  to  such  creditor  to  have  investiga- 
tion of  such  charge,  and,  if  made  out,  to  have  execution  against  the  person,  and  if 
not  made  out,  that  the  creditor  should  pay  the  cost  of  the  proceeding. 

Other  provisions  might  doubtlcsj  be  useful ;  but  if  these  three  alone  could  be  ob- 
tained, they  would,  in  a  great  measure,  clear  the  Jails  of  debtors,  and  give  general 
satisfaction,  1  have  no  doubt,  to  creditors. 

I  ought  to  add  that  the  imprisonment  of  females  in  the  common  Jails,  for  mere 
debt,  is  a  barbarism  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  Instances  of  such  imprison- 
ment, though  rare,  do  yet  romctimes  occur,  under  circumstances  that  shock  ctery 
humane  mind.  In  this  respect,  the  law  ought,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  altogether 
reformed." 

Extract  from  Dr.  Charming' s  Election  Sermon. 

"1  am  shocked  at  the  Imprisonment  of  the  honest  debtor,  and  the  legislation. 
Which  allows  the  creditor  to  play  the  tyrant  over  an  innocent  man,  would  disgrace, 
I  think,  a  barbarous  ago  I  am  not  less  shocked  by  the  impunity  with  which  crim- 
inal insolvents  continually  escape,  and  by  the  lenity  of  the  community  towards 
these  transgressors  of  its  most  essential  laws." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard,  dated  Boston,  Sept.  10, 1S8C. 

"My  Dear  Sir — The  professional  business  in  which  I  have  been  engaged,  has 
not  been  such  as  to  call  my  particular  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  imprisonment 
of  the  poor  for  debt.  But,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  the  arrest  of  poor 
per-'ons,  for  sums  under  fifty  dollars,  is  highly  injurious,  in  its  operation,  to  both 
debtors  and  creditors.  The  expenses  connected  with  it  are  considerable  ;  the  loss 
of  time  on  the  part  of  the  debtor  is  great;  and  the  habits  contracted  or  confirmed 
arc  usually  of  the  most  detrimental  nature,  both  to  the  man  and  his  family.  It  is 
my  desire  to  have  the  law,  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debts  under  fifty  dollars, 
repealed,  and  the  whole  system  modified.  For  one,  I  should  be  well  pleased  with 
tho  experiment.  Imprisonment  is  a  punishment ;  and  is  it  reasonable  that  any  nan 
should  be  punished  without  at  least  clear  primA  facie  evidence  of  crime  ?  To  de- 
fraud men  of  their  property,  by  'injustly  detaining  what  is  due  to  them,  is,  I  admit, 
criminal  in  the  person  thus  detaining ;  and  such  criminality  may  lawfully  be  pun- 
ished by  imprisonment.  But  where  the  debtor  has  no  property  to  dettin,  and  lias 
contracted  his  debts  in  the  common  course  of  business,  why  should  he  be  punished 
with  imprisonment  ?  My  own  opinion  is,  that  no  person  should  be  arretted  on 
me:me  process  in  a  civil  action,  unless  upon  affidavit  for  sufficient  cause,  shown  be- 
fore some  competent  person,  authorized  to  administer  the  oath,  and  whose  duty  it 
shall  l>e  to  judge  whether  the  case  stated  in  the  affidavit  comes  within  the  provis- 
ion! of  the  law ;  and  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  person  thus  arrested,  as  also 
when  taken  on  execution,  should  be  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  as  soon  as 
the  creditor,  or  his  attorney,  can  be  no'ified  to  attend,  if  it  be  found  on  his  examina- 
tion that  he  is  destitute  of  property.  I  am  not  prepared  to  express  a  decided  opin- 
ion in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  every  case,  but  should 
prefer,  in  the  firtt  instance,  a  modification  of  the  existing  law*,  with  a  view,  if 
found  beneficial,  to  the  final  change  of  the  whole  system.     With  these  views,  I 
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nuy  add  tliat,  except  on  just  suspicion  of  fraudulent  conduct,  at  the  time  of  con- 
traciinj!  the  debt,  or  in  fraudulently  conceding  property  to  avoid  payment  of  the 
del>;,  1  think  no  man  or  Christian  is  warranted  in  imprisoning  the  person  of  his  I'd 
low  man  or  Christian  I  >  rot  her. 

With  the  ssiuccrest  gratitude  for  your  benevolent  exertions,  unci  with  the  export- 
ation that  your  labors  will  be  still  mora  and  more  Meat,  in  ameliorating  the  coudi- 
Uju  of  the  wretclied  inhabitants  of  our  Juil-*  and  Prison?,  1  am,  dear  fir,  with  the 
greatest  regard,  fcic." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hun.  Edward  Everett,  dated  Chariest  oicn,  Mtiss.,  4th 

Sept.,  1S3C. 

"Dkar  Sir — I  have  duly  received  your  letter,  requesting  my  opinion  oi»  ".  v- 
eral  subjects  connected  willi  imprisonment  for  debt,  J  must  leave  it  to  tho*c  b»-;- 
ter  acquainted  with  the  practical  effect  of  the  existing  laws',  to  make  a  diseih  iin  - 
uon  bciweiii  the  operation  of  the«e  luw  \  in  refc-eiice  to  *.hv  d'fft  rent  .%."?/;.**  ;.i 
havj  iu:.:0(l.  :\"v  view  cf  lie  .-ubj^ct  re;:'i/e;  no  -u.-li  diyrin.iiriron.  Hut  v.\"c 
1  obliged  to  j-iv.:  ii  Sjifciri:?  an -we/  to  y.vii"  <i  r.-t  qu-.-^ion,  '  VVh.it  do  you  ti  si.!:  <.f 
ii;.p."i«:uni(:iit  lcr  debt  lor  -inns  hi*  t!.:::  on  ■  do!!  :r  ?*  1  -houM  -  iy,  I  thin1;  it  a  dis- 
grace to  the  co'-iiiiuiiity  usVro  it  is  lo'tr.iUd:  an!  ir-.it  a  pir.-on,  who  w.>.:' !  de- 
prive a  fjllow  creature  of  bit  iV  :"\  for  inanity  to  pay  llmt  vsri:.  o''-.ri.«  ]-ii>.s*-li'  to 
te  ?.-nl  to  the  State'*  l-Visi'i.  .ill  In-  ?.:id  learned  humanity,  f.-r  rather  to  lh»;  !n..uno 
lio  piul.  l  1 1  i  h'j  wa<  re-to.vi  to  h  i-jii. 

Bui  I  ouj:iii  lo  scfoll-f*.  t'l't  ••".  :i*.  -;irh  i;j.ps'isoni':K-nt  ha*  rf^■:,  f'Micrizcd  by  Jin.: 
Ii»*  of  otir  an-.\  .r.r  ro-w-A'irv:  !''■,  i::il  \*  i.  >w  ;••!!}:!  rr/ed  by  :be  I  jW"  and  d:i!y 
pr.ic.icre  «f>onie  of.be  «iv.-r  *'  '  *  ■:  ;;n-l  t!  t  individual-'  an*  no»  jn  -fly  c>r-ir;j«.,a.,!o 
with  the  iniquity  «".!"  »  y-U-ij  o-;.-.r.l;«dicd  by  th"  lv.v  of  ihe  land,  :«nd  ■  ■.•.■'.'■•sorn.-d  by 
cu«tom.  It  is  (■!: :  of  ihe  "\jr-st  i-:?'vt>  of  K-a-1  \u\\*.  th-t  ibey  r:ir.-'p!  pV.'ie  '••■ii  ;- 
inent. 

it  is  ?-iJ  to  h:v-^  he>n  rn-  inrked.  bv  the  venerable  Attorn'*v-Oerier:»l  of  .he  *"n*:i- 
nouweil'.h.  on  ne«\iV;on  nf  ;he  !•■•♦  *  "-i;:l  at  S  ili.-in.  that  it  wa<  to  1  e  r««i  retted  tS'.al 
the  C'i.i:«..ion  1  \v  hid  n.jt,  by  ih"  -".-ti*.1  of  1  Ann.  be  n  !  ro-".*h?  -i  M'.*1  ■■  nearer  to 
common  s.n".'.  in  r«-ltT-*:i"«*  t-:i  the  tri'.d  uf  *'*'*  Ci  r'\-:-  ■«   bcr.rv   ihe   f.-ir  i'rlion   of  a 

firinris)^'.     1   f  *a;-  ;her?  i«*  to  •  *rre.it  rei:«in  to  iMv.  !:.;t  v. •"  liv.-  : nd'.T  a  ■■v*,.kiii  '«f 
aw-i.  tou?"-!irr:  me  reii:l<-.:ii  nf  de-.lor  an-'   cr.""  '•'  r.  uv'-:'y  it  v-.    r.  »  .'.  r  !.!••  ••.jf'i 
c.;:if:mn  y-o-n  ^.  h'i:  •:..•'!•  mon  !-«i!:i:iti:?v. 

Alliiui  ;li  \'t\:.\  •  nt.'.y  r.e  'unii-'^-il  with  in^o'v-.-i:'  y.  yl  -i---,]  -"-y  ;-  i:  ,*  of  i'.- 
s.*il  a  crira".  \Vher-:  Ir..n  !  !i.i-»  be-  •)  f?r  i-i.ir-ud.  !.-  *);••[  !  -.  l.  ;  :.*  i:  !i  ■■!  ■  ■  .  t 
luil-r  !i  i.O' vu  I  :w<.  an  :  :»'iri>:.p  !,  I  .'-re  nol  l:r,w  ^«  ...rrdv.  ro  b>;  :  >■•::  t.*'  :>  .  ,u 
un!  bit'.anity '..r»- i.o*  ;i' -_cd.  ?5»i?  ii.  li!i*.y  :•..  n.;-'-.-  '-  •!  '  I*  i  ;  ?  •  t.  <,'■*' 
cf  erii-ie.  It  "« >y.  an  i  f -f'» :«  »io«-.  ^«/  -  ■  rr.i .,  '':•  ■•  • :"  s".^ '.  i-  ■  '  •:  ;  -r,  j:.  .11 
i:-  iVrin-.  A  s-i-ir:  »::jv  I  ir.'or..1  in*  dv.-s  ■  in  ■  :,  •■■!  :  ■■/*:■  :.  ■  :  j  -vr  •■"  .  a 
l.'.W  ,i  bi-i  .-:■:■?  .n   po:.iti-':ii  »■!..! ::r.-      •'" ■ '";?»  •:  ';• .  '  .        .i-.  '•    ■'.■'':  >  r.  }  -Ii 

wJk»;|v  pro.-:;    r .»■.:«  in  !  '-  o-..si  ■■•    i».   ...  be  ::.  ;.  \»:  \:-.        .  ■"*  ::;    !      :>:.  ■:"'-'■•'    • 

-I-r.      I";     }...    r-y      i.r"     .;.-  *.:-.V   >f  ?»!    <- •       >1     ;•<-.    •    .      il:"      I;:       •■'•.•.-    I,    :       -t  )..-  u'tllV    - 

u'-ri1.  nrv'ii.  c!  ir.   :riy  .:'  '.'.-      v.   y  .  :-   .  .  .■!        ;,    ."■'■  '  '     -•■•',        '•■  rr.  ■-•:'. 

S»;i..j-;  ,i  «-■•«.  '■'.    iV    .«r:-  *  ■  \y  ■■•   .   !.  v.  •■  M   ■•■     j  ■     -r  -:  ■•»  ;!  :    ■  • .  .-  =.  -:-i;i  r .-.' 
i\T£\m':.r  -\  v    -.r-?,  ii".-*    :-:',-  .'-.W::.     ?  '.  .1!  1-    ;      .-.'«    T.-'-'";     _.     '...-■    .       V   ".  .  t  'A  ■»  .••., 

:*it./:  :r.r  ••»  T:-.-.!- !-.  :.:  'ir,  :y  :  *.v..   i  .:  'v.       _:     ;•  •         ■'■*.•.    -,■■■•  m  -  :n     ■     ".-.•■•. 
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would  rather  lote  the  joint  of  a  finger,  or  submit  to  a  few  turns  of  a  thumb-screw 
in  private,  than  he  shut  up  in  the  wards  of  a  Jail. 

Fortunately  lor  the  credit  of  the  country  at  large*  though  to  the  discredit  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, our  law  on  this  subject  is  behind  the  legislation  of  the  majority  of  the 
States.  Very  few  States  in  the  Union  deem  so  lightly  of  the  value  of  the  blessinp 
which  they  secure  to  their  citizens,  as  to  allow  an  individual  to  deprive  his  neigh- 
bor of  his  liberty,  for  thirty  days,  for  a  debt  of  five  dollars. 

When  the  enormity  and  scandal  of  such  legislation  are  considered,  we  can  only 
wonder  that  it  can  subsist  for  a  day  in  a  community  where  the  people  make  the 
laws,  especially  when  we  inquire  what  class  of  society  is  benefited  by  them. 
Creditors  are  not  greatly  benefited,  as  is  notorious  from  the  facts  stated  in  the  last 
Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society.  In  a  report  made  to  a  meeting  of  gentle- 
men assembled  in  Boston,  a  year  or  two  since,  to  consider  this  subject,  it  is  stated 
that, '  within  the  last  twenty  years,  the  costs  that  have  accrued  in  suits  against 
insolvents  have  amounted  to  more  than  one  million  of  dollars.' 

It  surely  cannot  be  the  interest  or  the  wish  of  the  mass  of  the  people  to  lay  such 
a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  pockets  of  those  benefited  by  the  prosecution  of 
petty  debts. 

Considered  in  connexion  with  the  public  good,  and  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  the 
facts  disclosed  in  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  present 
matter  of  reflection  painfully  important  Seventy-five  thousand  freemen,  in  these 
United  States,  it  is  estimated,  are  annually  subjected,  under  the  existing  laws,  to 
the  infamous  punishment  of  a  Prison !  And  the  costs  and  damages  exceed,  in  many 
cases,  the  amount  of  the  debts  for  which  they  are  imprisoned ! 

There  are  several  governments  called  despotic,  where  no  such  outrage  on  reason 
and  humanity  is  tolerated.  That  it  is  submitted  to  in  this  community,  is  a  proof 
how  much  practical  oppression  a  people  will  endure,  who  enjoy,  in  theory,  the 
power  of  providing  a  remedy.  The  acts  of  the  British  government,  which  drove 
our  fathers  to  arms,  were  infinitely  less  grievous  than  the  laws  in  question.  Nor  is 
there  any  question  of  national  or  party  politics,  that  now  excites  the  sensibility  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  which  so  much  concerns  them  as  this  subject,  in 
regard  to  which  so  great  an  apathy  prevails. 

Harsh,  however,  as  the  expression  may  sound,  if  the  people,  possessing  the 
means  of  a  perfect  and  instant  remedy  in  their  hands,  will  not  apply  it,  they  ought 
to  suffer.  Were  it  not  that  the  unfortunate  class  who  suffer  most — the  poor  and 
friendless — are  unable  effectually  to  make  their  wishes  felt,  and  their  rights  respect- 
ed, nothing  would  need  to  be  said.  A  fortnight's  time  devoted,  to  the  subject  by 
the  General  Court,  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  enact  a  statute  which  would  bring 
the  law  nearer  to  humanity  and  reason ;  and,  if  the  people  wish  for  such  a  statute, 
it  is  very  easy  to  make  their  wish  known  and  respected. 

Wishing  entire  success  to  all  judicious  exertions  to  effect  this  end,  I  remain,  &c.** 

Extract  of  a  Jitter  from  H.  W.  Dwight,  M.  C,  dated  Washington,  D.  C, 

May  10, 1830 

"  My  Dear  Sir — My  answer  to  your  6th  question  supersedes  a  reply  to  all  that 
precede  it. 

I  think  '  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  every  case  in  which  there  is  no  evidence  of 
fraud,'  but  a  relic  of  the  barbarou*  ages.  I  do  not  know  what  a  Christian  might  do 
with  a  Christian  or  an  infidel.  I  fear  too  little  of  Christianity  enters  into  any  of  the 
concerns  of  common  life.  No  '  benefits  result  from  continuing,  and  no  evils  would 
result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt.' 

I  have  never  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  a  debt  due  to  me  personal- 
ly, and  whenever,  in  fifteen  years'  practice,  I  have  done  so  for  a  client,  I  have  al- 
ways found  it  would  have  been  better  not  to  have  done  so." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Samuel  A.  Eliot,  dated  Boston,  April  80, 1830. 

"  I  consider  imprisonment  for  debt,  under  the  present  regulations,  in  all  cases  in- 
judicious, as  a  means  of  recovery ;  of  an  obvious  tendency  to  produce  cruelty  on  the 
one  side,  and  vice  on  the  other;  disproportioned  to  the  offence,  where  no  fraud  is 
impu'ed,  and,  where  it  is,  of  a  vindictive  rather  than  a  correcting  nature ;  and  it  is, 
therefore,  a  punishment  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  unworthy  of  countenance  in  a 
community  calling  itself  Christian.  I  think  great  benefits  would  be  experienced 
or,  at  least,  great  evils  avoided,  by  the  abolition,  or  essential  modification,  of  the 
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present  mode  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  provided  some  other  punishment  were  sub- 
stituted in  iU  place ;  though  1  should  fear  its  abolition,  without  rome  substitute, 
would  only  add  to  the  evils  already  existing  in  society.  So  far  from  finding  it  nec- 
csary  to  imprison  any  one  for  debt  to  myself,  I  should  think  myself  very  ill  em- 
ployed with  a  view  to  my  own  interest,  and  much  more  so  in  a  moral  view,  in  con- 
fining tho.se  who  owe  me  much  larger  sunn  than  any  you  have  named  in  your 
questiom,  which  they  are  now  unable  to  pay.  I  consider  my  only  chance  of  recov- 
ery is  in  allowing  them  to  pursue  their  occupations." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Artcmas  JVard,  dated  Boston,  June  21,  1830. 

•'My  Dear  Sir — To  imprison  a  debtor,  either  Christian  or  heathen,  believer  or 
infidel,  where  there  was  no  fault  or  fraud  on  his  part,  and  whose  inability  to  pay 
arose  wholly  from  misfortunes,  which  human  prudence  and  a  reasonable  me  of  his 
faculties  could  not  guard  him  agaimt,  be  his  debt  one,  ten,  or  ten  thousand  dolhrs, 
in  my  mind,  would  he  unjust,  cruel,  inhuman,  and  unchristian.     A  debtor  who  is 
without  fault  ought  to  be  exempt  from  suffering,  disgrace,  or  punishment;  und  a 
fraudulent,  unfair,  dishonest  debtor  outfit  not  to  escape  without  being  punished 
according  to  the  aggravation  of  his  offence.     Unless  some  penalty  is  annexed  to 
dishonest  insolvency,  people  will  be  induced  to  buy  en  credit,  and  live  on  the  limit 
of  the  labor  of  others,  rather  than  to  earn  something  themselves.     Nothing  is  n.  ore 
frequent,  even  as  the  law  now  is,  than  for  a  debtor,  who  has  numerous  meritorious 
creditors,  and  has  reduced  his  property  by  living  above  his  income,  or  incautious 
speculations,  so  that  he  cannot  pay  them  all,  to  convey  all  his  property  in  trust  to 
some  favorite  creditors,  and  set  all  other  creditors  at  dcliance,  offering  them  noth- 
ing, unless  they  will  take  a  small  per  cent,  of  their  debt,  and  discharge  the  whole. 
A  failure  in  business,  and  paying  a  fmall  part,  or  nothing,  of  what  one  owes,  is  too 
lightly  considered,  in  the  estimation  of  the  community  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  instances  are  increased  on  that  account.     Bankruptcy  is  viewed  very  different- 
ly, new,  from  what  it  was  in  the  days  of  our  Puritan  ancestors,  who,  though  they 
might  not  be  as  well  informed  as  the  present  generation,  possessed  as  much  moral 
purity,  as  to  mine  and  thine.     The  elder  President  Adams,  in  his  Novanglus,  page 
1th.  speaking  of  the  days  of  1701,  says,  'At  that  time,  bankruptcy  was  infamous; 
now  [1819]  it  is  scarcely  disgraceful.'     Bankruptcy,  arising  from  the  causes  which 
often  produce  it,  at  all  times*  and  in  all  countries,  ought  to  lie  infamous ;  but  when 
it  arises  from  misfortune*,  it  ought  not  to  be  even  disgraceful.     An  unfortunate  man 
ought  to  be  aided  and  pitied,  not  punished  or  disgraced. 

In  answer  to  your  question, '  whether  I  have  ever  found  it  necessary  to  imprison 
a  man  for  a  debt  due  to  me  personally/  I  say,  in  the  course  of  more  than  forty  years 
of  active  business,  with  a  great  number  of  persons,  but  one  only  has  been  commit- 
ted to  Prison,  by  my  orders  for  a  debt  due  to  myself;  and  that  took  place  about 
twenty  years  since.  My  debtor,  in  that  instance,  having  been  accommodated  with 
a  loan  of  upwards  of  $14,000,  and  having  never  received  from  n.o  any  thing  but 
kindness  and  favors,  was  chargeable  with  the  blackest  ingratitude,  the  gros?eht  per- 
fidy and  deception,  and  deserved  a  punishment  much  more  severe  than  the  law 
enabled  mc  to  inflict. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  E.  P. 

•'  Dear  Sir — I  would  answer  all  your  inquiries,  from  1  to  10,  by  observing,  in 
the  general,  that  imprisonment  is  punishment ;  that  punishment,  if  deserved,  im- 
plies previous  crime  ;  that  poverty  is,  in  it^If,  no  crime  ;  nor  does  inability  to  piy  a 
just  debt  necessarily  imply  crime  ;  consequently,  imprisonment,  merely  on  account 
of  T.ich  inability,  is  unjust  and  wrong.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  the  di-Mor  has 
committed  a  crime,  let  him  be  punished  for  his  crime,  and  according  to  his  de«erts; 
but  l.-'t  him  not  be  punished  for  what  may  be  i.ierely  his  misfortune.  I  have  n-rvcr 
in:  p. -formed  a  person  for  debt,  and  I  trust  I  never  shall.  Connected  with  the  al-ol:- 
tion  of  imprisonment  for  mere  debt,  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  or  crime,  I 
can  think  of  no  evil-*  worth  mentioning.  What  evils  can  result  from  the  stop  of  pal- 
pable injus'ice  ?  The  poor,  it  is  true,  would  find  it  more  diffirnl!  to  con'rart  dcUs ; 
but  this  (though  it  might  sometimes  straiten  them)  would  not  ultimately  injure  them.'* 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  P.,  dated  Boston,  May  6,  1830. 
«•  To  the  seven  first  of  the  question*  proposed  in  your  circular  of  the  19th  ul!.,  I  say, 
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at  once,  I  think  it  all  bad,  impolitic,  unrighteous,  inhuman,  unchristian ;  that  ill 
imprisonment  for  debt,  not  for  fraud, — for  that  is  another  matter, — is  as  great  a  vio- 
lation of  natural  right  as  slave  dealing." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  T.,  dated  Boston,  April  24,  1830. 

"  Simple  debt  is  not  a  crime,  and  is  not  justly  punishable.  It  may  be  an  indiscreet, 
or  a  foolish  act,  or  it  may  be  a  very  wise  and  proper  one.  Nor  do  1  suppose,  that 
one  who  prosecutes  a  debtor  would  attempt  to  vindicate  the  principle,  that  a 
debtor,  merely  as  such,  is  to  be  punished,  or,  rather,  no  Legislature  would  recognise 
this  principle  in  a  law.  It  is  supposed,  1st,  that  the  debt  was  fraudulently  contract- 
ed, or,  2dly,  if  not  fraudulently  contracted,  that  payment  is  withheld,  when  it  might 
be  made  ?  Now,  either  of  these  suppositions  may  in  many  cases  be  a  (act.  Hero, 
then,  as  I  imagine,  is  the  ground  on  which  imprisonment  for  debt  is  justified,  aod 
on  which  it  is  legalized.  1  he  question  then  arises,  How  far  does  the  imprisoning 
system  either  check  this  fraud,  or  secure  payment  where  it  would  not  otherwise  be 
made  ?  I  have  no  doubt  whether,  to  a  certain  extent,  it  conduces  to  each  of  these 
ends.     But  1  have  also  no  doubt  whether  it  produces  very  far  more  fraud  than  il 

{irevents ;  nor  do  1  doubt  whether  there  are  ten  unjust  and  wicked  imptisonments 
or  small  debts,  to  one  where  the  debtor  would  pay  his  debts  if  he  could.  I  have 
seen  much* of  the  misery  which  this  imprisonment  for  small  debts  brings  upon  the 
poor,  and  of  the  cruel  injustice  with  which  the  law,  in  this  respect,  bears  upon  the 
laboring  class  of  our  population.  I  have  known  a  respectable  mechanic,  for  exam- 
ple, imprisoned  for  a  debt  of  $5,  contracted  by  his  family  at  a  grocer's,  while  he  was 
himself  very  ill;  and  he  was  sent  to  Jail  for  that  debt,  when  he  not  only  was  with- 
out a  shilling,  but  his  family  was  wanting  bread  because  he  was  not  able  to  work ; 
and  another  for  a  debt  of  $5  or  $6,  contracted  by  purchasing  certain  tools ;  each  of 
whom,  I  believe,  would  most  readily  have  paid  what  he  owed,  if  he  had  pos3esjed 
the  means  of  doing  it.  But  not  only  so,  I  have  known  a  poor  man  sent  to  Jail  for 
a  small  debt,  by  one  who  paid  his  board  there,  for  a  more  secure  enjoyment  of 
vicious  intercourse  in  his  family ! 

1  look,  however,  beyond  particular  facts  to  first  principles  on  this  subject.  I  sup- 
pose, 1st,  that  debt,  in  a  community,  will  be  proportioned  to  the  facility  with  which 
credit  can  be  obtained.  2d.  Credit  can  be  obtained,  in  a  community,  in  proportion 
as  those,  who  have  money  to  lend,  or  goods  to  sell,  upon  truBt,  can  feel,  that,  in 
case  of  danger  to  their  property,  they  can  distress  the  debtor.  Sdly.  Does  not  this  very 
facility  of  obtaining  credit,  therefore,  grow  out  of  debtor  laws  ?  I  think  it  does.  Do 
not  far  the  greater  number  of  bankruptcies  grow  out  of  the  credits  artificially  pro- 
duced and  upheld  ?  This,  I  suspect,  is  true.  How  far  does  the  dread  of  imprison- 
ment check  the  debtor  in  contracting  debts  ?  I  think  little.  And  I  hare  no  doubt 
whether  it  leads  him  tenfold  to  increase  his  deception  to  delude  his  creditor. 
What  effect,  also,  has  imprisonment  itself  upon  the  debtor  ?  1  believe  the  worst. 
I  would  not  have  a  man  imprisoned  for  simple  debt  of  any  amount.  But  if  this 
must  be,  let  the  lowest  sum,  for  which  imprisonment  is  allowed,  be  one  hundred 
dollars.  Many,  now  living  on  small  credits,  cut  off  from  this  resource,  would  then 
be  industrious.  The  seller,  suffering  fewer  losses,  would  then  afford  to  sell  cheaper. 
An  immense  amount  ot  decep'ion  would  be  prevented.  Abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  you  will  make  credit  to  depend  on  character,  as  it  now  does  not  It  will 
not  be  so  easily  obtained  as  it  now  is.  A  security  of  property  will  therefore  be 
felt  far  greater  than  is  upon  the  present  system.  And  if  virtue  itself  would  not  be 
promoted,  which  I  do  not  grant,  very  much  of  vice  would  be  prevented." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  A.  R. 

"  My  Dear  Sir — The  incarceration  of  the  body  by  judicial  process,  in  case  of 
mental  sanity,  I  can  regard  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  punishment.  There  may 
be  individuals,  in  the  mo3t  abject  clashes  of  society,  who  would  not  regard  it  as 
such.  To  all  others,  it  is  a  most  severe  affliction  to  be  torn  from  their  home  and 
friends,  deprived  of  liberty  and  the  light  of  heaven,  and  immured  within  the  walls 
of  a  Prison.  Now,  a  severe  punishment  is  the  reward,  not  of  misfortune,  nor  of  the 
slighter  degrees  of  heedlessness  or  negligence,  hut  of  critne.  To  deserve  imprison- 
ment, therefore,  a  person  must  have  committed  some  crime,  either  against  the 
State  or  against  an  individual ;  or,  if  the  crime  has  not  been  actually  committed, 
there  mu<t  be  good  evidence  that  it  is  premeditated,  and  that  it  can  be  prevented 
in  no  other  and  better  way. 
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Hence  I  hare  believed  that  the  imprisonment  of  the  debtor  is  justifiable  only  in 
cases  of  dishonesty  or  fraud.  The  fraud  or  dishonesty  may  have  appeared  in  the 
act  of  contracting  the  debt;  in  giving  false  security;  in  evading  or  delaying  the 
payment ;  in  conveying  away  or  secreting  property  which  might  satisfy  the  de- 
mand; and  perhaps  in  many  other  ways.  Where  fraud  has  been  practised,  and 
can  be  proved,  or  where  impartial  persons  would  say  there  is  strong  ground  to  sus- 
pect it,  I  know  not  but  the  putting  of  the  offender's  body  in  Prison  may  punish  or 
arrest  his  crime,  without  injustice  to  him,  and  with  permanent  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity. In  all  other  case-,  it  appears  to  me,  at  present,  that  imprisonment  is  in 
(act  a  punishment  without  a  crime,  and  the  laws  which  sanction  it  impolitic  and  un- 
just. I  '  thin'c/  thercfDre,  very  unfavorably  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  for  any  sum 
whatever,  *  where  them  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  ;*  and  you  have  my  opinion  in  re- 
ply to  the  first  six  questions  proposed  in  your  letter.  The  10th  question  is  ?Mo  vir- 
tually answered  in  the  negative  :  I  think  the  *  penalty  of  imprisonment  for  ('.  :';i,  la 
case*  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud/  is  not  •  well  proportioned  to  the  aggra- 
vation of  the  offence.'  And  I  would  here  add,  in  reference  to  question  1.3th,  that  I 
have  never  '  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  debt  due  to  me  personally  ;* 
and  I  fondly  trust  and  believe  I  never  shall.  It  is  true,  1  have  not  been  engaged 
eitensivcly  in  traffic  with  my  fellow  men ;  but,  in  my  limited  experience,  I  have 
used  no  uncommon  carefulness  in  selecting  responsible  men  for  my  debtors. 

As  the  laws  of  our  country  now  stand,  and  considering  that  the  whole  system  of 
credit  is  shaped  by  the  legislation,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  a  Christian  can- 
not sleep  quietly  on  the  night  after  he  has  taken  his  honest  debtor  by  the  throat, 
and  cast  him  into  Prison.  Till  the  laws  are  changed,  it  is  possible  that  an  enlight- 
ened and  pure  conscience  may  approve  the  deed.  But  I  would  not  myself  be  that 
Christian  creditor,  to  imprison  the  debtor  who  had  not  been  fraudulent  or  dishon- 
est, whether  he  were  *  Christian'  or  *  infidel.'  [Questions  8  and  9.]  Sir,  /  could 
not  sleep  on  that  night;  I  would  not  be  that  unrelenting,  grasping,  *  Christian' 
creditor. 

I  am  aware  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  frame  such  a  code  of  laws  as  shall  al- 
ways discriminate  between  crime  an  1  misfortune,  and  secure  the  creditor  all  his 
rights  without  unduly  increasing  his  power,  or  infringing  upon  the  equitable  rights 
of  the  debtor.  The  *  Christian'  legislator  who  shall  devise  an  impartial  system  for 
that  purpose,  to  succeed  to  the  present  unequal  and  oppressive  code,  will  deserve 
well  of  his  country  and  of  posterity.  Some  happy  approximation  to  such  a  system, 
I  believe,  will  ere  long  be  devised.  The  genius  of  the  age  requires  it ;  and  I  re- 
gard your  well-directed  efforts  to  expose  the  inconveniences  and  iniquities  of  the 
old  system,  as  destined  to  prepare  the  way  for  such  a  propitious  event.  I  can 
scarcely  imagine  '  what  evils  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt/ 
[question  11, J  if  the  revolution  was  made  prudently  and  cautiously.  If  any  should 
arise,  they  would  be  temporary ;  they  must  soon  disappear,  under  the  practical  op- 
eration of  a  system  founded  on  the  eternal  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and  mercy. 
The  'benefits'  of  such  a  change  [question  12]  must  be  innumerable  and  in- 
calculable. Among  them  would  be  that  of  depriving  the  dishonest  or  malicious 
creditor  of  the  power  of  harassing  and  persecuting  the  innocent;  which,  in  ten 
thousand  instances,  would  be  to  *  cut  short  the  power  of  the  oppressor.'  Another 
benefit,  by  no  means  the  least,  would  be  that  of  regulating  the  whole  system  of 
credit;  which  would  be  an  immense  blessing,  both  to  creditors  and  debtors.  It 
would  restore  simple  honesty  to  its  throne,  and  revive  confidence  between  man 
and  man.*' 

Letter  from  J.  H. 

"  In  answer  to  the  printed  inquiries  you  hail  the  politeness  to  send  me,  I  can 
say,  generally,  that  I  can  sec  no  justice  or  policy  in  punishing  a  person  for  his  mis- 
fortunes, and  that  I  know  of  nothing  but  crime  or  guilt,  which  deserves  or  needs 
punishment.  I  feel,  most  decidedly  and  sensibly,  that  fraudulent  debtors  ought  to 
be  examined,  and  pursued  with  greater  vigilance,  and  punished  with  greater  se- 
verity, at  least  equal  to  counterfeiters  or  forgers ;  and,  until  fraud  is  proved,  or  at 
least  suspected,  that  no  debtor  ought  ever  to  be  imprisoned,  whatever  might  be  the 
evils  resulting  from  such  a  law. 

If  the  old  adage  is  sound,  that  it  is  better  ten  guilty  persons  should  go  free  than 
that  one  innocent  man  should  be  punished,  it  must  forever  put  an  end  to  punish- 
ment for  debt,  where  no  fraud  is  suspected.  To  imprison  a  man  because  his  house 
or  barn  is  struck  and  burned  by  lightning,  his  ship  lost  in  a  storm  at  sea,  or  because 
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ho  otherwise  lotos  the  means  of  supporting  his  family,  as  well  as  paying  hi*  debts, 
is  unfit  for  a  barbaroui  age,  and  much  more  for  the  enlightened  age  of  which  we 
boast." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Stephen  White,  of  Salem,  Mas*. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  have  just  received  your  printed  circular,  requesting  my  opinion 
regarding  imprisonment  lor  debt,  in  certain  given  cases.  I  can  answer  them,  1  be- 
lieve, satisfactorily  in  the  aggregate.  I  am  opposed  to  all  manner  of  imprisonment 
for  debt,  unless  il  be  connected  with  fraud.  1  am  distinctly  in  favor  of  some  pro- 
vision being  made  by  law,  for  the  discharge  of  all  innocent  debtors,  upon  a  bona 
fide  surrender  of  all  thrir  property,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  creditors,  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  i:f  their  respective  claims." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Baxj.  Pickman,  dated  Salem,  June  29, 1630. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  r».n,  and  ever  have  been,  opposed  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  lor 
any  sum  whatever,  however  small  or  however  large.  I  consider  the  law  that  au- 
thorizes it  as  incon  dsicnt  wit'i  the  spirit  of  our  government,  am5,  what  is  of  much 
more  serious  importance,  as  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion;  a  lav.-, 
therefore,  which  nothing  could  jm'ify,  but  the  clearest  evidence  that  the  good  of 
society  requires  it.  So  far,  however,  from  having  proved  beucficial,  it  has,  1  think, 
proved  injurious  to  the  community,  and,  in  nine  in>'ances,  at  l^ast,  out  of  ten,  to 
the  hard-hearted  creditor  who  has  availed  himself  of  it.  According  to  my  observa- 
tion, a  larg?  proportion  of  those  persons,  who  have  been  imprisoned  for  debt,  were  so 
for  very  small  mm*,  and  to  gratify  a  malicious  or  revengeful  temper;  and,  as  such 
persons  are  generally  unable  to  obtain  surety  for  the  liberty  cf  the  yard,  they  have 
been  confined  in  apartment*  not  much,  if  any,  better  than* those  in  which  convict- 
ed felon-  were  confined.  If  the  debtor,  so  confined,  be  a  bad  man,  it  only  serves 
to  excite  in  him  a  spirit  of  revenge  ;  if  he  be  a  good  but  unfortunate  man,  it  evi- 
dently renders  him  incapable,  for  the  time,  of  providing  for  the  support  of  himself, 
or  his  family,  rhould  he  have  one,  and  thereby  increase:*  his  inability  to  pay  his 
debts.  I  have  ob-^rved.  that  a  con ■■.Morsble  proportion  of  those  persons,  who  have 
been  imprisoned  fur  debt,  have  been  put  in  Prison  by  the  retailers  of  ardent  spirits; 
a  clas*  of  men,  who,  I  hop?,  will  n:it  he  much  lonc.er  tolerated  in  society,  while 
I  entertain  those  opinion**  respecting  imprisonment  fcr  debt,  I  also  think  that  hon- 
esty cannnt  be  too  much  encouraged,  and  that  ctcry  species  of  dishonesty  ought 
to  be  severely  punished.  If  a  debtor  attempts  to  defraud  his  creditors,  he  should  be 
punished  for  it ;  but  then  it  should  be  considered  as  a  public  crime,  (like  forgery, 
for  example.)  and  accordingly  prosecuted,  under  the  authority  of  government. 
Unfortunately,  the  men  who  are  guilty  of  the  greatest  frauds  upon  their  creditors 
are  not  generally  the  men  who  are  imprisoned  for  their  debts.  How  many  insol- 
vents have  there  been,  who  have  failed  for  very  large  sums,  and  have  not  paid  ten 
cents  on  the  dollar,  and,  after  having  compromised  with  their  creditors,  by  a  de- 
ceptive representation  of  their  property,  have  lived  like  men  of  large  fortune!  And 
among  tho'so  creditors  were,  perhaps,  included  widows  and  orphans,  who,  by  their 
failure,  were  deprived  of  their  means  of  support.  Such  men  can  hardly  he  too  se- 
verely punished,  or  too  much  despised.  I  would  further  add,  on  this  subject,  that, 
generally,  creditors  are  a  much  more  trary  class  of  men  than  debtors  ;  and,  if  the 
law  authorizing  imprir«onnient  for  debt  were  repealed,  they  would  probably  be 
more  cautious  how  they  gave  credit ;  and  this  would  be  likely  to  have  a  beneficial 
effect  upon  the  community,  as  it  would  tend  to  lessen  the  number  of  debtors  and 
creditor?-:,  and  would  also  give  to  men  of  fair  character  the  advantage  that  they 
ought  to  have  in  obtaining  credit." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Charles  Sedgwick,  Esq.,  dated  Lenox,  Mass.,  18S0. 

"I  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  in  looking  over  the  records  of  the  Jail  in  thii 

{ilacc,  since  May  22,  1828,  and  have  examined  copies  of  all  the  executions,  in  the 
lands  of  the  jailer,  on  which  debtors  have  been  committed  ;  and  you  will  perceive, 
by  the  statement  below,  besides  the  loi»s  and  inconvenience  occasioned  to  the  debt- 
or by  imprisonment,  that  this  mode  of  enforcing  collections  is  useless  and  expensive 
to  the  creditor. 

For  a  period  of  a  little  more  than  eighteen  months,  there  have  been  committed 
io  Prison,  on  civil  process,  186  persons,  in  Berkshire.    Some  have  been  committed 
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flo  the  writ,  and  some  surrendered  by  their  bail ;  but  by  far  the  greater  part  on  execu- 
tions for  a  small  amount ;  and  6  or  8  for  military  fines,  amounting  to  from  60  cts.  to  $S. 

Daring  the  first  eighteen  months,  there  were  committed,  on  executions  issued 

upon  judgments  recovered  in  the  Common  Pleas, 88 

On  executions  issued  upon  justices'  judgments, 81 

Out  of  the  83  mentioned  above,  there  have  been  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  17 
The  residue  have  been  discharged,  and,  although  the  records  do  not  show 
how,  it  is  well  known  that,  in  almost  every  instance,  it  is  by  giving  new 
notes,  without  any  additional  security 16 
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Of  the  81  committed  on' justices'  executions,  there  have  been  admitted  to  the 

poor  debtor's  oath, 30 

Committed  for  military  fines,  and  discharged  after  six  days 6 

The  residue  discharged  by  the  creditor 46 

81 
Of  the  60  persons  committed  and  discharged  by  the  creditor,  the  whole  period  of 
confinement  has  been  773  days,  and  the  average  time  of  each,  13  days. 

Of  the  47  persons  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  several  have  been  confined  for 
SO  days,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  officer,  in  not  serving  properly  the  citation  up* 
on  the  creditor ;  but,  supposing  the  citation  properly  served,  and  one  day  only  al- 
lowed lor  this  purpose,  the  whole  period  of  their  confinement  would  be  1457  days, 
or  for  each  person  31  days. 

The  amount  of  thirty-three  executions,  issuing  from  the  Common  Pleas^on  which 
the  debtors  were  committed  to  Prison,  is  as  follows : — 

Debt  OH*.  Carta  of  eninmitntat. 

$4766  65  345  07  205  93 

Fran  the  above  deduct  the  sums  in  eleven  executions,  amounting  to 
$4088  79  127  47  108  86 

$667  86  217  00  97  57 

For  these  last  sums,  the  remaining  twenty-two  executions  issued  from  Common 
Pleas,  which  is,  on  average,  $30  39  for  the  amount  of  debt  in  each  execution. 

Justices9  Executions. 

The  amount  of  eighty-one  executions,  issued  upon  justices'  judgments,  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Debt  Carta,  Corfaofcomatitmttt. 

$860  40  283  78  245  56 

From  the  above  deduct  the  amount  of  twenty-seven  executions,  which  is 
$511  70  105  89  90  76 

$348  70  182  89  154  80 

Amount  of  fifty-four  executions,  on  which  debtors  were  committed  to  Prison. 

Out  of  these  54  persons,  43  were  confined  for  31  days  each,  1333  days. 

The  remaining  11,  on  an  average,  13  days  each,  143    do. 

Say  that  the  above  amount  of  fifty -four  executions  were  all  Issued  for  the  same  sum 
each,  and  then  the  amount  of  forty-three  executions,  on  which  the  debtors  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  oath,  would  be 

Debt,  $275  81 ;  costs,  145  63 ;  costs  of  commitment,  123  20. 

The  average  of  these  forty-three  debts  would  be,  in  that  case,  for  each  person, 
Debt,  $6  48  ;  costs,  3  38  ;  costs  of  commitment,  2  86. 

Costs, 3  38" 

Coits  of  commitment 2  86 

Jailer's  key  fees, 40 

Expense  of  making  out  citation,  &c,       1  00  I  These  costs  all  accrue  on  a  debt  of 
*  Serving  citation,  on  an  average,  at  least  1  00  f  from  $5  to  $90. 

Justice's  fees  on  swearing  out,  1  00 

Board,  25  cents  per  day,  for  31  days,      7  75 
Value  of  debtor's  time,  50  cents,    .    .15  60 

$32  89 

•  TV  km  for  avrier  of  a  eHatina  are,  aarvlce  30  owta,  copy  90  onto,  and  4 

"*—  f  f-f*Tr  nirt  r*  1 — *-  —  '  ■*-"--  — '  ftaojuaatlf  much  note. 
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This  i tim  shows  the  least  actual  expense  of  the  debtor,  in  time  and  money,  whci 
he  takes  the  oath ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  the  commitments  on  small  execotioc 
generally  take  place  at  that  season  when  labor  is  most  valuable,  and  most  in  dc 
mand ;  and  the  average  value  of  a  debtor's  time  might  fairly  be  set  at  75  cents  pc 
day,  which  would  make  an  addition  to  the  above  sum  of 

$52  89 
7  75 

$40  64 

This  is  the  expense,  then,  in  general,  incurred  by  the  debtor  or  his  friends,  wher 
he  takes  the  oath,  and  is  not  committed  to  close  confinement  When  he  goes  will 
In  the  Prison  walls,  the  board  is  paid  by  the  creditor. 

Take  an  average  of  the  eighty-one  executions  issued  upon  justices'  judgment' 
where  the  debtors  were  committed,  and  the  amount  of  debts,  costs,  ana  expense- 
on  forty-three  of  the  number,  where  the  debtors  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  is  a 
follows : — 

Am-rant  of  debit.  Do.  cost*.  Do.  cnrfi  of  comtntaocati. 

$456  75  $152  07  $130  35 

*       Costs, $152  07 

'       Costs  of  commitments, 130  35 

Jailer's  key  fees,  at  40  cents  each - .     .  17  2D 

Expense  of  making  citation,  &c,  $1 43  00 

Do.  of  serving  same,  at  $1  25  each, 53  75 

Justice's  fees  on  swearing  out,  $1  00  each 43  00 

Expense  of  board,  at  25  cents  per  day, 833  25 

Expense  of  debtors'  time,  at  50  cents  per  day, 666  50 

$1439  12 

The  above  shows  the  result  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  on  executions  issuing  fron 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  O'  the  eighty-one  executions  issued,  there  is  no  means  c 
ascertaining,  with  certain  /,  how  thirty-eight  of  them  were  deposed  of,  any  furthe 
than  the  general  fact  that  new  notes  arc  taken  from  the  debtor,  without  any  addi 
tional  security,  and  after  much  expense  has  accrued  to  him,  and  a  loss  of  time  froi 
Jiis  employment  of  13  days!  On  the  remaining  forty-three  executions,  the  fate  c 
which  can  be  determined  with  certainty,  it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of  debt 
was  $456  75,  and  the  whole  amount  of  costs  and  expenses,  allowing  only  50  cent 
per  day  for  the  debtor's  time,  is  $1439  12! 

The  expenses  amount  to  more  than  three  times  the  debt,  without  answering  an; 
pood  purpose  whatever,  and  operate  very  hardly  upon  the  families  of  those  who  ar 
thus  deprived  of  the  proceeds  of  the  debtor's  labor,  and  who  arc  mo3t  in  need  of  i 
for  their  daily  support." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Esq. 

"  Having  long  believed  that  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  certain  case? 
would  be  introducing  a  safer  system  of  credit,  be  greatly  advantageous  to  the  cred 
itor,  and  thus  to  the  community  at  large,  my  opinion  has  been  made  up  in  favor  o 
that  measure. 

r  In  regard  to  imprisonment  for  small  debts,  say  twenty  dollars,  the  evils  of  it  ap 
near  to  me  to  be  so  great,  that  1  cannot  believe  they  will  be  suffered  to  exist  loo; 
in  this  State." 

Litter  from  the  Justices  of  the  Quorum  and  Sheriff  of  Berkshire  County  y  Mass 

*•  Dear  Sir — We  very  willingly  state  to  you  our  opinion,  as  to  the  operation  o 
our  laws  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt.  Being  justices  of  the  peace  and  o 
the  quorum  in  this  county,  we  have  attended,  some  of  us  for  more  than  twent] 
years,  at  the  examination  of  debtors,  who  have  taken  the  benefit  of  the  poor  debt- 
or's oath,  and  have  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  benefit  creditors  gener 
ally  derive  frdm  the  imprisonment  of  their  debtors,  and  of  learning  the  injury  su» 
taincd  by  the  debtors  and  their  families,  from  such  imprisonment.  From  our  ob 
servations,  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  there  are  but  few  cases  in  which  an] 
benefit  is  gained  by  the  creditor,  by  the  imprisonment  of  his  debtor ;  and  that  tht 
injury,  in  most  cases,  to  the  debtor,  but  more  generally  to  his  family,  is  very  great 
And,  in  some,  the  operation  of  the  law  is  extremely  oppressive." 

William  Walker,  William  P.  Walks*,  and  Joseph  Tucker. 
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The  sheriff  of  the  county  adds — "Having  been  sheriff*  of  the  county  eighteen 
yean,  I  have  observed  the  operation  of  our  laws  against  poor  debtors,  and  fully 
concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  above  gentlemen.  Henry  C.  Brown." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Jacob  JB.  Moore,  SJieriff  of  Merrimack  County,  JV~.  //., 

dated  Concord,  May  1,  1830. 

'•  The  Legislature  has,  within  the  las!  few  years,  materially  softened  the  rigors 
of  our  laws  for  the  collection  of  debts.  No  person  can  now  be  arrested  and  impris- 
oned on  any  debt  or  contract  made  since  Jan.  1, 1829,  unless  it  exceed  the  sum  of 
$13  33.  By  the  law  of  Jan.  3,  1829,  the  limits  of  our  Prison  yard  for  the  confine- 
ment of  debtors  was  extended  to  thj  boundaries  of  the  towns  in  which  such  Prison* 
are  situated.  These  may  be  regarded  as  gradual  steps  toward  the  final  abolition 
of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  New  Hampshire.1' 

Extract  from  the  Message  of  his  Excellency  Matthew  Harvey,  Governor  ofJVcw 
Hampshire,  to  the  Legislature,  dated  Council  Chamber,  Concord,  June  4, 
1330. 

"Ever  since  the  existence  of  our  government,  imprisonment  for  debt  has  been 
one  of  its  acknowledged  provision?,  and  our  law  in  reference  to  delinquent  debt- 
or* still  retains  that  odious  feature,  which  identifies  it  with  measures  that  originat- 
ed in  times  less  enlightened  than  the  present ;  but,  by  reason  of  various  amendments 
and  modifications  the  object  originally  intended  is  now  rarely  accomplished.  The 
entire  control  over  the  personal  liberty  of  the  debtor  was  formerly  given  to  the 
creditor,  to  compel  payment,  either  by  the  terrors  of  a  Jail  before  commitment,  or 
the  misery  of  confinement  afterwards.  This  power,  in  the  hands  of  an  unfeeling 
creditor,  was  often  exercised  with  severity,  and  fell  indiscriminately  upon  the  hon- 
est and  the  dishonest;  and  whether  the  debtor  had  been  deprived  of  the  means  of 
payment  by  the  exercise  of  bad  judgment  or  inevitable  misfortune,  or  had  fraudu- 
lently placed  his  effects  beyond  the  reach  of  his  creditors,  when  once  commit* cd  to 
Prison,  he  was  confined  for  lif  i,  without  the  possibility  of  a  discharge,  except  by  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  or  the  mercy  of  the  creditor,  however  embarrassing  to  friends,  mis- 
led by  their  sympathies,  or  oppressive  to  an  already  miserable  and  destitute  family. 
This  severe  operation  of  the  law  was  not  long  tolerated  by  public  opinion,  when 
enlarged  and  more  liberal  views  began  to  be  entertained  on  the  subject  It  theu 
commenced  a  remedy,  by  producing  various  enactments  for  the  relief  of  persons  im- 
prisoned for  debt. 

This  ameliorating  policy  has  be^n  continued  so  far  that,  although  the  power  of 
imprisonment  still  exists,  very  few  of  those  results,  which  formerly  furnished  argu- 
ments in  support  of  the  principle,  are  now  produced.  It  is  now  rarely  found  that 
the  debtor,  committed  to  Prison  under  the  present  law,  ever  calculates  on  being 
discharged  by  payment  of  tlu  debt.  Since  the  last  provision  of  the  law  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  extended  the  limit;  of  the  Jail  yards  to  the  extreme  boundaries  of  the 
towns  in  which  Prisons  are  situated,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  nhput 
icven  eighths  of  all  persons,  commit-.ed  to  Prison  for  debt,  on  execution,  have  been 
discharged,  on  application  to  the  commis.ioners  of  Jail  delivery.  Imprisonment 
within  the  chartered  limits  of  a  town  has  so  little  of  real  restraint  about  it.  and  the 
facilities  for  obtaining  the  poor  debtor's  oath  are  so  great,  that  persons  indebted,  and 
Diiasrssinq:  effects  of  small  value,  are  induced  to  divest  themselves  of  their  property, 
ho  far  that  the  amount  remaining  in  possession  shall  not  prevent  the  discharge  pro- 
vided by  law,  rather  than  to  increase  it  by  honest  industry,  with  a  view  to  the 
payment  of  debts.  And  when  the  amount  of  property  is  once  reduced  below  this  • 
standard,  it  is  very  rarely  suffered  again  to  rise  above  it.  The  inevitable  conse- 
quence is,  a  diminution  of  the  quantity  of  labor,  industry  and  economy ;  an  accumu- 
lation of  unnccess iry  cost;  and  an  increase  of  poor  and  idle  persons,  who  mint,  ul- 
timately, be  supported  at  public  expense.  That  there  should  be  some  change  in 
the  law  on  this  subject,  there  seems  to  be  very  little  doubt.  If  the  right  to  im- 
prison the  debtor  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  purpo;es  of  trade  and  commerce, 
so>ind  policy  would  seem  to  require,  that  all  modern  provisions  for  the  relief  of  poor 
debtors  should  be  repealed,  and  th?  law  placed  on  the  same  standing  it  had  ten  or 
twelve  year*  since,  in  order  that  the  restraints  of  imprisonment  might  be  realized 
and  felt*  and  produce  their  originally  intended  effect.  But  if  the  rie;ht  to  imprison 
for  debt  is  not  necessary,  (and  I  am  decidedly  of  this  opinion,)  the  same  policy 
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would  seem  to  require,  that  the  remnant  of  the  law,  as  it  now  exists  on  this  subject, 
should  he  repealed,  so  far  as  regards  all  contracts  hereafter  to  he  made.  Should 
this  course  be  adopted,  it  would  be  in  perfect  accordance  with  that  liberal  policy 
which  has  so  often  been  manifested  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature. 

Provisions,  favorable  to  the  poor  and  imprisoned  debtor,  have  followed  in  unin- 
terrupted succession,  while  none  are  found  of  an  opposite  character.  This  circum- 
stance furnishei  strong  evidence  that  the  progress  of  public  opinion  in  this  State 
has  been  favorable  to  the  repeal  of  the  law  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt.  But 
the  question  is  referred  to  the  Legislature,  whether  the  time  has  arrived  for  such 
a  repeal,  or  whether  any  alteration  should  bo  made  in  the  present  law  at  thk 
time ;  and  tho  decision,  when  formed,  resulting  from  the  collected  wisdom  of  the 
State,  will  undoubtedly  be  founded  in  good  reason  and  sound  policy." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon,  Simon  Grcenlcaf,  dated  Portland,  Aug.  24,1830. 

* 

"My  dear  Sir — I  have  considered,  as  far  as  my  avocations  would  permit,  the 
questions  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me,  under  date  of  April  19,  respecting  im- 
prisonment for  debt. 

The  legislation  on  this  subject  seems  to  have  been  founded  partly  on  the  notion 
that  the  non-payment  of  a  debt  was  in  all  cases  a  crime,  and  partly  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  debtor  was  always  able,  but  unwilling,  to  pay,  and  therefore  required 
th  a  coercion  of  a  Prison.  Doth  these,  principles  have  been  partially  abandoned; 
and  some  corresponding  modifications  have  been  made  in  the  laws  respecting  im- 
prisonment. But,  taken  as  a  system,  they  cannot,  even  now,  be  regarded  as  pos- 
sessing much  harmony  of  proportion,  or  as  producing  much  benefit  to  the  commu- 
nity. 

In  the  course  of  twenty-four  years'  practice  at  the  bar,  I  have  known  little  good 
to  result  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  am  inclined  to  doubt  whether  all  the 
sums  collected  in  any  one  county  by  that  operation  would  amount  to  as  much  ss 
the  expenses  of  all  the  commitments  in  that  county,  during  the  same  period  of  time. 
It  should  be  considered,  however,  that  the  fear  of  a  Prison  has,  very  probably,  led 
many  to  make  efforts  for  the  payment  of  their  debts,  which  otherwise  they  might 
-never  have  attempted ;  but  it  is  also  apparent  that  the  former  laws  may  have  had 
much  more  of  this  effect  than  the  present  lenient  code.  And  it  should  also  be  no- 
ticed that,  ever  since  the  revolution,  the  course  of  legislation,  at  least  in  the  New 
England  States,  lias  been  steadily  progressive  towards  the  exemption  of  the  debtor 
from  res'raint  I  suppose  that  it  will  not  go  back.  There  ought,  doubtless,  to  be 
something  in  the  law  which  may  serve  to  deter  improvident  and  inconsiderate 
persons  from  incurring  debts  without  any  regard  to  their  ability  to  discharge  them. 
And  perhaps  the  existing  laws  may  have  had  some  such  effect.  But  there  ought 
also  to  be  something  which  may  operate  to  deter  creditors  from  permitting  or  encour- 
aging such  person?  to  contract  debts  beyond  their  power  to  pay.  Probably  nany 
bad  debts  may  be  traced,  as  well  to  urgent  offers  of  goods,  at  an  almost  unlimited 
credit,  as  to  the  unrestrained  inclination  to  buy. 

The  present  system  seems  to  be  particularly  faulty,  in  making  no  discrimination 
among  the  various  clashes  of  judgment  debtors;  consigning  to  one  common  Prison, 
and  treating:  in  the  same  manner,  as  well  the  honest  man,  who  incurred  his  debt 
with  the  fairest  prospects,  and  the  most  upright  intentions,  frustrated  by  tr.e  provi- 
dence of  God,  as  the  defrauder,  the  swindler,  the  wilful  trespasser,  and  the  shin' 
derer.  Admit'ing  the  debtor  to  be  merely  unfortunate,  willing;  to  pay,  but  una- 
ble, I  see  nothing  but  fruitless  barbarity  in  committing  him  to  Prison. 

It  is  much  easier  to  point  out  the  faults  in  any  human  system  than  to  devise  a 
remedy  for  them,  since  all  human  systems  must  come  short  of  perfection.  But  if, 
as  a  remedy  for  the  evils  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  it  were  to  be  abolished  altogeth- 
er fti  cas?s  of  contract,  I  should  think  that  the  facilities  of  the  creditor,  for  the  col- 
lection of  his  debt  from  the  property  of  the  debtor,  ought  at  the  seme  time  to  be  in- 
creased. Let  the  debtor,  for  instance,  be  liable  to  arrest  on  mecne  process,  so  fax 
as  to  be  held  to  an  examination  under  oath,  touching  the  property  he  may  possess, 
and  to  which  the  creditor  mijrht  resort ;  subject  to  such  imitations  as  might  be 
deemed  expedient.  Let  the  creditor  have  more  ready  access  to  the  conscience  a 
his  debtor,  by  way  of  personal  examination.  Let  the  courts  have  unlirrited  cban* 
eery  jurisdiction  over  all  cases  of  fraud,  tru**%  and  account;  so  that  all  person? 
connected  in  any  mo^e  with  the  property  of  the  debtor,  may  be  examined  un- 
der oath,  and  compelled  to  disclose  and  produce  it    Increase  the  penalties  agains 
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raud,  as  well  as  the  modes  of  punishment ;  and  extend  them  to  all  cases  of  the 
xmveyance  or  concealment  of  property  to  defraud  creditors.  And  provide,  if  deem- 
ed expedient,  that,  when  a  debtor  has  arrived  at  a  certain  point  in  his  affairs,  his 
wopcrty  may  all  be  sequestered  and  divided  equally  among  all  his  creditors.  If, 
in  some  such  modes  as  these,  or  in  some  other  and  better,  the  path  of  fraud  could 
be  hedged  up,  and  the  collection  of  debts  be  mbde  more  certain  and  easy,  I  should 
think  that  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  all  cases  of  contract,  might  safely  be  abolished, 
with  the  approbation  even  of  creditors  themselves. 

I  say  nothing  of  trespassers,  fraudulent  debtors*  and  the  whole  class  of  wrong-do- 
en,  to  whom  your  inquiries  do  not  extend,  and  whose  cases  seem  to  me  to  deserve 
a  distinct  and  wholly  different  plan  of  treatment,  more  in  the  spirit  of  the  oldor 
laws." 

Thus  we  have  given  what  we  consider  an  expression  of  public  opin- 
ion on  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Having  done  this,  we  have  executed  the  plan  which  we  had  propos- 
ed to  ourselves  for  this  Report.  We  have  given  a  brief  outline  of  the 
progress  of  the  reform  in  Prisons  during  the  last  year.  We  have  stated 
what  measures  have,  been  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Managers  concern- 
ing the  Reports  of  the  Society.  We  have  given  some  of  the  results  of 
sot  inquiries,  and  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  what  we  consider -an  expres- 
sion of  public  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Having  executed  the  plan  of  the  Report,  we  submit  the  question, 
whether  any  good  has  been  effected  by  the  Society,  and  whether  any 
farther  good  is  in  prospect ;  and  if  so,  whether  the  Society  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  patronised,  as  in  years  past,  in  a  good  degree,  according  to 
the  extent  of  its  necessities  ? 
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REPORT 

I 

or  THE 

JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  COUNCIL  AND  ASSEMBLY,  -_ 

or  THE 

8TATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 

./ 

APPOINTED  TO  SETTLE  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  ST  ATE  PRISON.     ;  = 

■m 

January,  1830. 


«! 


The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  State  Prison,  and  to  wM&  * 
was  assigned  the  add  tional  duty  of  reporting  a  system  of  Prison  diseipSm,  * 
beg  leave  further  to  report :  " 

Tha%  in  order  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  Pri*oa,*o    « 
far  a-i  it  regards  the  discipline  of  die  same,  and  the  manner  in  which  its  afliin 
■have  been  conducted,  the  legislature,  by  resolution,  empowered  the  committee  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers.  J 

By  virtue  of  thin  authority,  your  committee  have  examined  with  great  particular* 
ity  into  all  the  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  have  arranged  the  evidence  under 
different  heads. 

The  principal  object  has  been  to  show  the  difficulty,  under  the  present  construe* 
tion  and  arrangement  of  the  buildings,  shop 3  and  offices,  to  enforce  a  proper  disci- 
pline, and  also  to  point  out  the  expenses  attendant  on  the  present  arrangement 

1st.     On  the  Construction. 

The  Guard  Room  i«  on  the  north-west  coiner  of  the  building.  It  commands 
a  view  of  neither  the  yard,  the  shops  the  wings,  or  the  walls  of  the  Prison.  Here 
the  principal  keeper,  and  the  clerk,  who  acts  as  deputy,  transact  much  of  their 
budncs*  ;  and  while  they  do  this  they  know  nothing  from  actual  observation,  for 
the  time  being,  of  the  conduct  of  the  assistant  keepers,  or  prisoners,  in  any  part  of 
the  establishment.  They  might  as  well  he  placed  in  one  of  the  solitary  cells,  so 
far  as  the  inspection  and  control  of  the  Pi i  «on  is  concerned.  The  prisoners  mifcbt 
rise  upon  the  under  keepers  in  the  simps  ;  the  prisoner*  in  the  cells  of  either  the 
north  or  south  wing,  might  make  their  escape  ;  the  seniinel,  on  the  wall,  might 
sleep  at  hi<  pott,  and  the  principal  keeper  and  hi*  deputy,  in  the  guard  room,  be  00 
far  removed  from  hearing,  am)  cut  off  nom  sight,  as  to  know  nothing  of  it.  Instead 
of  this  the  guard  room  should  command,  from  one  position,  the  range  of  cells,  tbe 
whole  yard,  the  prisoners  in  the  shops  under  their  respective  officers,  and  the  sen- 
tinel on  the  wall ;  then  the  principal  keeper,  from  the  guard  room,  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, his  deputy,  commands  the  whole  establishment. 

Again,  the  Night  Rooms  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  separate  the  men. 
They  arc  put  two,  three,  and  four,  in  a  room ;  and  the  rooms  are  so  constructed, 
that  the  men  can  freely  communicate  from  window  to  window,  and  from  door  to 
door,  and  from  the  building  to  the  street.  Besides  all  this  the  balls,  by  the  side  of 
which  the  night  rooms  are  arranged,  are  separated  fiom  the  passage  leading  to  the 
room  where  the  wa*ch  i*  on  duty,  by  solid  doors,  wfrh  complicated  fastenings,  and  this 
pa*  ace  by  other  doors  from  the  guard  room.  Thus  the  prisoners,  by  the  construc- 
tion of  the  night  rooms  are  removed  as  fsr  ss  possible  from  the  irepeetion  or  con- 
trol of  the  subordina<e  officers.  In  con  sequence  of  this,  we  shall  see,  in  the  progress 
of  the  Report,  how  many  plans  of  mischief  are  devised,  and  how  many  escapes  are 
effected,  from  the  arrangement  and  construction  of  the  night  rooms. 
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The  Shops,  too,  and  other  places  of  labor,  are  scattered  about,  without  form  or 
unity  of  design  ;  and  the  men  are  necessarily  divided  into  small  companies,  «o  that 
it  would  require  a  much  larger  number  of  keepers  than  are  at  present  employed, 
to  exercise  a  constant  inspection  of  the  men,  without  which  there  can  be  no  thorough 
li<eipline.  One  of  the  buildings  is  divided  into  five  small  apartments,  which  would 
eqnire  as  many  officers,  to  keep  a  proper  discipline ;  while,  in  the  whole  of  (his 
uilding,  with  the  present  number  of  keeper*,  there  can  be  but  one  officer.  In  the 
ther  apartments  01  this  building,  therefore,  there  may  be  traffic  of  the  state's  prop- 
rty,  gambling,  fighting,  and  other  mischief,  without  detection. 

The  Cookery,  Hospital,  and  Place  of  Worship  a  ho,  are  inconvenient  and 
mcealed.  The  cookery  is  directly  under  the  centre  building,  far  removed  from 
le  observation  of  a  keeper.  From  the  front  window  of  the  cookery,  the  prisoners 
ive  been  in  the  habit  of  passing  and  repassing  things  to  persons  in  the  street.   This 

a  very  natural  and  easy  outlet  for  the  shoo*  belonging  to  the  State  which 
■e  missing.  The  hospital  is  an  old  room,  not  well  ventilated,  and  is  so  im- 
•egnated  with  the  Prison  smell,  that  it  would  be  likely  to  make  a  well  person  sick ; 
id  is  so  situated  as  not  to  be  under  in  paction  or  control,  unless  an  officer  is  set 
•art  for  this  duty;  which  cannot  be  done  without  an  increase  of  officers.  Finding 
is  a  convenient  place  of  concealment,  the  prisoners,  under  false  pretences,  leave 
eir  work,  and  get  into  it.  The  chapel  is  liable  to  similar  objections.  It  is  sepa- 
ted  by  four  passages,  and  five  doors,  from  the  building  in  which  the  prisoners  are 
deed ;  so  that  much  time  and  labor  are  necessary  in  getting  the  prisoners  into  it. 
nd  besides,  it  is  a  small  and  uncomfortable  place  for  the  religious  worship  of  so 
any  men.  It  is  in  its  size  and  character  like  the  hospital.  It  is  one  of  the  old 
ght  rooms,  used  many  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of  lodging  the  men,  before  the 
uth  wing  was  built. 

The  Sentinel's  Box,  on  the  wall,  is  not  well  designed.  It  does  not  command 
ie  interior  of  the  yard.  There  are  many  hiding-places,  where  the  men  can  screen 
temselves  from  the  observation  of  the  sentinel,  behind  the  shops  and  other  huild- 
gs,and  many  prisoners  prepare  themselves,  without  his  knowledge,  or  the  knowl- 
Ige  of  the  men  under  whose  particular  care  they  are  placed,  tor  attemp'ing  to 
cape.  Besides,  the  sentinel  cannot  command  the  north  wall,  on  the  north  side  ; 
w  the  west  wall,  on  the  west  side;  nor  the  south  wall,  on  the  south  side.  Dis- 
iiarged  convicts,  therefore,  and  persons  ill-disposed,  can  approach  the  Prison  from 
j rib,  south  and  west,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  sentinel  on  the  wall,  and  fur- 
ish  prohibited  articles,  and  implements  of  mischief  and  escape,  to  the  convicts. 
re  dwell  the  longer  on  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  in  this  re-pact,  because  we 
lall  see  the  consequences  of  it  in  the  progress  of  the  Report,  in  the  very  great 
amber  of  escapes  which  have  taken  place  since  the  Prison  was  built.  Thus  we 
ive  seen  that  the  guard  room,  the  night  rooms,  the  shops,  the  cookery,  hoipitaJ, 
lapel  and  sentinel  box  are  not  properly  constructed. 

1.     On  the   Discipline    or    the   Prison   as   connected  with  the 

Construction. 

In  a  Prison  thus  constructed,  there  can  be  no  discipline.  The  subordinate  offi- 
rt  are  not  subordinate.  The  principal  keeper  has  no  good  position,  from  which 
i  command  his  men.  It  would  take  him  a  long  time  to  go  around  the  Prison,  and 
ok  them  all  up.  Instead  of  which,  he  should  have  a  position  from  which  be  can 
once  overlook  officers,  as  well  as  prisoners.  This  would  effectually  prevent 
tose  faults,  which  the  keeper  of  the  Prison,  in  bis  official  report  to  the  committee, 
ys,  page  2,  "  he  found  requiring  a  remedy — ls%  great  laxity  on  the  part  of  the 
tsistant  keepers  in  their  duty  ;  leaning  the  prisoners  alone*  to  the  great  neglect 
'their  occupations,  and  the  destruction  of  all  system  and  order  ;  2d,  the  gtne- 
U  prevalence  of  insubordination,  and  the  pre-existence  of  a  perfect  familiarity 
id  almost  unrestrained  intercourse  among  the  prisoners,  and  between  the  pris- 
vers  and  the  assistant  keepers;  and  3d,  the  extensive  indulgence  of  a  system  of 
affic  between  the  prisoners  and  their  keepers,  in  which  articles  mads  Ity  them, 
id  property  over  which  they  had  no  control,  were  exchanged  with  the  heifers 
rr  other  commodities,  in  a  secret  and  covert  manner."  How  are  the«e  thing*  to 
-.  prevented,  if  the  principal  keeper  is  to  be  shut  up  in  a  room,  from  which  he  can 
e  nothing  that  is  done  by  officers  or  mexW  The  great  principle  of  unceasing  ia- 
ec'ioo  is  lost  sight  of,  and  these  deeds  of  darkness  are  done,  because  they  can  be 
•ne  in  the  dark.    The  way  to  correct  them  is,  to  bring  them  out  into  open  day,  so 
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that  the  principal  keeper  can,  at  any  moment,  with  a  single  glance  of  h 
spect  the  whole  establishment. 

In  consequence,  partly,  of  (he  same  defect  in  the  construction  of  (he 
the  convicts  are  idle  and  disorderly.  The  shops  ore  so  divided  and  t 
that  there  are  nearly  twice  as  many  separate  apartments,  for  the  convict 
are  officers.  The  convict*,  therefore,  must  necessarily  he  left  alone.  1 
disadvantage  would  hreak  up  the  discipline  of  the  hest  Prison  in  the  wi 
officers  leave  the  shops  and  the  convicts  of  course  leave  their  work.  Ii 
cumstances  what  security  can  there  possibly  be,  that  the  convicts  shai 
time  proBtably  at  work  ? 

There  arc  complaints  not  only  that  the  convicts  are  idle  and  disorde 
shop?,  but  they  leave  the  shop*  and  po  into  the  yard ;  and  one  witness  te 
'*  he  could  not  get  them  back,  till  they  were  sent  for."  The  rea  on  a: 
them  for  leaving  the  shop*  is  from  nece**ity ;  but  in  a  well  construct 
there  is  a  water-closet  connected  with  evety  shop,  which  only  one  man 
at  a  time,  and  which  he  can  enter  only  from  the  shop,  and  this  breaks  ur 
si'y  for  leaving  the  shops,  and  all  opportunity  for  false  pretences,  in  rcg 
thing,  and  leaves  the  keeper  the  command  of  his  men ;  so  that  all,  exeep 
evciy  moment  of  time,  are  under  his  eye,  and  this  one,  who  for  a  little  t 
moved  from  hit  observation,  is  in  solitaiy,  and  it  is  known  where  he  is. 

As  the  Prison  is  constructed,  there  are  various  opportunities  for  coml 
mischief,  among  the  prisoners,  which  are  broken  up  at  once  in  a  well  e 
Prison.  Much  evidence  is  furnished  to  the  committee  by  different  witn 
cerning  a  combination  of  men  in  (he  Prison  called  (he  stanch  ga 
witness  says,  "  they  will  lie,  and  swear  to  it ;  they  will  steal  provision* 
it  off;  they  will  lurk  in  the  kitchen,  and  steal  other  men*s  provision , 
threaten  each  other*s  lives  ;  they  will  make  dirks ;  they  will  lie,  steal 
hie  ;  they  will  make  their  own  cards.  I  gave  one  of  the  inspectors  one 
sent  one  pack  to  a  friend  in  the  country,  that  he  might  see  what  can  I 
the  Prison.  They  have  rules  by  which  they  are  bound  to  each  other;  c 
if  a  man  tells  any  thing,  they  will  fall  a-foul  of  him  and  beat  him." 

A  no' her  witness  was  asked  if  he  knew  any  thine  about  (he  btanc 
He  said  there  was  such  a  gang.  They  would  not  tell  of  each  other  ;  \ 
they  would  beat  the  informer.  He  had  known  one  slab  another.  The 
him  a  traitor  who  informs  of  their  evil  deeds.     Such  men  are  called  *e 

Another  witness  says,  the  stanch  gang  are  persons  combined  t 
get  away,  and  not  to  tell  each  other's  secrets.  "  If  any  o;.e  tells  of  thei 
on  him  an:]  beat  him.  There  was  a  black  man  neaily  killed  in  the  w< 
They  took  the  stone  coal  and  beat  him  on  the  head,  and  it  cut  like  a  knife 
nearly  killed."  Another  witness,  when  asked  about  the  stanch  pang 
thought  the  State  had  better  let  them  go,  than  be  under  such  disciplii 
have  frequently  drawn  knives  upon  each  other  in  the  yard.  In  one  ins 
would  have  cut  out  the  bowels  ot  the  other." 

Much  evidence  has  also  been  furnished  to  the  committee,  concerning 
of  power  to  enforce  discipline  among  the  convicts,  in  consequence  of  th 
in  which  the  scuth  wing  is  constructed,  where  the  convicts  flcep.  d 
says  the  prisoners  will  steal  oil  to  bum  in  the  cell-,  and  cariy  sticks  and 
the  cells,  that  they  may  pass  things  from  ouc  to  the  other,  and  from  door 

Another  witness  was  anked  if  the  convicts  could  communicate  with  < 
after  they  were  locked  up  at  night.  He  said,  they  could  communica'e 
other,  twenty  of  them.  Witness  says,  that  the  convicts  often  worked  ii 
on  the  Sabba'h,  making  hats  ;  he  had  caught  them  at  it,  and  put  a  stop  (o 
did  expect  (hey  carried  it  on.  He  gave  the  name  of  (he  convict  who  mi 
plete  ladder  in  the  cells  to  scale  (he  walls;  with  which  it  was  done.  W 
asked  if  he  heard  any  conversation  among  the  men  at  nipht;  he  said  "  \l 
mer  keeper  was  opposed  (o  it,  but  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  it,  in  th 
m*n  are  kept ;  they  would  be  generally  talking  about  roguery."  Wii 
gave  a  particular  account  of  (he  instruction  he  heard  an  experienced  thic 
less  experienced,  about  (he  best  way  of  raising  twenty  dollars  to  hep  in 
he  got  out.    The  latter  was  a  young  convict,  who  was  soon  to  be  dischar. 

Another  witness  says,  "  th*  men  arc  so  much  together,  it  is  very  mu< 
the  interest  of  (he  institution.    They  talk  about  what  they  have  done,  and 
will  do,  and  how  they  may  get  out." 
Another  witness  believes  "  thai  the  prisoners  have  had  knowledge  of  U 
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ties  exiting  in  the  government  of  the  Prison.     He  has  heard  the  prisoners  talk 

aboat  it,  in  the  cells.     He  bat  heard  thcin  talk  about  the  change  in  the  government 

of  the  Pri  on,  in  the  cells  at  night.   He  has  heard  the  prisoners,  af'er  they  were  locked 

op  in  the  cells,  conversing  with  di  (charged  prisoners,  in  the  street.     No  longer  ago 

tiaa  (bur  weeks,  two  men  came  along  and  began  to  converse,  and  he  stopped  them." 
•Vi  new  says  further,  "  in  ihe  cells,  one  night,  two  of  the  prisoners  fought :  one 

bit  the  other's  finger,  and  a  piece  of  the  bone  came  out.  They  are  put  together,  old 
and  young,  without  regard  to  their  crime.  They  lay  their  beds  on  the  floor.  They 
are  riugle  bed),  but  when  there  are  three,  they  make  them  up  all  as  one,  and  sleep 
all  together.     They  sometimes  want  to  be  separated,  because  they  quarrel." 

Another  witness  ha.)  of  en  heard  the  prisoners  talking  from  the  south  wing,  with 
person i  on  the  outside.  He  ha?  caught  them  at  it,  late  at  night.  They  once  shot 
mi  arrow,  attached  to  a  string,  into  the  street,  and  the  string  was  found  extending 
from  i he  night  room  to  the  street — supposed  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  in 
swathing.  Wineas  does  not  think  any  thing  more  can  be  done  for  the  benefit 
of  the  State,  in  that  Pri  ton,  than  is  now  done. 

Another  wines*,  speaking  of  putting  three  or  four  in  a  room  at  night,  and  the 
things  going  on  among  the  men,  after  they  were  locked  up,  concluded  by  saying, 
"ai  *o  that  Prison,  it  is  a  mere  burlesque  on  Pri  on«." 

Owing  to  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
prevent  traffic  with  the  prisoners,  which  is  subversive  of  all  discipline.  In  a  prop- 
erly constructed  Piion,  it  i9  the  im  predion  upon  every  mind,  boh  of  convict  und 
assistant  keeper,  "  I  am  constantly  under  inspection.  Every  thing  which  I  do  will 
be  wen.'*  But  there  arc  so  many  hiding-places  in  this  Pii  on,  and  fo  few  facilities 
for  in  ip  action,  that  this  seems  not  at  all  to  be  the  impresjion,  on  the  minds  of  either 
keeper  or  convict. 

The  principal  keeper  says,"  when  he  became  keeper  of  the  Pri -on,  he  found  an 
exten  ive  traffic  between  the  piisoners  and  under  keeper*,  particularly  in  the  arti- 
cles of  straw  hats  an!  whip-stocks  When  a  iked  to  give  a  statement  of  the  pind- 
pd  evils,  which  he  had  discovered  in  the  Prison,  he  said  the  shoe  shop  w;i*  a 
place  of  re-=ort  for  the  keepers;  some  of  the  keepers  told  him,  that  ano'her  wa<  in 
(he  habit  of  going  into  the  kitchen,  and  spending  some  time  there,  while  hit  men 
went  at  loose  ends.  He  watched  the  keeper  of  whom  this  complaint  was  mule, 
u  I  farad  that  it  wa*  so.  Since  this  he  has  found  it  of  little  use  to  attempt  to  en- 
force any  orders,  and  has  had  enough  to  do  to  get  along  any  way."  He  then  gave 
a  particular  account  of  some  hats,  sold  by  a  convict  to  a  keeper,  and  the  price  put 
upon  them  by  the  convict. 

Another  witness  stated,  '*  that  convicts  had  made  hats  to  sell :  it  was  likely  they 
had  made  other  things;  they  would  be  taken  out  and  sold.  He  believed  one  of 
the  keepers  had  taken  out  thing*,  and  sold  them  for  the  convict*."  This  keeper 
afterwards  acknowledged  to  the  committee,  that  he  had  done  so.  Witness  further 
nyv'  the  convicts  get  tobacco;  I  do  not  know  how  they  get  it ;  the  proceeds  of  hats 
and  other  things  might  buy  it.  There  are  many  ways  they  have  in  common." 
Witness  could  not  watch  his  men  so  an  to  know  where  they  went.  There  wero 
more  of  thern  to  watch  him.  They  might  go  out  if  they  pleased,  and  if  he  saw 
them  about  the  wagons  which  came  info  the  yard,  he  would  drive  them  away. 
Wit oew  said,  that  some  time  last  spring,  one  of  the  keepers  sold  articles  for  the 
convicU.  He  understood  the  principal  keeper  was  oppoied  to  it,  but  it  was  done. 
I  believe  it  was  done  in  both  their  times. 

Ano'her  witness  testifies,  "  that  one  of  the  keepers  told  him,  that  the  old  convict 
who  takes  care  of  the  cloth  from  the  weave  shop,  is  never  without  money  ;  that  he 
used  to  traffic  in  tobacco,  buy  it  anJ  tell  it  out  again." 

Another  wi'ness,  a  citizen  of  Tren-on,  thinks  he  has  seen  one  of  the  keeper*  carry 
articles  to  a  certain  store,  and  exchange  them  for  the  convicts.  The  keeper  and 
store  keeper  referred  to,  were  both  called,  and  acknowledged  that  it  was  so.  Wit- 
ness did  not  believe  that  the  traffic  was  confined  to  this  keeper. 

Another  witness  knows  "  that  many  articles  were  made  in  the  Prison  by  the  con- 
vict*, hut  he  does  not  know  how  they  got  out." 

A  no*  her  witness,  one  of  the  keepers,  says,  "  he  has  thrown  tobacco  on  the  ground 
lor  convicts."  This  was  done  to  avoid  an  order  which  prohibits  assistant  keepers 
from  giving  them  tobacco.  Witness  further  *ay,  "  that  his  children  have  taken 
things  from  prisoners,  and  sold  them,  in  exchange  lor  other  articles.  He  believes 
that  all  the  keepers*  children  have  done  it.  Witness  explains  by  saying,  "  that  they 
went  on  the  wall,  and  let  down  strings  to  take  things  up ;  that  it  has  also  b«en  done 

35# 
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through  the  basement  story  windows,  in  front  of  the  house,  with  convicts  in  die 
cookery."  Many  of  these  things  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to 
prevent  in  the  buildings,  as  they  are  now  constructed.  There  i9  no  point  of  obser- 
vation, from  which  there  can  be  a  thorough  supervision,  by  the  piincipal  keeper,  of 
the  whole  establishment ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  very  many  hiding-places,  besides  t 
guard  room  for  the  principal  keeper  and  his  deputy,  from  which  they  can  only  look 
into  the  street,  and  see  nothing  that  is  done  in  the  Prison. 

For  the  same  reason,  the  discipline  is  interrupted  by  a  knowledge  in  the  Prison, 
among  the  convicts,  of  almost  every  thing  that  is  done  abroad. 

The  priucipal  keeper  says,  that *•  things  which  take  place  in  town  are  known  to 
the  prisoners  within  twenty -four  hours,  which  could  not  be  known  except  from  the 
keepers ;  there  is  such  a  familiarity  between  them,  that  these  things  are  all  con- 
municated."  This  familiarity  between  keepers  and  convicts  could  soon  be  broken 
up  by  the  principal  keeper,  if  he  was  faithful,  if  the  construction  was  such,  that 
he  could  from  his  office  overlook  the  whole  establishment,  and  see  keepers  and 
convicts  at  the  same  time. 

Another  witnes3  said,  that  "  it  was  too  much  the  case,  that  there  was  a  familiar- 
ity  between  the  convicts  and  keepers.  He  says  the  convicts  seem  to  know  most 
every  thing  that  is  going  on." 

Another  witness  thinks  "  the  convicts  know  what  is  going  on  In  Trenton,"  and 
says  "  they  will  know  within  a  month  what  is  going  on  here  to-day." 

He  says  they  have  newspapers ;  "  I  have  seen  papers  more  than  once ;  but  did 
not  see  any  one  give  them  to  the  convicts."  This  is  the  great  difficulty  in  this 
Prison ;  almost  any  thing  may  be  done,  (there  are  so  many  hiding-places  to  do  mis- 
chief,) and  the  responsible  officer  cannot  see  who  does  it. 

Owing  in  part  to  the  construction  of  the  Prison*  the  discipline  is  such,  that  riots 
are  frequent,  and  it  is  difficult  to  prevent  them ;  there  are  many  places  for  con- 
cealment, and,  necessarily,  from  the  construction,  frequent  opportunities  for  com- 
bination, out  of  which  these  riots  have  grown.  The  principal  keeper  said, "  be 
had  lately  had  an  attempt  at  riot,  and  there  was  another  riot  since  he  had  been 
there,  in  the  weave  shop.  The  keeper  was  absent  from  his  shop  contrary  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Piison.  The  rule  is,  that  no  keeper  shall  leave  bis  shop  till  the 
relief  comes.  Thi*  rule  is  violated  every  day."  Thjs  is  the  testimony  of  the  piin- 
cipal keeper.  While  the  assistant  keepers  say  trulyMn  their  defence,  that  there 
are  more  shop?  and  places  of  labor  for  them  to  oversee,  than  there  arc  keepers;  and 
they  are  obliged  to  go  from  one  to  another ;  consequently  an  opportunity  for  riot 
is  afforded  when  the  keeper  of  a  shop  is  absent. 

Another  witness  testified,  "  that  they  had  pretty  severe  riots.  If  any  one  telb 
of  them,  they  fall  on  him  and  beat  him.  It  has  been  done  four  or  five  times  in  i 
year."  One  of  the  inspectors  testified,  "  that  the  Prison  had  been  in  a  regularise 
of  insubordination  duiing  the  last  year."  Another  witness,  one  of  the  contractor!, 
testified,  "  that  he  saw  a  very  alarming  riot  at  the  Prison.  When  I  went  to  the 
door,"  said  witness,  *<  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  thirty  convicts  between 
the  two  shops.  One  of  the  keepers  was  doing  all  that  he  could  to  suppress  it ;  an- 
other threatened  to  fire  upon  them  from  the  wall ;  another  keeper  came  to  the  gate, 
and  called  for  a  musket.  He  was  as  pale  a3  death.  There  was  some  private  diffi- 
culty between  two  convicts,  and  the  others  took  sides.  I  heard  one  of  the  con- 
victs swear,  that  he  would  not  leave  the  yard,  till  he  had  been  the  death  of  tbe 
other."  If  the  Prison  was  so  constructed  as  to  separate  the  convicts  at  night,  and 
admit  of  keeping  them  in  their  places  in  the  day  time,  under  constant  inspection. 
both  from  the  keepers  in  the  shop*  and  those  in  the  guard  room,  these  riots  could 
be  effectually  prevented. 

Again,  the  discipline  of  the  Prison  is  destroyed  by  the  keepers  sleeping  at  &«r 
posts,  and,  as  the  Prison  is  constructed,  the  safety  of  the  Prison  has  frequently 
been  endangered  at  night.  The  principal  keeper  testifies,  "  that  during  the  sun- 
nier, he  found  tbe  assistant  keepers  sleeping  on  their  posts  at  night.  They  were 
called  before  the  board  of  inspectors,  and  acknowledged  that  they  had  done  so" 
The  board  notified  them  through  the  keeper,  that  they  should  expect  them  there- 
after to  do  their  duty.  After  this  the  assistant  keepers  locked  the  principal  keeper 
out  of  the  hall,  which  led  to  the  room  where  they  were  on  duty,  one  week,  whkb 
he  attempted  to  enter  several  times,  but  could  not  The  assistant  keeper  alleged* 
as  a  reason  for  doing  this,  that  the  safety  of  the  Prison  was  in  danger  from  discharged 
convicts,  who  had  formed  the  design  of  coming  over  the  wall  in  the  night ;  enter- 
ing the  passage  which  leads  to  the  room  where  the  watch  boo  duty ;  securing  the 
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ratch,and  releasing  the  prisoner*.  About  this  time,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
oth  the  assistant  and  principal  keeper,  two  or  more  discharged  convicts  did  actu- 
Uy  come  over  the  wall  in  the  night,  in'o  the  yard  ;  the  dogs  gave  the  alarm  ;  the 
eepers  were  at  once  on  duty ;  the  ladder  was  found  where  they  had  scaled  the 
all ;  the  alarm-bell  was  rung ;  but  the  villains  made  their  escape.  The  principal 
seper  supposes  that  their  object  was  plunder,  as  some  shoes  were  found  which 
ley  had  taken  from  the  shop,  near  the  place  where  they  had  scaled  the  wall.  The 
sUtant  keepers  suppose  that  their  object  was  the  release  of  the  prisoners. 
Not  a  great  while  after  this,  there  was  another  alarm  of  a  similar  kind,  when  the 
incipal  Keeper  was  not  at  home ;  but  it  was  not  satisfactorily  ascertained  whether, 
this  time,  any  person  from  without  came  over  the  wall.  The  result  of  the  whole 
as,  that  a  different  arrangement  was  made  between  the  principal  and  the  assistant 
tepers,  by  which  the  former  was  supplied  with  a  key  to  open  the  door  of  the  pas- 
ge  leading  to  the  night  watch,  and  the  night  watch  were  supplied  with  a  key, 
at  they  might  secure  themselves  against  the  assaults  of  discharged  convicts, 
ill*  wouli  seem  reasonable,  so  far  as  the  safety  of  the  Prison  is  endangered  from 
scharged  convicts ;  but  it  is  not  calculated  to  keep  the  night  watch  awake  while 
i  duty,  because  they  are  so  securely  locked,  and  concealed  from  observation,  in  a 
iall  room  by  themselves,  that  they  might  sleep  on  their  posts,  and  still  not  be  de- 
cted ;  for  when  the  principal  keeper  comes  to  unlock  the  door  of  the  passage 
iding  to  the  watch  room,  the  noise  would  be  likely  to  awaken  the  night  watch,  if 
:  were  asleep,  so  that  the  principal  keeper  would  not  know  whether  he  had  been 
leep  or  not. 

There  is  another  difficulty  about  the  place  where  the  night  watch  is  on  duty  in 
is  Prison.  If  the  watch  is  awake,  he  cannot  see,  from  the  room  where  he  isusu- 
[y  stationed,  any  part  of  the  building  where  the  convicts  are  lodged.  He  must 
ive  bis  station,  and  go  out  into  the  passage,  and  pass  through  one  or  two  doors, 
(ore  he  comes  to  the  only  place  where  he  can  see  the  night  room) ;  and  even  then 
•  must  go  into  four  stories,  and  peep  over  the  tops  of  eight  doors,  before  he  can 
ipect  forty  cells;  and,  after  all,  he  can  only  see  the  doors;  he  cannot  see  the  inte- 
»r  of  the  cells,  nor  know  whether  the  convicts  are  there,  or  whether  they  have 
caped  through  the  roof  or  external  walls  into  the  yard. 

In  a  Prison  properly  constructed,  the  place  where  the  night  watch  is  on  duty  is 
<!  liable  to  such  objection* ;  because  the  principal  keeper,  from  his  private  apart- 
ent,  at  any  moment,  can  look  in  upon  him,  and  see  that  he  is  awake,  without  the 
towledge  of  the  night  watch  ;  and  the  night  watch,  from  the  open  space  in  which 
;  is  placed,  by  changing  his  position  30  feet,  without  passing  through  any  door, 
n  command  the  doors  and  windows  of  every  night  room  in  the  building ;  and,  at 
e  same  time,  if  a  convict  gets  out  of  his  cell,  he  is  not  only  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
e  sentinel,  but  he  is  still  in  Prison,  for  it  is  a  Prison  within  a  Prison.  He  has  got 
it  of  one  Prison  into  another.  He  has  got  out  of  his  cell,  but  he  has  gotten  into 
place  where  he  is  exposed  to  the  fire  oi  the  sentinel,  and,  if  the  alarm  is  given,  to 
e  fire  of  the  musketry  of  all  the  keepers  in  the  guard  room. 
Not  so  in  our  State  Prison ;  the  convicts  may  get  out  of  their  night  rooms,  into  the 
►en  yard ;  thence,  unseen  in  the  dark,  over  the  yard  wall  into  the  street.  The  con- 
ruction  is,  therefore,  such,  that  the  night  watch  may  sleep  at  his  post,  and  the 
mvicts  escape  with  impunity. 

3d.    Of  Escapes. 

To  show  that  this  is  not  a  representation  unsupported  by  facts,  we  have  obtained 
formation  from  the  records  of  the  Pri.-on,  concerning  the  escapes  which  have  ac- 
lally  been  effected  since  the  Prison  was  built  This  list  U  now  before  us :  it  con- 
ins  the  names  of  one  hundred  and  eight  convicts  who  have  made  their  es- 
ipe.  This  is  more  than  one  twelfh  part  of  all  who  have  been  committed  to  the 
risoQ — a  proof  of  the  insecurity  of  the  Prison ;  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  in 
le  history  of  Prisons,  without  a  parallel. 

Of  the  whole  number  who  thus  escaped,  ten  escaped,  one  at  a  time ;  sixteen,  two 
:  a  time  ;  twenty-one,  three  at  a  time ;  twenty-four,  four  at  a  time ;  five  at  one 
me ;  fourteen,  seven  at  a  time  ;  and  eighteen,  nine  at  a  time.  Total,  one  huh- 
eed  and  eight.  Males,  one  hundred  and  three  ;  females,  five.  One  escaped 
y  making  a  hole  in  the  door ;  one,  by  a  false  key  ;  two,  who  were  at  work  on  the 
ew  cells ;  three,  by  forcing  the  hall  door  ;  four,  through  the  yard  gate  ;  four,  in  a 
lanner  not  specified ;  five,  through  the  grates  without  sawing ;  uw;  by  sawing 
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the  grates  *,  twenty-nine,  by  scaling  the  wall ;  and  forty -nine,  through  the  roof, 
walls,  and  doors  of  the  main  building.  Total,  one  hundred  and  eight.  Twen- 
ty-eight were  retaken  the  same  day ;  twenty-five,  after  more  than  one  day,  and  in 
less  than  one  year  ;  six  were  gone,  time  not  specified  ;  two  were  gone  one  year; 
one,  two  years ;  one,  three  years  ;  and  fifty-five  were  never  retaken.  Total,  one 
hundred  and  eioht.  In  these  troubles,  one  keeper  was  stabbed ;  three  pris- 
oners broke  into  the  guard  room,  and  got  two  guns  with  which  they  escaped ;  two 
prisoners  were  shot,  but  not  killed  ;  and  one  was  shot  dead. 

The  official  document  from  the  Prison  records,  from  which  these  results  are 
taken,  is  herewith  submitted,  marked  A. 

The  amount  paid  in  apprehending  the  above  prisoners  was  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  dollars  and  three  cents. 

4th.     Of  Punishment. 

Notwithstanding  the  number  of  escapes  from  this  Prison,  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  want  of  sufficiently  severe  punishments  for  misdemeanor. 

Solitary  confinement  on  a  scanty  allowance  of  bread  with  cold  water  is  much 
used.  The  period  of  time  not  unfrequently  extends  to  twenty  and  thirty  days,  and 
this  too  in  the  winter  season,  in  cells  warmed  by  no  fire.  The  suffering  in  these 
circumstances  is  intense  ;  the  convicts  lose  their  flesh  and  strength,  and  frequently 
their  health  ;  they  are  sometimes  so  far  broken  down,  as  to  be  unable  to  work  when 
they  are  discharged  into  the  yard,  and  to  require  nearly  as  much  time  in  the  hos- 
pital, to  recruit  them,  as  they  have  had  in  the  cells,  to  break  them  down. 

The  committee  saw  a  man  in  the  hospital  last  week,  just  taken  from  the  cells, 
where  he  had  been  punished  for  misdemeanor  about  twenty  days.  He  was  pros- 
trate upon  the  bed,  emaciated,  and  unable  to  work,  and  complained  of  much  pain. 
The  physician  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  his  pulse,  which  he  remarked 
was  very  feeble.  The  keeper  thought  it  would  be  some  time  before  he  would  be 
able  to  work. 

Besides  punishments  in  this  mode,  the  records  show,  that  chains  arc  much  used; 
sometimes  with  a  fifty-six  attached  to  them,  and  sometimes  for  the  purpose  of  chain- 
ing the  prisoner  to  the  place  where  he  is  at  work.  A  number  of  the  prisoners,  at 
the  present  time,  have  chains  upon  them,  and  the  committee  saw  one,  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  of  age,  who  had  on  an  iron  neck  yoke,  with  arms  extending  18  or  20 
inches  each  way  from  his  head,  which  was  said  to  be,  not  for  punishment,  but  to 
prevent  his  getting  through  the  grates. 

The  following  list  is  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  Prison,  who  has  been  there 
twenty  years.  It  shows  the  number  of  prisoners  that  is  supposed  to  have  died  in 
consequence  of  being  severely  punished  in  the  cells,  for  disobedience  : — William 
Thomas,  Thomas  Steward,  John  0.  Brian,  William  Bower,  John  Brown,  Tunis  Cole, 
Aaron  Strattain,  Thomas  Somes,  Pomp  Cisco,  and  Peter  Marks — 10. 

The  document  from  which  this  statement  is  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
marked  B. 

If  the  Prison  were  so  constructed,  as  to  separate  the  men  at  night,  and  keen 
tli em  perfectly  still,  and  thus  break  up  all  such  combinations  as  that  of  the  staiicn 
gang  ;  and  if  the  shops  were  so  constructed  as  to  admit  of  a  constant  inspection,  » 
as  to  keep  the  prisoners  in  their  place3,  at  their  work  in  silence, — thcro  would  be 
comparatively  little  need  of  severe  punishments,  because  rebellion  and  villany 
would  be  prevented  in  the  very  beginning. 

5th.    Or  Deaths. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  Prison,  including  the  ten  above-mentioned, 
is  forty-nine. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  committed  is  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  six* 
'  The  average  number  or  prisoners,  taking  the  whole  period  of  time,  is  supposed 
to  be  fiAy ;  which  gives  a  bill  of  mortality  of  about  three  per  cent.,  which  is  three 
per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  and  about  two 
per  cent,  more  than  that  of  the  Prisons  of  Auburn  and  Wethersfield. 

The  document  herewith  submitted,  from  which  the  above  is  taken,  is  marked  C. 

6th.     Or  Recommitments. 

The  mECOMMiTMENTs  are,  out  of  ninety,  the  whole  number,  eeven  a  second 
time ;  two  a  third  time  ;  and  two  a  fourth  time.    Cases  of  iiforjmation,  we 
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have  heard  of  few  or  none.  At  Auburn,  out  of  six  hundred,  the  whole  number, 
the  recommitments  ire,  seventeen  a  second  time,  and,  from  latent  information,  none 
•  third.  Cases  of  reformation  at  Auburn,  out  of  two  hundred  and  six  dis- 
charged convicts,  one  hundred  and  forty-six  well  authenticated. 

7th.    Of  Expenses. 

Some  particulars  in  regard  to  the  expenses  and  earnings  of  the  New  Jersey  State 
Prison,  as  furnished  from  the  treasury  department,  are  as  follows : — 

The  expenses  exceeded  the  earnings,  in  four  years,  from  1800  to 

1803  incluavc, $21,776  29 

In  nine  years,  between  1810  and  1822, 68,651  83 

In  eight  years,  from  1822  to  1829  inclusive, 46,425  44 

Total  loss,  including  the  loss  in  the  periods  specified  above,      .    .     .  16£,963  81 
Average  loss  to  the  State,  annually,  from  September,  1798,  to  Sep- 
tember, 1829,  thirty-one  years, 6,304  05 

The  official  document,  from  which  these  results  arc  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
marked  D. 

How  can  these  things  be  ?  They  are  not  satisfactorily  explained.  According  to 
the  returns  to  the  committee  from  the  Prison,  the  food  of  the  prisoners  per  day, 

costs 4  ett.  8  Milts. 

The  clothing, 1  5 

Incidental  expenses, 2  9 

Total  amount,  excluding  pay  of  officers, 9  3 

Pay  of  officers  tor  each  man  daily, 9  4 

Total  expense  of  each  convict  daily, 18  7 

Of  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  sixteen  are  employed  in  shoe-making,  each  of 
whom,  as  an  easy  day's  work,  is  said  to  make  one  pair  of  coarse  shoes  per  dr.y.  The 
price  paid  by  contractors  for  making  such  shoes  is,  for  each  pair,  thirty-three  cents, 
the  State  to  find  shoe-thread,  &c. 

When  any  part  of  the  shoemakers  are  employed  for  the  State,  the  shoes  which 
they  make  are  charged  to  the  State,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  pair,  for 
common  shoes,  and  other  work  at  a  similar  rate.  Why,  then,  do  not  the  shoemakers 
earn  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  cents  per  day ;  and  not,  as  they  are  returned,  only 
eighteen  cents  and  nine  mills  ?  If  the  returns  are  properly  made,  it  must  be  be- 
cause they  are  not  furnished  with  work,  and  kept  at  it  When  the  committee  vis- 
ited the  Prison,  several  shoemakers  were  sitting  in  idleness,  because  the  contrac- 
tors had  not  furnished  them  with  work.  One  of  the  inspectors  testified  before  the 
committee  as  follows : — "  No  longer  ago  than  yesterday,  I  went  to  the  Prison,  and 
the  keeper  of  the  shoe  shop  was  not  in  hi*  place.  I  found  only  two  of  the  men 
at  work  ;  as  soon  as  I  slept  in,  the  convicts  said  "  Whist"  and  went  to  their  places 
like  a  parcel  of  rabbits.  I  went  round  the  Prison,  and  when  I  came  back,  the 
keeper  was  in  his  place,  and  I  gave  him  a  piece  of  my  mind."  This  business  of 
the  shoe  shop,  is  the  mo;t  important  branch  of  business,  except  one,  in  the  Prison ; 
that  is,  the  weaving  business. 

In  the  weavers'  shop,  thirty-nine  hands  are  employed.  This  is  a  branch  of  busi- 
ness, in  which  most  of  the  hands  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  are  employed,  which 
has  cleared  for  the  State,  over  and  above  every  expense,  in  the  last  eight  years,  up- 
wards of  seventy  thousand  dollars. 

In  the  weavers'  shop,  in  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison,  thirty-nine  hands  are  em- 
ployed, and  twenty-six  looms.    The  cheapest  work  done  on  these  looms  is  done  for 
two  and  a  half  cents  per  yard,  which  is  about  half  a  cent  less  pcrvard,  than  is  paid 
for  the  same  kind  of  work,  done  for  the  same  persons,  in  town.    The  task  in  winter 
is  ten  yards  per  day  ;  but  the  average  quantity  of  work  done  is  supposed  by  the 
keeper  not  to  exceed  nine  yards,  in  winter.    Allowing  it  to  be  nine  yards,  this 
would  give  the  earnings  twenty -two  and  a  half  cents  per  day,  at  the  lowest  prices, 
in  the  shortest  days.     In  the  summer  season,  the  task  is  fourteen  yards  per  day. 
Suppose  them  in  summer  to  fall  short  of  their  task  one  yard  per  day,  as  in  winter, 
and  weave  but  thirteen  yards ;  they  would  earn  thirty-two  and  a  half  cents  per 
day  in  summer.    This  is  supposing  the  lowest  prices  for  all  the  looms.     But  many 
of  the  looms  weave  cloth  for  three  cents,  and  three  and  a  half  cents,  per  yard,  and 
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the  country  looms  for  ten  cents  a  yard.  In  such  cases,  the  business  is  much  note 
advantageous  to  the  Slate  than  in  the  cases  above  mentioned.  But  with  the  mot 
favorable  suppo  ition  to  the  weaving  department,  and  the  most  unfavorable  to  (he 
State,  it  appears,  that  the  men  in  the  weave  shop  can  earn,  in  winter,  each  twenty* 
two  and  a  half  cents  a  day,  and  in  summer  thirty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  day;  or 
an  average,  for  the  whole  year,  of  twenty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  day.  The  or- 
dinary day's  work,  in  town,  for  hired  hands,  is  twenty  yards,  and  the  lowest  pike 
three  cents  per  yard,  by  which  a  weaver  in  town,  at  the  most  moderate  estimate  in 
weaving  the  same  goods,  can  earn  sixty  cents  per  day.  But  in  the  Prison,  accord- 
ing to  the  official  returns  to  the  committee,  the  weavers  earn  but  eighteen  cents 
per  day  ;  or,  if  the  spoolers  are  included,  they  earn  but  twelve  cents  and  a  fraction. 
Thus,  in  this  most  extensive  branch  of  business,  if  the  returns  are  correctly  made, 
the  men  do  not  pay  their  part  of  the  expenses  by  six  cents  and  eight  mills  per  day 
each.  They  earn  twelve  cents,  and  they  cost  eighteen  cents  and  seven  mills. 
Here,  too,  the  explanation  is  the  same  as  in  the  shoe  shop.  The  contractors  do  not 
supply  work,  or  the  overseer  does  not  keep  them  at  it.  The  principal  keeper  says, 
"  that  many  hundred  days  are  lost  in  consequence  of  the  conti  actors  not  supplying 
work;"  ancHone  of  the  inspectors  testified,  "  that  he  had  been  into  the  shop  and 
found  the  overseer  asleep  at  his  post."  The  same  witness  says,  "  the  prisoners 
leave  their  shops  when  they  choose,  and  things  are  pretty  much  out  of  sorts  at  the 
Prison." 

Besides  weavers  and  shoemakers,  it  appears,  from  the  official  returns,  that  two 
men  were  employed  as  coopers;  and  this  department  produced  for  the  State,  from 
the  labor  of  these  men,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  fifteen  dollars  and  seventy-thret 
cents.  Four  were  employed  in  sawing  stone;  and  this  department  produced  for 
the  labor  of  these  four  men,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  twenty-nine  dollars  tod 
thirty-two  cents;  three  were  employed  as  tailors,  and  five  in  spinning;  but  the 
proceeds  of  their  labor  cannot  be  ascertained  from  the  returns;  twenty-hike 
promiscuous  hands,  including  all  the  above  except  the  weavers  and  shoemakers, 
having  their  food  and  clothes  found  them,  earned,  on  an  average,  according  to  the 
official  return*,  five  cents  per  day  each.  From  the  same  return  it  appears,  that  the 
whole  number  earned  on  an  average  ten  cents  and  four  mills  per  day>  and  cost 
eighteen  cents  and  eight  mills. 

The  committee  would  not  express  an  opinion,  whether  these  very  unfavorable 
results,  provided  the  returns  are  correctly  made,  are  to  be  attributed,  to  which  of 
the  three  following  causes,  in  the  greatest  degree  :  to  the  construction  of  the  Prton, 
which  admits  of  such  combination  in  villany  during  the  night,  and  such  conceal- 
ment in  idleness  during  the  day  ;  to  the  neglect  of  the  overseers ;  or  to  the  imper- 
fection of  the  contracts,  which  do  not  make  the  contractors  liable  if  the  men  in 
their  employ  are  not  supplied  with  work.  All  three,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee, are  evils  demanding  a  speedy  remedy. 

That  they  are  not  necessary  evils,  subjecting  the  State  to  such  heavy  expenses, 
for  the  support  of  the  Prison,  is  evident  from  a  comparison  between  the  State  Prison 
in  New  Jersey,  and  the  new  State  Prison  in  Connecticut,  in  regard  to  their  expenses 
and  earnings  during  the  last  year. 

The  New  Jersey  Prison  had  ninety  prisoners;  the  Connecticut,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four. 

The  expenses  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison  were $6,199  00 

The  expenses  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  were 5,876  IS 

The  expenses  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  for  the  support  of  ninety 
prisoners,  exceed  the  expenses  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  for 
the  support  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  prisoners 822  87 

The  earnings  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison  were 8,427  98 

The  earnings  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  were 9,105  54 

The  earnings  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  exceed  the  earnings  of  the 

New  Jersey  Prison 5,677  56 

And  the  expenses  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  are  less  than  the  ex- 
penses of  the  New  Jersey  Prison  822  87 

This  is  the  view  which  the  committee  have  taken  of  the  expenses  and  earnia# 
of  the  Prison. 
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e  document,  from  which  the  above  results  are  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
edE. 

odes,  among  the  official  documents  returned  to  the  committee,  it  is  stated,  that 
undred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents  are  due  from  the  State 
:  convicts  for  over  stint.  This,  however,  makes  no  part  of  the  trial  balance 
,  as  it  ought,  if  it  is  due.  The  under  keepers  say  it  is  due,  the  principal  keeper 
it  is  not.  From  one  sheet  of  the  official  returns,  it  would  appear  to  be  due. 
the  other,  on  which  the  other  debts  of  the  institution  are  stated,  and  the  trial 
ce  sheet,  it  appears  not  to  be  due. 

e  of  the  inspectors  testifies,  "  that  the  accounts  do  not  show  exactly  the  amount 
or  lost.  He  understood  from  the  clerk,  that  there  were  outstanding  bills  not 
id  in.  He  coincides  with  the  other  witnesses,  that  the  inventory  was  taken 
rally  by  the  keeper,  and  principally  by  copying  the  old  inventory,  so  that  the 
could  not  know  from  year  to  year  what  is  lost."  Once  in  several  years  the 
itory  would  be  taken  right.  By  this  mode  of  taking  the  inventory,  it  will  be 
ived,  there  would  be  a  heavy  loss  all  at  once,  while  the  State  would  appear,  from 
to  year,  not  to  be  losing  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  annually. 

h*  Food,  Fuel,  Number  or  Officers,  Location,  and  Remedy  for 

Exi8Tiiro  Evils. 

e  principal  articles  of  food,  with  the  quantities  and  prices,  during  the  last 
were 

I  cwt.  2  qrs.  17  lbs.  of  rye  flour,  from  $1  62&  to  2  50 

per  cwt $449  51 

cwt.  corn  meal,  from  $1  to  1  12^  per  cwt 43  12 

ler  flour  and  meal  bought  by  the  bushel  and  barrel         .     .     101  87 

tal  cost  of  bread  stuff $504  00 

59  lbs.  of  beef,  from  3  to  3£  cents  per  lb $197  16 

>2  do.  pork,  from  4£  to  6  cents 206  61 

39  do.  hogs'  heads,  from  2£  to  3  cents 48  10 

M>  herring,  at  $1  per  thousand 7  50 

teefs  head 25 


tal  cost  of  meat $459  62 

32  gallons  of  molasses,  from  28  to  40  cents  per  gallon  .     .     .  428  161 
I  bushels  of  potatoes,  from  23  to  33  cents  per  bushel  ...    53  12J 


tal, $481  29 

Recapitulation. 

ead  stuffs 44,699  lbs.     .     .     .  cost  .     .     .  $594  01£ 

sats 12,450  "      ...  ««  ...    451  87^ 

Masses 39,424  gills  ...  "  ...     428  16^ 

tatoes 13,392  pints ...  "  ...      53  12& 

$1527  18 
her  and  smaller  articles  of  food 66  01& 

tal  expense  of  food $1693  19£ 

le  proportion  of  each  article,  which  this  would 
give  to  each  man  daily,  estimating  the  number 
of  men  at  ninety,  is 1  lb.  4  oz.  3-10  of  bread  stuffs. 

6  "  2-10  of  meat. 

1  gill  2-10  of  molasses. 

1  gill  6-10  of  potatoes. 

will  be  observed,  that  the  molasses  costs  almost  as  much  as  the  meat,  and  eight 
s  as  much  as  the  vegetables.  The  committee  are  satisfied,  that  this  is  out  of 
ust  proportion  ;  that  the  molasses  should  be  diminished  from  one  gill  and  2-10 
a  gill,  which  would  save  on  the  molasses  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars 

H2 
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76  cents  annually :  that  the  sum,  thus  saved  on  the  molasses,  he  expended  fo 
beef,  so  far  as  to  make  the  ration  of  beef  one  half  more  than  it  now  is.  The  allow 
ance  of  beef  the  last  year  has  been  only  three  ounces  to  each  man  per  day,  the  cos 
of  which  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollar?  16  cent*.  The  change  Wi 
recommend  is,  that  out  of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  76  cents,  save* 
on  molasses,  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  16  cen's,  be  expended  to  pur 
chase  beef,  which  will  give  six  ounces  of  beef  instead  of  three  ounces.  This  dim 
inution  of  molasses,  and  increase  of  beef,  will  enable  the  men  to  work  with  ntor 
strength,  and  we  shall  still  have  forty-two  dollars  60  cents  saved  on  the  moluises. 

We  recommend  further,  that  the  Indian  meal  be  diminished  from  6  ounces  an 
6-10  per  day  to  4  ounces.  The  men,  many  of  them,  complain  that  they  have  to 
much  mush  and  molasses.  This  will  save  forty-four  dollars  annually  on  the  mu«b 
That  the  money  thus  saved  shall  be  expended  for  potatoes,  which  will  increase  tb 
quantity  of  potatoes  from  one  gill  and  6-10  to  three  gills. 

We  recommend  also,  that  the  rye  flour  be  diminished  from  14  ounces  and  9-10 t» 
12  ounces,  which  will  save  on  this  article  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  ;  that  thirty 
eight  dollars  and  40  cents  of  the  sum  thus  saved  be  expended  for  potatoes,  whicl 
will  increase  the  allowance  of  potatoes  to  one  pint;  and  ihat  the  remaining  seventy 
one  dollars  60  cents  saved  on  the  rye  flour,  together  with  the  forty-two  dollars  6< 
cents  saved  on  the  molasses,  be  expended  for  beef,  which  will  incica.«e  the  allow 
ance  of  beef  to  eight  ounces  per  day,  by  increasing  the  expenses  of  the  Stale  on  the 
provisions,  nineteen  dollars  24  cents,  annually. 

Any  two  men  in  the  weave  shop,  on  the  custom  wdrk,  in  consideration  of  this 
change  and  improvement  in  the  ration,  may  easily  make  up  this  deficiency,  by  the 
additional  work  performed.  The  ration,  when  rhanped,  will  stand  thus  per  day:— 
|  lb.  rye  6our,  and  £  lb.  corn  meal,  £  lb.  beef,  and  3  ounces  of  pork,  1  pint  of  po- 
tatoes, and  £  a  gill  of  molasses ;  and  the  smaller  items,  salt,  &c.  amounting  to  $66  Gl£ 
unaltered. 

This  ration  would  nearly  resemble  tho  ration  in  those  Prisons  where  the  men 
more  than  support  themselves. 

The  fuel  required  in  the  Prison,  as  it  is  now  constructed,  amounted  last  year  to 
one  hundred  and  one  cords  and  a  half  of  wood,  twelve  and  a  halt'  tons  of  stone 
coal,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  bushels  of  charcoal,  at  an  expense  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  93  cents.  Eifiht  stoves  are  used  to  warm  forty 
night  rooms,  while,  in  a  properly  constructed  Prison,  two  stoves  would  warm  odc 
hundred  and  fifty.  Twenty-two  fires  are  used  to  warm  the  whole  establishment, 
and,  as  the  Prison  is  constructed,  the  committee  do  not  see  how  any  of  these  fires 
can  be  dispensed  with;  while,  in  a  well  constructed  Prison,  the  committee  are 
convinced,  from  the  returns  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  that  the  number  of 
fires  required  is  so  much  less  as  to  diminish  the  expense  in  the  article  of  fuel  njore 
than  three  hundred  dollars  annually. 

The  number  of  officers  required  in  this  Prison,  to  promote  a  wholesome  discipline, 
must  be,  according  to  the  testimony  which  the  committee  has  received,  revrn, 
where  there  are  now  but  three;  that  is,  an  increase  of  four,  at  four  hundred  dollars 
per  annum  each.  This  would  increase  the  expenses  sixteen  hundred  dollars  annu- 
ally, while  the  present  number  of  officers,  in  a  well  constructed  Prison,  would  se- 
cure a  belter  discipline  than  the  number  thus  increased  in  the  old  Prison.  The 
difference  of  expense,  then,  in  the  old  Prison,  and  in  a  new  and  well  constructed 
Prison,  as  to  the  number  of  officers  and  the  fuel,  would  be  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars  annually,  or  the  interest  of  thirty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  dollars — a  sura  sufficient  to  build  a  new  Prison. 

Tho  location  h  unfavorable  for  business.  No  man  would  think  of  selecting  that 
as  a  good  place  for  the  transaction  of  a  large  business.  If  Trenton  is  the  town  for 
the  Prison,  the  present  site  is  not  the  place  for  it.  It  is  wi'hout  natural  advantages. 
It  was  put  where  it  is,  because  a  man  gave  the  land  to  build  it  on.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  least  difference  between  the  expense  of  transacting  the  business  of  (he 
Prison  where  it  is,  and  in  town,  would  be  three  hundred  dollars  annually.  The 
Prison,  then,  with  its  present  location  and  construction,  has  physical  disadv'an'afe*, 
viz. :  on  the  location,  annually,  $300  ;  on  fuel,  $300  ;  and  on  the  number  of  offi- 
cers, $1600;  which  would  make  a  difference  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars 
annually,  between  the  old  Prison  and  a  new  one,  which  is  the  interest  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars — a  sum  more  than  sufficient  to  build  a  new  Piison. 

These  considerations  are  entirely  independent  of  the  greater  security,  industryi 
and  more  productive  labor,  which  can  be  secured  in  a  new  Prison ;  by  breaking  up 
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I  the  traffic,  combinations  in  villany,  attempts  to  escape,  riots,  fighting,  gambling, 
making  cards  and  counterfeit  coin.  The  committee  see  no  reason  why  these  evils 
cannot  be  removed  in  New  Jersey  as  well  a-?  in  Connecticut,  nor  why  the  State 
Prison  in  New  Jersey,  like  that  in  Connecticut,  should  not,  instead  of  being  an  ex- 
pea*  to  the  State  of  five  thousand  dollars  annually,  be  a  source  of  income  of  three 
thousand  dollars  annually. 

The  directors  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut  say,  in  their  last  report  to  the 
Legislature,  "  We  found  a  system  in  operation  at  the  old  Prison,  which  had,  for  ten 
years  previous  to  its  abandonment,  occasioned  to  the  State  an  expense  of  $84,634  05 
orer  and  above  its  earnings,  which  sum  had  been  drawn  from  the  treasury ;  being 
an  average  deficit  of  more  than  $9,400  per  annum.  We  found  the  moral  results  of 
the  system  to  be  more  unfortunate  than  the  pecuniary,  and  that  all  its  tendencies 
were  to  debase  and  corrupt  the  convict.  The  new  Prison,  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  first  of  Apiil  hist,  after  defraying  every  expense  for  its  management  and  sup- 
port, has  earned  to  the  State  $3,229  41 ;  making  a  difference  to  the  State,  between 
the  old  and  new  Prison,  of  $11,629  41  annually — an  annuity  more  than  sufficient,  in 
three  year*,  to  cover  the  expense  of  building  the  new  Prison. 

"The  results  of  the  cxpciiment,"  say  the  directors,  "  are  now  before  the  public. 
We  can  truly  say,  they  have  exceeded  our  highest  anticipations,  both  as  it  respects 
their  moral  and  pecuniary  character." 

Your  committee  have  yet  to  learn  why  such  results  cannot  be  realized  in  New 
Jersey,  as  well  a*  in  Connecticut. 

Thus  the  committee  on  the  State  Prison  has  endeavored  to  submit  the  facts,  in 
the  ca«e  now  before  them,  in  a  full  and  impartial  manner.  These  have  produced, 
in  the  min  Is  of  the  committee,  an  unanimous  opinion,  that  the  construction  of  the 
Prison  i<  altogether  wrung,  and  does  not  admit  of  being  essentially  corrected  in  the 
old  establishment.  The  discipline,  in  consequence,  in  great  part,  of  the  construe- 
lion,  may  be  called  disorder  rather  than  discipline.  The  escapes  have  been,  so  far 
as  ojr  knowledge  extend*,  without  a  parallel,  principally  in  consequence  of  the 
imperfection  of  the  buildings.  The  punishments,  from  the  same  disadvantages  in 
construction,  have  been  very  severe,  to  prevent  riots,  insurrections,  and  escapes. 
The  committee  greatly  lament  the  fact?  in  evidence,  on  this  part. of  the  subject. 
The  deaths  arc  more  numerous  than  they  would  be  in  a  Prison  well  constructed 
and  well  ven  ilatcd.  The  recommitments  are  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  convicts  ;  and  the  rases  of  reformation,  few  or  none  ;  because  the  men  are 
associated  together  day  and  night  for  purposes  of  mutual  corruption;  and  this 
cannot  be  prevented  in  the«e  buildings. 

The  expense  of  supporting  the:  establishment  is  very  heavy,  and  this  too,  in  great 
part,  because  the  men  cannot  be  kept  at  their  business. 

The  difficulties  among  the  officers  are  greatly  to  be  lamented.  If  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Piison  is  such,  that  the  prisoners  provoke  the  under  officers,  because 
they  do  not  stay  in  their  places,  and  mind  their  business,  and  the  under  officers  pro- 
voke the  principal  keeper  because  they  do  not  stay  in  their  places  and  mind  their 
business  ;  this  is  no  sufficient  excuse  fur  passion,  profane  swearing,  and  wran- 
glint*  among  the  officers  ;  these  things  should  have  no  place  in  this  public  insti- 
tution, which  has  written  over  its  door,  "  The  New  Jersey  Penitentiary." 
We  have  recommended  an  alteration  in  the  food  of  the  prisoners,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  more  hedth  and  *ti  cngth  to  lalwr,  without  any  considerable  addi- 
tional expense  for  fool  to  the  State  ;  and  we  think  we  have  shown,  that  there  is  a  dif- 
ference, necessarily,  of  more  than  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  between  the  expense 
of  supporting  the  old  Prison,  and  a  new  one,  in  consequence  of  the  quantify  of  fuel, 
and  the  number  of  officers  required  in  the  old  Pri-on,  and  the  inconvenience  of  its 
loca'ion.  In  this  connexion,  we  think  we  have  shown,  al*o,  from  the  example  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut, how  the  State  of  \Xew  Jersey  can  sart,in  a  few  years,  by 
builling  a  new  Prison,  a  sum  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of 
its  construction. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend,  with  entire  unanimity,  the  building  of  a 
neve  Prison,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  at  Auburn,  in  JVew  York,  and  at  Weth- 
ersfield,  in  Connecticut. 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  state  to  the  Legislature,  that  the  Prison  Discipline 
Soac'y  at  Boston  hi*  appropriated  and  expanded  in  our  S»ate  Prison,  for  the  purpose 
of  moral  and  rcli  ious  induction,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy -one  dollars, 
in  different  sums  and  at  different  periods,  which  amount,  they  recommend,  should 
be  refunded  to  the  Society. 
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In  concluding  the  Report,  the  committee  consider  themselves  bound  to  acknowledge 

Eublicly  the  great  benefit  and  advantage  which  they  have  received  from  the  Rev. 
ouis  Dwight,  the  secretary  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  Boston. 
His  intimate  acquaintance  with  every  thing  touching  the  subject  of  Prison  disci- 
pline, and  the  information  which  the  committee  has  derived  from  him,  have  greatly 
facilitated  the  researches  and  examinations  of  the  committee,  and  highly  merit  the 
thanks  of  the  Legislature. 


A.  Howill 
Amzi 


Dobd|  }  Co™***"  "/  Council. 


Charles  Hillard, 
Littleton  Kirkpatrick, 
Ferdinand  S.  8chenck, 
Isaac  Hinchman, 


Committee  of 
Assembly. 


Document  (B,) 

Showing  the  number  of  prisoners  who  are  supposed  to  have  died  in  consequence 
of  being  severely  punished  in  the  cells  for  disobedience,  &c. 

William  Thomas,  died  17  December,  1809. 

Thomas  Steward,  "  23  July,  1811. 

John  O.  Brian,  "       6  Sept.  1828. 

William  Bower,  "  26  April,  1816. 

John  Brown,  "  10  Sept.  1821. 

Tunis  Cole,  "  22  August,  1822. 

Aaron  Strattain,  "  20  Nov.  1827. 

Thomas  Somes,  "  29  Nov.  1827. 

Pomp  Cisco,  "  29  Sept.  1828. 

Peter  Marks,  ««  29  Feb.  1820. 


Document  (D,) 

Trenton,  Jan.  SOtn,  1830 


New  Jersey  Treasury  Department,] 


To  Bis  Excellency  Peter  D.   Vroom%  Esq. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  note  of  this  morning,  I 
herewith  annex  a  statement,  showing  the  general  as  well  as  the  annual  operation 
of  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison,  on  this  department,  from  179T,  the  time  the  fir* 
appropriation  was  made  for  its  erection,  up  to  1829,  inclusive.  The  statement  in- 
cludes all  expenses  incurred  in  transportation  of  prisoners,  costs  of  prosecution, 
erection  of  Prison,  officers1  salaries,  &c.  &c,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  amnul 
average  loss  is  about  five  thousand  dollars ;  the  whole  loss  being  $164,968  01.  It 
will  also  appear  by  the  statement,  that  in  1809, 1810, 1812,  and  1813,  there  were 
balances  in  favor  of  the  Prison.  These  results  did  not  arise  from  the  operation  of 
the  Prison  in  any  of  those  years.  They  grew  out  of  the  sales  of  articles  manufactured 
in  former  years.  From  the  best  information  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  I 
think  myself  safe  in  saying,  that  the  Prison  has  not  supported  itself  in  any  one  year 
since  its  erection. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Charles  Parks*. 


Statement  as  follows  : 

1797.  Paid  Prison  agent $14,327  18 

1798.  •«        "        "     13,5460 

1799.  "        "        "     13,2864 
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21,778  29 

6.036  as 
$68,968  17 

>.    By  received  from 

*«,,, 

Cs. 

6,978  67 
$76,!>4G  84 



lG,0fi9  80 

Balttiidc  against  the  Prison         $56,887  04 


To  paid  keeper $7,448  34 


9JW9  24 

68,601  S3 

7,483  49 

6,485  2T 

1,654  89 

8,491  81 
4,794  43 
3,679  80 
4,777  T4 

lt 

8,848  SI 



4,835  00 

4St4r 
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Document  '(E.) 
JVew  Jersey  Prison — 90  Prisoners,  1929. 


Ezpensts. 

Provisions $1,593  19| 

Clothing 507  17 

Incidentals 345  12$ 

Furniture 18  15J 

Repairs 65  94 

Fuel 513  93 

Profit  and  Loss  Account. 38  00 


Pay  of  officers. 


$3,081  50| 
.  3,117  50 


$6,199  00$ 


Nail  Factory $10  07| 

Cooper  Shop 15  73) 

Plaster 355  35 

Sundr y  Account 126  88 

Shoe  Shop,  or  Cordwainers..l,106  93J 

Weaving  Account 1,708  91 

Stone  sawing  Account 29  32 

Interest  Account 75  674 


$3,427  98 
3,081  50 

$346  48 


Connecticut  Prison — 134  Prisoners,  1829. 


Provision 

Clo'hing  and  Bedding 

Fuel  and  Incidental^ 

Expense*  including 

th«   Salary  of   the 

Officers 

Hoipital 


Expenses, 

$1,863  03 
, . . .495  20 


,3,378  78 


139  12 


$5,876  13 


JEtrMf* 

Smith's  Shop $474  39 

Cooper's  Shop 1 ,258  88 

Shoe  Shop 3,540  62 

Nail  Shop 1,77164 

Carpenter's  Shop 1,36372 

Tailor's  Shop 15  84 

Labor  of  Lumpers  ............ .49  35 

614  68 


Earnings  of  Connecticut $9,106  54 

N.  Jersey 3,427  98 


t< 


Difference 5,677  56 

i 

Expenses  of  N.  Jersey  more  than  Connecticut $  322  86$     \ 

Earnings  of  "         Jess  than  "  5,677  56      i 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Joel  Miller,  Warden  of  Maine  State  Prison,  dated 

Thomaston,  April  20,  1830. 

"  Since  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  my  office,  (July  1, 1828,)  a  convenient  build- 
ing has  been  eree'ed  for  female  convicts,  enclosed  by  a  yard,  so  as  to  exclude  them 
en'irely  from  the  view  of  the  males.     In  the  summer  of  1828,  twenty  additional 
cell  i  were  eree'ed  on  the  west  wing  of  the  Prison.     The  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction imparled  to  the  convicts  has  been  limited  to  one  short  sermon  each  Sab- 
bath, until,  the  last  summer,  a  Sabbath  School  was  established  at  the  Prison.    I 
have  this  day  written  Mo-es  C.  Pilsbury,  Esq.,  warden  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Prison,  requesting  him  to  forward  me  his  views  on  the  subject  of  books,  as  well  as 
the  mode  of  instruction,  clas-tng  the  convicts,  branches  taught,  &c.     Could  you 
find  time  ani  opportunity  to  send  me  your  views  on  the  same  subject,  I  should  e#- 
t  'em  it  a  treasure  worth  preserving.     I  think  of  becoming  a  member  of  your  vara- 
aMc  Prison  Discipline  Society,  (if  found  worthy.)    I  shall  send  to  the  Sabbath 
School  Union  Depository  in  Bo  ton  for  the  book*  for  the  school  and  library.    I  find 
it  difficult  to  ascertain,  with  accuracy,  the  number  of  convicts  who  were  intemper- 
ate drinkers  when  commit' ed ;  but  I  have  u*cd  ray  utmost  endeavors  to  ascertain 
the  fie*  as  near  as  possiMe,  and  am  confident  that  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying,  that 
more  than  two  thir's  of  all  the  crimes,  for  which  the  convicts  are  now  suffering  im- 
prisonment in  this  Prison,  may  be  traced,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  an  intem- 
perate u?e  of  intoxicating  liquors.    Of  the  ninety-one  convicts  now  in  Prison,  sev- 
enteen were  unable  to  read  when  committed." 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  John  H.  Cotton,  Superintendent  of  the  State 
Prison,  dated  Windsor,  Vermont,  May  5, 1330. 

"We  have  preaching  ami  other  religiou*  exercises  on  the  Lord'*  day,  and  a 
school  tor  th3  induction  of  thosj  who  come  in  destitute  of  any  education,  confin- 
ing, upjn  an  average,  for  th-?  year,  fifteen  *cholarj. 

As  tar  as  information  can  be  obtained,  in  relation  to  the  habit*  of  the  convicts 
previous  to  th.'ir  coming  to  Prison,  the  generality  of  them  acknowledge,  that  the 
tofrce  uij"  of  ardent  spirits  was  the  great  cauje  of  the  commis  ion  of  the  crimes 
fcr  which  they  were  convicted." 

Eitraet  of  a  Letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  dated  Balti- 
more, April  17,  1830. 

"The  keeper  regret*  that  the  copy  of  your  Report*,  which  you  mcu-ion  as 
having  sent,  did  not  reach  him.  It  should  liave  arrived  at  the  s;.mc  time  with  your 
letter,  hut  uiutf  have  miscarried.  Your  letter  was,  however,  laid  before  the  ■  nee- 
tors,  a  few  days  since,  at  their  monthly  mceiu^;  and  thjy  have  authorized  a  sub- 
scription for  one  hundred  copies.  The  amount  may  be  collected  either  through 
asy  one  of  tha  hanks  in  this  city,  by  a  draft  upon  mc  as  clerk  of  the  Penitentiary, 
or  transmitted  hy  mail,  at  your  option." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Samuel  P.  Parsons,  Keeper  of  the  Virgiiiia  Peniten- 
tiary, dated  ltlehmoiid.  May  26,  1330. 

**The  improvements  made  since  the  building  was  rebuilt,  in  1?2!,  consist  in  al- 
tering ths  cell »,  dire  .-ted  by  the  law  of  1^24,  from  dark  and  clo*e  solitude,  to  li^ht 
and  more  airy  ones.  There  has  te;:n  a  change  in  the  ho  pital  of  some  importance, 
though  this  department  is  "till  very  far  short  of  the  most  de -irahlo  change  to  com- 
plete the  system.  From  th?  ho^pitil  flow1;  a  very  immoral  influence,  after  *■  p.i- 
riting  convicts  at  night;  and  I  qu->tion  much  whether  it  is  not  a  mockery  u;?en 
th?  police  to  have  a  ho;pit.i!  where  thk*  pa'ients  arc  associated,  <!  My  an  I  niirh',  with- 
out retrain*, — the  bad,  an!  th  ;  wor-e  than  had,  tlu  subject  of  flat  erin^  oxm.rta- 
tion  of  re  for.  nation,  and  th.'  irreclaimable,  l!1  grouped  together ;  th  ^  ow  in  -true  ed  to 
thin*  eoQ'einp'uoujly  ofth.*  ju*  L-e  of  tint  punishment  calculated  to  rt  for.:,anl  ren- 
der him  ui  :ful  to  himself  an  1  country,  while  th.*  other  ha*  th  *  .-'ron^e-t  in  lurviiiciit 
to  feign  himself  sick,  to  be  ir.m-fvrreJ  to  th?  place  of  all  others  the  mo*t  con^'-mal 
vriih  his  wishe».  We  r.ircly  have  a  *che  mo  of  villany,  or  i.npropcr  conduct  of  any 
kinl,  th  it  is  unconnected  wiih  the  ho  pit  d.  A  greiter  subdivision  of  the  rooms 
hasembied  u*.  for  th:  las'  twelve  inonllu,  to  separate  all  the  prisoners  v. hen  not 
at  latar,  (excep:  in  the  ho~pit  tl.) 

The  moral  and  religious  ins'ruclion  consists  in  furnishing  each  convit  with  a 
BiSIe  anl  o:hcr  boA<t  cal.-ulatcd  to  ii'rpr-ovc  the  mini,  at  the  dis'reiiu.'i  of  the 
"iiperin: indent,  and  occasionally  pre.icUn^  hy  the  minis'er*  of  different  soric'ie-!. 
^*c  have  no  room  large  enough  to  as  :*mble  the  convict  in ;  and,  when  as  i.  m!  led,  it 
is  in  the  open  yarl.  I*  is  ihcr  fjr^  in  trooi  wither  on'y  that  we  can  hv.-«  *he  sor- 
nce  of  tho<e  disponed  to  aid  ui  in  the  wcr'v  of  re  for. nation.  If  I  had  a  prin'cd  copy 
of  my  repor*  to  the  governor  at  ihe  clo*e  of  laa!  year,  I  would  send  it;  but  as  I  have 
cot,  I  subjoin  an  extract  froui  it,  on  (his  subject. 

*  I  hope  I  shall  he  excused  for  re:nar!<in  ;,  that,  not  withstanding  ihe  Prison  i*  in 

beau'iftl  or  !er,  un  dor  a  good  and  efficient  police,  I  consider  it  defective  in  a  mor.'l 

pan!  of  view  ;  he!i?vinz,  as  I  do,  that,  while  government  is  punishing  ofT-n-ler-.  to 

the  'error  of  evil  doers,  and  to  correct  their  mora!  h:»,hit«,  it  should  extend  'he  ror- 

recioo  to  *he  improvement  of  the  min  I,  so  fir  as  to  give  tho<e  entirely  de-it:'  -  of 

fd'^cition  -u^icien*  to  enable  them  to  transact  the  common  l>u*incs?  of  lif*.    This 

infraction  I  would  not  extend  lie  von  1  rc-jdin?,  writing,  and  arithirio'i"  as  fa-  a> 

the  nil*?  of  threr.     Was  there  a  suitiMe  plare  cree'ed  for  a  chapel, 'he '•onvic^s 

misht  receive  moral  an!  religious  in 'true*  ton,  without  adding  to  'he  exp  n*"*  of 

the  in  tit'idon.    A  school  would  l>e  orianbcd  for  the  in-truciion  of  tho-e  without 

education,  and  such  of  the  charitable  and  ben^vrjlen*  min:s+ers  of  the  go<pe',  of  'he 

various  denominition*  of  Chris'ian*,  as  are  in  bi"ed  to  administer  counsel  to  the 

convict*,  would  have  a  comfortable  room,  to  ••  "«♦  in.' 

We  hive  hut  lirlc  «icVn?is  «?xc*p*  surh  a.4  Kas  be  n  contracted  before  con  virion  ; 
n:o«tly  con^ump'ion  of  the  p*ilin?nirv  chancer,  and  'he  drop*y,  having  their  o-t- 
gin  geoenlly  in  intemperance  and  dissipation.    Of  the  number  confined  at  this 
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time,  there  are  thirty-two  that  have  been  hard  di inkers;  there  are  seventy-* 
that  cannot  read  and  write,  twenty  of  which  are  colored.  Some  are  well  interne, 
and  in  general  the  most  incorrigible  villains,  which  proves  to  n.y  u.imi,  th. 
where  a  man  has  had  good  instruction,  with  the  best  opportunity  of  doing  wtll.at 
departs  from  correct  principles,  and  con  inues  in  bad  habits  he  becomes  u.otc  ha* 
encd,  and  is  the  object  of  less  hope,  thau  he  who  has  not  had  the  same  opportunity. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  B.  Leonard,  Keeper  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  date 

Columbus,  April  28, 1830. 

"  Our  Prison  has  always  been  a  sinking  institution,  to  the  amount  of  near  $10,004 
annually.  The  Prison-yard,  buildings,  &c,  occupy  about  one  and  an  half  acreso 
ground.  We  have  not  shops  sufficient  to  employ  more  than  eighty  men,  and  n 
room  in  the  yard  for  huilding  any  more,  leaving  seventy  men  constantly  uneni 
ployed.  1  have  been  in  the  establishment  only  since  the  first  of  March;  cwwe 
qucntly  my  knowledge  is  limited ;  but,  from  what  I  have  discovered,  I  am  aatisfia 
that  we  must  abandon  the  system,  or  extend  the  Prison,  and  make  arrangement 
for  solitary  confinement  at  night. 

You  inquire  how  many  have  been  addicted  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  Froo 
an  inquiry  made  of  each  individual,  separate  and  apart  from  any  o'her,  last  Novem- 
ber, it  appeared  that  about  four  fifths  were  more  or  less  addicted  to  drinking  spirit* 
and  that  dissipation  was  principally  the  cause  of  their  crimes. 

Of  the  present  number  in  the  Prison,  about  two  thirds  of  the  number  can  read, 
and  about  one  half  can  write.  As  regards  improvements,  none  of  any  consequence 
have  been  made  of  late.*' 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Joel  Scott,  Keeper  of  the  Kentucky  Penitentiary,  ddk 

ed  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  July  8, 1830. 

"  It  gave  me  much  pleasure  to  know  that  you  felt  an  interest  in  the  state  of  flea* 
itentianes  and  of  Penitentiary  discipline  in  the  western  country. 

The  Kentucky  Penitentiary  was  established  by  law  in  the  year  1798,  in  thetowl 
of  Frankfort,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  Kentucky  river.  The  eite* 
rior  wall  is  built  of  rough  stone,  and  is  twenty-six  feet  in  height.  The  outer  wall 
encloses  about  two  acres  of  ground,  in  the  form  of  a  para'lelogram.  The  prinripel 
buildings  are  a  three-story  brick  house,  u;ed  as  an  oflicf  and  store-house ;  a  three- 
story  brick  building,  about  eighty  feet  long,  containing  nine  rooms,  u>ed  as  vrtrt* 
shops  &c. ;  a  two-story  brick  building, '  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  opei 
above  and  below,  from  one  end  to  the.o  her,  used  as  work-shops;  also  a  two-'torj 
stone  building,  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  long,  divided  in  the  ccnfre  by  a  passage 
running  from  one  end  to  the  other,  above  and  below,  on  ihe  fides  of  which  are  one 
hundred  single  celh,  each  about  seven  feet  long,  four  feet  broad,  and  seven  feel 
high,  used  as  dormitories  for  the  prisoners.     The  cells  are  kept  white  and  clean. 

Many  of  the  partitions  have  been  torn  away,  in  order  to  make  the  work -show  •* 
large  as  possible,  and  to  confine  the  prisoners,  when  at  work,  within  view  of  (he 
officers. 

The  prisoners  are  lodged,  from  dark  to  day-light,  in  separate  cells  which  are  Hfcht" 
ed  and  aired  by  means  of  two  grated  windows,  one  on  each  side  of  the  cell.  They 
lie  upon  beds  stuffed  with  straw  or  shavings,  with  covering  suitable  to  :he  sea** 
The  celh  are  without  fire.     The  cells  are  swept  daily,  and  washed  weekly. 

A  physician  is  employed,  at  a  salary  of  $100  per  annum.  The  Prison  is  entirely 
destitute  of  a  hospital  and  nurse,  as  they  are  but  little  needed  :  sickness  and  death 
being  rare  among  the  prisoners.  In  the  last  five  year*,  one  prisoner  has  been  ahej 
by  the  guard,  one  has  been  stabbed  by  his  fellow  prisoner,  one  has  been  bungi*** 
one  has  died  of  a  disease  under  which  he  had  been  lone  laboring. 

There  are  now  in  this  Prison  two  black  and  ninety-five  white  persons,  all  male* 
About  forty-six  lost  their  parents  before  they  were  sixteen  years  old ;  about  thirfj 
of  them  cannot  read ;  eighteen  or  twenty  have  been  habitual  drunkards,  and  ©or* 
than  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  attribute  their  confinement,  directly  or  hs* 
rectly,  to  intemperance." 
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Report  of  the 
_W.-ilier.ftel 


ANNUAL   MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  on  Tuesday,  May  Hj 
at  12  o'clock,  M.,  in  Park  Street  Meeting-House.  ' 

The  President  of  the  Society,  Samuel  T.  Armstrong,  Esq.,  ■] 
the  chair. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  reading  the  18th  chapter  of  Matthew,! 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Fairchild.  Prayer  was  then  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Bus*] 
den  :  after  which  the  Treasurer  exhibited  his  annual  statement  of  tie] 
funds,  and  the  Secretary  read  extracts  from  the  Annual  Report 

The  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Everett  offered  a  resolution  recommend- 1 
iog  the  acceptance  of  the  Report,  which  was  seconded  by  Rev.  ft 
Hewitt. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Potter,  seconded  by  Alfred  D.  Foster,  -fif? 

of  Worcester, 

Resolved,  That  the  condition  of  Poor,  Imprisoned  Lunatics,  d* 
serves  the  particular  and  persevering  exertions  of  this  Society,  and  all 
the  friends  of  humanity. 

Mr.  Everett  and  Mr.  Potter  addressed  the  meeting  in  support  rf 
the  resolutions  they  offered. 
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Th£  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  pro- 
fiting their  Sixth  Annual  Report,  have  occasion  to  acknowledge  the 
goodness  and  severity  of  God ; — the  goodness  of  (rod,  in  mercifully 
inclining  the  hearts  of  men  to  do  so  much,  during  the  past  year,  in  this 
iepartment  of  Christian  benevolence ;  and  the  severity  of  God,  in  re- 
moving by  death  one  of  its  beloved  life  members,  one  of  its  life  direc- 
tors, and  one  of  its  vice-presidents.      The  life  member  to  whom  we 
iflnde,  resided  in  New  York ;  was  intimately  connected  with  the  great 
objects  of  benevolence  in  that  city ;  died  at  sea  just  before  the  week  of 
Ike  anniversary  meetings,  and  was  often  mentioned  and  deeply  lamented 
by  the  different  societies  there,  as  he  deserves  to  be  here,  for  his  cordial 
cooperation  in  all  benevolent  designs.     When  the  heart  and  hand  of  such 
i  man  as  Archibald  Falconer  are  cold  in  death,  the  agents  of  benev- 
olent societies  feel  their  loss. — The  life  director,  whose  decease  we  are 
sailed  to  deplore,  possessed  the  same  spirit;  was  more  extensively  known ; 
uid  was  to  this  Society,  as  to  many  others,  among  the  earliest  and  most 
liberal  benefactors.     We  allude  to  Josiah  Bissell  of  Rochester,  New 
York.     We  have  heard  Mr.  Evarts  say,  if  there  were  twelve  such  men 
in  the  world,  it  would  hasten  the  approach  of  the  miJIennium. — The  vice- 
president  of  this  Society,  whose  death  we  most  deeply  feel,  was  a  friend 
to  this  object  before  the  Society  was  formed,  or  even  contemplated,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  by  himself.    His  comprehensive  mind,  his  deep  research, 
Mid  thorough  knowledge  of  the  world  in  which  we  live,  convinced  Mr. 
Evarts,  long  before  it  had  been  proposed,  that  the  ground  now  occupi- 
ed by  this  Society  was  a  field  for  observation  and  benevolent  action, 
which  must  not  be  neglected.     While  the  revered  man  of.  whom  we 
speak,  thus  felt  and  reasoned,  and  gave  the  most  substantial  evidence  ot 
his  approbation  by  his  countenance,  patronage,  and  a  letter  of  credit 
which  would  have  furnished  Bibles  for  all  the  Prisons  in  the  land,  other: ;, 
who  might  have  esteemed  themselves  wiser  that  Mr.  Evarts,  looked  on 
with  indifference.     The  coolness,  decision,  heartfelt  approbation,  and 
letter  of  credit,  above  alluded  to,  written  in  the  full  strength  of  faith, 
and  confidence  of  hope  and  affection,  for  the  purpose  of  recommending 
a  suitable  agent  to  examine  and  supply  destitute  Prisons  with  the  Bible, 
might  have  been,  for  aught  we  know,  the  hinge  on  which  the  very  exist- 
ence of  this  Society  depended.     It  was  written  to  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers of  the  American  Bible  Society,  we  think,  in  October  1624,  about 
A2 
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seven  months  before  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  was  formed, 
wish  we  had  the  letter  here,  and  probably  might  have  had  it,  grei 
the  benefit  of  this  Society,  if  we  had  supposed  that  the  body  of  tl 
loved  friend  who  wrote  it,  would  have  been,  at  the  very  time  of  it 
the  Report,  on  the  way  to  this  city,  to  receive  the  last  honors  an 
rows  which  we  can  express,  before  it  is  laid  in  the  tomb  bcneatl 
church.  Our  grief  at  his  death  we  should  not  know  how  to  b< 
Heaven  was  not  brought  nearer  to  earth  by  it,  and  if  we  had  not  a] 
seen  how  this  event  teaches  humility,  dependence  on  God,  tend* 
of  heart,  brotherly  kindness,  and  submission ;  and  if  we  did  not  i 
it  as  the  act  of  God,  which  will  probably  produce  greater  efiec 
the  churches  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  Christian  and  heathen 
than  the  personal  presence  of  our  departed  friend,  his  spirit  of  w 
and  counsel,  and  his  correspondence  with  the  churches.  Besides,  wt 
tliere  is  instruction  in  this  event,  in  regard  to  our  duty  as  a  not 
the  Indians,  which  could  not  have  been  so  effectually  taught  toitho 
sacrifice.  Oh  that  all  being  wise,  who,  in  the  Divine  Mind,  hav 
concern  in  this  death,  may  learn  fast,  and  continue  to  learn  for  \ 
time,  what  it  teaches ; — truth  to  the  false,  magnanimity  and  bt 
lence  to  the  oppressor  and  the  covetous,  humility  without  ostent 
Godly  sorrow  for  personal  guilt  and  the  sins  of  the  world,  tcmpei 
equanimity,  decision,  courage, patient  labor  while  life  laats,  love  to  i 
and  the  souls  of  men,  and  peace  in  death,  to  all  the  churches  of  oui 
Jesus  Christ : — these  arc  some  of  the  things  to  be  learnt  in  mem 
our  departed  friend. 

We  must  now  leave  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  prccced  to  tin 
•f  the  Report. 

Tub  arrangement  will  be  geographical,  and  tub  topics 
bb,  Imprisonment  for  Deijt,  State  Prisons,  Houses  of  Ri 
for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  County  Prisons,  and  Asylums 
poor  and  imprisoned  Lunatics. 

* 

MAINE. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Maine. — A  law  war.  passed  in  Marc! 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  frauudlent  debtora. 
ostensible  object  in  passing  this  law  was,  to  exempt  the  honest  < 
from  arrest  and  imprisonment,  except  in  crises  where  fraud  is  a 
and  proved,  by  competent  witnesses,  before  an  impartial  tribunal. 
provisions  of  this  law  apply  to  all  debts  exceeding  f:ve  dollars, 
give  the  execution  creditor  power  to  call  the  debtor  before  tw 
liccs  of  the  quorum,  and  propose  interrogatories;  and  if  it  shall  a 
that  the  debtor  has  no  property,  except  such  as  is  by  law  exemp 
attachment,  and  that  he  has  not  been  guilty  of  fraudulent  concea 
the  justices  may  administer  the  poor  debtor's  oath  immediatrly,  \ 
ad  the  creditor  does  not  appeal  from  their  decision.  If,  on  examii 
the  justices  are  satisfied  that  he  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  the  oath,  r 
be  committed  to  Prison  without  the  privilege  of  bail,  until  he  surr 
property  which  he  may  have  concealed,  or  pays  the  debt.  This! 
properly  administered,  may  probably  save  from  imprisonment  in 
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at  one  thousand  persons  annually.     The  extent  of  the  evil,  which  it 
itended  to  remedy,  may  be  estimated  from  the  list  of  cases  of  impris- 
lent,  as  shown  by  the  Records  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  during  the 
year.* 


st  of  Debtor*  eonvrutted  to  the  Prison  in  Wiscastet,  wWtin  tlu  County  of  Lincoin,  in 
thr.  course  oftiie  year  ending  January  1,  1831. 


Rr-ftJtnsz. 


CraxBtt  td. 


D.-M. 


C'MtS. 


Wtnm  Sail. 


DUch&rpd,  when  aad  sow. 


Alna, 


T.F. 

.'a. 

LJ;. 

f. 


J. 


*. 


WuHoboro*, 
UowJoinhain, 

Dre«:]eri. 

Li  tcii  fiuld, 
tt 

VV  iLloboro*. 
Alia, 

DresJeo, 
t< 

tt 

Richmo.^I, 

Drc*!e.i, 

it 

Richmond. 

•t 
tt 

*li«hiTm.!, 

Lisbon, 
A  I. ia, 

VVhtiefielJ, 
Li«!>-*»i, 
T!inn»s::»n, 
Dro*  !<-i, 
!k>v*<liii  i, 

{■•fFrW'l.l, 

Tiiomisto.), 
ti 

Tifri-kT'i.  Pl.mt. 

WiulriUJ, 
ct 

Th-mrntiw, 

Litv.hfi.-ld, 
1         « 

•so  M  Mf»ro  , 

!  ''.UOl, 

-.  B-ilh. 
■  I.itw»rty, 
liitf), 
t« 

Woolwi?!:, 
u 

Xewcas'.l-;, 
tt 


Jun. 


Fe'.). 


:.:.ir. 


5. 

1 

■1 

i. 


f 
.Jr. 


:  i 


Dr»*  Jc:i, 

VVa«hin^ton, 

!)rc«le;i, 
ti 

Booth'ny, 
tt 

J*»fP>rinn, 

WlWITW-!, 

Patrick!  o.  Plant, 
t< 

Xewcaitle, 
Drosde  i, 
Thnmnston, 
Bath, 

Bath, 
Dresden, 


15 
o  > 

2.1 
tt 

2"> 

23 
tt 

30 

6 

1-2 
tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

t. 

tt 

t. 

tt 

tt 

t» 

1? 

3:1 
tt 

it 

23 
tt 

24 

;V 

t. 

t< 

3 

t: 

17 

t: 
ti 
<( 

10 

tt 

2« 


April  I 
tt 

3 

tt 

Sr-ir.31 
tt 

April  13 

10 
ti 

CI 

it 
tt 

10 
21 
27 
24 
May  1 
11 
13 


15 


4  lH|j 

25  50 

1123 

5  40 

9  35 

1623  25 

5  17 

3G9 

Tuxe*, 

1-2  01 

1027  10 

15  Hi  76 

1)1137 

1MI  53 

91137 

1027  18 

1351  59 

1351  59 

1  tt 63 

KM  3o 

135  63 

1-2  3!) 

13  12 

107  10 

2)0) 

253  71) 

9  4-2 

273  19 

*20  00 

Co«H, 

9  .v> 


18^ 

C91 

43  71 

49  71 

Taw, 

10  05 

10W 

13  51 

103  W 

112  82 

9161 

13  03 

8127 

2">H1 

5  :>■) 

Tax.  4  10 
9»57 


lf>37  !J» 

1027  1* 

I  37 

]'.J  f>"» 

14  5) 

6  71 

Tnxe% 

Tax.  19S     1  ;»> 

179  61     9  53 

Hll     5  07 

In  01     5  9*) 

9157   15  65 

19  19    3  83 

27  02  13  01 

10  00 

!  817  29  44  10 
817  2914110 
81729144  16 
817  29!44  10 


J.  L. 
J.S. 
J.  W.  S. 
G.J. 
C.  D.  C. 

A.  T. 

T.  ofL. 

T.  of  VV. 

J.  C. 

U.S. 
II 

IC 
IC 
M 
IC 
It 
tt 
II 
II 
tl 

P.C. 
J.  T. 

J.  s. 

B.  P. 
T.  VV. 
B.  R. 
K.  \V. 
J.  C. 
?.  B. 
J.  II. 
J.  F. 
S.  M. 
K.  VV. 
Sam?, 
T.ofVV. 
J.  II. 
T.  B. 
J.  1). 
W.  T. 
I.  T. 
J.(l. 
J.  L. 
W.  L.  VV 

n  7J« ;  j.  m.  31. 

3  31 

1  33 
15  40 
15  n 
V)79 
59  79 

125 

3  41 

\  !f* 

91 


oio9 

8  19 
4tM 

3  25 

4  15 

12  01 
3  12 

3  70 

5  40 
57  29 
63  03 
16  21 
(H02 
4iH2! 
57  29 

13  3 : 
19  32 
•29  3 ) 
5)  91 
21' 3) 

5  rti 

4  09 

9  6* 
4  6V 

13  9) 
4  07 
7  24 

ll!)2 

•27  2"» 
P.  59 

•25  -"> 


7  8') 
7*J 

3  9> 

5  09 

6  0) 
f)  *i 
15  23 

8  57 
I0  7f» 

9  35 


On  payment  of  costs,  Nov.  ti 
Bailed  »nd  nettled. 


u 
ci 
ti 


M 
II 

tl 


II 
II 


By  creditor's  attorney,  Oct.  It 
Bailed  und  settled. 


it 


41 


tl 


II  II  M 

By  creditor,  Nor.  6. 

Bailed, 
it 

By  tec.  of  tmti.,  Not.  10. 
tt    ti     tt      it         ti    g. 

it    <c     tt      tc         tt    9, 

Bailed. 

By  sec.  of  treas.,  Not.  0. 
if    it      u      tt         M    9. 
tt    tt     u      «  .      **    6. 
Bailed. 

By  sec.  of  treat.,  Nor.  G. 
IViilu.l,  supposed  scitleil. 
By  poor  d«htor'j  oath,  Mar.  ft 
By  creditor'*  attorney,  Not.  19. 
By  poor  debtor's  oath,Sopt.  9. 

Buil'jd,  and  no  return, 
it         tt    ti      it 

It  It      ft         cc 

Cy  poor  debtor *4  oath,Srpt.  11 . 

B.-.: led,  m»  n-tur:). 

Br  iw«>r  do'itor's  oath,  Mar.  *>- 
-  tt     «• 


J.  8. 

T.ofW. 
L.  &L.  S. 
SiTe, 
U.8. 
Siime, 
J.  F. 
M.  H. 
B.  S. 
T.  of  W. 
S-ime, 
T.  of J. 
J.J. 
J.  O. 
II.  M. 
L.  &  Ij.  s. 
J.  c. 
VV.  R. 
J.  Y. 

i  i 

}  u.  s.  J 

J     I 


It     If 


tt 


II 


Builei),  no  return. 

it         tt         a 


ti 


tt 


tt 


By  noto  for  debt  and  costs,  Not.  ^2. 
Bailed. 

Cf 

tt 

By  A.  8.  Oct.  II. 

By  itoor  dobtor's  oath,  Not.  3D- 

»     »        "  ««     Dec.  14. 

Bailed,  no  return, 
ti        tt      it 


ii 


tt 


tt 


By  plaintiff*  att.  Jan.  1, 1831. 

Bailed, 
it 

tt 

By  sec.  of  treat.,  May  14. 
tt    tt    u     tt       Sept.  24. 

By  creditor,  Oct.  96. 

Bailud,  no  return, 
it        tt      tt 

i  By  note*  for  amount  of  both  exo- 
)      rutions  anil  costs,  Not.  29. 

Bv  plaintifT,  May  5. 

By  plaintiff;  Dec.  31. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Oct.  32. 

Bailed. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Aug.  11. 

Bailed. 

By  noted  for  co«ti  and  taking  tbo 
oath,  Feb.  25, 1831. 

By  taking  U*  oath,  May  17, 1831 . 
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PRISON  DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY. 


State  Prison  at  Thomaston. — This  Prison  contains  about 
solitary  cells  as  convicts.  These  cells  are  so  constructed  and  a 
that  evil  communication  is  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  entirely, 
ed,  while  the  men  are  confined  in  them,  which  is  about  one  ha 
whole  time.  We  believe  that  each  cell  is  furnished  with  a  B 
that  the  cells  are  so  constructed  as  to  admit  light  enough  to  re 
daytime.  A  large  part  of  time,  therefore,  is  spent,  by  the  co 
this  Prison,  in  silence  and  solitude,  with  the  Word  of  God  in  the 
so  that  those  who  can  read,  if  they  are  disposed,  have  a  favorat 
tunity  to  read  the  Bible,  without  shame,  and  with  none  to  take 
seed  out  of  their  hearts,  at  the  moment  it  is  planted  :  and  tl 
cannot  read,  can  think.  In  compassion  to  those  who  canno 
Sabbath  school  has  been  instituted,  where  they  can  learn.  A 
is  employed  to  superintend  it,  as  well  as  to  preach  the  gospel 
warden  appears  to  be  a  man,  who  cooperates  with  the  chaplai 
moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  convicts.     Joint  labor  is 


Dabtois. 

ComnitWl 

Debt. 

CO  IB. 

What*  Suit. 

Discharged,  wbea  u 

F.  B. 

YViscasset. 

May     15 

D.S. 

By  creditor,  May  17. 

M.  VV. 

(4 

«» 

1180 

550 

A.  W. 

Bailed. 

C.  L. 

Waldoboro', 

17 

96  22 

J.J. 

By  poor  debtor's  oat 

J.  E. 

Phipsburg, 

10 

104  03 

10  53 

I).  &  S. 

CC           «C                tl                 41 

W.  A. 

Alua, 

cc 

637 

3  45 

B.  VV. 

Bailed,  no  return. 

Same, 

<i 

cc 

819 

325 

C.  W. 

ic        11         ci 

P.  It.  Jr. 

Noblehoro, 

93 

18  52 

526 

VV.  M. 

IC             it           ii 

E.  11. 

Dresden, 

35 

306  74 

1431 

B.  B. 

By  poor  debtor's  oat 
Clo«c  confinement,  M 

W.K.Sd. 

Newcastle, 

27 

5*20 

588 

J.  II. 

J.  11. 

Topsbam, 

Jane    3 

106  11 

9U> 

B.  &  H. 

By  poor  debtor's  oat 

J.  W. 

Alna, 

5 

10  25 

350 

J.  11.  S. 

Builed. 

Same, 

ti 

cc 

600 

392 

II.  W. 

By  plaintiff's  atL  Ja 

T.  B. 

Wiscassct, 

7 

65158 

10  45 

I).  P. 

Bailed. 

J.  K. 

Gorhara, 

11 

SO  00 

464 

K.S. 

By  creditor,  Juno  28. 

K.  F.  R. 

Union, 

16 

777  26 

03  56 

J.  O. 

A.  II.  N. 

Li*bon, 

17 

915(1 

23  12 

VV.  C.  S. 

I.  P. 

<< 

18 

30  05 

13  84 

J.  B. 

Poor  debtor's  oath, ! 

A.  P. 

Newcastle, 

cc 

10  69 

5  40 

8.  S. 

Bailed. 

J.  C.  Jr. 

Dresden, 

cc 

38  60 

25 

A.J. 

it 

J.S. 

Bristol, 

cc 

155  55 

R.  R. 

cc 

J.J. 

Lisbon, 

21 

43  81 

13  63 

B.  S. 

No  prov.  for  board, . 

T.  S.  R. 

Richmond, 

25 

54  76 

26  29 

E.  II. 

By  |H>or  debtor's  oal 

R.  K. 

M 

26 

500 

369 

J.  P. 

Bailed. 

M.J. 

Washington, 

July       5 

30  59 

1610 

11.  a. 

No  pruv.  for  board,/ 

B.  S. 

Thomofcton, 

cc 

26  68 

684 

J.  R. 

Bailed. 

1).  P. 

Whitefield, 

cc 

20  43 

863 

J.  L.  C. 

4( 

Fa  mo, 

<t 

cc 

12  50 

4  27 

R.  K.  P. 

it 

J.  D. 

Edgecomb, 

4 

5  47 

5  40 

s.  s. 

CC 

J.  C.  B. 

Litchfield, 

12 

690 

5  77 

N.  M. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  I 

Pamo, 

(C 

cc 

6  18 

425 

J.  I. 

Bailed. 

C.B. 

Ci 

Ci 

533 

4  17 

K.  VV. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  J 

Same, 

C( 

Ci 

5  01 

400 

A.  T. 

ii               ii                      ii 

Same, 
M.  VV. 

Cl 

cc 

780 

4  03 

J.tt. 

ii        M            it 

cc 

cc 

16  42 

4  10 

L.  &  P. 

Bailed. 

J.  B. 

tt 

Ci 

18  74 

339 

J.  P. 

Poor  debtor'*  onth,  ! 

N.J. 

Washington, 

14 

600 

520 

B.  K. 

iNo  pruv.  fur  board,  J 

J.  VV. 

Waldoboro', 

16 

7  33 

5  78 

F.  C. 

Poor  debtor's  0.1th,  1 

F.  M. 

cc 

II 

26  74 

7  15, 

P.G. 

No  provi*.  for  board, 

S.  T. 

Bath, 

July      17 

7C8  57 

1491 

* 

J  No  execution  being 
'      2, 1630. 

Pame, 
Same, 

cc 
cc 

IC 

II 

11801 
736  as 

13  75 

>G.  C. 

Same, 

•t 

II 

133  72 

Same, 

cc 

IC 

/ 

158  72 

P.  VV. 

Waldoboro', 

90 

19  61 

3  58 

J.  L. 

Bailed. 

8.  P. 

Jefferson, 

33 

63  02 

7  40iR.K.  P. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  / 

A.N. 

Wiscasset, 

2f> 

137  77 

9  4d  1  F.  T. 

it         it           it     | 

S.C. 

Newcastlo, 

29 

14  60 

34IJJ.P. 

Boiled. 

F.J. 

Warren, 

cc 

194  72 

14  31    L.  B. 

u 

E.  R. 

Union, 

Ci 

15-28 

3  13  T.  II. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  / 

().  D. 

Newcastle, 

31 

9  65|  3  75  J.  I). 

By  creditor,  March  ' 

C  B.  R* 

Tonsham, 

Aug.      2 

17  251   540   I.J. 

"       •«      Aug.  a 

J.N. 

Thomaston, 

3 

19  33| 

646: 

E.  II. 

So  pro  vis.  May  14. 
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aider  close  inspection,  when  the  convicts  ire  neither  in  solitary  con- 
ment,  nor  under  instruction ;  so  that  the  whole  time,  except  that 
tted  to  sleep  and  food,  is  designed  to  be  filled  up  with  reading  and 
xtion,  instruction,  supervision  and  labor.  With  this  system,  we  be- 
e  the  instances  are  not  solitary,  in  which  the  grace  of  God  has  prov- 
ufficient  to  turn  the  heart  from  sin  to  holiness.  We  have  the  evi- 
ee  of  our  own  senses,  and  of  several  undoubted  witnesses,  concern- 
one  instance  of  most  remarkable  conversion  from  the  Prison,  in 
sh  the  nature  has  been  changed  as  from  the  lion  to  the  lamb.  This 
i  was  a  terror  to  all  around  him.  Even  when  he  intended  to  do  no 
n,  his  keepers  were  afraid  of  him.     We  have  heard  an  account  from 


ifi 

BwMnocm 

Committed. 

Debts. 

Co*. 

Waoss  8sJt 

Dsjernvftd,  wbso  sad  bow. 

Union, 

Aug.       4 

1635 

4  26  P.  T. 

By  poordobtof 'soath,Apr.2,lfi3l 

Waldoboro', 

5 

591 

376 

B.R. 

Balled. 

'     M 

9 

594 

950 

H.  W.  C. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath  .Oct.  ]. 
Noprovis.  May  31,  1831. 
Bailed. 

Union, 

16 

13  27 

400 

S.  A. 

Newcastle, 

18 

3183 

13  63 

D.C. 

* 

Tbomaston, 

24 

1094  77 

1393 

P.  H.  O. 

Bailed,  by  poor  debtor 'soatb. 
By  order  ofGov.,  April  99, 1831 

.0. 

Edjecomb, 
Jefferson, 

25 

1000  00 

8175 

U.S. 

27 

1500 

341 

W.  M. 

Bailed. 

«< 

ct 

2000 

306 

Same, 

t< 

Washington, 

31 

2000 

7  40 

C»  R.  H» 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  April  90,  " 

Thomaston, 

« 

20  80 

125 

J.K. 

• 

Waldoboro', 

Sept.    11 

23  00 

499 

R.  H. 

No  proris.  for  board. 

Bristol, 

15 

17  87 

001 

W.  II. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  May  19,   ** 

• 

Tbomaston, 

•      14 

9S458 

43  04 

U.8. 

By  sec.  of  trsas.  June  10,       M 

R. 

Union, 

90 

O.  BC. 

, 

Richmond, 

Oct.       3 

14  88 

949 

M.  O. 

Bailed. 

Topsbam, 

5 

685 

953 

Same. 

u 

Waldoboro', 

5 

33  82 

O.B. 

M 

• 

Edgecomb, 

11 

18106 

15  97 

F.T. 

By  plaintiff,  Jan.  4, 1831. 
*       «         Oct.  96. 

9d. 

Newcastle, 

12 

690 

3  61 

J.AB.Y. 

• 

tt 

13 

108  16 

866 

D.  M.  C. 

Bailed 

C. 

Bristol, 

15 

56126 

16  10 

J.B.J. 

it 

Washington, 

16 

516 

B.  R. 

«t 

i 

•t 

<i 

525 

368 

W.  C. 

w 

, 

u 

u 

25  58 

1081 

II.  W. 

u 

Bristol, 

18 

17  79 

325 

J.  B. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Nor.  flL 
Bailed. 

Jefferson, 

21 

1129 

590 

8.  J. 

• 

it 

<c 

12  30 

483 

J.UC. 

it 

i 

Booth-bay, 

23 

736 

411 

T.  H.  M. 

By  creditor,  Oct.  90. 

Bath, 

2d 

157  50 

10  70 

J.G. 

Bailed. 

Wiseasset, 

29 

582 

3  SI 

8.  II. 

CI 

{Newcastle, 

30 

10  63 

283  O.  B. 

il 

Topshara, 

Not.       3 

42294 

651  T.G.Sw 

(C 

Waldoboro', 

5 

8  45 

9  76 

I.  G.  G. 

(t 

, 

Whitefield, 

6 

945 

4  4ft 

R.  K.  P. 

it 

j 

tc 

tt 

5  21 

390 

R.G. 

cc 

Georgetown, 

15 

£2  5! 

10  53 

J.O. 

u 

!  Wbitcfield, 

18 

15  6:) 

452 

R.  K.  P. 

ct 

1           i« 

u 

7  4-2 

567 

P.iR. 

ti 

1           (c 

19 

136  08  27  01 

J.  P.  B. 

M 

i  Nobfeboro', 

it 

20 

415-3 
4152 

12  70 
12  76 

W.  W. 

Same, 

{By  creditor,  I*a.*5. 

!  Bootb-tny, 

29 

60  65 

J127 

A.  ill. 

!  Bailed. 

Whitefield, 

30 

16  79 

371 

^1*    en* 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  Jan.  8, 1831 

Jefferson, 

CI 

14  77 

437 

J.D.M.C. 

Bailed. 

Bristol, 

Dee.       6 

20  00 

309 

If.  &  8. 

(C 

j  Dresden, 

7 

15  20 

4  14 

I.L. 

u 

|  NoMebofo', 

9 

14  77 

356 

T.  W. 

a 

i  Wbttefield, 

15 

25  07 

736 

R.  K.  P. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  Jan.  10,  *: 

T.   .  Wiseasset, 

23 

37  25 

1103 

J.  F.  P. 

Bailed. 

Jefferson, 

28 

7  12 

3  70 

E.D. 

it 

'.Vobmboro', 

29 

837 

396 

J.L 

it 

■  W|«M««e* 

Jan.       5 

612 

309 

W.  M.  B. 

tc 

B*— Whole  number  of  cases ,  173 ;  for  $10  and  trader,  41 ;  for  $fiD  and  voder,  89 ;  for  $50  and 
•,  1 17  ;  for  more  than  £50, 56  ;  by  poor  debtor's  oath,  32 ;  bailed, 91  ;  otherwise,  50.  The  costs,  aa 
ited  in  the  abort  column,  are  'such  as  appear  on  the  face  of  the  execution,  as  made  oat  by  lb* 

or  tb»  jastioe,  and  do  not  include  tbe  ofiecr's  foes  oa  ezacatioo,  or  cosamiUal,  nor  any 
> Jai!  fees. 
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the  keepers  themselves  of  his  appearance,  and  of  their  own  feelings, 
when  he  was  first  brought  to  the  Prison,  confirming  this  representation. 
We  have  seen  this  man  since  his  discharge  repeatedly,  and  have  heard 
the  testimony  of  his  neighbors  concerning  him.  He  appears  like- 1 
Christian,  humble,  grateful  and  affectionate,  trust-worthy  and  vsefhl. 
Thus  far  it  appears,  since  his  discharge,  that  there  is  nothing  in  him  to 
hurt  or  destroy.  He  is  a  standing  monument  in  Portland  of  the  sovereign 
mercy  and  power  of  pod. 

House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents. — There  is  none  in  Maine. 
There  ought  to  be  one.  Portland  is  the  place  for  it.  The  benefits  which 
flow  from  these  institutions  are  too  many  to  be  deferred,  in  every  state 
where  there  is  ajargc  seaport  town,  like  Portland. 

County  Prisons. — There  is  one,  and  only  one,  so  far  as  our  knowl- 
edge extends,  on  a  new  and  improved  construction,  viz.  the  Prison  at 
Bangor. 

Asylum  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics. — There  is  none ;  though 
the  number  of  lunatics  in  the  state  is  probably  not  far  from  420,  of  whoii 
two  hundred  and  fifty  may  be  supposed  poor  and  friendless. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  and  Scarcity  of  Prisoners. — New  Hampshire 
is  a  favored  state  in  respect  to  the  small  number  of  its  prisoners.  The 
causes  of  this  state  of  things  is  a  subject  of  curious  and  important  in- 
quiry. The  fact  is  unquestionable.  In  the  New  Hampshire  State 
Prison,  in  a  state  containing  nearly  300,000  inhabitants,  the  average 
number  of  convicts  for  a  series  of  years,  has  not  greatly  varied  from 
sixty ;  less  than  one  half  the  number  in  Vermont,  while  the  population 
of  these  states  is  nearly  the  same ;  about  one  fifth  part  as  many  as  in 
Massachusetts,  while  the  population  is  more  than  one  half  as  great; 
and  about  one  third  part  as  many  as  in  Connecticut,  while  the  popula- 
tion of  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut  is  nearly  equal.  The  same 
state  of  things  is  apparent  in  the  County  Prisons.  In  Portsmouth,  the 
principal  town,  the  Jail  is  almost  nothing.  There  are  seldom  any  debt- 
ors in  it,  and  very  few  criminals.  The  building  is  very  small,  the 
apartments  few,  and  the  use  made  of  them  but  little.  We  know  of  no  one 
;imong  the  Northern  States  so  privileged  as  New  Hampshire,  in  regard 
to  its  small  Prisons  and  its  few  prisoners.  What  are  the  causes  I  So 
far  as  imprisonment  for  debt  is  concerned,  the  remedy  which  has  been 
applied,  greatly  to  diminish  its  number  of  prisoners,  is  very  simple. 
No  man  can  be  imprisoned  for  less  than  $13,33.  This  simple  pro- 
vision does  away  about  one  half  the  evil  of  imprisonment  for  debt9 

*  Casts  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  the  Jails  of  CJiarirxtotrn  and  Lancaster,  N.  //.  tbtritg 

tlie  Year  1030,  from  the  Records. 


Creditor. 


L.  K. 
I.C5. 
S.  J. 

w.  w. 

F.S. 
r*.  P. 


Debtor. 


II.  II.  C. 
H.&J.C. 

l.  <;. 

M.  K. 

IW.P. 
8.T. 


Rftidrocc. 


Cornish, 
ti 

Ci 

Ackworth, 

Walpole, 

Lemiter, 


Committed. 

Discharged. 

Debt. 

Jan. 

14 
30 

Feb. 

j> 

an  43 

1S9  27 

14 

Jan. 

30 

30  41 

April 

1?  i  May 

7 

9S  97 

March 

12 1  April 

13 

195  14 

April 

17 

|May 

22 

96  48 

MuarroT  Dkrfaarp. 


Commit,  of  jail  delivery. 

Creditor. 

Commit,  of  jail  delivery. 
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id  in  Massachusetts,  where  no  person  can  be  imprisoned  for  less 
B  *V>,  it  appears  by  an  examination  of  the  records,  that  extending 
nun  to  $13,33,  would  save  from  imprisonment  about  six  hundred 
nils  annually  ;  and  in  Pennsylvania  a  law  like  that  in  New  Hump- 
a  would  hare  saved  from  imprisonment,  in  the  beautiful  city  of 
ltdelphia,  during  fifteen  months,  ending  November  30,  1830,  more 
i  nine  hundred  and  forty-five  persons.  Without  stopping  to  inquire 
r  it  has  come  to  pass  that  New  Hampshire  should  be  so  wise,  so 
une,  as  not  to  incarcerate  the  body  of  a  citizen  for  less  than  913,33, 
la  the  land  of  William  Perm  does  it  for  days  and  weeks  for  a  few 
Is,  the  fact  is  incontrovertible  ;  and  the  consequences  of  the  fact 
n  public  morals  may  be  illustrated  as  follows :  If  New  Hampshire 
■Id  annul  the  simple  law  above  mentioned,  which  many  persons, 
cqnainted  with  the  records  of  prisons,  might  suppose  of  the  least 
ible  consequence,  then  New  Hampshire  would  commit  to  prison 
it  five  hundred  persons  annually  more  than  she  does,  with  the  law 
t  now  stands.  Now,  all  these  hundreds  of  persons  would  be  placed 
chools  of  vice ;  subject  to  tlie  degrading  and  demoralizing  process  of 
risonment  and  incarceration  ;  there  to  be  taught  many  of  the  arts  of 
[biers,  counterfeiters,  pick-pockets  and  thieves,  of  which  they  never 
lmt ;  while  in  the  Literary  Institution  at  Hanover,  there  are  about 
third  of  this  number  subject  to  the  opposite  process  of  intellectual 
moral  improvement.     "  Great  effects  result  from  little  causes." 


,., 
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' 
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31 

W.K. 
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SI 
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Mm 
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1% 
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There  is  still  another  law,  which  has  some  effect  in  diminishing  the 
number  of  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  New  Hampshire.  The 
limits  of  the  Jail  yard  are  the  limits  of  the  town.  We  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining  accurately  how  many  this  provision  in  the  law  hat 
saved  annually  from  the  demoralizing  and  vice-giving  influence  of  incar- 
ceration ;  probably  not  less  than  two  hundred,  or  as  many  of  its  sons, 
annually,  as  it  sends  to  Dartmouth  College  in  four  years.  So  much  for 
the  manner  in  which  New  Hampshire  keeps  its  schools  of  vice  shut 
against  hundreds  of  its  citizens,  who  might  otherwise  be  committed  to 
them  by  force  of  law. 

It  is  objected  to  this  mild  and  humane  system  of  the  collecting  of  debts, 
which  has  such  a  powerful  effect  on  the  public  morals,  that  it  destroys 
or  impairs  credit.  But  this  is  not  true.  We  have  a  certificate  signed 
by  many  respectable  merchants  in  Boston,  that  there  is  no  distinciiaa 
known  or  ever  heard  of  by  them  in  Boston  between  country  merchants 
from  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  arising  from  the  difference 
in  the  laws  of  these  states  with  respect  to  the  collection  of  debts. 

It  is  still  objected,  that  these  small  provisions  are  such  as  never  were 
supposed  to  destroy  credit.  The  answer  is,  If  they  are  too  small  to  im- 
pair credit,  they  are  large  enough  to  do  away  full  half  the  evil  of  im- 
prisonment for  debt 

But  should  it  be  said,  though  they  may  not  impair  credit  abroad, 
among  large  dealers,  they  may  at  home,  in  smaller  business ;  we  an- 
swer, that  there  is  little  or  no  complaint  of  these  laws  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  little  or  no  disposition  in  the  legislature  to  repeal  them.  On 
tiie  contrary,  the  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  recommended  a  still  further  amelioration  of  the  laws  on  the 
subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt ;  and  so  far  as  there  was  an  expression 
of  the  views  of  the  legislature,  they  were  in  coincidence  with  those  of 
the  governor.  Wc  have  reason  to  suppose,  therefore,  that  the  laws  of 
New  Hampshire,  on  this  subject,  will  be  more  mild  before  they  are 
more  severe,  and  we  hope  that  other  states  will  profit  by  the  example 
of  New  Hampshire,  which,  by  these  simple  enactments,  has  preserved 
hundreds  of  its  citizens,  not  only  from  arrest  and  incarceration,  bat 
from  degradation,  and  training  in  County  Prisons,  those  schools  of  vice, 
for  the  State  Prison. 

State  Prison  at  Concord. — It  is  not  more  apparent  in  the  County 
Prisons,  by  the  small  number  of  debtors  that  are  confined  in  them,  than 
by  the  State  Prison  at  Concord,  by  the  small  number  of  convicts,  that 
New  Hampshire  is  a  favored  state,  in  regard  to  its  Prisons.  Two  of 
the  principal  causes  of  the  small  number  of  convicts  are  its  debtor  lavs 
and  pauper  laws.  The  County  Prisons  have  few  debtors  in  training  for 
villany  and  State  Prison  punishment,  and  the  Poor  Houses  are  not 
sustained  by  a  heavy  state  tax,  for  the  support  of  foreign  paupers,  as  in 
Massachusetts,  by  a  system  which  operates  as  a  bounty  on  pauperism ; 
and  if  as  a  bounty  on  pauperism,  as  a  bounty  on  vice,  degradation,  cor- 
ruption, and  preparation  for  the  State  Prison.  Since  the  old  State  Pri- 
ons arc  reformed,  we  know  of  no  greater  schools  of  vice,  heavy  weights 
to  hold  down,  and  keep  from  rising,  the  public  morals,  than  County 
Prisons,  with  numerous  debtors  in  close  confinement,  and  the  throng- 
ed Poor-Houses  of  the  large  town?.     Loss  of  personal  liberty,  idleness 
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gunMing,  lascivkmsness,  blasphemy,  wrath,  consciousness  of  degrada- 
tion and  loss  of  character,  and  hopelessness  of  ever  rising  from  it,  and 
a  system  which  holds  out  a  valuable  pecuniary  consideration  to  keep 
(be  numbers  good  of  debtors  and  paupers,  in  Prisons  and  Poor-Houses ; 
this  is  that,  in  part  at  least,  which  prepares  subjects  for  the  State  Pris- 
on. Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  have  preparatory 
schools,  in  great  numbers,  of  this  description  ;  New  Hampshire  scarce- 
ly one,  within  our  knowledge,  in  the  whole  state.  This  is  unquestion- 
ably the  cause,  in  part,  of  the  scarcity  of  convicts  in  New  Hampshire. 
There  are  not  so  many  Prisons  thronged  with  debtors,  nor  so  many 
Poor-Houses  with  bribed  inmates,  established  as  half-way  houses  of 
drankenness  and  ill  fame,  between  ordinary  degradation  and  the  State 
Prison.  So  great  is  the  advantage  of  New  Hampshire  over  Massachu- 
setts, in  these  respects,  that  we  believe  it  would  be  better  for  New 
Hunpshire  to  levy  a  state  tax  to  pay  all  debts  of  the  poor  under  the  sum 
of  91333,  than  to  return  to  the  old  law  of  imprisonment  for  any  sum  ; 
and,  instead  of  paying,  as  Massachusetts  has  done,  about  850,000  a  year 
for  fifty  years,  to  support  state  paupers,  or  rather  foreign  paupers,  we 
believe  it  would  be  as  well  for  the  state  to  offer  the  towns  a  bounty  of 
WO  annually  for  every  adult,  and  8*20  for  every  child,  who  can  be 
kept  in  sufficient  ignorance  and  vice  to  be  entitled  to  the  Poor-House 
system  of  instruction.  We  believe  this  is  a  correct  representation  in 
regard  to  some  of  the  causes  of  the  scarcity  of  prisoners  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. There  is,  however,  one  drawback  upon  this  favorable  view  of 
the  state  of  things  in  New  Hampshire.  There  has  been,  within  the 
list  year,  an  unparalleled  increase  of  convicts  in  the  State  Prison. 
Improvements  in  the  construction  of  the  Prison  have  not  kept  pace  with 
similar  improvements  in  the  Prisons  of  the  neighboring  states,  Maine, 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts ;  i.  c.  it  has  no  solitary  dormitories  and  cor- 
responding discipline  :  and  if  this  evil  is  not  remedied,  old  convicts  will 
soon  (if  they  have  not  done  it  already)  flee  to  New  Hampshire,  where, 
if  arrested,  they  may  enjoy  each  other's  society  in  the  State  Prison. * 

House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents. — There  is  none  in  New 
Hampshire ;  nor  do  we  know  whether,  in  this  state,  with  its  scattered  pop- 
ulation, its  small  towns,  and  its  comparatively  few  and  small  schools  of 
vice,  a  house  of  refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents  in  Portsmouth,  is,  on 
the  whole,  desirable  at  present.  Tf  the  population  of  the  state  should 
greatly  increase,  its  large  towns  degenerate,  and  fill  up  with  the  sons  of 
ignorance  and  poverty,  its  County  Prisons  and  Poor-Houses  become 
numerous  and  crowded,  and  pauperism  and  crime  threaten  to  increase, 
as  in  some  of  the  other  states,  we  know  of  no  one  measure,  which 
would  be  more  calculated  to  arrest  the  current  in  its  downward  prog- 
ress, than  a  House  of  Refuge,  in  Portsmouth,  for  Juvenile  Delinquents, 
those  privileges  should  be  extended  to  the  whole  state. 

Asyhtm  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics. — There  is  none,  though 
the  number  of  those  who  are  poor  and  friendless  in  the  state,  probably 
exceeds  two  hundred. 

*  Since  this  paragraph  was  written,  the  legislature  has  provided  by  law  for  die  erection 
>}{  solitary  cells  in  the  State  Prison,  and  appropriated  £3000  for  the  purpose. 

B 
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VERMONT. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — The  subject  was  introduced  by  thegofm* 
or  in  his  last  message,*  and  a  law  was  passed  during  the  hmoo  ot 
the  legislature,  giving  the  poor  debtor  power  to  take  the  oath,  if  he  ts 
judged  a  fit  subject  to  take  it,  within  two  hours  after  judgment  is  rem 
dered.t  This  provision  of  the  new  law  will  probably  remove  about  one 
third  or  one  fourth  part  of  the  evil  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  Vermont, 
and  save  many  honest  men  from  being  separated  from  their  families, 
deprived  of  liberty,'  and  made  to  lie  in  jail,  for  weeks  and  months,  when 
no  person  wishes  to  appear  to  show  cause  why  the  poor  debtor's  oath 
should  not  be  administered  to  them  in  two  hours,  as  usefully  as  at  the 
end  of  thirty  days. 

This  law,  however,  which  is  so  humane  in  this  feature  of  it,  contain 
nothing  to  prevent  imprisonment  for  small  sums,  at  the  will  of  the  cred- 
itor, who  may  be  governed  by  avarice,  revenge,  cruelty  or  lust,  and 
between  whose  passions  and  the  incarceration  of  the  body  of  his  debtor 
justice  interposes  no  barrier — a  principle  in  the  old  law,  than  which 
no  one  can  admit  of  greater  abuses. 

While,  therefore,  we  rejoice  in  the  small  and  good  law  which  wt& 
enacted  in  Vermont  at  the  last  session,  giving  the  poor  debtor  power 

*  Extract*  from  the  Message  of  Hit  Excellency  Samuel  C.  Crafts,  dated  October  30, 1890. 

"  Thai  feature  in  ow  code,  which  authorizes  imprisonment  for  debt,  when  there  is  do  ap- 
pearance of  fraud,  seems,  however,  not  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  improvements  is  jam- 
prudence,  nor  in  unison  with  the  spirit  of  the  age ;  and  public  opinion  calls  loudly  for  m  re- 
moval. This  subject  has  heretofore  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  ;  but  ai  thrir 
deliberations  were  directed  principally  to  coses  occurring  on  debts  already  contract- 
ed, so  many  difficulties  presented  themselves,  in  framing  a  law  that  should  benefit  the  debt- 
or without  infringing  upon  the  rights  of  the  creditor,  that  no  measures  were  finally  adopted. 

"  To  pass  a  law  to  exempt  the  bodies  of  debtors  from  arrest  and  imprisonment  "oa  silctn- 
tracts  to  be  entered  into  after  the  passage  of  such  an  act,  is  deemed  to  be  completely  ***• 
in  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  Legislature.  The  only  question  that  can  arise,  is,  tto 
expediency  of  the  measure.  It  might  liavc  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  general  credit  vski 
prevails  through  the  State  *,  and,  should  such  be  the  case,  it  is  believed  that  the  eftcl 
would  be  beneficial,  rather  than  prejudicial,  to  the  community." 

t  Law  of  November  8, 1830. — "AN  ACT  in  Relation  to  Imprisonmcat  Tor  Debt. 

"  Skc.  1.  It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Vermont.  That. 
hereafter,  when  any  final  judgment  shall  be  rendered  by  any  supreme  or  county  court,  or 
justice  of  the  peace,  on  any  contract  made  or  entered  into  after  the  first  day  of  Jaausr/ 
next,  the  debtor  may  appear  before  such  court,  during  Uie  same  term  in  which  such  j*fe* 
ment  is  rendered,  or  before  suoh  justice,  within  two  lipurs  after  the  rendition  of  suck  jodjj* 
ment  by  him,  and  submit  himself  to  be  examined  on  oath,  by  such  supreme  or  count/  cosrl. 
or  justice,  and  by  the  creditor,  his  agent  or  attorney,  touching  the  situation,  ciironutsaefi 
and  property  of  such  debtor;  and,  if  such  court  or  justice  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  dsbw 
is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  oath  named  in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  Un  said  osb 
shall,  by  said  court  or  justice,  be  administered  to  such  debtor,  and  a  record  thereof  be  ■**« 
and,  in  such  case,  no  execution  shall  issue  on  said  judgment  against  the  body  of  **■ 
debtor. 

"Sxc.  t.    It  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  the  oath  to  be  administered  to  such  drbtcn 
shall  be  in  the  form  following,  to  wit :   '  You  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly  swear  (or  *&»)» 
without  evasion,  equivocation  or  mental  reservation,  that  you  have  not  any  estate,  ml  or 
personal,  except  one  cow,  one  swine,  or  the  moat  of  one  swine,  ten  cords  of  fire-wood,  fi*« 
bushels  of  grain,  twenty  bushels  of  potatoes,  ten  sheep,  and  one  year's  product  of  said  sbeef 
and  forage  sufficient  for  the  keeping  of  your  cow  and  sheep  through  the  present  or  easnit* 
winter  (as  the  case  may  be),  and  such  suitable  apparel,  bedding,  tools  and  household  far* 
ture,  as  may  be  necessary  for  upholding  life,  ana  such  military  arms  and  ep^npmeats  at  » 
is  your  duty,  by  law,  to  furnish,  in  possession,  remainder  or  revision,  to  the  value  of  twesW 
dollars  in  the  whole,  nor  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt,  damages  and  costs,  for  which  judgmtf* 
has  been  rendered  against  you,  aqd  that  you  have  not,  directly  nor  indirectly,  disposed  of 
all  or  any  part  of  your  estate,  to  defraud  or  deceive  any  of  your  just  creditors.    So  ndf 
yon  God  (or,  in  case  of  affirmation),  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury/  " 
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ike  the  oath  in  two  hours,  we  lament,  that  there  waa  not  connected 
it  another  wholesome  provision,  exempting  the  body  from  arrest 
imprisonment  for  small  debts.  This  has  been  done  in  Maine, 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Maryland,  and  South  Carolina,  and, 
r  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  with  the  strong  approbation  of 
6  opinion,  and  without  any  considerable  practical  evils.  The  ne- 
ty  of  such  a  law,  and  the  amount  of  evil  which  would  be  prevented 
,  may  be  inferred  by  the  specimen  below  of  imprisonment  for  debt 
iddlebary,  for  six  months,  ending  June  1,  1831.* 

wpruonment  for  Debt  in  Middle  bury,  Vt.tfor  Six  Months,  ending  June  1, 1831.. 


• 

Ifc. 

DoMsit. 

Dungn. 

Co*. 

■ 

TbM  Mi  lfSBSjr  Of  Mssk»J|S. 

Dm.  a 

T.  M. 

SUM 

9  17 

986 

4 

W.  E.  L. 

390 

1  69 

81 

7 

a  b. 

18  60 

164 

1  00 

•i 

H.  II. 

13  69 

1  69 

94 

11 

D.  N. 

36 

1  69 

78 

18 

N.  B.  8. 

96  44 

1  08 

199 

*1 

C.  8.  W. 

13  50 

1  64 

94 

Sworn  out,  Doe.  98, 1830. 

99 

I*.  B.  H. 

7  91 

1  64 

87 

tt 

G.  A.  G. 

By  order  of  court. 

u 

R.  B. 

By  order  of  court. 

so 

S.H.S.fcA.1.8. 

97  81 

934 

1  93 

Jan.    3 

8.  B. 

90  14 

1  69 

1  04 

Settled  by  parties. 

3 

D.  8.  B. 

49  06 

1  40 

936 

it 

Sum, 

90  99 

9  11 

1  99 

a 

E.  C. 

7  43 

1  00 

1  83 

Sworn  oat,  January  10, 1831. 

6 

W.  E. 

433 

1  64 

83 

Sworn  out. 

7 

J.  W. 

Discharged  by  plaintiff. 

«i 

W.  B. 

Diaeharged  by  plaintiff. 

11 

E.  N. 

99  41 

1  88 

1  35 

Sworn  out 

IS 

H.  H. 

977 

1  64 

89 

u 

Same, 

97  69 

1  64 

1  19 

u 

A.  D. 

8  75 

1  76 

99 

13 

I.  G. 

11  84 

906 

9  74 

Sworn  oat,  13th. 

14 

E.  H. 

12  49 

933 

1  79 

Sworn  oat.  96th. 
Discharged  by  plaintiff. 

** 

J,  M. 

W.  fc  L. 

5  73 

1  64 

89 

15 

35  *J6 

1  98 

1  58 

41 

J.  W. 

63  31 

1  69 

1  59 

U 

G.  C.  L. 

614  15 

11  53 

7  51 

18 

A.  D. 

33  92 

1  76 

1  97 

Bond  given  op. 

91 

P.  K. 

868 

9  50 

*, 

Sworn  oat. 

99 

B.  B. 

3  09 

75 

76  < 

19 

W.  B. 

16  99 

9  00 

199 

Sworn  oat. 

96 

N.  B.  II. 

11  95 

1  64 

91 

ii 

oft  nip. 

7  94 

1  64 

86 

CI 

D.  0.  W. 

695 

50 

9  15 

u 

8.  B.  W. 

19  69 

50 

1  00 

Diaeharged  by  plaintiff. 

27 

M.  K.  D. 

63  95 

1  69 

1  61 

98 

J.  B.  M.  D. 

U# 

50 

1  98 

Sworn  oat. 

M 

w.  E.  B. 

Feb.  5 

J.  C. 

109  00 

7  14 

9  16 

Sworn  oat. 

8 

D.  B. 

1  91 

1  89 

1  69 

10 

A.  K.  A. 

97  80 

9  38 

1  14 

« 

I.  B. 

19  97 

1  83 

1  59 

Sworn  oat. 

it 

Same. 

1  35 

1  69 

1  71 

Sworn  oat. 

•       u 

R.  B. 

38 

1  75 

96 

Discharged  by  plaintiff. 

u 

R.  G. 

13 

J.  I>. 

93 

1  74 

300 

it 

J.  L. 

699 

1  64 

85 

M 

N.  8. 

67  77 

888 

1  94 

W 

W.  P. 

Discharged  by  plaintiff. 

l< 

R.  B. 

Discharged  by  plaintiff. 

14 

L.  H. 

49  40 

906 

1  88 

Sworn  out. 

M 

Bane, 

130  49 

11  30 

4  11 

Sworn  oat 

10 

A.  B. 

99  30 

1  64 

1  15 

it 

Same, 

31  00 

9  48 

1  18 

M 

A.  fc  J.  K. 

149  49 

50 

393 

W 

J.  N. 

40  99) 

15  50 

145 

Sworn  oat. 

M 

8.  B.  \V. 

104  84 

879  I 

939 

Settled  by  parties. 

17 

J.  E. 

6  41 

1  56 

390 

Sworn  oat. 

tt 

J.  C. 

13  85 

1  64 

94 

it 

H.  II. 

195  00 

13  78 

945 
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State  Prison  at  Windsor. — The  new  Prison,  containing  136© 
solitary  confinement  at  night,  is  nearly  finished,  and  will  be  soon 
pied.  When  the  convicts  in  an  old  Prison  are  removed  from  i 
building,  where  they  have  been  associated,  without  restraint,  in 
night  rooms,  to  a  new  building,  like  that  here  spoken  of,  sop 
from  each  other,  and  placed  under  constant  inspection  and  restart 
amount  of  profaneness  and  blasphemy,  lasciviousness  and  misci 
prevented,  far  beyond  the  conception  of  those  who  have  not  be 
miliar  with  the  dreadful  corruption  of  old  State  Prisons.  To  tl 
portant  result,  in  Vermont,  this  Society  may  congratulate  itself, 
has  contributed  in  no  small  degree. 

House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  and  Asylum  for  Pi 
Imprisoned  Lunatics. — Vermont  has  neither  ;  but  it  sends  many 
persons,  under  20  years  of  age,  to  the  State  Prison,  and  probab 
more  than  two  hundred  lunatics,  who  are  poor  and  destitute  of  an  a 


Date. 

Debtors. 

Damages. 

Cote. 

Fen. 

Time  and  Manner  of  Dig  mi] 

mi 

.     Feb.  17 

II.  w.  &  w. 

3040  94 

10  74 

3*26 

it 

J.  D. 

110  14 

625 

2  23 

it 

C.  L. 

31  77 

1  64 

1  19 

21 

E.  B. 

9  97 

2  77 

1  99 

Sworn  out. 

it 

Same, 

29  50 

50 

3  24 

Sworn  out. 

« 

N.  P. 

3029  52 

10  76 

31  H5 

34 

W.  W 

2J70 

102  GO 

2  37 

tt 

E.  P. 

By  plaintiff. 

25 

H.  M. 

By  the  judge. 

26 

J.  B.  McD. 

2  50 

1  89 

1  99 

Sworn  out. 

tt 

J.  8. 

4  28 

1  69 

2  14 

Sworn  out. 

March  5 

L.  F. 

6  81 

1  82 

97 

Sworn  out. 

7 

C.  B. 

Discharged,  March  8Ui. 

9 

B.  8. 

7  72 

1  64 

m 

■     10 

W.  D. 

14  44 

1  81 

299 

Sworn  out,  April  21. 

it 

J   D. 

171  32 

8  17 

3  41 

Sworn  out,  March  23. 

15 

A.  C. 

11  31 

1  69 

90 

16 

N.  M. 

31  93 

I  69 

1  19 

it 

A.  T. 

2  24 

2  14 

2  66 

Sworn  out,  April  15. 

it 

C.  L. 

61  88 

1  69 

1  53 

23 

S.  E. 

20  87 

1  99 

1  80 

29 

J.  V. 

44  59 

164 

1  32 

Sworn  out,  April  21. 

tt 

F.  C.  F. 

9  5? 

1  64 

to 

Discharged  by  plaintiff**. 

tt 

N.  0. 

53  84 

1  13 

1  40 

i:> 

r.  a 

5  12 

1  67 

1  96 

Sworn  out,  March  23. 

tt 

Saiuo, 

7  81 

393 

3  91 

Sworu  out. 

April  15 

M.  R.            j 

eiu.jail 
$3  fine 

J5  11 

84 

Discharged  by  judge*  Wooste 

tt 

W.  B.  II. 

5  85 

1  64 

83 

19 

O.  B. 

14  45 

1  P2 

2  40 

sflworn  out,  April  26. 
Sworn  out,  May  10. 

20 

E.  P.  L. 

86 

1  64 

78 

May2 

A.  T. 

1  93 

1  64 

79 

tt 

Same, 

6  43 

1  64 

84 

3 

D.  B. 

1  70 

1  70 

2  95 

Sworn  out,  May  3, 1331 

5 

S.  E. 

8  51) 

5  06 

1  66 

tt 

8.  B. 

sai 

2  18 

1  28 

Sworn  out,  May  10. 

«t 

N.  B.  11. 

93 

1  75 

78 

tt 

I.  A. 

4  54 

2  50 

84 

14 

A.  T. 

4  89 

1  64 

1  90 

. 

u 

^^m9        ^"™  « 

2  70 

1  75 

1  (*2 

tt 

— —.        — . 

5  35 

1  76 

83 

28 

R.  L. 

34  40  i 

1  64 

1  23 

X.  B. — Whole  number,  94  ;  for  Ion  than  81  each,  fire,  whone  debt*  together  amounted 
and  the  costs  to  $14  87  :  for  less  than  $5  each,  twenty,  or  more  than  one  fifth  part  of 
number  ;  for  less  than  $13  33  each,  forty-five,  or  more  than  one  half  of  the  wholo  number;  d 
by  the  oath,  not,  however,  under  the  old  law,  without  remaining  in  jail  several  day*,  tl 
settled  by  the  parties,  two  :   discharged  by  plaintiff*,  nine  ;  manner  of  discharge,  in  many 
specified  on  the  records.    Taking  this  table  at  the  batis  or  the  calculation,  and  comparing 
lation  of  the  district  with  the  population  of  tbo  whole  state,  tho  number  of  cases  of  imp 
for  debt  in  Vermont  annually  exceeds  4000. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — The  governor  introduced  the  subject  in  his 
meauge  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  ;*  and  a  law  was  passed 
exempting  females  for  all  sums,  and  others  for  sums  less  than  ten  dol- 
lars, on  contracts  made  subsequent  to  July  1, 1831. t  Though  this  may 
appear  to  many  a  small  law,  it  will  save  from  incarceration,  if  it  is 
obeyed,  about  five  hundred  persons  annually.  The  number  of  females 
imprisoned  for  debt  in  this  commonwealth,  last  year,  was  about  sixty, 
of  whom  almost  sixty  were  in  Boston;  and  the  number  of  persons  im- 
prisoned for  less  than  010  each  we  estimate,  from  the  best  information 
we  have  obtained,  at  about  430.  Now,  the  personal  liberty  of  490  per- 
sons annually,  if  it  can  be  secured  by  a  small  law,  then  let  small  laws 
pass. 

Bat  it  is  predicted,  by  some  persons,  who  are  not  without  influence  in 
the  legislature,  that  this  law  will  be  soon  repealed.  It  may  not  be 
amiss,  therefore,  to  guard  this  law  by  the  publication  of  the  substance  of 

*  Extract  from  the.  Message  of  Gorernor  Lincoln,  January,  1831 

''On  former  occasions,  I  have  earnestly  pressed  upon  tan  attention  of  the  Legislature  the 
claims  of  the  impoverished  ami  unfortunate  to  an  amelioration  of  the  laws  which  subject 
the  person  to  imprisonment  for  debt.  Increased  information,  and  greater  liberality  in  pub- 
lic sentiment  on  this  subject,  encourage  the  hope  that  some  measure  of  alleviation  will  now 
be  adopted.  Experience  has  abundantly  proved  how  utterly  unavailing'  is  this  sfjecirs  of 
coercion  to  the  collection  of  debts.  It  may  well  be  feared,  that  resort  to  it,  in  many  in- 
Mances,  not  only  results  in  showing  the  incapacity,  Init  in  destroying',  also,  the  very  inclination, 
to  snke  payment.  Deep,  extensive,  unalfeviated  distress  is  the  consequence  of  the  inipris- 
ttaent  of  tie  honest  poor;  and  with  the  privations  of  restraint  to  the  debtor,  are  ofttimc* 
narjed  the  keenest  suffering*  of  tender  and  hopeless  families  in  want.  Wise  and  prou- 
dest legislation  will  meet  the  distinction  between  inability  and  fraudulent  concealment, 
and,  while  it  will  secure  to  the  former  the  indulgence  due  to  involuntary  misfortune,  it  will 
Danish  the  latter  with  a  severity  merited  only  by  deliberate  and  moral  transgression,  hi  tho 
<fecossioM  which  have  been  had  before  the  public,  various  modes  of  relief  have  l>ecn 
proposed.  But  that  which  consists  in  extending  exemption  from  arrest  to  a  much  larger 
amount  of  debt  than  at  present,  and  in  all  other  cases  substituting  security  for  the  appear- 
ance of  the  debtor  to  submit  to  an  examination,  for  imprisonment  previous  to  an  opportuni- 
ty for  showing1  his  right  to  a  discharge,  appears  to  have  been  most  favored.  Tlicsc  are 
taple  provisions,  and  do  the  least  violence  to  former  opinions  and  accustomed  habits  of 
Utmeis.  If  more  than  this,  in  your  judgment,  can  practically  be  accomplished,  without 
vvakening-  the  salutary  restraints  upon  improvident  credits,  or  impairing  the  motives  to 
faithful  endeavors  in  the  fulfilment  of  contracts,  it  will  meet  from  nu:  a  ready  and  mo.st  cor- 
dial approval." 

♦  Lap  of  March  19, 1831.—"  AN  ACT  to  abolish  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  certain  Cases. 

"Sec.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Itepresentathvs,  in  General  Court 
wemNed,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  xame,  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
no  person  shall  be  arrested.  Iiehfto  bail,  or  imprisoned  on  m««nc  process  or  execution,  for 
any  debt  less  than  ten  dollars,  contracted  sul>scquently  to  that  day. 

•■  Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  alter  the  first  day  of  July  next,  no  female 
*ftal]  be  arrested,  held  to  bail,  or  imprisoned  on  mesne  process  or  execution,  for  any  ilcbt 
contracted  subsequently  to  that  day.  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  l>c  cod- 
Kroed  to  extend  to  any  case  in  which  any  female  shall  be  charged  as  trustee,  for  a  sum  ex- 
ceeding ten  dollars,  in  any  judgment  rendered  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  Court  of 
t'omaoo  Fleas. 

'•Sic.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  it  shall  1m 
inedoty  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  or  justice  of  the  peace,  who  may  issue  any  execution 
upon  any  judgment  founded  on  any  contract  made  subsequently  to  the  said  first  day  of 
Jolv,  so  to  vary  the  form  of  such  execution,  that  the  same  shall  not  run  against  the  body  of 
any  female  debtor,  nor  against  the  body  of  any  other  debtor,  unless  the  judgment,  exclusive 
of  costs,  shall  amount  to  the  sum  of  ten  dollars ;  and  the  form  of  all  writs  of  execution  which 
•sail  be  issued  upon  a  judgment  founded  on  a  former  judgment,  against  any  female  whose 
original  debt  shall  have  been  contracted  subsequently  to  the  said  hrst  day  "of  July,  or  any 
other  debtor  whose  original  debt  shall  have  been  contracted  subsequently  to  the  said  first 
day  of  July  (the  amount  of  which  originally  shall  have  been  less  than  ten  dollars),  shall  be 
so  varied  as  not  to  run  against  the  bodies  of  such  debtors/' 

B2 
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the  testimony  which  was  communicated  last  winter  orally  and  by  let 
from  the  sheriffs  or  jailers  of  the  different  counties.  The  jailer 
Suffolk  county  says  he  never  wishes  to  see  another  woman  in  l 
Boston  Jail  for  debt  The  sheriff  says  the  same.  They  both  agree 
saying  that  the  use  made  of  the  law  under  which  it  was  done,  was 
most  all  abuse.  The  testimony  of  the  jailer  before  the  committee 
the  Senate,  concerning  the  character  of  the  women  committed  to  Pro 
for  debt ;  the  character  of  those  who  committed  them  to  Prison,  and  t 
purposes  for  which  it  was  often  done ;  and  the  effect  on  the  debto 
apartment  of  having  females  in  Jail  for  debt, — we  think,  will  satisfy  i 
committee  of  the  legislature,  at  any  future  time,  if  the  question,  by  i 
means,  shall  be  again  agitated,  of  the  odious  abuses,  in  almost  all  cas 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  of  allowing  the  imprisonment  of  females 
Boston  for  debt.  If  this  be  so,  then  about  nine  tenths  of  all  the  imp 
onment  of  females  for  debt  in  the  commonwealth  is  abuse ;  for  afta 
all  the  imprisonment  of  females  for  debt  in  the  commonwealth,  is 
Boston.* 


*   Ft1lU>h:8 

imprisoned  in 

Debtors 

Jail, 

Bostim.  from  Jan 

.  1.  1830,  to  Jan.  1, 1831 

Nunc* 

At  wboM  Suit. 

Time  of  Committal  and 
Dbcbarge. 

Proem. 

Sum. 

Master  of  Dbrfafft- 

$  E.  «. 

3  M.  T. 

t  N.  VV. 
J  R.  E. 

Jail. 

1 
5 

Jan. 

2 

Writ, 
cc 

20  00 
20  00 

Non-payment  of  support. 
Out  on  bail. 

$  H.  L.  C. 

I  r.  s. 

IS 

Feb. 

13 

Exce'n. 

26  00 

Ou  limit*  ;  swore  out. 

$  L.  K. 

J  G.  A. 

Feb. 

10 

10 

Writ. 

20  00 

Discharged  by  plaintiff. 

§  M.  6. 

I  M.  11. 

Je.  II. 

18 

18 

Exec'n. 

11  77 

Paid  demand. 

$  P.  W. 

23 

March  3 

Writ. 

20  00 

Non-payment  of  support. 

t  H.  h.alias  ) 
H.C.C.      1 

X  D.  F. 

94 

27 

Exec'n. 

14  36 

Swore  oat. 

$  J.  L. 

$  A.  G. 

March  6 

21 

Writ. 

30  00 

Non-payment  of  support 
By  plaintiff's  attorney. 
Paid  demand. 

;  A.  O. 

J  J.  R.  D. 

13 

17 

C'.C.Pl. 

43  19 

5  E.  c. 

§  8.  MeG. 

19 

20 

Exec'n. 

21  2G 

\i  V..  F.  G. 

R.  E. 

31 

April 

«w 

Writ. 

20  00 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

;  B.  P. 

1  A.  B.  C. 
$  M.  P. 

Aprii 

3 

May 

3 

Exec'n. 

36  32 

On  limits  j  swore  out. 

$  L.  B. 
§  8.  11. 
u  M.  M. 

13 

April 

13 

Writ. 

20  00 

Paid  demand. 

1  J.  A.  VV. 

19 

* 

22 

cc 

20  00 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

J  y.  c. 

CC 

24 

cc 

30  00 

By  plaintiff. 

;  E.M.IX«!i- ) 
a*  E.  McD.  J 

$  A.  A.  F. 

34 

cc 

60  00 

By  bail,  on  limits. 

t  e.  m.  n. 

t  L.  P. 

i< 

cc 

200  00 

By  bail,  on  limit*. 

u  M.  P.  B. 

J  E.  VV. 

ct 

26 

cc 

40  00 

By  plaintiff. 

A  M.  II. 

{  J.  VV. 

26 

27 

ct 

20  00 

By  plaintiff. 

$  M.  A.  e. 

$R.  H. 

May 

3 

May 

4 

cc 

20  00 

By  plaintiff's  attomtj- 

£  R.  L. 

\  8.  H. 

* 

cc 

5 

cc 

65  00 

Ry  plaintiff. 

u  L.  E. 

{  M.  F.  R. 

7 

June 

5 

cc 

10  00 

Non-payment  of  rapport 

$  M.  VV. 

1  P.  W.' 
J  M.  E. 

19 

26 

Exec'n. 

44  14 

Swore  out. 

$  M.  T. 

1ft 

May 

22 

Writ. 

90  00 

By  plaintiff. 

$  P.  T. 

B.  fcVV. 

21 

24 

Exec'n. 

10  59 

By  creditor*. 

v)  E.  J. 
v>  A.  N. 

:  R.  H. 

u 

cc 

Writ. 

20  00 

By  plaintiff. 

:  8.  p. 

27 

June 

4 

u 

20  00 

By  plaintiff. 

$  M.  II. 

M.  VV. 

28 

cc 
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9  48 

By  creditor. 

ft  E.  E. 

11.  R. 

cc 

Mar 

28 

Writ. 

15  00 

Paid  demand. 

<\  E.  A. 

D.  C. 

29' 

31 

cc 

20  00 

By  plaintiff. 

V  A.  II. 

J.  K.  8. 

June 

4 

5 

u 

20  00 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

(s  I*  C. 

< ,  W.  L. 

it 

4 

Exec'n. 

21  99 

By  creditor's  attorney. 
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X  H.  II. 

• 

5 

11 

Writ. 

20  00 

By  plaintiff. 
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1  8.  C. 

28 
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Non-paymont  of  support to^ 
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it 
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3 

Writ. 
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By  plaintiff. 

J  C.  B. 
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2 

m 

2 
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20  00 

By  plaintiff 
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* 

cc 

5 
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By  plaintiff. 
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1  W.  L. 

10 
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Exec'n. 
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13 

14 

Writ. 
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$  A.  G. 

22 
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24 
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Exec'n. 

19  05 

By  creditor's  attorney. 

y  M.   A.   P. 
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4 

Aur. 
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Writ. 

15  00 

Out  on  bail. 

J  H.  B. 

[R.E. 

o 

25 'Sent. 

8 

Exec'n. 

12  81 

By  creditor. 

4L.  B, 

$  J.  C. 

31 

4 

Writ. 

20  00 

By  plaintiff's  attorney 

4  B.A.S.  ali~  i 
«#  S.  A.  F.  ] 

t  F.  A.  8.  Jr. 

[Sept. 

8 

13 

Exec'n. 

16  45 

By  creditor's  attorney- 
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Let  us  see,  then,  how  much  of  the  little  which  is  found  in  other 
counties  of  the  commonwealth  is  useful  and  necessary.  It  appeared 
by  a  Jate  examination  of  the  Records  of  the  Jail  at  Lee  lime  re  Point,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  that  only  one  female  hail  been  imprisoned  in 
that  jail,  for  debt,  in  two  years,  and  she  was  a  widow.  The  debt 
(mounted  to  $45  80.  This  poor  widow  remained  in  jail  thirty-four 
days,  and  then  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath. 

Two  other  females,  only,  had  been  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  same 
Jail,  since  January,  1820.  One  of  the  two  was  on  writ  for  a  small  sum. 
and  she  was  discharged,  because  her  l>oard  was  not  paid,  according  to 
liw,  by  the  creditor,  having  herself  paid  no  part  of  the  debt,  and  being 
unable  to  pay  it.  The  other  remained  in  Jail,  at  least,  thirty  days,  and 
then  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath. 

The  jailor  in  Salem,  Mr.  Nehemiah  Brown,  writes,  under  date  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1831 — "  In  regard  to  imprisonment  of  females  for  a  common 
debt,  I  have  ever  considered  it  useless  and  inhuman.  There  have 
been  but  four  females  confined  in  this  Prison  for  debt,  during  the  last 
sixteen  years." 

The  jailor  in  Ipswich,  Mr.  Michael  Brown,  writes,  under  date  Feb- 
ruary 23—'*  I  have  examined  the  Records  of  the  Prison,  and  find  but 
one  female  has  been  committed  for  debt  since  18°22 :  that  one  was  com- 
mitted to  close  confinement  April  4,  1^39,  ibr  $10  67.  She  had  no 
friends  to  be  her  bail,  and  give  her  the  liberty  of  the  yard.  I  procured 
bondsmen  for  her,  and  boarded  her  in  my  family  till  May  <>,  1S2D 
(i.  e.  one  month  and  two  days),  when  she  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath, 
and  was  discharged.  I  never  received  a  cent  for  her  board,  nor  ever 
expected  to ;  for  I  was  satisfied  she  was  not  able  to  pay  debt  or  cost. 
As  it  respects  the  necessity  of  imprisoning  females  for  debt,  I  consider 
it  useless,  and  the  law  authorizing  it  a  disgrace  to  the  country." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  at  Newburyport,  Mr.  Oilman  White,  writes, 
under  date  February  *23,  1831 — 4<  There  has  not  been  a  female  com- 
mitted for  debt  since  I  have  had  the  care  of  the  Prison,  which  is  about 
fire  months.  I  have  made  inquiry  of  Mr.  Bagley,  the  former  keeper  of 
the  Prison,  who  informed  me,  that  there  have  been  but  two  females 
confined  for  debt  for  five  years  past.  These  were  for  very  small  sums. . 
To  imprison  a  female  for  debt,  I  think  a  disgrace  to  humanity." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Dedham,  Mr.  Whitney,  under  date 
February  28,  writes — "  Only  one  female  for  debt  the  last  year.  Amount 
of  debt  and  costs  as  follows :  debt,  810  11 ;  costs,  83  17  ;  officer's  fees, 
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4 

5 

c; 

30  no 
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t< 

20  00 
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}r.  a. 

$1.  H. 

34 

24 

CI 

30  00 
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5 1  w. 

t  J.  H. 

29 

4< 

Exmj'ii. 

0S3  04 

By  creditor. 

N.  B. — Wbofa  number,  57  ;  name*  of  debtor*  not  found  in  the  Directory,  and  marked  with  ay. 
*'«  Q&mei  of  creditor!  marked  in  the  name  manner,  and  not  found  in  the  Dilatory, 90  ;  number  of 
V^m*  imprisoned,  6  ;  number  imprisoned  on  mcFii<<  prim-M,  or  writ  without  execution,  Uti;  number 
^priwoed  for  lei*  thau  $20  each,  40  ;  number  who  paid  the  demand ,  h. 
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91  83.  But  three  or  four  females  have  been  committed  since  I  have 
kept  the  Prison,  which  is  almost  thirteen  years.  I  think  females  ought 
not  to  be  liable  to  arrest." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Taunton,  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Dean,  writes, 
under  date  February  26 — "  I  have  examined  the  Prison  Records,  and 
find  there  was  but  one  female  committed  for  debt  during  the  year 
1830.  The  amount  of  debt,  exclusive  of  costs,  $5  03 ;  time  confined, 
13  days.  She  was  discharged  for  want  of  security  for  board.  With 
regard  to  the  imprisonment  of  females  for  debt,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  not 
necessary,  and,  in  cases  where  there  is  no  fraud,  it  appears  barbarous. 
It  is  seldom  that  females  are  committed  to  this  Prison  for  debt  In 
most  instances  within  my  knowledge,  they  have  had  the  appearance  of 
being  actually  poor,  and  could  not  pay  the  amount  for  which  they  were 
committed." 

A  gentleman  in  Worcester  writes,  under  date  February  22,  1831— 
"  The  number  of  females  committed  to  the  Prison  in  this  county,  dar- 
ing the  year  L830,  was  two.  The  amount  for  which  one  was  impris- 
oned was  $24  87,  and  the  other  980  57.  The  time  of  imprisonment 
of  one  was  31  days,  and  the  other  34  days,  and  both  were  discharged 
by  the  poor  debtor's  oath.  My  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  and  utility 
of  this  practice  is  not  worth  giving,  any  further  than  as  that  of  one  of 
that  numerous  body,  the  public.  It  is,  however,  decidedly,  that  it  is 
neither  necessary  nor  useful ;  that  the  power  of  thus  controlling  the 
person  of  a  female  is  one  which  may  be  used  for  other  purposes  than 
that  of  the  collection  of  debts,  and  that  it  ought  no  longer  to  be  tolerat- 
ed in  a  community  enlightened  and  moral  as  we  assume  that  ours  is." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Franklin  county  writes,  under  dale 
February  24,  185)1 — "  There  was  no  female  committed  for  debt,  on 
civil  action,  in  this  county,  during  the  year  ending  January  1,  1831." 
This  keeper  appears  to  think  that  the  imprisonment  of  females  for 
debt  is  about  as  necessary  as  the  imprisonment  of  other  people. 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Hampshire  county  writes,  under  date 
Northampton,  February  23 — u  There  has  been  no  female  committed  to 
Prison  for  debt,  in  this  county,  during  the  year  1830,  and  none  for  ser- 
cral  years  past  As  respects  the  necessity  of  imprisoning  females  for 
debt,  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  on  that  subject.'1 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Hampden  county  writes,  under  date 
February  23 — "  I  find  on  the  Prison  Register  one  female  committed  to 
Jail  last  year,  for  $10 19.  She  remained  in  Jail  six  days,  and  was  dis- 
charged by  the  creditor,  who  lived  out  of  the  state.  If  I  have  exam- 
ined the  Records  correctly,  we  have  had  six  females  committed  to  this 
Jail  in  the  six  past  years.  I  am  fully  of  the  opinion,  that  females 
ought  not  to  be  committed  to  Jail  for  debt." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  writes,  under 
date  February  22—"  I  have  kept  this  Prison  since  May  22,  1828, 
nearly  three  years.  During  this  time,  there  has  been  only  one  female 
committed  for  debt ;  the  debt  amounted  to  about  seventy  dollars.  This 
female  staid  thirty  days,  took  the  benefit  of  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  and 
I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying,  that  is  the  end  of  the  debt ;  if  not,  in  my 
opinion  it  ought  to  be.  I  think  it  cruel  in  the  extreme  to  imprison  a 
fellow  creature  for  debt,  especially  a  female." 
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ig  to  these  letters,  there  have  been  committed  to  the  ten 
this  commonwealth,  above  mentioned,  not  including  the  Jail 
luring  the  last  year,  five  females ;  and  to  all  these  Jails  for 
rs,  twenty-four,  not  half  as  many  to  all  of  theui,  in  the  course 
>kcn  of,  as  in  the  city  of  Boston  in  one  year ;  the  whol<» 
nmitted  to  the  Boston  Jail  last  year  having  been  fifty-seven, 
the  facts  in  this  case,  and  such  the  opinions  of  the  men 
best  opportunity  for  observation  on  this  subject,  where  shall 
tes  be  found  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  exempting  females 
onment  for  debt  ? 

ersons  be  found  to  advocate  a  repeal  of  this  law,  it  is  certain 
rermnent  contemplates  no  snch  thing ;  for,  after  passing  the 
it  the  same  session,  a  resolution  was  passed  authorizing  the 

appoint  commissioners  "  to  consider  the  expediency  of  pro- 
no  for  the  more  equitable  distribution  of  the  estates  of  insolvent 
•  the  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  in  all  proper  cases, 
rdng  such  further  revision  in  existing  laws  as  the  commission- 
jb  expedient  and  proper''  The  Hon.  Charles  Jackson,  the 
el  Hubbard,  and  John  B.  Davis,  Esq.,  were  appointed  by  the 
inder  this  resolution ;  and  the  governor,  in  his  speech  at  the 

the  session  of  the  legislature  in  May,  most  respectfully 
commissioners  and  their  expected  report.*  The  commis- 
bre  the  close  of  the  session,  made  a  report,  accompanied  with 
hich,  if  it  passes,  at  least  three  fourths  of  the  evils  of  impris- 
debt  will  be  done  away  in  Massachusetts, 
jurpose  of  exhibiting  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  evil  for 
ir  as  imprisonment  for  debt  is  concerned,  the  commissioners 
ited  to  provide  a  remedy,  we  shall  present  in  detail,  from 

of  different  Prisons  in  this  commonwealth,  specimens  of 
►n  of  existing  laws,  from  January  1, 1830,  to  January  1, 1631, 

will  be  seen — first,  what  proportion  of  the  debtors  reside  in 
where  the  Prisons  are  located,  and  how  little  occasion  is 

rod  from  the  Speech  nf  his  Excellency  Levi  Lincoln,  in  May,  1831. 

ince  with  a  resolve  of  the  last  legislature,  commissioners  were  appointed,  by 
"  to  consider  the  expedienev  or'  providing  by  law  for  the  more  equal  and 
bution  of  the  estates  of  insolvent  debtors,  for  the  altolishing  imprisonment  for 
per  cases,  and  for  making  such  further  revision  in  the  existing  laws,  touching 
ditor.  as  the  commissioner*  may  deem  expedient  and  proper."  The  broad 
ulboritv,  and  the  great  interest  and  importance  of  the  subjects  it  cml>raced. 
I  should  Ihj  committed,  with  more  than  common  caution,  to  discreet  and  able 
anting,  professional  skill,  liberal,  yet  just  opinions,  and  practical  observation, 
bund  united  in  the  character  of  tue  constituted  board  of  commissioners,  be- 

report  your  most  favorable  consideration.  It  is  promised  immediately,  ami 
itten  to  you  without  delav ;  and  I  cannot  but  urgently  recommend,  that  it 

that  attention  which  is  afikc  the  dictate  of  sympathy  for  the  unfortunate,  and 
y  in  reference  to  die  business  and  requirements  of  the  community.  Both 
ebtor  are  concerned  in  a  revision  and  modification  of  the  existing  laws,  and 
sit,  on  the  one  hand,  of  new  securities  against  fraud,  and  the  interposition,  on 
more  effectual  shield  from  oppression.  It  has  long  been  felt  and  lamented. 
«ss  of  familiar  resort,  in  a  deed  of  assignment,  property  may  now  be  secured 
it.  bevond  the  reach  of  justice,  and  by  an  abuse  of  the  power  of  coercion,  in 
rat  of  person,  misery  may  be  inflicted  upon  the  destitute,  to  the  gratification 
nalice.  Far  removed  from  such  ends  are  the  just  purposes  of  a  wise  govern- 
s  no  less  due  to  the  character  of  our  jurisprudence,  than  to  the  true  interests 
that  neither  temptation  nor  opportunity  should  be  allowed  to  elude  or  pervert 
\.  The  subject  is  indeed  one  of  much  delicacy  and  difficulty  for  legislation  ; 
nind  will  at  least  be  instructed  .and  the  moral  sentiment  arousco  by  its  discussion ; 
ild  no  determinate  measure  of  remedy  for  present  evils  be  at  once  adopted,  the 
*m  being  made  better  understood,  their  removal  will  the  sooner  be  effected.'" 
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Tound  in  many  towns,  a  little  removed  from  the  Prisons,  to  maki 
thin  process ; — secondly,  what  clssscs  of  men  principally  suffer,  v 
seamen,  poor  laborers,  and  poor  mechanics ;  and  in  a  multitude  o. 
so  poor  and  friendless,  that  they  cannot  gel  bail ;  while  there  is* 
an  instance  on  record  of  a  poor  minister,  a  poor  physician,  or 
lawyer  in  Prison  for  debt ; — thirdly,  in  what  proportion  of  cases  tl 
debtor  is  arrested  ahd  committed  to  Prison  on  mesne  process,  1 
judgment,  trial,  or  any  evidence  whatever  that  there  is  a  debt 
fictitious  debt  being  as  good  as  any  to  incarcerate  the  body  o] 
fourthly,  for  what  small  sums  the  personal  liberty  is  often  taken 
and  families  severed  ;— fifthly,  what  length  of  time  debtors  lie  ; 
and  in  cases  where  they  take  the  oath,  and  no  persons  appear  t 
cause  why  they  should  not  take  it,  for  no  sufficient  reason ; — i 
how  fruitless  is  this  process  as  a  means  of  obtaining  payment; 
finally,  how  clearly  it  is  proved,  from  the  records  of  Prisons,  tl 
remark  of  a  shrewd  and  observing  sheriff  is  true,  that,  if  creditor 
iiow  this  thing  works,  there  would  be  much  less  imprisonment  for 

-  /mpriMHUUKt  for  Dtbl  in  Ou  Boston  Jail  for  Three  HbsAf,  tfdiits  Afrit  1 
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ate  Priio*  at  Ckarlatmon.  The  discipline  of  tins  institution  con- 
s  as  described  list  yeax.  The  governor,  in  bis  last  message, 
fa  of  it  in  terms  of  high  L-nmnicridation.  Separation  at  night, 
ce,  order,  industry,  respectful  -and  cheerful  obedience  among  tho 
icts,  harmony,  mildness  ami  authority  among  the  officers,  are  its 
ng  features.     The  moral  and  religious  instruction,  by  the  chaplain, 
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on  the  Sabbath,  jn  the  chapel,  by  public  worship,  by  the  Sa 
school,  and,  during  the  week,  by  morning  and  evening  piayen 
reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  by  private  admonition,  sympathy 
counsel  in  the  afternoon  of  each  day,  is  sustained  with  punctnalitj 
encouragement.  And  in  the  Sabbath  school,  which  was  instruct* 
yeai,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  chaplain,  by  convicts, 
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n  bow  found  willing  one  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  persona,  from 
•dre  Of  fifteen  churches,  or  different  denominations,  in  Charles  town 
md  Boston,  to  engage,  alternately,  by  tens  and  twenties,  as  teachers  ■ 
n  the  Sabbath  school,  in  the  State  Prison.  They  are  not  only  willing 
e  go,  but  tbey  have  often,  expressed  an  unwillingness  to  stay  away,  till 
kir  torn  should  come  to  go  again.    And  the  effect  of  their  going  is, 
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to  make  the  convicts  feel  that  the;  hare  many  friends,  and  to 
Christians  feel,  that  they  have  many  duties  to  discharge,  and  praj 
offer  for  this  class  of  men,  the  high  privileges  of  which  they  ham 
discovered. 

But  is  there  no  danger,  in  making  a  State  Prison  a  school  of  re 
■hat  you  will  make  it  a.  lure  to  vice,  a  place  which  villains  will  ( 
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unit  sin  that  they  may  inhabit  ?  Not  at  all.  There  hare  not 
few  persons  committed  to  the  State  Prison,  at  the  spring  term 
ifferent  courts  in  the  commonwealth,  and  at  the  monthly  sittings 
lunicipal  Court  in  Boston,  for  many  years,  as  within  the  last 
>nths.  The  number  of  persons  committed  to  this  Prison  annu- 
,  is  diminishing  rather  than  increasing.     The  Prison  was  prob- 
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ably  never  before  bo  great  a  terror  to  evil  doers  u  it  is  now.  < 
men  look  upon  it  with  complacency;  bad  men  with  abhorrent* 
they  become  good. 

Leoerett  Street  Jail,  Boston. — The  true  character  of  this  place  i 
ginning  to  be  understood.  The  crowded  night  rooms;  the  J 
debtors  annually,    and   the   1000  criminals  and   vagrants;    the 
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women;  the  old  men  and  black  boys;  the  idiot*,  the 
and  the  drunkards;  all  confined  in  two  buildings  at  night, 
le  Sabbath,  in  which  there  can  be  no  separation,  and  no  effec- 
rvision  or  restraint,  to  prevent  gambling  and  falsehood,  profane 

and  lascivious  conversation,  wrath,  strife,  backbiting  and 
— this  is  a  state  of  things,  in  regard  to  which  we  hare  been 
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admonished  more  than  once  within  the  last  year,  by  gentlemen  whoa 
opinion  in  thw  community  is  never  disregarded,  and  entreated  to  do 
something  about  it,  aod  a-<turedof  most  entire  cooperation,  if  an  eflort 
shall  be  made  to  procure  the  erection  of  a  building  for  9 30,000,  admit- 
ting of  aeparanon,  supei  vision,  and  perfect  control  over  this  corrupt  and 
corrupting  mass  of  our  city's  population.     The  Semi-annual  Report  of 
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ier.  Dr.  Tuckcrmao,  on  this  subject,  has  done  roucn  to  enlighten 
ublicmuid.  The  sheriff  and  ihf  jailer  kuon;  and  feel,  andsaj,  that 
i  can  be  no  proper  discipline  in  the  present  buildings.  The  grand- 
while  it  commends  the  care  taken  of  the  buildings,  such  aa  they 
presents  the  evils  of  (he  nresent  construction  The  overseers  are 
y  to  appear  before  the  city  government,  and  testify  what  they  know. 
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i  as  it  was.  It  reflects  the  highest  honor  upon 
■er  mayor,  to  whose  energy  the  public  are,  in  a  great  measure, 
1  for  its  establishment.  Its  character  has  been  most  minutely 
y  described  by  the  late  chief  justice,  whose  letter,  containing 
cription,  has  been  stereotyped,  and  widely  circulated  by  this 
It  is  almost  entirely  supported,  at  an  expense  of  about  86000 
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400  PRISON    DISCIPLINE    BOCIETV.  31 

annually ,  by  the  city  of  Boston,  the  munificent  city  in  giving  knowledge 
and  early  discipline  to  the  young.  It  hits  been  established  about  four 
years;  and  daring  that  time  has  rescued — some  from  vagrancy,  some 
from  haunts  of  vice,  and  some  from  the  Leverett  Street  Jail  and  House 
of  Correction,  and  all  from  crime,  or  the  avenues  to  crime — 303  youth 
from  six  to  sixteen  years  of  age.    These  have  all  been  housed,  clotted, 
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,  protected,  governed,  prayed  for,  and  religiously  instructed ;  in  a 
ii,  treated  like  children  in  a  well  managed  Christian  family — not  a 
istian  family  where  there  is  no  government.  One  of  the  most  sue* 
rihl  teachers  in  the  city  lately  said,  that  he  had  roceived  some  of  the 
I  lessons  and  principles  in  the  government  of  his  school,  from  the 
we  of  Reformation ;  and  a  teacher  of  one  of  the  public  schools  testi- 
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fie«,  thai  a  nuisance  in  his  school  was  removed  to  the  House  of  Rei* 
tioQ,  and  in  a  few  months  wu  restored  a.  reformed  boy,  and  reiaai 
in  his  school,  a  liring  example  of  moderation,  self-gore rn meat  and  g 
behavior.  We  give  one  instance  more  of  the  benefits  conferred  by 
institution,  because  the  particulars  came  under  our  own  obscrvat 
Not  long  since,  an  officer  of  this  Society  wu  passing  through  the  y 
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of  the  Levoett  street  Prison,  and  saw  a  pleasant  looking  boy,  standing 
it  the  door  of  the  great  shop,  where  thirty  or  forty  men,  of  all  ages, 
Mtkrns,  and  degrees  of  criminality,  black  and  white,  some  of  them 
hampered  with  chains  and  clogs,  forming  a  strong  contrast  to  this  cora- 
parttirely  innocent  looking  boy,  who  would  have  passed  for  a  pleasing 
youth,  except  for  his  Prison  dress,  and  who  most  manifestly  should  not 
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be  where  he  nu,  if  his  appearance  anil  age  were  any  index  of 
character.  The  gentleman  asked  the  keeper  what  that  boy  m  tl 
for.  The  keeper  said  at  once.  It  is  a  hard  case.  He  was  taken 
company  with  an  older  boy,  who  is  very  bad,  who  has  been  in  this  Pii 
two  or  three  times  before,  and  who,  he  had  no  doubt,  led  thu  I 
astray,  for  this  was  not  a  bad  boy.   His  behavior  ever  since  be  has  hi 
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bere  shows  that  he  is  not  The  gentleman  then  took  the  boy  aside,  away 
from  the  gaze  of  the  convicts  in  the  shop,  and  asked  him  what  he  was  there 
for,  and  where  he  came  from?  His  statement  was  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows : — He  came  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ;  his  father  had  been  dead  many 
fears ;  his  mother  died  about  a  year  ago ;  he  had  had  little  education,  and 
could  not  read ;  he  had  attended  a  Sabbath  school,  a  few  weeks,  in  Ports- 
mouth, and  there  learned  to  read  a  little ;  but  had  forgotten  it  most  all. 
Having  no  parents  or  friends,  he  came  to  Boston,  fell  into  company  with 
mother  boy,  (the  boy  above  alluded  to  by  the  keeper,)  and  they  took  a 
boat  from  the  wharf  to  go  down  in  the  harbor.  They  were  taken  up  for 
stealing,  and  sent  to  Prison,  and  he  had  been  in  Prison  four  months.  By 
ihis  time  his  face  was  wet  with  tears.  He  said  he  wished  he  could  get 
wit,  and  go  to  some  other  place,  for  he  did  not  like  to  be  there.  He  was 
isked,  whom  he  was  in  a  room  with  at  night  He  said  he  was  with  one 
ild  man  and  one  foolish  man.  They  had  not  tried  to  do  him  any  harm, 
rat  he  wished  he  could  get  out ;  the  tears  at  the  same  time  running  down 
lis  cheeks  again.  His  case  excited  compassion.  The  overseers  were 
nquired  of  concerning  the  boy.  They  said  they  had  been  thinking,  that 
hey  ought  to  do  something  for  him.  One  of  the  aldermen  was  then 
equested  to  go  and  see  him.  He  did  so,  and  on  seeing  the  boy,  and 
tearing  the  above  simple  narrative,  (in  the  giving  of  which  the  boy  wept 
ery  much,  as  he  had  done  before,)  and  hearing  also  the  testimony  of  the 
Leeper,  offered,  as  a  member  of  the  city  government,  to  do  any  thing 
n  his  power  to  get  this  boy  into  the  House  of  Reformation.  The  ovcr- 
eers  concurred  in  opinion,  that  he  ought  to  be  sent  there,  provided  the 
operintendent,  on  examination  of  the  boy,  should  not  conclude  that  he 
tad  been  so  long  in  the  Lcvcrett  street  Prison,  as  to  preclude  all  hope 
f  reformation.  The  superintendent,  on  examination  of  the  boy,  pro- 
nounced him  a  fit  subject  for  the  House ;  and  on  a  representation  to  the 
udge  who  committed  him,  he  was  discharged,  and  sent,  at  the  request 
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Whole  number,  150 : — for  $10  and  under,  61  ;  for  $23  and  under,  121  ;  for  $50  and  undor,  132 ;  for 
nor*  than  50, 18 :— on  writ.  105;  on  execution,  45. 

Discharged  by  bail,  8}  by  oath,  13;  for  want  of  support,  10  ;  by  escape,  3;  by  individuals,  4  ; 
v  creditor  or  bis  attorney,  94;  by  payment,  13: — wholo  amount  of  debts,  $3,964 :— amount  paid, 
042  84 :— time  lost,  8,96*  days. 

Frwa  New  Bedford,  107:  from  Dartmouth,  13;  from  Westport,  7  j  from  Freetown.  6;  from 
'roy,  6 ;  from  Fair  haven,  5 ;  from  Rochester  and  Lynn,  2  oocu ;  from  Tiverton,  Now  York,  Boston, 
2d  a.  foreign  land,  1  each. 
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of  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  to  the  House  of  Reformation,  where,  is  a 
few  months,  he  was  prepared  for,  and  sent  out  to,  an  honorable  and  aw- 
ful apprenticeship.  We  have  been  more  particular  in  this  statement, 
that  it  may  be  seen  how  great  are  the  benefits  conferred  in  a  par- 
ticular case,  and  how  vast  the  public  good  of  extending  these  benefit* 
to  hundreds,  and  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  more,  to  a  thousand,  des- 
titute and  unfortunate  children  and  youth  in  a  single  city. 

The  whole  number  received  into  this  Holy  Refuge,  as  it  is  called  in 
the  letter  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Parker,  since  September  31, 1836, 
when  the  first  boy  was  received,  is  three  hundred  and  three ;  the  num- 
ber discharged  and  apprenticed,  two  hundred  and  four ;  the  number 
who  are  doing  well,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five ;  the  number  who  hare 
died  in  four  years  and  nine  months,  two.  And  in  fifteen  months  last 
past,  there  has  been  only  one  case  of  sickness ;  while  the  average  num- 
ber of  inmates  has  been  about  one  hundred.  Again,  then,  we  saj, 
in  the  language  of  Judge  Parker,  "  Persevere,  fathers  of  the  city,  in 
maintaining  this  holy  refuge  from  crime,  and  other  destruction;  a*d 
you,  the  teacher,  guardian,  father  of  this  once  wretched,  now  sappy 
family  of  children,  rest  not  from  your  labors  in  this  glorious  vineyard, 
for  verily  you  shall  have  your  reward." 

Asylum  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics. — This  noble  institution, 
original  in  its  design,  and  the  first  of  the  kind  in  this  country,  already, 
as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  beginning  to  be  admired  and  imitated  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  is  located  in  Worcester,  on  a  beautiful  eminence, 
about  one  hundred  rods  cast  of  the  village,  and.  when  finished,  will  con* 
tain  accommodations  for  about  120  inmates.  The  foundations  of  the 
building  au  already  laid,  and  it  is  expected  that  great  progress  will  be 
made  in  its  erection  during  the  present  season.  When  completed,  our 
favored  state  will  have  occasion  for  congratulation  on  a  more  adequate 
provision,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  for  that  most  unhappy  class  of 
the  human  family,  which  is  deprived  of  reason,  than  any  other  state  iu 
the  Union. 

a 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

We  are  not  apprized  of  any  improvement,  in  this  state,  in  regard  to 
imprisonment  for  debt,  criminal  law,  or  County  Prisons,  during  the 
last  year. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — The  governor  introduced  the  subject  in  btf 
message  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  and  urged 
the  importance  of  a  system,  which  shall  distinguish  between  the 
honest  and  fraudulent  debtor.  We  give,  in  the  notes  below,  the  only 
act*  which  was  passed  by  the  legislature,  and  the  evidence  to  show, 

*  An  Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  concerning  Jails  and  Jailers,  passed  by  the  Legislator* 
of  Connecticut,  May,  1831. 

1 .  "Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Ilovsr  of  Rqaresentatives,  in  General  Assembly  cm- 
vened,  That  whenever  any  jwrson  committed  to  Jail  on  civil  process,  shall  take  the  pm* 
debtor's  oath  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  tho  Act  to  which 
this  is  an  additiou"  (this  Act  allows  tno  oath  to  be  taken  iu  four  days),  *'  he  shall  be  du- 
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to  be  done  i 


om  lite  records  of  the  Prisons,*  that  roach  i 
lonnecticnt,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt. 
State  Prison  at  Wtthersfitld. — This  institution,  which  commenced 
nder  the  most  favorable  auspices,  about  three  years  and  a  half  since, 
i  in  a  state  of  progressive  improvement.  Nothing  can  show  this  more 
barly,than  a  comparison  of  the  earnings  and  expenditures,  during  the 


«  debtor,  upon  the  administration  of  the  oath,  notice,  id  writing,  that  ho  mleodl,  within 
Inaa  days  thereafter,  to  make  application  (or  a  review  of  said  cause,  under  u>e  19th  Sec- 
™  of  said  Act,  «■  rented  in  IBM. 

2.  That  Milt  application  fore  review  of  Mid  cause  ibnl!  be  made  withiasaid  fifteen  days, 
■J  ihall  be  returnable  within  fifteen  days  after  (he  name  is  made,  and  if  laid  application 
not  made  within  uid  first  period  of  fifteen  days,  or  having  been  made,  ihall  be  discoo- 
__.  j  -l_  ■■„  debtor  shall  be  discharged  from  Jail,  at  the  expiration  of  laid  time,  or  upon 


'  by  law  provided,  till  discharged  from  i 


4.  That  if  said  e 


at  Ibe  debtor  is  entitled  to  the 


shall  reject  laid  application  of  (he  i 
ilh,  he  shall  be  forthwith  released  G 


mby 


S.  Thai  -hen  ib 

■%£.  " 


oath  is  administered  to  any  debtor  by  two  judge*  of  the  county  conn, 
le  judge,  and  a  justice  or  the  peace,  by  virtue  of  the  lota  Section  of  said  Act,  he 
. ,  upon  taking  said  oath,  released  from  imprisonment . 
6.  Thai  so  much  of  the  Act  aforesaid,  as  is  inconsistent  with  this  Act,  be,  and  the  tame  is 
sebj  repealed,  and  that  the  provisions  of  this  Acl  ihall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any 
ue  of  imprisonment  on  process  issued  upon  any  debt,  contract,  or  other  cause  of  action 
■  judgment  bow  existing,  or  to  vary  in  any  respect  lbs  rights  and  privileges  of  the  debtor 
jder  (he  acl  aforesaid,  before  his  release  from  imprisonment  pursuant  to  this  Act." 


■  Cant  0/  /twfiruiiRment/or  Debt  to  Hartford,  Cam.,  in  1830. 
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Xoutbiniu.d, 

A.  H. 

I.  H. 

•  47 

)T,"i;"' 

i.  r. 

lt>v 

H.  9. 

HurUiird, 

Writ. 

a 

F.tC. 

H.U. 

IIIuWmWt, 

ElOD. 

771 

an 

1  19 

( 

I    ":,r',,.::n 

L.P.L.I 

H.fcJ.l' 

U.S. 

Btnlin. 

13  OS 

190 

9 

Oilta. 

i.  h.  a 

J.  1..  I.. 

B.O. 

lUitfor.l, 

h.  Cr. 

T.B. 
J  B.Jr 

Uulfoiil, 

il 

9K 

3S 

1 

J 

'•id' win,  u 
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udwce,  and'  incidents]  expenses  of  (he  Prison,  bat  the  pay  of  offi- 
i.  The  expense  of  the  old  Prison,  during  the  same  period  of  Si 
n,  exceeded  tli  iii.'onic.  ?2-l.:i;iS7N ;  making  a  difference  to  the 
t,  between  the  old  and  the  new  Prison,  in  fy  years,  of  941,478  31, 
be  keeping  of  an  average  of  aiwut  150  convict  a. 
eaidesthis  progressive  improvement  in  industry  and  economy,  there 


a. 

MM 

»— . 

U, 

M 

.... 

,':?j 

»«..»** 

!,.,„. 

1  SI 

i 

Cnriitor. 

M 

Hurt  bid, 

O.K. 

1  7* 

Dull. 

J.  (I.  n. 

i[.|-|L|.|H]f*, 

V  ;: 

HullOHl, 

a. 

B.  D. 

ban. 

l» 

■  H 

1  M 

14 

■ 

iOMhinip.injtilii* 

1    4-r,-,l,L.,J,,j[t^.j,.11. 

!.  T.  M. 

il"iv,,d,„. 

i 

CMUlof. 

ii.  r. 

(■.T,f,„J, 

t.  a. 

t 

• 

ii.ibid, 

LfcE.U. 

;.:.„i,s 

~.r. 

p.  a 

I.E. 

r'"r!i-!Ir'.7,t0"' 

Wiil. 

KOI 

aH 

11 

«*U 

11 

T.T. 

l  n 

1 

Cradiinr. 

IA.mi'. 

40  7< 

«.  P. 

IV.  11 

i  l,»^l.-ul..iry. 

ID 

i; 

hM  dclH  and  eon. 

171 

IS 

.In 

r.  f. 

H..rlfold, 

B» 

lit 

n 

■ 

91 

i  0*)b:  nup.  in  tail  l.T 

1    t.^liloriilllfcLai. 

auk 

:.  H. 

4  71 

Ort.    a 

>.  D.  '. 
H.  M. 

lUilford, 

Writ. 

ISO  DO 

a> 

I.  D. 

Cirnnby, 

us 

30 

T« 

Ool.  1 

11 

w. 

:.  ML. 

:.,-!    (l:,rtl"Jf.l. 

Wrii. 

19* 

im 

* 

J; 

D. 

«.%.* 

Bum. 

11  17 

9W 

BE 

i 

91 

B. 

M 

J.  MaL. 

'ait  ll.i.ir.ir.l, 

81 

Cndllw. 

No..     3 

tnggr, 

4  1* 

Jndilat. 

-E. 

1.  B.  C. 

KfT.j 

ua! 

■la'."'  VVradwr, 

311 

'Z'Z, 

1  :■■ 

4 1: 

"■ 

!  !v 

la 

ii! 

iE. 

r.C. ' 

lair  ii  ,.■,:'...,, 

Bfji. 

is 

aw 

>• 

1 

| 

Cndiur. 

c 

*9.  C. 

(n.lf,.r,t, 

■■..■i  ;.,.„;,  i,i, 

B£ 

IS  IN 

IB 

t  as 

Dm.  ! 

Dm-     j 

0.1b 
flndiloc. 

\.  M.Jt 

-lattcnbnrr, 

E.«. 

9  18 

8  36 

1 

Mi 

.1-,, 

I.*'. 

Inrtfiwl, 

Wrii. 

1*1  f 
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i  ta 

11 

, 
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£n£$ 

" 
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£ 

' 
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in  n> 

A.I.V 

" 

«9- 
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has  been  an  addition  to  the  Prison  buildings,  daring  the  last  year,  by 
which  the  same  system  of  Prison  discipline,  which  was  before  adopted 
in  the  male  department,  might  be  extended  to  the  female  department 
The  women,  who  were  before  crowded  together  in  one  apartment,  and 
left  to  themselves,  are  now  separated  at  night,  and  employed  by  day 
under  the  constant  care  and  supervision  of  a  matron.     The  chaplain 


Creditor*. 


F.  ri. 
8.  P. 

J.  ti.  Jr. 


Debten. 


B.C. 

A.B.W. 

O.P. 


Consulted. 


Joly   9 

90 

Oct.  19 


July  7,1830. 

94,1830. 

May  4, 1831. 


Oath }  still  in  Mil,  supported  by  creditor. 
Oath }  tup.  in  jail  by  creditor  till  Jane  98, 1831. 
Oath  j  still  iu  jail,  supported  by  credit*. 


Whole  number,  149:— for  less  than  $1, 5 ;  for  lete  than  $5, 99 ;  for  less  than  $10, 67 ;  »jr  Isa  tats 
$20, 99;  far  has  than $50, 103;  for  $50  and  upwards, 99 :— oo  execution, 98 ;  on  writ  or  asn 
process,  44. 


N.  V.,  1  each. 

Whole  amount  of  debts  in  sixty-eight  cases,  ia  which  the  poor  debtor's  oath  was  taken,  $1,956  8* , 
costs  taxed,  $904  99 ;  officers'  fees  for  committing,  $908  90  *,  expense  attending  the  taking  of  lbs  eats, 
$979 ;  time  Tost  in  cases  where  oath  was  taken,  709  days :— amount  paid  on  the  debts  ia  then 
cases,  00. 

Whole  amount  of  debts  in  all  the  casta,  $9,794  09 ;  costs  taxed,  $331 54 ;  officers*  fees  fcr  essv 
mitting,  $340  38 ;  costs  in  taking  the  oath,  $364  00  {amount  of  debts  paid,  $13  69;  tisne  lost,  BMdsy*. 

Discharged  by  Supreme  Court,  1  ;  by  giving  note  for  debt  and  costs,  9  ;  by  settlement,  1 ;  is  s 
maimer  unknown,  10 ;  by  the  creditor,  37  ;  by  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  91  j  by  payment,  3. 


Cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  during  the  year  1830,  fcr  8**s 
less  than  $o  each;  stating  the  Initials  of  the  Names  of  the  Parties,  the  Rtndem,*' 
Amount  of  Debt  and  Costs,  the  Term  of  Confinement,  and  the  Manner  of  Discharge. 


Debtor. 

Creditor. 

Bwidesca. 

Debt 

Ccata. 

Term  of 
CoBnnewmot. 

• 

MinawafBsiBVlh 

r.  C. 

T.  H. 

Hartford, 

9  31 

4  70 

935  days. 
1    «' 

Oath. 

8.  B. 

I.E. 

<( 

73 

1  60 

Settled. 

B.  L. 

tf.  L. 

East  Windsor, 

9  00 

965 

4    " 

Oath. 

Ii.  R. 

I.  M  D. 

Granby, 

4  47 

6  59 

35    " 

u 

I.  M. 

B.  H. 

Hartland, 

1  58 

14  57 

4    " 

Creditor. 

B.R. 

N.  F. 

Granby, 

29 

4  GO 

6    " 

Oath. 

E.  II. 

W.J.A. 

Windsor, 

300 

1  37 

1    " 

Creditor. 

if.h. 

I.  M. 

East  Windsor, 

1  03 

486 

8    " 

Oath. 

O.  II. 

I.  M. 

<(         t( 

903 

4  87 

7    « 

tc 

R.  P. 

F.  ft;  M. 

Hartford, 

998 

3  18 

7    " 

« 

1. 11. 

G.C. 

Soutbington, 

4  19 

6  59 

5    " 

H 

I.  II. 

A.  H. 

Nuffield, 

3  47 

756 

15    " 

H 

T.  F. 

I'.C!. 

Windsor, 

38 

3  63 

35    " 

« 

II.  (?. 

J.  L.  L. 

Hartford, 

4  09 

380 

4    « 

C< 

T.  B. 

Berlin, 

400 

3  56 

3    " 

Paid. 

S.  T.  M. 

I,.  C. 

Granby, 
East  Windsor, 

3  01 

935 

6    " 

Oath. 

Vv\  A. 

U.K. 

4  13 

7  13 

5    " 

Creditor. 

I>.  11. 

W.  S.  P. 

Hartford, 

50 

5  90 

8    « 

Oath. 

T.T. 

C.8. 

u 

68 

965 

0    " 

Creditor. 

A.  K. 

A.  13.  C. 

<« 

900 

4    " 

Oath. 

M.H. 

U.S. 

Simsbury, 

75 

865 

18    « 

ti 

F.  n.  c. 

W  fc  E. 

Berlin, 

East  Windsor, 

1  46 

733 

5    " 

tt 

• 

Ii.  P. 

O.  II. 

3  16 

5  63 

4    " 

«c 

V.  W. 

X.  &  E. 

Hartford, 

4  13 

309 

4    " 

« 

11.  G. 

T.H.M. 

ti 

3  85 

995 

* 

L.  w. 

L.  11.  C. 

Wothersfield, 

3  70 

3  93 

6    « 

« 

II.  II. 

K.  II. « 

Glastonbury, 

9  58 

8  46 

9    " 

Paid. 

N.  L.  S. 

E.  r>. 

Hartford, 

994 

9  39 

4    " 

Oath. 

I.  D. 

A.  M. 

««                 1 

950 

988    J 

5    « 

it 

Whole  number  for  less  than  $5  each,  99 ;  amount  of  debts,  $71  40;  amount  of  coats  charged,  so* 

officers'  fees,  $142  86 ;  amount  of  costs  in  taking  the  oath,  $80 ;  time  tost,  449  day* ;  as *  -:J 

$6  58 :— -discharged  by  the  oath,  90  ;  by  the  creditor,  4;  by  payment,  9 ;  by  settlement,  1. 
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in  a  letter  dated  May  7,  1831,  "  I  suppose  the  female  department 
is  the  best  arranged  of  any  in  the  world.     Formerly,  when  they 

all  in  one  room,  the  noise  which  they  made  might  be  heard  at  a 
nee ;  and  hair,  torn  from  each  other's  heads,  might  be  seen  strewed 
t  the  floor.  Now,  they  arc  lodged  in  separate  cells,  more  than  sup- 
themselves  by  their  labor,  and  are  much  changed  for  the  better  as 

ises  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1830,  for  less  than  $1  each. 


Creditor. 


N.  F. 
S.G. 
W.  8.  P. 
B.S. 
H.S. 


Bfri/UfVT. 


Granby, 

Windsor, 

Hartford, 
it 

Sinubnry, 


Debt. 

Coata. 

Termor 

Mannar  of  Discharge. 

00  52 

4  CO 

6  days. 

Oath. 

38 

363 

35    M 

tt 

50 

5  20 

8    « 

tc 

68 

S65 

0    " 

Creditor. 

75 

865 

18    " 

Oath. 

ant  of  debts,  $2  63  ;  cost*  charged,  and  officers'  feat,  $84  73 j  coats  in  taking  the  oath,  $16  00 ; 
st,  67  day  ■  j  paid,  00. 


Cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1830. 


ar. 

Debtor. 

Proem. 

Debt 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Manner  of  Dfecbarp. 

« 

D.  W. 

Exon. 

590 

Jan.      7 

Jan. 

11 

Oath. 

11.  F. 

IC 

97  50 

14 

90 

tt 

L.  D. 

ti 

437 

14 

15 

Creditor. 

W.  S. 

Writ. 

2  00 

90 

23 

tt 

S.Z. 

ti 

30  00 

25 

28 

tt 

J. 

J.  D. 

Exon. 

500 

96 

28 

Selectmen. 

M. 

B.  E.  P. 

Writ. 

50  00 

97 

Feb.. 

13 

Creditor. 

7. 

T.  &.  M. 

Exon. 

252  12 

27 

Jon. 

29 

tt 

V. 

T.  &  M. 

i< 

318  00 

29 

29 

tt 

a. 

A.  8. 

tt 

4  21 

Feb.    15 

Feb. 

20 

tc 

I.T. 

A.  8. 

«t 

3  25 

16 

90 

tc 

8.  P. 

tt 

523 

16 

90 

Oath. 

W.  C. 

Writ. 

14  00 

22 

23 

H.  B. 

R.  McC. 

tt 

3  00 

24 

25 

Creditor. 

R.D. 

Exon. 

4  07 

27 

Mar. 

3 

Oath. 

• 

B.  P. 

Writ. 

5  00 

Mar.    10 

15 

Creditor. 

G.  P. 

tt 

20  00 

10 

14 

CC 

I. 

J.  Li.  L*. 

Exon. 

70  82 

18 

May 

26 

Oath. 

i 

P.  F. 

tt 

50  00 

19 

Mar. 

23 

State's  attorney. 

W.  8.  II. 

tt 

205  50 

24 

April 

2 

Oath. 

N.  II. 

tt 

228 

25 

Mar. 

29 

tt 

D.  M. 

Writ. 

7  00 

April    2 

April 

3  Creditor. 

H.R. 

tt 

20  00 

8 

9 

tt 

T.  B. 

tt 

7  00 

17 

21 

CC 

VV.  B. 

Exon. 

7  30 

20 

24 

Oath. 

K 

J.  H. 

tt 

42  32 

23 

27 

Creditor. 

B. 

T.  H. 

Writ. 

150  00 

29 

29 

tt 

cCo. 

R.  P. 

Exon. 

51  40 

May     7 

CC 

I.  M. 

Writ. 

500 

10 

May 

13 

Oath. 

C. 

G.  B. 

Exon. 

'7  03 

13 

17 

tt 

8. 

R.  B. 

tt 

106  25 

14 

18 

tt 

G.  B. 

u 

3  00 

14 

18 

tt 

\v. 

C.  D.  M. 

it 

32  00 

20 

95 

u 

«/•  A« 

J.G. 

it 

15  00 

90 

91 

Creditor. 

M.  P. 

tt 

3  62 

24 

94 

Ci 

nk. 

N.D. 

tt 

33,833  10 

31 

In  jail. 

H. 

J.  8. 

tt 

32  36 

June      1 

June 

5 

Oath. 

j.Co. 

G.  A.  8. 

tt 

22  30 

10 

17 

tc 

9 

D.H. 

Writ. 

5  00 

24 

30 

ti 

E.  8. 

Exon. 

13  01 

July      6 

July 

10 

ti 

c. 

N.J. 

i     " 

33  33 

9 

Creditor. 

8.  C. 

tt 

58  38 

10 

tc 

R.  B. 

tt 

17  40 

19 

Aug. 

98 

Oath. 

cSon. 

A.  D. 

Writ. 

25  00 

2-2 

July 

27 

ti 

H-.B. 

Exon. 

96  58 

26 

30 

ti 

C. 

P.R. 

tt 

2  13 

27 

Aug. 

1 

tt 

T.G. 

tt 

2  42 

29 

2 

tt 

cSon. 

A.D. 

tt 

19  33 

3U 

4 

(C 
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to  their  outward  appearance."  We  shall  conclude  this  notice  of  tt* 
Connecticut  Prison  by  the  insertion  of  a  letter  from  the  chaplain,  dated 
Wethersfield,  May  31,  1831  :— 

44  My  very  dear  friend, 

"  There  is  do  want  of  variety  of  character  among  convicts.    This  variety  is 
probably  as  great  among  the  inmates  of  Prisons,  as  among  an  equal  number  of  in- 


Creditor. 


W.  B. 

S.  W.  C. 

J.C. 
J.  M. 
11.6. 

A.G.&Son. 
K.  tc  F. 
W,H. 
U.S. 
J.  H.  D. 
A.  S. 
C.  D.  M. 
fc*.R. 
J.  8. 
Ij.  M. 
R.  D. 
S.C. 
A.  8. 
VV.M. 
J.T. 
G.AjT. 
A.  L.  K. 

A.  P. 
H.C. 

J.  A.  D.     , 
J.  Sc  F.  II. 
O.  M.  S. 
A.C. 
C.tfcB. 
C.  St  T. 
A.G.fcSoo. 

B.  W. 
A.CstSoa 
J.  O.  P. 

J.  H.  3d. 
J.  O.  p. 
J.  E.  F. 
II.  W. 
E.  B. 
M.R.&Co. 
W.  L. 
P.  K. 
Z.4S.W. 
M.W. 
A.  II. 
H.T. 
J.  A.  D. 
J.  G.  M. 
M.  W. 
W.  Y. 


Debtor. 


G.  C. 

J.L. 

C.  M. 

L.P. 

JCi.A.  McL*. 

A.H. 

J.  B. 

C.R. 

S.J. 

C.R. 

J.G. 

J.B. 

J.S. 

G.  W.  R. 

G.I. 

A.C. 

J.  S.  H. 

J.C. 

A.T.C. 

L.B. 

D.W. 

Af..  H.  I. 

H.W. 

E.S. 
W.S. 
S.J. 
J.  F.  W. 
J.  M.  S. 

s.z. 

E.  P.  P. 

J.  l.  n. 

T.  C.  P. 

F.  A.  E. 
E.  D. 
P.R.&J.W 

G.  B. 
J.G. 

J.  G.  T. 
J.  G.  T. 
W.  II. 
L.B. 
A.  B. 

E.T.fc  Co. 
C.  McM. 
R.T. 
J.S. 
T.  H. 
R.  P. 
W.S. 
G.B. 


PncMB. 


Exon. 
<c 

M 
ft 

Writ. 
Exon. 

tf 
fi 
if 
tf 

Writ. 

it 

Exon. 

If 

t* 

Writ. 

Exon. 
<( 

it 

i« 

<i 

ii 

u 

Writ. 
ii 

it 

Exon. 
ii 

Writ. 

Exon. 
tf 

If 

It 

If 

tf 

If 

Writ. 
Bond. 

Exon. 

it 

Writ. 

Exon. 
it 

it 

Writ. 

Exon. 
it 

u 

tt 

it 


Debt. 


700 

151 

10  59 

90  00 

700 

654 

34  51 

3  00 
950 
1  17 

10  00 
438 

4  31 
4  10 
335 
600 
700 

15  00 
£63 
967 

96  90 

10  30 

6  81 
1  501 
9  74 

7  00 
95  90 

699 
937 

11  69 
30  59 

10  59 
545 
606 
430 
9  46 

14  00 
90  00 

11  00 

6  48 
95  00 
87  78 

9,549  89 

193  16 

500 

96 

7  06 
17  96 

97  50 
29  30 


Conmitted. 


Oct. 


Aug.     5 

5 

5 

19 

16 

19 

97 

30 

Sept.     1 

3 

7 

8 

10 

14 

90 

93 

95 

97 

98 

JS 

9 

4 

5 

1 

7 

8 

12 

14 

16 

16 

16 

19 

21 

26 

Nov.     1 

6 

9 

10 

15 

15 

17 

18 

97 

93 

30 

9 

18 

20 

97 

28 


Dec. 


Ducoargei. 


Aug. 


Oct. 


9 

5 

5 

16 

90 

93 

Sept.     6 

7 

6 

7 

13 

9 

14 

90 

95 

94 

9 

1 

9 

4 

8 

9 

19 

4 

7 

16 

16 

19 

18 

91 

21 

95 

96 

30 

3 

19 

9 

16 

19 

94 

18 

21 


Nor. 


Dec. 


30 
19 
31 
95 
30 
Ja.  2, '31. 


Oath. 

Creditor, 
u 

Oath. 
t< 

«« 

tt 

ft 

u 

tt 

Officer. 

Creditor. 

Oath. 

ff 

«< 

Creditor. 
Oath. 

M 

Creditor. 

Oath, 
tc 

u 

Creditor, 
tt 

it 

Oath, 
tc 

Creditors. 

Oath, 
n 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Creditor. 

Oath. 

Creditor. 

Oath. 

*t 

it 

Creditor. 

tt 

Limits, 
tt 

Creditor, 
tt 

Oath, 
tt 

Creditor. 
Oath. 


Wholo  number  of  cases,  97 :— on  execution,  79 ;  on  writ,  94 ;  on  bond,  1 : — for  less  than  $1,  1  \  kr 
$5  and  under.  30 ;  for  820  and  voder,  CS  ;  for  SS0  and  under, 84 ;  for  more  than  $50, 13 :— discharged  by 
an  individual,  1  j  by  a  selectman,  1 ;  by  U.  S.  attorney,  I ;  by  an  officer,  i  :  by  the  creditor,  37 ;  by 
the  oath,  54  j  by  payment,  0  :-~ajnount  of  debts  in  all  except  two  cases,  $9,644  98 j  amount  paid,  00 ; 
time  lost,  306  days. 


Case*  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  New  London,  Conn.,  in  1890. 


Creditor. 

Debtor. 

i 

Debt. 

CosuBitted. 

"** 

^                                      *^" 

<\  w.  w. 

E.  D.  P. 

W.M. 
D.  L.  C. 

Lyme, 
Proridenee,  R.  I. 

Exon. 
tt 

7  67 
60  00 

Jan.      98 
April    99 

Feb.        9 
April    92 

Paid. 
OotnpTocBsssjd. 

NXTB  RKPORT — 1831. 


49* 


lis,  who  ire  any  when  else  collected.  I  have  met  with  some  in  this  Prison, 
tanifest  eo  HtUe  mental  capacity,  as  to  make  H  doubtful  whether  they  ought 
teld  accountable  for  their  actions.  A  director  of  the  Prison  pointed  out  one 
convicts  to  me,  the  other  day,  whom  he  supposed  not  to  possess  common 
A  base  fellow,  in  Prison,  who  cannot  read,  told  me,  not  long  since,  that  he 
:  see  any  thing  wrong,  in  one,  who  had  nothing,  to  steal  from  another  who  had 
ban  he  needed.  He  professed  to  think,  that  it  was  as  well  as  any  way,  to  live 
tad,  i.  e.  by  strolling  about  from  place  to  place,  to  swear,  break  the  8abbatb, 
link,  steal,  fcc.     His  soul,  he  supposed,  would  wither  with  his  body  in  the 
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number,  58: — from  New  London,  93 ;  Groton,  7  ;  Lyme,  6 ;.  Stonington,  5  ;  Montville,  4 ; 
d,  and  Norwich,  3  each ;   Sayhrook,  Salem,  Lebanon,  and  Colchester,  1  each :— on  exeen- 

on  writ,  31 :— discharged  by  compromise,  24 ;  by  oath.  17  ;by  creditor,  7;  by  payment,  3: — 
f  debts,  $1,996  96 ;  amount  of  debt*  paid,  992  14 ;  time  lost,  931  days, 
s  another  Prison  in  this  comity,  at  Norwich.     The  jailer  of  the  Prison  in  New  London  thinks 

table  does  net  contain  more  than  oat  half  of  the  whole  Dumber  of  eases  in.tbe  county. 
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"  I  have  been  conversing  with  a  convict  to  day,  who  saw  so  little  in  the  happincsi 
of  heaven  to  suit  his  taste,  as  to  lead  him  to  say,  that  he  had  no  wish  to  gp  were; 
neither  did  he  wish  to  go  to  hell ;  hence  he  tried  to  flatter  himself  that  he  could 
nod  some  third  and  middle  place.  1  desired  him  to  describe  the  place,  and  em- 
ployment, in  which  he  would  like  to  spend  his  eternity.  He  did  so.  But  it  would 
give  you  too  much  pain  and  surprise  were  I  to  give  you  his  description. 

"  Who  invented  profane  swearing,  or  for  what  possible  purpose  it  was  £rst  intro- 
duced among  men,  or  has  been  continued  in  practice,  1  can  scarcely  conceive. 
Even  the  common  style  of  swearing  is  enough  to  startle  and  distress  a  mind  of  any 
considerable  purity  and  sensibility  :  but  I  have  lately  been  made  acquainted  with 
examples  of  profancness  in  speech,  practised  by  those  with  whom  convicts  associate 
when  out  of  Prison,  altogether  unlike  any  thing  that  I  had  ever  before  heard,  read, 
or  thought  of,  and  which  it  seems  hardly  possible  could  flow  from  any  higher  source 
than  the  bottomless  pit  I  will  not  shock  your  feelings  by  giving  so  much  a  a 
single  specimen  of  its  awful  character. 

"  I  frequently  meet  with  convicts  who  have  been  sailors.  Some  of  them  have  been 
almost  all  over  the  world,  and  are  able  to  bring  to  light  a  world  of  wickedness.  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  that  they  mingle  in  the  darkest  scenes  of  iniquity,  with 
about  as  much  case  and  frequency,  in  those  cities  which  arc  called  Christian,  as  they 
do  in  those  which  arc  pagan.  A  man  who  has  followed  the  sea  for  thirteen  years 
told  me,  that  he  never  met  with  more  wickedness  in  any  place  than  in  LiverpooL 

"  Convicts  often  hold  to  gross  errors.  This  you  have  seen  from  what  has  already 
been  said.  A  convict,  who  has  been  twice  under  sentence  of  death,  says  he  has 
no  belief  in  the  Bible— once  threw  a  Bible  overboard,  which  he  took  with  him  to 
sea.  He  affirms,  that  as  neither  he  nor  any  one  whom  he  has  seen,  has  ever  been 
either  to  heaven  or  hell,  he  docs  not,  and  cannot  know  any  thing  about  these 
places ;  and  yet  he  is  so  credulous  as  to  believe,  that  he  has  seen  water  turned 
into  wine  in  New  York,  and  a  dead  man  raised  to  life  at  the  Newgate  Prison. 

44  Some  believe  that  there  is  no  hereafter,  and  more  believe  that  there  is  no  future 
punishment  A  convict  lately  assured  me  that  he  had  never  broken  more  than  one 
of  his  Maker's  commands ;  and  another,  that  he  had  always  supposed,  before  he 
came  to  Prison,  that  sin  consisted  merely  in  the  outward  act.  Some  say  that  a  nan's 
conscience  is  the  only  hell ;  others,  that  the  breath  is  the  soul.  Some  have  curious 
inquiries  to  make.  I  have  known  many  a  man  show  more  solicitude  to  know  wbo 
Melchiscdek  was,  or  where  Cain  got  his  wife,  than  to  know  what  he  should  do  that 
his  soul  might  be  saved. 

"  The  reasons  which  convicts  give  for  not  doing  their  duty  to  God,  indicate  alrcotf 
every  varietv  in  the  state  of  their  moral  feeling.  To  the  inquiry,  •  Why  do  wicked 
men  oppose  God,  and  go  on  in  sin,  when  they  may  know  it  is  wrong,  and  see  the 
consequences  ?'  different  individuals  gave  the  following  answers : — 

••  1.  '  Their  hearts  love  to.'  2. « They  do  not  consider.*  3.  •  Their  hearts  are  hard- 
ened, that  they  should  not  understand.'  4.  '  They  do  not  raise  their  thoughts  high 
enough.'  5.  '  They  cannot  change  their  own  hearts ;  what  can  they  do  V  &  'Be- 
cause it  is  previously  determined  how  every  one  s-hall  act'  7.  *  Many  do  the  sane.1 
8.  '  Either  they  think  there  is  no  future  punishment,  or  else  they  think  it  is  a  great 
way  off.' 

"  To  the  inquiry,  *  Why  will  you  not  now  give  your  attention  to  the  subject  of 
religion  ?'    I  was  answered  : — 

44 1.  'If  I  should,  I   fear  it   would   interfere  with  some  of  my  future  plans.' 

2.  4 1  mean  to  do  it  at  some  future  time.'    3.  '  I  fear  that  I  should  not  hold  out  to 
the  end.' 

**  *  Why  do  you  not  love  God  more  than  any  other  object  ?' 

"Answers.     1.  « It  is  not  natural.'    2.  *  It  is  the  hardest  thing  in  the  wcnM-' 

3.  *  Because  I  love  sin  too  well.' 

"  '  Why  will  you  not  repent  of  your  tins  ?* 

*-.fn#frers.  1.  « I  will  try.*  2.  *  I  hope  I  may.*  3.  »I  should  be  willing  to 
repent,  if  I  could.'  4.  *  I  do  not  know  whether  I  could,  if  I  had  a  mind  to.' 
:>.  *  My  heart  is  too  hard.'  6.  '  I  should  be  ridiculed  if  I  did.'  7.  •  I  do  not  know 
how.' 

"  I  sometimes  hear  rather  curious  remarks.  A  man  in  Prison  told  me  that  he 
once  tried  an  experiment,  to  sec  if  he  could  make  one,  whom  he  considered  a  Chris- 
tian, angry.  He  succeeded,  was  gratified,  and  has  been  more  satisfied  to  live  with- 
out religion  himself  ever  since.  Another  said,  that  he  had  always  supposed  that 
a  real  Christian  never  broke  the  moral  law,  after  he  became  a  Christian. 


SIXTH  BMPOET— 1S31.  475 

P>yin^  a  *Wt  to  a  fine  looting  sailor,  who  had.  been  in  the  U.  S.  nary,  and 
»  had  jost  come  to  Prison,  he  remarked, '  This  ig  *  good  place  to  overhaul  the 
d  In.'  To  which  I  added,  *  And  tack  about  and. make  lor  a  better  harbor.'  Each 
dad  assent  to  'what  the  other  said.    Which  was  the  most  gratified,  it  is  hard 

The  replies  which  I  nave  received  to  questions  proposed,  have  sometimes  been 
e  gratifying.  A  black  man,  whose  imprisonment  is  for  life,  was  learning  to  read 
be  first  chapter  of  Genesis.  He  came  to  the  word  taw.  *  What  is  the  meaning 
he  word  tote,  or  tee?'  I  asked.    *  It  means  to  believe  with  the  eye,'  was  his 

L*  Do  you  find  comfort  in  reading  the  Bible  V  said  I  to  another,  who  knew 
letters  when  he  came  to  Prison.    4  0  yes,'  said  he;  *  I  read  in  one  place,  and 

some  words  that  I  cannot  make  out ;  yet  I  get  some  of  the  meaning,  and  it 
ns  so  good  because  it  is  the  word  of  God.     I  turn  to  another  place,  and  rem! ; 

that  seems  rood  too,  because  it  is  the  word  of  God.    And  it  is  all  good,  because 

all  the  word  of  God.'  *  How  do  you  know  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God  ?' 
by,  1  know  thai  no  man,  unless  he  were  taught  of  God,  could  tell  of  such  things 
he  Bible  does.  A  bad  man  would  not  talk  so  about  sin ;  and  a  good  man  would 
say  he  was  taught  of  God,  unless  he  was.  Besides,  something  here  (laying  hi* 
d  upon  his  heart)  tells  me  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God.  It  comes  home 
ne.     It  tells  me  what  I  am  just  as  I  be.'  > 

The  inquiries  which  are  made  by  the  convicts  are  often  interesting.  Said  a 
a,  who  had  been  for  some  time  distressed  in  his  mind,  to  me  one  day,  *  How  doc* 
hristian  feel  ?'    Said  another,  *  Were  1  never  to  commit  any  more  sin,  could 

past  sins  on  that  account  be  forgiven  ?'  '  Do  such  as  oppose  religion  understand 
it  it  is  ?'  Says  another, *  It  seems  to  me  so  reasonable,  that  I  do  not  see  how 
y  could  object  to  it,  if  they  understood  it.' 

1  Ignorance,  and  the  want  of  proper  parental  culture,  greatly  prevail  among  con- 
ks. #On  inquiry,  I  have  found, 

1 1.  Tliat  no  convict,  now  in  this  Prison,  has  received  a  liberal  education. 
'2.  Very. few  have  ever  come  under  the  influence  of  Sabbath  school  instruction. 
1 S.  Seventy-six  are  unable  to  write. 

1 4.  One  hundred  and  six,  out  of  one  hundred  and  forty-one,  fail  of  spelling  cor- 
tly,  many  words  of  one  and  two  syllables.   • 

1 5.  Thirty  cannot  read. 

•  6.  Sixty,  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  were  separated  from  their  parents  before 
y  were  ten  years  old,  and  thirty-six  others  met  with  a  similar  separation,  before 
y  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 

'Eight  or  ten  convicts  are  now  in  process  of  learning  to  read,  with  no  l>ook 
the  Bible,  and  with  no  teaching  but  what  they  receive  through  the  grating  of 
ir  cell  doors.    Some,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  months,  have  made  such 
ance  in  learning  in  this  way,  as  to  need  very  little  further  assistance.    The 
great  of  the  one  who  commenced  learning  to  read  last,  is  as  follows : — 
1  Began  with  the  first  letter  in  the  Bible,  May  1, 1881.     He  knew  only  a  part 
lis  letters.     He  never  had  been  to  school  a  day  in  his  life. 
1  The  first  day,  he  repeated  the  letters  in  the  first  verse  of  the  first  chapter  of 
nesis. 

'  May  2.  Learnt  all  the  words  of  one  syllable  in  first  verse. 
'  May  3.  Read  first  verse  with  some  help. 

•  May  4.  Read  second  verse  by  being  helped  to  pronounce  the  words  without 
\form,  and  to  call  the  Italics  in  the  word  was. 

'  May  5.  Read  correctly  the  second  verse. 

( May  9.  Read,  nearly  right  to  the  ninth,  verse. 

'  May  17.  Read  nearly  right  to  the  eleventh  verse. 

'  May  18.  Read,  wit^  little  help,  to  the  thirteenth  verse. 

•  May  19.  Read,  with  help  in  the  words/oiirfA  and  abundantly  ,to  the  twentieth 
rse. 

'  May  20.  Read  to  the  twenty-third  verse. 

•  May  21.  Read  to  the  twenty-eighth  verse,  by  being  aided  in  a  word  or  two. 

•  Several  in  Prison  give  as  much  proof  of  piety,  as  it  is  possible  for  person*  to  do- 
their  situation.  A  few,  of  late,  have,  as  thev  hope,  found  peace  in  believing.. 
eir  conviction  of  sin  has  been  pungent.  Night  after  night,  they  could  scarcely 
sp.  Their  expressions  were  like  these :— « All  the  sins  of  my  past  life  seem  to 
ad  before  me.  What  I  used  to  think  little  sins,  now  appear  great  sins.  All  that 
o  seems  to  be  sin.    I  am  afraid  I  shall  never  find  peace.' 

£ 
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Morning  and  evening  the  Scriptures  are  read,  brief  explanation*  given,  and 
prayer  offered,  in  the  hearing  of  the  men,  who  are  assembled  in  the  open  epaee  east 
of  the  block  of  cells.  The  hearer*  are  still  and  attentive.  From  these  service! 
they  go  in  silence  to  their  cells,  where,  undisturbed,  they  may  give  themselves  Co 
reading  their  Bible,  reflection,  and  prayer. 

44  A  religious  service  is  observed  every  evening  in  the  female  apartment  A  ser- 
mon is  .preached  every  Sabbath  in  each  apartment,  and  the  residue  of  the  day  is 
spent  in  going  from  cell  to  cell,  to  converge  with  the  convicts.  It  takes  about  six 
weeks  to  perform  a  single  circle  of  this  kind  of  visitation.  About  two  hours  may 
be  spent  every  day  in  the  week,  in  going  from  cell  to  cell,  to  teach  the  ignorant  to 
read.  About  the  same  number  of  noun  each  day  are  required  to  study  the  portions 
of  Scripture  which  are  read  at  the  morning  and  evening  service. 

"  Thus  you  see  what  is  the  character  of  the  field  in  which  I  labor;  how  busy  I 
may  be ;  and  how  much  patience,  consolation,  and  direction  of  the  Spirit,  I  need  in 
its  cultivation.  Yours,  in  the  bonds  of  the  gospel  of  Christ 

"  G.  BAmmKTT." 


NEW  YORK 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — The  governor  introduced  the  subject  in  his 
last  message  to  the  legislature  as  follows : — 

"  Our  laws  relative  to  imprisonment  for  debt  should  be  carefully  examined,  far 
the  purpose  of  amendment.  The  notion  of  imprisonment  in  the  nature  of  punish* 
ment  for  debt,  is  repugnant  to  humanity,  and  condemned  by  wisdom.  Among  the 
early  Romans,  the  unfortunate  debtor  and  his  family  became  the  slaves  of  his  cred- 
itor ;  and  the  hoary  veteran  has  exhibited  the  bleeding  traces  of  his  master's  scourre, 
mingled  with  the  scars  of  honorable  wounds  received  while  commanding  in  his 
country's  service.  This  extreme  barbarity  was  discontinued  at  an  early  period ; 
yet  the  principle  of  punishment  for  debt,  by  depriving  the  debtor  of  his  liberty,  was 
retained  by  that  nation  through  its  subsequent  period  of  refinement  and  has  been 
transmitted  to  this  day,  through  all  the  enlightened  governments  of  Europe.  This 
trait  of  barbarism,  notwithstanding  all  our  reforms,  still  retains  its  place  in  our 
statute  book. 

44  Imprisonment  for  debt  should  he  tolerated  so  far  only  as  it  is  necessary  to  en- 
able the  creditor  to  secure  the  property  of  his  debtor.  In  respect  to  debts  of  large 
amount,  ample  provision,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  smaller  debtor,  seems  to  have 
been  made ;  for  it  is  provided,  that  whenever  a  person  considers  himself  insolvent, 
he  may,  on  application  to  a  proper  oificer,  and  due  notice  to  his  creditors,  assign 
over  ail  his  property,  and  obtain  exemption  from  arrest  or  imprisonment 

44  With  such  ample  provision  before  ui  for  the  relief  of  those  oppressed  with  large 
debt*,  the  injustice  of  the  provision  of  the  law  in  regard  to  the  more  helpless 
class,  the  extremely  poor,  is  very  striking.  Imprisonment  appears  to  be  wanton, 
when  inflicted  upon  a  person  without  means  to  pay.  and  who  depends  upon  his 
daily  labor  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family.  A  defendant  in  execution  from  a 
justice's  court,  must  in  some  case*  remain  in  Prison  thirty  days,  in  others  sixty  days 
before  he  is  permitted  to  make  oath  that  he  has  uo  means  for  the  payment  of  his 
debt.  It  is  this  which  fills  our  JaiN.  An  easy  remedy  may  be  prescribed,  by  per- 
mitting a  defendant  on  the  trial,  when  his  creditor  is  present,  to  show  his  inability 
to  pay,  assign  over  his  property,  and  thereby  exempt  himself  from  imprisonment. 
This  subject,  I  hope,  will  engage  your  early  attention ;  and  while  you  make  ample 
provision  for  the  security  of  creditors  against  frauds,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors 
criminally,  that  you  will  so  modify  the  laws,  as  to  dispense,  as  far  as  practicable,  with 
imprisonment  for  debt." 

In  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  a  committee  of  the  legisla- 
ture, of  which  Mr.  S  til  well  was  chairman,  made  an  elaborate  report, 
accompanied  with  a  bill,  adopting  the  principle  of  no  imprisonment  for 
debt  except  in  cases  of  fraud ;  this  fraud  to  be  alleged  and  proved  be- 
fore an  impartial  tribunal  by  competent  witnesses,  and,  when  thus 
proved    to  be  punished  as  a  misdemeanor.     The  law  passed  both 
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branches  of  the  legislature  by  a  large  majority ;  but  does  not  go  into 
operation  til!  March  1,  1832.* 

The  great  evil  which  this  law  is  intended  to  remedy,  whether  it  shall 
prove  effectual  or  not,  is  the  incarceration,  according  to  the  best  esti- 
mates we  are  able  to  make,  of  10,000  persons  annually ; — incarcera- 
tion, too,  not  according  to  the  common  tbrm  ;  but  with  no  provision  by 

*  AN  ACT  to  abolish  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  Deb  ton.— Passed 
Apr  J  26, 1831. 

Tfte  people  of  the  ttate  of  New  York,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly,  do  enact  a* 
fcuvirs  : 

$  1.  No  person  shall  lie  arrested  or  imprisoned  on  any  civil  process  issuing  out  of  any 
r«  urt  of  law,  or  on  any  execution  issuing  out  of  any  court  of  equity,  in  any  suit  or  pro- 
«*eeding  instituted  for  the  recover)'  of  any  money  due  upon  any  judgment  or  decree, 
:uuurieJ  upon  contract,  or  due  upon  any  contract,  express  or  iuiphc', or  for  the  recovery 
of  au:y  damages  for  the  non-performance  of  any  contract. 

(;  2,  Tiio  preceding  section  shall  uot  extend  to  any  person  wly>  shall  not  have  been  a 
n«nirnt  of  this  state,  for  at  least  one  month  previous  to  the  commencement  of  a  suit 
fc^auivi  him  ;  nor  to  proceedings  as  for  contempts  to  enforce  civil  remedies  j  nor  to  actions 
i«r  fines  or  penalties,  or  on  promises  to  marry,  or  for  moneys  collected  by  any  public  otfi- 
ctr.  or  for  any  misconduct  or  neglect  in  office,  or  in  any  professional  employment. 

$  3.  hi  all  cases  where,  by  the  jircceding  provisions  "of  this  act,  a  defendant  cannot  be 
.iiTwted  or  imprisoned,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  plaintiff  who  shall  have  commenced  a  suit 
against  such  defendant,  or  fehall  have  obtained  a  judgment  «r  decree  against  him,  in  any 
court  of  record,  to  apply  to  any  judge  of  the  court  in  which  such  suit  is  brought,  or  to  any 
iScer  authorized  to  perform  the  duues  of  such  judge,  for  a  warrant  to  arrest  the  defendant 
in  «uca  suit. 

§  4w  No  »ocIi  warrant  sliall  issue,  unless  satisfactory  evidence  be  adduced  to  such  officer, 
by  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  or  of  some  other  person  or  persons,  that  there  is  a  debt  or 
ui-mand  due  to  the  plaintiff,  from  the  defendant,  amounting  to  more  than  fifty  dollars,  and 
rectifying  the  nature  and  amount  thereof,  as  near  as  may  i>e,  for  which  the  defendant,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  cannot  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  j  and  establishing 
esc  or  more  ol  tlie  following  particulars  : 

I.  That  the  defendant  is  about  to  remove  any  of  his  property  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
'.!.?  c«iirt  in  which  such  suit  is  brought,  with  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors  ;  or, 

1  Thai  the  defendant  has  property  or  rights  in  action,  which  he  fraudulently  conceals, 
it  that  he  has  rights  in  action,  or  somv  interest  in  any  public  or  corporate  stock,  money  01- 

•     I  ^         J         ■      i.  I'll  ■  ■  I  J*  A  I  4  A  B—  A  ^*  *  J    m. 


property,  with  the  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors  \  or, 

\.  That  the  defendant  fraudulently  contracted  the  debt  or  incurred  the  obligation,  re- 
i\dxuar  which  such* suit  is  brought. 

i  j.  Upon  such  proof  being  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officer  to  whom  the  applica- 
nt* shall  be  addressed,  he  shall  issue  a  warrant,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  state,  cither 
nth  or  without  seal,  directed  to  any  sheriff,  constable  or  marshal,  within  the  county  where 
•sea  officer  shall  reside,  therein  briefly  setting  forth  the  complaint,  and  commanding  the 
officer  10  whom  tlie  same  shall  be  directed,  to  arrest  the  person  named  in  such  warrant, 
aad  bring  him  before  such  officer  without  delay  ;  which  warrant  shall  be  accompanied  by  a 
ropv  of  all  affidavits  presented  to  such  officer,  upon  which  the  warrant  issued  j  which  shall 
be  certified  bv  such  officer,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  defendant,  at  tlie  time  of  serving 
the  warrant,  By  tlie  officer  serving  the  same. 

f  6*.  The  officer  to  whom  such  warrant  sliall  be  delivered,  shall  execute  the  same,  by  ar- 
resting die  person  named  therein,  and  bringing  him  before  the  officer  issuing  such  warrant ; 
%nd  shall  keep  him  in  custody  until  he  shall  be  duly  discharged,  or  committed  as  hereiuaftcr 
pravided. 

^  7.  On  the  appearance  of  the  person  so  arrested,  before  the  officer  issuing  such  warrant, 
be  may  controvert  any  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  on  which  such  warrant  issued,  and 
oay,  at  his  option,  verify  his  allegations  by  his  own  affidavit ;  and  in  case  of  his  so  verify - 
iag'the  same,  the  complainant  may  examine  such  defendant  on  oath,  touching  any  fact  or 
rirrasBstance  material  to  the  inquiry,  and  the  answers  of  the  defendant  on  such  examina- 
uoi,  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  and  subscribed  by  him  j  and  the  officer  conducting  such 
iuojiiiry,  shall  also  receive  such  other  proof  as  the  parties  may  offer,  cither  at  the  tune  of 
:arn  first  appearance,  or  at  such  other  time  as  such  bearing  shall  be  adjourned  to j  and  in 
;ise  of  an  adjournment,  such  officer  may  take  a  recognizance,  with  or  without  surety,  at 
.1*  discretion,  from  the  defendant,  for  his  appearance  at  the  adjourned  hearing. 
}  S.  The  officer  conducting  such  inquiry  snail  have  the  same  authority  to  issue  subpoenas 


478  PRISON   DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY.  53 

law  of  bedding,  fuel,  or  food  to  protect  the  subjects  of  it  from  cold  and 
hunger ; — and  this,  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  for  very  small  sums,  a? 
proved  by  the  following  facts  from  authentic  documents : — 

Mr.  S.  Mott,  the  jailer  of  the  county  of  Cayuga,  states,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Oliphant,  the  editor  of  the  F*ree  Press  published  in  the  village  of 
Auburn,  that  the  number  of  debtors  committed  to  the  Prison  under  his 

ff-r  witnesses,  which  is  now  conferred  by  law  on  any  officer  empowered  to  hear  applica- 
tions of  insolvents,  for  the  purpose  of  exonerating  their  persons  from  imprisonment,  au*l 
••hall  have  the  same  power  to  enforce  oltcdience  to  such  subpoenas,  aod  to  punish  witnessc* 
refusing  to  testify  ;  and  witnesses  wilfully  disobeying  any  such -subpoena.  shaH  be  liable  u» 
t!u>  ]>cna)ties  prescribed  in  the  seventh  article  of  title  first  and  chapter  fifth  of  the  *eco»l 
l»art  of  the  revised  statutes.  , 

$  U.  If  such  officer  is  satisfied  that  the  allegations  of  the  complainant  are  substantiated. 
.-»;id  that  the  defendant  has  done,  or  is  about  to  do,  any  one  of  the  acts  specified  in  th»% 
fourth  section  of  this  act,  he  shall,  by  a  commitment  under  his  hand,  direct  thai  inch  tir- 
tcmlniit  be  committed  to  the  jail  of  the  county  in  which  such  hearing'  khall  be  had,  to  lv 
th-.'re  detained  until  he  shnll  be  discharged  according  to  law  ;  and  such  defendant  shall  k- 
cmuniited  and*  detained  accordingly. 

A  10.  Such  commitment  shall  not  Lie  granted,  if  the  defendant  shall  either 

1.  Pay  the  debt  or  demand  claimed,  with  the  co»ls  of  the  suit  and  of  the  proceeding* 
against  dim  ;  or, 

-J.  Give  security,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officer  before  whom  the  hearing  shall  I*  h*<:. 
thn!  the  debt  or  demand  of  the  plaintiff,  with  the  costs  of  the  suit  and  proceedings  afort- 
»nid,  shall  be  paid  within  sixty  days,  with  interest  ;  or, 

X  Make  and  deliver  to  such  officer  nn  inventory  of  Ins  estate,  and  an  account  of  lis 
creditors,  and  execute  an  assignment  of  his  projHTly  ns  hereinafter  provided,  on  which 
i. jo  same  proceedings  .shall  lie  had  as  upon  a  petition  of  such  defendant  in  the  mauiM*. 
M.-ivinaftcr  directed,  except  that  no  notice  -in  the  plaiutitT  shall  be  requisite  ;  and  no  a*-!- 
,'  'iniment  shall  !>c  granted  for  more  than  three  days,  except  at  the  instance  of  the  defrni- 
ant  ;  and  a  discharge  shall  be  granted  in  tlie  like  case,  and  with  the  same  effect j  or. 

■I.  Enter  into  a  lwnd  to  the  conipluiuaiit.  in  a  (tcnaltv  not  less  than  twice  the  amount  ol 
t:io  debt  or  demand  claimed,  with  such  sureties  as  shall  lie  approved  by  such  officer,  cow- 
illtioned  that  such  defendant  will,  within  thirtv  days,  apply  for  an  assignment  of  all  Jr* 
p-onertv.  and  for  a  discharge,  as  provide'l  in  tne  subsequent  sections  of  this  act,  auddih- 
u  .".uly  oroxeeiitc  the  same  until  he  obtain*  Mich  discharge  ;  or, 

b.  "it  such  defendant  shall  give  n  bond  to  such  plaintiff,  in  the  penally  and  with  the  *urv- 
iY-»  above  prescribed,  conditioned  that  in1  will  not  remove  any  pro|ierty  which  he  then  ha*. 
w:i<.  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  which  such  suit  is  brought,  with  the  intent  to  defrw'' 
.i-:\  of  his  creditors  ;  and  that  he  will  not  assign  or  dispose  of  any  such  property,  wit-* 
*i«-h  i.itcnt.  or  with  a  view  to  gi\e  a  preference  to  any  creditor  for  any  debt,  antecedent  i» 
*m-ii  assignment  or  disposition,  until  the  demand  of  the  plniutilf.  with  the  cost*,  tboll  ty 
*.i!isfiff|.  or  until  the  expiration  of  three  months  after  a  final  judgment  shall  be  rendered i< 
t.i"  suit  brought  for  the  recovery  of  Mich  demand. 

All.  Any  defendant  committed  as  at>ovc  |>rovided.  shall  remain  in  custody  in  the  »m>* 
in. inner  as  other  prisoners  on  criminal  process,  until  a  final  judgment  shall  have  been  mi- 

•  !i  r*d  in  his  favor,  in  the  suit  prosecuted  by  the  creditor  at  whose  instance  such  defcndani 
-  it-ill  have  been  committed,  or  until  he  shall  have  assigned  his  property  and  obtained  hi* 
discharge,  as  provided  iu  the  subsequent  .sections  of  this  act  ;  but  such  tlctendant  nay  U- 

•  .■<eharged  by  the  officer  committing  him,  or  any  other  person  authorized  to  discharge  tbf 
duties  of  such  officer,  on  such  defendant  paying  the  dent  or  demand  claimed,  or  giving  se- 
curity for  the  payment  thereof,  as  provided  in  the  tenth  section  of  this  act,  or  on  hi*  csr- 
t-uiing  either  ot  the  bonds  mentioned  in  the  said  section. 

$  \Z.  Anv  person  committed  as  altovc  provided,  or  wlio  shall  have  given  the  bowl  »pc<v 
*'ci!  in  the  fourth  subdivision  of  the  tenth  section  of  this  act,  or  against  whom  any  suit  sbh'.< 
i  a  vr  been  commenced  in  a  court  of  record,  in  which  such  person,  bv  the  provikionsof  tlr.* 
:  c*.  ciinnot  be  arrested  or  imprisoned,  may  j>rcseiit  a  petition  to  a  justice  of  the 


■;:.i.  a  circuit  judge,  any  judge  of  a  county  court,  or  any  supreme  court  commissioocr  in 
-  ,"  county  in  which  such  defendant  resides  or  is  imprisoned,  prayinx  that  his  property  ma) 
•  •  .'"tinned,  ami  dial  he  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  .provisions  of  this  act. 
(\  I.V  On  presenting  stu-h 'petition,  such  defendant  shall  deliver  nn  account  of  hiscrnl- 
ro;-s.  ami  an  inventory  of  his  estate,  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  account  and  inventor* 
-«':j'.iiiv>!  of  a  debtor,l>y  the  sixth  article  of  title  first  and  chapter  five  of  the  second  parte* 
<!:e  revised  statute*  ;  and  sh.ill  annex  to  the  said  petition,  account  and  inventory. an affida- 
■?.  wliich  shall  l»e  tnkeit  and  subscribed  by  him.  before  the  officer  to  whom  such  petition  t* 
|.  v«etitcd.  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  oath  required  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  sixth  arucfc 
«.!-  'lie  aforesaid  title  and  chapter. 

"*  1  L  For-ven  day*-'  pp-vious  notice  of  the  time  and  place  at  which,  and  of  the  officer 
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care,  during  the  year  ending  January  8,  1831,  was  four  hundred  and 
eighty-eight.  Of  these  two  hundred  and  five  were  for  less  than  five 
dollars  each ;  four  hundred  and  forty-six,  i.  e.  all  except  forty-two,  for 
less  than  twenty-five  dollars  each,  and  not  one  for  a  sum  exceeding  fifty 
dollars.  Thirty-nine  persons  were  committed  to  the  Jail  in  Auburn,  in 
the  year  above  mentioned,  for  sums  not  exceeding  one  dollar  each. 

10  whom,  such  petition  will  be  presented,  together  with  a  copy  of  such  petition,  and  the  ac- 
count and  inventory  Uicreto  annexed,  .shall  he  served  personally  on  the  plaintiffs  hy  whom 
>och  defendant  shall  he  prosecuted,  their  personal  representatives,  or  their  attorney  ;  and 
proof  of  such  service  shall  he  made  at  the  time  of  presenting  such  petition. 

$  15.  Any  creditor  of  such  petitioner  may  oppose  such  application,  and  may  exnmino 
the  petitioner.  Ids  wife  or  any  other  witness. 'hi  the  manner  presented  in  die  third  article  of 
'.he  aforesaid  first  title  and  fifth  chapter,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  process  to  compel 
their  attendance  and  testimony  ;  nud  such  witnesses  shall,  in  all  respects,  he  subject  to  tlic 
provisions  of  tlie  seventh  article  of  the  said  title,  for  tlicir  neglect  to  ol>cy  subpoenas,  or 
to  testify. 

$  16.*L*pon  sufficient  cause  shown  by  the  petitioner,  or  by  any  creditor,  the  officer  to 
vibom  sucu  petition  is  addressed,  may  adjourn  the  hearing  thereof,  not  exceeding  thirty 
days  ;  and  it,  at  any  hearing  of  such  petition,  the  opposing  creditor  shall  fail  to  satisfy  such 
officer  that  the  proceedings  on  (lie  part  of  I h<*  petitioner  are  not  just  and  fair,  or  that  he 
nis  concealed,  removed  or  disced  of,  any  of  his  property,  with  intent  to  defraud  lus 
rrcililor,  such  officer  shall  order  an  assignment  of  all  the  property  of  such  petitioner,  in 
the  same  manner  as  provided  in  the  fifth  article  of  (he  first  title  of  the  fifth  chapter  of  the 
vennd  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  cxrept  mtIi  as  is  therein  exempt  ;  which  assignment 
"hall  be  executed  with  die  like  effect  as  declared  in  the  slid  article,  and  shall  be  recorded 
in  the  tame  manner. 

$  17.  Such  officer  shall  appoint  one  or  more  assignees,  to  whom  such  petitioner  shall  as- 
sign all  bis  estate  ;  and  upon  producing  to  such  oiheer,  evidence  that  such  assignment  has 
!«en  recorded,  and  a  certificate  of  the  assignee*,  that  all  the  property  of  such  petitioner, 
specified  in  his  inventory,  has  l>een  delivered  to  them,  or  that  ho  lias  given  satisfactory  sc- 


imdcd  before  such  discharge. 

ft  18.  The  assignees  to  whom  such  assignment  shall  l>c  made,  sliall  be  vested  with  all  the 
right*  and  power*  over  the  property  so  assigned,  which  ore  specified  in  the  eighth  article 
ot  the  first  thle  of  chapter  five  of  the  second  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  anil  sliall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  duties,  obligations  and  control,  in  all  respects,  and  shall  make  dividends  ; 
and  vacancies  in  their  number  sliall  In?  supplied  as  therein  directed. 

419.  The  general  provisions  applicable  to  proceedings  under  the  several  articles  of  the 
*wl  first  title,  and  which  arc  contained  in  the  seventh  article  of  the  said  title,  shall  be 
deemed  to  apply  to  the  proceedings  herein  directed,  so  far  as  the  same  are  not  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act  ;  and  the  officers  and  assignees  performing  any  duties  under 
this  act,  shall  tic  entitled  for  their  services,  to  the  same  fees  and  compensation  as  arc  pro- 
vided by  law  for  similar  services,  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  aforesaid  title  of  cliaptcr  hvc, 
sad  as  are  provided  by  law  for  services  in  criminal  cases. 

$  SO.  Every  person  imprisoned  on  civil  process,  at  the  time  of  this  act  taking  effect  as  a 
law,  in  any  case  where,  by  the  preceding  provisions  of  this  act.  such  person  could  not  l>c 
arrested  or  imprisoned,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  three  months 
after  this  act  snail  take  effect  as  a  law,  unlets  the  creditor  at  whose  suit  such  person  sliall 
he  imprisoned,  shall,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  make  application  and  complaint  to  some 
judge  of  the  court  in  which  such  suit  was  brought,  or  to  some  officer  authorized  to  perform 
the  duties  of  such  judge,  as  specified  in  the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  this  act ;  and  upon 
such  application  being  made,  if  a  warrant  is  not  issued  as  herein  provided,  such  imprisoned 
person  shall  be  entitled  to  be  discharged  from  imprisonment  j  and  if  such  warrant  1m; 
granted,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  thereon,  as  herein  before  provided  j  and  the 
removal  of  the  defendant  from  any  jail  in  which  he  may  be  imprisoned  by  any  warrant  in 
«urh  proceedings,  shall  not  be  deemed  an  escape. 

$  21.  Every  person  imprisoned,  as  in  the  last  preceding  section  specified,  may  give  a  no- 
tire  to  the  creditors  at  whose  suit  he  is  imprisoned,  and  present  a  petition  and  iuventory,  as 
specified  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  sections  of  this  act j  and  the  same  proceedings  shall 


(ha  act.  and  the  same  shall  be  dismissed,  the  party  making  the  same  shall  be  liable  for  all 
fees  to  officers,  and  for  all  costs  and  expenses  which  the  defendant  shall  have  incurred. 

E2 
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Twonty-five  were  committed  to  the  same  Prison,  whose  debts  together 
amounted  to  fourteen  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents.  Of  the  last  men- 
tioned twenty-five  persons,  two  were  committed  to  Prison  for  six  cents 
each.  In  one  of  the  cases  of  imprisonment  in  the  Jail  in  Auburn,  in 
which  the  debt  was  six  cents,  the  costs  were  five  dollars  and  twenty-rive 
cents;  the  expense  of  the  county,  eight  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cent*  ; 

$  23.  Whenever,  in  this  act,  the  removal,  concealment  or  disposal  of  any  property  is  de- 
clared to  be  the  ground  of  any  complaint  or  proceeding,  and  where  any  bond  is  repaired 
in  reference  to  such  concealment,  removal  or  disposal,  the  same  shall  not  be  deemed  to  ap- 
ply to  any  properly  which  shall  be  expressly  exempted  by  statute  from  levy  and  sale  un- 
der execution. 

$  24.  Whenever  a  bond,  given  under  the  tenth  section  of  this  act,  shall  become  forfrii- 
•d'by  the  non-performance  of  the  condition  thereof,  the  plaintiff  shall  be  entitled  to  reco\  - 
er  thereon  the  amount  due  to  him,  on  the  judgment  obtained  in  the  original  suit  institute! 
against  the  defendant  giving  such  bond. 

$  25.  The  foregoing  provisions  of  this  net  shall  not  extend  to  suits  or  proceedings  before 
justices'  courts,  lor  the  recovery  of  any  debt  or  demand  of  fifty  dollars  or  less. 

$  28.  Any  person  who  shall  remove  any  of  his  j>roperty  out  of  any  county,  with  intent 
to  prevent  the  same  from  being  levied  upon  by  any  execution,  or  who  "shall  secrete,  assipi. 
convey,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  of  his  property,  with  intent  to  defraud  any  creditor,  oi 
to  prevent  such  property  being  made  liable  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  and  any  pemm 
who  shall  receive  such  property  with  such  intent,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  deemed  guilty  o|  n 
misdemeanor $  and  where  the  properly  so  removed,  secreted,  concealed,  assigned,  eiiuvf  %- 
ed,  received,  or  otherwise  distxwed  of,  shall  he  worth  fifty  dollars  or  less,  such  offence  in?y 
be  tried  by  a  court  of  special  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  third  lit1*- 
*f  chapter  second  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  and  in  such  case,  the  puiii?::- 
ment  for  such  offence  shall  be  limited  as  prescribed  in  the  said  title. 

$  27.  Whenever  any  uersoii  shall  have  l»eeu  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor  under  tlx 


last  ]reccding  section  of  this  act,  the  same  proceedings  may  be  had  for  the  appointment 
of  trustees  to  take  charge  of  the  estate  or  such  person,  as  are  authorized  by  the  second 
article  of  the  fir*t  title  of  chapter  five  of  the  second  part  of  the  revised  statutes :  and  in* 
trustees  so  appointed  shall  possess  all  the  powers,  rights,  and  authority,  be  entitled  to  the 
same  compensation,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  duties,  obligations  and  control,  in  all  re- 
spects, a*  trustees  ap|K>intcd  under  the  said  second  article  :  and  in  addition  thereto,  if  mch 
trustees  suspect  that  the  person  so  convicted  has  concealed  about  his  person  or  otherwise, 
money  or  evidences  of  debt,  upon  making  oath  of  the  same  before  any  judge  of  a  comity 
court,"  and  on  such  judge  being  satisfied  that  such  suspicions  are  well  founded,  be  may  i<s»tif 
a  warrant  authorizing  and  commanding  any  sheriff  or  constable  to  search  the  person  of  such 
defendant,  ami  any  place  occupied  by  him,  or  any  trunk  or  other  article  owned  or  pocscs**! 
by  him,  for  such  money  or  evidences,  and  to  deliver  what  shall  be  so  discovered  to  »uch 
trustee*. 

§  28.  Whon  it  shall  appear  to  any  officer  authorized  to  entertain  any  proceedings  undrr 
this  act,  that  any  misdemeanor  or  perjury  has  }>ecn  committed  by  any  party  or  witne»s.  it 
shall  be  his  duty  to  take  the  measures  prescribed  by  law  to  cause  "the  offender  to  appear  at 
the  proper  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offence,  to  answer  for  the  same. 

$  29.  No  person  shall  oe  excused  from  answering  any  bill  in  equity  seeking  a  discovery 
in  relation  to  any  fraud  prohibited  by  this  act,  or  from  answering  as  a  witness  in  relation  i«> 
any  such  fraud :  but  no  such  answer  shall  be  used  in  evidence  in  any  other  suit  ur 
prosecution. 


any 

■pon  „  *  .        -  « , 

a  clause  authorizing  an  arrest  of  imprisonment  of  tne  person  against  whom  the  same  shall 
issne,  unless  it  shall  be  proved,  by  the  affidavit  of  the  person  in  whose  favor  such  execution 
shall  issue,  or  that  of  some  other  person,  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  clerk  or  justice,  either 

1.  That  the  person  against  whom  the  same  shall  issue,  had  not  resided  in  this  Mate  for 
the  space  of  thirty  days  immediately  preceding  the  commencement  of  the  suit  upon  which 
such  judgment  was  rendered,  or  immediately  jircceding  the  rendition  of  such  judgment,  if 
the  same  was  rendered  upon  confession  witnout  process ;  or, 

2.  That  such  judgment  was  for  the  recovery  or  money  collected  by  any  public  officer:  er. 

3.  For  official  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty ;  or, 

4.  For  damages  for  misconduct  or  neglect  in  any  professional  employment. 

$  31.  No  warrant  shall  issue  against  a  defendant  in  any  case  in  which  by  the  provisions 
of  the  last  preceding  section,  an  execution  on  the  judgment  recovered  coultl  not  lie  issued 
against  his  !>ody  ;  and  whenever  a  warrant  in  surh  case  shall  issue,  the  like  affidavit  shall  be 

nuired  as  for  the  issuing  of  aa  execution  by  the  provisions  of  said  section, 
i  32.  Whenever,  by  the  provisions  of  the  last  preceding  section,  no  warrant  can  i<*uc. 


55  «IXTH  REPORT — 1831,  481 

the  loss  of  time  to  the  debtor,  sixty  days,  thirty-five  of  which  were  in  close 
confinement. 

In  the  city  of  New  York,  the  society  for  the  relief  of  debtors  confined 
for  small  debts,  procured  the  release  of  fifteen  persons,  whose  debts 
together  amounted  to  8132  only. 

In  the  county  of  Columbia,  the  keeper  of  the  Prison,  Mr.  Holly,  ex- 

and  the  plaintiff  shall  bo  a  non-resident  of  the  county,  and  shall  give  the  like  proof  of  the* 
lad,  and  tender  to  the  justice  the  security  now  required  by  law  to  entitle  him  to  a  warrant, 
the  justice  shall  issue  a  summons,  which  may  be  made  returnable  not  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  four  days  from  the  date  thereof,  and  Khali  be  served  at  least  two  days  lwfore  tlie 
time  of  appearance  mentioned  therein  j  and  if  the  same  shall  be  returned  personally  served, 
the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had,  and  no  longer  adjournment  granted,  than  in  case  of  a 
warrant  at  the  instance  of  a  non-resident  plaintiff. 

$  35.  Whenever,  by  the  provisions  of  the  thirtieth  section  of  this  act,  no  warrant  can  is- 
sue, and  the  defendant  shall  reside  out  of  the  county,  he  shall  be  Drocccded  against  by 
viiiuinnn*  or  attachment,  returnable  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  days  from  tlie  dau» 
thereof,  which  thall  be  served  at  least  two  days  before  the  time  of  appearance  mentioned 
thcn-iii ;  and  if  such  defendant  be  proceeded  against  otherwise,  the  justice  shall  have  no 
jurisdiction  of  the  cause. 

$  31.  In  addition  to  the  cases  in  which  suits  may  now  be  commenced  before  Justices  of 
the  jicacc  by  attachment,  any  suit  for  the  recovery*  of  anv  debt  or  damages  arising  upon 
any  contract,  express  or  implied,  or  upon  any  judgment,  for  fifty  dollars  or  Iota,  may  be  so 
commenced,  whenever  it  shall  satisfactorily  np|)car  to  such  justice  that  the  defendant  is 
about  to  remove  from  the  county  any  of  his  property,  with  iutent  to  defraud  his  creditors, 
or  has  assigued,  disposed  of,  secreted,  or  is  about  to  assign,  dispose  of,  or  secrete,  any  of 
hLi  property,  with  the  like  iutent,  whether  such  defendant  be  a  resident  of  this  state  or  not. 

$  35.  iieforc  any  attachment  shall  issue  in  such  case,  or  in  the  cases  provided  for  in  article 
second,  title  fourth,  chapter  second,  part  third,  of  the  revised  statutes,  the  plaintuT  shall  by  hi* 
own  affidavit,  or  that  of  some  other  person  or  persons,  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Justice, 
the  facts  and  circumstances  to  entitle  him  to  the  same,  and  that  be  has  such  a  claim  as  is 
specified  in  the  last  preceding  section  against  the  defendant,  over  and  alwvc  all  discounts 
which  the  defendant  may  have  against  Trim,  specifying,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  amount  of 
such  claim  or  the  balance  thereof:  and  such  plaintiff,  or  some  one  in  his  behalf,  shall  also 
execute  in  the  cases  provided  for  by  this  act,  a  bond  in  the  penalty  of  at  least  one  hundred 
doilars,  with  such  sureties ,  and  upon  such  condition  as  is  required  in  section  twenty-ninth 
of  said  article  ;  and  so  much  of  said  article  as  requires  any  other  or  different  proof  for  the 
issuing  of  an  attachment,  than  that  required  by  this  section,  is  hereby  repealed. 

£  3b.  Every  attachment  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
said  second  article,  *liall  be  served' in  the  manner  now  provided  in  said  article,  except  that, 
if  the  defendant  can  lie  found  in  the  county,  the  copy  of  such  attachment  and  inventory 
shall  be  served  upon  him  personally  instearf  of  leaving  the  same  at  the  place  now  prescribed 
in  said  article :  and  the  return  of  said  officer,  in  atlditinn  to  what  is  now  required,  shall 
state  specifically  wliclher  such  copy  was  or  was  not  personally  served  upon  the  defendant. 

$  37.  If  such  attachment  was  issued  in  one  of  the  cases  provided  for  by  this  act,  and  shall 
be  returned  personally  served  upon  the  defendant,  the  justice  shall,  on  the  return  day. 
proceed  to  bear  and  determine  the  cause  in  the  same  manner  as  upon  a  summons  returned 
personally  served. 

$  38.  ft*  such  attachment  was  issued  in  one  of  the  cases  provided  for  by  this  act,  and  at 
the  return  day  it  shall  appear  by  the  return,  that  property  was  attached,  and  that  a  copy  of 
>uch  inventory  and  attachment  was  not  personally  served,  and  the  defendant  shall  not 
appear,  the  plaintiff  may  take  out  a  summons  against  the  defendant j  and  if  such  summons 
shall  be  returned  tliat  the  defendant  cannot  be  found  after  diligent  inquiry,  or  that  the  same 
has  been  personally  served  upon  the  defendant,  then,  in  either  case,  the  justice  shall  pro- 
ceed to  hc?r  and  determine  the  cause  in  the  same  manner  as  upon  a  summons  returned 
personally  served. 

$39.  A  judgment  obtained  before  any  justice,  in  anv  suit  commenced  by  attachment, 
when  the  defendant  shall  not  be  personally  served  with  the  attachment  or  summons,  and 
thall  not  appear,  shall  be  only  presumptive  'evidence  of  indebtedness,  in  any  suit  that  may 
Iw  liroughl  thereon,  and  may  be  repelled  by  the  defendant  j  and  no  execution  issued  upon 
such  judgment,  shall  be  levied  upon  any  other  property  tlian  such  as  was  seized  under  the 
r.ttacnmcui  issued  thereon  j  nor  snail  any  defendant,  in  such  case,  be  barred  of  any  set-off 
which  be  may  have  against  the  plaintiff. 

\  40.  A  defendant,  against  whose  t>ody,  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  an  execution  cannot 
!  c  issued  from  a  justice  s  court,  shall  not  Ihj"  required,  in  order  to  obtain  an  adjournment  of 
a  cause,  to  give  1  bond  with  the  condition  now  required  by  law,  but  instead  thereof,  the 
(find-lion  of  such  bond  shall  be.  that  no  part  of  his  property  liable  to  be  taken  on  cxecutiou 
:!;aJ]  be  removed,  secreted,  assigned,  or  in  any  way  disposed  of,  except  the  necessary  sup- 

41 
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ztmined  the  records  with  the  secretary,  by  which  it  appeared  that  there 
had  been  committed  to  the  Jail  in  Hudson,  during  one  year  ending 
September  29, 1830,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  persons ;  of  whom  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  were  for  debts  of  less  than  twenty  dollars  each. 
The  jailer  not  only  stated  the  sums  for  which  they  were  committed,  but 
the  proportion  of  rum  debts.  Of  thirty-nine  committed  for  more  than 
twenty  and  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  four  were  rum  debts;  of  forty- 
two  committed  for  more  than  ten  and  less  than  twenty  dollars  each, 
t<iii  were  rum  debts ;  of  forty-eight  committed  for  more  than  fire  and 
]<?ss  than  ten  dollars,  twenty  were  rum  debts ;  of  twenty-one  committed 
for  more  than  one  and  less  than  five  dollars,  six  were  rum  debts ;  of 
fifteen  committed  for  less  than  one  dollar  each,  eight  were  rum  debt?. 
Out  of  the  whole  number  of  cases,  i.  e.  one  hundred  and  sixty-fire, 

rollTV-NlNE  WERE  RUM  DEBTS. 

In  the  county  of  Monroe,  and  in  the  town  of  Rochester,  seventy-seven 

j  :>:t  of  himself  and  family,  until  the  plaintiff's  demand  shall  he  satisfied,  or  until  theexpira- 
i-..ui  often  dnv«  after  such  plaintiff  shall  be  entitled  to  have  an  execution  issued  on  the  Mi- 
i.t.ni  obtained  in  Mich  cause,  if  he  shall  obtain  such  judgment  j  and  if  the  condition  of  such 
I  wild  Ik*  broken,  and  an  execution  on  j-uch  judgment  lie  returned  unsatisfied  ia  whole  oris 
j-rrt.  th_»  plaintiff  in  an  action  on  such  bond  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  the  amount  due 

<  .<  Mi'"u  judgment. 

$  41.  .Sections  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  ocf 
hundred  thirty-nine,  of  title  fourth,  chapter  second,  and  part  third  of  the  revised  statute* 
an*  hereby  repealed. 

if  4i.  \Vhen  judgment  shall  be  rendered  against  the  defendant,  no  more  than  two  sam- 
r..(::iMs,  nnd  the  service  of  the  two  summonses,  shall  be  included  in  the  cost  of  sues 
judgment. 

$  -U).  All  the  provisions  of  said  title  fourth,  not  hereby  expressly  repealed,  and  not  in- 
oii^ist^nt  with  the  provisions  of  this  art,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  in  full  force,  and  to  ?pplv 
t  >  tiie  provisions  ot  this  act,  so  fur  as  ilie  same  relate  to  proceedings  in  courts  before  justices 
«.f  die  peace. 

6  IV.  All  persons  imprisoned  at  tlie  time  this  art  shall  take  effect  as  a  law,  by  virtue  of 
;  ny  «  xe<"Ltiun  issued  upon  a  judgment  recovered  before  any  justice,  upon  any  contract. 

<  x;>rc«s  or  ii.iplied.  shall  be  discharged  from  such  imprisonment,  as  in  the  next  section  pro* 
viued.  unless  the  plaintiff,  in  such  execution  shall,  on  or  before  that  day.  file  with  the  jailer 
;:ii  a'lidavit,  staling  such  facts  as  would  authorize  nn  execution  against  the  body  of  the  de- 
fendant, according  to  the  twenty-ninth  section  of  this  act. 

6  A").  To  em i tie  such  imprisoned  debtor  to  such  discharge,  he  shall  present  to  the  jailer 
i  .*  sle'riff  in  whose  custody  he  shall  lie,  an  affidavit  setting  lorth  that  the  execution,  by  virtue 
<f  which  lie  is  iinprisoued,  issued  upon  a  iudgmeirt  obtained  on  a  contract,  express  or  un- 
I  iicd  ;  or  obtained  on  ajudrment  founded  on  such  contract ;  and  thereupon  he  shall  be  dis- 
i  iip.rged,  and  the  sheriff  shaft  not  Ikj  liable  to  any  action  for  such  discharge. 

V  4<».  Any  person  imprisoned  on  any  process  issued  out  of  any  court{  who  Khali  be  enti- 
tled to  be  discharged  from  such  imprisonment  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  may  bring  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  or  certiorari  for  that  purpose,  in  tuc  manner  provided  in  the  ninth 
chapter  of  the  third  part  of  the  revised  statutes. 

$  47.  The  provisions  of  this  act,  from  the  twenty-ninth  section  inclusive,  shall  apply  to 
executions,  warrants,  and  other  process  issued  bv  the  marine  court  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
i  y  the  assistant  justices  for  wards  in  the  said  city,  mid  by  the  justices  of  the  justices*  court 
(?thc  city  of  Albany  and  of  the  city  of  Hudson,  and  to  all  proceedings  in  the  said  court  * 
..ad  by  the  said  justices,  in  the  like  cases  and  in  the  same  maimer  as  herein  provided  in  re- 
*pect  to  justices  of  the  peace. 

§  45.  lliis  act  shall  take  effect  as  a  law  on  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  c  i^it 
Irmdrcd  nnd  thirty-two ;  but  the  secretary  of  state  shall'  immediately  cause  a  sufficient 
i -.umber  of  copies  of  this  act  to  l>c  printed  by  the  state  printer  to  supply  "every  justice  of  tli* 
petfc  in  the  state,  and  every  town  clerk  and  sheriff  with  a  copy,  whicn  shall  be  transmitted 
i  y  h'in  to  tiie  clerks  of  the  different  counties,  and  bv  them  distributed  to  the  officers  entitled 
1'iereto  ;  the  expense  of  which  printing  and  transmission  to  the  county  clerks,  shall  be  pai  i 
out  of  the  treasury  in  the  manner  provided  by  law. 

State  of  New  York.  )     This  bill  having  l»cen  approved  and  signed *hy  the  govcirrr 

Secretary's  Oflicc.         )of  this  state  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,*  one  thou>H«;.i 

eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  same  !>ecame  a  law  ou  that  da\ . 

A.  C.  FLAGU,  Sccrctarj ." 
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persons  were  committed  to  Prison  in  1630,  whose  whole  amount  of  debts 
was  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  doll  its  and  thirty-six  cents. 

Besides  these,  there  were  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  more,  whose 
debts,  though  they  exceeded  two  dollars  ea:h,  none  of  them  exceeded 
live  dollars. 

And  there  were  twenty-three  persons  committed  to  the  same  Prison, 
iy hose  debts  together  amounted  to  fourteen  dollars  and  seventy-three 
rents ; — three  for  twenty-five  cents  each  ;  one  tor  twelve  cents ;  one 
ibr  ten  cents;  and  one  for  six  cents.  In  the  last  case,  i.  e.  the  case  in 
which  the  debt  was  six  cents,  the  costs  on  execution  were  five  dollar?, 
and  the  constable's  fees  one  dollar  and  forty-six  cents* 

fkaU  Prism  at  Sing  Sing. — The  committee  appointed  by  the  legis- 
lature to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  difficulty  between  Mr.  Hopkins 
and  Capt.  Lynda,  the  one  a  commissioner  and  the  other  the  keeper  of 
this  Prison,  reported  in  favorof  Capt.  Lynda.     Another  officer,  viz.  Mr. 

-  C'jmj  of  Impruonmtnt  for  Dtbt  fj.  Rochtittr,  Uonne  County,  Ntv>  York,  in  1830. 
C98  J. turn  wore  emnmiiud  U  Jail  o»  Julie..'  m«uli«ii  during  Ik*  jmt  1810. 

Tto«m*l»rMuhfwhi<hl»rimMawiili!d,i>M SW  90 

ru...t»bte™™fri  r.™l«iBf '    .'                                       '.'.'.'.'.'.','.    '.    SWS5 
IVInte  ™oo<  of -Mil.,  ooB.,  iiul  contubka' <«. S7,7»»S 

Sty  tu'lM  .'jltow^^'lSS  rewitaid  U  lheJ.1*  'litanta  In—Mr  iTlro".     StlfthiTSifSZ- 

77k  Planing  Lilt  /xhibilt  tlit  Xumbtr  of  Drbtort  canSntd    in   the    mine  Place  and 
Time,  for  Debtt  fat  thnn  One  Dollar,  and  the  Cosli  modi  on  Ike  tamt. 
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Marshall,  now  employed  as  deputy  keeper,  whose  character  was  in- 
volved, is  also,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  exculpated  from  blame. 
The  commissioners  for  building  the  Prison,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tib- 
bets,  and  Allen,  are  now  disconnected  with  the  Prison,  and  three  gen- 
tlemen, Messrs.  Van  Courtland,  MacDonald,  and  Fisher,  have  Men 
appointed  inspectors. 

The  former  keeper,  Capt  Lynds,  has  left  the  Prison,  and  Mr.  Wiltsie, 
the  deputy  keeper,  has  been  appointed  keeper  in  his  place,  and  Mr.  Mar- 
shall has  been  appointed  deputy  keeper.     Dr.  Hoffman  and  Mr.  Dick- 
inson are  continued  as  physician  and  chaplain.     Under  the  new  organ- 
ization, the  discipline  of  the  institution  is  highly  commended  by  the 
inspectors.    The  health  is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  physician  to  be 
very  favorable;  the  hospital  cases  having  been  only  two,  out  of  one  hun- 
dred, and  of  these  a  great  proportion  consisted  of  those  who  were  sick 
when  brought  to  the  Prison.     The  deaths  during  the  year,  out  of  about 
eight  hundred,  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  have  been  sixteen,  or 
about  two  per  cent. ;  of  whom  only  seven  died  of  diseases  contracted  in 
the  Prison.    The  duties  of  the  chaplain  have  been  performed  in  a  man- 
ner highly  satisfactory  to  the  officers  charged  with  the  inspection,  and 
they  accordingly  recommend  that  the  chaplain's  support  be  provided 
wholly  by  the  state,  and  not,  as  in  former  years,  partly  by  this  Society. 
We  shall  close  the  notice  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  with  Mr.  Dick- 
inson's report  as  chaplain,  which  is  as  follows : 

11  To  the  Inspectors  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  State  Prison : 

u  Gentlemen, 

"  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  submit  the  following  communication : 

u  As  your  report  will  probably  be  the  only  medium  through  which  the  men! 
condition  of  this  Prison  will  reach  the  public,  it  would  not  perhaps  on  this  wcowtt 
be  considered  out  of  place  to  enter  into  a  more  detailed  statement  of  facts.  But 
while  there  is  evidence  that  the  means  of  moral  and  religious  improvement  hire 
not  been  used  without  effect,  I  shall  not  venture  to  dwell  on  such  as  chiefly  Ik 
between  the  creature  and  his  Creator,  conscious  that  results  must  remain  in  a  grtit 
measure  bound  up  in  secrecy  until  the  revelation  of  the  last  day. 

"  My  communication,  therefore,  will  consist  in  the  main  oCmean*  and  duties. 

"  Besides  the  regular  chapel  service,  it  has  been  my  practice  on  the  Sabbath,  to 
lecture  in  the  hospital,  and  alto  to  administer  private  instruction. 

**  Evening  worship  is  maintained  in  the  hospital,  and  in  both  hall*  of  the  Prison 
separately.  This  exercise  is  attended  with  encouraging  marks  of  usefulness.  l» 
the  gloom  and  stillness  of  evening,  when  darkness  begins  to  gather  in  every  cell. 
when  there  is  nothing  to  interrupt  reflection,  but  every  circumstance  auspickmi. 
this  is  the  time,  if  ever,  that  a  man  will  be  wrapped  up  in  deep,  serious  contem- 
plation. 

"  Hitherto  the  instructions  usually  given  in  Sunday  school  have  been  confined 
to  the  chaplain,  owing  chiefly  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  judicious  and  respon- 
sible teachers ;  but  we  have  it  in  prospect  very  soon,  and  I  might  say  it  has  already 
begun,  to  reecive  the  aid  of  others,  and  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages  oi  a  9onday 
school.     During  the  past  year,  sixty  or  seventy  were  found  incapable  of  reading. 
On  manifesting  an  anxiety  to  learn,  they  have  received  my  almost  daily  attention- 
Spelling-books  were  procured  by  the  agent;  and  their  improvement  in  general  ha* 
been  what  might  be  expected  of  those  who  were  anxious  to  learn.    Some  have  laid 
aside  the  spelling-book ;  and  in#a  short  time,  it  is  hoped  all  will  be  able  to  read  the 
Scriptures. 

*'  There  have  several  cases  occurred  of  a  deep  and  pungent  sense  of  crime  a* 
committed  against  God— apparent  humiliation,  and  other  exercises  which  can  only 
be  accounted  for  satisfactorily  by  ascribing  them  to  a  divine  influence.  Hie^e  are 
characterized  by  reatly  mbtntMion,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  justice  of  their 
punishment,  a  cheerful [enjoyment  of  religious  privilege*;  and,  what  is  worthy  oi 
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fc»  they  have  scarcely  ever  given  the  slightest  intimation  of  a  desire  of  deliver- 

nr  pardon  from  Prison. 

(any*  during  the  last  year,  hare  committed  a  very  considerable  portion  of 

ure  to  memory. 

hare  are  several  interesting  frets  connected  with  this  subject,  that  cannot  be 

iced  in  the  narrow  limits  of  this  communication.    The  duties  to  be  discharged 

i  great  moral  waste,  are  equally  arduous  and  responsible.    Among  a  class  of 

o  diversified  in  point  of  intellect,  as  well  as  of  guilt  and  moral  sense,  there  is 

for  the  most  cautious  and  faithful  application  of  divine  truth.    And  it  is  due 

•  agent,  as  well  as  officers  of  the  Prison  generally,  to  add,  that  every  desirable 

f  has  been  given  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties." 

mse  of  Refuge  in  the  City  of  New  For*.— This  (the  first  of  the 
in  this  country)  most  noble  and  extensive  institution,  three  miles 
,  of  the  City  Hall,  is  pursuing  its  delightful  way,  as  in  former  years, 
condense  from  the  sixth  and  last  report  the  following  important  in- 
ition.  The  managers  say,  in  the  body  of  their  report,  "  that  they 
onstrained  to  repeat  their  belief,  that  it  is  the  consumption  of  ardent 
s,  and  the  influence  of  the  theatres,  which  contribute  more  than  all 
causes  to  the  numbers  sent  to  the  Refuge.'1  They  say,  also,  that 
»ne  hundred  and  forty-four  inmates  committed  during  the  past  year, 
only  were  children  of  American  parents ;  while  eighty-four  were 
ren  of  foreigners.  Of  these,  forty-one  were  of  Irish,  and  twenty^hree 
glish  extraction."  "  Since  the  opening  of  the  institution,  six  years 
eight  hundred  juvenile  delinquents  have  been  received,  and  six 
red  and  fifty  of  these  hare  been  disposed  of  in  different  ways/' 
managers  add,  "  that  they  can  already  point  to  hundreds  of  cases 
ich  idle  and  dissolute,  and  even  criminal,  children  of  both  sexes, 
been  reclaimed,  snatched  as  it  were  from  the  steep  leading  to  in- 
>Ie  destruction,  and  moulded  into  well-behaved,  sober,  moral,  indus- 
and  modest  young  artisans,  farmers,  seamen,  seamstresses,  &c. ; 
of  them  already  grown  up,  married,  and  respectably  settled  in  life." 
i,  "  some  of  the  finest  young  seamen  in  the  navy  have  been  taken 
the  Refuge.  Others  have  been  entered  in  the  whaling  business, 
entire  satisfaction  of  their  employers,  and  with  profit  to  themselves. 
3  has  been  general  good  conduct  among  these,  and  some  of  thorn 
.  the  present  time  engaged  as  officers  in  that  hardy  and  lucrative 
e.  Others  are  seamen  engaged  in  different  branches  of  commer- 
Qterprise  ;  and  one  of  the  reformed  inmates  of  this  institution,  has 
tly  sailed  from  one  of  our  ports,  the  second  mate  of  an  Indiana  an. 
are  now  engaged,  under  very  favorable  circumstances,  as  appren- 
in  the  art  of  husbandry.  The  term  of  service  of  some  has  expired, 
ley  have  grown  up  respectable  young  men.  One  of  these  has  mar- 
ind  settled  down  a  good  citizen.  Some  of  the  number  have  be- 
respectable  mechanics.  One  of  these  (a  very  hard,  but  ultimately 
r  interesting  case)  became  decidedly  devout  while  in  the  Refuge, 
hole  temper  and  disposition  were  changed  to  mildness  and  docility, 
as  bound  out  to  a  trade — has  acquired  it — 'and,  having  married  a 
stable  girl,  is  now  established  and  engaged  in  the  successful  prose- 
i  of  a  lucrative  business.  Several  tfases  have  occurred  where 
;  girls,  guilty  of  different  offences  have  been  thoroughly  reclaimed 
:he  paths  of  iniquity.  Of  these,  some  have  been  bound  to  service 
tant  places  in  the  country,  where  their  deportment  was  in  all  re- 

41  # 
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Letter  from  the  SajrerinUndatt. 
i  ask,  gentlemen,  the  c*uie>  of  the  commitment  of  our  bimite«.  I  would 
r  jou  to  the  number  of  intemperate  parent*  ascertained — doubting  not,  hut, 
nth  ma  known,  there  are  many  more  of  tbij  claai  than  the  parents  of  the 
rce  I  have  mentioned.  The  consequence  is,  the  children  arc  neglected, 
fered  to  run  about  the  street!,  to  form  acquaintance  and  connexion  with 
id  idly-trained  boya  and  girls.  They  next  begin  to  pilfer — (deep  out  nights, 
the  market  places.  Etc.  i  and,  a»  their  depravity  naturally  leads  them  Irom 
•  of  vice  to  mother,  they  begin  10  find  the  power  of  money,  not  only  to 
their  appetites,  but  by  degrees  are  led  to  different  places  of  amusement. 
In  their  nature  are  very  seducing.  Indulgence  does  but  create  stronger 
ON  to  obtain  (lie  means  for  attending  circuses,  theatres.  Ice.,  and  we 
cceive  a  child  of  any  years,  who  is  not  quite  familiar  with  either  the  one  or 
tr  or  both.  We  have  one  of  the  slruneest  instance*  of  the  infatuation  pro. 
ly  theatrical  amnwinentu,  now  in  the  House,  that  we  recollect  to  hare  wit- 
He  it  a  youth  of  highly  respectable  parentage,  and  his  lather  hail  the 
and  disposition  to  give  him  a  liberal  education.  Much  pains  and  expense 
icurred  to  qualify  him  for  college,  and  be  actually  entered  one  of  those 
ies,  where  tie  spent  part  of  two  sessions.  Hut  while  quite  young,  be  was 
)  (he  theatre,  by  a  porsun  unknown  to  his  parent*,  and  continued  to  attend 
or  a  length  of  time,  before  it  was  discovered  by  them.  When  it  became 
to  them,  tbey  set  their  been  strongly  against  it ; — but  such  was  lib  prop^u. 

19  Arm  iMlo  M  riciMi  W  fnan  »1  In  ftkrlaw  ;  M  from  4lb  u>  Sib  clan)  M  '™»  *a  In 
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sity  thitherward,  that,  in  the  fint  instance,  if  means  could  not  be  obtai 
would  sell  his  school  books — then  his  mother's  silver  spoons,  and  books  1 
father's  library ;  and,  when  these  were  not  obtainable,  would  chance  away 
clothes  for  interior  ones,  to  obtain  tho  ditlercnee,  ibr  the  purpose  of  gratifyi 
self  in  these  amusements.  It  had  such  an  influence  upon  him,  as  to  becon 
feet  infatuation.  He  would  not  attend  to  his  literary  pursuits,  and  would 
nothing  to  obtain  money,  that  he  might  indulge  his  passion.  To  prerent 
disgrace,  his  friends  interfered,  and  hud  hi; a  sent  here.  We  have  not  da 
that  this  youth  is  beset  by  any  other  propensity.  And  had  it  not  been  : 
(here  is  no  probability  that  his  parents'  hvarl*  would  have  been  wounded  is 
der  a  point,  and  ono  of  our  colleges  would  doub'le**  now  have  had  one  more 
able  and  promising  young  man  enrolled  uoon  in  catalogue.  And  while 
over  our  large  family,  we  sec  many  under  our  euro,  who,  had  they  been 
with  sober  and  iudustrioui  parent*,  won  1.1  'ioubtlcvi  have  made  such  childre 
all  should  have  been  proud  of,  had  they  Ih.ii  fun  of  our  own.  Wc  consi 
inculcation  and  practice  of  industrious  Libit*,  a  powerful  means  of  restori 
good  sUte  of  feeling,  this  young  ciasj — connected  with  tho*o  moral  and  r 
precepts  taught  in  tlu  Liblc.  NotwithVandins'  I  do  not  see  visibly,  alw: 
fruitJ  of  religious  instruction ;  still,  knowing  from  the  influence  of  a  kind  : 
precepts  and  example  upon  my  own  :,Jml,  I  pursue  niy  labors  cheerful 
lieving  tho  iinprcs*iou*  will  bo  lasting  and  powerful  in  more  mature  age. 

44  Oi  the  larger  and  more  hopeless  chuu,  wc-  have  btnt  them  long  voyages 
where  they  will  arrive  to  manhood  in  this  honest  and  industrinuj  calling- 
tint  on  their  return,  those  bubbles  and  toys  that  in  their  youth  glistened 
eyes  liko  the  diamond,  will  have  lost  their  channs.  Some,  it  is  true,  havedi 
themselves,  and  brought  sorrow  to  tha  Iimr-a  of  the  manager*  of  this  ins 
who  devote  much  of  their  time,  by  day  and  Ivy  tit^ht,  for  :h<»  interest  of  the* 
tunatc  juvenile  delinquents,  without  feu  ur  reward,  other  than  the  satisfacti 
must  experience,  at  having  done  all  in  their  power  to  reclaim  and  to  sav 
by  placing  them  in  a  way  to  obtain  a  re  *p<:e!ah'u«.  and  honest  livelihood, 
the  other  hand,  they  are  cheered  to  see.  v.ow  and  then,  a  hearty  and  hardy  (a 
from  his  voyage,  and  pass  even  his  own  ivhtive*  \o  come  up  with  his 
cate  of  good  conduct  from  his  captain  or  merchant,  first  to  jrreel  his  kind  t 
tors  at  the  Refuge.  I  now  recollect  two  boy,  wfco  onee  ailbrded  hut  Httl 
-who  are  now  mates  of  ship*  out  of  this  per',  on-»  oi  v.- tan  is  intruded  wil 
amounts  cf  \duable  property,  and  is  con  i  !an\l  to  :  j  a  young  L.aii  of 
integrity. 

**  As  to  the  children  occasionally  Kdr.rr.i-  d  upon  our  hands,  while  we  a 
pellcd  to  Mjy  some  are  unworthy  of  the  si.»t;,in»  they  were  placed  in — yet  i 
ihi  vigilance  and  industry  of  our  iiidiMi;nr:i.t;  eoai.TUilce,  who  *pare  uo  | 
obtain  information  not  only  of  the  respect*'  rity,  but  f;tn.\<*of  the  i'amiliesol 
applying  to  them  for  apprentices  from  tlw  Uo.]»«te,  yet  so;netimes  children 
happily  located— or  more  is  expected  fro:i.  them  than  it  is  reasonable  to  requ 
children  of  their  age.  A  striking  instance  .it  f!ii.*  moment  oecurd  to  my  m 
gentleman  of  respectability  obtained  a  lif.le  .;irl. — Ilia  family  became  sodis. 
with  her,  that  tho  gentleman  put  her  o*.it  to  board  for  a  >hort  time  until  1 
make  application  to  the  indenturing  co-mi.itVe.  an  1  have.  an  opportunity  of 
ing  her  to  the  Refuge,  which  he  did  witli  an  uppe.ua  nee  of  strong  dislike,  & 
were  fully  satisfied  that  his  complaint-:  wcr*-  withowi  just  (rounds,  and  aftci 
ing  her  a  few  months,  another  favoral.I :  opportunity  oik-red  to  send  hei 
West.  After  she  had  been  out  sever  \l  mon'liM  ihe  *i»coiid  time,  tlic  gem 
Iirothcrcumc  a  few  days  Mncc,  nearly  thre»»  n.ih»F.  to  tell  u*  how  highly  his 
and  family  were  pleaded  with  tlic  little  ;;i:*l,  and  that  the  was  the  admiratio 
neighborhood. 

"  From  ono  neighborhood  in  Masparh-i-^tis.  we  have  lately  had  an  accoi 
five  boys  who  arc  all  doing  well,  and  mvto  very  much  beloved.  From  « 
in  Connecticut,  six  of  our  hoys  are  all  doin?  vvull :  and.  gentlemen,  I  could  ti 
volume  with  interesting  fact*,  like  the  foregoing,  as  we  always  keep  an  ac 
parentage,  former  life,  conduct  in  the  House,  reports  from  their  masters  aft 
indentured,  and  even  after  they  are  fr>*<>,  married,  and  Nettled  in  busro 
great  care  and  precision,  and  have  now  more  than  eight  hundred  of  these  hi 
cases  that  have  (alien  to  our  care." 

This  letter  from  the  s,  ^erintendent  is  closed  with  a  brief  n< 
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the  life  and  death  of  the  only  youth  who  died  in  the  Refuge  during  the 
vear. 

• 

"  His  name  was  John  Gillcn — between  11  and  12  years  of  age.  Ho  had  natu- 
rally a  good  disixrition— but  his  former  habits  were  such  as  might  be  expected 
irons  a  child  living  in  one  of  the  most  abandoned  parts  of  the  city — without  father 
or  mother,  or  any  other  care-taker  than  an  aunt,  who  wished  him  away  from 
her,  unless  he  could  bring  her  sonic  money.  He  was  sent  here  by  tho  commis- 
Aoners,  on  the  6th  of  August,  isio.  About  five  months  previous  to  his  death,  he  was 
taken  with  the  scarlet  fever,  which  terminated  in  the  consumption.  During  his 
illness,  he  was  frequently  admonished  of  his  approaching  dissolution,  and  of  the 
necessity  of  a  preparation  to  meet  the  change;  and  occasionally  prayers  were  offered 
up  with  him,  and  he  was  preyed  to  look  to  his  Redeemer  for  mercy,  which,  for 
MKoe  time,  he  was  daily  in  the  practice  of.  He  appeared  to  die  in  a  very  happy 
frame  of  mind.  A  few  minute*  before  his  death,  he  was  asked  if  he  thought  lie 
nhould  go  to  heawn.  He  answered, '  I  wish  1  was  there  now/  and  requested  the 
children  standing  round  his  bed  to  ring  the  following  lines  : 

4  O  how  happy  are  they. 
Who  their  Savior  ol:»-y, 

And  have  laid  up  lilcir  treasure  above ! 
Tongue  ran  never  express 
The  sweet  comforts  and  peace 

Of  a  soul  iu  its  cnriiesl  love,'  &c. 

"lie  made  an  effort  to  join  in  ringing ;  but  his  strength  would  not  allow.  After 
they  sang  three  verses,  he  strove  to  say  something ;  but  was  too  far  gone,  and  im- 
mediately breathed  his  last,  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan/' 

Establishment  for  the  Criminal  and  Pauper  Population  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  on  BlachcclTs  Island. — This  establishment  is  near  the 
south  end  of  the  island  on  the  East  River,  about  three  miles  from  the 
City  Hall,  and  is  in  full  view  of  the  steam  boats  passing  into  the  sound. 
Th<?  jslajid  contains  about  one  hundred  acres  of  fertile  land,  and  an  in- 
exhaustible quarry  of  frcc-stono,  thus  securing  a  profitable  employment 
either  in  agriculture  or  quarrying  stone,  to  its  future  inhabitants,  the 
tenants  of  the  old  crowded  Alms-house,  and  most  destructive  Peniten- 
tiary.    The  buildings  on  the  island,  as  far  as  they  are  erected,  arc  on 
the  principle  of  furnishing  to  each  tenant  a  solitary  dormitory.     A  cen- 
tre building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  keeper,  and  the  north  wing, 
retaining  between  two  and  three  hundred  dormitories,  corresponding 
with  the  south  wing,  which  was  erected  when  our  last  Report  was  writ- 
ten, have  been  building  during  the  last  year.     These  wings,  containing 
tbc  dormitories,  arc  so  arranged  as  to  afford  the  keeper  from  the  centre 
building  a  perfect  supervision  of  both.    If  the  remaining  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  2,000  paupers  and  criminals,  should  be  as  well  con- 
structed for  the  purpose  of  securing  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and 
constant  and  convenient  supervision,  New  York  would  be  furnished 
with  one  of  the  most  convenient,  economical,  and  salutary  establish- 
ments for  its  poor  and  vicious  inhabitants,  so  far  as  location  with  refer- 
ence to  health,  beauty,  convenience  and  profitable  employment,  and  the 
construction  of  the  buildings  with  reference  to  separation,  supervision, 
and  wholesome  and  salutary  discipline  and  instruction,  arc  concerned, 
to  be  (bund  in  the  United  States.    We  have  not  been  without  some 
apprehension,  that  the  important  principles  on  which  the  buildings 
are  constructed  thus  far,  would  be  departed  from,  before  all  the  build- 
ings are  finished.     But  rather  than  have  it  so,  we  would  almost  be  will- 
ing that  this  Society  should  remove  the  whole  weight  of  its  influence, 
if  it  would  be  sufficient  to  prevent  it,  to  the  city  of  New  York;  such  is 
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our  conviction  of  the  importance  and  utility  of  solitary  dormitories  tor 
the  criminal  and  pauper  part  of  our  population ;  and  of  having  an  Alms- 
house and  Penitentiary  in  the  city  of  New  York — the  great  centre  of 
influence  in  our  land — properly  constructed. 

Asylum  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics* — By  a  late  report  (o  thf 
legislature,  it  appears  that  there  were  in  1835,  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
819  lunatics;  1421  idiots;  total,  2240;  or  one  toerery  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-one  souls.     Of  the  lunatics,  only  fX&  were  able  to  pay 
for  their  own  support.     "  The  other  five  hundred  and  fifty-six,"  say  the 
committee  of  the  legislature,  "  were  insane  paupers,  eitlier  confined 
in  private  families,  poor-houses,  or  jails ;  or  roaming  at  large,  a  tenor 
to  others,  and  supported  as  paupers  or  by  charity."     For  thia  mass  of 
insanity  and  wretchedness,  the  state  of  New  York  has  one  ircoTponrfcd 
Asylum  at  Bloomingdalc,  for  the  accommodation  of  two  hundi  **di  P™1" 
cipally  used  for  those  who  can  support  themselves,  and  a  private  As>''om 
at  Hudson  for  fifty  more  of  the  same  class ;  leaving  about  the  n^h* 
number  without  any  public  provision  for  their  support,  as  they  are  o* 
the  destitute  and  friendless  class.     This  state  of  things  is  one,  in  tbt 
opinion  of  the  committee,  which  calls  loudly  for  legislative  and  imme- 
diate provision.     The  committee  accordingly  appeal  to  the  example 
of  Massachusetts,  which,  say  they,  "  with  a  population  two  thirds  lea 
than  that  of  New  York,  and  with  poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics  less  in 
the  same  proportion,  and  an  incorporated  Asylum  nearly  as  large  as 
that  at  Bloomingdale,  is  exhibiting  the  laudable  example  of  providing 
in  an  effectual  manner,  for  tlie  safe  keeping  and  cure  of  her  pauper 
lunatics,  in  an  establishment  recently  commenced  for  this  purpose,  on 
nn  extensive  plan,  at  Worcester."   The  committee  pass  in  rapid  reviaw- 
the  principal  lunatic  asylums  in  America  and  in  Europe,  naming  amonz    j 
othor  vastly  important  and  interesting  facts,  that  the  Connecticut  Rdrrat 
<(t  Hartford^  is  the  most  successful  in  the  United  States ,  in  the  proper' 
Hon  vfits  cures,  and  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  world.    Thf 
committee  refer  the  public  to  Statistical  Notices  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum4. 
by  T.  R.  Beck,  M.  D.,  published  in  the  transactions  of  the  Albany  In- 
stitute, vol.  1.  No.  3.     We  have  obtained,  and  now  present,  in  a  con- 
densed form,  this  valuable  and  important  information  in  the  notes  b»- 
low  :*  for  it  is  a  cause  which  this  Society  has  kept  in  view  with  tW 
most  intense  interest,  in  consequence  of  the  number  and  condition  ot 

•  From  Statistical  Notices  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  by  T.  Romryn  Beck. 

r.uifttr  Atvlwm  in  cntuttrion  with  th*  JV>r  York  Ih^fUml.— Admitted  from  January  .lUTtt.'' 
July  31,  HM1,*I5H4.— Discharged,  recovered,  700 :  relieved.  341  ;  discharged  from  various  em**.11' 
hr  rcfim-iit,orrloped,437;  incurable,  1!  ;  died, )»»;  tremrfbrrcd  to  the  Bloomingdale  Aiyluia,  Jb1»'— 
1KII,  H»  ;  tiital,  1584.— Caw*.  The«e  am  not  g iron  in  the  printed  report*,  with  tint  lincfe ««!**». 
tluit  fur  torn"  vrarn  the  case*  originating  in  intemperance  are  mentioned.  Thus  in  1814,  then  »*f 
17  from  that  'c.iunr  ;  In  1815,  9  ;  in  1816,  4  ;  in  1817, 5  j  in  1818,87;  in  1819, 30;  la  189ft,  97;  r 
1-01.  :u —  i:i  mirfe*  and  19  frmahn  ;  total  for  eight,  yean,  147,  out  of  about  670  cue*,  or  upward*  w 
«>ne  fourth  of  lite  whole  number. 

Bloemiti'dalr  Asylum.— The  namhcni  to  the  end  of  the  year  1*38,  will  itand  thim :— Admitw*. 
from  th*  37th  July,  1831.  to  the  31  rt  Dec.  18-S.  1043.— Dboharjrwd,  recovered,  496;  arah  improved,*!, 
improved,  1 16 ;  relieved,  7  ;  hy  request,  198;  improper  objectn,*  3;  eloped,  39  ;  immprovid.  &■ 
t!ir<!,59;  remaining,  Dec. 31,1  «*4B, 89;  total,  1043.— From  intemperance  in  1899,33  ea*et;»  I8W»» 
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F.matir  JUportmmt  of  the  Pttnumlmmi*  Ibspittit.— The  following  table  b  the  iwuh  of  a  w 
r.m'tul  ••xvnination  of  rtoe  nmnUof  the  hospital  ninco  iti  commencement  to  the  36th  of  April.  1%J* 
li  Air.  W.<>.  Malin,jclprkof  the  fnetitutinn : — 

WhoV*  nmnlier  of  caie*  admitted  during  the  abore  period,  ....       348? 

Of » June,  1  hero  are  designated  a*  insanity  rtr icily,        ...  3345 

And  delirium  tremeni,  or  in«nni:y  muted  by  intemperance,      -       -       Ml 
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ie  lunatics  we  have  seen  in  Prison.  Some  of  the  descriptions  of  the 
senes  which  we  have  witnessed,  contained  in  the  former  Reports  of  this 
ociety,  have  contributed  something,  we  doubt  not,  to  the  public  interest 
i  favor  of  the  Asylum  at  Worcester,  and  through  that,  and  in  other 
inns,  to  the  movement  in  the  state  of  New  York.  The  committee, 
[easrs.  Paige,  Savage,  and  Gansevoort,  who  have  introduced  this  SUb- 


Case*  of  InmnUyJrom  February  11, 1793,  to  April  96, 1898. 


TvfcX 

Corai. 

JU)tof«L 

Frimdi. 

nosed. 

Da* 

a-M 

BSML             2118 
awake,       1009 

3487 

910 
344 

1SS4        ' 

459 
250 

703 

444 

934 

668 

188 
49 

930 

364 
103 

586 

00 

47 

107 

Friends*  Asyium  for  tko  hwons.  nomr  Philadelphia.— Admitted  from  Um  opening  of  the  Asylum  in 
ay,  1817,  to  the  mooth  of  Marsh,  182$,  158.— Discharged,  recovered,  53 ;  much  improved,  93  \  im- 
ovad,  17  *,  witboot  apparent  change,  9  ;  died,  91  j  remaining  in  the  homo,  35 ;  total,  158. 

Cou*ocmeut  Asylum,— Whole  number  admitted  from  April  1,  1894,  to  April  1, 1899,  196;  from 
temperance,  23. — Recent  eases  discharged,  96;  remaining,  1 ;  total  97.  Chronic  cases  discharged,  83 , 
snafeninf,  16;  total  99.  Whole  number,  196. — Recovered,  recent  cases,  86  ;  chronic  eases,  14  ; 
tal,  100.— As  to  duration  of  disease,  of  97  recent  cases,  86  recovered  ;  of  99  chronic  cases,  14  re- 


No. 


\rvtf  Comparison  of  the  above  Results,  with  those  deduced  from  the  Experience  of  :ho 

principal  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Europe. 

Proportion  of  Cured. 

Ataitin!.  Corel. 
Mow  York  Lunatic  Asylum,  (from  1795  to  1891,)           1,584         •     700 

Bloomungdat*  Asylum.  (71  years.)                                  1,043  436 

Peuusutoama  Hoipual,  (from  1759  to  1898,)                  3,487  1,954 

PrumuV  Asylum  nomr  Philadelphia,  (8  years,)                 158  53 

Connecticut  Asylum,  (5  years,)                                        196  100 

Mean, 

According  to  Dr.  Casper,  who  has  examined  the  returns  from  the  principal  hospitals  aad  aayluans 
■  lajsnnd  and  France,  the  mean  of  cures  is  as  follows : 


■  every  M0. 
44.19 
41.80 
35.96 


51.01 
41  JO 


"Ie  Pranee,  out  of  MO  insane,  44.81  are  cured. 

b  England,  out  of  100  insane,  37.40 

m  may  however  be  some  fallacy  in  tbeso  general  deductions,  and  1  therefore  add  distinct  returns 
fast  various  institutions. 


1,431 
13,592 


Tko  Cork  Lunatic  Asylum,  (1798  to  1818,) 
mUwotHere  and  Bkctrt.  Paris,  ( 1801  to  1891,) 
Ausrou  near  Monks,  (1814  to  1893,) 
Ssaeura  Hospital,  Milan,  (1803  to  1896,) 
Cnorrnton.  Paris,  (1896-7-8,) 
MotkUm.  London,  (1817  to  1890,) 
ft.  Lnko\  London,  (1800  to  1819,) 

Proportion  of  Cured  in  Recent  and  Old  Cases. 

.Adnitted. 
581 


Corel. 
751 
4,968 


Connecticut  Asylum, 


Recent  cases, 
Old  cases, 

Recent  cases, 
Old  cases, 

Turn  may  he  compared  with  the  result  at  the 

Mssroat  near  York,  (1798  to  1819,)  Recent  cases, 

Old  eases, 

Dr.  Burrows1*  Prioato  Asylum,   Recent  cases, 

Old  cases, 

Glasgow  Lunatic  Asyhm,  Keeent  cases, 

Old  i 


Mow  York  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Bkummngdolc  Asylum, 
PwunsyhmminHosfUai, 
snrisndr  Asylum, 


97 
99 

93 
161 


54 


Caret. 

341 

76 

86 

14 

65 
47 

911 
19 


59.49 
nearly  3040 
99.70 
5840 
33.00 
54.00 
46.00 


58.69 
18,00 

88.66 
14.14 

7045 
99.19 

91.39 
35,18 
50.00 
1340 


efV^wwflflHW* 


1,584 

1443 

3,487 

158 

196 


153 

59 


91 

S 


1  in  101 
1  in  17 
1  ia    6 
1  ia    7 
1  in  94 


According  to  Burrows,  the  mortality  at  the  Wakefield  Lunatie  Asylum,  (T^gmnd.)  to  1  it  4 
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ject  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature,  sustained  it  by  an  elaborate 
report,  and  recommended  the  erection  of  a  spacious  hospital  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  to  accommodate  at  leant  three  hundred  and  fifty 
poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics,  have  our  sincere  and  hearty  thanks.  We 
hope  to  be  able  to  render  them  some  assistance  in  the  accomplishment 
of  their  most  humane  and  noble  design,  by  the  facts  which  are  pre- 
sented in  detail,  and  extensively  circulated  in  this  Report.  We  con- 
sole ourselves  with  the  Ixlicf,  that  the  noble  design  already  conceived, 
Kill  be  speedily  executed.  We  deeply  feel  its  necessity,  from  what  we 
hive  seen  of  the  sufferings  of  lunatics  in  Prison.  The  extreme  destiut- 
tiun,  the  cold,  dark,  damp,  and  filthy  cells  and  vaults  in  which  they  ate 
Ibund;  the  association  of  crime  with  this  most  afflictive  malady  of  tie 
mind;  the  proportion  who  become  incurable  in  consequence  of  this 
perfect  lunacy  of  condition  as  well  mi  of  disease ; — this  is  an  outline,  ad- 
mitting of  a  filling  up,  which  the  state  of  New  York  will  not  need  bet 
in  part,  before  its  enterprise  and  noble  spirit  accomplish  the  object 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Imprisonment  for  Debt. — On  this  subject  we  know  of  nothing  worse. 
m  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  than  in  New  Jersey.  The 
number  committed  to  Prison  for  debt,  according  to  the  population ;  their 
filthy  and  neglectedrconditii>n  while  incarcerated;  the  small  sums  for 
which  it  is  done ;  the  unpen  so  to  sonic  of  the  counties  of  this  dmM 
fruitless,  mode  of  collecting  debts;  the  leaving  nf  debtors  in  Prison  witb- 
cut  any  provision  by  law  for  their  support ; — these  things  cannot  so  re- 
train. The  laws  of  New  Jersey,  pays  a  humane  sheriff  of  one  of  the 
(-.jinnies,  provide  f'wd,  bedding  and  fuel  for  criminals;  but  for  debtor), 
nothing  is  provided  but  wall?,  I)ars,  and  Iwlts.  A  member  of  the  fegis- 
1-ituie  in  New  Jersey  descriliet)  the  condition  of  a  Jail  in  that  state, 
u'her-s  he  had  attempted  to  go  among  the  criminals  and  debtors,  in  one 

!.:  -awl  iJliKrtfc  A.yluip,  1  in  4  ;  Frirvv..  {Mi-hPO  1  in  31  (  Cork  Lnnatie  AnW  (bakua,! 
I  n  H[  CLi.fow  A.Ttum,  (Src-lbml,)  1  i-i  III;  Fri.-ii.l->'  A.jliim  nl  Yr.rk.  lEnalnial,)  1  in£ 

StomliuJ  U  E-njuirol.LL.  mo.Ii-.lk,  In  Pari,  i.  I  in  l;l ;  Av-ria,  (Nap-la*,)  I  in  *. 

■■'rrtrbii  •/  but  u  ib  "-Vr  PaaaiariiM  a-  is.  sitrr.— AnsnUflf  u>  ih>  hid  of  ISO,  lit 
•'.  ,-j  «l  New  Yuri  CD«uin«d  •  |«i|WhlliiD  W'l^H.tlfl.  TMnimtarof  Lunula  suHlS:  lk» 
UroNJi..r..  NJI;  loinl  iSHil,  uf  ]  In  7lll. 

Is  Pcilmci,  lb.  m-D-por-tan  it  1  in-lW;  is  Pari*,  tllKOi  In  Iawd™,  I  is  600 -,  in  Er.ri.an  aai 
Wain,  1  in  'JOOC.— ill,  itn. 

P.  H-— IVMN*  ffara&W,  far  tlH-  ••«  from  April  V,  IMP.  In  April  ST.,  ISM.  Of  two  aaaaral 
i*-.imt>iaUii>lHiapilil,tbmwrnic»vii  rrli-.L-J,  3-2:    li.-rliai-ad  bj  niaurat,  30;  diachMj,  I-, 

dwl,7|  tlSMaininc,  106;  Kiral,  'Ml. 

Mcfjtm  .1ml.-  at  CUtrieiur*.  Mtn.-TMii  nrrini  at  tha  Aijlum,  (run  OmoS",  Kit,  n 

H«i-*t.  ■^rn.isirr'.  .li^LI  I,  fe;'."v,f>  'k  inilfls.sJpTailw/^'iwil'ltarehai.'llw'+l^tiihl, 
L-l  l-wmil-a.  'Aiuliinl.-'A«yliii.j.irtlir.ii;i:,lM,  17  li-m-ik-.— Rrmmivl.Mairli.ni,  |s-?7-«k-™i,  luaak: 
.....I,  fi;  Smle',  1  f..-™lcai  I.-.-.-WI,  II;  .'-  ma  I™,  b-f-nwlw  -.  i^ro.H,  :-.;  1  ■„»(*,  9  nasaa: 
mack  iiurawnl,  *  (tinalM  :  ncotnrral,  9t:  lr,  nil«,  10  fraialci :  Ida]  rciot-ftl,  V;  31  nalah 
■.'ir-naln.— anrainin;,  As.il  1,  IW-j;.  >>  j  S?  1,1*1-- •,  2J  formica. 

K^aratn  r.  maims,,  April  1,  JWT,  -l  ;  -..-  m.la.,  93  nmal--a.  Rr-t-iwrl,  M.rch  31,  IBIS,  TT; 
■fi  m«ti-»,  S»  -tannin.  Tatal  ta  la*  A-,1  .....  lir;  '/(I  u-nlci,  r'>  fomilf-.— ITmfi-i,  1  tnali :  rtH*,i 
l-.ial"»:  amimfjm-W,Ti*aialM,5rriiuil«.:  iiapHnuu,  3 ;  ]  mite,  •>  frm.k. :  m-aca  Tiaar-naa,  t| 
i  ™l«,  &  fr-mak.;    n-omnil,  97 ,  I«  .  ;.  limai™  :    l-alal  idraunnj,  M  ;  Stl  awn.,  91  ar-ataa- 

H-m.Miin*,nr.lr-fAp„l,18*,T91  I  i, ,.,;.,    ■»■*„]«. 

thau-d-raj r™.in-inj,Jan-j«r.  1,  li"*  :,,  :i  I  male,,  H  -Amain.  R-rainH  ta  nataawcr  »,  TI; 
Itocnila-i  31,  IB*;  aslH,  3:  1  anla,  -.'«-.. .,ir.  BmS.S,  a  moi™,  3  Kiuln  :  au  hgnrend,  B; 
■■  mam.ab-inlpi:    imorirW,  1-1  -,  i  ...  r  ,.,,:-.,   much  i-tiprsnd,  10 j  J  aulaa,  7  SrraalHT 

T..-u,.„-d,'.-t-  16 mil--.,  r.fi-ui.l-mj  ul.  „■.  r ,- ..j, Itaeeinber 31, <>S>i  ™— li- .irraanln 

li-r-MinllJ.Ji-nnari  1,1850,69;  -ll  auki,  9*  fMulet. 
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n  mass  of  corruption,  but  the  air  was  in  such  a  state  that  he 
tot  do  it.     Like  a  member  of  Congress  from  Pennsylvania,  who 
fed  to  enter  an  apartment  of  the  old  Jail  in  Washington  city,  a 
its  ago,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat    We  wish  the  retreat  to  the 
"legislation,  in  the  former  case,  as  in  the  latter,  may  be  attended 
le  same  result — the  passing  of  a  law  for  the  renovation  of  the 
system.     We  are  not,  however,  apprized  of  any  modification  of 
s  of  New  Jersey  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  during  the     f 
u*.     But  from  all  we  have  lieard  in  conversation,  learned  by  let-  *  #  / 
observed  personally,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt  in  New' 
wo  think  the  necessity  for  it  is  imperious.' 

5  Prison  at  Lamberton. — Nothing  is  done  effectually  for  the; 
ion  of  this  establishment.  The  state  is  beginning,  therefore,*  to 
he  alarming  consequence,  i.  e.  an  unparalleled  increase  of  con- 
While  New  York,  on  the  one  side,  and  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
ire  adopting  systems  of  Penitentiary  discipline,  calculated  to  de- 
(i  crime  and  produce  reformation  ;  New  Jersey  remains  between 
vith  a  perfect  school  and  lure  for  vice.  Governor  Vroom  says, 
ast  message  to  the  legislature,  "  The  number  of  prisoners,  accord- 
he  lost  report,  was  ninety.  In  1828  the  number  was  eighty-seven, 
w  one  hundred  and  nine  ;  showing  an  increase  beyond  all  former 
e.  May  not  this  extraordinary  increase  be  occasioned,  in  a  great 
e,  by  the  situation  of  our  Prison  1  Are  we  not  holding  out  in- 
mts  to  the  commission  of  crime  within  our  state  ?  And  will  not 
1  continue  to  increase  ?  And  if  so,  is  it  not  time  to  commence 
ient  reformation  ?" 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

isonmentfor  Debt. — The  Philadelphia  Gazette  contained  almost 
j  broad-side  of  its  paper,  during  the  last  winter,  and  during  the 
of  the  legislature,  of  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  which  had 
place  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  within  a  few  months  previous ; 
no  one  of  the  cases,  did  the  sum  for  which  the  debtor  was  com- 
to  Prison,  exceed  one  dollar.  The  whole  number  of  cases  men- 
was  forty.  The  names  of  the  parties  were  given  in  full ;  and  the 
af  the  justices  who  committed  them  ;  'the  amount  of  debt ;  the 

of  costs ;  and  the  length  of  time  they  remained  in  Prison.  The 
unount  of  debts  in  the  forty  cases,  was  923  40$— or  an  average 
cents  each.  Green  lay  in  Jail  from  May  6  to  June  5,  thirty  days, 
ebt  of  72  cents ;  Stullman  lay  in  Jail  from  May  31  to  June  30, 
ays,  for  40  cents ;  Iteysart  lay  in  Jail  from  July  23  to  August  8, 

days,  for  25  cents ;  Cox  lay  in  Jail  from  August  2  to  Septem- 
hirty-one  days,  for  75  cents ;  Butler  lay  in  Jail  from  August  7 
ember  7,  thirty-one  days,  for  68  cents ;  Mable  lay  in  Jail  from 

7  to  August  9,  two  days,  for  2  cents;  Black  lay  in  Jail 
ily  22  to  August  23,  thirty-two  days,  for  2  cents.  The  seven 
i  above  mentioned,  lay  in  Jail  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
n  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  summer  of  1830,  for  seven 
amounting  together  to  $2  84.  Of  the  whole  seven,  one  only 
te  debt,  and  that  was  a  debt  of  25  cents.    It  was  ascertained 
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Marshall,  now  employed  as  deputy  keeper,  whose  character  was  in- 
volved, is  also,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  exculpated  from  blame. 
The  commissioners  for  building  the  Prison,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tib- 
bets,  and  Allen,  are  now  disconnected  with  the  Prison,  and  three  gen- 
tlemen, Messrs.  Van  Courtland,  MacDonald,  and  Fisher,  have  been 
appointed  inspectors. 

The  former  keeper,  Capt.  Lynds,  has  left  the  Prison,  and  Mr.  Wiltsic, 
the  deputy  keeper,  has  been  appointed  keeper  in  his  place,  and  Mr.  Mar- 
shall has  been  appointed  deputy  keeper.  Dr.  Hoffman  and  Mr.  Dick- 
inson are  continued  as  physician  and  chaplain.  Under  the  new  organ- 
ization, the  discipline  of  the  institution  is  highly  commended  by  the 
inspectors.  The  health  is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  physician  to  be 
very  favorable ;  the  hospital  cases  having  been  only  two,  out  of  one  hun- 
dred, and  of  these  a  great  proportion  consisted  of  those  who  were  sick 
when  brought  to  the  Prison.  The  deaths  during  the  year,  out  of  about 
eight  hundred,  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  have  been  sixteen,  or 
about  two  per  cent. ;  of  whom  only  seven  died  of  diseases  contracted  in 
the  Prison.  The  duties  of  the  chaplain  have  been  performed  in  a  man- 
ner highly  satisfactory  to  the  officers  charged  with  the  inspection,  and 
they  accordingly  recommend  that  the  chaplain's  support  be  provided 
wholly  by  the  state,  and  not,  as  in  former  years,  partly  by  this  Society. 
We  shall  close  the  notice  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  with  Mr.  Dick- 
inson's report  as  chaplain,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  To  the  Inspectors  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  State  Prison : 

u  Gentlemen, 

"  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  submit  the  following  communication : 

u  As  your  report  will  probably  be  the  only  medium  through  which  the  moral 
condition  of  this  Prison  will  reach  the  public,  it  would  not  perhaps  on  this  account 
be  considered  out  of  place  to  enter  into  a  more  detailed  statement  of  facts.  But 
while  there  is  evidence  that  the  means  of  moral  and  religious  improvement  have 
not  been  used  without  effect,  I  shall  not  venture  to  dwell  on  such  as  chiefly  lie 
between  the  creature  and  his  Creator,  conscious  that  results  must  remain  in  a  great 
measure  bound  up  in  secrecy  until  the  revelation  of  the  last  day. 

41  My  communication,  therefore,  will  consist  in  the  main  of  means  and  duties. 

"  Besides  the  regular  chapel  service,  it  has  been  my  practice  on  the  Sabbath,  to 
lecture  in  the  hospital,  and  also  to  administer  private  instruction. 

"  Evening  worship  is  maintained  in  the  hospital,  and  in  both  halls  of  the  Prison 
separately.  This  exercine  is  attended  with  encouraging  marks  of  usefulness.  In 
the  gloom  and  stillness  of  evening,  when  darkness  begins  to  gather  in  every  cell, 
when  there  is  nothing  to  interrupt  reflection,  but  every  circumstance  auspiciouj, 
this  is  the  time,  if  ever,  that  a  man  will  be  wrapped  up  in  deep,  serious  contem- 
plation. 

"  Hitherto  the  instructions  usually  given  in  Sunday  school  have  been  confined 
to  the  chaplain,  owing  chiefly  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  judicious  and  respon- 
sible teachers ;  but  we  have  it  in  prospect  very  soon,  and  I  might  say  it  has  already 
begun,  to  receive  the  aid  of  others,  and  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages  ot  a  Sunday 
school.  During  the  past  year,  sixty  or  seventy  were  found  incapable  of  reading. 
On  manifesting  an  anxiety  to  learn,  they  have  received  my  almost  daily  attention. 
Spelling-books  were  procured  by  the  agent;  and  their  improvement  in  general  ha* 
been  what  might  be  expected  of  those  who  were  anxious  to  learn.  Some  have  laid 
aside  the  spelling-book ;  and  in#a  short  time,  it  is  hoped  all  will  be  able  to  read  the 
Scriptures. 

"  There  have  several  cases  occurred  of  a  deep  and  pungent  sense  of  crime  as 
committed  against  God — apparent  humiliation,  and  other  exercises  which  can  only 
be  accounted  for  satisfactorily  by  ascribing  them  to  a  divine  influence.  *n»e*e  an? 
characterized  by  reatly  submission,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  justice  of  their 
punishment,  a  cheerful  enjoyment  of  religious  privileges;  and,  what  is  worthy  ot 
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remark,  they 'have  scarcely  ever  given  the  slightest  intimation  of  a  deaire  of  deliver- 
ance or  pardon  from  Prison. 

"  Many,  during  the  last  year,  have  committed  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
Scripture  to  memory. 

"There  are  several  interesting  facts  connected  with  this  subject,  that  cannot  be 
embraced  in  the  narrow  limits  of  this  communication.  The  duties  to  be  discharged 
in  this  great  moral  waste,  are  equally  arduous  and  responsible.  Among  a  class  of 
men  so  diversified  in  point  of  intellect,  as  well  as  of  guilt  and  moral  sense,  there  is 
room  for  the  most  cautious  and  faithful  application  of  divine  truth.  And  it  is  due 
to  the  agent,  as  well  as  officers  of  the  Prison  generally,  to  add,  that  every  desirablo 
facility  has  been  given  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties." 

House  of  Refuge  in  the  City  of  New  York.— This  (the  first  of  the 
kind  in  this  country)  most  noble  and  extensive  institution,  three  miles 
north  of  the  City  Hall,  is  pursuing  its  delightful  way,  as  in  former  year?. 
We  condense  from  the  sixth  and  last  report  the  following  important  in- 
formation. The  managers  say,  in  the  body  of  their  report,  "that  they 
are  constrained  to  repeat  their  belief,  that  it  is  the  consumption  of  ardent 
spirits,  and  the  influence  of  the  theatres,  which  contribute  more  than  all 
other  causes  to  the  numbers  sent  to  the  Refuge."  They  say,  also,  that 
"of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  inmates  committed  during  the  past  year, 
sixty  onljr  were  children  of  American  parents ;  while  eighty-four  were 
children  of  foreigners.  Of  these,  forty-one  were  of  Irish,  and  twenty-three 
of  English  extraction."  "  Since  the  opening  of  the  institution,  six  years 
ago,  eight  hundred  juvenile  delinquents  have  been  received,  and  six 
hundred  and  fifty  of  these  hare  been  disposed  of  in  different  ways." 
The  managers  add,  "  that  they  can  already  point  to  hundreds  of  cases 
in  which  idle  and  dissolute,  and  even  criminal,  children  of  both  sexes, 
hare  been  reclaimed,  snatched  as  it  were  from  the  steep  leading  to  in- 
evitable destruction,  and  moulded  into  well-behaved,  sober,  moral,  indus- 
trious and  modest  young  artisans,  farmers,  seamen,  seamstresses,  &c. ; 
some  of  them  already  grown  up,  married,  and  respectably  settled  in  life." 
Again,  "  some  of  the  finest  young  seamen  in  the  navy  have  been  taken 
from  the  Refuge.  Others  have  been  entered  in  the  whaling  business, 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  their  employers,  and  with  profit  to  themselves. 
There  has  been  general  good  conduct  among  these,  and  some  of  thorn 
are  at  the  present  time  engaged  as  officers  in  that  hardy  and  lucrative 
service.  Others  are  seamen  engaged  in  different  branches  of  commer- 
cial enterprise  ;  and  one  of  the  reformed  inmates  of  this  institution,  has 
recently  sailed  from  one  of  our  ports,  the  second  mate  of  an  Indiaman. 
Many  are  now  engaged,  under  very  favorable  circumstances,  as  appren- 
tices in  the  art  of  husbandry.  The  term  of  service  of  some  has  expired, 
and  they  have  grown  up  respectable  young  men.  One  of  these  has  mar- 
ried and  settled  down  a  good  citizen.  Some  of  the  number  have  be- 
come respectable  mechanics.  One  of  these  (a  very  hard,  but  ultimately 
a  very  interesting  case]  became  decidedly  devout  while  in  the  Refuge. 
His  whole  temper  and  disposition  were  changed  to  mildness  and  docility. 
He  was  bound  out  to  a  trade — has  acquired  it — and,  having  married  a 
respectable  girl,  is  now  established  and  engaged  in  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  a  lucrative  business.  Several  6ases  have  occurred  where 
young  girls,  guilty  of  different  offences  have  been  thoroughly  reclaimed 
from  the  paths  of  iniquity.  Of  these,  some  have  been  bound  to  service 
at  distant  places  in  the  country,  where  their  deportment  was  in  all  re- 
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spects  so  excellent,  that  they  hare  married  respectably,  and  arc  now 
discharging  the  duties  of  affectionate  wives  and  mothers.  And  the  re- 
ports from  great  numbers  of  others  of  both  sexes,  whose  periods  of  service 
have  not  expired,  are  of  the  most  gratifying  and  even  animating  descrip- 
tion. With  these  facts  before  us,  is  there  not  much  cause  for  rejoicing 
that  Providence  has  in  such  numerous  instances  smiled  upon  the  Iabor3 
of  this  institution  I" 

We  shall  close  our  notice  of  this  institution  with  a  letter  from  the 
superintendent  to  the  managers,  with  his  account  of  the  character  of 
the  only  subject  who  died  during  the  last  year,  out  of  nearly  two  hun- 
dred youth  and  children,  and  with  copious  notes  from  the  appendix  ti 
the  report  of  the  managers,  exhibiting  vastly  important  statistical  infor- 
mation concerning  the  establishment.* 

*  Thore  wfro  in  the  houM  when  the  taut  report  wm  made— hops,  133 ;  girU,  38.    Total,  IGsV. 

Uf  those  previously  dispose  i  of,  there  hove  been  returned— boys,  20  *,  g uln,  5.    Total,  25. 

hVcriml  during  the  pact  year— boy*,  113 ;  girl*,  31.    Total,  144.   Grand  total, 335. 

Of  whom  there  hire  been  indentured— how,  V&  \  g  irk,  93.    Total,  13d. 

ltoiurued  to  frfcnds— boys,  8;  girls,  3.     iotal,  II. 

Returned  to  the  alms-house — l»oys,  5 ;  girls,  9.    Total,  7. 

Ofag* — girl*, G. 

To  the  (teoeral  Sessions — Imys,  1. 

rtoeuasod  (tick  with  consumption  when  received) — hoy,  1 

Now  in  the  house — Imys,  141;  girls,  40.    Total,  181. 

Committed  by  tlie  following  authorities,  viz: — Boyt — Commissioners  of  the  alrns-limue.  31 — Pirilcr 
nl*  Now  York  County,  5J— Hpecial  Sessions  of  do.,  1 — General  Hcssion*  of  do.,  IU) — Erie,  Ouasty  Set* 
moiis,  A — Alftany  County  Session*,  3—  King '■  County  tfessioii*,  7 — Herkimer  County  Scwione,  1 — Au- 
burn State  Prison,  8— Sin*  tfng  State  Prison.  1 .    Total,  1 13. 

(iirls— Commissioners  of  alma-bouse,  17 — 1'oltce  of  New  York,  11 — Court  of  Special  fuaiioni,  1— 
Alhany  County,  2.    Total,  31.  , 

Of  tlie  above  number,  are  children  of  American  parentage,  60 — Irish,  41— English,  Tl    flcrmin.T 
Scotch,  3 — lulian,  1— French,  1— Unknown,  8.    Total,  144,    The  parents  of  sixty -throe  of  the  alwte 
(iiil.irau  are  Irtmpavte. 

Indenture  J  during  the  part  year: — Boys— to  farmer*,  30 — tea  service  of  various  kind*,  31— hhct- 
Ktuilb*,  t>— cloth  metitifaciiirors,  10— hairdresser,  1— cabinet  maker,  1 — pianoforto  maker,  1— l«4losr« 
maker,  1— n:iprr  maker,  1 — shoo  milkers,  4— sugar  manufacturer*.  1*J — whip  manufacturer,  1— tailors, i 
— *nddler,  1— comb  manufacturer,  1—  mn*on,  1 — hatter,  1.    Total,  100. 

l*irl«— domestic  service,  tailorusscs,  kc.,*J). 

work  doke  ar  the  both. 

Cane  Chair  B*U*m  Manu/iuiury. — Cnn*  chair  bottoms,  3.11  down  plain  rnnpl'  sent* — 294  doz«*n  pUi 
«nlid  frouts — 143  dozen  eurlod  und  bird's  eye  fronts — 18  down  curtal  sewing  chair  front* — Sldeiva 
curled  solid  front,  rained  hack  and  box  seut — 17  dozen  lar~«  soats  and  backs  cioud  for  arm  chairs. 
Total,  847  dozen.    311  settee  seats. 

Brtuh  JUma/fccterjr.— 1000  dozen  shoe  brushes — 901  dozen  *rnibhing  brushes  600  dozen  hair 
brushes— 500  dozen  rloth  brushes — 100  dozen  horse  l>ru<dn*s — ."mI  dozen  hat  bru«hos— 50  doaeo  ffcsh 
brushes — 10  dozen  nail  brushes— 10  dozen  table  brash** — 9000  lb*.  brittle*,  aitortul  and  combed— 
1 1 K)  lbs.  bristles  picked— 1400  lbs.  bristles  washed  and  blear hcil— 1(j0U  dtizt-n  «i»oe  brushy  finished— 
2  W  dozen  scrubbing  brushes  finished — 600  down  hair  brunh«-«  thmlird — TiiiO  dozen  cloth  brushes 
finished— 100  dozen  horse  brushes  finished — 50  dozen  hat  brushes  fiuished— 00  doxen  flesh  brashes 
fiiiished — 10  dozen  table  brushes  finished. 

Sees  Slum. — Tlie  boys  make  and  mend  all  the  ftho"s  used  by  the  subjects  in  both  bouses.  New  shoes 
made  for  the  iiso  of  the  house  the  past  year,  400  pair.    Mended,  a  large  quantity. 

Cfsrpeafcr'*  Shop. — Soap  and  candle  boxes,  20,175. 

Offer  Work  dame  fry  Car  Bvft. — Tilling  tlie  ground  ;  working  in  the  -anions.  All  the  cooking  for  the 
mule  bouse  has  been  done  by  tbnm :  they  whitewash  and  ckiaus<*  tln«ir  own  apartments,  and  mend  all 
tlieir  woollen  clothes;  pick  wool ;  cut  roots  ami  earsananlla ;  cluan  and  eorl  gu:ru  aaddru~r fbr 
apotboe  tries,  ate.  etc. 

WORK    D'ljJZ    BY    THE   GIRLS. 

Shirts  made, 300—  pantaloons, 703— roundabout  jackets,  527— chemiuM,  1ft." — frocks,  1.11 — aprons,  ?  1 
— wai«tcnats,  45— petticoats,  44 — iiijfht-cap*,  1 1 1»— Vandykes,  104—  pilbiw-caae*,  HM  ■ham.  200— 
-.  !iows,  K— pillow-tick*,  16— boUters,  1 — mocking*  run,  4  3)  pair — "locking*  footeil,  16  pair— unreal* 
•n*.lo  and  quilted,  Id— brown  rollers,  195— diaper  towel*,  13— brown  towels,  19—  pantal<«ms  mended, 
*.',  17b— shirts  mended,  2,69+—  bed-ticks  maoded,  114— bbinkeu  mended,  360— shevU  made  for  hoe- 
l<iul,  91— pieces  washed,  46,800. 

school  aaroRT. 
Prom  the  1st  of  January  to  December  31, 1830,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  children  have  entered 
vrbool.  71  of  the  above  number  could  not  read.  9J  of  tlie  71  did  not  know  a  Intier  i  ihey  were  fturu 
Mo  16  years  of  age :  average,  11  years  6  months.  51  were  in  the  second,  third  and  fourth  cmewe ; 
they  were  from  10  to  16  yean  of  age:  average,  19  years  6  months.  45  entered  the  fimt  rea.liatf 
cbiates,  viz.  sixth  and  seventh  -,  28  in  the  more  advanced,  or  eighth  and  ninth.  32  of  the  141  arv  all 
that  knew  any  this*  of  arithmetic.    21  of  the  33  wero  in  Addition. 


SIXTH   REPOR1 


1831. 


487 


Letter  from  the  Superintendent. 

m 

"  You  ask,  gentlemen,  the  causes  of  the  coramitment  of  our  inmates.  I  would 
it  refer  you  to  the  number  of  intemperate  parents  ascertained — doubting  not.  but, 
the  truth  was  known,  there  are  many  more  of  this  class  than  the  parents  of  the 
:ty -three  I  have  mentioned.  The  consequence  is,  the  children  are  neglected, 
d  suffered  to  run  about  the  streets,  to  form  acquaintance  and  connexion  with 
ler  and  idly-trained  boys  and  girl*.  They  next  bepin  to  pilfer — sleep  out  night*, 
nind  the  market  places,  &c. ;  and,  as  their  depravity  naturally  leads  them  from 
e  step  of  vice  to  another,  they  begin  10  find  the  power  of  money,  not  only  to 
itify  their  appetites,  but  by  degrees  are  led  to  different  places  of  amusement, 
rich  in  their  nature  are  very  seducing.  Indulgence  does  but  create  stronger 
ipositioiM  to  obtain  the  mean*  for  attending  circuses,  theatres,  fcc.  and  wo 
■ely  receive  a  child  of  any  years,  who  is  not  quite  familiar  with  either  the  one  or 
t  other  or  both.  We  have  one  of  the  strongest  instances  of  the  infatuation  pro- 
ced  by  theatrical  amusements,  now  in  the  Howe,  that  we  recollect  to  have  wii- 
sc*ed.  He  is  a  youth  of  highly  respectable  parentage,  and  his  father  had  the 
uns  and  disposition  to  give  him  a  liberal  education.  Much  pains  and  expense 
sre  incurred  to  qualify  him  for  college,  and  he  actually  entered  one  of  those 
ininarie*,  where  he  spent  part  of  two  sessions.  But  while  quite  young,  he  was 
ten  to  the  theatre,  by  a  person  unknown  to  his  parents,  and  continued  to  atteud 
ere  for  a  length  of  time,  before  it  was  discovered  by  them.  When  it  became 
own  to  them,  they  set  their  faces  strongly  against  it ; — but  such  was  his  prop^n- 

Duriog  the  nail  year,  the  promotion*  hire  been  a*  follow* : — 90  hare  Seen  promoted  from  the  lit  to 

claa* ;  19  from  2d  to  3d  clam  j  96  from  3d  to  4th  cU«s ;  3t  Own  4th  to  5th  clam;  96  from  3th  to 

i  claiM ;  47  from  6th  to  7th  ches ;  31  from  7th  to  Wh  clan*  ;  and  31  from  8th  to  9th  cIiim. 

Of  thoae  who  eatered  the  arithmetic  chunee,  there  hate  been  an  equal  number  of  promotion*. 

In  the  ninth  claa*  there  are  twenty-one  children,*  who  rend  history  and  study  geography. 

Forty-two  write  on  paper;  one  hundred  and  t«n  write  on  slates. 

With  thia  exhibit  of  the  hnprntemeiit  of  the  children,  the  teacher  remark*,  that   the  regular 

d  stated  employment  of  the  children,  oight  hour*  \*-t  day,  doe*  not  appear  in  any  wi*e  to  militate 

!aiMi  aa  sunceaafiil  a  proaoeution  of  their  studies,  during  the  time  allotted  them,  aM  ia  observed  in  our 

Wie  sebool*. 

ThefJabhath  eehool  is  alto  ander  the  nolo  care  of  the  teacher  ;  and  it  i«  gratifying  to  amy,  the  alten- 

aa  given  to  the  reading;  and  searching  the  Eloly  Script  mrs,  aflordi  reason  to  hope,  that  many  of  our 


lildran  will  hereafter  (as  many  already  have  done/  dnte  tb«-ir  acquaintance  with  that  "salvation" 
Mch  ia  no  where  taught,  fare  id  the  ••  lively  oracle*,"  tu  Sabbath  school  instruction  teeeived  in  the 
oote  of  Refuse. 

It  appears  du*  in  thi«  place  to  advert,  with  thankfulnc««,  to  tiy*  vary  liberal  donations  which  ha»*» 
en  imvle  from  timo  to  time,  by  the  Young  Men'*  Bible  Society  of  New  York,  auxiliary  to  the  .Vjurr.*- 
iu  Bible  Society  :  nor  should  the  monthly  *i»its  of  tho  friond*  of  Sabbath  ncbooU,  who  a/e  c&ieful  to 
•went  us  with  their  monthly  reward*,  for  the  encoura-cment  of  such  children  aa  axe  diligent  iu 
arching  the  Scriptures,  be  forgotten. 

HI  A*iEM  Or  THS   CHIU»EX   RCCKITFD    IJtTO    T1IK    REPUilE    SIXCE    IT    WAS  OrZSBV,  JA,3t.  1,.IS33^ 

Tu  JAN.  1,  1831. 
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TU*  number  of  children  recoiveil  into  tlm  Keftigo  «inee  it  wm  opened,  Jni  nary  1, 1895,  to  Janaary  I, 
31,  that  have  been  in  {'laces  of  confinement,  vix. : — In  BhdttceU—Cu  hive  been  once ;  96  twice ; 
three  time*;  3  four  tunes  ;  5  five  times  ;  and  1  ten  tiinri.  In  Penitentiary — 13  hare  boon  six 
ntht',  3  twelve  month* ;  4 eighteen  month*  j  I  thirty  month*  ;  9  thirty-six  nmntht.  In  Stat*  Primrn — I. 
CterorUr  •ftkr  Pmrtntt  9f  Children  received  into  the  Refu ^o-r'arents  in  Uridewell,  3i  •.  Peaitfla- 
*r,  16;  fc*tate  Prison,  9;  intemperate,  464 ;  house*  of  ill  fame,  i) ;  puruui*  allow  iug  oniUreu  to 
•I,  10 ;  parents  receiving  the  avails  of  stolen  goods,  8. 

fine*  the  opening  of  the  House  of  Refu?*,  there  have  been  committed  a  ad  received  iato  :*   eight, 
adrad  and  thirty-foar  children.    Boys,  625— Girl*,  906.    Total  834. 

•  Thhtasibite  the  •sue  of  tht  KheaU,  stli  ami 
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sity  thitherward,  that,  in  tho  first  instance,  if  means  could  not  be  obtained,  be 
would  sell  his  school  books — then  his  mother'*  silver  spoons,  and  books  from  his 
father's  library ;  and,  when  these  were  not  obtainable,  would  chance  away  his  best 
clothes  for  inferior  ones,  to  obtain  the  diflcrcne  o,  /ur  the  purpose  of  gratifying  him- 
self  in  these  amusement*.  It  had  such  an  intluenc*.*  upon  him,  as  to  become  a  per- 
fect infatuation.  He  would  not  attend  to  his  literary  pursuits,  and  would  stop  at 
nothing  to  obtain  money,  that  ho  might  indulge  bis  passion.  To  prevent  greater 
disgrace,  his  friends  interfered,  and  had  him  sV.ni  here.  Wu  have  not  discovered 
that  this  youth  is  besot  by  any  other  propensity.  And  had  it  not  been  lor  this, 
(here  is  no  probability  that  his  parents'  Jiv.--.rfs  would  have  been  wounded  in  so  ten- 
der a  point,  an  J  ono  of  our  colleges  won  id  d.»uV  !•.■••<  now  have  had  one  more  respect- 
able and  promising  young  man  enrolbd  u;>jh  In  catalogue.  And  while  we  look 
over  our  large  family,  we  see  many  under  our  ere,  who,  had  they  been  blessed 
with  sober  an  J  industrious  parent.*,  woul.I  'iouhile.-v*  have  made  such  children  as  we 
all  shoulJ  have  been  proud  uf,  had  tiny  ben  zr.u.4  of  our  own.  We  consider  the 
inculcation  and  practice  of  induitrious  habits,  a  powerful  means  of  restoring  to  a 
good  state  of  feeling,  this  young  claa* — lonncciud  with  those  moral  and  religious 
precepts  taught  in  tluj  liiblc.  Notwzih<-aiidiiii'  1  do  not  see  visibly,  always,  uV 
fruits  of  religious  instruction ;  still,  knowing  from  the  influence  of  a  kind  lather's 
precepts  and  example  upon  my  own  ;..iiu),  I  pursue  xny  labors  cheerfully,  be- 
lieving the  impressions  will  bo  lasting  and  powerful  in  more  mature  age. 

"  Oi  the  larger  and  more  boneless  cbtu,  wc  ha»v.  scat  them  long  voyages  to  sea. 
where  they  will  arrive  to  maniiood  in  this  honest  and  iudustrbus  calling — hoping 
thit  on  their  return,  those  bubbles  and  toy-,  that  in  their  youth  glistened  in  their 
ryes  li'-ce  the  diamond,  will  have  lost  their  rjunn*.  Some,  it  is  true,  have  disgraced 
themselves,  and  brought  sorrow  to  the  '.ump-s  of  thi*  managers  of  this  institution, 
who  devote  much  of  iheir  time,  by  day  an-!  by  id^ht.  fi>r  tho  interest  of  these  unfor- 
tunate juvenile  delinquents,  without  f  c  ur  reward,  other  than  the  satisfaction  they 
must  experience,  at  having  done  oil  in  thrir  power  to  reclaim  and  to  save  then*, 
by  placing  them  in  a  way  to  obtain  a  re  pee'.abie  and  honest  livelihood.  Yet,  oti 
the  other  hand,  they  arc  cheered  to  see.  row  and  then,  a  hearty  and  hardy  tar  return 
from  his  voyage,  and  pass  even  his  ov.n  relatives  to  come  up  with  his  certifi- 
cate of  good  conduct  from  his  captain  or  merchant,  first  to  creel  his  kind  benefac- 
tors at  the  Refuge.  I  now  recollect  two  loy:'.  rtb»  once  aiforded  hut  little  hop*. 
•  who  arc  now  mate*  of  ships  out  of  thi>  p:>r',  on  •  of  v,  nr.u  :s  intrusted  with  large 
amounts  cf  \ uluable  property,  and  is  ;*cn  i  'mvi.I  to  !..;  a  young  L.an  of  stricter 
integrity. 

"  As  to  the  children  oceasiouallv  rcrl»:s;:«  -1  upon  our  hands,  while  we  are  cor.: • 
pcllcd  to  «uy  some  are  unworthy  of  tho  *iat:,in*  tiu-y  were  placed  in— yet  with  sl< 
lh-3  vigilance  and  industry  of  our  iri(!i*n:i!.-:i.^  ro;ii.riiiteo,  who  spare  no  pains  u 
obtain  information  not  only  of  the  respi«:t,d  i:*y,  but  litne.>*of  the  families  oi  pcrnuu* 
applying  to  them  for  apprentices  from  th?  Rei-i»<\  yet  sometimes  children  are  i:n- 
happily  loratrd — or  more  is  expected  fro:ii  th«\M  than  it  U  reasonable  to  require  fm 
children  of  their  age.  A  striking  in<itanv.»  ,|S  .'his  iuoiiicut  occurs  to  my  mind.  A 
gentleman  of  respectability  obtained  a  litle  \\h\. — His  family  became  so  dissatisfied 
with  her,  that  the  gentleman  put  her  o'it  to  hoard  fur  a  short  time  until  he  eotM 
make  application  to  the  indenturing  comiit\-4\  an  I  have  an  opportunity  of  return- 
ing her  to  the  Refuge,  which  he  did  with  an  appe  uaniv  of  strong  dislike,  &c.  AH 
were  fully  satisfied  that  his  complaint-;  uriv  witho'it  ju*t  rrounds,  and  aftt r  rctiiv 
ing  her  a  few  months,  ano'her  favorahl.*  opportunity  o.'icrcd  to  send  her  to  UV 
West.  After  she  had  been  out  sever  d  moirht  ihr  a»*cond  time,  the  gculfcanu'i 
brother  came  a  few  day*  since,  nearly  thrvr  u  i!.:v.  to  tell  us  how  highly  his  bnrtte" 
and  family  were  plcx>ed  with  the  little  ;;i;d,  and  that  she  wib  the  admiration  of  d* 
neighborhood. 

"From  one  neighborhood  in  Mas.«.irh  :<*v",s,  we  have  lately  had  an  account  fraw 
five  boys  who  arc  all  doing  well,  and  wore  xrry  much  beloved.  From  one  phrr 
in  Connecticut,  six  of  our  boys  are  all  doing  well ;  an  I,  gentlemen,  T  could  till  a  little 
volume  with  interesting  fact-,  like  the  frr»»Eningf  «**  we  always  keep  an  account  oi 
parentage,  former  life,  conduct  in  the  f  rnu«c,  reports  from  their  masters  after  beine 
indentured,  and  even  after  they  are  fr.«.\  irnrried,  and  Mettled  in  business,  wits 
great  care  and  precision,  and  have  now  n.oru  than  eight  hundred  of  these  histories  of 
cases  that  have  (alien  to  our  care." 

This  letter  from  the  *,  ^erintendent  is  closed  with  a  brief  notice  of 
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the  life  and  death  of  the  only  youth  who  died  in  tltc  Refuge  during  the 
vcar. 

• 

*«  Hi*  name  was  John  Gillcn — between  11  and  12  years  of  age.  He  had  natu- 
rally a  pood  disposition—  but  hi*  former  habit*  were  such  as  might  be  expected 
from  a  child  living  in  one  of  the  mo«t  abandoned  parts  of  the  city — without  father 
cr  mother,  or  any  other  care-taker  than  an  aunt,  who  wished  him  away  from 
her,  unless  he  could  bring  her  somt>  money.  He  was  sent  here  by  tho  commis- 
sioner*, on  the  6th  of  Aucu<>t.  1M »'.  About  five  months  previous  to  his  death,  he  was 
taken  with  the  scurlet  fever,  which  terminated  in  the  consumption.  During  his 
illness  he  was  frequently  admonished  of  hi*  approaching  dissolution,  and  of  the 
necessity  of  a  preparation  to  meet  the  change:  and  occasionally  prayers  were  offered 
up  with  him,  and  he  was  pressed  to  look  to  his  Redeemer  for  mercy,  which,  for 
ome  time,  he  was  daily  in  the  practice  of.  He  appeared  to  die  in  a  very  happy 
frame  of  mini.  A  few  minutes  before  his  der.th,  he  was  asked  if  he  thought  he 
ihould  go  to  heaven.  He  answered,  *  1  wish  I  Mas  there  now,*  and  requested  the 
children  standing  round  his  bed  to  sin^  the  following  lines : 

'  O  how  happy  arc  they. 
Who  their  Savior  ol.ey, 

And  liave  laid  up  ihV>r  treasure  above ! 
Tongue  can  nevci*  express 
Tlic  sweet  comforts  and  peace 

Of  a  soul  in  its  earliest  love/  ice. 

"  He  made  an  cflbrt  to  join  in  singing ;  but  his  strength  would  not  allow.  After 
they  sang  three  verses,  he  strove  to  fay  something ;  but  was  too  far  gone,  and  im- 
mediately breathed  his  last,  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan.1' 

Establishment  for  the  Criminal  and  Pauper  Population  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  on  BlaclaceUs  Island. — This  establishment  is  near  the 
HMith  end  of  the  island  on  the  East  River,  about  three  miles  from  the 
City  Hall,  and  is  in  full  view  of  the  steam  boats  passing  into  the  sound. 
The  jsjajid  contains  about  one  hundred  acres  of  fertile  land,  and  an  in- 
cxhaustible  quarry  of  free-stone,  thus  securing  a  profitable  employment 
either  in  agriculture  or  quarrying  stone,  to  its  future  inhabitants,  the 
tenants  of  the  old  crowded  Alms-house,  and  most  destructive  Peniten- 
tiary. The  buildings  on  the  island,  as  far  as  they  are  erected,  arc  on 
the  principle  of  furnishing  to  oach  tenant  a  solitary  dormitory.  A  cen- 
tre building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  keeper,  and  the  north  wing, 
containing  between  two  and  three  hundred  dormitories,  corresponding 
vith  the  south  wing,  which  was  erected  when  our  last  Report  was  writ- 
ten, have  been  building  during  the  last  year.  These  wings,  containing 
the  dormitories,  are  so  arranged  as  to  afford  the  keeper  from  the  centre 
building  a  perfect  supervision  of  both.  If  the  remaining  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  2,000  paupers  and  criminals,  should  be  as  well  con- 
structed for  the  purpose  of  securing  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and 
constant  and  convenient  supervision,  New  York  would  be  furnished 
with  one  of  the  most  convenient,  economical,  and  salutary  establish- 
ments for  its  poor  and  vicious  inhabitants,  so  far  as  location  with  refer- 
ence to  health,  beauty,  convenience  and  profitable  employment,  and  the 
construction  of  the  buildings  with  reference  to  separation,  supervision, 
and  wholesome  and  salutary  discipline  and  instruction,  are  concerned, 
to  be  found  in  the  United  States.  We  have  not  been  without  some 
apprehension,  that  the  important  principles  on  which  the  buildings 
are  constructed  thus  far,  would  be  departed  from,  before  all  the  build- 
ings are  finished.  But  rather  than  have  it  so,  we  would  almost  be  will- 
ing that  this  Society  should  remove  the  whole  weight  of  its  influence, 
if  it  would  be  sufficient  to  prevent  it,  to  the  city  of  New  York;  such  is 
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our  conviction  of  the  importance  and  utility  of  solitary  dormitories  i 
the  criminal  and  pauper  part  of  our  population ;  and  of  having  an  Aim 
house  and  Penitentiary  in  the  city  of  New  York — the  great  centre  < 
influence  in  our  land — properly  constructed. 

Asylum  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics. — By  a  late  report  to  tl 
legislature,  it  appears  that  there  were  in  1835,  in  the  state  of  New  Yorl 
819  lunatics;  1421  idiots;  total,  2240;  or  one  to  every  seven  btindn 
and  twenty-one  souls.  Of  the  lunatics,  only  £6B  were  able  to  pt 
for  their  own  support  "  The  other  five  hundred  Mid  fifty-six/'  say  tl 
committee  of  the  legislature,  "  were  insane  paupers,  eitlier  confiue 
in  private  families,  poor-houses,  or  jails ;  or  roaming  at  large,  a  tern 
to  others,  and  supported  as  paupers  or  by  charity."  For  this  mast  o 
insanity  and  wretchedness,  the  state  of  New  York  has  one  irrcorponrte 
Asylum  at  Bloomingdale,  for  the  accommodation  of  two  hundi  °d,  prif 
cipally  used  for  those  who  can  support  themselves,  and  a  private  Asflm 
at  Hudson  for  fifty  more  of  tlte  same  class ;  leaving  about  the  s^0 
number  without  any  public  provision  for  their  support,  as  they  are  o. 
the  destitute  and  friendless  class.  This  state  of  things  is  one,  in  tht 
opinion  of  the  committee,  which  calls  loudly  for  legislative  and  imme 
diatc  provision.  The  committee  accordingly  appeal  to  the  example 
of  Massachusetts,  which,  say  they,  "  with  a  population  two  thirds  le* 
than  that  of  New  York,  and  with  poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics  less  in 
the  same  proportion,  and  an  incorporated  Asylum  nearly  as  large  « 
that  at  Bloomingdale,  is  exhibiting  the  laudable  example  of  providing 
in  an  effectual  manner,  for  the  safe  keeping  and  cure  of  her  pauper 
lanatics,  in  an  establishment  recently  commenced  for  this  purpose,  on 
nn  extensive  plan,  at  Worcester."  The  committee  pass  in  rapid  review 
tho  principal  lunatic  asylums  in  America  and  in  Europe,  naming  among 
other  vastly  important  and  interesting  facts,  that  the  Connecticut  Retreat 
tit  ffartfordj  is  the  most  successful  in  the  United  States,  in  the  proper* 
Hon  of  its  cures,  and  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  world.  The 
committee  refer  the  public  to  Statistical  Notices  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum?, 
by  T.  R.  Beck,  M.  D.,  published  in  the  transactions  of  the  Albany  lu- 
rtitute,  vol.  1.  No.  3.  We  have  obtained,  and  now  present,  in  a  con- 
densed form,  this  valuable  and  important  information  in  the  notes  br- 
low  ;*  for  it  is  a  cause  which  this  Society  has  kept  in  view  with  the 
most  intense  interest,  in  consequence  of  the  number  and  condition  of 

"•  From  Statistical  Notice  ofLvnatk  Asylums,  by  T.  Ronxyn  Beck. 

Lunitie  Asylum  in  ctmneium  with  fJU  As*  York  JJ**pi/ef.— Admitted  Ann  Jaanmry  31 ,  17*,  ■■' 
July  21,  1*21,1584.— Discharged,  recovered,  700 ;  relieved.  SMI ;  discharged  from  varioni  caiwe»,s 
»>?  rennet,  or  rloped.  437;  incurable,  II  ;  died,  l.W,  transferred  to  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum.  Jar/ 31 
lf»2l,  5-2 ;  total,  1A84—  Gskmw.  Thane  are  not  given  in  the  printed  report*,  with  the  single  esefptioa 
thnt  for  soma  vear«  the  eaiaa  originating  in  intemperance  are  mentioned.  Thus  in  IBl4,thert ** 
17  from  that  cause;  in  181.%  9;  in  1616,  4 ;  in  WI7.5;  in  1818, 87;  in  1819, 40;  la  1898,9?;  I 
l>-0>,  :«-- 1.1  mate*  and  19  females  ;  total  for  eight  years,  147,  out  of  about  670  cases,  or  apwarm  < 
»«ne  fourth  of  tlte  whole  number. 

Bloomingdale  AsjUm.— The  namhers  to  the  end  of  the  year  1P9B,  will  stand  thus  s— AdaUM* 
from  the  97th  July,  1811,  to  the  31st  Dee.  18*28, 1043.— Dieobarjred,  recovered,  436  \  araeh  improved,* 
nnprovMl,  1 16  ;  relieved,  7:  hv  request,  198;  improper  objecU,'  3;  e loped,  89  ;  uaiawproved,  * 
«Ii«-<t,5Q ;  remaining,  Dee.  31, lt<86,89;  toUl,  1043.— From  intemperance  in  1899,33  eases;  in  1893,9 

J.tnatu  Department  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hmpit(tt.~-  The  following  table  is  the  raeaJt  sfiw 
rantful  ••xaminatinn  of  the  mounts  <h  the  hospital  since  its  commencement  to  the  96th  of  April,  IS 
l,>  Mr.  W.  «*.  Malin,£b»rk  of  lite  Institution  :— 

IV/boW  number  of  eases  admitted  during  the  above  period,  •       3487 

Of  jJMtse,  Ibere  are  designated  a*  insanity  strictly,        ...  394$ 

And  dfclirlum  tremens,  or  insani:y  mused  by  Intemperance,      -       -      tM9) 


SIXTH   REPORT— 1881. 


41 


*e  lunatics  we  hate  seen  in  Prison.  Some  of  the  descriptions  of  tl 
senes  which  we  have  witnessed,  contained  in  the  former  Reports  of  th 
ociety,  ha?e  contributed  something,  we  doubt  not,  to  the  public  intere 
i  favor  of  the  Asylum  at  Worcester,  and  through  that,  and  in  oth< 
ring,  to  the  movement  in  the  state  of  New  York.  The  committe 
Lessrs.  Paige,  Savage,  and  Gansevoort,  who  have  introduced  this  su 


Cases  of  huannujrom  February  11, 1793,  to  April  96, 1898. 


IbnJ. 

Carat 

]UIbf«L 

1—miisy 

rriwMh. 

* 

DM. 

1-t* 

Umu          9418 
ssstiss,       1009 

3487 

010 
344 

1954        ' 

4SS 
950 

709 

444 

924 

668 

188 

49 

930 

364 
169 

596 

60 

47 

107 

%*  Asylum  for  tks  humus,  near  PttZadefoaie.-- Admitted  from  the  opening  of  tho  Asyrna 
by»  1817,  to  the  month  of  March,  1893,  158.~Diseharged,  recovered,  53 ;  much  improved,  93  $  i 
wed,  17  i  without  apparent  change,  9 ;  died,  91 ;  remaining  in  the  boose,  35 ;  total,  156. 


iperai 

■ 


Aoylum.— Whole  number  admitted  from  April  ),  1894,  to  April  1, 1890,  196}  ft 
_«,  99. — Recent  emeae  discharged,  96 ;  remaining,  1 ;  total  97.  Chronic  eaeee  discharged, ' 
,  16  j    total  99.    Whole  number.  196. — Recovered,  recent  caaee,  86  ;   ehronic 


sal,  100. — Aa  to  duration  of  dieeaee,  of  97  recent  cases,  86  recovered  ;  of  99  chronic 


.1 
14 


hie/  Comparison  of  the  above  Results,  with  those  deduced  from  the  Experience  sf 

principal  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Europe. 


Proportion  sf  Cured. 

Admitted. 
JVev  York  lunatic  Asylum,  (from  1795  to  1891,)  1,584 

BlmosumgaaU  Asylum.  (71  years,) 
Pjnmsytvauia  //aspire/,  (from  1759  to  1836,) 


1,043 
3,487 
FHsudo*  Asylum  near  PMledtlpkim,  (8  years,)  158 

Connecticut  Asylum.  (5  years,)  196 

Mean, 


Cuied. 
700 
436 

1,954 

53 

100 


No. 


fat  every 
44J9 
41.80 
35,96 


51.01 
41  JO 


According  to  Dr.  Casper,  who  has  examined  the  returns  from  the  principal  hospitals  and  asyh 
tlefssad  and  France,  the  mean  of  cores  is  as  follows : 

la  Prance,  out  of  100  insane,  44.81  are  cured. 

la  England,  oat  of  100  insane,  37.40 

These  ssoy  however  be  some  fallacy  in  these  general  deductions,  and  1  therefore  add  distinct  ret « 
wa  various  institutions. 


Tho  Cork  Lunatic  Asyhtrn,  (1798  to  1818,) 
SoJmotrioro  and  Bketre.  Paris,  (1801  to  leSl,) 
Auoroa  near  JVanfet,  (1814  to  1893,) 
mnevrn  Hospital,  Milan,  (1809  to  1896.) 
Ckarentan,  Paris,  (1896-7-8,) 
~       ssa,  London,  (1817  to  1890,) 
tke>s,  London,  (1609  to  1819,) 


1,431 
12,599 


Cwss. 
751 
4,968 


59.49 
nearly  30*00 
99.70 
58.00 
33.00 
54.00 
40.00 


Proportion  of  Cured  m  Resent  and  Old  Casts. 

Ateitted. 

Recent  cases,  581 

Old  cases, 


CssMCCtantf  Asylum,  Recent  cases, 

Old  cases, 
um  samy  be  compared  with  the  result  at  the 

Meareat  near  York,  (1796  to  1819.)  Recent  cases. 

Old  eases, 

Dr.  Burrsws's  Private  Asylum,  Recent  cases, 

Old  eases, 


499 
97 
99 

99 
161 
949 

54 


Cllw> 

341 
76 

86 
14 

65 
47 


19 


Recent  cases, 
Old 


58.09 
18.00 

88.66 
14.14 

70.66 
99.19 

91.39 
35.16 
50.00 
13.60 


Mortality. 


JVaw  York  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Btooummfdmie  Asylum, 
rsmniuhmuim  Hospital, 
rHouds*  Aoytum, 


1,584 

1,043 

3,487 

158 

190 


153 
59 

596 
91 

S 


1  in  10 
1  in  17 
1  ia  6 
1  ia  7 
1  ia  94 


According  to  Barrows,  the  mortality  at  the  Wakefield  Lonmtia  Aeylmm,  (England,)  ia  1  i 
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TO*  FBISON  DISCIPLINE  SOC1ETV. 

ject  to  the  consideration  or  the  legislature,  sustained  it  by  an  d 
report,  and  recommended  the  erection  of  a  spacious  hospital  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  to  accommodate  at  least  three  hundred  and  filly 
poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics,  have  our  sincere  and  hearty  thanks.  We 
hope  to  be  able  to  render  them  some  assistance  in  the  accomplishment 
of  their  most  humane  and  noble  design,  by  the  facta  which  arc  pre- 
dated in  detail,  and  extensively  circulated  in  this  Report  We  con- 
sole  ourselves  with  the  belief,  that  the  noble  design  already  conceived, 
will  be  speedily  executed.  We  deeply  feel  its  uecessity,  from  what  ire 
have  seen  of  the  suffering.-'  of  lunatics  in  Prison.  The  extreme  destitu- 
tion, the  cold,  dark,  damp,  and  filthy  cells  and  vaults  in  which  they  ire 
■bund ;  the  association  of  crime  with  this  most  afflictive  malady  of  the 
mind;  the  proportion  who  become  incurable  in  consequence  of  toe 
perfect  lunacy  of  condition  as  welt  n.s  of  disease; — this  is  an  outline,  ad- 
mitting of  a  filling  op,  which  the  state  of  New  York  will  not  need  bat 
in  part,  before  its  enterprise  and  noble  spirit  accomplish  the  object 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Imprisonment  for  Debt. — On  this  subject  we  know  of  nothing  worse, 
in  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  than  in  New  Jersey.  The 
number  committed  to  Prison  for  delit,  according  to  the  population ;  their 
filthy  and  neglected. condition  while  incarcerated;  the  small  sums  for 
which  it  is  done ;  the  expense  to  some  of  the  counties  of  this  most 
fruitless  mode  of  collecting  debts;  the  leaving  of  debtors  in  Prison  with- 
out any  provision  by  law  for  their  sitpi>ort ; — these  things  cannot  so  re- 
main. The  laws  of  New  Jersey,  says  a  humane  sheriff  of  one  of  (be 
roBiitioa,  provide  food,  bedding  and  liiel  lor  criminals;  but  for  debtor, 
nothing  is  provided  but  walls,  bars,  and  bolts.  A  member  of  thelegis- 
titure  in  New  Jersey  dcscriltcd  the  condition  of  a  Jail  in  that  Mate, 
where  he  had  attempted  to  go  among  the  criminals  and  debtors,  in  one 

-..wic,  W.Mic  A.flum.  1  in  I ;  PriK'Tr.,  {Milnn.i  I  in  21;  CtA  iJWMle  AijIhi,  (liaautV 
to3;  i;U.;uw  A.iluiri,  {rkx.ll.uiii,;  1  l:i  Hi;  l'.n-ii.l.'   Wl.inni  Y.irk,  (BniludJ  1  Id  £ 

WurdiMg  u  Uaqdirol.lb.  oiortnlilj  la  Piri.  U  1  in  1:1  ;   Anun,  (Niplc,)  Tin  4. 

'"Vivanin  •/  Suui  u  taa  nWi  Papatorian  «'  Ue  sure— Acwmlln*  lo  iha  cams.  rflSB,  ua 
•lata  <d  KawYori  saMiiHi  ■  pinlaitH  arWM9s,  Th.Dumb.iuf  luaiiaawaaiUS:  «■• 
krrf «.<■■..  n-Ji;  uH.isno,..iin7-)i. 

la  Scniludglb.  preponiaD  la  1  In  100;  la  Part.,  1  iol'O;  In  London,  ]  in  COO ;  in  Exriand  ud 
Wata,  1  in  3000. — Birrtr*. 


i,  for  the  jw  from  April  X,  1WP,  To  Arn-il  ST.,  I9S9.     O 


diKBKfWJi 


M'l-irr*  ArAim  m  CtMrlaUrn,  Jbu.- T.illl  mriied  U  1H-  A.ylam,  fnun  OcUhat,  1SU,  H 
IV-embw  II,  lloB—  mats.,  100  ;  f.™.1w,  |M  ;  toul,  ■»—  ni" tarpi,  Wrrm-il,  Tli  airA,K. 

Romtm  r-maininr.  April  I,  Ills;.  .■>';  ;  Jl  I  n.ajf.mnlaa.  Kminri  M.roli3l,  IWt,  t*{Ow)m, 
III  ftn*l«..  TuUliiilntA^lL.ro.Vlliflrisjl^lIf^iha.—  n-m^trf.Mii^li^l.l^CT-^lojnl.llMlli 
mmd,6;  »  rati*-,  4  Pcmak.  ;  b;  rnmi,  II;  .1  rn.k-.Ulroi.lwi  iapnmrl,  3;  t  iiih.lfil  '  ' 
»Mk  i.n|».t».,  »  finMk*  :  recovnrM.'JB,  Hi  wh,  W»lMl  utal  HWH1,  «;  H  n** 
CI*™.U».—l.,r»lnirn-,  April  I,  lt>JT,  .V!;  &>  i„ aV s OJ  fumalta. 

IkjraW.  rrauining,  Ami  J,   Ittfr,  .",;  ,    ■--  ,.  V  r  :,,il~.     ItHriiWI,  Marth  31,  1S9J,  Tl  ; 

e  mnl«,  »  Bim.lfl.     Total  in  lb.  .win,,,,   I.'J  .    7 if  ir»!»<(  M  fomaVa.— Unlti,  1  aaalaTuaO 

i-.i>alal:    nat  improvan',  7;  laik,il 1.,;    „,.r..,..,.l.  Jl  .   i  pnilo.  5  fi-ntlm  :    mack  tmpma,  »1 

imal»  Sfaraaka:    neoaatafl1,  -A;  M  -.,  ,1.-.  n  (..-.I.-.  :  '   ".  "     ll  l.llaV   il 

l(,  i7lln,"E.  Sm -H-  April,  IIW.Tfi;    *J  .    .:....■>  f-„„[,..  ^ 

rlaafl-Tji n'mainlr,* ,  Janaaij  1,  IS*.  J, 7  :ri  ,„»[,  ,.  ;i  f-mafca.  IMH4  u  Hi  mm  Par  »1,  77; 
'.-  nul-a.  i»  frmalaa.    Whots  aiimlntilMr.r,-  iIm  fan,,  I "       '  - 

<<  mitbi,  3  (vnalai :    (•anrrai',  H  (  S  maliia.  T  ftmak 
tlru.aml.SrJ;  lamaln.Sfcmilaa:  ohul 
na-uinkli,Janmirrl,inSl6B;  i>  Ml 
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common  mass  of  corruption,  but  the  air  was  in  such  a  state  that  he 
sould  not  do  it.  Like  a  member  of  Congress  from  Pennsylvania,  who 
attempted  to  enter  an  apartment  of  the  old  Jail  in  Washington  city,  a 
lew  years  ago,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat  We  wish  the  retreat  to  the 
Hails  of  legislation,  in  the  former  case,  as  in  the  latter,  may  be  attended 
with  the  same  result — the  passing  of  a  law  for  the  renovation  of  the 
whole  system.  We  are  not,  however,  apprized  of  any  modification  of 
he  laws  of  New  Jersey  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  during  the 
mst  year.  But  from  all  we  have  lieard  in  conversation,  learned  by  let-  . 
er,  or  observed  personally,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt  in  New  ' 
Jersey,  wo  think  the  necessity  for  it  is  imperious. 

Slate  Prison  at  Lamberton. — Nothing  is  done  effectually  for  the 
enovation  of  this  establishment.  The  state  is  beginning,  therefore/ to 
luffer  the  alarming  consequence,  i.  e.  an  unparalleled  increase  of  con- 
'icts.  While  New  York,  on  the  one  side,  and  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
rthcr,  are  adopting  systems  of  Penitentiary  discipline,  calculated  to  de- 
er from  crime  and  produce  reformation  ;  New  Jersey  remains  between 
he:n,  with  a  perfect  school  and  lure  for  vice.  Governor  Vroom  says, 
n  his  last  message  to  the  legislature,  "  The  number  of  prisoners,  accord- 
ng  to  the  last  report,  was  ninety.  In  1828  the  number  was  eighty-seven. 
Lt  is  now  one  hundred  and  nine  ;  showing  an  increase  beyond  all  former 
example.  May  not  this  extraordinary  increase  be  occasioned,  in  a  great 
Treasure,  by  the  situation  of  our  Prison  ?  Are  we  not  holding  out  in- 
iucements  to  the  commission  of  crime  within  our  state  ?  And  will  not 
.he  evil  continue  to  increase  ?  And  if  so,  is  it  not  time  to  commence 
in  efficient  reformation  V 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — The  Philadelphia  Gazette  contained  almost 
a  whole  broad-side  of  its  paper,  during  the  last  winter,  and  during  the 
session  of  the  legislature,  of  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  within  a  few  months  previous ; 
and  in  no  one  of  the  cases,  did  the  sum  for  which  the  debtor  was  com- 
mitted to  Prison,  exceed  one  dollar.    The  whole  number  of  cases  men- 
tioned was  forty.    The  names  of  the  parties  were  given  in  full ;  and  the 
names  of  the  justices  who  committed  them ;  the  amount  of  debt ;  the 
amount  of  costs ;  and  the  length  of  time  they  remained  in  Prison.   The 
whole  amount  of  debts  in  the  forty  cases,  was  923  4Qj — or  an  average 
of  58^  cents  each.     Green  lay  in  Jail  from  May  6  to  June  5,  thirty  days, 
for  a  debt  of  72  cents ;  Stullman  lay  in  Jail  from  May  31  to  June  30, 
thirty  days,  for  40  cents ;  Reysart  lay  in  Jail  from  July  23  to  August  8, 
sixteen  days,  for  25  cents ;   Cox  lay  in  Jail  from  August  2  to  Septem- 
ber 2,  thirty-one  days,  for  75  cents ;  Butler  lay  in  Jail  from  August  7 
to  September  7,  thirty-one  days,  for  68  cents ;  Mable  lay  in  Jail  from 
August  7  to  August  9,  two  days,  for  2  cents;    Black  lay  in  Jail 
tan  July  22  to  August  23,  thirty-two  days,  for  2  cents.    The  seven 
)ersons  above  mentioned,  lay  in  Jail  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
lays,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  summer  of  1830,  for  seven 
lebts,  amounting  together  to  $2  84.    Of  the  whole  seven,  one  only 
mid  the  debt,  and  that  was  a  debt  of  25  cents.     It  was  ascertained 

42 
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that  nx  could  not  pay ;  and  of  these,  five  lay  in  Jail  at  least  thirty  day* 

The  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  the  beautiful  dry 
of  Philadelphia,  where  William  Penn  lived  so  many  years  ago,  sad  the 
world  has  been  improving  ever  since,  in  its  own  eyes  at  least,  in  fifteen 
months,  ending  November  30, 1830,  for  less  than  five  dollars  each,  ww 
five  hundred  and  eighty-four. t    This  was  more  than  one  third  of  all  tk 


at  of  Cam  of  Imprinmmnl  on  EitciUie*  for  Dtht  wAr  100  trau,  fnm  A 
■  Ktcorit  of  tiu  tkitor,'  AparmiM  of  the  City  urf  Comtw  of  PhtfiiiUit 

*  May  1  owl  Stptemier  54,  1M30. 
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uipriwmment,  during  the  period  above  mentioned.  During 
l  of  the  legislature,  a  grave  discussion  in  the  public  paper* 
to  prove  tiiat  imprisonment  for  debt,  for  any  sum,  is, necessary 
r ;  and  a  writer  in  favor  of  it  mated,  that  in  one  case  of  im- 
t  for  a  debt  for  two  or  three  cents,  he  had  examined  the  ease 
y,  and  ascertained  that  the  circumstances  were  such,  as  to 
■  arrest  and  incarceration  of  the  bod; !  AH  this  was  in  the 
ber  argument. 

c  meeting  was  held  in  Philadelphia  January  30,  1834,  and  ■ 
unsocial*  wu  prepared  for  the  legislature,  praying  for  the 
if  imprisonment  in  rases  where  the  debt  docs  not  exceed 
The  subject  was  discussed  with  sonic  degree  of  animation 
:  session,  and  referred  to  the  early  consideration  of  the  next 

mittntitirjf  in  Philadelphia. — The  system  of  discipline  adopt- 
institution  (as  described  by  the  inspectors  in  their  second 

*  Extract!  fro™  lAf  MrmarUI. 
for  debt,  nrept  La  nun  of  minifc-t  fraud,  rogniiablc  and  noniii- 
ary  lo  the  spirll  of  our  free  republican  ioKlitutioiii.  ll  ii  m  ducred- 
riiun,  deirended  Id  in  fruin  Ibe  dark  bev-  or  nnliquiij,  which  ought 
■bed  ou  Ibe  advance  of  eivi  bullion  and  ibe  light  M  knowledge. 
»>i-v  v»i,  variant  legislative  enacuncnu  have  been  made,  nffordbig  prowe- 
■f  10  ihe  honest  and  unfortunate  debtor,  sad  for  Ihe  purpoM  of  adapting  ibii 

SIo  Ihe  eiLpenrirs  »rnu  increasing  poputalkm. 
,nce  with  il,  nil  lhe  /emu/*  portion  of  locielv  in  ihe  comrrnnweaJlh  are  pro* 
arrest  for  debt  \  and  it  in  universally  ronredeil  that  il  hu  not  bra  attended 
ldvujla£cQUi  rciuli,  although  oppojeu  u  ruicQut  lo  tfjeir  otii!, 
ing  km,  Ihe  pcrgou  of  tiie  utuiur  it  exempted  from  imprisonment,  on  girmg 
lit  appearance.  »  nil  iruolvont  debtor.     The  right,  however,  la  arred  Bud  iat- 
HMor*  ]irnon  still  ciitM,  and  operniei  chiefly  upon  the  poor,  in  eawa  what* 
nder  the  mm  of  far.  dollar!  and  thirtyJnrrt  c'rntt,  from  wnieh  amount  there  a 
r  May  of  .i.icutiou,  allowed  by  law. 
iwiag  auitieulie  Table  ii  compiled  from  the  recorui  of  the  debtor*'  Friton.:— 

Hi  imprirenM  in  thi  Dtbtor'i  Aptrmuntefdu  Cirtaarf 
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incine  and  final  nrorett,  bal  rhienr  on 
d  proportion  of  ibrte  personi  appear  to 
jnfined  miller  procctt  of  our  rouns  of  civil  juriipradrnee.  No  rawer  than  18Qi 
liMinnwm  fur  debt  under  &I0,  ure  di.tinguiihcd  among  tho  poor  and  unfonu 
.,f  inquiry,  nndof  Ihcse  only  W  appear  lo  luvrc  been  anafaW  lo  eflerl  their 
i  pnvnieiii  of  debl  nnrl  coals.  nJW  .ufterine  ibe  jwio,  rinvnlioni  and  banrfid 
unwninenl.  ll  tin  rr  fore  nppean  that  Ihe  object  of  the  impruwnmenlof  detnon, 
oiu-jit  ufihp.k'ln  in?  fnik'i!  in 'JfiB?.  ra-™  oul  of  3001  j  and  thnl  of  these  tneTP 
tof  1B35.  uii.lcTiboiim  nfirn  .lu]lE.r«:^adWl,oulofl01K,tlr^ueTBvad^l^^u>."■ 
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report  to  the  legislature)  consists  of  "  solitary  confinement  at  labor,  with 
instruction  in  labor,  in  morals,  and  in  religion"  This  system  the  in- 
spectors say,  and  in  this  they  are  supported  by  the  physician  and  warden, 
does  not  produce  "  insanity  nor  bodily  infirmity,"  Were  the  system 
adopted  in  this  institution  "  absolute  solitude,  without  labor  or  moral 
and  religious  instruction,*'  they  also  say,  "  they  would  feel  little  hesita- 
tion in  recommending  its  repeat  as  cruel9  because  calculated  to  undermine 
the  moral  and  physical  powers  of  the  prisoner ,  and  to  disqualify  him 
from  earning  his  bread  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence  ;  as  impolitic, 
because,  when  persisted  in  beyond  a  very  limited  time,  it  tends  to  harden 
rather  than  reform  the  offender ,  while  it  produces  great  expense  to  the 
public,  the  prisoner  contributing  by  labor  in  no  way  to  his  support" 
The  system,  however,  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  modified 
by  labor,  and  moral  and  religious  instruction,  the  board  highly  approve, 
and  thus  describe : — 

"  When  •  convict  first  arrive*,  he  is  placed  in  a  cell  and  left  alone,  without  work, 
and  without  any  book.  His  mind  can  only  opente  on  itself;  generally,  but  few 
hours  elapse  before  he  petitions  for  something  to  do,  and  for  a  Bible.  No  instance 
has  occurred,  in  which  such  a  petition  has  been  delayed  beyond  a  day  or  two.  If 
Che  prisoner  have  a  trade  that  can  be  pursued  in  his  cell,  he  is  put  to  work  as  a 
favor ;  as  a  reward  for  good  behavior,  and  as  a  favor,  a  Bible  is  allowed  him.  If  he 
hare  no  trade,  or  one  that  cannot  be  pursued  in  his  cell,  he  is  allowed  to  choose 
one  that  can,  and  he  is  instructed  by  one  of  the  overseers,  all  of  whom  are  master 
workmen  in  the  trades  they  respectively  superintend  and  teach.  Thin  work,  and 
moral  and  religious  books,  are  regarded  and  received  as  favors,  and  are  withheld  as  a 
punishment 

"  Intemperance  and  thoughtless  felly  are  the  parents  of  crime,  and  the  walk  of 
a  Prison  are  general);  pedaled  by  lhp*e  who  nave  seldom  seriously  reflected ; 
hence  the  first  object  of  the  officers  ottnis  institution  is,  to  turn  the  thoughts  of  Che 
convict  inwards  upon  himself,  and  to  teach  him  how  to  think ;  in  this  solitude  is  a 
powerful  aid.  Hence  this  mode  of  punishment,  bearing  as  it  does  with  great  se- 
verity upon  the  hardened  and  impenitent  felon,  is  eminently  calculated  to  break 
down  his  obdurate  spirit ;  and  when  that  important  object  of  Penitentiary  discipline 
has  been  gained,  (and  in  any  Prison  it  frequently  is,)  and  when  the  prisoner  has 
once  experienced  the  operation  of  the  principles  of  this  institution  on  a  broken  spirit 
and  contrite  heart,  he  learns,  and  he  feels,  that  moral  and  religious  reflection,  re- 
lieved by  induitrious  occupation  at  his  trade,  comfort  and  support  his  mental  and 
physical  powers,  divest  his  solitary  cell  of  all  it*  horror*,  and  his  punishment  of 
much  of  its  severity.  The  impression  thus  made,  instead  of  being  destroyed  by  the 
sneers  of  ruffians,  is  cherished  and  fixed  by  the  officers  of  the  Prison. 

'*  No  prisoner  is  seen  by  another,  after  he  enters  the  walls.  When  the  years  of 
his  confinement  have  paused,  his  old  associates  in  crime  will  be  scattered  over  the 
o*rih,  in  Prison,  or  in  the  grave,  and  the  reformed  prisoner  looks  forward  from  this 
Penitentiary  with  a  hope,  that  he  may  pass  his  life,  after  the  expiration  of  his  sen* 
icnce,  undiscovered  by  the  community  of  convicts,  and  that  should  he  find  a  spot 
where  he  may  earn  his  livelihood  by  honest  industry,  and  acquire  a  new  character, 
and  friends  who  are  ignorant  of  his  crime,  there  will  be  a  probability  he  may  escape 


exposure  to  the  new  world  he  has  fonned  around  Mini  and  may  not  he  deprived  of 
his  employment,  and  again  be  driven  by  necessity  to  crime,  in  order  to  obtain  t 


probability  he  may  escape 

lof 
the 
means  of  his  sulmtacnce. 

"Great  terror  is  known  to  have  been  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  convict 
community  by  th'n  institution  ;  and  the  small  number  of  prisoners  sent  from  the 
Kas'ern  District,  including  a  vast  majority  of  the  population  of  the  state,  together 
with  the  careful  manner  in  which,  it  has  been  ascertained,  the  most  knowing  rogues 
avoid  commit'in!*  those  offences  which  would  subject  them  to  it*  discipline,  may 
be  regarded  as  powerful  reason*  for  extending  its  operation  to  those  Penitentiary 
offences  not  at  present  comprehended  within  the  statute. 
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trade.  The  first  prisoner,  a  negro  boy  of  twenty  years  of  age,  brought  up  on  a 
farm,  made  a  ahoe  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  commencement  of  his  instruction  in 
the  trade,  which  passed  with  others,  and  wu  paid  for  by  the  contractor. 

M  It  appears  by  the  warden's  report,  that  the  expenses  of  the  Penitentiary,  during 
the  whole  time  it  has  been  in  operation,  up  to  the  first  of  December,  1830,  have 
been  more  than  equaled  by  the  amount  of  the  profits  on  the  labor  of  the  convicts ; 
a  balance  of  A393  72  appearing  to  the  credit  of  the  institution.  As  it  is  a  state 
Prison,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  are  paid  by  the  commonwealth,  and  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  estimate.  A  few  old  and  invalid  prisoner*,  without  trade-,  have  u:>t 
supported  themselves  by  their  labor. 

44  Many  years*  experience  in  the  practical  operation  of  the  penal  laws  and  Prison 
discipline  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  inspectors,  and  the  particular  knowledge  of  tint 
board  in  the  actual  operation  of  this  institution  upon  the  moral  and  physical  powoi  ♦ 
of  the  prisoners,  and  upon  the  public  interests,  have  established  a  conviction  of  ih»; 
humanity  and  excellence  of  tins  system  of  Penitentiary  punishment,  and  that  it* 
permanent  establishment,  and  extension  to  all  crimes  and  misdemeanors  punishable- 
by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  under  tbo  existing  laws,  as  soon  as  an  adequate 
number  of  cells  can  be  provided,  will  be  consistent  with  the  purest  principles  of* 
philanthropy,  and  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  and  sustain  the  clevhted 
character  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.*' 

The  reports  of  the  physician  and  warden  we  insert  entire  in  the 
notes  below.* 

*  llxtract  from  Dr.  Bache's  Rq.ort. 

"The  prisoners  thus  far  have  been  favored  w»th  a  good  share  of  health.  Some  Lave  ac- 
knowiedged  an  improvement  in  their  health,  white  other*  have  evidently  lwcn  rendered  if*** 
robust.  These  contrary  effects  arc  to  be  explained,  by  adverting  to  tiie  different  condition* 
in  which  the  prisoners  arrive.  If,  however,  the  average  condition  of  the  health  of  the  pru- 
ouers  received  up  to  thin  time,  be  considered,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  physician,  that  it  i.« 
better  than  when  they  arrived.  This  belief  is  supported  by  the  condition  of  the  three  pri>- 
oners  that  have  been  discharged.  Two  of  them  preserved  to  the  last  moment  the  "food  state 
of  health  with  which  they  were  received,  and  die  third  was  much  improved  in  tLa  it$;*ci, 
by  hh  own  acknowlcc'^ment. 

•*  Several  mild  eases  of  intermittent  fever  have  occurred,  but  in  prisoner*  who  had  been 
•fleeted  with  the  disease,  not  Ion?  before  their  arrival.  Only  tvio  eases  of  serious  imiip}  op- 
tion have  occurred,  and  but  one  death.  The  fatal  cit.se  was  thai  of  a  prisoner  of  inU-mpcrai.* 
habils,  who  arrived  in  a  diseased  statu,  having  but  recently  autftred  i.oin  a  severe  lit  if  1^- 
oess  in  the  Arch  Street  Pruon. 

"  In  the  questions  which  have  been  addressed  to  the  pri.%o::rrx,  the  physician  has  directed 


important  for  the  pood  rf  soric-ly, 
out  the  sentence  of  the  law  in  tepumtc  cciifiiic-ment,  it  must  l*e  equally  50  for  die  entile- 1 
prisoner,  on  the  supposition  of  l:ii  RiiiH.  and  for  a  much  stronijer  rensvu  in  case  of  his  in;:<»- 
eence.  Until  this  evil  Le  removed,  the  moral  eperalicn  of  »< pui ale  coufini  mei:t  iu  th>* 
prisoner  after  conviction  will  he  lessened  in  its  (fleets. 

"In  regard  to  tho  oilier  point,  die  physician  has  found  that,  out  of  fifty-ciVht  prisoner* 
received  up  to  this  lime,  thirty-four,  or  nearly  two  thirds,  acknowledge  thcm.Mlvi**  lo  ha  v. 
been  either  habitually  or  occasionally  inlenipeiatc.    This  fact  shews  the  close  coir.<:\lcu 
which  subsists  between  the  vice  of  rfiunke iineax  and  the  commission  of  crime. 

"  The  effects  of  the  sejuirate  confinement  on  tin*  mind  have  been  attentively  wati  1:<A  N  ■> 
iaslance  has  occurred  on  he  production  of  mental  disease.  Its  moral  effects  are  eiu-(on%»- 
ias;,  and  are  in  strong  contrast  with  the  co:iiu:r..'iiati:i£  iniluir.cci  arising  cut  of  the  a.«soc»A- 
uon  of  criminals. 

"Upon  the  whole,  the  physician  feels  ju*i';>.]  to  conc!i:«fe,  from  his  experience  in  th-» 
Penitentiary,  that  this  p!«n*of  tho  separate  confinrrmui  of  cuminah,  if  in  some  in»Uir.r»* 
injurious  to  the  constitution,  ]•»  much  more  favorable  lo  On:  hchlih  and  lives  of  the  prUoatt*, 
taaa  confinement  in  Prisons  ou  the  old  plan. — All  which  is  rr>pert!uUv  submitted. 

"January  1, 1C31.  FRANK \XS  IJACHK*,  Physician  E.  J\" 

Second  Report  of  the  JVardai. 

'•In  my  report  last  year.  I  confidently  Mated  my  I*  lief,  that  if  the  Plate  would  pruviuc 
the  necessary  stock  and  implements,  the  prisoners,  whose  term  of  confinement  extended  u» 
two  years  or  upwards,  would  be  enabled  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  maintenance.  I  feel 
happy  in  being  able  to  state,  that  one  year's  experience  has  completely  confirmed  ti»u 

4<w 
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The  crimes  for  which  the  convicts  were  sent  to  this  Penitentiary, 
were,  for  manslaughter,  one  ;  for  robbing  United  States  mail,  one ;  for 
rape,  one  ;  tor  highway  robbery,  two ;  for  passing  counterfeit  money, 
three ;  for  robbery,  four ;  for  forgery,  eight ;  for  murder,  eight ;  for  burg- 
lary, fifteen ;  for  horse-stealing,  fifteen. 

The  remarks  of  the  inspectors,  in  their  report  to  the  legislature,  ia 
r«  .jard  to  the  number  committed  for  murder,  appear  to  be  entitled  to 
particular  consideration. 

'*  It  will  be  perceived/'  *ay  thev,  *'  tint  eijjht  prisjners,  certainly  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  convict*,  are  committed  for  murder  in  thr  tecand  degree,  ami  it  may  cot  be 
inappropriate  to  the  oiijucU  of  thi*  report,  to  offer  twine  remark*  resulting  therefrom, 

belief.  JIvimi  mure  has  b.-cn  realized  ;  for  every  prisoner,  wiili  four  exceptions,  who  ku 
ht«cn  here  oven  six  nioiidis,  is  now  earning  his  maintenance.  Tliex;  exceptions  are.  fiist. 
the  prisom-r  known  as  i;r.niber  1:',  who  w,**  brought  h-re  ill.  and  whoso  illne**  conliaaed 
ahnoil  wnliout  conation  until  the  time  <•!' inV  dret-a.se.  Secondly,  niiniliertf,  who  wa*M 
~i -.valid  nt  the  I 'mi-  of  his  n»ceptiou,  nnd  continues  to.  Thirdly,  immlx-r  *>l,  who  is  upwards 
*A'  *'.\ly  ve,irN  of  a;»c,  nnl  iu&nn  ;  and  founhly,  number  «>D,  who  is  ai>u  iniiriu,  and  seventy* 
two  vears  of  age. 

'■  Afitsl  of  the  new  inmate*  who  are  now  icarnim?  hades,  rair.mt  of  course  earn  morn,  and 
hence  at  the  jMVscnt  time,  in  examining  their  account!!,  a  balance  will  T>e  found  against  the 
vou.itics  which  have  vnt  them;  but  us  tmro  h  every  reasonable  pn>*|>cct  that  ibey  wiil, 
during'  the  next  year,  more  than  make  up  thin  dericicucy.  1  would  ivspcctfullv  suggest  to  the 
!»■*.:  rd  ol  iiKjwciors  the  propriety  of  not  »cndiiia.r  to  tnose  counti"-*  lhe  biiU  (or  thi«  defi- 
fivae*  I  am  the  more  inuuc«Ml  to  reconi::ien  i  this  course.  liN:n  t'r-i?  fact,  (presented  by  aa 
«  x.iuiiiiutioii  of  our  receipts  and  cxpcudilciv*,  iweludin^  ,,u  amount  <■!' slock  ou  band,  up  ti- 
the lii'sl  of  December,)  that  the  ciilubii.-hmi'iit,  from  in  to  inno.iecmeiit  to  that  period,  more 
than  Kiip|>ortv-d  itself.  The  aalaric*  ui'  the  oiMccrs,  being  paid  by  tin;  state,  are  uot  inehKled 
ia  this  statement. 

•'  It  may  In*  remarki-d,  that  all  those  en/ja«jcd  at  nhneniak:!»2;,  and  most  of  the  weavers 
have  learned  their  re&poctive  trader  since  they  rame  here,  /.ml  of  course  will  continue  to 
•mpnive  in  dexterity.  Again,  tlr*  expense  of  the  present  small  niiuuVr  of  convicts  is  mock 
preater  in  projiortion  than  that  of  a  lar^>'  uimibei- ;  and  it  is  my  nomion.  that  the  IViiiteouary, 
when  it  will  be  occupied  by  three  hundred  primmer* ,  or  upuaixU,  with  a  a  adequate  capital. 
••an  Im;  made  fully  and  entirely  to  pay  alt  it*  expel:*.-*,  including  the  .salaries  ol* ib  ofheen. 
The  short  time  we  have  been  ia  operation  induces  uie  to  believe,  that  the  nett  profits  of  a 
Prison  conducted  on  the  ph*:;  of  separate  confinement  wiil  be  greater  th;ui  loose  wbieb 
might  result  from  joint  labor.  The  docile  and  obedient  conduct  of  the  convicts,  and  lhe 
great  care  of  managing  them,  hive  fully  realized  my  highest  anticipation*.  Hv  lhe  physician's 
report,  it  will  Iv  seen,  that  they  havcg'-uerally  enjoyed  good  health ;  and  1  sincerely  hope 
a:.d  believe,  that  some  of  them* have  cxiM*ri»»uced  l»enetil  from  the  religious  instructiua  they 
have  received,  aided  by  those  rcflccuoiit  which  soliuid.'  .>o  naturally  produce*. 

"  By  the  document  marked  A.,  it  wiil  l*»  sen,  that  iort>  -eight  s»tut«\  and  one  United  Slates 
jM-i.soncni,  have  been  received  into  the  Penitentiary  durinjr  the  \  ear  IK.JO.  'J'uree  liave  l«eea 
d^charjed  by  expiration  of  their  sentence*,  and  one  ( number*  I  J) )  ha*  ilied  :  nine  bciag  uV 
number  in  Prison  ou  the  first  of  January.  Y6M,  leaves  u-.  fifty-four;  thirty-five  of  tbcacani 
ouiploye«l  in  the  weaving  dopartment ;  nine  in  the  shix-mai.inj;  j  two  tailors  j  one  bUci- 
Mailh ;  one  carver ;  one  cook  ;  four  wool-pickers  ;  one  cabinet  maker. 

''  A  few  weeks  only  have  elapsed  since  the  di •♦charge  of  Uie  tvso  :ir»t  pri>one« :  tluriiaj 
thy  short  period,  their  conduct  ha*  been  exemplary. 


atU£« 
«upfio.«ilioQ,  that  our  >yf»tir.",j  of  tliscitiliue  is  excessively  seven?. 
"  To  au  old  convict,  accustomed  to  b.-  M'uLcnced  to  five  or  ten  years  a  sentence  of 
apjiean*  a  trivial  puuiihmeut,  and  a  novice  cannot  always  Im*  taught  in  that  pcrKMJJX1 
mart  thai  will  l»c  of  service  to  him.  The  ca.sc»  of  uiuubers  3C  oinl  iW  may  I*  meiil»o«MH\  im 
support  of  ihi*  opinion  ;  lads  of  eighteen  ami  nineteiMi  years  of  age,  sentenced  to  owe  v«a*t 
only,  mijrht,  if"  their  .lenteures  ha«7  extouded  to  three  years,  have  lieen  tanglu  dKJCiaaaJ^^- 
or  weaving,  nnd  Uius  have  l>een  enabled  to  Mip]>ort  thcinnelves  wlien  discharged. 

*'  Many  dit!ieultie«  were  predicted  br  those  opposed  to  the  system  of  separate*  \akboi, 
*««e  of  which  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  irrelv  vaul  for  me  brielly  to  notice.  A  ia*\  ^^ 
it  was  said  that  tin:  et|>eu*c  of  maintaining  Uie  convicts  would  be  so  heavy,  that  ili«>  conn 
lie*  would  not  be  willm?  to  defray  it.  The  examination  of  our  accounts,  as  be; X *»•*•**  qmi 
id,  shows,  that  the  labor  of  the  convicts  has  fully  paid  all  the  expense*  of  thri*~  ^upp) 
Secondly,  that  the  punishmuut  was  so  severe,  that  men  could  not  endure  i*»     5x^jhJ 
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tome  reasons  why,  in  recommending;  the  extension  of  this  system  of 
he  board  has  confined  its  recommendation  to  those  offences  at  present 
trisonment  at  hard  labor,  and  consequently  excluding  murder  in  the 

ylvania,no  crime  is  punishable  with  death,  but  murder  perpetrated  by 
>n,  or  by  lying  in  wait,  or  by  some  other  kind  of  wil fai.de liberate,  and 
killing;,  or  perpetrated  in  the  commission  of  certain  crimes  which  were 
:al.  Such  murder  is  of  the  first  degree.  The  reluctance  with  whicii 
oinals  appear  to  resort  to  blood  in  Pennsylvania,  may  probably  be 
source ;  we  find  them  almost  always,  when  detected  in  the  pcrpetra- 
submitting;  to  their  captors  without  resorting;  to  murder  as  the  means  of 
5  engaged  in  the  transaction  without  deliberately,  because  necessarily, 

0  subject  themselves  to  the  danger  of  the  gallows.     Deliberate  murder 
s  generally  committed  for  gain,  or  as  the  means  of  escape  from  the  eon- 

■v  them  mentally  .in«l  physically.  The  report  of  tlic  physician  completely 
legations,  and  my  own  observations  convince  me,  that  »f  we  arc  in  error,  the 
illH.  particularly  where  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  only  for  a  j'car.  In  rcla- 
•osca  injurious  "effects  of  the  discipline  on  (he  minds  and  bodies  of  the  pris- 
felv  assert,  that  tin1  very  reverse  has  !>ec.i  the  case  in  every  instance,  and  1 
ofiiumlier  19,  who  died,  was*  prolonged  bv  the  treatment  he  received  here, 
hieh  is  as  true  ami  general  a*  it  is  rem;  irk  able.  is.  that  in  every  instance,  where 
is  been  brought  to  see  the  errors  of  his  past  life,  and  thus  has  been  led  to  a 
mcc,  his  cell  na«  appeared  to  lose  ail  its  horrors,  and  several  instances  have 
ed.  wlierc  the  prisoner  has  expressed  his  thankfulness,  and  acknowledged 
i  for  him  that  he  was  brought  hero. 

ty  nppcar  resigned,  if  not  nappy ;  and  most  of  them  are  industrious.  It  is  to 
ennined,  and  inveterate  villain,  that  the  severity  of  our  system  is  the  most 
not  these  facts  answer  mother  objection,  thwt  solitary  confinement  does  not 
all  minds  7  That  it  docs  not  act  equally  on  all.  is  manifest;  but  it  acts  the 
i,  aud  with  the  most  severity,  on  those  towards  whom  the  exercise  of  addi- 
s  obviously  indispensable ;  niiri  I  am  incl'uied  to  believe,  that  those  who  have 
ly  condemned  its  severity,  will,  before  manv  years,  censure  its  mildness. 
it  the  prisoners  would  be  deprived  of  nil  religious  instruction  except  such  as 
?ivc  privately  in  their  cells,  inasmuch  as  they  could  not  be.  brought  into  a 
Duruig  the  pasl  year.  service  has  been  puform>.d,  mostly  once  a  week,  by 
eachiiigr  in  the  eorridcr.  to  .ill  the  convicts  in  the  establishment,  without  their 
from  their  cells,  or  seeing  oreoinnimiicatinjjwith  eaeh  olbrr,  and  the  various 
•roby  protlueed  have  been  !-;milar  in  appearance  to  those  in  any  other  ax- 
ime  number.  In  what  manner  can  ninu  be  placed,  wh«.re.  the  words  of  the 
?  more  impressive  thr.r:  in  their  situation  ?— fitting  alone,  without  seeing  or 
iny  human  beinsy;  noilejig  to  ab»iraet  their  thoughts,  or  divert  them  from 
ered  to  them  j  alone  \vl:i:i  they  hear,  and  left  alone,  when  the  minister  has 
der  and  reflect. 

1  has  l>cen  said,  that  i;;e  pr^oncr*  eould.  and,  uVrcfbre,  would  be  likely  to 
tun  cell  to  cell.     I  believe  ii  tmssihk-  for  a  prisoner  to  hollow  so  loud  thai  In- 

The  kecj>er.  however,  in,*  fy  fnr  the  best  opportunity  of  hearing;  but  y.»- 
wn  an  instance  of  the';-  tiiu.*  e>-iiniTiUuicatin";  hot  do  I  believe,  that  any  |/ri«- 
ihlishmeut  knows  who  is  in  tb"  next  cell  to  him.    Those  who  have  been  d«- 

Sone  out  unarquainted  with  those  who  have  l»ci.n  inmates  with  them, 
oubtsnir.v  Iiave  former!  v  cxis'^d  ir.  the  minds  of  some  of  the  members  of  Hie 


his  state,  as  to  the  oflieiency  of  our  system  of  separate  confinement,  I  trr*t 
f  ha*  removed  them  so  far'  as  to  authorize  the  erection  of  additional  o  U\ 
built  on  a  plan  mueh  mere  economical  than  tbo«e  already  constructed)  be(r.;t> 
of  the  present  session.  If  this  measure  bt  rot  adopted.  I  fear  that  mur-h  •.>- 
ltd  injury  will  Ih»  the  inevitable  result. 

*qu!res,"that  the  l>oard  of  iii«.j»ec-lur.';  siial!.  on  cr  before  tfc/;  fim  of  Jamjar-,  .a 
take  a  report  in  writing  to  the  legislature.  !•  also  jirovides  that  the  acroi  p;  • 
counties,  front  whieh  there  mnv  be  halftnrr-s  due.  *h»li  he  '  transmitted  to  then 
he  first  Monday  in  Febmary  ;rr.vid**nt,y  •nteinlin^  'o  afford  time  io  male*  -u 
of  the  establishment  to  the  first  of  tip-  v«  ;•.;•. 

islalurc  would  adopt  the  pc .  led  of  tin-  first  of  February ,  for  wrr  ivm|>  Im-  i  »  r  r. 
nuch  more  convenient. 

uston,  I  feel  bound  lo  «ay,  that  rvc  ry  day  of  my  experience  only  more  a.'.*, 
onvinccs  me,  that  separate  confinement,  with  labor,  and  moral  and  rrh*w«-« 
i  the  most  perfect  and  most  beneficial  system  far  the  management  of  coi.»*"-« 
ft",  embracing  in  its  details  all  the  advantage*:,  and  avoiding  most  of  th*  e»*». 
herent  in  every  other  plan  which  hrs  crcopied  my  attention  " 
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▼ictkm  of  a  crime  subject  to  the  same  kind  of  penalty ;  and  it  ii  a  fact  worthy  of  notice, 
that  in  no  instance  has  the  crime  of  a  prisoner  of  this  class,  now  in  confinement,  result* 
ed  from  a  thirst  for  gain,  or  from  a  desire  to  escape  from  the  penalty  of  another  offence. 
These  offenders  appear  to  have  yielded  to  the  impulse  of  ungovernable  passion,  and 
intemperance  from  drink,  (infirmities  and  vices  which  no  human  law  can  effectually 
control,)  and  personal  quarrels  and  rencounters  have  resulted  in  murders.  It  is  there- 
fore respectfully  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  to  determine,  whether 
the  reduction  of  the  grade  of  murder  in  the  first  degree,  to  the  class  of  Penitentiary 
offences,  may  not  tend  to  multiply  those  deliberate  murders,  heretofore  infrequent 
in  Pennsylvania,  by  removing  the  terror  of  death  as  a  punishment,  and  counterbal- 
ancing any  addition  to  the  term  of  imprisonment,  by  the  increased  chances  of  sue- 
ccas  and  escape  resulting  from  murder." 

Remarks  might  have  been  added  concerning  the  shortness  of  time 
for  which  some  were  sent  for  murder,  compared  with  the  length  of  time 
for  which  others  were  sent  for  horse-stealing  and  burglary.  One  man 
for  murder  was  sent  for  four  years,  and  another  for  two  years ;  while 
for  horse-stealing  one  was  sent  for  four  years,  and  for  burglary  two  were 
sent  for  nine  years  each,  and  two  for  ten  years  each. 

But  while  there  appears  in  a  few  cases  to  be  a  disproportion  between 
the  punishment  and  the  offence,  there  is  in  all  the  cases  taken  together,    i 
evidence  of  mildness  and  lenity  in  the  operation  of  the  criminal  code  of    j 
Pennsylvania.     Of  the  fifty-eight  cases  sent  to  the  new  Penitentiary,    ; 
there  were  none  for  life;  five  for  twelve  years;  one  for  eleven  years; 
three  for  ten  years ;  two  for  nine  years ;  three  for  eight  years ;  one  for 
seven  years ;  seven  for  five  years ;  three  for  four  years ;  five  for  three 
years ;  seventeen  for  two  years ;  one  for  fifteen  months ;  one  for  thirteen    ;. 
months ;  and  ten  for  one  year.     Sentences  of  fifteen  and  -twenty  years,    L 
and  even  for  life,  have  not  been  unfrcqucnt  for  similar  offences  in  the    ] 
United  States.  j. 

The  system,  as  a  whole,  adopted  in  the  new  Penitentiary,  is  so  far 

approved  in  Pennsylvania,  as  to  induce  the  legislature,  at  the  last  session. 

to  appropriate  $120,000  for  the  erection  of  four  hundred  additional  cells    . 

within  the  walls,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  place  for  all  convicts     ■ 

from  the  Eastern  District  condemned  for  mora  than  one  year,  and  to    * 

break  up,  as  soon  as  may  be,  the  old  Prison  on  Walnut  street.* 

i 

*  AN  ACT  to  enlarge  the  Buildings  of  the  State  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern  Dinrirt.     ( 

and  for  other  Purposes.  * 

Sect.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreitmtatiees  of  the  Ctmmo*-  J 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  m  General  Assembly  nut,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  1 
of  the  same.  That  the  inspectors  of  the  state  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern  District  is  is* 
county  of  Philadelphia,  he  authorized  and  required,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  sod 
required,  to  construct  and  erect  within  the  outer  wall*  of  said  Penitentiary,  upon  such  pl*i 
as  they  may  deem  most  expedient,  buildings  which  shall  contain  at  least  four  hundred  cells, 
suitable  for  thft  confinement  of  convicted  criminals,  in  solitary  imprisonment  at  labor;  and 
to  enable  them  the  more  effectually  to  perform  the  duties  now  enjoined,  all  the  riipl*. 
powers,  and  privileges  heretofore  given  to  the  commissioners  for  huildunr,  said  PenHeautn. 
are  hereby  transferred  to,  and  vested  in,  the  said  inspectors :  Provided  however,  Tast 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  divest  the  said  board  of  commissioners  of  any  right  or  powr 
that  it  may  be  necessary  for  them  to  retain,  in  order  to  arrange  and  settle  aay  ol  tbsir 
former  engagements  and  transactions  as  to  real  estate  or  otherwise  ;  and  they  are  hereby 
authorised  and  directed,  after  the  final  settlement  of  their  accounts,  to  pay  over  anv  balance 
that  may  remain  in  their  hands,  to  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  tf.utcrn  "slate  PeaitesAisn, 
to  be  applied  in  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  cells  hernby  dircrtcd  to  be  Iniih. 

Sect.  2.  And  be.  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore s did,  That  fur  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expense  of  erecting  said  buildings,  the'  county  commissioners  of  the  coast* 
of  Philadelphia  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  loan,  out  of  the  county  funds  of  *a« 
county,  to  tlie  aforesaid  inspectors,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  such  sua* 
mud  at  such  times  as  the  said  inspectors  may  require  the  same,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid; 
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New  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia. — Provision  has  been  made  by 
aw,  and  authority  given  to  raise  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
ars,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  county  Prison  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  plan  of  solitary  confinement ;  said  Prison,  when 
inished,  to  contain  three  hundred  dormitories,  and  to  receive  all  pcr- 
ons  now  sent  to  the  Walnut  street  Prison  for  less  than  one  year,  and 
11  persons  from  the  Arch  street  Prison ;  so  that  these  nurseries  of  crime, 
nd  places  of  unutterable  domination,  may  be  broken  up.* 

»r  the  amount  of  which  said  sums  of  money  loaned  as  aforesaid,  certificates  of  stole  slock, 
i  proper  form,  shall  be  issued  to  thi1  county  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 
t  the  u<e  of  the  said  county  j  which  said  Mock  shall  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner 
i  other  state  stock,  and,  from  ami  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
rvd  and  thirty-four,  and  not  before,  .shall  bear  an  interest  of  "five  per  cent,  per  annum, 
lyable  half  yearly,  and  Ik:  redeemable  thirty  years  after  the  passage  of  this  act;  and  the 
.id  rounty  commissioners  arc  hereby  autliorixcd  to  raise  the  aforesaid  sura  of  one  hundred 
id  twenty  thousand  dollars,  bv  loan,  in  any  mode  or  manner  in  which  money  for  the  ordi- 
*ry  purposes  and  ccpcissfti?  of*said  rounty.  may  by  law  be  raised  or  obtained. 
.SlXT.  J.  And  he  U  further  cnm:loI  hi  t->c  autiioritu  aforesaid,  That  every  |<crscn  who 
ail  he  convicted,  in  any  court  in  id:  Eastern  District  of  this  commonwealth,  of  any 
ime  committed  after  th**  iirst  day  <»f  May  nerd,  whose  punishment  under  the  present  exist  - 
if  Jaws,  would  be  imprisonment  in  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  hou.*~c  of  Philadelphia  for  one 
:?:r,  ct  anv  term  exceeding  one  vear.  shall  l»c  sentence*!  by  the  proper  court  to  suffer 

lor  the 


•  \  Cm*  •  1  I 

iisif  Umcjil  by  separate  or  solitary  coatineineiii  at  labor  in  the  state  Penitentiary  lb 
.isloni  District,  for  such  times  re.sp-'rtivelv.  as  the  provisions  of  the  afurc.«aid  faws 
ithorixc  aiitl  direct  such  convicted  criminals  t«i  be  sentenced  to  be  confined  in  the  t 


s  now 
afon> 

id  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  the  persons  so  sentenced  as  aforesaid. 
hit*-  confined  in  the  said  slate  Penitentiary,  shall  be  treated  in  a!!  respects,  in  t!ie  manncr 
hsch  the  net.  cntitied  '•  A  i'urllier  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  r.n  act  to  re!*  inn  the  Penal 
ws  of  this  commonwealth,"  approved  the  twenty-third  <!j:y  of  April.  on»»  thousand  eight 
tadred  and  twentv-nine.  directs  that  persons  coir*  ie  led  ui:dcr  the  provision.-,  then,  of,  .-hall 
:■  treated  during  iWir  imprisonment  iu  the  M>id  »iato  Pcnitonlinrv. 

Skc'T.  •%.  Ami  be  it  further  cnnrtsd  by  the  authority  p/Sti'miTt,  That  every  person  who 
tall  bo  convicted  in  any  court  iu  th-  }*.u<'  j.u  l)i-'.rie:  oft  Ms  conimonwrullli,  of  any  crime 
r-ntmitu*!  after  the  lirst  day  of  i»!.*:y  n«  J.  i*i:o.se  pu:i:shn;<  nt.  under  the  procnt  existing 
i*v»,  would  bo  impri.'H.nii.eijl  in  tlu'  Juil  and  Fviiiio.ii'jiry  hou>e  of  Philadelphia  far  any 
'.ttti  less  than  one  year,  rhali  In.1  s-n  to  need  by  die  proper  court  to  receive  hi.*  or  her  punibh- 
w-n!  in  the  countv'Jail  i.f  die  jn^r  county. 

Sect.  5.  Anti  be  it  further  rn>u:t*-d  l-u  the  cithority  afurcs.-irf.  That  criminals,  sentenced 
i«  directed  in  Mid  by  "die  third  seeti«»:i  of  thi*  nrt,  thrift  be  removed  tu  the  aforesaid  state 
Pvnitcntiary  at  the  expense  of  the  proper  county  ;  sv'»jccl.  ii'-vcrthcicsa.  to  be  detained  and 
omfined  in  tin;  Jail  and  Penitentiary  horse  of  Philadelphia,  until  a  sufficient  number  of 
■*!ls  Micdl  if  finished  in  i he  j.;::d  .■>■.:■  te  Penitentiary,  to  uu.Me  ihe  i..sprclors  thereof  c«:n- 
u-aiendy  to  receive  the  said  i  riir.iual.-.. 

Sr.CT*  0-  Ami  be  it  further  mr.ctrj  hi  the.  authority  aforesaid.  Tint  the  inspectors  <  f  the 
J*!  ;md  Penitentiary,  on  the  ur>t  Monday  in  April,  one  thousand  cisjht  hundred  and  thirty- 
'■ittc,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  cenvci.iciitly  imy  be,  shall  remove  alf  the  convicted  criminal's 
thomay  then  remain  in  said  Jail  and  Penitentiary,  to  tin-  aforesaid  state  Penilc.Hiury  for 
tbcEasLcni  District,  there  to  be  imprisoned.  I;e*:t,  and  |Hiu!>hi:d.  according  to  law  and  their 
*c\ct9\  sentence.*,  until  duly  discharged  :  Proridrd.  'I "no  said  sla'.c  Penitentiary  thall  lx» 
prreared  for  the  reception  of.»ai"l  prisoner*;.  :i*  hennubi  Ion1  provided  for. 

FREDERICK  SMITH,  fyraker  vf  the  House  of  Representatives. 

\VM.  (J.  HAWKINS.  Spnfrr  of  the  >V:.-kV. 

Approved,  the  twenty-eiphih  day  of  IMarch,  A.I).  « tic  thousand  eight  hundred  ami 

tinny-one.  "  GEORGE  WOLF. 

•  AX  ACT  to  provide  for  the  Erection  of  a  New  Prison  nnd  a  [\  blors'  Apartment  within 
tbeCity  suid  C'oui:ly  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  Hale  of  the  County  Prison  in  walnut  Street. 
id  siid'Citv. 
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MARYLAND. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — A  law  was  passed,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  exempting  all  persons,  who  have  resided  in  the  state  four 
months,  from  imprisonment,  when  the  debt  shall  not  exceed  $30 
There  were  imprisoned  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  alone,  for  less  than 
#£0  each,  during  the  year  18*29,  seven  hundred  and  twelve  persons. 

roi..ity  of  Philadelphia,  ihc  cxjk'jhc  whereof  *hail  Ik*  uefroyed  in  ihe  manner  and  ooloflr- 
ipndshcrcinafter  provide*  I. 

.Sect.  4.  And  be  if  further  enarud  b\ 
the  passing  of  this  act,  ihc  court  of  comi 
m.iyor's  courl  of  ihe-  city  of  Philadclph 
residing  in  the  city  or  county  aforesaid,  to  he  conimi>sioiic."rs  for  the  erection  of  said  Prison, 
who**  duty  it  shall  bo,  to  select  and  ixirchasc  a  suitable  site,  williiu  the  city  or  count?  ot 


ai.d  workmanlike  manner :  and  in  ca»c  of  the  death  or  resignation  tit"  any  of  the  said  com- 
mistiiuncrs,  before  the  cuinpletiou  of  their  trust,  the  said  courts  shall  reflectively  appou* 
••■■.itablc  persons  to  fill  the  vacancy,  according  a*  the  same  may  occur. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  nsorted  /•//  the  ^itthorita  sfhrwiid.  That  the  Prison  aforesaid 
shall  be  constructed  on  Mich  plan  as  i!i-'  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  aw 
adopt :  Prcmdrd  a/truy-i.  Thru  the  primi^!;*  ■..?"  :Ii.»  separate  confinement  of  the  prisoner* 
'■o  preserved  and  maintained. 

eSkct.  4.  And b*:  fr  furth.r  ni-wf-d  /•?/  the  .•uth^rit  /  «»/J.r>«-nV/.  That  it  shall  and  nay  ft* 
1  ivvful  to  and  for  tli:*  .si:d  commissioners  to  iu-rrow.  from  any  persou  or  persons, booir» 
; '.clitic  or  corporate,  such  Mini  or  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  in  tlic  whole  the  suno: 
K*\r  hundred  and  fitly  thousrmd  dolkirs.  at  such  times  as  they  may  think  proper,  as  nay  be 
.ecessary  to  defray  "tho  excuses  of  erecting  the  said  Prison ;  and  it  shall  be  thetlnlyof 
ihe  said  cominis.sioiicrs  to  issue  a  certificate  or  certificates,  under  their  hands,  to  the  krwitf*. 
;i  sums  not  less  than  <uie  hundred  dollars  each,  'or  t!te  payment  oi'  the.  sum  lent,  with  in- 
torest,  not  exceeding  five  per  ei*ntum  ner  auiuini.  payable  half-yearly ;  which  certificates kirf 
1-e  entered  in  a  book  to  •-«»  k.-pl  for  that  purio-c.  inu\  shall  Ik-  .severally  transferable  brlb* 
■enders  or  their  legal  attorney,  executors.  adni:ui*tratoi>,  «>r  assigns,  by  endorsement  uW- 
of,  r»t  the  office  of  the  emmyssioners.  and  i»i  the  presence  of  one  of  (hem.  or  such  officer  i» 
ih.:y  may  oppoinl  for  that  puqm.se;  and  lor  the  security  nf  the  pcrsous  who  mavbecasr 
.•  U'c: >  .»f  the  loans  hereb\  authorised,  the  Jail  uud  Penitentiary  house  of  PhiladHplc*. 
•  c-mmouly  called  the  Walnut  street  Prison,  and  the  Paine  street  Apartment,  and  the  lots*'1 
,ro-uid  on  which  they  arc  erected,  hounded  by  Walnut.  Sixth,  and  Prune  street*,  in  **^ 
••\v,  shall  be.  and  arc  hereby  specifically  jiledgcd  ;  and  the  said  loans  shall  Ik*  paid  offoB" 
«*f  tin:  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  tlie  said  \Valuut  street  Prison  and  Prune  street  Apertmeai 
i  nd  the  lots  thereunto  belonging,  a*  is  hereinafter  provided. 

Stxt.  5.  Aivt  /•*.•  it  farther  ensc1.:d  by  tiu-  ittithon'fij  aforesnid.  That  it  shall  be  the  Auj 
«•    the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  provide  from  time  to  time,  and  par 
>.>cr  to  the  said  con.iiiis>ii>ucr.s,  sufficient  Minis  u»"  money  to  meet  the  interest  which  a* 
•'iconic  due  half- yearly  on  said  loans ;  ;.i;d  for  that  purjKxe.  they  are  hereby  aimta^*'1 
••-.d  r-'f|i'ired  to  hum*  m"one\  in  any  mode  or  manner  in  which  money  for  the  ordinary  par- 
ses and  expenses  of  said  "count  \  "may  by  law  Ik*  raised  or  obtained" 

S  !*.'.■;•.  f«.  And  be  i'  further  fn'trtedby  'tin-  authority  « foretold,  That  it  shall  be  thetlu'.t 
i.*  t!ie  said  commissioners  to  select  and  purchase  a  suitable  site  in  the  city  cr  county  o* 
Philadelphia,  and  erect  thereon  a  building  to  be  called  die  Debtors'  Apartment  of  there/ 
.<::-[  comity  of  Philadelphia,  the  title  to  be  vested  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia ;  and  the 
•■\:%«'iiv  oY  meeting  the  same  shall  be  pn»\ided  for  and  defrayed  hv  Ok*  county  eoimav 
si j,wr :  «if  said  county,  on  warrants  drawn  on  them  by  the  commissioners  for  building  in* 
-.-.'d  Priso'i ;  and  the  s.iid  county  eonnnissioiiers  an*  h"en;by  auth»irized  to  raise  the  mooej 
«u  cessary  thi  rr-for,  in  any  mode  "or  maimer  in  which  money  for  the  ordinary  i*urp«>»es  aa*i 
•..♦.''(•liscs  <».*  viid  coit:ity  m~yy  by  law  l>e  rrised  or  obtained. 

Si-.fr.  7.  A.vi  tf  itYnrth'-r  en>tetfd  by  thr  ■  nit horitu  at ore itaid.  That  so  soon  as  thf#ai« 
no w  county  Prison  and  Debtors'  Apartment  shall  be  erected  and  prepared  for  the  revepw*' 
of  prisoner-,  it  s!:.\!l  U*  the  dutv  of  the  insp*'etors  of  the  Prison  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Phdadelj  lua.  to  ;;  ke  charge  of  the  same,  and  to  remove,  or  cause  to  be  reiimved  thereti-. 
all  persons  win,  .u.iy  then  be  confined  in  t'ne  Prison  on  Arch  street  in  the  said  city  ;  wl 
the  officer*  who  ).i\*:  then  in  charge  the  debtors  and  persons  confined  as  witnesses  to  b' 
r-.-moved  '.oiae  I>.-V«tf  :»-s*  AjMirlmenl.  aul  the  othei>,  toUieinew  Prison  of  the  city  and  couat) 
aforesaid:  .md  micii  proviMT.i  >hall  be  made  in  the  arrangements  of  the  said  fJcolors'  AnaT- 
.■«ct)«.  us  xiv.'.l  p^;  *ou*  couruicvl  u.«  '.vitziesses  shall  have  no  communication  with  debtors  i  ul 
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The  law  of  the  last  session  will  probably  save  from  imprisonment,  in  a 
ingle  year,  not  less  than  twelve  hundred  persons,  in  the  state  of  Mar j- 
and.  This  law  is  contained  in  a  single  section,  and  expressed  in  a  few 
vords  of  obvious  meaning;  and  will,  in  all  probability,  prove  a  more 
ifiectual  remedy  for  the  great  evils  of  imprisonment,  than  some  of  the 
aws  of  other  slates  of  many  sections,  of  similar  import,  but  of  doubtful 
ind  difficult  interpretation  and  easy  evasion. 

Henceforth,  all  persons  who.  by  the  existing  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  are  liable  to  be 
oofined  in  the  Arch  street  Prison,  as  also  all  persons  who  may  be  confined  for  debts  or  as 
•itaeaics,  shall  be  respectively  sent  to  the  new  Prison  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phfla- 
dpbia.  and  the  Debtors'  Apartment,  there  to  be  kept,  treated,  and  governed,  according  to 
ucn  rules  and  regulations  as  the  said  inspectors,  who  have  the  charge  thereof,  with  the 
pprobation  of  the  court  of  common  picas  and  quarter  sessions  of  said  county,  and  the  may- 
r%  court  of  said  city,  may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish :  Provided  air  ays, 
mU  the  same  be  not  inconsistent  with,  or  contrary  to,  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
ommonwealth,  and  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Skct.  8.  And  be  it  furtJter  enacted  by  the.  authority  aforesaid,  That  cvary  person  who 
ball  hc^  convicted,  after  the  completion  of  said  new  Prison,  in  any  court  of  criminal  juris- 
iction  in  the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia,  of  any  crime,  the  punishment  of  which  would 
e  imprisonment  in  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadelphia,  for  a  period  of  time 
uder  one  year,  shall  be  sentenced  by  the  proper  court  to  suffer  punishment  in  the  new 
rison  aforesaid,  by  separate  confinement  at  labor  for  and  during  the  term  of  their  sentence, 
nd  shall  be  fed,  clothed  and  treated  as  nearly  as  may  be  practicable,  in  the  same  manner 
s  is  provided  by  law  in  rclution  to  jicrsons  confined  in  the  Eastern  state  Penitentiary,  ia 
alitary  confinement  at  labor. 

Sect.  9.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  That  the  commissioners 
ppoinled  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  creeling  the  new  Prison  aforesaid,  be  and 
aey  are  authorized  to  grant,  bargain,  and  sell  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  bouse  of  Philadel- 
am,  commonly  called  the  Walnut  street  Prison  and  Prune  street  Apartment,  together  with 
seir  lots  of  ground  whereon  the  same  are  erected,  bounded  by  Walnut,  Sixth,  and  Prune 
tracts,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  altogether,  or  in  parts  or  parcels,  at  such  time  or  times, 
ad  upon  such  terms  and  conditions,  as  tbey,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  determine ;  to 
sake  and  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  for  the  same,  conveying  a  fee  simple 
9  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  :  Provided,  That  the  said  Prison  shall  remain  in  its  present 
late  until  the  prisoners  shall  be  removed  therefrom  to  the  new  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern 
Xslrict,  in  such  manner  as  shall  t>c  provicled  for  by  law. 

Sect.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  the  «!uty 
i  the  said  commissioners  for  erecting  said  Prison,  ana  they  are  hereby  required,  as  soon 
is  tbey  receive  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  Walnut  street  Prison  and 
Prone  street  Apartment,  and  the  lots  thereunto  belonging,  to  pay  off  and  discharge  the  loans 
t*y  may  have  obtained  under  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  and  all  other 
debts  by  them  contracted  in  relation  to  their  duties,  and  to  pay  the  residue  to  the  com  mis - 
noners,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  apply  the  same  to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  said 
ttuoty. 

8ect.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  com  mis - 
timers  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  compensation  for  their  services,  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  for 
ifarm  or  cither  of  them  to  l>e  concerned  as  principals,  agents,  or  otherwise,  in  any  contracts 
coBDccted  with  tlic  building  of  said  Prison  or  Debtors'  Apartment,  or  derive  any  profit  or 
tdvaniagc  from  the  same  j  but  they  arc  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk,  whose  duty  it  shall 
bo  to  take  care  of  the  books  and  pai^rs,  and  perform  such  older  duties  as  may  be  directed 
by  them ;  which  clerk  shall  receive  lor  his  services,  such  compensation  as  the  commissioners 
■ay  direct,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  moneys  to  be 
nmed  by  loan  under  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissioners. 
to  submit  their  accounts  annually  to  the  auditors  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  who  arc  to 
examine  and  report  them  as  is  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  accounts  or  the  county 
commissioners. 

Sect.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners 
uorcsaid,  previous  to  making  auy  contract  for  building  the  said  Prison,  or  for  rarnishing 
■^tni'ff  lor  the  *ame,  shall  first  give  notice,  by  public  advertisement,  in  two  or  more  of  the 
Isiy  papers,  and  continue  the  same  at  least  three  weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the 
laid  materials  on  the  most  economical  terms. 

FREDERICK  SMITH,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtvx* 
WM.  G.  HAWKINS,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 

GEORGE  WOLF 

G2 
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Penitentiary  in  Baltimore.— The  new  building  for  the  accommodatm 
of  nearly  400  convicts  in  separate  cells  is  occupied,  the  discipline  im- 
proved, and  the  earnings  of  the  convicts  exceed  all  expenses  of  their 
support.  The  amount  of  earnings  above  the  expenses  of  the  establish- 
ment are  thus  stated  bj  the  directors  in  their  annual  report : — "  This 
document  presents  a  nett  gain  for  the  nine  months  comprising  the  ser- 
vice of  the  present  board,  of  99,639  6*6,  (or,  inclusive  of  the  annual 
instalment  on  the  loan  of  1822,  of  $10,639  66.)"  A  loss  of  stock  of 
$5,322  72  in  the  first  quarter,  deducted  from  the  last  sum,  leave* 
$5,316  94,  the  gain  of  the  whole  year,  after  defraying  the  ordinan 
expenses  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  maintenance  of  the  codticU, 
payments  of  interest  on  loans,  &c.  &c. 

The  new  board  of  directors  have  introduced  the  business  of  wearing 
woollen  goods,  in  the  female  department,  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
full  occupation  to  the  women.     The  board  say  also,  that, 

"  They  have  not  neglected  the  primary  object  of  the  institution,  the  reformation 
of  criminals.  They  have  devoted  strict  attention  to  regulations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  discipline,  and  have  been  gratified  by  a  happy  coincidence  of  their  mate 
with  their  own  anticipations. 

•'  The  fact,  confirmed  by  the  whole  history  of  crime,  that  neglect  of  educatiotin 
its  relations  to  mental  cultivation  and  the  means  of  procuring  honest  subsistence,* 
among  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  vice,  early  impressed  upon  the  board  the  pro- 
priety of  a  general  system  of  instruction,  which  might  comprehend  the  whole  mas 
of  the  convicts.  They  accordingly  caused  them  to  be  arranged  into  classes,  suit- 
ably organized  in  regard  to  capacity,  to  be  provided  with  teachers  selected  fie* 
among  the  most  intelligent  of  the  convicts,  and  furnished  with  the  necessary  boob 
and  means  of  general  education  in  various  departments  appropriate  to  their  retpec- 
tive  talents.  They  assigned  to  them  the  upper  story  of  the  western  wing  as  a  school 
room,  where  they  should  assemble  every  Sabbath  day,  and  devote  all  parts  of  it  not 
employed  in  the  ujual  religious  exercises,  to  the  pursuit  of  various  useful  attain- 
ments. The  whole  being  under  the  superintendence  of  the  keeper  and  other  of 
the  officers,  the  utmo3t  order  and  decorum  prevail,  and  the  steadiness  and  care  with 
which  the  object  has  been  pursued,  have  resulted  in  corresponding  improvement 

"  The  advantages  of  this  regulation  are  not  confined  to  the  intellectual  benefit* 
derived  from  it  by  the  convicts,  but  are  evinced  in  an  entire  destruction  of  the  in* 
proper  indulgences  and  corrupt  association,  to  which  exemption  from  labor  formerly 
afforded  them  more  opportunity  on  Sunday  than  any  other. 

"The  moral  improvement  of  the  culprit,  and  not  the  vengeance  of  the  law> 
the  grand  object  of  Prison  discipline,  to  accomplish  which  end  at  the  least  possible 
expense  to  the  state,  is  the  great  desideratum.    The  experience  of  this  insutatioi 
amply  proves,  that  the  prisoners  can  be  so  employed  as  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  establishment;  and  it  has  recently  been  ascertained,  that,  after  performing*11 
amount  of  labor  commensurate  with  the  cost  of  their  support,  there  are  large  por- 
tions of  time,  which  must  remain  unemployed,  or  very  ill-employed,  unless  properly 
directed  to  pursuit*,  which  will  increase  the  intellectual  powers,  and  thus  prevent 
the  mind  from  sinking  into  apathy,  and  cherishing  the  perverted  conceptions  already 
existing.    The  experiment,  although  imperfectly  tried,  warrants  the  assertion,  that 
convicts  are  not  only  capable  of  intellectual  culture,  but  that  they  gladly  resort  to 
the  means  of  instruction,  as  a  relief  from  corroding  reflections ;  and  that  this  diversity 
of  employment,  so  far  from  infringing  upon  the  amount  of  labor,  gives  them  more 
alacrity,  and  consequently  incites  to  greater  industry ;  that  since  the  institution  of 
our  school,  there  has  been  less  vice  and  immorality,  and  that  the  aspect  of  the  pris- 
oners is  greatly  improved ;  the  dark  scowl  of  despondency  or  desperation  having 
changed  into  the  more  confiding  look  of  hope,  and  the  more  cheerful  expression 
of  contented  employment.    There  are  now  few  blank,  vacant  visages;  all  exhibit 
the  marks  or  active  thought    We  are  confident,  that  the  only  plan  for  effectuating 
the  designs  of  penal  law,  is  to  blend  productive  labor  with  useful  education.** 

The  crime,  the  sex,  the  color,  the  nativity,  the  length  of  sentence, 
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he  number  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence  and  pardon,  the 
lumber  of  deaths,  and  the  increase  of  convicts,  are  stated  in  the  note* 
clow.* 

House  of  Refuge  in  Baltimore. — An  act  of  incorporation  has  been 
btained  from  the  legislature  for  this  institution,  and  its  prospects  in 
egard  to  funds,  and  its  hold  upon  the  public  mind  are  such,  that  great 
xpectation8  are  cherished  of  its  speedy  establishment,  and  its  ultimate 
uccess. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

New  Penitentiary. — It  is  finished,  and  ready  to  be  occupied. 

VIRGINIA. 

Penitentiary  in  Richmond. — Governor  Floyd  says  in  his  message  of 
December  9,  that  "  By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
he  Penitentiary,  herewith  communicated,  the  condition  of  that  Prison 
vill  be  found  to  be  much  improved ;  and  so  far  as  subsequent  convic- 
ious  warrant  the  belief,  the  late  enactments  have,  aided  by  the  new 
trrangement,  contributed  much  to  the  suppression  of  vice  throughout 
he  state.  For  the  arrangement,  the  neatness,  and  internal  manage- 
nent  of  the  institution,  much  is  due  to  the  superintendent,  whose  ability, 
mention,  and  judgment,  deserve  the  highest  commendation.1' 

GEORGIA. 

Penitentiary  at  Afillcdgeville. — Provision  was  made  by  law  at  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature  for  the  erection  of  as  many  solitary  cells  a» 
here  arc  convicts.  The  governor  says  in  his  last  message,  "  Much 
iseful  information  tifes  been  collected  and  published  by  the  Prison  Disci- 
iline  Society  of  Boston.  It  might  be  useful  to  direct  the  purchase  of  a 
considerable  number  of  its  Reports." 

TENNESSEE. 

The  .New  Penitentiary  at  Nashville  is  finished  and  occupied.  It  in 
built  on  the  general  plan  of  the  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Wethersfield. 

•  For  stealing,  90 ;  for  felony,  8 ;  for  murder,  2 j  for  murder  in  the  second  degree,  1  ; 
far  ■Minnh  with  uitcnl  to  murder,  and  breaking  out  and  escaping  from  the  Penitentiary,  3 ; 
far  assault  with  intent  to  murder,  1 ;  for  manslaughter,  2 ;  for  house-breaking,  1 ;  for  horse- 
fleafing,  4  $  for  assault  with  intent  to  rob,  2 ;  for  assault  and  battery,  1 ;  for  attempt  to  com  • 
oil  rape,  1  $  for  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 ;  for  enticing  slaves  to  run  away,  1. 

Whole  number  committed,  1 17  j  of  whom  58  were  white  males,  1  while*  female  J  43  Mack 
miles,  and  15  black  females. 

Of  the  whole  number  committed,  102  were  Americans,  and  15  foreigners.  Of  the  Ameri- 
cans, 83  were  from  Maryland. 

Of  the  sentences,  sixty  were  for  2  years j  seven  for  3  years;  seven  for  4  years >  twenty- 
tight  for  5  years ;  six  for  G  years ;  four  for  7  years ;  one  for  8  years ;  two  for  10  years ;  one 
for  15  vears  j  and  one  for  25  years. 

Of  the  whole  number,  75  were  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence ;  15  by  pardon  ;  and 
13  by  death.  The  number  of  prisoners  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  was  366  j  at  the 
.'lo*c  of  the  year,  370. 

43 
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report  to  the  legislature)  consists  of  "  solitary  confinement  at  labor,  with 
instruction  in  labor ,  in  morals,  and  in  religion"  This  system  the  in- 
spectors say,  and  in  this  they  are  supported  by  the  physician  and  warden, 
does  not  produce  "  insanity  nor  bodily  infirmity."  Were  the  system 
adopted  in  this  institution  "  absolute  solitude,  without  labor  or  moral 
and  religious  instruction"  they  also  say,  "  they  would  feel  little  hesita- 
tion in  recommending  its  repeal  as  cruel,  because  calculated  to  undermine 
the  moral  and  physical  powers  of  the  prisoner,  and  to  disqualify  him 
from  earning  his  bread  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence  ;  as  impolitic, 
because,  when  persisted  in  beyond  a  very  limited  time,  it  tends  to  harden 
rather  than  reform  the  offender,  while  it  produces  great  expense  to  the 
public,  the  prisoner  contributing  by  labor  in  no  way  to  his  support" 
The  system,  however,  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  modified 
by  labor,  and  moral  and  religious  instruction,  the  board  highly  approve, 
and  thus  describe : — 

"  When  a  convict  first  arrive*,  he  is  placed  in  a  cell  and  left  alone,  without  work, 
and  without  any  hook.  His  mind  can  only  opente  on  itself ;  generally,  hut  few 
hours  elapse  before  he  petitions  for  something  to  do,  and  for  a  Bible.  No  instance 
has  occurred,  in  which  such  a  petition  has  been  delayed  beyond  a  day  or  two.  If 
the  prisoner  have  a  trade  that  can  be  pursued  in  his  cell,  he  is  put  to  work  as  a 
favor ;  as  a  reward  for  good  behavior,  and  as  a  favor,  a  Bible  is  allowed  him.  If  he 
hare  no  trade,  or  one  that  cannot  be  pursued  in  his  cell,  he  is  allowed  to  choose 
one  that  can,  and  he  is  instructed  by  one  of  the  overseers,  all  of  whom  are  master 
workmen  in  the  trades  they  respectively  superintend  and  teach.  Thus  work,  and 
moral  and  religious  book*,  are  regarded  and  received  as  favors,  and  are  withheld  as  a 
punishment 

"  Intemperance  and  thoughtless  folly  are  the  parents  of  crime,  and  the  walls  of 
a  Prison  are  generally  peonjedby  Jhpje  who  have  seldom  seriously  reflected; 
hence  tne  first  object  of  the  officers  ortnis  institution  is,  to  (urn  the  thoughts  of  the 
convict  inwards  upon  himself,  and  to  teach  him  how  to  think ;  in  this  solitude  is  a 
powerful  aid.  Hence  this  mode  of  punishment,  bearing  as  it  does  with  great  se- 
verity upon  the  hardened  and  impenitent  felon,  is  eminently  calculated  to  break 
down  his  obdurate  spirit ;  and  when  that  important  object  of  Penitentiary  discipline 
has  been  gained,  (and  in  any  Prison  it  frequently  is,)  and  when  the  prisoner  has 
once  experienced  the  operation  of  the  principles  of  this  institution  on  a  broken  spirit 
and  contrite  heart,  he  learns,  and  he  feels,  that  moral  and  religious  reflection,  re- 
lieved by  industrious  occupation  at  his  trade,  comfort  and  support  his  mental  and 
physical  powers,  divest  his  solitary  cell  of  all  it*  horrors,  and  his  punishment  of 
much  of  its  severity.  The  impression  thus  made,  instead  of  being  destroyed  by  the 
racers  of  ruffians,  is  cherished  and  fixed  by  the  officers  of  the  Prison. 

"  No  prisoner  is  seen  by  another,  after  he  enters  the  walls.  When  the  years  of 
his  confinement  have  pawed,  his  old  associates  in  crime  will  be  scattered  over  the 
<**rth,  in  Prison,  or  in  the  grave,  and  the  reformed  prisoner  looks  forward  from  this 
Penitentiary  with  a  hope,  that  he  may  pass  his  life,  alter  the  expiration  of  his  sen- 
tence, undiscovered  by  the  community  of  convicts,  and  th.it  should  he  find  a  spot 
whore  he  may  earn  his  livelihood  by  honest  industry,  and  acquire  a  new  character, 
and  friends  who  are  ignorant  of  his  crime,  there  will  be  a  probability  he  may 


exposure  to  the  new  world  he  has  formed  around  him',  and  may  not  be  deprived  of 
his  employment,  and  again  be  driven  by  necessity  to  crime,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
means  of  his  subsistence. 

"  Great  terror  is  known  to  have  been  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  convict 
community  by  this  institution  ;  and  the  small  number  of  prisoners  sent  from  the 
ICasfern  District,  including  a  vast  majority  of  the  population  of  the  state,  together 
with  the  careful  manner  in  which,  it  has  been  ascertained,  the  most  knowing  rogues 
avoid  commit'in?  those  offences  which  would  subject  them  to  Its  discipline,  may 
be  regarded  as  powerful  reasons  for  extending  its  operation  to  those  Penitentiary 
offences  not  at  present  comprehended  within  the  statute. 
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trade.  The  first  prisoner,  a  negro  boy  of  twenty  yean  of  ago,  brought  up  on  • 
farm,  made  a  ahoe  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  commencement  of  his  instruction  in 
the  trade,  which  passed  with  others,  and  was  paid  for  by  the  contractor. 

**  It  appears  by  the  warden's  report,  that  the  expenses  of  the  Penitentiary,  during 
the  whole  time  ft  has  been  in  operation,  tip  to  the  tint  of  December,  1830,  have 
been  more  than  equaled  by  the  amount  of  the  profits  on  the  labor  of  the  convicts ; 
a  balance  of  ft393  72  appearing  to  the  credit  of  the  institution.  As  it  is  a  stab* 
Prison,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  are  paid  by  the  common  wealth,  and  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  estimate.  A  few  old  and  invalid  prisoner)*,  without  trade?,  have  w*'t 
supported  themselves  by  their  labor. 

"  Many  years*  experience  in  tlie  practical  operation  of  the  pen*  I  laws  and  Prison 
discipline  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  inspectors,  and  the  particular  knowledge  of  tin- 
board  in  the  actual  operation  of  this  institution  upon  the  moral  and  physical  powei  * 
of  the  prisoners,  and  upon  the  public  interest*,  have  established  a  conviction  of  th>; 
humanity  and  excellence  of  this  system  of  Penitential y  punishment,  and  that  iu 
permanent  establishment,  and  extension  to  all  crimes  and  misdemeanors  punishable 
by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  under  the  existing  laws,  as  soon  as  on  adequate 
number  of  cells  can  be  provided,  will  be  consistent  with  the  purest  principles  of' 
philanthropy,  and  calculated  to  advance  the  interest.*,  and  sustain  the  ck-Ykied 
character  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. " 

The  reports  of  the  physician  r.nd  warden  we  insert  entire  in  the 
notes  below.* 

•  Extract  from  Dr.  Uache's  Rfj.ort. 

"The  prisoners  thus  far  hnv«>  been  favored  with  a  good  share  of  health.  Same  Lave  ae- 
knowledged  an  improvement  in  tlieir  health,  while  other*  have  evidently  Ijccii  rendered  ic*« 
robuM.  These  contrary  effects  ore  to  be  explained,  by  adverting  to  the  diA'crcut  conditlou* 
in  which  the  prisoners  arritc.  If,  hem  over,  tlie  a\era;n*  condition  of  tiie  health  of  the  prut- 
oners  received  up  to  this  lime,  be  considered,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  physician,  that  it  i.- 
belter  than  when  they  arrived.  This  belief  is  supported  by  the  condition  of  the  three  pris- 
oners that  have  been  discharged.  Two  of  them  preserved  to  the  Ia*t  moment  the  good  sWe 
of  bealdi  with  which  they  were  received,  and  the  third  wa»  muih  improved  in  th:.»  rtb;xci, 
by  bis  own  acknowledgnicnt. 

"Several  mild  rases  of  intermittent  fever  have  occurred,  hut  in  prisoners  who  had  been 
affected  with  the  disease,  not  Ion*  before  tlieir  arrital.  Only  tvio  cases  of  serious  iml^j  osi- 
tkm  have  occurred,  and  but  one  death.  The  fatul  case  »a>  "that  of  a  prisoner  of  iuUiupcrau- 
habits,  who  arrive*!  in  a  di«ca»ed  aiatc,  having  but  recently  aUkrcd  ;.om  a  Aiurc  tit  if  lio- 
ness hi  the  Arch  Street  I'riiou. 

*•  In  the  questions  which  have  liccn  addre.«.*cd  to  the  jtIm  ;:cr«,  the  physician  ha*  dirccU-J 
his  inquiries  particularly  to  two  point*;  tame'y,  the  Itn^h  uf  their  Ijuj.i.ms.imtiI bcicre  «ca- 
victton,  and  their  hahiu  in  regard  to  the  n>e" of  ardent  >pirit.s.  The  im;  livonmcnt  Iclorf 
conviction,  has  been  found  to  em!  race  a  pi  r.'o*',  \«rv:;.g  In  u>  ;•  fi  w  dn\>  .««  r.:i « v,\.Tr  }••.«. 
If  it  be  important  for  ihe  good  ofjocicty.  and  the  >ike  of  the  criminal,  Unit  he  &Lou!d  M-rv  » 
out  the  sentence  of  the  law  in  s*>par«>ie  ct  nfinenicnt,  it  nuist  l«e  cij'.ial'y  >o  for  the  unt/ic  1 
prisoner,  on  the  supjuwitiou  of"  his  guilt,  and  lor  a  much  stronger  rca:-c:i  ut  cose  of  his  ii*.:»- 
eence.  Until  this  evil  te  removed,  the  moral  ope i alien  of  upuiati:  ti-tfiw nu:;l  en  tir>* 
prisoner  after  conviction  will  he  h'«Hcned  in  it*  c-nVcts. 


receivi 

been 

•hid 

"  The  effects  of  the  >ejii-.rato  confinement  on  tin-  n.:nd  have  U.en  an  uliv.  c  ly  w  i.U  I.e.*.  N  > 
laslance  has  occurred  of  the  production  of  mental  di-tca^c.  Iti  mend  elTects  are  csu  t-ur»»  - 
tag,  and  are  in  strong  conlra&l  with  the  coniu:::iii.iti::jr  iu:!ei«:cc»  ail.-ii-s  cut  of  ll.e  a^u- 
lion  of  criminals. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  the  physician  feel*  jiKtne.l  to  rendu' V,  from  his  cxrrricnrc  in  th» 
Penitentiary,  ihnt  this  p!.<n*of  the  separate  tuntiiicmi  nl  of  ci.niiiial-,  if  in  >ome  iu»tar.r.-» 
injurious  to  the  constitution,  i>  uuich  more  favondle  to  the  health  and  live*  of  the  priso;.u», 
1MB  confinement  in  Prison!,  ou  the  old  p!a^.— All  which  is  ivsjmhM'.iiMv  submitted. 

"January  1, 1C31.  FRANKLIN  UACliK,  Physician  K.  P." 

Sccimd  Jlcpprt  nftJit  Wardtn. 

"  In  my  report  last  year,  I  confident! v  stated  my  In  lief,  that  if  the  f.ute  would  pruviUc 
the  necessary  stock 
two  yean  or  upward 
happy  in  being  able  ^ 


and  implements,  the  prisoners,  whose  tenn  of  eonfiiH  tnent  extended  U» 
Is,  would  be  enabled  to  defray  the  exj«en«.es  of  their  maintenance.  I  fe*"l 
le  to  state,  that  one  year's  "experience  has  completely  confirmed  lot* 
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The  crimes  for  which  the  convicts  were  sent  to  this  Penitentiary, 
were,  for  manslaughter,  one  ;  for  robbing  United  States  mail,  one  ;  for 
rape,  one ;  for  highway  robbery,  two ;  for  passiug  counterfeit  money, 
three ;  for  robbery,  four ;  for  forgery,  eight ;  for  murder,  eight ;  for  burg- 
lary, fifteen ;  for  horse-stealing,  fifteen. 

The  remarks  of  the  inspectors,  in  their  report  to  the  legislature,  in 
r*  .rard  to  the  number  committed  for  murder,  appear  to  be  entitled  to 
particular  consideration. 

"  It  will  be  perceived,"  say  they,  "  that  eijrht  prisoner*,  certainly  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  convicts,  are  committed  for  murder  in  thr  second  degree,  and  it  may  not  be 
inappropriate  to  the  oiijocU  of  this  report,  to  offer  some  remarks  resulting  therefrom, 

belief.  Kvon  more  linn  been  realized  ;  for  every  prisoner,  with  four  exception*,  who  hat 
born  here  even  six  inunihs,  is  now  earning  his  maintenance.  Tlieso  exceptions  are.  tint. 
the  prisoner  known  as  number  11',  wlw  w.i*  brought  here  ill,  and  whose  illness  continued 
almost  without  cessation  until  the  time  of  his  decease.  Secondly,  number  8,  who  was  M 
t-iVidi'l  nt  the  lime  of  his  reception,  and  continues  so.  Thirdly,  number $\,  who  is  upwards 
of  »".xty  years  of  age,  an  J  infirm  •,  and  fourthly,  number  oG,  wlio  i*  a!>u  infirm,  and  seventy* 
two  years  of  age. 

"  Alosl  of  the  new  inmate*  who  are  now  learning  trades,  cannot  of  course  earn  much, and 
hence  at  the  present  lime,  in  examining  their  account*,  a  balance  will  be  found  against  the 
vou:itic*  which  have  *;;nt  them;  but  an  dure  is  i-very  reasonable  |>rospect  that  they  will, 
during  the  iit'xt  year,  more  thnu  make  up  this  deilcicney ,  1  would  rosjiectfully  suggest  to  the 
board  of  in<pectors  llio  propriety  of  not  acuding  to  those  counties  the  bilU  for  tint  drA- 
t  j«::icVI  I  am  the  more  induced  to  rccommun  1  ibis  course,  Irom  Ii*-«j  fact,  (presented  by  aa 
<  Xiiui'iiiatHNi  of  our  receipts  and  cx;>eudiu:iv*,  including  ou  actouii'.  of  »tot-k  on  hand,  upts 
the  first  of  December,)  that  the  eiitabiUlinvMit,  from  il«  co.uinoaetiiient  to  Uiat  period,  mors 
than  MUp]Kjrted  itself.  The  salaries  of  the  otliccrs,  boin«j  paid  by  the  Mute,  arc  not  inchnted 
ia  thin  statement. 

*'  It  may  be  remarked,  that  all  those  engaged  at  shoemak'ng,  and  most  of  the  weavers, 
have  learned  their  rev|>eclivc  trade*  since  they  came  here,  ami  of  course  will  rouliuue  to 
improve  in  dexterity.  Again,  the  expense  of  Oie  |>rcsent  small  huuiIkt  of  convicts  is  nock 
greater  in  pn>]>ortioii  than  that  of  a  lar^e  uumber ;  and  it  is  my  opinion,  that  the  Penitentiary, 
when  it  will  bo  occupied  by  three  hundred  primmer*,  or  u;>\varus,  with  an  adequate  capita], 
ran  1m;  made  fully  and  entirely  to  pay  all  its  expense*,  including  the  salaries  of  its  eiheexs. 
The  sliort  time  we  have  been  ia  operation  inducer  uie  to  believe,  that  tlic  u«tl  profits  of  a 
Privon  conducted  on  the  pb.n  of  separate  confinement  will  be  greater  than  thote  which 
might  «*sull  from  joint  lal>or.  The  docile  and  obedient  conduct  of  the  convicts,  and  the 
great  cart*  of  managiug  them,  have  fully  realized  my  highest  anticipation'*.  lly  the  phy>iciaa'» 
report,  it  will  be  seen,  that  they  have  generally  enjoyed  good  health ;  ami  1  sincerely  hope 
a:>d  believe,  that  some  of  them  have  eA]M»rieiiccd  UsudiL  from  the  religious  instruction  they 
have  received,  aided  by  those  rutlectioii*  which  >o!iUil>»  so  naturally  produces. 

"  Fy  the  document  marked  A.,  it  will  t*>  sen.  Uiat  loity-cight  state,  and  one  United  State! 
jH-Aonera,  have  beeu  received  into  the  Penitentiary  during  the  year  1C.K).  Three  have  Iwea 
ducharged  by  expiration  of  their  sentences,  and  one  (number" J!*)  has  died  :  nine  being  the 
number  in  Prison  on  the  first  of  January,  1SJ0,  leaves  us  tiHy-foiir ;  thirty  -five  of  the*e  art 
employed  in  the  weaving  department ;  nine  in  the  shocmaiiing ;  two  tailors;  one  black- 
south ;  one  carver  \  one  cook ;  ibur  wool-pickers  ;  one  cabinet  maker. 

"A  few  weeks  only  have  elapsed  since  die  discharge  of  the  two  iir»l  prisoners ;  during 
thy  short  period,  their  conduct  has  beeu  exemplary. 

•Mf  the  judges  of  the  several  courts  in  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania  could  be  m» 
duced  to  visit  and  carefully  examine  this  establishment,  1  believe  their  sentence*,  in 


instances,  would  not  l>e  so  light  as  at  present,  for  !  am  induced  to  suppose,  Uiat  this  mikf- 
ness  is  based  on  the  suppoiilion,  that  (Mir  >>Meni  of  discipline  is  excessively  severe. 

"  To  an  old  convict,  accustomed  to  Ik*  sentenced  to  five  or  ten  years,  a  senteucc  of  oaa 
appears  a  trivial  {Hiiiishmenl,  mid  a  novice  cannot  always  be  taught  in  Uiat  period  a  busi- 
ih'j»s  that  will  l>e  of  service  to  him.  The  ra*cs  of  numbers  3C  an<l  30  may  lie  mentioned  ia 
•mpport  of  this  opiniou ;  lads  of  eighteen  anil  nineteen  years  of  age,  seuteaced  to  one  veer 
oaly,  might,  if  their  .iculeuccs  had  extended  to  Uirce  years,  have  been  taught  saocmaaiag 
or  weaving,  and  thus  have  Inreu  enabled  to  supjHirt  Uteinselves  wlien  discharged. 

■'  )f  any  difficulties  wit*  predicted  by  those  opj»oscd  to  the  system  of  separate  labor, 
tome  of  which  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  irrelevant  for  me  hrielly  to  notice.  And  first, 
it  was  said  that  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  couvicts  wouhl  l>c  so  heavy,  Uiat  the  coun- 
ties would  not  be  willing  to  defray  it.  Tins  examination  of  our  accounts,  as  before  men- 
sjoaed,  shows,  that  the  labor  of  the  convicts  has  fully  paid  all  the  expenses  of  their  kiipporL 

*  ttocon<Uy,  that  the  punishment  was  so  severe,  that  men  could  not  endure  it,  ai^i  that 
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d  to  assign  tome  reasons  why,  in  recommending  the  extension  of  this  system  of 
ntshment,  the  board  has  confined  its  recommendation  to  those  offences  at  present 
>jcct  to  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  and  consequently  excluding  murder  in  the 
*t  degree. 

1  In  Pennsylvania,  no  crime  is  punishable  with  death,  but  murder  perpetrated  by 
ans  of  poison,  or  by  lying;  in  wait,  or  by  some  other  kind  of  wilful,  deliberate,  ant! 
meditated  killing,  or  perpetrated  in  the  commission  of  certain  crimes  which  were 
inerly  capital.  Such  murder  is  of  the  first  degree.  The  reluctance  with  which 
fessed  criminals  appear  to  resort  to  blood  in  Pennsylvania,  may  probably  be 
red  to  this  source ;  we  find  them  almost  always,  when  detected  in  the  pcrpetra- 
i  of  crimes,  submitting  to  their  captors  without  resorting  to  murder  as  the  mean*  of 
ape,  having  engaged  in  the  transaction  without  deliberately,  because  necessarily, 
ermining  to  subject  themselves  to  the  danger  of  the  gallows.  Deliberate  murder 
:old  blood  is  generally  committed  for  gain,  or  as  the  mean-  of  escape  from  the  con- 

XMild  destroy  them  mentally  and  physically.  The  report  of  the  physician  compietclv 
ites  these  allegations,  and  my  own  observations  convince  me.  that  if  we  sure  in  error,  the 
tern  is  too  mild,  particularly  wlicre  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  (inly  for  a^ycar.  In  rcla- 
i  to  the  supposed  iiijurious'cnccts  of  the  discipline  on  the  minds  and  bodies  of  the  pri><- 


prisoncT  has  been  brought  to  see  the  errors  of  his  past  life,  and  thus  has  been  led  to  a 
le  of  repentance,  his  celt  nas  appeared  to  lose  ail  it«  horrors,  and  several  instances  have 
tady  occurred,  wliere  the  prisoucr  has  expre>sci!  his  thankfulness,  and  acknowledge*  1 


and  most  of  diem  arc  industrious).  It  is  to 
..  that  the  .severity  of  our  system  is  the  moM 
parent.  Do  not  these  facts  an.iwcr  another  objection,  that  solitary  confinement  does  not 
t  equally  on  all  minds  ?  That  it  does  not  act  equally  on  all.  is  manifest ;  but  it  acts  the 
Ml  powerfully,  and  with  the  most  severity,  on  those  towards  whom  the  exercise  of  addi- 
ng! severity  is  obviously  indispensable ;  aiid  I  am  inclined  to  Udieve,  that  those  who  Live 
ul  vehemently  condemned  its  severity,  wilt,  before  manv  year*,  censure  its  mildness. 
"Thirdly,  that  the  prisoners  would  he  deprived  of  all  religious  instruction  except  such  u.s 
ty  might  receive  privately  in  their  cells,  inasmuch  as  th«*y  could  not  he  brought  into  a 
om  together.  During  the  past  year,  service  has  been  pufofWd,  mostly  once  a  week,  by 
e  minister,  preaching  in  the  corridcr.  to  ;i!l  the  convicts  in  the  establishment,  without  their 
iog  removed  from  their  cells,  or  seeing'  or  communicating  with  each  other,  and  the  various 
ipresMons  thereby  produced  have  lx.-en  similar  in  appearance  to  those  in  any  other  ns- 
mhly  of  the  same  nunil»er.  In  what  manner  can  man  htr  placed,  wliere  the  words  of  the 
spci  would  be  more  impressive  than  in  tlieir  situation '.' — sitting  alone,  without  seeing  or 
ag  seen  by  any  human  beinsrj  nothing  to  abstract  their  thought* ,  or  divert  them  from 
e  truths  delivered  to  them  ;  alone  ulx.i"iliey  hear.  and  left  alone,  when  the  minister  has 
lisbed,  to  ponder  and  reflect. 

"Fourthly,  it  has  been  said,  thai  t:,e  pr'.<oners  could,  and,  tlierefhrc,  would  be  likely  to 
ramunicate  from  cell  to  cell.  I  believe  it  possible  for  a  prisoner  to  hollow  so  loud  thai  !>•• 
»y  be  heard.  The  keeper,  however,  ha*  by  far  the  best  opportunity  of  hearing}  but  w.- 
ve  never  known  an  instance  of  their  tbu-  communicating;  nor  do  I  believe,  that  any  yr$- 
ertn  the  establishment  knows  who  in  in  th"  next  cell  to  him.  Those  who  have  been  dis- 
arm!, have  cone  out  unacquainted  with  those  who  have  bet  a  inmates  with  them. 
"Whatever  doubts  may  have  formerly  exi.-'M  in  the  iniiids  of  some  of  the  members  of  the 
pslaturc  of  this  state,  as  to  the  efficiency  of  our  system  of  separate  confineaient,  I  tre«t 
r  experience  hai  removed  them  so  fail  as  to  authorize  the  erection  of  additional  ci-ik 
Inch  can  he  built  on  a  plan  much  more  economical  than  tho«e  already  constructed)  hefoio 
J  conclusion  of  the  present  session.  If  this  measure  be  rot  adopted.  1  fear  that  suuch  in- 
Dvenience  and  injury  will  lie  the  inevitable  result. 

"The  law  requires,  that  the  hoard  of  insficciors  snail,  en  cr  before  the  first  of  January  iu 

cry  year,  make  a  report  in  writing  to  tht-  legislature.    Ii  also  provides  that  the  account -> 

the  several  counties,  from  which  there  may  l>c  balances  due,  shall  be '  transmitted  to  then 

or  before  the  first  Monday  in  February  ;""  evidently  intending  to  afford  time  to  snake  up 

I  accounts  of  the  establishment  to  the  first  of  the  y<  ar. 

II  If  the  legislature  would  adopt  the  period  of  the  iirst  of  February ,  for  receiving  the  vrr.-.-ri. 
»ooid  be  much  more  convenient. 

"la  conclusion.  I  feel  bound  to  say,  that  everyday  of  my  experience  only  more  and 
ire  fully  convinces  me,  that  separate  confinement,  with  labor,  and  moral  and  religious 
traction,  is  the  motel  perfect  and  most  lw»m»ficial  system  for  the  management  of  convicts 
own  to  me  ",  embracing  in  its  details  all  the  advantages,  and  avoiding  most  of  the  evils, 
ich  are  inherent  In  every  other  plan  which  hrs  occupied  my  attention." 

G 


i 
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▼iction  of  a  crime  subject  to  the  same  kind  of  penalty;  and  His  a  fact  worthy  of  nonce, 
that  in  no  instance  has  the  crime  of  a  prisoner  of  this  doss,  now  in  confinement,  result- 
ed from  a  thirst  for  gain,  or  from  a  desire  to  escape  from  the  penalty  of  another  offence. 
These  offenders  appear  to  have  yielded  to  the  impulse  of  ungovernable  passion,  and 
intemperance  from  drink,  (infirmities  and  vices  which  no  human  law  can  effectually 
control,)  and  personal  quarrels  and  rencounters  have  resulted  in  murdc rs.  1 1  is  there- 
fore respectfully  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  to  determine,  whether 
the  reduction  of  the  grade  of  murder  in  the  first  degree,  to  the  class  of  Penitentiary 
offences,  may  not  tend  to  multiply  those  deliberate  murders,  heretofore  infrequent 
in  Pennsylvania,  by  removing  the  terror  of  death  as  a  punishment,  and  counterbal- 
ancing any  addition  to  the  term  of  imprisonment,  by  the  increased  chances  of  suc- 
cess and  escape  resulting  from  murder." 

Remarks  might  have  been  added  concerning  the  shortness  of  time 
for  which  some  were  sent  for  murder,  compared  with  the  length  of  time 
for  which  others  were  sent  for  horse-stealing  and  burglary.  One  man 
for  murder  was  sent  for  four  years,  and  another  for  two  years ;  while 
for  horse-stealing  one  was  sent  for  four  years,  and  for  burglary  two  were 
sent  for  nine  years  each,  and  two  for  ten  years  each. 

But  while  there  appears  in  a  few  cases  to  be  a  disproportion  between 
the  punishment  and  the  offence,  there  is  in  all  the  cases  taken  together, 
evidence  of  mildness  and  lenity  in  the  operation  of  the  criminal  code  of 
Pennsylvania.  Of  the  fifty-eight  cases  sent  to  the  new  Penitentiary, 
there  were  none  for  life;  five  for  twelve  years;  one  for  eleven  years;  j 
three  for  ten  years ;  two  for  nine  years  ;  three  for  eight  years ;  one  for  • 
seven  years  ;  seven  for  five  years ;  three  for  four  years ;  five  for  three  «• 
years ;  seventeen  for  two  years ;  one  for  fifteen  months ;  one  for  thirteen  j; 
months ;  and  ten  for  one  year.  Sentences  of  fifteen  and  4wcnty  years,  L 
and  even  for  life,  have  not  been  un frequent  for  similar  offences  in  the  j 
United  States. 

The  system,  as  a  whole,  adopted  in  the  new  Penitentiary,  is  so  far 
approved  in  Pennsylvania,  as  to  induce  the  legislature,  at  the  last  session, 
to  appropriate  $120,000  for  the  erection  of  four  hundred  additional  ceils  .. 
within  the  walls,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  place  for  all  convicts 
from  the  Eastern  District  condemned  for  mora  than  one  year,  and  to 
break  up,  as  soon  as  may  be,  the  old  Prison  on  Walnut  street.* 

*  AN  ACT  to  enlarge  the  Buildings  of  the  State  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern  DifirA    \ 
and  for  other  Purposes.  ' 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rrprexrntatic+s  of  the  Comma*  j 
tcealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  net,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  awthsrUt  j 
of  the  same,  That  the  inspectors  of  the  state  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern  District  in  is*  . 
county  of  Philadelphia,  he  authorized  and  required,  and  they  hereby  arc  authorized  a*4 
required,  to  construct  and  erect  within  the  outer  walls  of  said  Penitentiary,  upon  such  piss 
as  they  may  deem  most  expedient,  buildings  which  shall  contain  at  least  (our  hundred  cells* 
suitable  for  the  confinement  of  convicted  criminals,  in  solitary  imprisonment  at  labor;  »*1 
to  enable  iliem  the  more  effectually  to  perform  the  duties  now  enjoined,  all  the  rid>K 
powers,  and  privileges  heretofore  given  to  the  commissioners  for  building  said  Pcnitenuun . 
are  hereby  transferred  to,  and  vested  in,  the  said  inspectors :  Provided  however,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  divest  the  said  board  of  commissioners  of  any  right  or  power 
that  it  may  be  necessary  for  them  to  retain,  in  order  to  arrange  and  settle  any  of  their 
former  engagements  and  transactions  as  to  real  estate  or  otherwise  j  and  they  are  berth* 
authorised  and  directed,  after  the  final  settlement  of  their  account*,  to  pay  over  any  baUstc 
that  may  remain  in  their  hands,  to  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  Eastern  stale  Penateatiarr, 
lo  be  applied  in  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  cells  hereby  dirrc.rd  to  be  built. 

Sect.  1.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  fur  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expense  of  erecting  said  buildings,  the' county  commissioners  of  the  couslv 
of  Philadelphia  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  lo  loan,  out  of  the  county  funds  of  »afl 
county,  to  the  aforesaid  inspectors,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  such  fun* 
suid  at  such  times  as  the  said  inspectors  may  require  the  same,  for  the  purpose  afore*iidl 
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New  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia. — Provision  has  been  made  by 
aw,  and  authority  given  to  raise  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
ars,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  county  Prison  in  the  city  of 
'hiladelphia,  on  the  plan  of  solitary  confinement ;  said  Prison,  when 
tnished,  to  contain  three  hundred  dormitories,  and  to  receive  all  pcr- 
ons  now  sent  to  the  Walnut  street  Prison  for  less  than  one  year,  and 
Jl  persons  from  the  Arch  street  Prison ;  so  that  these  nurseries  of  crime, 
nd  places  of  unutterable  abomination,  may  he  broken  up.* 

>r  the  amount  of  which  said  sums  of  money  loaned  as  aforesaid,  certificates  of  state  block, 
i  proper  fonn.  shall  be  issued  to  thv:  comity  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
re  the  imc  of  the  said  county  ;  which  said  stock  shall  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner 
s  other  state  stock,  and,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
red  and  thirty-four,  and  not  before,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum, 
arable  half  yearly,  and  be  redeemable  thirty  years  after  the  passage  of  this  act  j  and  the 
».fd  county  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  raise  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  hundred 
.id  twenty  thousand  dollars,  by  loan,  in  any  mode  or  manner  in  which  money  fur  the  ordi- 
r».ry  purpose*  and  expense*  ofcaid  county,  may  by  l«iw  be  raised  or  obtained. 
after.  3.  And  be  It  further  enacted  hi  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  person  who 
lall  bo  convicted,  in  any  court  in  thj  Eastern  District  of  this  commonwealth,  of  any 
rime  committed  alter  the  first  day  of  May  next,  whose  punishment  under  the  present  txist- 
kjj  lows,  would  l>c  imprisonment  in  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadelphia  for  one 
rnr.  or  anv  term  exceeding*;  one  year,  shall  l»c  sentenced  by  the  proper  court  to  suffer 
:uiLsIimrnt  oy  separate  or  solitary  confinement  at  labor  in  the  slate  Penitentiary  for  the 
iaatcrzi  District,  for  such  times  rop'Tiivclv.  as  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  Taws  new 
uthnrixc  and  direct  fneh  convicted  criminals  to  be  sentenced  to  be  confined  in  the  aforv- 
liil  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  the  persons  so  sentenced  as  aforesaid, 
<\*W  confined  in  the  s*id  s:ate  Penitentiary,  .«hall  In.'  treated  in  all  respects,  in  the  manner 


«_*  treated  during  tThcir  imprisonment  in  the  said  slate  Penitentiary. 

Sect. -I.  Ami  be  it  further  ennctrd  by  the  authority  afen-saia,  That  every  person  who 
hall  t»c  convicted  in  any  court  in  tlr-  Ed-'.-.Yu  District  of"  this  commeuweahh,  of  any  crime 


vy 

ai  directed  in  and  by  the  third  section  rf  thi*  art,  «Viafl  !v  removed  to  the  aforesaid  Mate 
Penitentiary  at  the  expense  of  the  proper  county  ;  subject,  nrverthcless,  to  be  detaii'.ctl  and 
confined  in  the  Jail  unt\  Penitentiary  hoo.se  of  Philadelphia,  until  a  sufficient  number  of 
o*ls  sh.il!  b»:  fii^hi'd  in  the  s::;d  >u-!e  IV'iilenliary,  to  cw.Mc  the  inspectors  thereof  cen- 
verucntly  to  receive  the  said  criminal.-.. 

Sr.CT*  6.  And  be  iV  further  mactcJ  bit  tfw  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  inspectors  of  the 
Ja"'!  and  Penitentiary*,  on  the  lir«t  Mom  fay  in  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ajid  thirty - 
lirrcc,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  conveniently  may  he,  shall  remove  all  the  convicted  criminal*; 
*ho  may  then  remain  in  said  Jail  and  Penitentiary,  to  tin*  aforesaid  state  Penitentiary  for 
tb»-  Eastern  District,  then.'  to  be  imprisoned,  kept, 'and  punished,  according  to  law  and  their 
Kvrral  *entcuce:i,  until  duly  discliargcd  :  Provided.  The  said  state  Penitentiary  shall  be 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  said  prisoners,  as  he  rein!  >c  live  provided  for. 

FREDERICK  SMITH,  Ffcaler  of  the  House  of  Representatives . 

WM.  «.  HAWKINS.  Spe,d;>rofthc  ttwsfc. 

Approved,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  A.  I),  cue  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

«l«riy-onc.  *  GEORGE  WOLF. 

•  AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  Erection  of  a  New  Prison  ami  a  Debtors"  Apartment  within 
the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  Sale  of  the  County  Prison  in  Walnut  Street, 
n  Siid  City. 

#ect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  bu  tlie.  Senate  and  House  rj r  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
vejitk  of  Pe mutTjlvMiia  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  if  ntrr.hu  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  thi  same.  That  a  Prison  for  the  city  and  Vuuutv  of  Philadelphia,  capable  of  holding  at 
leaal  three  hundred  prisoners,  on  the  principle  of  the  ^  *"  "r*1        " 

'hall  l«e  erected  at  such  place  within  the  city  or  count 
tr«  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  fix  and  appoint 


i„-.  . . — ~— -j — ,  — , -.  — - — f,  — 
e  separate  confinement  of  the  prisoners, 
rountv  of  Philadelphia,  as  the  commission  - 
t,  to  be  called  the  Prison  of  the  city  ;uvi 
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MARYLAND. 

Imprisonment  for  DtLt. — A  law  was  pushed,  at  the  last  se&sioii  of  thy 
legislature,  exempting  all  persons,  who  have  resided  in  the  state  four 
mouths,  from  imprisonment,  when  the  debt  shall  not  exceed  £30 
There  were  imprisoned  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  alone,  for  less  than 
*'$)  each,  during  the  ye.ir  1829,  seven  hundred  and  twelve  persons 

•v.;.  ity  of  Philadelphia,  the  expense,  vvnercof  «.h-iil  bo  defrayed  in  die  manner  and  out  of  lh- 
f;,.rids  hereinafter  provided. 

Skct.S.  And  br  it  further  entrtrd  bit  tit-  I'tUhnritij  ttfortsaid.  That  immediately  anYf 
the  ;vussing  of  this  act,  die  court  of  common  pleas  of'tho  county  of  Pluladelphia,  and  tar 
m.iyor's  court  of  th»!  city  of  Philadelphia,  nIsslII  each  appoint  three  respectable  citivn« 
irtsMipff  in  the  city  or  county  aforesaid,  io  be  commissioners  for  the  creetion  of  said  Prison. 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  select  and  iHircha.se  a  suitable,  site,  within  the  city  or  countv  * 
Philadelphia,  for  die  same,  the  tide  wncreof  shall  he  vested  iu  the  county  ol  Philadelphia  : 
'«»  make  all  necessary  contracts  for  the  building  of  the  said  Prison,  taking-  good  security::. 
'!w  iiamc  of  the  said  commissioners,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  said  work,  in  a  gor1 
iir.d  workmanlike  ni;uiiier  and  in  ca»c  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  of  the  saidri-ci- 
inisMoiicrs,  before  the  completion  of  their  trust,  the  said  courts  shall  respectively  aptxo 
".itable  persons  to  fill  the  vacancy,  according  as  the  same  mny  occur. 

Skct.  3.  And  b»'  it  further  cwtct-'d  /•.•/  />/«■  .'iithorit'j  i»/«r«v!i«/f  That  the  Prison  afurcsa;! 
"•Wall  be  constructed  0:1  Mich  phm  ;;■>  i!i  *  i.ii-1  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  uuj 
adopt:  Prcviikd  aftruyt.  Thi.i  tin:  prim  ij-L-  ..f  :!•.•  separate  confinement  of  the  prisoner* 
1  ■•  pn-'-ened  and  maintained. 

rSi:rr  4.  And  bt:  fi  furi'v-r  m  «•*/•••<  Ay  th*  ,<ufhcrif  i  ,'f<  fti-.dd.  That  it  >hnll  and  mat  y 
!  iwful  to  ail'!  for  t!i"  sVd  c«:ui!iiissii»mr<  to  !»orrovv.  from  any  person  or  person*.  b*wir» 
fi*^lit!c:  or  coq,orat«.\  such  Mini  or  sm.>s  of  money,  not  exceeding;  in  tlie  whole  the  sumo" 
me  hundred  and  titty  thousand  dol!i-;->.  at  such  limes  ;i.s  they  may  think  proper,  as  mayiV 

■ocessary  to  defray  "dr.*  expenses,  ef  eirciiuij  the  >aid  PriM*»n  ;  aiid  it  sliall  lie  the  duty  u! 
i!,.e  said  comiuis"doner-»  to  iv.ue  a  certificate  or  ccrli.l«*i«tes,  under  their  hands,  to  the  Ivuufl*. 

■i  Minis  not  less  than  one  iuui  Ired  dollar*  each,  'or  the  payment  of  the  sum  leal,  with  in;    .' 
lerett,  not  exceeding  rive  per  centum  ner  annum,  payable  half-yearly  ;  which  rcrtiucatr***** 
.'  e  entered  in  u  hook  to  Ve  Jv.-.-pt  for  tV.-.t  pun»««>e.  mid  shall  be  severally  transferable  by  lb' 

er.dcrs  or  their  lc^al  atv.-n-  y.  executor'*,  .lominioratop.,  «-.r  assign*,  by  endorsement  twT:"- 
of,  r-l  the  office  of  the  c.imawsioucrs.  and  in  the  presence  of  one  of  tliem.  or  Mich  officer »» 
:h -v  .iiay  appoint  for  that  purpose;  itiid  for  the  -ceuiity  «f  the  persons  wlw  mav  bwxw 

.■l«,ii'»  «>f  the  loans  hereby  aiiliW:'.cd.  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  housr  of  PlnlacU'lpb:* 
«  ommouiy  calh'tl  the  Walnut  street  Prison,  and  the  Prune  street  Apartment.  ;«nd  the  lot*** 
^nrind  oa  which  they  arc:  erected.  lK)unded  by  Walnut,  Sixth,  and  Prune  streets,  in  »*»•' 
«■  ;\,  shall  Ik.*,  and  an:  hereby  specilicallv  jplcctycd  ;  ;ind  the  >aid  loans  shall  In*  paid  offtt 
<.f  the  proceeds-  of  the  sale  "of  the  said  \\  aluut  .street  Prison  and  Prune  street  Apvtmfa' 
i.nd  the  lots  thereunto  belonging,  as  »s  hereinafter  protided. 

S'tt.  5.  And  I*  it  further  fwrt  J  /.-»/  tr.r  .uttlwri*  /  itjnr.sai-i.  That  it  shall  be  the  Aty 
«-.  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Vhiladt  Iplii.i,  t<»  provide  from  time  to  time,  and  pa;* 

•  i*e:*  to  the  saiii  coii..m.<e-i>}i:ci*sf  suliicieiil  niiiio  nf  niom-v  :•)  meet  the  ii.teiest  whicii  :iv 
•'.come  due  hab-jcurU  "!|  "»ai<!  loaie* ;  anil  for  that  j»ui|Hi«.e.  I  lay  are  hereby  uuth>iri^  • 

.■:jI  ••■•!{i»rn:d  to  raise  moue\  in  any  mode  or  manner  m  which  money  *i,r  the  ordinary  pai • 
_  -..-*es  a:»il  expenses  of  said 'county  may  by  law  1*'  raised  or  obtained. 

S.»>  ■;.  f..  And  be  i'furthrr  cn'n'trJ'byilf'  uuthurUij  ofarcsuid.'Y\\&\  it  >hall  be  thew.'; 
i.'  \'.w  said  commissioners  to  --elect  ;>n.l  pureha>e  a  suitable  site  in  the  city  or  ecrnVt  c' 
Philadelphia,  and  erect  thereon  a  build!:;^  to  be  ealh  d  the  Debtors'  Apartment  of  then.- 
.■::  I  coir.ty  of  Phihidclplva.  the  title  to  I-e  vested  i:i  the  county  of  Phi !.idelph:a  ;  and  thf 
••\§-  iis.«  uV  ci.-ctii!^  the  s.i «!!•••  shall  !>e  provided  for  and  tlefrayed  by  tin-  county  ciinra* 
»i.».:- -r<  .if  said  county ,  or.  wfuT.iut«*  ilrawu  on  them  by  the  coiumis<.ioners  lor  building  th. 

•  I-!  Pris.-i ;  and  the  <  dd  county  commissioueiN  an*  hen'by  authorized  to  hum*  the  moncT 
;i.  t'eis-iry  thc-'-for,  in  any  mode  or  manner  in  which  money  for  the  ordirieTt  jwqio«c«  as-. 
«.s;H-jis<-H  o.*«.  ii.i  •  oa..ty  nr«\  l«v  law  be  n'iscMl  c^r  tibtaiued. 

S"(T.  7.  .1.i/  /»'•  it  Yurth'-r  nwcted  bij  thr  .minority  iifon<did.  That  *o  mtoh  as  the  .«:.: 
ne'.v  county  Prison  ami  Debtor-'  AjwtrtmcMit  sludlbe  erected  and  prepared  for  the  recep:i«' 
of  prisoner-,  it  ^! :  !l  be  the  duty  of  the  insjH'ctor';  of  the  Prison  of  the  city  and  county  Ol 
Philadel;  .'i.i.  f«»  ;.  1  .-•  chnrjrc  of  the  same,  iiml  l«>  n  nio\e,  or  cau»e  to  be  remmed  therc'.^ 
a!!  pertoiis  wis.  ,:i.i\  iln-:i  In-  confuted  in  die  Prison  on  Arch  street  in  the  said  city;  ao-J 
the  officers  w ho  '.rive  then  in  charge  the  debtors  and  person*  confined  as  witnesses  UiN 
r-.mived '.iiiie  D  *l»lt  ••<'  Apartment',  and  the  other-..  lolheuH-w  Prison  ofthecit\  an«l  couc*;. 
dt'otesa'd  :  ..ml  >u;-u  prov '..%»•  »:i  ■-•hid!  be  m.ide  iu  the  arrangement*  of  the  said  De.»l«»r>"  AeM* 
.•'':.«.  as  ti'-.t  jh».  -.iu*  c- Mifr.it  .J  a,i  •.viJoexses  shall  have  no  conimuuicution  wit-!  debtor* ;  "»«' 
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The  law  of  the  last  session  will  probably  save  from  imprisonment,  in  a 
ingle  year,  not  less  than  twelve  hundred  persons,  in  the  state  of-Mary- 
ind.  This  law  is  contained  in  a  single  section,  and  expressed  in  a  few 
fords  of  obvious  meaning;  and  will,  in  all  probability,  prove  a  more 
ftectual  remedy  for  the  great  evils  of  imprisonment,  than  some  of  the 
iws  of  other  states  of  many  sections,  of  similar  import,  but  of  doubtful 
nd  difficult  interpretation  and  easy  evasion. 

tcnceToiih,  all  persons  who,  by  the  existing  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  are  liable  to  be 
>nn*ned  in  the  Arch  street  Prison,  as  also  all  persons  who  may  be  confined  for  debts  or  as 
itnesscs,  shall  be  respectively  sent  to  the  new  Prison  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phua- 
dphia.  and  the  Debtors'  Apartment,  there  to  be  kept,  treated,  and  governed,  according  to 
ten  rules  and  regulations  as  the  said  inspectors,  who  have  the  charge  thereof,  with  the 
^probation  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  said  county,  and  the  may- 
's1 court  of  said  city,  may  from  time  to  lime  ordain  and  establish :  Provided  always, 
hat  the  same  be  not  inconsistent  with,  or  contrary  to,  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
Mnmnnwealth,  and  the  provisions  of  this  act. 


lder  one  year,  shall  be  sentenced  by  the  proper  court  to  suffer  punishment  in  the  new 
rison  aforesaid,  by  separate  confinement  at  labor  for  and  during  the  term  of  their  sentence, 
id  shall  be  fed,  clothed  and  treated  as  nearly  as  may  be  practicable,  in  the  same  manner 
i  is  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  persons  confined  in  the  Eastern  state  Penitentiary,  in 
fitary  confinement  at  labor. 

8kct.  9.  And  be  it  furtJier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners 
^pointed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  erecting  the  new  Prison  aforesaid,  be  and 
ey  are  authorized  to  grant,  bargain,  and  sell  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  rhiladcl- 
M,  commonly  called  the  Walnut  street  Prison  and  Prune  street  Apartment,  together  with 
«r  lout  of  ground  whereon  the  same  are  erected,  bounded  by  Walnut,  Sixth,  and  Prune 
reets,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  altogether,  or  in  parts  or  parcels,  at  such  time  or  times, 
id  upon  such  terms  and  conditions,  as  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  determine ;  to 
dfce  aad  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  for  the  same,  conveying  a  fee  simple 
>  the  purchaser  or  |mrcha.sers  :  Provided,  lint  the  said  Prison  shall  remain  in  its  present 
ate  until  the  prisoners  shall  be  removed  therefrom  to  the  new  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern 
fauncl,  in  sucn  manner  as  shall  be  provided  for  by  law. 

Sect.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  t  That  it  shall  be  the  iluty 
r  the  said  commissioners  for  erecting  said  Prison,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  as  scon 
i  they  receive  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  Walnut  street  Prison  and 
'rone  street  Apartment,  and  the  lots  thereunto  belonging,  to  pay  off  and  discharge  the  loans 
ley  may  have  obtained  under  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  and  all  other 
cots  by  them  contracted  in  relation  to  their  duties,  and  to  pay  the  residue  to  the  commis- 
iooers,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  apply  the  same  to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  said 
eaaty. 

Sject.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  com  mis - 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  compensation  for  their  services,  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  for 


fan  or  either  of  them  to  be  concerned  as  principals,  agents,  or  otherwise,  in  any  contracts 
ttancclcd  with  the  building  of  said  Prison  or  Debtors" Apartment,  or  derive  any  profit  or 
advantage  from  the  same ;  (Hit  they  arc  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  take  care  of  the  books  and  pai>ers;  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  directed 
ij  them ;  which  clerk  shall  receive  lor  his  services,  such  compensation  as  the  commissioners 
say  direct,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  moneys  to  bv 
tsised  by  loan  under  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissioners, 
is  submit  their  accounts  annually  to  the  auditors  of  the  count}'  of  Philadelphia,  who  are  to 
asjainc  and  report  them  as  is  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  the  county 
mmnissioners. 

Sect.  IS.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  commissioners 
ifaesaid,  previous  to  making  any  contract  for  building  the  said  Prison,  or  for  furnishing 
irttritlt  tor  the  same,  shall  first  give  notice,  by  public  advertisement,  in  two  or  more  of  the 
Esly  papers,  and  continue  the  same  at  least  three  weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  tho 
tin  Materials  on  the  most  economical  terms. 

FREDERICK  SMITH,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtif. 
WN.  G.  HAWKINS,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 

GEORGE  WOLF. 
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Penitentiary  in  Baltimore. — The  new  building  for  the  accommodation 
of  nearly  400  convicts  in  separate  cells  is  occupied,  the  discipline  im- 
proved, and  the  earnings  of  the  convicts  exceed  all  expenses  of  their 
support.  The  amount  of  earnings  above  the  expenses  of  the  establish- 
ment are  thus  stated  by  the  directors  in  their  annual  report : — "  This 
document  presents  a  nett  gain  for  the  nine  months  comprising  the  ser- 
vice of  the  present  board,  of  99,639  66,  (or,  inclusive  of  tlie  annual 
instalment  on  the  loan  of  1822,  of  $10,639  66.)"  A  loss  of  stock  of 
95,!)22  72  in  the  first  quarter,  deducted  from  the  last  sum,  leaves 
#5,316  94,  the  gain  of  the  whole  year,  after  defraying  the  ordinary 
expenses  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  maintenance  of  the  convict*, 
payments  of  interest  on  loans,  &c.  &c. 

The  new  board  of  directors  have  introduced  the  business  of  weaving 
woollen  goods,  in  the  female  department,  for  the  -purpose  of  affording 
full  occupation  to  the  women.     The  board  say  also,  that, 

44  Thoy  have  not  neglected  the  primary  object  of  the  institution,  the  reform*4** 
•f  criminals.  They  have  devoted  strict  attention  to  regulations  for  the  imprew- 
ment  of  discipline,  and  have  been  gratified  by  a  happy  coincidence  of  their  nsab 
with  their  own  anticipations. 

41  The  fact,  confirmed  by  the  whole  history  of  crime,  that  neglect  of  education  is 
it*  relations  to  mental  cultivation  and  the  means  of  procuring  honest  subsistenre,ii 
among  tho  most  fruitful  sources  of  vice,  early  impressed  upon  the  board  the  pro- 
priety of  a  general  system  of  instruction,  which  might  comprehend  the  whole  nw 
of  the  convicts.  Thoy  accordingly  caused  them  to  be  arranged  into  claswt,  suit- 
ably organized  in  regard  to  capacity,  to  be  provided  with  teachers  selected  from 
among  the  most  intelligent  of  the  convicts,  and  furnished  with  the  necessary  boob 
and  means  of  gener.il  education  in  various  departments  appropriate  to  their  respec- 
tive talents.  They  assigned  to  them  die  upper  story  of  the  western  wing  as  a  seoooi 
room,  where  they  should  amemble  every  Sabbath  day,  and  devote  all  parts  of  it  no* 
employed  in  tho  u.tual  religious  exercises,  to  the  pursuit  of  various  useful  attaii- 
meut*.  The  whole  being  under  the  superintendence  of  the  keeper  and  other  of 
the  officers,  the  utmo.it  order  and  decorum  prevail,  and  the  steadiness  and  care  with 
which  the  object  has  been  pursued,  have  resulted  in  corresponding  improvement 

44  The  advantages  of  this  regulation  are  not  confined  to  the  intellectual  benefit* 
derived  from  it  by  the  convicts,  but  are  evinced  in  an  entire  destruction  of  the  im- 
proper indulgences  and  corrupt  association,  to  which  exemption  from  labor  formerly 
afforded  them  more  opportunity  on  Sunday  than  any  other. 

41  The  moral  improvement  of  the  culprit,  and  not  the  vengeance  of  the  law,* 
the  grand  object  or  Prison  discipline,  to  accomplish  which  end  at  the  least  poasbk 
expense  to  the  state,  is  the  great  desideratum.    The  experience  of  this  institattn 
amply  proves,  that  the  prisoners  can  be  so  employed  as  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  establishment;  and  it  has  recently  been  ascertained,  that,  aher  performing *» 
amount  of  labor  commensurate  with  the  cost  of  their  support,  there  are  large  por- 
tions of  time,  which  must  remain  unemployed,  or  very  ill-employed,  unless  properly 
directed  to  pursuit*,  which  will  increase  the  intellectual  powers,  and  thus  prevent 
the  mind  from  siuUing  into  apathy,  and  cherishing  the  perverted  conceptions  already 
existing.    The  experiment,  although  imperfectly  tried,  warrants  the  assertion,  that 
convicts  are  not  only  capable  of  intellectual  culture,  but  that  they  gladly  retort  to 
the  means  of  instruction,  as  a  relief  from  corroding  reflection* ;  and  that  this  diversity 
of  employment,  so  far  from  infringing  upon  the  amount  of  labor,  gives  them  more 
alacrity,  and  consequently  incites  to  greater  industry  ;  that  since  the  institution  of 
our  school,  there  has  beeu  less  vice  and  immorality,  aud  that  the  aspect  of  the  pris- 
oners is  greatly  improved  ;  the  dark  scowl  of  despondency  or  desperation  having 
changed  into  the  more  confiding  look  of  hope,  and  the  more  cheerful  expression 
of  contented  employment.    There  are  now  few  blank,  vacant  visages;  all  exhibit 
the  marks  of  active  thought.    We  are  confident,  that  the  only  plan  for  effectuating 
the  designs  of  penal  law,  is  to  blend  productive  labor  with  useful  education/' 

The  crime,  the  sex,  the  color,  the  nativity,  the  length  of  sentence. 
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mber  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence  and  pardon,  the 
of  deaths,  and  the  increase  of  convicts,  are  stated  in  the  note 

ie  of  Refuge  in  Baltimore. — An  act  of  incorporation  has.  been 
i  from  the  legislature  for  this  institution,  and  its  prospects  in 
to  funds,  and  its  hold  upon  the  public  mind  are  such,  that  great 
tions  are  cherished  of  its  speedy  establishment,  and  its  ultimate 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Penitentiary. — It  is  finished,  and  ready  to  be  occupied. 

VIRGINIA. 

tentiary  in  Richmond. — Governor  Floyd  says  in  his  message  of 
ser  9,  that  "  By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
ihentiary,  herewith  communicated,  the  condition  of  that  Prison 
found  to  be  much  improved ;  and  so  far  as  subsequent  convic- 
arrant  the  belief,  the  late  enactments  have,  aided  by  the  new 
ment,  contributed  much  to  the  suppression  of  vice  throughout 
te.  For  the  arrangement,  the  neatness,  and  internal  manage- 
T  the  institution,  much  is  due  to  the  superintendent,  whose  ability, 
n,  and  judgment,  deserve  the  highest  commendation.' 


tt 


GEORGIA. 

tentiary  at  MilledgeviUe. — Provision  was  made  by  law  at  the  lust 
of  the  legislature  for  the  erection  of  as  many  solitary  cells  as 
re  convicts.  The  governor  says  in  his  last  message,  "  Much 
q formation  hits  been  collected  and  published  by  the  Prison  Disci- 
ociety  of  Boston.  It  might  be  useful  to  cjircct  the  purchase  of  a 
rable  number  of  its  Reports." 

TENNESSEE. 

New  Penitentiary  at  Nashville  is  finished  and  occupied.  It  is 
i  the  general  plan  of  the  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Wethersfield. 

ttealing,  90 ;  for  felony,  8 ;  for  murder,  2  ;  for  murder  in  the  second  degree,  1  ; 
t  with  intent  to  murder,  and  breaking  out  and  escaping  from  the  Penitentiary,  2 ; 
t  with  intent  to  murder,  1 ;  for  manslaughter,  2 ;  for  Wise-breaking,  1 ;  for  botse- 
k ;  for  assanlt  with  intent  to  rob,  2  ;  for  assault  and  battery,  1  $  for  attempt  to  com  • 
1 ;  for  receiving  stolen  goods,  1  -,  for  enticing  slaves  to  run  away,  1. 
number  committed,  117;  of  whom  58  were  white  males,  1  white*  female ;  43  black 
d  15  black  females. 

whole  number  committed,  102  were  Americans,  and  15  foreigners.  Of  the  Ameri- 
srerc  from  Maryland. 

sentences,  sixty  were  for  2  years ;  seven  for  3  years  j  seven  for  4  years  $  twenty- 
5  years ;  six  for  6  years j  four  for  7  years ;  one  for  8  years ;  two  for  10  years ;  one 
its  ;  and  one  for  25  years. 

whole  number,  75  were  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence ;  15  by  pardoa  ;  and 
Oh.  The  number  of  prisoners  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  was  356  j  at  the- 
re year,  370. 

43 
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KENTUCKY. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — It  has  been  abolished  in  Kentucky  for  niae 
years,  and  the  practical  men  acquainted  with  the  former  and  present 
systems,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  their  opinion,  greatly  pre- 
fer the  latter,  and  we  hear  nothing  of  the  slightest  movement  in  the 
public  mind  towards  a  return  to  the  former  system. 

State  Prison  at  Frankfort. — This  institution  is  managed  in  a  dm* 
ner  peculiar  to  itself.  The  keeper,  Joel  Scott,  takes  it  of  the  state  fort 
term  of  years,  and  in  his  contract  agrees  to  support  it,  on  condition  of 
receiving  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  and  binding  himself 
to  pay  to  the  state  one  half  of  the  excess  of  the  income  above  the  ex- 
penses. In  five  years  he  has  made,  according  to  his  statement,  sevenl 
thousand  dollars  for  the  state  and  himself.  A  committee  of  the  legisla- 
ture examined  the  institution ,  during  the  last  session  of  the  legislature, 
and  made  a  favorable  report,  both  in  regard  to  its  finances  and  discipline. 
They  found  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  institution  of  $44,227  79;  and 
they  say,  "  The  institution  is  at  this  time  in  a  prosperous  condition,  ui 
doing  remarkably  well ;  the  profit  as  reported  is  much  larger  than  our  mot 
sanguine  expectations ;  and  the  institution  is  managed  in  that  prompt 
and  energetic  manner,  which  must  ensure  success  and  profit  to  thesttft, 
if  not  the  benevolent  purposes  for  which  it  was  originally  instituted.  The 
morals  and  education  of  the  convicts  appear  to  be  under  the  pecnlk 
care  of  the  keeper ;  he  has  in  his  employ  persons  who  teach  them,  regu- 
larly, on  each  Sabbath  day,  the  great  and  leading  principles  of  edoea- 1 
tion,  morality,  and  religion ;  and,  indeed,  every  thing  that  can  render  j 
such  miserable  creatures  comfortable  or  happy,  is  done  by  the  keeper."'  ; 
The  keeper  mentions  in  his  report,  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
committee,  the  prevalence  of  a  severe  sickness  in  the  Prison  during  the 
year,  and  the  urgent  necessity  of  having  a  hospital  in  case  of  another 
similar  occurrence.  We  give  several  extracts  from  his  report  in  the  note 
below,  showing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  sickness  ;  the  diminotioi 
in  the  whole  number  of  convicts ;  the  manner  in  which  those  who  re- 
main are  employed ;  the  crimes  for  which  they  were  sentenced;  the 
general  conduct  of  the  prisoners ;  the  state  of  the  Sabbath  school ;  the 
unavailing  effort  to  obtain  sufficient  moral  and  religious  instruction; 
and  the  removal  of  the  deputy  keeper,  to  be  the  principal  keeper  in  the 
new  Penitentiary  in  Tennessee.* 


*  "  The  fever  commenced  in  September,  and  prevailed  about  eighty  days,  during  « 
time  from  three  to  fourteen  prisoners  were  prostrate  at  once,  and  two  young  men  fetfviftii* 
of  the  fever.  A  prisoner  about  seventy  years  old  has  died^  of  a  lingering  decline.  AnottJfft 
who  has  been  addicted  to  intemperance  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  has  died  frwafrlt 
cause.  A  negro  man,  who  had  long  been  afflicted  with  a  disease  of  the  liver  and  kidney* 
has  died,  eAer  being  confined  about  nine  months;  making  in  all,  five  deaths  since vf 
last  report.  In  conclusion  of  this  subject,  permit  me  to  say,  that  a  hospital  has  beta  * 
great  demand  during  the  last  year,  particularly  during  the  prevalence  of  the  fever.  At 
present,  the  prisoners  are  all  well,  except  one  convalescent  man. 

"  Since  my  last  report,  forty-one  convicts  have  been  received j  the  sentences  of  thsrtv 
have  expired ;  three  nave  been  pardoned ;  five  have  died ;  and  one  is  out  by  escaping,  li 
September  last,  the  number  of  prisoners  was  one  hundred  and  three.  At  present  the  ■sa- 
ber is  ninety-two. 

"  They  are  employed  about  as  follows : — ten  begging-spinners ;  three  bagging-weaverii 
six  weaving  broadcloth,  jeans,  and  carpetings  j  one  sleigh-maker ;  one  bnufc-ottker  ;  m 
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ILLINOIS. 

The  New  Penitentiary  in  Illinois  is  building  on  a  small  scale,  and 
n  the  general  plan  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn. 

OHIO. 

The  subject  of  building  a  new  Penitentiary  was  much  agitated,  during 
be  last  session  of  the  legislature  in  Ohio.  The  keeper  of  the  old  Prison 
t  Columbus  made  an  able  report  in  favor  of  it,  in  which  many  of  the 
vils  of  the  old  system  are  clearly  stated  as  the  results  of  his  own  cxpe- 
ience,  and  much  of  the  important  information  in  regard  to  the  new 
Penitentiaries  in  the  Eastern  States  was  embodied.  We  give  copious 
xtracts  from  this  report,  because  we  deem  it  important  to  preserve  a 
ocument  which  affords  abundant  encouragement  to  the  state  of  Ohio 
>  build  a  new  Penitentiary,  and  equal  encouragement  to  the  Prison 
)iscipline  Society  to  prosecute  its  object  as  in  years  post.* 

loe-makcrs  \  twelve  wagon  ami  plough-makers  ;  sixteen  blacksmiths  ;  five  chair-makers ; 
to  coopers  $  one  engineer ;  one  li reman  ;  one  miller ;  ten  hatters ;  four  wool-carders  j  two 
oei-«ptnners ;  two  cloth-drcsscrs ;  six  stone-cutters ;  and  three  cooks.  The  prisoners  are 
)metimcs  shitted  from  one  trade  to  another,  as  occasion  requires. 

During  the  last  two  years,  the  convictions  have  been,  for  felony  (the  particular 


iff  money, 
Mnterfeit 
v  maiming,  1 . 

-  The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  ha*  Keen  so  good  as  almost  entirely  to  supersede  the 
rcesrity  of  severe  corporeal  puiuVkincut.  I  have  caused  the  rules  of  tho  Prison  to  b*» 
rinted,  and  have  had  a  cony  posted  up  in  every  cell,  in  order  chat  the  prisoners  may  read 
mn.  mtfl  they  arc  perfectly  understood. 

'*  As  to  the  Sabbath  school  for  the  prisoners,  I  found  thai  the  benevolent  design  of  the 
istRutkm  was  defeated,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  any  good  with  all  the  prisoner* 
sunned  in  the  school  room  at  once.  Therefore  I  held  a  council  with  the  visiting  commit - 
<ev  and  wo  agreed  thai  it  was  best  to  lock  up  those  who  were  old,  and  some  of  those  most 
ivaneed  in  learning.  At  this  time  about  thirty  of  the  youngest  and  most  illiterate  arc 
tending;  school,  «oinc  of  thcin  highly  pleased,  and  learning  fast.  I  should  be  pleased  if  I 
mid  inform  you  that  the  prisoners  haa  l>ccn  well  supplied  with  religious  instruction  during 
e  last  year.  My  efforts  to  obtain  preaching  so  far  have  been  unsuccessful,  under  the 
vsent  regulations,  that  the  prisoners  have  not  heard  more  than  fifteen  or  tweuty  sermon.-, 
iring'thc  last  vear.  In  remedy  of  this  defect,  I  hope  that  v our  wisdom  will  devise  some 
an,  with  whicb  I  shall  most  cheerfully  cooperate. 

"  Of  the  oilier  officer*  of  the  Penitentiary,  I  have  the  plepsurc  to  say,  that  to  their  dili- 
;ncc  and  skill,  tlic  credit  of  mv  success  is  largely  to  l>c  ascribed.  1  have  to  regret  the  lo»s 
*  my  worthv  assistant.  Mr.  Jofin  Mcintosh,  who"  has  accepted  the  office  of  keeper  of  the 
emic«>ec  r'enitentinrv.'' 

"  4i  Although  I  have  effected  sonw  changes,  which  suggested  themselves  to  me  as  being 
opcr.  yet,  in  lite  general  arrangement  and  prosecution  of  business,  I  have  bees  com- 
IJed  to  adhero  to  ilic  same  course  which  had  lieen  pursued  by  my  predecessor.  And  1 
1  fully  convinced  that  an  unceasing  vigilance,  and  au  active  round  of  business  and  duty, 
n  erect  no  radical  clinuge  in  the  results  of  the  present  institution.  This  conviction  i* 
rcod  upon  me,  not  only  from  personal  experience  in  the  affairs  of  this,  but  from  an  exarni- 
lioo  of  (ha  reports  of  oiher  Prisons,  of  similar  construction,  in  which  are  to  be  found  nearly 
t  Mime  general  outlines  of  management. 

*'  The  number  of  sick  constantly  in  the  ho&pital  from  tho  first  of  March  until  the  latter  pan 
August,  would  average  from  ten  to  twelve  ;  from  this  time  until  the  fire,  the  business  of 
e  snap*)  became  greatly  interrupted,  iu  consequence  of  an  increase  of  sickness,  there 
ing  from  thirty  to  forty  daily  in  the  hospital,  and  from  filly  to  sixty  who  were  unable  to 

"  Chi  the  night  of  the  eighth  of  October,  a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  roof  of  one  of  the 
opt  in  the  middle  yard  of  the  Prison.  Before  we  were  able  to  stop  the  fire,  nearly  all  the. 
opa  were  l*ornt  or  torn  down.  The  probability  is,  that  it  was  communicated  by  a  slow 
itch,  that  had  been  well  timed,  and  set  by  sotne  of  the  prisoners. 
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Wk  have  now  finished  the  notice  which  we  proposed  to  take  of  the 
progress,  during  the  last  year,  of  Prison  Discipline. 

In  view  of  what  has  been  done,  we  feel  grateful,  and  determined  to 
persevere. 

In  regard  to  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  by  the  laws  which  have  been 
passed  in  a  singlo  year,  in  all  probability,  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
thousand  persons  will  be  saved  from  imprisonment  for  small  debts 
By  these  laws,  personal  liberty,  public  morals,  and  common  humanity, 
arc  in  some  measure  relieved ;  but  while  so  many  arc  saved  from  im- 
prisonment, let  us  not  forgot  the  far  greater  number  who  will  be  incar- 
cerated in  those  states  where  no  such  laws  have  been  passed,  and  where 
tin?  remedy  is  applied  only  in  a  small  decree. 

la  regard  to  our  State  Prison*,  wo  can  now  begin  to  look  upon  many 
of  them  with  complacency,  as  places  of  separation  at  night,  supervision, 
silence,  order,  neatness,  hard  labor ,'  economy,  and  good  government: 

•'  if  I  had  l»ccn  clothed  with  authority.  I  am  persuaded  that  I  should  not  have  acted  »'rtfc 
a  duo  regard  to  the  inten.'«t  of  the  state,  in  causing- to  he  erected  permancut  shops  upon  ihe 
present  limited  ground-work.  Il  i.s  entirely  loo  contracted  to  admit  of  building?  yamcicatir 
large,  for  even  the  present  number  of  prisoners  ;  il  is  then  fort*  evident  that  the  increased, 
and  rapidly  increasing,  numb? r  of  con victs,  requires  that  either  the  present  yard  be  extended, 
or  dial  a  new  Prison  be  erected. 

"  Of  this  Prison  il  may  be  positively  asserted,  as  v.vrll  r.  <  of  cJ!  others  in  which  the  praruct 

s?j.=.   A* 

jwinnitir* 
tor  social  intercourse,  cither  by  day  or  uighl,  is  admitted.  TI.j  old  offender  lakes  ddkfa 
in  relating  to  111s  companions  ais  cnssii:*  devices,  his  daring  exploits,  and  his  liairbrvadli 
escapes  -,  and  the  young,  ever  ready  to  seize  v.'r>y.i  the  marvellous,  rather  than  to  nurtur 

practici 

wwan,, ___,  .  .... 

entitled  to  banUh  legal  restraint,  moral  consideration,  pride  of  character,  and  sclf-reganl 


•■  in  tnu»  rnson  11  may  nc  positively  asserted,  as  well  r.<  of  cJ!  others  in  which  the  praruc 
of  lodging  a  number  together  at  niglu  is  established,  thai  r^formatlou  is  izapuisib.s.    A 
soon  might  you  expect  to  ttim  from  his  wanderings  n:;  unfortunate  voulh.  bv  iuiroducin; 
him  into  the  companionship  of  a  den  of  Uneven,  as  into  a  Pcnhcnt:arv  m  whit  hopportnniur 
V,r  social  intercourse,  cither  by  day  or  uighl,  is  admitted.     TI.j  old  offender  takes  ddid 
u  reluiing  to  iiis  companions  m*  etissii:*  devices,  his  daring  exploits,  and  hii  liairbrvadll 
scapes  -,  and  the  young,  ever  ready  to  seize  v.'r>y.i  the  marvellous,  rather  than  to  nurtonr 
vholesoinc  maxim's,  commit  to  memory  lessons  of  depravity,  as  tiie  foundation  of  ihfif 
>raciicc  and  future  destiny.     It  has  been  very  justly  observed,  ibul  *  our  PeiiiieatuMW*  *JV 
>o  many  sch'xds  of  vice.    They  are  so  many  seminaries  to  impart  lessons  a:id  maxim*  cal- 
culated to  banUh  legal  restraint,  moral  consideration,  pride  of  character,  and  sclf-regani 
They  have  their  watch-words,  their  technical  lerms,  th-Jr  peculiar  laiiifuage.  and  thru 
causes  and  objecU  of  emulation.     Let  us  ask  any  sagaciou*.-  oVt  rve:*  of  hum;ui  nature,  ai> 
<ju:i!uled  with  the  internal  police  of  our  Prisons,  to  suggvs:  a  school  v\hero  the  couunins^'ot 
tif  the  most  pernicious  crimes  can  bo  tun.:  lit  with  the  mo»t  ell  Vol ;  eould  he  select  a  plan  mow 
fertile  in  the  most  pernicious  rc.iulio,  t];,\:i  the  i*idisr;r!ui!.iuu*  society  of  kna\t*  and  villas 
of  ail  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt?'   •  It  i>  in  the  cells  that  every  right  principle  is  era'.lk  .iivd. 
and  every  base  one  instilled.     Thev  are  mir^Tics  of  crime  wL-.'iv  use  c«i:iv:rt  is  un:.i.4ieJl 
with  the  expedients  and  shifts  of  giuli.  and,  with  hi  ^  ij-vontion  shiir|>en«d.  he  is  lei  loa»c  up-" 
.-HiciuU  in  a  ten-fold  degree  a  more  daring,  <ic>pcr.r»e.  and  eueeti\e  villain  '.' 
"Of  the  rvfnniiatorv  character  of  ti»o*e  Prisons  in  winch  solitary  confinement  atnif 


funis  a  port  of  the  sy.-leui.  much  Gratifying  intelligence  lias  lK.en  communicated.    In  rcla 
he  Auburn  Prison,  the  Prison  iM.tcipiiuc  Society  remark  :  •  At  Auburn  we 


paralive  advantage  of  th"  new  Prison**,  or  those  of  solitary  confinement  ul  tiigiu.  w'.thnfi'l 
discipline  and  hard  labor  during  the  day,  over  tho.se  conducted  U|hui  the  old  plan,  mavte 
s.-  «n  in  a  brief  reference  to  the  recommitments.  They  juv,  *  in  l!io  New  York  Penitentiary, 
a!:.i<r-,t  one  to  two;  iu  the  stale  Prison  in  New  York  city,  almost  one  to  four;  in  Pbilaiki- 

Iihia  Peniteutiary,  in  1817,  more  lh-tn  fsic  to  thro** ;  in  tlu>  New  Ham|>!th!re  and  Aubtsn 
Vnitculiiuies,  the  rccommituienifi  are  less  than  one  to  twenty.  In  New  York  eitv.  thfy 
boa>t  of  having  o:i«  or  monr  pri.  oners  from  Au!»m~i ;  and  n  polieo  ollieer  in  the  vicinity 
tCNtilios  that  thev  do  not  get  mie  from  Auburn,  where  tiiev  gel  leu  from  other  Prisons.'  Ot 
thi»  one  himdred  an  I  s!xty-fi\e  conviel*  in  the  Ohio  Penitriitinrv,  fitl«t'ii  have  Iteen  recom- 
mitliil ;  a.id  wo  have  heaid  of  from  iiileen  u»  twe:ity.  who  Imeleft  this  Prison,  being  in  uV 
In ■  liana,  Kentucky.  Virgiri.T.  and  Pili-.burg  Pri«.o»:^.  In  IIJ'JT.  the  Aubuni  Pruivn  ci»hiajicd 
five  hundred  and  seventy  couvieU,  o!  whom  only  scvciiI«i,:mi  wen:  in  a  second  time. 

"  There  can  l>e  no  doubt,  but  that  the  instilling  of  moral  and  religion*  M'UlimcuLs  into  tbr 
minds  of  Prisoners,  during  the  hi-prs  of  relaxation  fiMin  la'.H>r  i-*.  under  favorable  circjo 
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iod,  connected  with  all  these  improvements,  we  sec,  in  each  of  the  rc- 
brmed  Prisons,  the  Bible,  the  resident  chaplain,  the  chapel,  the  Sabbath 
chool,  the  private  admonition,  counsel  and  instruction ;  in  one  word,  in 
ome  good  degree,  what  we  may  suppose  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  would 
equirc  a  community,  calling  itself  Christian,  to  make  its  Prisons. 

In  regard  to  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  t  our  country 
las  given  a  noble  example  to  other  nations.  The  Houses  of  Refuge  in 
toston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  have  constantly  under  their  patcr- 
tal  roofs  almost  five  hundred  youth  and  children.  How  incalculable 
aiist  be  the  good,  in  a  course  of  years,  resulting  from  this  most  noble 
harity !  We  should  deem  it  an  object  worthy  of  a  life,  to  add  another 
3  the  number  of  these  institutions.  That  in  Baltimore  we  hope  soon 
i  see  in  operation. 

In  regard  to  our  County  Prisons,  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  in 
be  way  of  reform ;  and  we  freely  acknowledge,  that  we  have  no  heart 
9  pull  down  the  old  county  Prisons  and  build  greater,  while  the  princi- 

lanccs,  productive  of  perceptible  and  lasting  gcod.  Hard,  indeed,  must  be  the  heart  of 
at  man,  who,  in  his  gloomy  roll,  with  no  ether  monitor  but  his  Bible  and  his  conscience, 
flould  not  receive,  with  thnnkfuktcse,  the  visits  and  admonitions  of  a  pious  friend.  11m 
rerthy  individual  who.  for  some  time  past,  has  arted  in  a  ministerial  capacity  in  this  insli- 
alion,  still  continues  his  laudable  endeavors  to  impart  to  the  prisoners  beneficial  instruction. 
Lad  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  the  zeal  which  he  evinces  in  the  cause  of  reformation, 
od  his  devout  endeavors  to  secure  to  his  unfortunate  auditors  an  eternal  welfare,  should 
iot  be  accompanied  with  c enrsponding  good.  J»ul  how  can  it  be  otherwise,  than  that  that 
ystczn  of  discipline  which  fails  to  restrain  m^n  in  their  evil  propensities  towards  the  com- 
Miuily,  should  be  equally  inoperative  in  enforcing  upon  them  an  obedience  to  the  positive 
ocunaads  of  their  God  f 

'•The  number  of  prisoners  received  r.i  this  institution  during  the  post  year,  is  seventy- 
ix;  the  average  length  of  whose  sentence  is  five  years,  and  fur  the  prosecution  and  traii.-- 
ortation  of  whom,  then-  has  been  drawn  from  the  treo'ury  seven  thousand  dollars.  At  th* 
CTmiaalion  of  the  coming  five  y«*ar«.,  there  will  he,  in  all  probability,  four  hundred  prisoner?-, 
llowingthat  each  one  is  made*  to  sent*  out  the  full  period  of  his  sentence.  Of  this  number, 
o\y  one  hundred  could  be  kept  at  employ  in  the  present  Prison,  if  the  work-shops  were 

Ein  erected  to  their  full  size  ;  leaving  a  balance  cl  three  hundred  men  to  be  schooled  in 
ne*s  and  villanv,  at  an  enormous  expense  to  the  state. 
"  Will  it  lie  said,  that,  to  avoid  the  evils  attending  a  crowded  stale  of  the  prisoner*,  the 
overnor  will,  as  he  has  heretofore  Ik-cii  compelled  to  do,  for  the  same  cause,  pardon  them  ? 
lie  pardoning  power  has  been  so  exercised  a*  to  limit  the  average  senteucc  to  less  than  two 
cars.  Four  tilths  of  those  who  enter  the  Prison  i:r<*  destitute  iif  trades.  For  the  bovcutv- 
x  prisoners  received  the  last  year,  as  lirt«  been  NT*  re  observed .  was  paid  $7jlXX).  Add 
i  this  sum  the  amount  nectts.^ary  for  th;*  paymv:it  of  oilieers ;  for  the  furnishing  of 
duals,  clothe*,  and  foel  for  the  convict*  ;  and  every  thing  necessary  to  keep  them  in  em- 
oy  and  security;  rom;rl  them  to  learn  trades,  a!  "which  they  shall  work  during  the  day 
dy  ;  pardon  uVm  at  the  expiration  of  two  yc:.rs ;  and  what  amount  cau  it  be  expected 
ey  will  have  paired  for  the  st;ito  T. 

*■  A  few  remarks  as  regard i  the  p*cu-.iary  aiT:.ir*  of  the  Pri?ori«»  of  sot.p  of  the  oth.-r 

lies.     In  thirty-six  years  after  its  com-.if  ncerrv.ul,  tiio  Connecticut  Prison,  wIiom1  wti.iImt 

convicts  has  never  exceeded  one  hundred.  w.u  ;ui  expense  to  the  Mate  of  £21-! /ill  .'Jfl  ; 


p  expenses  were  5,"*V'00  or  more,  each  year  :  ::er.Hy  c-jual  to  the  an  nurd  expense  of  ti.e 
ihfic  schools  in  1'oston,  in  which  air-  iustniclcd  about  "seven  thousand  children.'     The 


innal  expense  of  the  New  Jcney  state  Pri*on,  containing  an  average  of  seventy  prisoner, 
abeul  glfiM.  This  Prison  is  situated  a  milr  from  the  capital  of  tne  stale,  upon  the  Ilcla- 
»rc  river,  thirty  miUs  from  Philadelphia ;  and  is  afforded  with  every  facility  to  pr.>cure 
w  materials,  and  for  the  exportation  of  nor  niarK:facturcd  artirli-j.  Vol  of  this  Prisou, 
e  governor  of  Xew  Jersey,  in  his  late  message,  remark  < :  '  It  i*  greatly  to  l»c  feared  that  no 

Eccuity  or  effort  will  enable  the  establishment  to  yupport  itself  uj>ou  th-%  present  plan.' 
md  the  old  connty  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  used  as  a  ii.ito  Prison,  it  is  understood  that  die 
inoal  expense  is'about  520,090.'  The  old  Prison  at  New-rate  (Connecticut)  cost  the  state 
iUaally.  for  ten  years  previous  to  its  abandonment.  $VAM\  while  the  new  Prison  a* 
fahcnnlcld  has  produced  £:i.2£0,  for  the  last  war.  above  every  expense — making  a  «lif- 

43* 
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pal  cause  of  any  such  necessity  arises  from  the  fact,  that  about  three  to 
one  of  all  the  persons  committed  in  them  are  for  debt,  and  about  two 
thirds  of  these  are  for  debts  under  twenty  dollars,  and  from  one  half  to 
two  thirds  of  the  whole  number,  on  writ,  without  judge,  jury,  or  witne^. 
The  country  at  large  does  not  appear  to  be  disposed  to  enlarge  its  county 
Prisons,  and  adopt  the  improved  principles  of  Prison  discipline,  viz.  soli- 
tary confinement,  rigid  discipline,  and  hard  labor,  and  this,  too,  at  a 
great  expense,  for  the  sake  of  persons  incarcerated  for  small  debts.  The 
public  opinion  of  the  country,  and  the  legislation  of  the  country,  so  far  as 
we  are  able  to  judge,  are  tending  to  a  different  result,  as  the  laws  of  the 
last  winter  sufficiently  prove.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  county  Prisons 
are  delivered  in  any  reasonable  measure  from  poor  debtors,  imprisoned 
for  small  sums,  especially  on  mesne  process,  we  shall  see  what  needs  to 
be  done  in  the  way  of  altering,  enlarging,  or  rebuilding  county  Prisons. 
But  it  appears  to  be  a  great  waste  to  expend  time  and  money  in  building 
new  and  large  county  Prisons,  for  the  accommodation  of  those,  many  of 


The  amount  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  the  support  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  since  in 
establishment,  is  5167,000;  the  institution  is  now  in  debt  54,000;  which,  added  to  the  fart 
sum,  makes  5171,000,  with  which  the  institution  stands  charged.  As  an  offset  to  uw 
i-harge,  may  be  placed  510,000  in  debts,  the  full  amount  of  what  the  518,000,  doc  the  insu- 
tution,  is  actually  worth:  tools  and  machinery  to  the  amount  of  $2fiQ0 ;  raw  material* oa 


divided  into  the  whole  sum  which  stands  to  its  charge,  will  exhibit  an  annual  expenditure  of 
59,713  dollars.  The  difference  between  this  amount  and  the  various  reported  amount*,  if 
probably  owing  to  the  difference  between  the  estimated  value  of  the  manufactured  artirln, 
and  the  prices  for  which  they  have  been  sold ;  and  to  the  improvements  w  hich  have  been  made 
from  time  to  tinv\  not  being  taken  into  this  account,  as  the  establishment  cannot  be  con- 
sidered worth  more  now  than  at  its  beginning.  Arc  there  any  who  still  persist  in  the  helirf 
that  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  can  be  made  to  support  itself?    Admit,  for  a  moment,  that  tl* 


X 

nourished  in  idleness  ?  It  will  be  discovered,  from  this  statement,  that  Ohio  lias,  ou  as 
average,  from  the  commencement  of  the  institution  until  the  present  time,  expended  marly 
5 10,000  annually.  Admitting  that  crime  continues  to  increase  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
<:f  population,  we  must  expect  to  expend,  for  the  coming  live  or  ten  years,  from  tt:i » 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  each  year,  for  support,  repairs,  Ace.  The  question  that  win  mk#:1 
itself  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bony,  is,  Will  it  be  policy  for  Ohio  \v  con- 
tinue to  expend  this  sum  for  the  support  of  an  institution,  that  evidently  lends  to  make  a 
great  portion  of  our  convicts  worse  men  thau  they  were  at  the  time  of  entering  the  Pri*on ' 
or  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  expend,  in  one  year,  5:30,000,  the  labor  ot  the  ooavirt?. 
and  the  debts  due  the  institution,  and  build  a  Prison  that  would  be  sufficient  to  contj:n  ht 
hundred  prisouers,  and  one  where  that  discipline  could  l>c  introduced,  which  would  not  im? 
free  society  from  the  depredations  of  the  convict  while  in  Prison,  but  one  that  would  Itfvt 
a  beneficial  effect  upon  him  after  being  discharged  ? 

"  For  a  more  minute  and  satisfactory  description  of  the  plan  upon  which  th*  WeuVr^uW 
and  Auburn  Prisons  are  constructed,  together  with  their  internal  police  and  geucrol  nuoapt- 
ment,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  legislature  to  the  reports  of  those  Prisons,  and  to  the  invaluable 
Reports  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  whose  labors  eivc  promise  of  more  good,  in  estab- 
lishing a  perfect  system  of  Prison  government,  than  has  Decii  derived  from  any  other  »uurr* ", 
also  to  the  letter  of  Judge  Powers,  former  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  which  wa>  read  >a 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members;  wiik 
all  of  which  we  have  been  kindly  furnished. 

"  There  were,  on  the  first  of  March,  147  prisoners.  There  have  l>cen  received,  <i:ice  that 
time,  57 :  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  10 ;  by  pardon,  25 ;  escaped.  4  :  leaviag 
in  the  Prison,  the  15th  of  November,  1830, 165. 

"  Columbus,  Dec.  8,  1830.  B.  LEONARD.  Keeptr  O.  V:' 
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lom  public  opinion  and  the  laws  arc  likely  so  soon  to  relieve  in  another 
ij.  If  persons  can  be  found  disposed  to  do  it,  we  envy  not  their  be- 
volence,  or  the  happiness  and  utility  resulting  from  it.  To  illustrate 
s  idea  :  A, county  Prison,  properly  constructed  for  the  accommodation 
the  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  persons  saved  from  imprisonment, 
the  state  of  Maryland,  in  a  single  year,  by  the  very  brief  and  small 
v  of  the  last  winter,  prohibiting  the  imprisonment  of  persons  for  less 
in  930,  woulid  cost,  probably,  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand 
Uars.  The  interest  on  this  sum  would  not  only  pay  as  much  as  has 
»n  heretofore  paid  in  consequence  of  the  old  process  of  collecting, 
t  probably  pay  the  whole  amount  of  the  debts ;  for  it  is  a  fact,  proved 
the  records  of  all  the  Prisons,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  all  the 
ryera  and  sheriffs  whom  \vc  have  consulted,  that  in  a  very  small  pre- 
dion of  all  the  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  is  any  thing  paid  :  and  a 
»at  proportion  of  all  the  cases  of  imprisonment  is  for  small  debts.  We 
ill  therefore  labor  for  the  present  to  prevent  the  imprisonment  of  per- 
is, at  least  for  small  debts,  rather  than  lal>or  to  enlarge  or  rebuild  the 
jnty  Prisons,  for  their  solitary  confinement  and  more  severe  discipline. 
In  regard  to  Asylums  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics,  Massachu- 
ts  has  taken  the  lead,  in  this  new  department  of  benevolence;  New 
irk  is  preparing  to  follow  the  example ;  and  we  are  confident,  that 
thing  is  necessary  to  cause  a  beautiful  sisterhood  of  these  needful  in- 
tutions,  but  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  proving  their  necessity. 
In  regard  to  Establishments  for  the  Pauper  Population,  particularly 
large  Cities,  we  believe  many  important  principles  concerning  their 
DStruction,  discipline,  employment,  and  instruction,  have  been,  and 
ly  be,  derived  from  the  improved  Prisons. 

In  view  of  the  whole  field  of  labdr  fairly  embraced  by  the  Prison 
iscipUne  Society,  it  is  large  enough,  and  sufficiently  interesting,  to  en- 
trage  patient  and  persevering  labor  wxthox'.t  deviation  or  despondency 
Thanking  the  Lord,  therefore,  for  the  mercies  of  the  last  year,  we 
osecrate  ourselves  anew  to  his  service,  in  this  department  of  benevo 
ice. 
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LIFE    DIRECTORS. 
»r    THr    PAYMENT   OF    Wt    HUXDBJtD    DOLLARS    AXD    UPWARD!. 
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Lawrence.  Amo* 
Lowell,  John 
Munson,  Israel 
'Phillips,  William 
Prescott,  William 
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•rth,  Thomas 

Thomas  L. 
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an,  William 
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Canandaigua,  JV.  F. 
Eddy,  Ansel  G. 

Catskill,  JV.  F. 
Cooke,  Thomas  B. 
Day,  Orrin 

Charleston,  S.  C. 
Bethune,  G.  W. 
Corning,  Jasper 

Charlestown,  Mass. 
Curtis,  Jared 

Danvers,  Mass. 
Cowles,  George 
Oakes,  Caleb 

Dorchester,  Mass. 
Cod  man,  John 

Geneva,  JV.  F. 
*Axtell,  Henry 

Gloucester,  Mass. 
Jewett,  David,  by 
a  lady 

Hampton,  A*.  H. 
'  Harris,  Roswell 

Haverhill,  Mass. 
Keely,  George 
Phelps,  Dudley 

Ipswich,  Mass. 
Kimball,  David 

Marblehead,  Mass 
Hooper,  Nathaniel 
Reed,  William 

Milton,  Mass. 
Tucker,  Nathaniel 
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Wright,  Henry  C. 

JSTewburyport,  Mass. 

Banister,  William  B. 

Bartlett,  William 

*Brown,  Moses 

Dimmick,  Luther  F. 

Proudfit,  John 

By  a  donation  in  books  from 
Charles  Whipple,  to  con- 
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Thompson,  Sarah 
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Brewster,  James 
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Allen,  Stephen 
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McAulev,  Thomas 
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Pen-it,  Pelatiah 
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Philadelphia,  Penn. 
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Pittsjield,  Mass. 
Newton,  Edward  A. 
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Cuyler,  Cornelius 

Salem,  Mass. 
Cleveland,  J.  P. 
Emerson,  Brown   ' 
Williams,  William 
Worcester,  Zervia  F. 

Schenectady,  JV*.  F. 
Smith,  Peter 

Thomaston,  Me. 
Rose,  Daniel 

Troy,  JV.  F. 
Tucker,  Mark 

Utica,  JV.  F. 
Lansing,  D.  C. 
Stocking,  Samuel 
Varick,  Abraham 

West  Haverhill,  Mass. 
Cross,  Abijah 

Williamstown,  Mass. 
Griffin,  Edward  D. 

Wiscasset,  Ms. 
Hooker,  Edward  W. 
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50 
9  39 
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1 
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9 
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1 


9 
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And r us,  Asa 
Camp,  Jos.  K.  50 

Coles,  Horaoe  1 
Coles,  George  50 

Hart,  Simeon  1 

Hooker,  Edward  1 

Pitkin,  Charles  9 

Porter,  Noah  1 

Wood  bridge,  W.  C.  9 

FUekkurg,  Mass. 
Putnam,  Rufus  A.  9 

Geneva,  A*.  T. 

Donations 

Bogort,  James  9 

Cook,  C.  A.  9 

Dwight,  Henry  40 

Halt.  Moses  1  50 

Sundry  persons  1  75 

Georgia. 
Hussey,  A.  S 

Gosken,  Conn, 
Beach,  John  50 

Boecher,  David  1 

Cash  1  95 

Hart,  Henry  50 

Lyman,  M.  &  H.  N.  9  50 

Norton,  Abraham  1 

Hackensack,  A*.  J. 
Anderson,  John  50 

Bogcrt,  C.  C.  95 

Cnssedy,  George  9 

Cristic,  1).  I.  37| 

Cash  95 

Campbell,  A.  9 

Hague,  James  50 

Haverhill,  Mass. 
Duncan,  J.  11.  9 

Ipsviek,  Mass. 
Choate,  John  9 

Latrreneeviils,  A*.  J. 

Axtcll,  Henry  9 

Green,  Richard  9 

Henderson, 'Anna  1 

Phillips,  Lewis  9 

Phillips.  Dr.  1 

Smith,  John  9 
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MarbUksad,  Mass. 
Contribution  6  39 

Middle  Haddan,  Conn. 
Alsop,  J.  W.  1 

Cash 

Foot,  Horace  9 

Talman,  Mr. 

Middletown,  Conn. 
Barnos,  J. 
Contribution 
Friend 

Hubbard,  Nehemiah 
Shaler,  Mrs. 
Southtnayd,  E.  G. 
Stanley,  G.  W. 
Ward,  Mrs.  &  W.  D. 
Whittlesey,  C. 
Woodman,  Henry 


Momstoion,  A".  J. 
Boy  kin,  John 
Cash,  and  Report  sold 
Chester,  Alfred 
Condit,  Lewis 
Cook.  James 
Conklins,  Mrs. 
Day,  David 
Dickenson,  L. 
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Ferd.  G.  H. 
Hawkins,  Mrs. 
Johnson,  Peter  A. 
Johnson,  8. 
Lindslev,  W. 
Mills,  Lewi* 
Scheock, 
Scvfield,  James  I. 

AVwarft,  A*.  J, 

Hamilton,  W.  T.  from  1st 
Church,  to  constitute 
him  a  Life  Member        30 

AVw  Brunswick,  A*.  J. 

Baker,  Samuel  I 

Bishop,  James  1 

Bray,  John  9 

Doryee,  Richard  9 

East  burn,  Robert  1 

Janeway,  J.  9 

Novins,  James  S.  9 

Nelson,  John  9 

Randolph,  D.  Frti  9 

Richmond,  Frederic  1 

Scott,  John  1 

Scott,  Mrs.  9 

Strong,  Theodore  9 

Sundry  persons  1  50 

Asvfcsry,  Mass. 

Adams,  Daniel  4 

Asw  Castls,  DsL 

Darack,  J.  1 

Dickey,  J.  M.  9 
Janvier,  C.  &  J.  75 

Janvier,  John  90 

Janvier,  Thomas  1 

Kean,  M.  1 

Pavnter,  A.  1 

Roberts,  James  9 

Rogers,  James  1 

Stockton,  T.  1 

Two  persons  1  50 

AVw  Haven,  Conju 

Andrews,  E.  A.  9 

Baldwin,  R.  8.  9 

Brewster,  James  9 

Bristol,  William  9 

Candee,  Leverett  9 

Catlin,  W.  9 

Clark,  Joseph  N.  9 

Daggett,  David  9 

Day,  Jeremiah  S 

Dow,  V.  M.  9 

Dwight,  Timothy  9 

Forbes  &  Son  9 
Goodrich,  Cliaoncey  A,         8 

Hotchkiss,  H.  &  L.  9 

Hotchkiss,  Russell  9 

Hull.  Sidnoy  9 

Hitchcock,  S.  K.  9 

Ives,  Eli  9 

Jarman.  F.  T.  t 

Kimberly,  Dennis  t 

King*ley.  James  L.  t 

Knight,  Jonathan  2 

Leffingwell,  WilskfR  9 

Maltby,  A.  H.   ^^  9 

Munson,  Eneas  i 

Pond,  C.  H.  « 

Pynchon,  H.  R.  1 

Salsbury,  Mrs.  J.  i 

Sherman,  Roger  9 

Stillman,  Benjust  9 

Skinner,  A.  If.  9 

Townsend,  W.  F  9 

Townseod,  Isaac  ff  9 

Townsend,  Isaac  9 

Trowbridgo,  Henry  -9 

Twining,  Stephen  9 

Tot  ten,  Gilbert  9 
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APPENDIX. 


To  the  Hon.  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  be  kokk* 

at  Hartford,  May,  1831. 

The  Directors  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  in  compliance  with 
the  requisitions  of  the  Act  for  the  establishment  of  said  Prison, 
respectfully 

REPORT, 

That  such  has  been  the  management  of  the  Prison  during  the  year  past,  en  the 
part  of  those  to  whom  its  immediate  charge  has  been  entrusted,  as  to  induce  as  to 
hope  that  the  design  of  the  legislature  in  its  establishment  has  been,  in  a  gmt 
measure,  realized. 

The  warden's  statement  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  institution  accoropaniri 
this  report  From  that  it  will  appear,  that  the  results  of  the  year  are  highly  nwor- 
able — the  earnings  of  the  Prison  amounting,  for  the  year,  to  the  sum  of$7,$24  H 
alter  defraying  every  attendant  expense.  We  are  confident  that  this  result  has  not 
been  produced  by  any  fictitious  estimate  of  property  on  hand.  In  confirmation  of 
this  opinion,  we  would  remark,  that  since  the  close  of  the  accounts,  on  the  31st  day 
of  March  lost,  the  property  inventoried  in  the  nail  shop,  at  that  time  amounting  to 
upwards  of  $1,300,  has  been  reduced,  by  actual  sales,  more  than  $1,000  at  ante 
quite  as  favorable  as  the  appraisal  in  the  invoice. 

Out  of  the  earnings  of  the  institution,  the  warden,  by  our  order,  paid  on  the  JU 
of  March  last,  into  the  treasury,  the  sum  of  $4,000,  which,  with  the  sum  of  $2|8tt 
from  the  earnings  of  the  year  ending  March  31, 1830,  makes  the  sum  of  $6,500  pad 
into  the  treasury  during  the  yeur  past;  leaving,  at  the  time  of  the  last  payment,1 
balance  of  cash  on  hand,  applicable  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  Prison,  of $1,01  II- 

The  amount  due  from  the  Prison  at  the  end  of  the  year,  was  $2  75,  omitted  to  he 
paid  by  mistake.  The  amount  due  to  the  Prison  at  the  same  time,  a  very  cmt 
portion  of  which  is  well  secured,  was  $4352  86.  The  amount  and  nature  of  the 
other  property  belonging  to  the  institution,  together  with  the  amount  of  the  recap* 
and  expenses  in  each  particular  department,  will  appear  from  the  warden*!  state* 
ment 

The  employment  of  the  convicts  continues  much  the  same  as  during  the  last  year, 
with  the  exception  of  the  manufacture  of  nails.  The  demand  for  these  in  the 
market  having  become  less  active,  it  was  thought  advisable  -to  su  pend  the  manu- 
facture of  them  for  the  present  The  convicts  who  were  occupied  in  this  depart- 
ment, are  now  profitably  employed  in  the  smith's  shop  on  contract,  in  the  manu- 
facture of  shovels. 


^ 


* 
> 

* 


The  tailor's  shop  has  also  been  discontinued,  excepting  so  far  as  it  is  necessity  ti  ' 
.make  and  repair  the  clothing  of  the  convicts.  It  was  thought  that  the  few  engage!  <■ 
in  this  business  might  be  more  advantageously  employed  in  other  departments  of 
the  Prison. 

Since  the  enlargement  of  the  Prison  buildings,  and  proper  accommodations  haw 
been  provided  for  the  females,  that  department  of  the  institution  has  assumed  a  nv 
more  favorable  aspect    The  system  of  discipline  which  continues  to  produce  the  J1 
most  salutary  influence  upon  the  male  convicts,  is  now,  with  equal  success,  appfioi  1 


• 
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to  the  females.  They  are  reduced  to  a  Mate  of  order  and  industry,  and,  being  placed 
under  the  constant  supervision  of  a  judicious  matron  and  her  assistant,  it  is  probable 
they  may  be  restored  to  liberty  and  the  society  of  their  friends,  in  some  degree 
morally  improved.  A  part  of  the  females  are  employed  in  cooking  for  the  Prison. 
By  this  arrangement,  the  cooking  establishment  within  the  main  yard  of  the  Prison, 
one  of  the  greatest  interruptions  to  a  correct  and  thorough  discipline,  has  been  re- 
moved. The  food,  as  cooked  at  present  by  the  females,  on  account  of  the  location 
of  the  new  kitchen,  is  received  by  the  convicts  in  a  more  palatable  state,  and  at  *■ 
much  less  expense  of  labor,  than  heretofore.  The  remainder  of  the  females  arc 
employed  either  in  sewing  or  in  some  branch  of  manufactures,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
by  this  arrangement  they  will  hereafter  nearly  or  quite  defray  the  expense  attendant 
upon  their  imprisonment. 

The  number  of  convicts,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  was,  of  males,  166 ;  and  of  fe- 
males, 16 ;  making  182  in  the  whole  ;  and  showing  an  increase  of  15  during  the 
year — 18  less  than  in  the  year  previous. 

The  number  of  convictions  have  been  5-4 — also  18  less  than  during  the  year  pre- 
ceding, while  the  number  discharged  has  been  the  same,  viz.  39.  The  number 
of  convictions,  it  appears,  is  considerably  less  than  took  place  during  the  year  end- 
ing the  31st  of  March,  1830. 

Whether  this  diminution  be  attributable  to  the  recent  modifications  of  the  crimi- 
nal code,  or  to  other  causes,  the  experience  of  one  year  cannot  satisfactorily  de- 
termine. 

Owing  to  the  increase  of  convicts,  and  the  necessity,  arising  from  the  changes  of 
employment  heretofore  alluded  to,  of  bringing  a  greater  number  to  labor  in  the  same 
apartment,  it  was  found  the  workshops  were  too  small ;  th:it,  having  become  crowd- 
ed, they  were  not  only  inconvenient  for  mechanical  ppe rations,  but  it  was  found 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  convicts.  At  the  same  time,  more  store-room  within 
the  Prison  walls  was  found  absolutely  necessary  to  the  due  preservation  of  the  pub- 
Be  properly.  With  the  view  of  obtaining  this  desirable  accommodation,  as  well  as 
>f  remedying  the  growing  evil  of  crowded  workshops,  we  determined  to  raise  the 
irest  workshop,  in  its  whole  extent,  one  story  higher.    By  this  comparatively  cheap 

K  ration,  two  fine  workshops — healthy,  airy,  and  spacious — have  been  obtained  in 
second  story ;  the  carpenters'  and  smiths'  shops  sufficiently  enlarged,  while 
imple  store-room  is  left  within  the  walls.  As  it  was  found  that  this  alteration  could 
!>e  made  most  economically  in  connexion  with  the  enlargement  of  the  Prison  build  - 
ngs,  the  expenditures  occasioned  by  it  are  included  in  our  accounts  as  coramis- 
Boners,  and  in  our  report  as  such  an  estimate  of  the  expense  will  appear. 

The  system  pursued  in  the  hospital  department  has  been  found,  by  experience,  safe 
n  its  operations ;  by  it  the  physician  is  always  made  the  judge  of  the  state  of  health 
if  each  of  the  convicts,  as  it  is  in  their  power  at  anytime  to  bring  themselves  under 
lis  inspection.  While,  therefore,  there  is  scarcely  a  possibility  of  a  convict  being 
tble  to  avoid  his  daily  task  by  feigning  sickness,  he  is,  on  the  other  hand,  equally 
afe  against  being  forced  to  labor  while  suffering  with  disease. 

Five  deaths  have  occurred  within  the  Prison  during  the  year ;  one  suicide,  by  a 
onvict  whose  sentence  was  for  life ;  one  broken  down  by  the  infirmities  of  old  age ; 
me  within  a  few  weeks  after  his  commitment,  being,  at  the  time  he  reached  the 
*rison,  greatly  wasted  by  the  disease  which  terminated  his  life ;  and  two  by  diseases 
ontracted  at  the  Prison.  A  particular  statement  relative  to  the  general  health  of 
he  convicts  will  be  found  in  the  physician's  report. 

The  moral  condition  of  the  institution  has  at  all  times  received  our  unremitted  at* 
ration.  Whatever  maybe  the  pecuniary  results  of  the  system  pursued,  if  its  moral 
fleets  are  not  visible  in  the  improved  deportment  of  those  upon  whom  it  is  made  to 
Derate,  we  may  with  safety  pronounce  it  defective,  and  we  ought  to  abandon  it 
rithout  hesitation.  We  are  persuaded  that  the  moral  influence  of  the  system  is 
ilutary ;— of  this  there  can  be  little  doubt,  when  the  present  character  and  conduct 
f  some  of  the  convicts  are  compared  with  what  they  were  when  first  brought  under 
bat  influence.  With  a  desire  of  rendering  their  moral  improvement,  if  possible,  still 
lore  extensive,  we  were  led  to  the  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  attaching  to 
tie  institution  a  resident  chaplain.  Upon  investigation,  we  were  induced  to  be- 
eve  that  the  offices  of  warden  and  chaplain,  heretofore  united,  might  be  advantage- 
usly  separated.  The  person  discharging  the  duties  of  warden  might,  indeed, 
rithout  inconvenience,  perform  morning  and  evening  service ;  but  this  comprise* 
small  portion  of  the  duty  properly  falling  within  the  province  of  chaplain.  We 
elieved  that  by  visiting  the  convicts  in  the  solitude  of  their  cells— by  personally 
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teaching  the  illiterate — and  by  explaining  to  all,  individually,  their  moral  and  reli- 
gious duties,  vastly  greater  benefit**  would  be  conferred  upon  them,  than  could  be  de- 
rived merely  from  the  customary  services  of  the  morning  and  evening,  and  of  Sunday. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  so  convinced  were  we  of  the  importance  of  a  chaplain, 
tltat  we  were  unwilling  to  delay  any  longer  the  employment  of  one,  especially  at 
the  Prison  Discipline  Society  had  generously  offered  to  contribute  towards  his  sup- 
port. We  therefore  approved  of  the  appropriation,  by  the  warden,  of  a  sum  at  the 
rate  of  $200  per  annum,  to  the  maintenance  of  a  chaplain  until  the  present  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly ;  that  sum  being  the  amount  formerly  appropriated  by  the 
legislature,  for  a  similar  purpose,  at  the  old  Prison.  This  arrangement  we  designed 
as  temporary,  intending  to  present  the  subject  to  your  consideration  at  the  present 
session. 

The  Rev.  G.  Barrett  entered  upon  the  duties  of  chaplain  at  the  Prison  in  Feb- 
ruary last  Evening  and  moniing,  and  on  Sunday,  he  has  regularly  performed 
religious  sen* ice  in  the  Prison ;  and  has  availed  himself  of  other  convenient  oppor- 
tunities of  communicating  to  the  convicts  religious  instruction,  and  of  teaching  some 
to  read,  whom  he  found  ignorant  even  of  the  alphabet  In  his  intercourse  with 
them,  he  has  been  naturally  led  to  inquire  into  the  advantages  of  literary  and  moral 
instruction  enjoyed  by  them  previous  to  their  imprisonment  He  found  seventy -mi 
unable  to  write — thirty  unable  to  read — sixty  who  were  deprived  of  parental  pro-  j 
tection  before  they  were  ten  years  old,  and  thirty-six  more  who  met  with  the  sane  | 
privation  l>eforc  they  were  fifteen.  No  convict  has  received  a  liberal  education,  j 
and  very  few  have  ever  been  brought  under  the  influence  of  Sunday  school  instruc-  , 
tion.  We  make  these  statements  to  illustrate  the  necessity  of  employing  a  chaplain  j 
at  the  Prison.  ■ 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  general  treatment  of  the  convicts,  and  the  discipline  of 
the  institution,  we  would  remark,  that  the  State  Prison  is  designed  to  be,  and  em- 
phatically is,  a  place  of  punishment  The  feelings  of  humanity  and  mistaken  mere; 
should  not  be  suffered  to  interpose,  to  disarm  its  punishment  of  that  rigor  due  to  jus- 
tice and  the  violated  laws  of  the  land.  While  a  proper  regard  is  had  to  the  health 
of  its  inmates,  their  comfort  should  not  be  so  fur  studied  as  to  render  it  a  desrabk 
residence,  even  to  those  whose  condition  in  society  is  attended  with  the  severe* 
privations.  When  this  becomes  the  case,  our  criminal  code  becomes  a  bounty  liw  J 
for  crime. 

A  portion  of  the  convicts  are  subject  to  a  moral  influence,  by  which  they  are 
readily  induced  to  conform  their  conduct  to  what  they  know  to  be  the  established 
mid  necessary  rules  of  the  Prison.  They  look  to  the  warden  and  other  officer** 
their  friends  and  t>encfactors — they  admit  the  justice  of  their  sentence ;  and  any  in-  j 
dulgence  shown  is  received  with  gratitude,  and  generally  operates  as  an  induce- 
ment  to  more  implicit  obedience.     From  these  a  complaint  is  never  heard. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  class  of  convict*,  with  whom  a  system  of  discipline 
approaching  to  severity  is,  in  the  end,  humanity.    They  feel  that  the  officers  of  the 
Prison  are  the  executioners  of  the  sentence  of  the  law,  which,  for  some  came  or 
other,  they  uniformly  persuade  themselves  is  unjust,  or  at  least  too  severe.    They, 
therefore,  naturally  array  themselves  against  their  keepers, as  against  their  oppressor* 
Every  opportunity  is  watched  to  evade  or  to  resist  the  regulations  of  tlie  Prison:    ] 
and  were  the  slightest  relaxation  of  those  regulations  permitted  with  this  class  of     , 
convicts,  the  consequence  would  be  open  defiance  and  rebellion.     It  is,  therefore,    j 
the  dictate  of  humanity  to  visit  seemingly  slight  offences  with  what,  under  different 
circumstances,  might  be  considered  too  great  severity.     We  would  not,  however.    • 
have  it  inferred  from  this  remark,  that  corporeal  punishment  is  often  inflicted.    In- 
deed, it  has  lieen  very  rarely  resorted  to  since  the  establishment  of  the  Prison;  but 
when  found  necessary,  the  provision  of  the  statute  confining  the  duty  of  inflicting  H 
to  the  warden  alone,  has  been  strictly  adhered  to. 

As  to  the  food  of  the  convicts,  our  object  is,  and  ever  has  been,  that  an  abundance, 
and  that  which  is  wholesome,  should  be  provided,  and  nothing  more.  We  do  not 
believe  that  the  legislature  ever  designed,  or  would  for  a  moment  countenance  the 
idea,  that  luxury  of  living  should  bo  introduced  within  the  walls  of  the  slate  Prison, 
or  that  the  appetites  of  the  convicts  should  be  consulted  in  the  variety  of  the  food  pro- 
vided for  them.  Fortunately  this  is  a  subject  of  the  senses — the  location  of  the  Prison 
is  so  near,  that  every  member  of  the  legislature  can  personally  satisfy  himself  as  to 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  d>ily  rations.  These,  as  we  have  established  them, 
are  larger  than  are  allowed  at  any  similar  institution  in  the  country,  and  are  very 
considerably  larger  than  are  allowed  by  the  government  in  any  branch  of  our  nation)! 
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service.    Should  doubts,  however,  exist  in  the  mind  of  any  one  as  to  the  fact 
whether  the  convicts  receive  their  daily  allowance,  we  can  only  say  that  the  officer  ' 
who  delivers  the  rations,  makes  a  daily  record  of  the  quantity  delivered,  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  which  he  is  required,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,'  to  make. oath. 

As  to  their  clothing,  the  same  general  principles,  as  stated  in  reference  to  their 
food,  have  governed.  A  due  regard  to  health  and  economy  has  been  observed  in 
its  regulation,  and  it  is  believed  that  a  great  majority  of  the  convicts  are  as  well,  if 
not  better,  clothed,  while  tenants  of  the  Prison,  than  when  depending  upon  their 
own  exertions;  and  are  in  fact  as  well  clothed  as  the  laboring  class  of  our  commu- 
nity generally.    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  RUSS,  ) 

M.  WELLES,  V  Directors. 

S.  H.  HUNTINGTON,  ^ 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  be  convened 

at  Hartford,  May  Session,  1831. 

The  Warden  of  the  State  Prison  would  ask  leave  to  lay  before  your 
Honorable  Body  a  plain  statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures, 
together  with  a  general  view  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Prison, 
for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1831,  inclusive. 

INCOME-; from  Smith  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830, $724  07 

Stock  since  purchased,  repairs,  pay  of  overseer,  &c.,. .     628  95 

1,853  02 

-Received  and  charged  for  work  done  and  articles  sold 

daring  the  past  year,  pertaining  to  smith  shop, 1,567  61 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand,  March  31, 1831, 604  37 

2,171  98 

.Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  smith  

shop, 818  96 

Coopers*  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  1830, 1,220  35 

Stock  since  purchased,  repairs,  &c., 724  27 

1,944  62 

Received  and  charged  for  articles  sold  during  the 

part  year, 2,345  63 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 451  18 

2,796  81 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  coopers'  

shop, 352  19 

Shoe  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 146  57 

Stock  since  purchased,  pay  of  overseer,  &c., 627  21 

773  78 

Received  and  charged  for  work  done  during  the  past 

year,  chiefly  on  contract, 4,628  34 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 148  72 

>  4,777  06 

Exceeding  the   disbursements  on  account  of  shoo  

AopT- 4»0032g 

Aatf  Shop. 

8tock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 1,563  42 

Stock  since  purchased,  repairs,  &c., 1,499  25 

.  3,062  67 

44  • 
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Received   and   charged    for    nails    sold   the   past 
year, $2,211  66 

Stock  and  took  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 1378  85 

3,590  51 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  nail                  — — 
shop, 527  84 

Carpenters9  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 1,290  05 

Stock  and  tools  since  purchased,  pay  of  overseer,  otc.,  2,661  53 

3,951  58 

Received  and  charged  for  articles  sold  and  work 

done  the  past  year, 5,971  31 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31 ,1831, 1,388  79 

7,360  10 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  carpen-  

,ters' shop, 3,408  52 

Tailors'  Shop. 
Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 9  75 

9  75 

Received   and    charged    for  work    done   the    past 

year, 20  77 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 6  00 

28  77 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  tailors'  — — 

shop, 19  18 

Chair  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 946  52 

Stock,  tools,  pay  of  overseer,  repairs,  &c., 7,226  22 

8,172  74 

Received  and  charged  for  articles  sold  the  past 

year, 1 0,606  67 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 1 ,814  01 

12,420  68 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  choir  

shop, 4,247  34 

Female  Department. 

Commenced  this  department  on  the  principle  of  a 

shop,  Dec.  1830.  . 

Furniture,  tools,  &c.  purchased  since,  including  the  ! 

pay  of  matron,  with  her  assistant  and  board, 157  70 

157  70 

Received  and  charged  for  work  done  since, 148  62 

Furniture,  tools,  &c.  on  hand  March  31, 1831 , 54  55 

203  17 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  this  de-  

partment, 4547 

Received  for  interest, 13  84 

Received  and  charged  for  laborers, 594  15 

Received  of  persons  visiting  during  the  past  year, ...    634  97 

1,242  91 

Total  amount  of  receipts, $15,166  **8 

EXPENDITURES— Provisions. 

Provisions  on  hand  March  31, 1830,. 740  97 

Provisions  purchased  since, 3,852  84 

4,593  81 
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Sold  hides,  tallow,  neat's  tongues,  <fcc, $596  79 

Provision*  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 806  42 

1,403  21 

Leaving  for  the  amount  consumed,. 3,190  60 

Clothing  and  Bedding, 

Clothing  and  bedding  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 1,055  11 

"  "         purchased  since, 971  70 

2,026  81 

"  "         on  hand  March  31, 1831, 1,306  92 

Leaving  for  the  amount  consumed, 719  89 

Expenses, 

Furniture  and  fuel  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 625  '58 

Since  paid,  warden's  and  deputy  warden's  salaries, 
chaplain,  watchmen's  wages,  subsistence,  fuel,  and 

incidental  expenses, 3,713  33 

4,338  91 

Received  and  charged  for  articles  sold, 269  27 

Furniture  and  fuel  on  hand  March  31,  1831, 931  75 

1,201  02 


ring  for  the  amount  consumed  or  expended, 3,137  89 

Hospital. 

Medicine  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 24  47 

Medicine  and  hospital  stores  purchased  since, 140  94 

Physician's  bills, 175  50 

^10  91 

Medicine  on  hand  March  31 ,  1831 , 47  13 

leaving  for  the  amount  expended, 293  78 

Total  amount  of  expenditures 7,342  16 

Kahnce  gain  to  the  institution, 7,824  02 

$15,166  18 


Recapitulation, 


INCOME. 

5*mith  shop, 818  96 

Poopers'  snop, 852  19 

Shoe  shop, 4,003  28 

Vail  shop, 527  84 

-arpenters'  shop, 3,408  52 

r*ilors'  shop, 19  02 

-hair  shop 4,247  94 

'  emale  department, 45  47 

deceived  for  interest, 13  84 

*^ceived  and  charged  for  la- 
borers,      594  15 

deceived  from  persons  visiting 
the  Prison, 634  97 


EXPENDITURES. 

Provisions, 3,190  60 

Clothing  and  bedding, 719  89 

Wages,  subsistence,  fuel,  &c.,  3,037  89 
Hospital, 293  78 

Total  amount  of  expenditures,  7,342  16 
Balance  gain  to  the  institution,  7,824  02 

Total, $15,166  18 


V>tal  amount  of  income,. . .  $15,166  18 

AMOS  PILSBURY,  Warden 
State  Prison,  W ether sjitld,  April,  1831. 

I 
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8CHEDULE  A. 
Statement  of  Property  on  hand. 

State Prion,  Mucb 31,  I8M.  Modi 

Shoe  shop, 146  57  h 

Coopers'  shop, 1,220  35  41 

Carpenters*  shop, 1,290  05  »  1,31 

Smith  shop, 724  07  61 

Nail  shop, 1,563  42  1JR 

Clothing  and  bedding, 1,055  11  1,3 

Furniture  in  house  and  Prison, 378  78  }  515  525  } 

Prison,  kitchen,  and  out-door  implements  238  80  >     625  58  414  00  >     92 

Wood, 8  00 )  2  50) 

Tailors*  shop, 9  75 

Female  department, 00  I 

Prorisions, 740  97  80 

Hospital, 24  47  4 

Chairshop, 946  52  1,81 

$8,346  86  $8,94 

Increased  amount  of  property  since  March  31, 1830,    593  83 


$8,940  69 


SCHEDULE  B. 

Statement  of  Debts. 

Due  on  book,  March  31, 1830, 1,540  29 

Due  on  notes, 1,524  68 

3,064  97 

Owing, 86  38 

Balance  in  favor, 2,978  59 

Due  on  book,  March  31, 1831, 4,K>2  86 

Due  on  notes, 767  91 

5,620  77 

Owing, 2  75 

5,618  02 

Increased  balance, 2,639 

Cash  on  hand,  March  31 ,  1830, 3,143  55 

Cash  on  hand,  March  31,  J831, 1,234  31 

Cash  paid  to  treasurer,  by  former  warden, 
per  order  of  directors,  April  22, 1830, 2,500  00 

Cosh  paid  to  treasurer,  per  order  of  direct- 
ors, March  31,1831, 4,000  00 

7,734  31 

Increased  balance  of  cash, 4,590 

Increased  amount  of  property,  as  per  Schedule  A., 59! 

Total  amount  of  increased  balances — gain  to  the  institution, $7^ 


Statement  of  Prisoners. 


Whole    number  of    prisoners, 

March  31,  1830, 167 

Since   received,  to  March  31, 

1831,  inclusive, 54-221 

Discharged  during  the  same 
period,  by  expiration  of  sen- 
tence,       32 

Pardoned  by  the  assembly, ....      2 

Died, 5 

Escaped,  [none] 0 — 39 

Total  in  confinement.  March       

31,1831, 182 


White  males, 134 

White  females 13 


Colored   males, 32 

Colored  females, 3 


March  31 ,1831 — whole  number,. . . 
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Age  of  Convicts. 

nder  the  age  of  20  years, 20 

rora  20  to  30  inclusive, 90 

etween  30  and  40, 34 

ram  40  to  50  inclusive, 25 

etween  50  and  60, 7 

rom  60  to  70  inclusive, 4 

ver  70  years, 2 


otal,. 


182 


ife, 


List  of  Sentences. 


18 
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Total,, 


,182 


Convicted  of  ike  following  Crimes. 

urglary , 04 

igamy, 1 

ttempt  to  poison, 2 

igh  crime  and  misdemeanor, 1 

ore€ -stealing, 17 


Attempt  at  rape, 11 

Attempt  to  kill, 16 

Manslaughter, 5 

Forgery, 9 

Passing  counterfeit  money, 14 

Incest, «.  1 

Adultery, 12 

Murder  commuted, 1 

Rape  commuted, . 2 

Breaking  Prison, 3 

Arson, 6 

Attempt  to  murder, 3 

Abuse  of  a  female  child, 3 

Robbery, 5 

Stealing, 2 

Bestiality, 1 

Incest  and  attempt  to  kill, 2 

Total, 182 

Natives  of  the  following  States  or 
Countries. 


Connecticut,. .  .110 

New  York, 16 

Massachusetts,.  14 
Rhode  Island, . .  14 
New  Jersey, ...     7 

Ireland, 3 

England, 6 

Delaware, 1 


Maryland, 2 

Vermont, 4 

Scotland, I 

Canada, 1 

New  Hampshire  S 

Africa, 1 


Total,. 


.182 


The  Physician  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison  respectfully 

REPORTS, 

That  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Prison,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  of 

arch,  1831,  is  five — four  males,  and  one  female.     Four  of  these  have  died  by 

sease,  and  one  by  suicide.    Of  the  cases  of  disease,  two  have  been  acute,  and  two 

ironic. 

While  the  number  of  deaths  is  about  the  same  as  the  preceding  year,  the  number 

cases  of  disease  has  been  considerably  increased.  Heretofore,  bowel  complaints 
,vc  been  prevalent  during  the  summer  and  autumnal  months,  as  they  usually  are 

the  surrounding  country — and  many  of  these  cases  were  protracted  and  obstinate, 
pecially  if  early  attention  to  the  complaint  was  neglected.  During  the  past 
ar,  diseases  of  this  character  have  occurred  with  nearly  the  same  frequency  at 
!  seasons.  It  should  be  remarked,  however,  that  though  cases  of  this  description 
ve  been  more  frequent  than  formerly,  they  have  not  in  general  been  so  severe, 
le  present  system  of  reporting,  which  brings  the  sick  convict,  immediately  upon 
»  attack,  under  the  eye  of  the  physician,  prevents  the  occurrence  of  the  severer 
mptoms,  greatly  lessens  the  danger  of  a  fatal  event,  and  increases  the  chance  of 
covery. 

During  the  months  of  April  and  May,  about  twenty  cases  of  measles  occurred  in 
i  course  of  six  weeks.     As  the  subjects  of  this  disease  were  all  adults,  it  was  to 

expected  that  it  would  be  severe.  Some  of  the  cases  exhibited  the  disease  in  its 
>rst  forms,  and  were  followed  by  a  train  of  troublesome  symptoms,  but  all  ulti- 
ltely  recovered. 

An  unusual  number  of  cases  of  periodical  headache  occurred  in  the  course  of  the 
ar,  which  probably  originated  in  a  deranged  condition  of  the  digestive  organs, 
d  which  yielded  readily  to  prompt  and  energetic  treatment 
In  the  course  of  the  year,  two  hundred  and  forty-two  cases  of  stomach  and  bowel 
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complaints  came  under  our  ob?crva.tfon,  and  received  medical  treatment;  other 
cases  of  less  urgency  doubtless  existed,  in  which  medical  advice  was  not  required. 
Most  of  these  cases  yielded  readily  to  treatment,  but  some  were  severe  and  obstinate. 

In  consequence  of  these  diseases,  and  from  an  apprehension  that  the  diet  might 
tend  to  increase  them,  the  following  memorandum  was  placed  on  the  hospital 
record  :  "  Stomach  and  boweLcpmpiauits  beiqg  common,  wfejwopmmend  that  the 
bread  be  fernienUti,  antUbtt  rice  hp  qnfrstitutef &  teinl  anc  pe0i  in  the  porridge." 
The  following  remarks  are  also  copied  from  the  book  of  records :  "  Weather  chilly 
at  night,  and  hot  in  the  day-time.  The  men  careless  about  putting  on  their  clothes 
when  going  into  their  night-rooms.  New  potatoes  used  as  a  diet,  instead  of  beam 
and  rice.     All  of  these  may  have  had  an  agency  in  producing  so  much  diarrhea," 

In  the  month  of  January,  after  the  cold  had  been  intense  for  many  day*,  bowel 
complaints  became  frequent,  and  we  find  the  following  record  in  the  hospital  book: 
"  In  consequence  of  the  prevalence  '<Jf  vtohrach  and  bowel  complaints, — recom- 
mended to  the  officers  to  omit  beans  in  the,  porridge,  and  to  substitute  rice ;  which 
change  was  so  salutary  during  the  prevalence  of  similar  complaints  in  the  summer." 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  statements,  that  diarrhea,  and  other  derangements  of 
the  digestive  organs,  are  the  prevailing  diseases  of  this  institution.  It  is  a  subject 
worthy  of  careful  inquiry,  whether  the  esfcibljahed.  djet  of  U*e  Prison  has  not  •  mate- 
rial agency  in  the  production  of  these  dfcfrasc*.  No  objection  to  this  diet  can  be 
made  on  the  ground  that  an  adequate  supply  of  food  is  not  furnished  to  the  prisoner, 
or  thit  the  food  is  not  nutritive.  Probably  no  diet  can  be  provided,  containing  an 
equal  quantity  of  nutritious  matter,  at  s»  moderate  a  price.  Indeed,  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  quantity  is  quite  sufficient,  and  more  than  is  taken  by  ordinary  laborer*. 
I  have  examined  this  subject  with  much  attention,  and  am  now  well  convinced 
that  so  large  a  proportion  of  corn-meal  ttnd  'beans  in  the  diet,  does  tend  to  produce 
the  complaints  in  question.  In  a  very  great  number  of  instances,  the  porridge  u 
the  food  most  complained  of,  as  producing  acidity  of  stomach,  vomiting,  and  diarrhea 
The  solid,  unfermented  bread,  also  is  indigestible,  and  would  not  be  favorable  to  a 
stomach  at  all  affected  by  disease. 

It  has  been  impossible,  heretofore,  to.  £i>p  the  Jbo«l  to  Jhc  convicis  as  jtmbji 
wotfd  fe  desifebft.  >  *W  nasi,  l&litufngfrtfe  m*tfttnfc  Mat,  Kw  Men  bfteiU* 
and  the  potatoes  generally  so.  There  is  a  material  difference  in  the  digestibility  of 
these  articles,  whether  taken  warm  or  cold.  The  new  arrangement  for  cooking  ami 
distributing  the  food,  will,  it  is  conceived,  remove  this  difficulty. 

The  reluctance  felt  in  bringing  this  subject  before  the  directors,  for  their  more 
particular  investigation,  has  arisen  from  a  desire  to  avoid  change  as  far  as  possible: 
the  inconvenience  of  which,  in  an  institution  of  this  kind,  will  be  readily  conceived. 

Ordinary  fermented  broad  of  rye-flour  or  middlings  of  wheat,  would  be  little  iw 
expensive  than  the  bread  at  present  in  tuifcjf  tiidtwotr'the  Alimentation  of  the  tread 
now  furnished,  would  improve  its  quality,  with  trifling  labor  and  expense.  Rice  i* 
a  cheaper  article  of  diet  than  almost  any  other.  Fish,  well  cured,  would  form  - 
cheap  and  an  excellent  article  of  food. 

How  far  it  would  bo  desirable  to  have  some  little  variety  of  food,  is  a  su'jcct 
worthy  of  consideration.  Many  medical  gentlemen,  well  qualified  to  judge,  are  nf 
opinion,  that  an  unvarying  conlinuance  of  the  same  articles  of  diet,  however  unex- 
ceptionable these  may  be  in  themselves,  is  incompatible  with  health.  One  thins  i" 
certain,  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  fatal  cases  of  disease  in  this  Prison,  since  the 
first  reception  of  the  convicts  in  1S27,  nave  arisen,  directly  or  remotely,  from 
diarrhea,  or  from  other  derangements  of  the  organs  of  digestion. 

These  hints  are  respectfully  suggested  for  the  consideration  of  the  director'. 

The  remarks  which  have  been  made,  may  perhapj  convey  the  idea  that  the 
prisoners,  as  a  body,  are  not  healthy.  Aside  from  the  class  of  disease  which  ha* 
been  specified,  no  unusual  degrco  of  sickness  has  prevailed.  The  cases  of  acute 
disease  have  been  few.  No  epidemic,  except  measles,  has  occurred  ;  and  it  is  con- 
fidently believed,  that  in  the  geiier.il  hcalthinosj  and  comfort  of  the  prisoner*,  and 
the  small  number  of  deaths  that  have  occurred,  this  institution  is  not  surpassed  by 
any  similar  institution  irt  this  country. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  confirmed  the  opinion  formerly  entertained 
and  expressed  in  our  reports,  of  the  safety  and  propriety  of  withholding  anient 
spirit*  from  the  intemperate, as  well. as  all  other  convicts, upon  their  first  admission ; 
and  no  disease  peculiar  to  inebriates  has  ever  apneared  in  this  Prison. 

SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD,  Physictan. 

Connecticut  State  Prison,  April,  1831. ... 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF  TBI 


Dtfffon  BtectyUtu  SOtUtff. 


uclk.1.    This  Society  shall  be  called  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 

r.  2.    It  shall  bo  the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 

5  Prisons. 

r.  3.    It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  eflectirifr  the 

tion  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  United  States, 

>  co-operate  with  al!  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in 

eond  article  of  this  Constitution'. 

r.  4.    Any  Society,  having  the  same  object  in  view,  which  shall  beeoam 

ary  to  this,  and  snail  contribute  to  its  rands,  shall  thereby  secure  for  thai 

is,  in  the  State  where  such  Society  is  located,  special  Attention  from  1h!§ 

If. 

t.  5.    Each  subscriber  of  two  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

r.  6.    Each  subscribe?  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 

r.  7.    Each  subscriber  of  ten  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Director. 

t.  8.    Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall, by  one  additional 

ent  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a  Di- 

r  for  Life. 

t.  9.    The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  he  a  President,  as  many  Vice-Preti 

as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen 
illy,  and  a  Board  of  Managers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  Che  bmjfaea 
9  Society.     This  Board  shall  consist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of 
i  nine  shall  reside  m  the  city  of  Boston;  and  Are  snail  constitute  a  quorum, 
ery  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  en- 
to  meet  and  deliberate  with  the  tioard  of  Managers, 
e  Managers  shall  call  special  meeting*  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vaomn 
i*  may  occur  by  death  or  otherwise,  m  their  own  Board. 
t.  10.    The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  'treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
icio,  Members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

t.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  toe 
1  of  Managers. 

t.  12.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on 
reek  of  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as  specified 
j  ninth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  and  the  pro- 
ngs of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

t.  13.    The  Managers  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place,  in  the  city  of 
»n,  as  they  shall  appoint. 
t.  14.    At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 

his  absence,  the  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  hi  the 
ice  of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-President*,  such  Member  i»  shall  be 
nted  for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

t.  15.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or,  in  the 
ice  of  the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings 
e  Board.  . 

t.  16.  The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  or 
ftary. 

t.  17.  The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons'  as 
rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  life  or  Diree- 
br  Life. 

t.  18.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution  except  by  the  Sbeie 
,  an  annual  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  • 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  was  held  it 
the  Cowper  Committee  Room,  on  Monday,  May  28,  1832. 

The  Secretary  called  the  meeting  to  order;  and,  the  President  and 
all  the  Vice  Presidents  being  absent,  Henry  Hill,  Esq.,  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  Rev.  David  Green,  at  his  request,  addressed  the  throne 
of  grace. 

The  Treasurer,  Charles  Cleveland,  Esq.,  presented  bis  Report; 
together  with  the  certificates  of  the  Auditors,  Moses  Grant  and 
George  J.  Homer,  which  were  read  and  accepted. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  whose  names  will  be  found  o» 
another  page,  were  then  elected. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Warren  Fat,  D.  D.,  the  meeting  adjourned 
to  meet  in  Park  Street  Church,  at  half  past  7  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
10  hear  the  Report  and  Addresses. 

The  Society  met  in  the  evening,  according  to  adjournment 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Samuel  T.  Armstrong,  Esq.,  the 
chair  was  taken  by  John  Tappan,  Esq^,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents. 
After  the  reading  of  select  passages  of  Scripture  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Faircrild,  of  .South  Boston,  and  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Blagdin, 
the  Treasurer's  Report  was  read  and  accepted.  The  receipts  of  the 
Society  for  the  year  were  $2,915  53;  expenditures,  (3,035;  balance 
due  the  Treasurer,  $119  47- 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  parts  of  the  Annual  Report 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Everett,  seconded  by  the 
Rev.  John  Pierpont, 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  now  read  be  accepted,  and  published 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  Everett  congratulated  the  Society  on  its  success,  and  its  cos* 
tinually  brightening  prospects,  and  adduced  a  variety  of  facts  relating 
to  this  country  and  England,  which  indicate  a  steady  progress  m  tke 
public  mind  towards  the  general  practical  recognition  of  the  principle 
that  no  man  ought  to  be  deprived  of  liberty  for  debt  merely.  He  met* 
tioned  the  labors  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society,  and  the  evi* 
dent  influence  of  the  one  which  he  was  addressing,  in  stimulating  and 
directing  the  labors  of  philanthropists  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic 

In  seconding  the  resolution,  Mr.  Pierpont  addressed  the  meeting 
with  great  animation  and  eloquence. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  renew  their  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  God  of  providence,  for  the  favors  of  another 
year.  At  the  same  time,  they  have  occasion,  as  in  former  years,  tp 
lament  the  death  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Society.  Elias 
Cobnelius  and  John  B.  Lawrence — the  one  publicly  and  very 
extensively  known  on  earth,  and  the  other,  we  doubt  not,  as  well 
known  by  the  ministering  spirits  to  the  heirs  of  salvation — have  die*d 
since  the  last  anniversary.  The  memory  of  these  dear  friends,  and  all 
they  did  and  said  for  our  encouragement,  as  well  as  the  strongly-mark- 
ed Christian  character  of  each,  is  fresh  in  our  minds. — Elias  Cornelius, 
after  attending  a  public  meeting  in  behalf  of  this  Society  not  long  since, 
said,  in  substance,  "  I  never  before  so  much  felt  the  importance  of  the 
objects  of  this  Society,  nor  so  greatly  wished  you  to  persevere."  Of  his 
substance,  too,  he  largely  contributed,  according  to  his  ability,  in  aid 
of  its  funds ;  and  he  gave  us  encouragement  to  expect  from  him  an 
address  at  some  future  anniversary,  in  support  of  some  good  resolution. 
Were  it  not  sinful,  how  should  we  rejoice  to  see  his  noble  form,  and 
sustaining  presence  and  smile,  on  this  occasion  ! — John  B.  Lawrence 
was  a  different  roan.  His  bodily  presence  was  weak.  He  was  many 
years  confined  to  his  bed,  or,  when  he  led  it,  rolled  about  his  room  on 
the  wheels  of  his  chair,  or  borne  in  the  arms  of  a  friend  or  servant,  to 
the  house  of  God.  But  his  spirit  was  the  same,  identically  the  same, 
with  that  of  Cornelius — the  spirit  of  Christ ;  and  for  years  past, 
while  sitting  by  his  bed-side,  has  an  agent  of  this  Society  been  aston- 
ished at  his  full  and  minute  understanding  of  the  objects  of  this  So- 
ciety's benevolent  regard  ;  his  earnest  solicitude  and  prayers  for 
successful  results  ;  and  his  punctual  and  systematic  charities,  which  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  contribute  in  aid  of  its  funds.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  great  weakness  and  suffering,  which  most  minds  would  have 
thought  sufficient  to  exempt  the  sufferer  from  all  thought  except 
concerning  himself,  it  admits  of  a  question,  whether  there  was  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Society  who  made  himself  more  thoroughly  acquainted 
wkh  its  public  bearings  and  its  minutest  detail;  who  prayed  more 
earnestly,  or  contributed  more  liberally,  according  to  his  ability,  for  its 
advancement ;  or  who  has  done  any  thing  for  it  more  worthy  of  a 
memorial.  These  things  are  here  mentioned  because  the  phenomenon 
so  extraordinary ; — such  frailty  and  suffering ;  such  benevolent  re* 
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gard,  accurate  knowledge  and  patient  study  of  the  object,  which  an 
said,  by  those  who  saw  the  humble  sufferer,  in  regard  to  other  ob- 
jects of  benevolence,  to  have  been  the  same  with  respect  to  them. 
If  any  man  would  learn  his  responsibility  in  regard  to  the  various 
objects  of  benevolence,  and  how  his  personal  happiness  may  be  so  con- 
nected with  them  as  to  aid  in  carrying  him  above  any  conceivable 
degree  of  bodily  suffering,  let  him  go  to  Salem,  and  learn  from  his 
friends  the  history  of  John  B.  Lawrence. 

The  dear  friends  here  mentioned  lived  many  years  in  the  sime 
place,  were  connected  with  the  same  church,  one  as  pastor,  and  the 
other  as  a  private  member,  where  they  mingled  their  sympathies,  prayen 
and  alms ;  and  both  of  them  sat  like  little  children  at  the  feet  of  Wor- . 
cester,  the  senior  pastor  of  the  Tabernacje  Church.  But  for  some 
years  past,  they  were  separated  from  each  other.  One,  we  believe,  wai 
taken  to  heaven  ;  another  sent  abroad  in  the  world  as  an  honored  tod 
successful  public  agent  and  ambassador  of  Christ ;  and  the  other,  in 
the  holy  and  righteous  providence  of  God,  left  to  honor  God  as  i 
humble  sufferer.  The  last  year  has  brought  them  together  again,  we 
believe,  in  heaven ;  and  if  so,  then  they  all  sit  together  at  the  feet  of 
Jesus.  Their  happiness  we  may  not  envy ;  but  so  live  as  to  inherit 
something  like  it. 

Another  friend  and  benefactor  of  this  Society,  whose  death  we 
lament  on  this  occasion,  was  William  H.  Eliot  of  Boston ;  and  anoth- 
er still,  Richard  Varick  of  New  York,  a  companion  of  Washington, 
and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  venerable  president  of  the  Americas 
Bible  Society. 

Having  thus  noticed  the  death  of  our  departed  friends,  we  proceed 
to  notice  the  principal  events  and  transactions  of  the  year. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Report  will  be  geographical ;  and  the  prin- 
cipal topics  presented  will  be,  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  State  Prisons, 
Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  and  Asylums  for  poor  and 
imprisoned  Lunatics. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — Governor  Dinsmorc  introduced  this  subject 
to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  at  the  last  session.     He  sajs— 

"  The  attention  of  the  legislature  was  called  the  last  year,  by  my  respected  pre* 
decessor,  to  the  subject  or  imprisonment  for  debt.  In  accordance  with  hit  & 
lightened  and  humane  views  of  the  subject,  I  would  again  invito  you  to  a  careful 
and  attentive  examination  of  it.  The  legislative  discussion  of  the  question,  is 
this  and  other  states,  has  doubtless  prepared  the  public  mind  for  some  change; 
and  so  far  as  the  general  sentiment  has  been  expressed,  we  have  strong  proof  that 
such  a  measure  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  general  approbation.  If  the  dictate 
of  sound  policy,  as  well  as  a  proper  regard  to  the  rights  of  humanity,  do  require 
a  repeal  of  the  existing  laws  relative  to  the  imprisonment  of  debtors,  we  cannot 
too  soon  relieve  that  suffering  and  oppressed  class  of  our  fellow  citizens  from  the 
rexations  and  embarrassments  whicn  result  from  the  present  state  of  the  la**? 
and  at  the  same  time  take  from  our  statute  book  one  of  its  few  jrroundf  of 
reproach.  But,  while  indulging  a  feeling  so  philanthropic  and  praiseworthy, 
extreme  care  should  be  exercised  not  to  lose*  sight  of  the  just  claims  of  creditu*- 
In  framing  a  law  upon  the  subject,  every  possible  precaution  should  he  takes  w 
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guard  their  interests  against  the  fraudulent  designs  and  practices  of  dishonest 
debtors. 

"  I  forbear  to  express  more  fully  my  views  of  the  subject,  from  a  knowledge 
that  it  is  in  the  possession  of  a  committee,  whose  report,  I  am  informed,  may  be 
expected  early  in  t!tc  present  session.  It  is  gratifying  to  believe,  that  the  mature 
consideration  the  committee  have  had  time  to  bestow  upon  the  question,  will 
furnish  such  aid  to  your  deliberations  as  to  enable  you  to  come  to  an  early  decision, 
without  hazarding  any  of  the  evils  of  hasty  or  incautious  legislation." 

This  is  the  language  of  the  governor  in  a  state  where  no  person  can 
be  imprisoned  for  less  than  $13,33  ;  where  the  Prison  limits  extend  to 
the  limits  of  the  town  ;  and  where,  in  the  whole  state,  probably  not 
more  than  two  hundred  persons  arc  imprisoned  annually  for  debt,  out 
of  a  population  of  269,000;  while  in  Boston,  Mass.,  out  of  a  population 
of  about  00,000,  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  persons  were  imprisoned 
for  debt  from  June  1,  1831,  to  May  10,  1832. 

State  Prison  at  Conecrd. — Governor  Dinsmore  introduced  this  subject, 
also, 'to  the  legislature,  in  his  message,  at  the  last  session.     He  say: 


'*The  State  Prison,  a*  intimately  connected  with  the  administration  of  criminal 
justice,  is  to  be  regarded  as  of  great  importance,  in  reference  to  the  security  of  the 
person*  and  property,  and  to  the  general  morals  of  our  citizens.  I  am  not  inform- 
ed that  any  important  change  is  desirable?  in  the  system  of  discipline  and  general 
management  of  the  institution,  but  there  seems  to  lie  great  unanimity  of  senti- 
ment among  men  whose  practical  acquaintance  with  the  subject  gives  value  to 
their  opinions,  in  favor  of  the  solitary  confinement  of  the  prisoners  by  night,  and 
during  some  of  the  intervals  of  labor.  Free,  unrestricted  communication  with 
each  other  by  night,  is  found  to  be  unfriendly  to  the  moral  improvement  of  the 
convict*,  and  renders  nugatory  all  rttempts  at  reformation  of  character.  The 
novice  in  crime  becomes  familiar  with  the  arts  of  older  offender*,  is  hardened  in 
vici-  by  example  and  encouragement,  and — instead  of  being  found,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  corfinement,  subdued  and  humbled  by  the  shame  of  punish- 
ment, and  penitent  for  his  crimes,  resolved  on  a  reformed  and  better  life — he  issues 
from  the  Prison,  accomplished  in  all  tin*  arts  of  villnny,  rendered  cautious  by 
former  detection,  and  burning  with  resentment  against  what  his  pernicious  coun- 
sellors have  taught  him  to  believe  to  be  the  cruelty  and  injustice  of  the  law  and 
its  ministers.  The  vigilance  of  persons  in  authority,  and  the  persevering  in- 
quiries of  benevolent  individuals  and  associations,  have  detected,  and  their  pub- 
lications have  disclosed  to  the  world,  a  mass  of  facts,  which  demonstrate,  with  but 
too  much  certainty,  the  horrible  dep.avky  which  has  its  birth  in  the  practice  of 
confining  more  than  one  in  the  same  cell. 

•*  If  to  these  considerations  it  be  added,  that  the  security  of  the  prisoners,  under 
the  present  arrangement,  is  not  only  more  expensive  but  less  effectual  than  it 
would  otherwise*  be,  on  account  of  the  unavoidable  opportunities  now  given  for 
dangerous  aud  extensive  combinations,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  a  necessity 
will  be  felt  for  the  early  interposition  of  the  legislature.  The  only  remedy  for 
existing  evils  is,  probably,  to  be  found  either  in  the  construction  of  additional 
buildings,  or  in  such  an  alteration  or  eiilarrjerr.pnt  of  the  present  ones,  as  will 
permit  the  confinement  of  convicts  in  separate  cells.  I  understand  that,  agreeably 
to  a  resolution  which  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  a  plan  and  esti- 
mate of  the  ex  pens"  of  such  alteration  and  enlargement  has  been  procured,  and 
will  in  due  time  be  communicated  to  the  legislature." 

Before* the  legislature  closed  its  session,  provision  was  made  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  building  on  the  genera)  plan  of  the  new  Prison  at 
Charlestowu,  and  $3000  appropriated  for  the  purpose. 

We  close  our  notice  of  the  institution  with  a  letter  from  the  warden 
of  the  Prison,  containing  important  information  obligingly  furnished  to 
the  secretary 
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M  KlEW   1lAMI*HntB  &TATI   Pi! ■OH, 

*       "  Concord,  Jtfsy  15,  1839. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  of  the  12th  inst.  was  last  evening  received,  making  several  i 
quiries  respecting  our  Prison.  These  inquiries  we  are  happy  to  have  an  opport 
nity  to  answer,  it  they  will  be  of  any  service  to  you,  or  the  Society  to  which  f 
belong,  which  has  done  so  much  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  our  bellow  beings 
Prison.  We  will  answer  your  interrogations  in  the  order  in  which  they  I 
proposed— 

^  "  1.  What  is  the  plan  of  the  new  Prison  ? — Ans.  A  building  for  night  eel 
similar  to  the  Charlestown  Prison. 

"  U.  Where  is  it  to  be  planed  ? — Ans.  On  the  north  end  of  the  keeper's  hen 
forming  a  corresponding  wing  with  the  old  Prison. 

"  3.  Of  what  materials  to  be  built  P — Ans.  The  outside  building  of  rough  sj 
granite,  with  the  joints  hammered.  The  interior  building  for  the  cells  to  be  bin 
Die  doors  to  be  wrought  iron,  with  locks  similar  to  those  used  at  Charlestown 

"  4.  Of  what  dimensions  ? — Ans.  The  exterior  building  will  be  one  hundred  \ 
twenty-three  and  one  third  feet  in  length,  thirty-seven  and  one  third  (bet  wic 
wail  two  feet  tluck.  The  interior  will  be.  of  brick,  ninety- one  feet  long,  seven** 
and  ane  third  teet  wide ;  the  centre  wall  between  the  cells  sixteen  inches  thi 
the  remaining  walls  twelve  inches  thick ;  to  contain  one  hundred  and  tweo 
cells,  forty  on  each  floor ;  three  stories  high  ;  the  cells  to  be  seven  feet  by  th 
feet  six  inches,  and  seven  feet  high.  The  doors  to  be  twenty  inches  wide,' plat 
in  the  recess  for  the  doors,  ten  inches  from  the  outside  of  the  wall,  similar  to  ' 
Connecticut  Prison.     The  area  around  the  cells  to  be  eight  feet. 

"  5.  What  is  its  present  state  ? — Ans.  We  have  not  been  able  to  do  much  t 
spring,  in  consequence  of  the  frost  remaining  in  the  foundation  so  late,  which  v 
laid  and  completed  lost  fall.  We  commenced  the  first  of  this  month  with  ab 
twenty  men,  and  are  now  getting  along  well ;  we  shall  probably  get  it  all  up  a 
covered  this  season,  and  ready  to  occupy  in  the  course  of  the  next  summer.  1 
materials  are  all  contracted  for. 

"  C.  What  will  it  probably  cost  ? — Avs.  It  was  estimated  to  cost  between  sei 
and  eight  thousand  dollars  ;  but  we  cannot  as  yet  tell  whether  it  will  exceed 
not,  but  rather  think  it  will  not,  exceed  eight  thousand. 

'•  7.  How  many  prisoners  have  you  ? — Ans.  Eighty-nine. 

"  tf.  Is  the  number  increasing  or  diminishing? — Ans.  On  the  31st  May,  18 
we  had  eighty-two  ;  they  have  since  increased  to  eighty-nine. 

*• !).  What  were  the  receipts  and  expenditure*  for  the  last  year  ? — Ans.  Out  j 
litical  year  ends  with  Uie  present  month  ;  consequently  we'  tire  not  able  to  gi 
you  this  information,  as  we  cannot  know  until  our  books  are  closed  for  the  ye: 
we  will,  however,  Bend  you  the  statement  after  it  is  received  by  the  lc^islati 
in  June. 

<§  10.  How  many  deaths  last  year  ? — Ans.  But  one  death  has  occurred  for  t 
and  a  half  years  lost  post,  and  that  was  of  consumption,  in  January  last. 

"11.  How  many  received  the  present  year? — Ans.  From  31st  May.  ] £31 
twenty. 

'•  l'i.  How  many  discharged  ? — Ana.  Since  31st  May,  1831, — twelve,  three 
pardon  and  nine  by  expiration  of  sentence. 

"  13.  How  many  mules,  and  how  many  females  ?—Ans.  Our  prisoners  are 
males.     We  have  had  no  females  since  lri27. 

"  14.  How  many  blacks,  and  how  many  whites? — Ans  We  have  but  t 
blacks;  one  was  committed  the  present  year. 

"  15.  How  many  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  ? — Ans.  At  this  time,  there  i 
eleven  that  were  under  twenty-one  when  committed ;  three  of  them  commitl 
since  31st  May,  1631. 

"  Should  you  wish  any  further  information  respecting  our  Prison,  we  shall 
happy  at  all  times  to  communicate  it  to  you.  Very  respectfully,  yours. 

"  ABNER  P.  ST1NSON,  Harden: 

Proposed  Asylum   for   Lunatics  in  New  Hampshire. — Goverc 
Dinsmore  says,  in  his  message  to  the  legislature,  June  7,  18*32, — 

"  There  is  another  class  of  sufferers,  far  more  deplorably  afflicted  than  any 
the  present  beneficiaries  of  the  state  to  alleviate  whose  wretchedness  is  an  and 
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akin*  highly  worthy  the  exercise  of  legislative  wisdom.  I  feel  that  no  apology 
iced  oe  made,  in  an  age  so  distinguished  for  its  public  and  private  charities,  tor 
ailing  your  attention  to  a  subject  which  has  so  much  reason  and  humanity  on  its 
ise,  as  a  measure  for  the  security  and  recovery  of  the  hinatio  or  insane.  The 
•fislatuxe  of  this  state  has  never  yet  recogniied  these  unfortunate  beings  as  en- 
vied to  any  special  favor  from  government.  The  period,  indeed,  is  not  very 
■note,  when  the  insane  were  thought  to  be  the  victims  of  an  incurable  and  hope- 
•si  malady ;  and  before  the  establishment  of  suitable  hospitals  and  retreats  for 
heir  reception,  they  might  justly  be  considered  so.  It  is  well  known  how  deli- 
ale  and  difficult  is  the  task,  even  under  the  most  advantageous  circumstances, 
£  «  ministering  to  a  mind  diseased.'  Great  tenderness,  discretion,  temper, 
nwearied  patience,  and  varied  experience  in  mental  affections,  are,  with  other 
(salifications,  indispensable  to  success.  When,  therefore,  the  insane  are  left,  as 
am,  to  the  insufficient  means  and  incompetent  skill  of  relatives  or  friends,  or, 
till  worse,  to  the  negligence  and  indifference  so  often  exhibited  in  the  treatment 
£  patients  of  every  kind  in  town  poor-houses ;  or  when  they  are  subjected,  as  is 
teouently  tho  case,  to  the  privations  and  solitude  of  a  gaol,  where  attention  is 
salted  to  the  mere  personal  security  of  the  individual,  we  need  not  be  surprised 
bit  a  restoration  of  the  mind  to  a  healthy  state  should  so  seldom  happen.  The 
emits  of  experiments  in  other  states  and  other  countries  are,  however,  so  per- 
fectly well  authenticated,  and  so  highly  favorable,  that  no  doubt  can  be  now 
akrtained,  that  lunacy  yields  as  readily  to  skilful  medical  treatment  and  proper 
egunen,  when  combined  with  humane  and  judicious  care  and  attention,  as  most 
■  the  other  diseases  incident  to  mankind.  Reports  frArn  some  of  the  best  con- 
tacted retreats  in  England  and  tho  United  States  show,  that  of  patients  received 
ritbin  three  months  after  the  first  attack,  the  proportion  recovered  is  more  than 
uaety  per  cent  Of  those  admitted  after  three,  and  within  twelve  months  from 
he  commencement  of  the  disease,  the  ratio  of  recoveries  is  as  twenty-five  to 
brty-five ;  and  when  the  disease  is  of  more  than  two  years  standing,  the  average 
£  cures  is  somewhat  less  than  thirty  per  cent.  These  statements  establish  the 
tnportance  of  having,  in  some  convenient  part  of  the  state,  a  place  where  pa- 
ients  of  this  description  can  be  received  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  after  the 
wunencement  of  the  disease,  and  before  improper  management  shall  have  ag- 
gravated its  character,  and  lessened  the  chances  of  cure.  The  slight  aberrations 
if  a  fine  understanding  are.  without  doubt,  often  exasperated,  by  injudicious 
natmeat,  into  the  worst  form  of  confirmed  lunacy. 

"  1  would  not  unnecessarily  impute  blame  to  any,  because  the  insane  are  not 
tow  better  managed  ;  yet  there  may  be  some  reason  to  fear,  that  a  true  disclosure 
£  their  condition  would  exhibit  instances  of  suffering  from  intentional  unkind- 
wta  and  neglect,  that  would  surprise  and  shock  every  friend  of  humanity. 
Without,  however,  insisting  upon  what  is  rather  suspected  than  known  to  be  true, 
lis  enough  for  our  purpose  to  be  assured,  as  we  are  by  the  testimony  of  all  ac- 
arate  observers,  that  the  consequences  resulting  from  the  misconception  of  the 
lature  of  the  disease,  and  ignorance  of  the  proper  mode  of  treating  it,  are  scarcely 
ssi  deplorable  than  the  effect*  of  the  most  criminal  misconduct,  and  that  these 
vils  must  continue  to  be  experienced  so  long  as  the  insane  ore  abandoned  to  the 
ire  of  uninstructed  or  irresponsible  individuals. 

11  The  want  of  more  suitable  places  for  their  reception,  has  made  it  frequently 
ecessary  for  the  public  safety,  to  imprison  the  insane,  like  criminals,  in  the  com- 
lon  county  gaols.  I  am  sure  it  needs  no  argument  to  convince  you,  how  entirely 
astutable  and  undeserved  is  this  species  of  confinement.  The  public  may,  in- 
?ed,  in  this  way,  be  secured  from  danger,  but  the  protection  is  generally  purchased 
f  the  sacrifice  of  the  miserable  victim.  The  moment  the  doors  of  the  prison  are 
esed  upon  him,  all  hope  of  his  recovery  may  be  considered  as  destroyed.  Is  it 
at,  or  merciful,  to  treat  thus  those  whom  law  and  reason  pronounce  to  be  in- 
ipaUe  of  wrong  ? 

"  The  first  step  to  be  taken,  preparatory  to  the  establishment  of  a  State  Lunatic 
ospital,  and  what  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  for  your  consideration,  is  the 
ttitution  of  an  inquiry,  to  be  made  in  such  manner  as  you  in  your  wisdom  may 
ink  proper,  to  ascertain,  with  as  much  exactness  as  practicable,  the  whole  num- 
r  of  insane  within  the  state,  distinguishing  paupers  from  others ;  the  number 
at  have  been  committed  to  gaol  within  a  given  time  by  authority  of  court,  or  by 
eir  friends  or  others  without  tho  order  or  sanction  of  judicial  proceedings,  and 
b  length  of  their  respective  terms  of  confinement  i  and  to  aa&ctXa&TV  ixl  \&a 
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manner,  the  actual  or  probable  amount  of  coats  of  courts  and  gaolers'  fees,  and 
expenses  of  their  support  and  maintenance  in  cases  of  commitment.  It  womM 
also  be  desirable  to  have  as  minute  information  with  respect  to  the  present  condi- 
tion and  treatment  of  the  insane  generally,  and  the  extraordinary  charges  for 
taking  care  of  them,  as  can  be  obtained  without  an  improper  violation  of  the  right* 
Of  domestic  privacy. 

"  Should  the  inanity  be  faithfully  made,  it  is  believed  that  these  nnfortomt* 
persons  would  be  round  to  be  so  numerous,  and  their  sufferings  in  the  aggregate 
so  great,  as  to  persuade  every  considerate  friend  of  his  species  that  sotnetlunt; 
should  be  done  for  their  relief.  They  can  look  for  help  only  to  those,  wboje 
official  stations  give  them  the  means,  as  they  impose  the  duty,  of  watching  out 
and  promoting  the  happiness  of  all." 

VERMONT. 

State  Prison  at  Windsor. — The  new  Prison,  containing  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  solitary  cells,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  at  CharJe* 
town  and  Wet  hers  field,  was  finished  and  occupied  during  the  last  year. 
The  effect  of  this  change  is  stated,  in  a  letter  dated  October  14,  to  be 
quite  satisfactory  to  all. 

The  legislature  of  Vermont,  at  the  last  session,  provided  by  law  u 
additional  compensation  for  a  chaplain ;  so  that  the  state  now  pays 
three  hundred  dollars  per  annum  for  this  service,  and  a  chaplain  has 
been  appointed  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — The  law  of  March  19,  1831,  exempting  iH 
persons  from  imprisonment  for  sums  less  than  ten  dollars,* — if  the  debt 
was  contracted  subsequently  to  July  1,  1831, — and  exempting  female* 
from  imprisonment  for  debt  for  all  sums,  has  had  the  effect  already,  ia 
Boston,  as  proved  by  the  records  of  the  Prison,  to  save  from  imprison- 
ment about  three  hundred  persons. 
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Making  a  difference  of     2G2      in  11  months. 

As  about  one  third  of  all  the  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  Massa- 
chusetts, are  imprisoned  in  Boston,  it  is  reasonable  to  infer,  that  the 
law  of  March  H),  1831,  saved  from  imprisonment,  in  the  whole  state* 
in  the  period  above-mentioned,  about  seven  hundred  persons. 

*  By  ji  former  law,  all  persons  were  exempted  for  rams  less  than  fim  doHan. 
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On  the  subject  of  a  further  amelioration  of  the  laws  touching  the 
Nation  of  debtor  and  creditor,  the  governor  says,  in  his  last  message 
►  the  legislature, — 

"  A  Report  on  the  subject  of  Insolvency  and .  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  with  a 
Ul  for  toe  relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors,  and  the  more  equal  distribution  of  their 
fects,  prepared  by  an  able  and  learned  commission  instituted  under  the  authority 
'  the  government,  were  laid  before  the  legislature  of  the  last  political  year, 
base  documents  were  published  and  distributed  among  the  members,  and  proba- 
V  came  within  the  observation  of  most  of  those  whom  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
Ureas.  Owing  to  the  short  continuance  of  the  session,  no  legislative  action  was 
►en  had  upon  them.  The  original  papers,  doubtless,  remain  on  the  files  of  the 
feneral  Court,  and  I  beg  to  be  indulged  in  calling  them,  and  the  interesting  suh- 
cta  which  they  respect,  to  your  present  attention.  It  must  surely  be  cause  for 
?ep  regret,  that,  while  the  claims  of  a  class  of  unfortunate  and  distressed  fellow 
tisens  to  our  strongest  sympathies,  have  so  long  and  justly  been  recognized,  no 
leisure  of  adequate  relief  has  been  applied  to  their  condition.  The  laws  ox  an 
irlier  and  harsher  age,  in  unmitigated  severity,  still  press  upon  them ;  and  credit- 
rs,  yet  harder  than  the  laws,  hold  them  in  fear  of  perpetual  bondage.  The 
usfbrtunes  of  men  are  ofttiracs  as  far  beyond  the  ken  of  human  foresight,  and 
ithout  their  control,  as  ore  the  convulsions  of  nature.  The  elements,  disease, 
dse  trust  in  friends,  public  calamities,  overwhelm  with  sudden  ruin,  and  leave 
tm  the  wreck  of  substance  no  prospect  but  hopeless  inability,  and  the  law's  poor 
lercy  for  unperformed  engagements.  Thousands  there  are  lost  to  their  families 
ad  to  the  community,  through  oeril  of  the  infliction  of  punishment  for  poverty, 
iio,  could  they  have  been  discharged  in  the  adverse  times  which  befell  them, 
tarting  with  new  enterprise  in  these  days  of  success  and  general  prosperity, 
ould  have  been  restored  to  the  enjoyment  of  competency  ana  the  usefulness  or 
aluable  members  of  society.  It  is  this  liability  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  which 
rags  the  sinking  man  to  the  bottom,  and  horns  him  with  a  mill-stone's  weight 
x>m  rising.  Refinement  of  sentiment,  humanity,  and  public  policy  alike  demand, 
lat  Uu*  stem  feature  of  an  ancient  code  should  be  relaxed.  It  reproaches  the 
irisprudence  of  modern  times,  casting  the  dark  shadows  of  a  barbarous  age, 
rhen  the  living  flesh  and  blood  were  sold  to  servitude  for  tho  dues  of  money, 
rev  the  noonday  influences  of  Christian  philanthropy." 

Notwithstanding  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  and  the  message 
f  the  governor,  nothing  was  done  by  the  legislature. 

State  Prison  at  Charkstown. — The  pleasantest  thing  about  this  in- 
Utuiion  is  the  great  diminution  in  the  number  of  convicts.  In  the 
ears  1816,  17,  and  18;  the  number  of  persons  committed  to  this 
tison  varied  from  one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
re  ;  in  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1831,  the  number  was  seventy-one, — 
sss  than  was  received,  with  one  exception,  in  any  year  from  1807  to 
827.  One  year  since,  the  number  of  persons  confined  in  the  Prison 
xceeded  three  hundred;  it  is  now,  May  21,  two  hundred  and  twenty* 
ye.  The  average  number  committed  to  Prison  annually  for  ten  years, 
-orn  1815  to  1826,  was  ninety-eight,  which  is  twenty-seven  more  than 
ie  number  for  the  last  year. 

The  causes  of  th:s  diminution  in  the  number  are  several,  which,  we 
uidly  hope,  will  be  permanent  causes  of  similar  results  in  future 
ears : — 

1.  The  Temperance  Reformation; 

2.  The  system  of  Sabbath  school  instruction,  which  has  been  in 
iperation  in  Boston  since  1815,  and  soon  after  in  the  state  at  large ; 

3.  The  House  of  Reformation  for  Juvenile  Delinquent* ; 

4.  The  Reform  iu  Prison  Discipline ; 

In  a  word,  combined  and  systematic  benevolent  aetioou 
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Let  all  good  citizens,  then,  continue  to  combine  their  exertions  is 
favor  of  these  objects  of  benevolence,  and  thus  help  to  diminish  the 
number  of  State  Prison  convicts. 

Another  very  pleasant  circumstance,  in  regard  to  the  Prison  at 
Charlestown,  is*  the  increasing  interest  of  the  Sabbath  school  within 
the  walls.  Probably  not  less  than  five  hundred  of  the  most  moral  and 
respectable  citizens  of  Boston,  Charlestown  and  Cambridge  have  been 
teachers  in  this  Sabbath  school  within  the  last  year.  The  effect  of  tab 
operation  is  to  engage  the  sympathies,  prayers  and  hopes  of  a  large 
part  of  tho  community  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Prison,  in  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  the  prisoners,  for  time  and  eternity,  in  a  man- 
ner nnthought  of  before,  and  which,  a  few  years  ago,  seemed  as  much 
impossible,  as  to  remove  a  mountain  into  the  midst  of  the  sea.  A  good 
Christian  in  Boston,  two  years  since,  would  smile  sagaciously  with  an- 
belief,  if  you  asked  him  to  pray  for  convicts ;  but  now  he  may  be  seen 
pleading  earnestly  with  others  to  pray  in  faith  on  this  subject. 

The  convicts,  too,  felt  that  the  community  was  at  war  with  them;  and 
they,  perhaps  innocently  in  their  own  view, — which  is  not  strange  ai 
human  nature  is, — prided  themselves  in  being  obstinate  and  success- 
ful enemies.  But  how  changed  ?  Sabbath  after  Sabbath,  without  any  con- 
siderable variation,  in  consequence  of  cold,  or  rain,  or  heat,  twenty-foe, 
thirty  and  forty  gentlemen,  and  this  alternately,  so  as  to  make  the  whole 
number  probably  not  less  than  five  hundred,  are  found  regularly  at  their 
posts,  at  half  past  ten  o'clock,  on  Sabbath  morning,  in  the  State  Prison 
Sabbath  school.  Here  is  no  controversy  except  of  good-will.  Lore 
begets  love.  The  kind  and  heartfelt  regard  manifested  by  this  opera 
tion  is  reciprocated.  The  convicts  feel  that  they  have  sincere  friendi, 
and  many  of  them  appear  indisposed  to  return  evil  for  good,  and  In 
cherish  malignant  feelings  towards  their  Sabbath  school  teachers.  It 
is  a  relation  out  of  which  are  continually  springing  up  beautiful  plana) 
of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord  hath  planted. 

Another  pleasant  circumstance,  and  almost  the  ouly  one  m  regard 
to.  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  congratulate  the  friends  of  this  in- 
stitution for  two  or  three  years  past,  is  this :  "  If  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting the  prisoners  to  the  Prison  from  the  different  counties,  and  the 
clothes  and  money  which  were  given  to  them  on  their  discharge,  be 
deducted,  the  prison  more  than  supported  itself  during  the  last  year; 
and,  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year,  is  believed  by  the  ex- 
ecutive to  be  doing  better  still. 

There  is  still  another  circumstance  of  congratulation :  the  govern- 
ment has,  by  law,  provided  for  the  whole  support  of  the  chaplain. 

Import  a -m  information,  and  strong,  concurrent  and  delightful  testi- 
mony concerning  the  character  of  this  Prison,  will  now  be  given  ;  con- 
sisting of  extracts  from  the  reports  of  the  inspectors,  warden,  chap- 
lain and  physician  of  the  Prison  to  the  executive,  and  from  the  net- 
sage  of  the  governor  to  the  legislature. 

Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors. 
"  To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  the  Honorable  Council. 

«  The  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison  respectfully  submit  the  fbUowuur  Report 
lor  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1831. 
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u  It  is  not  yet  four  years  since  the  passing  of  the  law,  providing  for  the. present 
rganization  of  the  Prison,  and  not  quite  two  years  since  the  completion  of  the 
ew  building  enabled  the  government  to  carry  into  foil  operation  the  system  con- 
;mplated  by  that  law.  Lven  in  this  short  period,  the  success  of  the  system  is 
by  ions  to  tlie  most  careless  observer,  and  is  more  and  more  conspicuous  as  the 
istitutlon  is  more  closely*  scrutinized.  The  nature  and  extent  of  the  improve-. 
lent  can  be  realized  onlv  by  comparing  the  former  with  the  actual  condition  of 
be  Prison.  Formerly,  the  facilities  for  the  intercourse  of  the  convicts  with  each 
the*,  and  eveu  with  strangers,  tlieir  control  of  the  money  allowed  them  under 
p*e  name  of  over-stint,  and,  above  oil,  the  confinement  of  several  in' the  same  cell, 
Without  superintendence  during  the  night,  gave  them  means  and  opportunities 
tr  corrupting  each  other,  for  evading  the  regulations  and  defeating  the  objects  of 
Is?  Prisou,  and  for  endangering  the  public  peace.  They  were  constantly  engaged 
i^nlots,  n.)t  only  for  their  own  escape,  but  for  the  perpetration  of  felonies  by  as- 
qciates  without  the  wails,  or  by  thuse  of  their  own  number  who  were  about  to 
e  liberated ;  bo  that  many  of  the  most  flagitious  crimes  committed  in  this  vicin- 
y?  were  contrived  01  suggested  within  the  Prison  itself;  and  it  was  by  no  means 
acorn  rnon,  immediately  after  the  discharge  of  a  convict,  to  hear  of  some  new 
trocity  in  the  neighborhood. 

44  The  recent  and  not  yet  hardened  criminal,  being  here  exposed,  to  the  steady 
lfluence  of  the  worst  intercourse  and  the  worst  example,  and  far  removed  from 
very  moral  restraint,  soon  became  familiar  with  every  specie?  of  guilt,  reckless 
f  punishment,  and  the  Blave  of  vices  which  at  once  brutalized  his*  intellect  and 
rostrated  his  strength,  till  all  were  brought  down  nearly  to  a  level  with  the  most 
Sxindoned.  At  the  same  time,  their  various  offences  exposed  them  to  frequent 
tmishment,  and  kept  them  in  perpetual  apprehension  of  being  detected  by  some 
(Beer,  or  betrayed  by  some  companion.  Devoted  to  such  pursuits,  and  absorbed 
p  such  feelings,  they  seemed  to  regard'  themselves  as  the  irreconcilable  enemies 
(  society,  and  became  entirely  inaccessible  to  all  human  sympathy,  and  to  all 
torsi  ox  religious  impressions.  Obduracy  was  to  them  manliness,  and  every  thing 
ke  compunction  was  a  subject  of  ridicule.  This  state  of  things  was  not  peculiar 
>  our  own  Prison ;  it  belongs  to  all  which  are  conducted  on  the  same  principles 
fi  which  that  was  then  regulated— to  all  in  which  the  control  of  money,  a  ready 
Hitmunication  by  day  with  each  other,  and  unrestrained  intercourse  with  several 
f  their  companions  by  night,  are  allowed  to  persons  guilty  of  every  crime  not 
taita). 

■  **  On  the  other  hand,  by  the  system  now  in  operation  here,  the  convicts  are 
sscloded  from  all  intercourse  with  each  other  or  with  strangers,  and  are  confined 
icb  in  his  solitary  cell  at  night.  They  not  only  receive  no  pay  for  their  labor, 
it  are  not  permitted  to  have  any  property  whatever  in  tlieir  possession,  excepting 
[£  articles  of  necessity  furnished  them  by  the  Prison,  and  are  so  strictly  disci- 
ftsed  end  secured,  that  these  regulations  are  effectually  enforced,  and  thus  the 
oral  eriki  existing  under  the  former  system  are  rendered  impossible.  It  must 
i  added,  that  the  moral  and  religious  instructions  of  the  chaplain,  given  on  all 
t  occasions,  and  especially  in  the  Sunday  school  under  his  charge,  form  an  im- 
ntsitt  auxiliary  to  the  discipline  of  the  Prison. 

"  Though  the  present  system  has  been  in  operation  so  short  a  time,  and  so  many 
ill  remain  who  were  educated  under  the  former,  its  results  are  conspicuous 
i  the  whole  demeanor,  the  habits,  and  the  health  of  the  convicts.  They  are 
>edient  and  respectful  to  their  officers,  are  more  cleanly,  industrious  and  con- 
ttted,  sensible  to  kindness,  accessible  to  feelings  of  compunction,  and  easily  in-, 
need  to  express  resolutions  of  amendment.  How  far  such  resolutions  will  in 
snerml  be  adhered  to,  and  the  temptations  which  they  may  meet  in  society,  after 
Heir,  discharge,  be  resisted,  can  be  determined  only  by  long  experience  and  close 
fescrration. 

a  We  hope  much,  and  we  expect  not  a  little.  This  one  thing  ice  knotty  that, 
vhaterer  may  be  the  influence  of  this  institution,  as  a  school  of  reform,  it  has 
ceased  to  be  the  school  of  depravity.  The  warden  states,  that,  of  the  ninety- 
ftven  who  have  been  discharged  the  last  year,  only  six  are  known  by  him  to  have 
committed  any  new  offence  ;  a  statement  which  would  have  been  altogether  in- 
eredible  under  the  old  system,  though  less  pains  were  taken  then  than  now,  to 
bice  the  history  and  movements  or  those  who  had  left  the  Prison/' 

"  The  appointment  by  the  French  government,  of  commissioners  to  visit  the 
United  States,  and  inquire  into  our  systems  of  Prison  discipline,  and  the  princi 
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pies  and  administration  of  our  penal  lawa,  is  a  credit  to  that  nation,  and  a  co»> 
pliment  to  this ;  and  the  duty  has  been  confided  to  gentlemen  who  seem  evert 
way  qualified  to  discharge  it  in  a  manner  highly  honorable  to  themselves  and  «• 
ful  to  their  country.  They  have  recently  made  repeated  visits  to  this  Prison,  oJ 
its  officers  have  taken  pleasure  in  giving  them  every  aid  and  information  in  the* 
power. 

"  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  the  inspectors  to  express  their  entire  smtisftctiaa 
with  the  conduct  of  all  the  present  officers  of  the  Prison ;  though  their  testimony 
•an  hardly  be  necessary  to  the  merit  of  the  physician,  of  the  chaplain,  and  ts* 
pecially  of  the  warden,  who  have  performed  their  respective  duties  with  a  seal, 
ability,  harmony,  and  discretion,  or  which  the  prosperity  of  the  institution  is  tht 
best  proof  and  the  best  reward. 

F.  C.  GRAY, 
S.  LELAND, 

"  State  Prison,  Sept.  30, 1831.  CHARLES  WELLS, 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Warden. 

"  To  His  Excellency  Levi  Lincoln,  and  The  Honorable  Council  of  the  Cb»   j 

monwealth.  | 

"  The  Warden  of  the  State  Prison  has  the  honor  to  present,  on  the  close  of  tsf    , 
year,  a  "  Statement  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Prison,"  as  required  by  law,  and  till 
leave  to  report  as  follows : — 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  October  1st,  1830,  was 390 

Number  received  during  the  last  year, 71    : 


Discharged  during  the  year,  on  expiration  of  sentence, 65 

Sentences  remitted, 12 

Died,  7;  Escaped,  none, 7 

Detained  by  court, 1 — 105 


;> 


Jlges  of  those  remaining,  viz  :  f 

16  to  20  years,  18;  20  to  25  years,  45;  25  to  30  years,  55 ;  30  to  35  rem,  j 
45;  35  to  40  years,  31;  40  to  45  years,  31;  45  to  50  years,  12;  50  to55je«,  <! 
7;   56  to  60  years,  5;  60  to  65  years,  4;  65  to  70  years,  3 ;— Making  956. 

Terms  of  Sentences  of  those  remaining.  \ 

For  1  year,  31 ;  for  1  &  year,  13 ;  for  1|  year,  2 ;  for  2  years,  51 ;  for  $ 
years,  5;  for  3  years,  28 ;  for  3A  years,  1 ;  for  4  years,  15;  for  5  yean,  23; 
lor  5i  years,  1;  for  6  vears,  7;  for  7  years,  II);  for  8  years,  4;  for  lOyptii, 
10;  Tor  12  years,  2;  for  14  years,  2;  for  15  years,  1;  for  17  years,  1;  for 
life,  40 ;— Making  256. 

States  and  Countries  to  which  belonging. 

Maine, 15  England, 9 

Massachusetts 124  Holland, * 

New  York, 10  France, 2 

New  Hampshire, 17  Ireland, SO 

Vermont, 6  British  Colonies, 7 

New  Jersey, 1  Scotland, 4 

Maryland, „.  6  Naples, 

Pennsylvania, 7  Spain, 

Connecticut, 10  St.  Domingo, • 

Virginia, 1  Brazil, 

South  Carolina, 2  Africa, , 

Rh0deI*Und J  IMfM ...« 

qq7       Americans, Iv7 
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Crimes  of  those  remaining. 

• 184  Attempt  to  rape, 7 

, 15  Assault  with  intent  to  murder, T 

citing, 18  Felonious  assault, 5 

8  Manslaughter, 2 

3  Robbery, 1 

', 1  Adultery, 9 

lenience  commuted, 2 


Employment. 

rting, 86  Tailors, 10 

implements, 3  Cooks, • 5 

cere, 15  Cabinet-makers, 41 

ters, 5  Bakers, 1 

, 4  Breaking  stone  for  Macadamizing, . .  3 

2  Porters — New  Prison  and  yard, 3 

18  Attendant  in  chapel,  and  messenger,  1 

Lkere, 10  Blacksmiths, SO 

iths,    7  Patients  in  hospital, 4 

ting  stone, 12  Carpenter  and  nouse-waiters, 3 

y  in  hospital, 2 

1 


e  convicts  remaining,  38  are  Negroes  and  Mulattoes,  and  3  are  Indians ; 
afined  on  second  commitments ;  21  on  third  commitments ;  2  on  fourth, 
fifth  commitments.  Of  the  71  committed  during  the  last  year,  61  were 
ly,  2  for  burglary,  4  for  counterfeiting,  1  for  robbery,  1  for  attempt  to 
r  assault,  and  1  for  forgery. 

events  of  the  last  year  nave  not  been  important.  The  system  of  disci- 
police  has  been  further  tested,  and  found  adequate  to  its  objects.  The 
ited  in  the  hands  of  the  warden  by  law,  cautiously  exercised,  has  been 
laJ  to  the  enforcement  of  order  and  obedience,  with  few  resorts  to  coer- 
tures. 

aJutary  restraint  and  compulsion  to  labor  of  such  men  as  are  sentenced  to 
?ntiary,  necessarily  demands  the  application  of  occasional  punishments, 
nishments  must  be  either  internal,  oy  starvation,  or  external,  by  eorpo- 
tion  of  stripes.  The  latter  of  these  modes  has  been  adopted  in  this 
.  being  less  cruel  and  injurious  to  the  healtfy  of  the  offender,  producing 
ompt  and  cheerful  obedience,  and  preserving  his  labor  for  the  benefit  of 
ad  the  community ;  but  neither  of  these  mooes  have  been  resorted  to, 
mind  of  the  offender  could  be  reached,  and  properly  affected  by  argu- 
dmonition." 

trarden  cannot,  in  justice  to  his  own  feelings,  close  this  report,  without 
acknowledging  the  judicious  counsel  and  ready  support  of  the  mem- 
e  board  of  inspectors,  the  humanity  and  ability  of  tne  physician,  and 
cially  the  assiduous  labors  and  pious  zeal  of  the  reverend  chaplain, 
l  his  teaching  and  in  the  great  utility  and  moral  effect  of  the  Sunday 
dor  hit*  direction,  as  well  as  for  the  interesting  accumulation  of  facts 
has  obtained  in  regard  to  the  early  history  and  habits  of  the  convicts, 
i  it  is  hoped  lie  will  communicate  in  his  report  Nor  is  the  unwearied 
and  industry  of  the  deputy  and  all  the  officers  connected  at  the  present 
i  the  institution,  less  worthy   of  the  thanks  and  approbation  of  the 

ietailed  accounts  of  the  institution  will  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  de- 
os  required  by  law.  The  following  account  of  income  and  disburse- 
awing  that,  under  all  Ihe  disadvantages  stated  above,  the  earnings  of  the 
lave  met  the  expenses  within  the  sum  of  477  dollars  -j^rV,  is  respectfully 
>  as  exhibiting  the  financial  results  of  the  year. 
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Dr.       Dubursmunts  and  Ineonufor  mu  Fear,  mtdmg  SefUmhcr  30, 1831.     Gk. 


To  cash  paid  for  provision*, 7,276  17 

To  cash  paid  for  clothing 3,160  86 

To  cash  paid  for  hospital  expenses,  .  20  90 
To  cash  paid  for  fuel  and  general  ex- 
penses, including  various  repairs, 

fcc 9,359  90 

To  cash  paid  for  officers'  salaries, .  .  11,975  00 

To  eash  paid  to  prisoners  discharged.  387  08 
To  cash  paid  for  transportation  or 

convicts. 977  98 

To  depreciation  of  stock  by  decay, 

Ac, 895  97 

986,49186 


By  profit*  of  stone  department,  .  .  .  \%JHk  SI 

By  profits  of  labor  department,  .  .  .  4J011 II 

By  fees  of  admittance, OH  tt 

By  profits  of  coopering  department..  1£MB 
By  fixture*  and  tools,  #56  i  rents,  #10,      Offi 

By  sales  of  merchandise, 97 II 

By  balance  of  profit  and  loss,  ....  •  K 
By  balance,  being  excess  of  expenses 

over  incosse  for  the  year, #77  * 


"  All  of  which  is  submitted  with  the  most  profound  respect. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  AUSTIN,  Wmrim. 

"  Massachusetts  State  Prison,  Oct.  14, 1831." 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Chaplain. 

"  To  His  Exeellency  Levi  Liitcoln,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massv 

chusetts,  and  the  Honorable  Council. 

"  The  Chaplain  of  the  State  Prison  begs  leave  most  respectfully  to  submit  the 
following  remarks,  touching  tho  department  in  which  he  is  called  to  labor  in  this 
institution. 

"  Since  the  completion  of  the  new  Prison,  and  the  introduction  of  the  present 
well  defined  and  salutary  system  of  discipline,  so  uniform  has  been  the  course  of 
business  and  events  from  month  to  month,  and  so  little  has  transpired  to  excite 
particular  attention,  that  scarcely  any  thing  remains  to  be  said,  in  addition  to  the 
remarks  which  he  had  the  honor  to  submit  in  his  last  annual  Report.  A  repetition 
of  these,  on  this  occasion,  can  hardly  be  thought  necessary.  He,  however,  has 
the  happiness  to  say,  that,  during  the  year  which  is  now  past,  he  feels  confident 
that  there  has  been  a  gradual  and  constant  improvement  of  feeling  in  the  mind* 
of  much  the  greater  portion  of  the  convicts.  With  few  exceptions,  they  hate 
been  quiet,  orderly,  submissive  and  industrious ;  and  it  is  moreover  true,  that 
there  has  been  manifested  a  deeper  and  more  fixed  attention,  during  the  various 
religious  services  which  are  performed  in  the  institution ,  and  private  instruction 
and  advice  more  generally  sought,  and  with  deeper  interest  and  emotion  listened 
to,  than  at  any  former  period,  since  his  residence  in  it. 

"  In  addition  to  these  remarks,  it  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  be  able  to  mr, 
that  the  minds  of  a  considerable  number  of  the  convicts  have  been  much  more 
than  ordinarily  affected  by  divine  truth ;  have  been  unusually  serious  and  atten- 
tive to  moral  and  religious  instruction,  and  desirous  to  be  taught  the  way  of  b> 
and  salvation.  Numbers,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  have  been  brought  heartily  and 
truly  to  repent  of  their  sins,  both  of  heart  and  of  life  ;  and  to  consecrate  them- 
selves to  a  far  different  life,  and  to  the  service  of  a  far  different  master.  It  it 
obvious,  that,  in  judging  of  the  penitence  and  reformation  of  persons  circum- 
stanced as  they  are,  great  caution  and  circumcpection  are  to  be  exercised.  This, 
it  is  believed,  has  been  done ; — and,  after  all  due  allowance,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved there  are  numbers,  who  will  prove,  *  by  their  fruit,'  that  the  *  tree  ha* 
been  made  'good;'  and  who  will  not  disappoint  the  hopes  and  expectation* 
which  have  been  cherished  in  regard  to  them.  The  feelings  and  impressions  of 
others  will,  doubtless,  be  '  like  the  morning  cloud  and  the  early  dew,*  passing 
quickly  away. 

"The  Sabbath  school,  during  the  past  year,  has  fully  answered  our  best  antici- 
pation. Its  number  has  been  increased,  from  about  sixty,  to  somewhat  more  tfcan 
one  hundred.  This  school  has  been  instructed  by  pious  and  competent  teacher* 
from  without,  who.  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  volunteer  their  services  for  the  be- 
nevolent object  or  instructing,  in  the  duties  they  owe  to  God,  to  their  fells* 
creatures,  and  themselves,  this  degraded  and  unhappy  class  of  our  fellow  men. 
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"  The  average  number  of  teachers  it  about  twenty-five.  They  have  uniformly 
expressed  mat  satisfaction  in  their  work,  and  hare  manifestly  been  actuated  by  a 
spirit  which  could  not  fail  to  be  happy  in  its  results. 

■•  The  chaplain  fools  his  great  indebtedness  to  these  Christian  friends  for  their 
benevolent  services  in  this  department  of  labor ;  und  doubts  not,  that  much  of  the 
good  which  has  resulted  to  the  institution  from  moral  and  religious  instruction,  is 
to  be  ascribed,  under  a  merciful  Providence,  to  their  instrumentality." 

"  Some  results,  obtained  from  inquiries  lately  made  of  the  convicts,  may  not 
be  wholly  out  of  place  in  such  a  report.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  the  truth 
huk,  in  all  cases,  been  obtained  in  the  answers  given  to  the  various  interrogatories 
which  have  been  put;  though  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that,  on  most  of  the  subjects 
of  inquiry,  true  answers  were  given.  There  is  little  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the 
writer,  that  on  tin?  subject  of  ihUniprrtince*  the  truth  was  often  kept  back.  In  some 
rase*,  he  has  the  means  of  knowing  that  it  was.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing 
for  those  who  are  almost  constantly  tinder  the  excitement  of  ardent  spirits,  to 
deny  that  they  arc  intemperate*  unless  they  drink  themselves  actually  drunk,  so  as 
to  l:;se  all  consciousness,  and  to  become  utterly  incapable  of  helping  themselves. 
Thru  they  have  drinked  too  muck.  From  much  und  careful  examination,  as  it  re- 
gards the  connection  of  intemperance  and  crime,  the  writer  is  satisfied  that  at 
least  three  fourths  of  all  the  tenants  of  our  State  Prisons  are  the  victims  of  intem- 
prratf  drinking.  -  How  cheerfully  and  promptly,  then,  should  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance be  espoused,  and.  by  everv  practicable  means,  be  patronized  and  sustained 
by  every  lover  of  virtue  and  his  country  ! 

u  The  results  referred  to  above  nro  as  follows  :— 

Did  not  know  the  alphabet  when  they  came  to  Prison, 20 

Could  read  only  in  easy  lessons  for  children, 21 

Could  not  write, 1 64 

Hod  been  accustomed,  though  not  in  general,  intemperately  to  the  use  of  ar- 
dent spirit,  before  the  age  of  10  years. 127 

Acknowledged  that  intemperance  led  them  to  crime, 156 

Addicted  to  intemperate  habits  when  they  came  to  Prison, 167 

Whose  parents,  one  or  both,  were  intemperate, 50 

Guilty  of  theft  (mostly  of  a  petty  nature,  such  as  stealing  fruit  and  the  like) 

before  th<i  age  of  J  0  years 45 

Brought  up  without  any  regular  trade  or  employment, 82 

Left  parents  before  the  age  of  21  years,  without  their  approbation  or  consent,.  08 
Many  otliers.  who  had  been  apprenticed  by  their  parents  or  guardians,  did  not 
complete  the  terms  of  their  apprenticeship,  but  ran  away,  and  thus  fell  into 
crime. 
Had,  before  coming  to  prison,  lived  iu  the  habitual  neglect  and  violation  of  the 
Sabbath, 182 

Whole  namber  of  convicts  questioned,  and  from  whom  the  foregoing  results 

were  obtained, 256 

Of  this  number,  there  were  convicted  in  Boston, 1 12 

Number  of  colored  persons,  including  Indians 48 

Of  these  a  much  larger  proportion  are  found  without  education,  than  any 
other  class  of  convicts. 

Number  of  those  born  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 48 

These,  us  a  class,  much  more  poorly  educated  than  those  born  within  the 
United  States. 

"  Whrn  the  institution  is  compared  with  what  it  teas  but  a  few  years  past,  we 
have  abundant  occasion  to  say, '  The  I»rd  hath  done  great  tilings  for  us,  where- 
of we  sire  glad.'  To  his  merciful  core  let  it  ever  be  committed,  and  may  hi* 
smiles  ever  be  supplicated  and  enjoyed. 


(Signed)  JARED  CURTIS, 

Chaplain  Mass.  Stale  Prison 
"Chaklebtowh,  Oct.  14, 1831." 
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Physician's  Report. 

"  To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  the  Honorable  Counsellor!  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts. 

"  The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  tlie  hospital  of  this  institution,  during 
the  year  ending  September  30th,  is  107 ;  the  aggregate  number  of  days'  residence 
in  the  hospital  is  lti75.    The  clerk's  account  will  show  the  gross  expenses  of  this 
department  to  be  $22!)  50.    If,  from  this  sum,  be  deducted  $131  25,  being  the 
value  of  1875  rations,  at  7  cents  per  ration,  which  would  have  been  served  to  the 
convicts,  had  they  not  been  in  the  hospital,  we  shall  have  $1)8  25,  as  the  net  ex- 
pense of  this  department  for  the  current  year.     The  annexed  scliedule  will  show 
that  seven  patients  have  died  during  the  year.     Of  this  number,  one  died  vi 
mania,  originating  in  organic  disease  of  the  brain,  of  long  standing.     Two  died 
of  venereal  complaints,  and  the  baneful  effects  of  mercurial  medicines  uitskimil- 
ly  administered  before  their  admission  to  tikis  Prison,  and  four  died  of  pulmonary 
consumption.     This,  though  a  disease  of  frequent  occurrence,  does  not  appear  to 
originate  in  any  employment  or  privation  to  which  the  convicts  are  subjected,  but 
to  organic  lesions,  induced  by  vicious  habits  and  exposures  previous  to  their  ad- 
mission.    Acute  diseases  occur  lets  frequently  than  elsewhere,  and  have,  as  ret 
been  treated  with  uniform  success.    Relapses  of  fever,  and  other  acute  diseases, 
are  not  known  in  this  place.    The  solution  of  this  interesting  and  curious  fact  if 
to  be  found,  I  apprehend,  in  the  following  considerations :— -First,     an  early  ap- 
plication for  relief,  on  the  part  of  the  sick ; — Secondly,  thnt  the   hospital  of 
this  institution  affords  the  sick  all  the  rest,  nursing  and 'medicine  their  several 
cases   require,  while  it  effectually  protects  them  from  the  excitement  of  seeing 
visiters  and  over-anxious  friends,  from  the  interference  of  busy -bodies,  with  their 
harmless  and  infallible  remedies,  and  from  the  too  early  indulgence  in  food  and 
exercise  during  convalescence. 

"  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  add,  that  the  convicts  intrusted  with  the  care  of  the 
hospital  have  been  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  them— that 
order  and  decorum  have  been  maintained — and  that  the  sick  have  been  treated 
with  attention  and  kindness. 

I  am.  gentlemen, 

Most  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  J.  WALKER, 

Physician  Mass,  State  Prison.'' 

Extracts  from  the.  Message  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

"  Various  matters,  which  are  the  usual  and  proper  subjects  of  annual  comma* 
nication,  will  be  presented  to  you,  with  the  necessary  minuteness  of  detail,  in 
reports  from  appropriate  departments  and  agents  of  the  government.  Amonj! 
these,  it  will  not  fail  to  be  distinguished  as  cause  for  peculiar  gratification,  that 
the  condition  of  the  State  Prison  has  at  length  reached  a  highly  satisfactory  point 
of  improvement.  Honor  to  the  wisdom,  the  moral  confidence  and  courage,  thr 
determined  and  persevering  purpose,  of  successive  legislatures  in  a  few  years  post 


reform  to  the  minds  of  the  most  vicious  and  abandoned  of  our  follow  men.  Thr 
eye  of  Christian  hope  may  now  rest  with  assurance  upon  the  influence  of  thi* 
institution  in  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  of  the  truest  benevolence.  Al- 
though but  little  more  than  two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  introduction  of  a 
new  system  of  employment  and  control  into  the  Prison,  the  beneficial  effects  an* 
already  distinctly  visible,  both  within  and  without  the  walls.  The  demeanor  of 
the  convicts  has  been  softened  and  corrected,  and  from  the  admonitions  afforded 
here,  and  the  greater  terror  inspired  abroad,  commitments  have  sensibly  dimin- 
ished. Within  the  last  year,  the  number  of  prisoners  was  reduced  from  990,  at 
its  commencement,  to  2;>0,  at  its  close.  The  directors  express  the  opinion  '  that 
crimes  of  an  atrocious  character  are  less  frequent  than  was  once  the  case ;  and 
that  the  majority  of  the  convicts  appear  to  be  inferior  in  intelligence  and  iafbr- 
mation  to  the  average  of  any  class  of  our  citizens.'  A  moat  instructive  result  is 
alio  produced  by  the  curious  and  critical  investigations  of  the  chaplain,  into  Is* 
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meters  and  lives  of  these  miserable  men.  Of  956  cony i eta,  whom  his  in<rai- 
respectcd,  he  ascertained  that  156  were  led  by  intemperance  to  the  commission 
he  offences  for  which  they  suffer ;  that  182  of  the  first  mentioned  number  had 
d  in  the  habitual  neglect  and  violation  of  the  Sabbath ;  82  were  permitted  to 
ir  np  from  infancy,  without  any  regular  employment;  68  had  been  truants  to 
it  parents  while  in  their  minority  *,  61  could  not  write,  and  many  were  wholly 
ble  to  read.  The  intimate  connection  and  association  of  ignorance  with  vice, 
lissoliiteness  with  outrages  upon  the  laws,  are  here  distinctly  traced,  and  fur- 
i  an  impressive  lesson  upon  the  importance  of  knowledge  and  temperance  to 
ividual  welfare  and  social  order,  which  should  give  a  thrilling  excitement  to 
advancement  of  these  objects,  in  the  heart  of  every  virtuous  and  patriotic 
sen  and  magistrate. 

LEVI  LINCOLN." 
Couscil  Chamber,  Borrow,  Jan,  2, 1832." 


Ltverett  Street  Jail,  and  House  of  Correction,  Boston. — The 
aident  of  this  Society,  as  chairman  of  a  committee  appointed  by 
chy  government  on  the  subject,  submitted  a  report  to  the  board  oi 
ermen  on  the  19th  of  September  last,  recommending  essential 
nges  in  this  establishment,  the  most  important  of  which,  we  are  hap* 
to  say,  has  been  acted  upon,  viz.  provision  to  erect  solitary  dormi- 
es  for  the  inmates  of  the  House  of  Correction.  Although  the  plan 
erecting  a  new  building  on  the  public  land  in  Leverett  street  has 
been  acceded  to,  jet  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  has  been  made 
the  purpose  of  altering  one  of  the  public  buildings  at  South  Boston 
is  to  make  it  contain  200  solitary  cells,  on  the  general  plan  of  those 
Auburn  and  Wethersficld.  In  many  respects,  this  location  is  better 
n  the  one  originally  contemplated  in  Leverett  street.  It  is  more  re- 
d  and  healthy ;  and  the  city  has  already  a  public  building  at  South 
jton,  which  probably  will  not  long  be  wanted  for  any  other  purpose, 
external  walls  of  which  are  well  fitted  to  receive  within  them  a 
ck  of  200  solitary  cells.  The  inmates  of  the  House  of  Correction 
Leverett  street,  therefore,  will  soon  be  provided  with  what  they  most 
d — solitary  dormitories; — without  which,  all  efforts  to  do  them 
>d  are  nearly  hopeless. 

tfouse  of  Reformation  at  South  Boston.— This  institution,  which 
y  wants  what  it  has  wanted  some  time,  to  make  it  a  model  worthy  of 
tation  in  all  respects — i.  e.  a  new  building — is  likely  to  be  provided 
h  oue  speedily,  either  by  the  city,  or  by  the  Farm  School  in  con- 
ction  with  the  city.  A  plan  of  -building  has  been  submitted  to  the 
'  government  by  Mr.  Wells,  the  superintendent,  combining  many  of 
essential  principles  of  architecture  requisite  in  such  a  building,  for 
purposes  of  good  government,  viz.,  supervision,  instruction,  econo- 
and  labor,  which  we  hope  soon  to  see  erected,  and  then  wc  shall 
e  more  cause  than  ever  to  rejoice  in  the  excellent  character  of  this 
f  Refuge  from  Crime. 

Che  expenses  of  the  institution  for  the  last  year  have  been  about 
same  as  usual, — $6500 :  the  number  of  inmates,  at  the  present 
e,   121 ;  the  number  apprenticed,  during  the  last  year,  56 ;  the 
nber  returned  of  all  apprenticed,  6 ;  the  number  of  deaths,  0 ;  the  - 
rage  number  of  cases  in  the  hospital,  0.     The  lessons  on  life  and  : 
Jib,  in  this  institution,  to  say  nothing  of  those  ou  Tootita,  %x*  ^otfcy 
it  costs.    There  is  seldom  any  one  sick  in  this  Aaxgje  fan&i  \  *3b3L 
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there  have  been  only  three  deaths  since  its  establishment,  and  only 
since  Juno  1829;  which  is  to  be  attributed  principally  to  regular  and 
simple  diet,  passions  well  restrained,  daily  athletic  exercises,  and 
wholesome  and  well-timed  employment  and  instruction. 

We  have  only  one  wish  to  express  to  the  superintendent  and  direct- 
ors of  this  institution,  and  that  is,  for  the  benefit  of  the  world,  that  they 
would  annually  prepare  and  publish  a  report  of  their  doings.  By 
neglecting  so  to  do,  the  power  of  the  press  is  not  brought  to  bear  to 
powerfully  upon  mankind  in  this  department  of  benevolent  effort,  as  it 
might  be.  This  institution,  one  of  the  best  of  the  kind  in  the  world, 
has  not  a  printed  document  to  which  any  one  of  its  many  friends  can 
refer  for  an  authentic  statement  of  its  important  principles  and  results. 

Asylum  for  Poor  ami  Imprisoned  Lunatics  at  Worcester. — This  no* 
ble  edifice,  for  the  most  humane  of  all  objects,  is  erected  ;  and,  what  v 
very  remarkable,  it  is  done  within  the  original  appropriation  of  £30,008, 
which  was  regarded  by  many,  at  the  time,  as  only  sufficient  to  make 
a  beginning.  It  is  due  to  the  commissioners  to  state,  that  few  if  any 
public  buildings  in  the  state  have  been  erected  with  as  much  economy; 
and  the  friends  of  the  temperance  reformation  have  already  been  told, 
that  it  was  done  altogether  without  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  which  hu 
l>een  unquestionably  one  of  the  great  causes  of  the  economical  expen- 
diture of  public  money.  Temperate  men,  and  temperate  men  only, 
would  have  undertaken  or -accomplished  this  great  work,  at  an  expense 
of  less  than  $30,000.  There  are  other  views,  however,  of  this  inter- 
esting institution,  compared  with  which  even  the  above  are  unimpor- 
tant. The  commissioners,  in  their  late  report,  drawn  up,  as  we  suppose, 
by  Horace  Mann,  Esq.,  of  Dedham,  chairman  of  the  board,  have  done 
themselves  and  the  state  great  honor  in  the  lucid  and  beautiful  state- 
ment which  they  have  made  of  some  of  the  considerations  and  princi- 
ples which  have  led  to  its  establishment.  After  giving  in  their  report 
a  minute  account  of  the  condition  in  which  lunatics  have  been  found 
in  this  commonwealth  within  a  recent  period,  the  commissioners  say,— 

"  The  proper  mode  of  treating  insanity  was  almost  universally  unknown,  ud 
the  Jails  ana  Houses  of  Correction  were  the  only  places  where  the  atrictneti  of 
confinement  then  deemed  indispensable  could  be  enforced.  Until  a  period  compar- 
atively recent,  insanity  has  been  deemed  an  incurable  disease.  The  univral 
opinion  had. been,  that  it  was  an  awful  visitation  from  Heaven,  and  that  no  human 
agency  could  reverse  the  judgment  by  which  it  was  iiitticted.  During  the  pre«- 
lence  of  this  inauspicious  belief,  as  nil  eft  oris  to  restore  the  insane  would  I"' 
deemed  unavailing,  they  of  course  would  Ik*  unuttempted.  And  even  at  lb** 
present  day,  and  in  communities  otherwise  highly  enlightened,  there  is  reason  to 
fear  that  a  lamentable  degree  of  ignorance  prevails  upon  this  subject;  an  i£«- 
rance  which,  could  it  be  once  dispelled.  Borne  of  the  most  painful  records  in  uV 
history  of  human  suffering  might  be  closed,  immediately  and  forever.  It  is  do*' 
most  abundantly  demonstrated,  that,  with  appropriate  uiedical  and  moral  treat- 
ment, insanity  yields  with  more  readiness  than  ordinary  disease*.  Thin  chcrria? 
fact  is  established  by  a  series  of  experiments,  instituted  from  holier  motives,  u d 
crowned  with  happier  results,  than  any  ever  recorded  in  the  brilliant  annaii  o( 
science.  A  few  individuals,  justly  entitled  to  a  conspicuous  station  among  the 
benefactors  of  their  race,  have  exploded  the  barbarous  doctrine  that  cruelty  wuV 
proper  antidote  to  madness,  and  have  discovered  that  skill,  niildneu,  and  self-de- 
votion to  the  welfare  of  the  insane,  are  the  only  efficacious  means  for  their  resto- 
ration. Their  labors  have  been  hallowed  by  the  spirit  of  humanity  that  inspti*^ 
them ;  reviving  reason,  and  returning  virtue  and  nappinew,  have  been  (hatf* 
ward. 
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i  facte  are  deeply  interesting,  and,  from  among  many  similar  statements, 
ins;  are  selected,  to  remoye  all  doubts  concerning  their  credibility. 
Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society,  published  in 
s/s,  that,  in  the  Retreat  at  York,  out  of  forty  patients  admitted  within 
iths  after  the  first  attack,  forty  were  restoredto  their  friends,  recovered, 
admitted  after  three,  and  within  twelve  months  after  the  commencement 
ilady,  the  proportion  of  cures  was  as  twenty -five  to  forty-five ;  but  of 
Me  disease  was  of  more  than  twoyears'  standing,  the  proportion  of  cures 
as  fourteen  to  seventy-nine.  The  experiments  of  doctor  Burrows,  at 
e  Asylum  in  England,  exhibit  similar  results.  The  last  Report  of  the 
f  the  Connecticut  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  shows  a  ratio  of  recoveries  in 
uses,  equivalent  to  26  per  cent ;  and  oat  of  twenty-four  recent  cases, 
ro  were  recovered,  being  in  the  ratio  of  more  than  ninety-one  per  cent, 
nissioners  are  informed,  that,  at  the  Retreat  last  mentioned,  when  the 
knees  of  the  patient  are  supposed  to  reauire  it,  a  separate  attendant  is 
him,  whose  duty  it  is  to  remain  constantly  at  his  side,  to  occupy  his  at- 
ith  pleasing  themes,  to  humor  his  caprices,  and,  by  skilfully  adapting  hit* 
luct  to  the  htful  moods  of  madness,  to  soothe  and  pacify  that  portion  of 
which  had  been  excited  to  frenzy,  and  so  to  allow  those  faculties  whose 
nains  undisturbed,  to  gain  the  ascendency.  The  patient  is  conducted 
►pen  air,  the  fields  and  the  woods,  that  the  restorative  influences  of  na- 
strike  some  chord  in  the  heart,  as  yet  unbroken  in  the  fatal  struggle 


ises,  in  a  great  degree,  the  unparalleled  success  of  that  institution, 
novel  mode  of  treating  insanity  has  but  lately  superseded  a  system  in 
Aers,  whips,  confinement,  starvation,  and  suffocation  in  water  almost  to 
;,  were  the  standard  remedies,  by  which  minds,  whose  disease  was  an 
ty  of  action  accelerated  to  delirium,  were  to  be  soothed,  and  paciBed,  and 
a  harmonious  movement.  Under  that  system,  thousands  of  intellects 
a  precipitated  from  a  condition  of  temporary  danger  to  one  of  irretrieva- 

feut  when  the  fierceness  of  the  malady  has  been  assuaged  by  the  union 
il  science  with  all  the  nameless  attentions  which  benevolence  alone  can 
>r  conceive,  the  recuperative  energies  of  the  mind  have  soon  prevailed, 
imortal  nature  has  been  restored  to  the  capacity  of  virtue  and  the  enjoy- 
tiappiness. 

us  unfortunate  class  of  J)eings,  humanity  is  in  long  arrears.  One  of  the 
,  if  not  one  of  the  first,  principles  of  social  obligation  arises  from  ne- 
:  relief  and  ability  to  relieve.  And  when  does  a  man  so  urgently  re- 
light of  others  to  direct  his  steps,  as  when  he  wanders  in  darkness  ? 
es  he  stand  in  such  extremity  or  need  of  the  knowledge  and  guidance 
low-men,  as  when  his  own  mind  is  a  wild  chaos,  agitated  by  passions 
!  cannot  quell,  and  haunted  by  forms  of  terror,  which  the  living  energy 
ture  is  perpetually  calling  into  being,  but  cannot  disperse  ?  When  does 
renuously  demand  their  succor,  as  when  his  own  soul  is  like  a  living 
nd  he  has  lost  all  power  of  distinguishing  between  the  sources  of  healing 
•rture  ?  If  the  insane  have  done  nothing  to  forfeit  the  claim,  which  men 
;rhave,  by  the  law  of  nature,  upon  men  who  are  able  to  prevent  that 
;  they  should  be  treated,  not  with  a  sole  regard  to  the  security  of  others, 
special  reference  also  to  their  own  misfortunes,  and  in  a  manner  adapted 
n  their  duration,  or,  where  that  is  impossible,  at  least  to  mitigate  their 

However  imperiously  the  public  good  may  demand  the  coercion  of  the 
;  can  never  be  just  to  cast  them  into  a  hopeless  dungeon,  thereby  making 
•  of  their  confinement  remediless,  and  then  the  confinement  itself  termi- 
y  by  the  death  of  the  sufferer.  In  its  practical  operation,  such  a  sys- 
direct  consignment  of  human  beings  to  the  long-protracted  and  mysteri- 
»rs  of  madness. 

ew  of  these  facts  and  considerations,  the  commissioners  cannot  hesitate 
mend,  that,  as  soon  as  the  Hospital  at  Worcester  shall  be  prepared  for  the 
.  of  the  insane,  and  that  fact  shall  be  made  public,  by  proclamation  from 
rnor  of  the  commonwealth,  all  orders,  decrees  and  sentences  for  the  con- 
of  any  lunatis,  made  by  any  court  or  any  judicial  officers  of  this  com- 
th,  by  virtue  of  the  statutes  of  1797,  chap.  G2,imA\^\fet«^^^*0& 
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be  io  far  modified,  that  said  lunatics  shall  be  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  Hospital  at  Worcester,  instead  of  being  committed  to  aoj 
Jail  or  House  of  Correction,  as  heretofore  required ;  and,  further,  that  all  lunatics, 
who,  at  the  time  when  such  proclamation  is  made,  shall  be  confined  in  any  Jail  or 
House  of  Correction,  under  any  order,  sentence  or  decree  of  any  court,  or  any 
judicial  officers,  by  virtue  of  the  statutes  above-mentioned,  shall,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient and  practicable,  be  removed  to  said  Hospital,  under  the  direction  of  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston,  or  of  the  county  commissioners  of  the 
several  counties  in  this  commonwealth,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  counties  respec- 
tively." 

We  close  our  notice  of  this  institution  with  congratulations.  We 
congratulate  the  commissioners,  in  view  of  their  successful  labors :  we 
congratulate  the  governor,  in  view  of  his  steady  cooperation  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  important  design ;  we  congratulate  the  common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  because  it  has  the  first  Asylum  in  the  United 
States,  established  expressly  for  poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics ;  and 
we  congratulate  the  friends  of  this  Society,  that  the  examination  made 
of  the  condition  of  this  class  of  persons  in  the  Jails  and  Houses  of 
Correction  in  this  commonwealth,  the  results  of  which  were  published 
in  detail  in  the  Second  Report  of  this  Society,  has  led,  probably,  a* 
much  as  any  other  cause,  to  the  fulfilment  of  this  benevolent  work. 

Penal  Code  of  Massachusetts. — The  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
appointed  a  committee,  March  19,  1831,  to  sit  during  the  recess,  and 
make  examination  and  report  on  the  subject  of  Capital  Punishments. 

"This  subject  is  one  of  intense  interest,  whether  it  b^  the  object  to 
render  the  law  more  or  less  severe.  The  object  in  this  v:i?r>  was  to 
render  it  less  so.  The  number  of  crimes  punished  with  death,  under 
the  present  laws,  is  seven,  or,  if  duelling  be  considered,  when  life  if 
lost,  distinct  from  murder,  eight.  The  crimes  for  which  the  punish- 
ment of  death  is  inflicted  are,  Treason ;  Murder,  or  accessory  before 
the  fact ;  Robbery,  when  an  assault  is  made  with  a  dangerous  weapon, 
with  intent  to  kill  or  maim,  or  if  the  person  robbed  is  struck  or  wound- 
ed with  such  weapon ;  Arson,  or  burning  a  dwelling-house  in  the  ni«rht 
time,  and  accessories  thereto  before  the  fact :  Rape,  or  accessory  before 
the  fact ;  carnally  knowing  or  abusing  a  woman  child  under  ten  years 
of  age,  and  accessory  before  the  fact ;  Burglary,  v/h^n  armed  with  a 
dangerous  weapon,  and  those  accessory  before  the  fact,  or  aiding  and 
abetting. 

The  number  of  executions  which  hive  taken  place  in  ihe  s'ate 
of  Massachusetts  from  Jan.  1,  1S0O,  t>  Dec.  :»I,  1S:K>,  so  fcr  :is  tlioy 
can  be  determined  from  the  records  in  ih«j  secretin's  oilier*  i<  twc.i.T- 
six.*  Of  these  sixteen  were  for  murder;  six  for  rape  ;  three  for  rub- 
bery, and  one  for  arson. 

*  Execution*  which  hare  taken  place  in  Mi*mchu*tt*  from  J-.in.  1.  Ift-o.  /.■•  Ihr.  5|, 1  I. *\u 
far  at  they  can be  determined  from  the  Record*  in  the  Sccrriiir-t'*  (>»/•>. 

Name*.  Crimen.  When  excrni?si. 

Jason  Fairbanks,  For  Murder,  Kxccntod  Scpi.    lii.  J80O. 

KlxNifzer  Mason,  do.  -   -  — 

John  Battcs.  Rape, 

Ephrain.  Wheeler,  do. 

Domiiiirk  Haley,  Murder, 

James  llalli^an,  do. 

Joseph  Drew,  do. 

Ebcnexer  Ball,  do. 


■  ft 

On. 

7.  i»« 

(. 

Nov. 

!J.  lol* 

•  < 

Feh. 

if  >.  1806 

l« 

Juue 

5.1806 

<< 

do. 

it 

Jalv 

21.  IMS 

it 

Oct. 

31, 1811 
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were,  also,  in  the  district  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  adop- 
he  Federal  Constitution,  in  1789,  to  Dec  24,  1830,  fourteen* 
capital  punishment,  under  sentence  of  the  United  States  Court, 
racy  and  murder  on  the  high  seas. 

ommittee,  in  their  examination  of  this  subject,  come  to  the 
in,  that  capita]  punishments  may  be  dispensed  with  in  all  cases, 
iry  confinement  for  life  substituted  even  for  murder  J-  but  if  the 
ntiment  demands  death  for  murder,  that  it  should  be  in  pri- 
ow,  we  cannot  accede  to  the  proposition  that  capita]  punish- 
&y  be  dispensed  with  for  murder,  for  arson,  treason,  highway 
or  duelling,  if  life  is  lost.  In  all  cases  where  the  crime 
wilful  murder,  we  believe  the  punishment  required  by  God,  is 


ISO  SHEDDKTH  MAN  8  BLOOD,  BT  MAN  SHALL  HIS  BLOOD  BE 

•Genesis  ix.  6. 

*e  should  be  willing  to  stop,  and  see  the  laws  of  Massachn- 

gated,  and  capital  punishments  dispensed  with  so  far,  but  no 

•  not  wish  to  see  the  Prison  at  Charlestown  containing  a  tenth 
I]  its  inmates  for  MURDER,  as  was  the  case  in  the  new 
ary  in  Philadelphia  about  a  year  since. 


i. 

er, 

linson, 

;wett,jr. 

ips, 
on, 

vein, 

Clark, 

rtin, 

by, 

,e, 

ten, 

ter, 

an, 

L'harles, 


apP      . 
.napp,jr. 


CrimM. 
Rape, 
do. 
Murder, 


do. 

Rape, 
Murder, 
Arsou, 

Highway  robbery, 
Robbery, 

do. 

Murder, 
Rape, 
Murder, 

do. 

do'. 

do. 
do. 
do. 


Whan  executed. 
Executed  Nov.     5, 1813. 
"        Nov.    18,1813. 
Committed  suicide  in  Prison, 

Nov.    10,1815. 

Executed  March  13, 1817. 

Nov.    25,1819. 


u 
u 
u 
u 
«< 
u 
u 
u 

u 
it 


May  £7,1820. 
May  10,1821. 
Dec.  20.1821. 
March   7. 182?. 

do. 
April  25,1822. 
Dec.  8,  1825. 
March  3, 1826. 
Nov.  22,  1826. 
Committed  suicide  in  Prison, 

Nov.    14,1828. 

Executed  July       7.1829. 

Sept.  28,  1830. 

Dec.    31,1830. 


-iminrtU  capitally  executed f  under  Sentence  of the  U.  8.  Circuit  Court  for  Mn**a- 
list  net,  from  flu.  Adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  in  1789,  to  Dec.  21, 1830. 


lie  Collin*, 

•tado, 

Vieski, 

ins, 

ttlcrick 

on, 

ilmes, 

nrruijjjton, 

)sewaine, 

ony, 

urtls. 

an  White, 


Crimes. 
Piracy  and  Murder  on  the  high 

do. 
do. 
Piracy  on  the  high  seas. 
Piracy  and  Murder  on  the  high  seas, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Murder  on  the  high  seas, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Whtn  executed. 

July  30,  1794. 

do. 

do. 
Dec.  10, 1812. 
Feb.  18, 1819. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
June  15, 1820. 

do. 

do. 

Dec.  21, 1824. 

Feb.    1,1817. 


do. 
J.  D.  W.  committed  suicide  night  before  the  day  of  w*^^ 
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CONNECTICUT. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt, — The  laws  of  Connecticut  remain,  so  fer  ai 
we  are  informed,  essentially  the  same  on  this  subject.     By  a  law  of 
1826,  no  female  can  be  imprisoned  for  debt.     With  this  exception,  any 
person  may  be  imprisoned  for  any  sum.   If  poor,  and  unable  to  pay,  how- 
ever, he  may  take  the  oath  in  four  days,  instead  of  thirty,  as  requif* 
ed  by  law  in  Massachusetts.     But  in  Massachusetts,  no  person  can  be 
imprisoned  for  less  than  ten  dollars.      And  a  law  like  this  in  Connecti- 
cut would  have  exempted  sixty-six  persons  from  imprisonment  in  the  city 
of  Hartford  in  1830;-  the  whole  number  imprisoned,  in  thai  city,  dw> 
ing    that    year,  having   been  one  hundred  and  forty-two,  of  whom 
seventy-six  were  for  sums  above  ten  dollars,  and  sixty-six  for  sumi 
below  ten  doll  arts.     If,  in  the  other  counties,  the  proportion  imprisoned 
for  less  than  ten  dollars  each,  was  as  in  Hartford  county,  the  whole 
number  imprisoned  in  the  state  for  sums  so  small,  was  about  three 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  or  something  more  than  one  third  of  tie 
whole  number.     We  cannot,  therefore,  congratulate  the  friends  of  hu- 
manity as  much  in  regard  to  the  laws  of  Connecticut  on  the  subject  of 
imprisonment  for  debt,  as  wc  can  in  regard  to  another  subject,  embraced 
within  the  circle  of  this  Society's  labors. 

State  Prison  at  Wcthersfield.— This  institution  appears  to  be,  ia 
scarcely  any  respect,  inferior  to  any  of  the  reformed  Prisons,  and  ia 
some  respects  it  is  superior  to  them  all. 

*  In  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  its  results  are  without  a  parallel.  la 
this  respect,  die  year  ending  the  31st  of  March  last  has  been  more  pros* 
f>erous  than  any  of  the  preceding.  The  earnings  of  the  convicts,  above 
every  expenditure,  were  #8,713  53.  The  earnings  of  the  convicts, 
above  all  the  expenditures,  in  four  years  and  six  months,  the  whole  pe- 
riod since  its  establishment,  have  been  as  follows  : — 

For  six  months,  ending  March  31, 1828,  =  1,017  M 
1st  year  succeeding,       "  "    ,      1829,  =  3,229  41 

2d    "  "  "  "  1830,  =  5,008  M 

3d    "  "  "  "         1831,  =  7,824  09 

4th   "  "  "  "         1832,  =  8,713  68 

Total  gain  to  the  state,  in  4  years  and  0  months,  925,853  06 

The  expenses  of  the  old  Prison,  above  all  the  earnings, 

for  an  equal  period  succeeding  the  year  1815/  were  51,103  II 

Making  a  difference  to  the  state,  in  4£  years,  of  876,056  17 

Another  respect  in  which  we  regard  this  institution  as  superior  te 
any  other,  is  the  simplicity  of  the  plan  of  buildings  : 

Another  is  the  economy  with  which  these  buildings  have  beet 
erected: 

Another,  the  construction  and  management  of  the  female  depart* 
roent. 

In  regard  to  cleanliness,  health,  and  moral  and  religious  influence, 
it  stands  on  a  level,  or  not  gtetAb*  TOj\n&  from  h\  with  the  Priaos*  it 
Auburn  and  ChulesADwn. 
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The  number  of  deaths  the  last  year  was  two,  out  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  convicts.  For  this  single  year,  therefore,  in  this  re- 
spect, the  bill  of  mortality  is  even  more  favorable  than  those  of  Auburn 
and  Charlestown  ;  the  deaths  at  Wethersfield  being  about  one  per  cent., 
while  at  Auburn  and  Charlestown,  they  were  about  two  and  a  half  per 
cent. 

The  moral  and  religions  influence  appears  to  be  strengthening  under 
the  ministry  of  the  resident  chaplain ;  and  during  the  last  year,  a  Sab- 
bath school  has  been  established,  taught  by  the  good  people  of  Weth-' 
ersnVId,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  warden  and  chaplain.  For  the 
ve  of  this  school,  and  for  public  worship,  a  convenient  chapel  has  been 
fitted  up  by  the  state.  A  special  act  was  passed,  during  the  session  of 
the  legislature,  iu  June  last,  authorizing  the  apjwintment  of  a  chaplain, 
and  the  preparation  of  suitable  apartments  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
above.* 

The  governor's  message,  presented  to  the  legislature  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session,  contains  strong  expressions  of  congratulation  in 
view  of  this  admirable  institution.     He  says, — 


merit,  there  remains  a  balance*  in  favor  of  the  institution,  of  eight  thou  Band, 
seven  hundred,  thirteen  dollars,  fifty-three  cent*;  of  which  sum,  six  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  have  been  pnid  into  the  state  treasury. 

"  Experience  proves  the  correctness*  of  the.  principles  which  were  early  adopted 
in  the  direction  and  management  of  the  Prison,  and  the  employment  of  the  con- 
victs ;  and  constantly  suggests  the  various  improvement*  of  winch  the  regulations 
of  the  details  of-  its  concerns  are  susceptible.  A  chaplain  has,  for  the  last  year, 
bran  employed  in  the  Prison,  who  has  most  assiduously  devoted  his  time  and 
talents  to  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  prisoners,  and  in  teaching 
be  rudiments  of  our  language  to  those  of  them  who  had  hitherto  lived  in  the 
entire  neglect  of  the  means  of  acquiring  an  education  which  would  hare  fitted 
them  tor  usefulness,  and  enabled  them  to  pavs  through  life  in  innocence  and  safety. 

*•  The  whole  number  of  prisoners,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1832.  was 
we  hundred  ninety-two ;  of  which,  one  hundred  seventy-four  were  males,  and 
righteen  were  females ;  and  all  were  so  employed  as  to  meet  the  expense  of  their 
mprisonment.  The  prisoners,  in  general,  are  robust  and  healthy ;  two  deaths 
mly  have  occurred  during  the  past  year.  The  ordinary  expenditures  of  the 
Prison,  since  the  first  of  April.  A.  D.  lt&l,  have  varied  but  little  from  those  of 

H  *'  Ail  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  concerning  the  Connecticut  State  Prison. 
"lie  it  evaded  by  tht  J»V/i-i/c  avd  JInusc  of  Rfprrsrvtathvs  in  (irncral  Assembly  conrmtd. 
Hint  it  -liafl  !>c  ilit*  duty  of*  the  directrix  of  said  Prison  to  nnpoint  some  meet  and  proper 
er>iiii  to  l»e  chaplain  of  said  Prison,  mid  also  some  meet  and  proper  pur.»oii  to  be  pbyMciaii, 
fho  shall  hold  their  office*,  respectively,  during  the  pleasure  ol  the  directors,  shall  be  subject 
1  the  by-law*,  and  "hall  receive  such  compensation  from  the  Prison  timils  os  Khali  be  fixed 
v  U»e  directors.  It  >hall  also  be  die  duty  of  the  directors  to  appoint,  on  the  nomination  of 
ie  wnrrien.  all  tin:  subordinate  oOiren  of  raid  Prison,  who  may  alio  lie  removed  at  the 
Irasure  of' the  director*,  expressed  in  writing,  and  not  otherwise ;  and  no  officer  nor  assistant 
ball  enter  upon  his  flutter,  until  he  shaJl  have  received  such  apiHiintment  in  writing.  Mgned 
y  the  dircrinrs.  and  shall  have  taken,  before  one  or  more  of  the  directors,  an  oath  for  the 
uthful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  station,  which  oath  may  l»e  luliniDislerod  by  cither  of 
st  oirerior*  :  and  it  shall  also  l>e  the  duly  of  each  of  the  directors  to  make  himself  thoroughly 
rquaiiitcd  with  the  whol«»  concerns,  management  and  discipline  of  said  Prison. 

•*  Sec.  2.  It  shall  Ik*  the  duty  of  the  chaplain  to  devote  his  whole  lime  to  the  religions  in- 
iruclioii.  and  moral  improvement  of  the  prisoners',  and  suitable  apartments  shall  be  pro- 
ided  for  the  introduction  of  a  Sabbath  school  institution,  to  be  conducted  under  the  super- 
itciidence  of  the  warden  and  chaplain,  in  surh  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  in  the 
v-  bwh. 

"Jbusf  1st,  1831.— ApproYed." 
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the  preceding  year ;  but  since  that  period,  an  additional  expense  of  two  hundrrtf 
seventy-two  dollars  thirty-two  cents  has  been  incurred  in  fitting  up  a  chapel 
within  the  Prison,  which  is  not  included  in  thi'  balance  above  stated  in  flavor  of 
the  institution.  Should  the  qonccrns  of  the  Prison  continue  to  be  managed  in 
the  present  faithful,  prudent  and  skilful  manner,  it  is  a  fair  presumption  that 
hereafter  there  will  be  an  annua)  net  gain  to  the  state  from  the  institution,  of  tea 
thounand  dollars. 

"  The  importance  of  maintaining  the  penitentiary  system  is  too  great,  in  a  moral 
and  humane,  as  will  as  in  a  pecuniary,  point  of  view,  to  escape  the  attention 
of  the  legislature ;  and  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  urge  a  perseverance  in  pursuing 
an  improvement  in  the  penal  police  of  our  state,  which  was  so  happily  com- 
menced, and  which  has  been  followed  with  such  signal  success. 

."  We  learn  with  painful  regret,  that  a  sister  state,1"  atler  a  trial  too  short  to  lead 
to  any  definite  and  certain  results,  has  recently  abandoned  the  penitentiary  srs- 
tem,  as  altogether  inadequate  to  meet  the  ends  of  justice,  and  ineffectual  in  die 
reformation  of  those  who  had  rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  tlte  sanetioat « 
her  laws.  The  friends  of  humanity  cannot  but  lament  an  act  so  premature ;  ssr 
can  they  consider  the  mode  of  punishment  by  the  infliction  of  stripes,  which  ibc 
has  substituted  fur  the  milder  system  which  we  cherish  with  so  mucn  care  icd 
success,  but  as  inhumane  and  barbarous  in  the  extreme ;  stamping  the  offender* 
with  endless  infamy,  confirming  them  in  deadly  hostility  to  the  human  familr, 
and  speeding  them  on  in  their  desperate  course  to  destruction. 

"  The  best  interests  of  our  country,  and  the  most  holy  feelings  of  the  benevolent 
heart,  are  intimately  connected  with  this  all  important  subject-;  and  they  admon- 
ish us  to  examine  it  with  a  single  eve  to  the  safety  ot  the  virtuous,  and  thr 
reformation  of  the  vicious;  both  of  which  objects,  it  is  most  confidently,  bettered, 
the  penitentiary  system  is  cuuneutly  calculated  to  promote." 

Mrs.  Sigoirrney  has  prepared  a  beautiful  notice,  in  her  own  happr 
manner,  of  the  Bible  class  in  the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  and  ibo 
an  evening  hymn  for  the  females  to  sing  before  they  retire  to  rest.  In 
gratitude  to  her,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  world,  we  propose  to  stereo- 
type them  both  in  this  Report.  It  is  very  kind  and  useful  for  L.  H.  S. 
thus  to  notice  the  inmates  of  this  institution. 


Tfie  Bible  Class  in  the  Ctmnecticut  Stair. 
Prison. 

I  saw  them  bending  o'er  that  holy  page, 
Whose  breath  is  immortality.    There  seemed 
No  sadness  on  their  features ;  to  their  limb* 
No  fetters  clung ;  and  they,  whose  early  yearn 
Had  told  dark  tales  of  wretchedness  and  shame, 
Lifted  a  calm,  clear  eye. 

Amazed,  I  asked, 
Is  this  a  prison  ?  and  are  these  the  men 
Whom  Justice  from  the  world's  sweet  fellowship 
Hath  sternly  severed? 

But  a  voice  replied, 
God's  spirit  hath  been  here.    Serene  it  came 
Into  the  cells  where  guilt  and  punishment 
Rivet  her  chains,  making  fiie  victim's  life 
A  hated  burden,  and  his  hope  despair ! 

It  came ! — Rebellion  laid  his  weapons  down  j 
The  flinty  breast  grew  soft  ;  the  rugged  brow 
Gave  channels  fur  the  tear  of  penitence  ; 
And  souls,  which  sin  had  blotted  from  their  race 
As  a  foul  gangrene,  to  the  Heater  turned- 
Bathed,  and  were  whole. 

Bo  now,  with  humble  step, 
Their  penal  course  they  measure,  giving  still 
The  day  to  toil,  nod  meeting  every  night. 
In  solitude,  reflection's  chustcuiug  glance, 
Which  wound*  to  purify.    There,  too,  doth  glide 
Fair  t.'hority,  prompting  trt  deeds  divine 
The  unaccustomed  pupil,  while  he  cons, 
Mid  the  deep  silence  of  a  lonely  bed, 
His  Bible  l.'ssou  ;  seeks  a  deeper  root 
For  Christian  purposes,  or  anticipates 
Glad  Freedom's  sacred  gift. 


Ve  whom  our  God 
Hath  held  from  deep  transgression,  be  nnt  proud: 
Nor,  in  the  heat  ot  wumiou,  haste  tu  weigh 
A  brother's  fault.    The  eternal  Judge  hiswtlf 
(When  by  the  sin  of  ingrnu*  Adam  moved) 
t'nme-  not  tn  Kdca  till  the  cool  of  day. 
Aud  since  that  hour,  when  first  the  TtsltW 

sw<:rd 
Hung  o'er  the  forfeit  gate  of  Paradise, 
Man  liuth  bern  wayward,  weak,  and  prone  to  Ml 
Beneath  temptation's  wile,  and  so  must  be 
l-nto  the  dooms-day  burning. 

Then  let  his  bltierest  discipline  be  mixed 
In  Mercy's  cup, — Ihut  so  the  prison  cell 
May  work  his  mmiI's  solvation  ;  and  the  **  B», 
Like  a  schoolmaster'*  severe,  the  truant  briap 
To  Christ. his  advocate  and  ngltteousoe*** 

L.  H.  e- 

UarXfvrd. 


Written  for  the  Females  in  the  Stole  PrUs* 
at  Wethersfichl,  Corm.f  to  sing  before  Even- 
ing Prayers. 

The  silent  curtains  of  the  night 
Each  lonely  cell  surround ; 

God's  dwelling  is  in  perfect  light, 
His  mercy  hath  no  hound. 

Still  on  the  sinful  and  the  vile 

His  daily  bounties  tall  ; 
nts  rising  sun  with  cheerful  tats* 

Dispenses  good  to  all. 


QMMfJAu 
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r  of  wickedness  is  hard  *, 
»r  fruits  we  know  ; 
this  world  i*  its  reward, 
i  the  future,  too. 

who  see'tt  us  while  we  pay 
snance  of  our  gaill  I 
our  souls  condeuined  away ; 
'■  blood  for  us  was  spilt. 


Deep  root,  within  a  heart  subdued, 
■  Slay  true  repentance  take ; 
And  be  its  fruits  a  life  renewed, 
For  the  Redeemer's  sake. 

Uplift  our  spirits  from  the  ground ; 

Give  to  our  darkness  light : — 
Oh  thou  whose  mercies  liave  no  bound ! 

Preserve  us  safe  this  night. 


NEW  YORK. 

sonment  for  Debt. — The  law  of  April  26,  1831,  to  abolisk 
iment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors,  did  not  go  into 
n  till  March  1,  1832,  on  sums  less  than  fifty  dollars;  nor  till 
1832,  on  sums  above  fifty  dollars.  In  our  last  Report,  we  re- 
that  the  great  evil  which  this  law  is  intended  to  remedy, 
it  shall  prove  effectual  or  not,  is  the  incarceration,  according 
est  estimates  we  can  make,  of  10,000  persons  annually.  Our 
or  was,  that  it  would  not  produce  the  effects  which  its  title 
;ad  the  people  to  expect.  In  this,  however,  we  are  agreeably  dis- 
;d.  Although  the  law  has  not  yet  gone  into  operation  on  sums 
\y  dollars,  it  has  already  almost  entirely  cleared  the,  Jails  of  this 
ite,  containing  almost  2,000,000  of  inhabitants,  or  nearly  one 
rt  of  our  whole  country's  population,  from  poor  debtors.  In 
all  the  sheriffs  and  jailers,  from  whom  we  have  received  returns, 
And  although  they  do  not  agree  so  entirely  as  to  the  effect  on 
ic  mind,  yet,  as  a  general  fact,  their  testimony  is,  that  it  meets 
obation  of  almost  all  classes.  The  letters  we  shall  publish  at 
as  containing  authentic  testimony,  from  witnesses  testifying,  in 
nse,  against  their  own  interest,  in  regard  to  the  results  of  a  law 
importance  to  public  morals  and  personal  liberty. 


Letter  from  E.  C.  Barton,  dated  Troy,  May  10, 1832. 

Sir, 

"  The  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent 
ias  so  recently  gone  into  operation,  that  we  can  form  but  an  imperfect 
>f  all  its  effects.    It  has,  however,  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment 

for  no  citizen  of  this  statu  can  be  imprisoned  for  debt,  except  as  a 
it  debtor ;  and  they  by  the  act  are  declared  criminals,  and  are  imprisoned 

There  are  at  this  time  none  in  close  confinement,  in  this  Jail,  for  debt, 
deven  on  the  limits.  All  persons  confined,  either  in  the  Jail,  or  on  the 
r  debt,  on  executions  issued  by  justices'  courts,  were  discharged  on  the  2d 
i  last.    The  eleven  now  on  tiie  limits  were  committed  on  executions  out 

of  record,  for  debts  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  and  will  be  entitled  to  a  dis- 
i  the  2d  of  June  next.  By  virtue  of  my  office,  I  took  charge  of  the  Jail 
I  of  January  last.  There  were  at  that  time  between  sixty  and  seventy 
nits,  and  four  in  close  confinement  for  debt.  About  that  tune,  people  be- 
ess  the  collection  of  their  small  doubtful  debts,  and  there  were  committed, 
2d  of  January  to  the  27th  of  February,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
or  debt,  which  was  an  unusually  large  number.  The  average  number  in 
finement,  during  that  time,  was  nine.  I  am  informed  by  my  clerk  (who 
clerk  to  the  late  sheriff)  that  the  average  number  on  the  limits,  previous 
iber,  1831,  was  about  fifty,  and  the  number  in  close  confinement,  three, 
should  think  a  majority  of  all  classes,  complain  of  the  operations  of  the 
.  those    who  complain  most  are  small  dealers  in  the  mercantile  line,  and 

*•  1  am  respectfully  yours,  &c. 
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Letter  from  Benjamin  Hareowrt,  dated  Kingston,  May  10, 1839. 

"  Sir, 

"  I  received  a  line  from  you,  requesting  me  to  give  you  some  informatics] 
respecting  the  effect  of  that  law  which  was  passed  in  April,  1831,  to  abolish  is> 
prisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors.  There  were  forty-iw 
debtors  confined  in  this  Prison,  and  on  the  limits,  and  five  in  Jail  for  criminal  of* 
fences.  The  prisoners  for  debt  were  all  liberated  on  the  second  day  of  March, 
1832,  as  there  were  not  any  of  the  creditors  appeared  against  them ;  the  Deople<M 
not  in  general  understand  the  law,  or  there  would  have  been  several  or  the  debt- 
ors which  would  not  have  been  liberated,  in  consequence  of  their  acting  fraudu- 
lently. The  people  in  this  county  in  general  are  not  satisfied  with  the  law  ai  it 
is  at  present.  They  would  have  been  better  satisfied,  if  it  had  not  effected  the 
contracts  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  1832.  when  this  law  took  effect. 

BENJAMIN  HARCOURT,  Sheriff." 

Letter  from  Zopher  Finch,  dated  Orange  County,  Goshen,  May  12, 1832. 
11  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  4th  of  Mar, 
1832,  asking  for  information  on  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  UP 
Prison  under  my  care.  I  answer,  it  has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonineit 
for  debt  in  this  county.  You  ask  how  many  are  at  present  in  Prison  for  debt 
None  ;  and  at  this  time  but  one  confined  on  the  limits.  You  also  wish  to  kior 
the  average  number  before  the  effect  of  the  law  of  1831.  I  can  only  give  tsi 
answers  from  the  first  of  January,  1832,  to  this  time,  as  that  was  the  time  won 
this  Prison  was  put  under  my  care  From  the  first  of  January  to  the  first  af 
March,  I  received  forty-five  debtors  ;  more  than  half  of  whom  were  confined  in 
Prison.  Since  the  first  of  March,  I  have  received  but  two  ;  one  a  cnnstablr,  fcfr 
official  misconduct,  now  on  the  limits ;  and  the  other  a  sia ge-driver,  for  trrspssi 
or  misconduct.  The  operation  of  the  new  law  is  borne  with  much  less  complaint 
by  all  classes  of  people  than  wm  expected.  In  some  cases,  there  is  some  com- 
plaint about  the  power  of  holding  defendants  to  bail.  Some  say  that,  in  many 
civil  cases,  that  power  is  necessary,  and  as  the  law  now  is,  it  is  attended  with  in- 
convenience ;  but,  with  some  trifling  alterations,  it  is  believed  that  the  law  will 
be  approved  of. 

Yours  respectfully, 

ZOPHER  FINCH,  Jailer  af  Orange  Cowly." 

Letter  from  Isaac  Siceezey,  dated  Riverhead,  Suffolk  County  House,  .Yew  YsHl, 

May  12, 1832. 

« Sir,  J 

"  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  inform  you  that  the  law  alluded  to 
in  your  letter  has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  Jail  un- 
der my  charge.  The  average  number  in  Prison  and  on  the  limits,  previous  to  W 
March,  1832,  would  be  about  three,  and  seven  were  discharged  when  the  taw 
took  effect.  Except  pome  few  individuals,  say  constables,  small  lawyers,  twl 
rum-sellers,  it  is  believed  the  people  generally  approve  of  the  law. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JSAAC  SWEEZEY,  Jailer  Suffolk  Counter 

Letter  from  Nelson  Cole,  dated  Ovid,  May  13,  ltf*2. 
"Dear  Sir, 

"  I  received  yours  of  May  4th,  soliciting  my  opinion  relative  to  uV  U* 
of  April,  1831,  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtor*. 
The  system  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  is  in  my  opinion  a  g« >od  one,  but  1 
think  it  ought  not  to  affect  contracts  made  previous  to  the  law.  It  appears  to  be 
taking  a  partial  right  from  the  creditor,  and  giving  it  to  the  debtor.  Tiie  law  ha* 
had  a  very  material  effect  on  imprisonment  for  debt  at  this  place.  At  the  presto* 
lime,  I  have  but  two  imprisoned  for  debt,  both  on  the  limits,  and  both  for  4*0 
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(from  what  I  have  Men  of  its  operation)  that  it  will  be  far  superior  to  the  former 
law.  The  law  to  punish  fraudulent  debtor*,  I  think,  will  have  the  desired  e fFeet, 
when  fully  understood.  Your  next  is.  Han  it  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment, Sui.  ?  It  haii.  On  the  2d  day  of  March  last,  every  person  confined  in  Jail  for 
debt  delivered  me  their  affidavits  and  were  discharged.  Also  those  on  the  limit* 
wen-  discharged.  Your  third  is,  How  many  persons  are  there  in  close  confine- 
ment, or  on  tfie  limits,  at  tlte  present  time,  &c.  ?  There  are  none  in  close  confine- 
ment for  debt.  There  are  four  on  the  limits ;  three  of  them  were  committed  on 
ea.najt.  previous  to  the  first  of  March ;  the  other  since,  for  moneys  collected  a*  an 
officer,  and  not  making  due  returns.  Your  fourth  is,  What  was  about  the  aver- 
age number  before  the  law  of  1*01  ?  As  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  it  was  abont  one 
hundred  and  filly.  Your  fifth  is,  Who  complain  the  most  of  the  law  ?  When 
the  law  first  took  effect,  the  merchants  were  most  opposed  to  it ;  but  the  more  the* 
have  become  acquainted  with  it.  the  less  they  disapprove  of  it.  Your  sixth  ami 
last  is.  Do  the  people  generally  approve  of  it  ?  As  far  as  niv  knowledge  extends, 
I  think  they  do  ;  hut  1  can  judge  more  correctly  when  it  is  In  full  operation. 

"  I  think,  sir,  the  law  will  have  a  salutary  effect  when  once  in  full  operation, 
from  whit  1  have  thus  far  seen  of  it.  Those  persons  who  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  secreting  their  property,  and  going  to  Jail  to  pay  their  dcb(s,  are  compelled  by 
this  law  to  give  up  their  property,  or  be  punished  as  petty  felons.  It  has  also 
stopped  the  merchants  from  crediting  those  idle  men  who  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  depending  on  credit  for  their  support.    They  have  now  got  to  labor  or  starve. 

SIMEON  MOTT,  Jailer  of  Cayuga  County:' 


Letter  from  Isaac  L  Yates,  dated  Schenectady,  Aet*  York  May  15, 1832. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  circular  addressed  to  me  on  the  subject  of  the  non-imprisonment 
law  in  this  state,  has  been  received,  and  I  would  take  pleasure  in  giving  an  an- 
swer to  oil  your  inquiries  had  they  been  more  definite.  As  they  are,  I  confess  I 
cannot  fully  understand  your  meaning.  You  usk.  among  other  things,  whether  the 
law  of  April,  irt'M ,  has  hod  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  Prison 
under  my  care.  This  question  implies  your  belief  either  that  our  legislature  en- 
act laws  which  they  do  not  suffer  to  go  into  operation,  or  that,  if  they  do  go  into 
operation,  the  people  of  thin  state  discountenance  them.  The  law  has  gone  into 
operation,  and  has  had  the  effitt  intended.  Imprisonment  for  debt  is  abolished  by 
that  law,  except  in  cases  mentioned  by  the  act.  nnd  which  nn»  as  follows:  1st 
"  Win* re  a  person  has  not  resided  in  the  state  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  immedi- 
ately nrecod  in  £  the  commencement  of  a  suit  upon  which  a  judgment  was  render- 
ed,' Ac.  2d.  That  such  judgment  was  for  the*  recovery  of  money  collected  by  any 
{mblic  officer.  ttd.  For  official  misconduct,  or  neglect  of  duty.  4th.  For  damage* 
or  misconduct  or  neglect  in  any  professional  employment.  In  actions  of  trrt- 
pass,  trotter \  and  actions  on  the  case,  a  person  hr  proceeded  ngainst  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  laid  down  in  the  old  law,  and  for  any  judgment  recovered  against 
him,  his  body  is  liable  to  he  imprisoned,  and  the  new  law  gives  him  no  relief 
Every  person  who  was  confined  on  the  limits  of  this  county  on  n  judgment  found- 
ed upon  a  contract  expressed  or  implied,  received  his  discharge  from  imprison- 
ment on  the  1st  day  of  March  last  The  average  number  of  persons  confined  be- 
fore the  law  took  effect  was  ten.  At  present,  not  a  single  person  in  on  the  limits. 
or  in  close  confinement  for  debt.     * 

"  All  classes  of  persons  complain  of  the  operation  of  the  non-iiiimisonment 
law.  The  passage  of  that  law  was  intended,  by  our  legislature,  to  benefit  the 
poortr  clusscs  of  community ;  but  they  do  not  consider  it  a  benefit :  not  one  poor 
man  out  of  fifty  expresses  himself  in  favor  of  the  law ;  and  almost  invariably, 
when  a  man  of  this  description  is  heard  to  express  himself  in  favor  of  the  law,  he 
proves  to  be  of  that  carte  who  pride  themselves  upon  defrauding  an  honest  cred- 
itor out  of  his  just  demand,  and  who,  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  law,  were 
fond  of  taking  the  I  unit* ,  and  iu  that  manner  to  pay  an  honest  debt.  «3uch  men 
will  now  say,  with  exultation,  "  The  1st  of  March  has  passed;  ire  hare  no  prop- 
erty, and  tmr  hoilies  are  el  ear."  I  have  heard  many  of  our  merchants  remark, 
that  they  find  greater  difficulty  in  collecting  their  debts,  than  they  had  before  the 
passage  of  the  law.  While  imprisonment  was  held  in  terrorem  over  them,  the 
wad  of  this  evil  sparred  them  on  to  exertion.    Now  that  this  evil  »  removed, 
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they  an  move  careless  and  unconcerned  on  the  •object.    As  far  as  my  obser- 
vation extends,  the  people  in  this  vicinity  are  generally  opposed  to  the  law. 
With  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  I.  YATES;  Sheriff.* 

Ldter  from  L  &  Palmer,  dated  MorrisvilU,  Madison  Comfy,  May  16, 1832. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  May  4,  1832— The  law  of  April,  1831, 
which  you  mention,  took  effect  on  the  first  of  March  last.  So  far  as  my  observa- 
tions extend,  I  thinit  the  effect  of  that  law  has  been  to  discontinue  credit  to  those 
who  are  not  inclined  to  pay  their  honest  debts.  Those  who  have  established  a 
character  for  honesty,  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  credit.  Several  indictments 
have  been  filed  in  our  court  against  fraudulent  debtors.  A  chock  has  been  given 
to  the  conveying  of  personal  property  without  consideration.  In  this  county, 
about  twenty-five  were  imprisoned  for  debt  on  the  1st  of  March  *,  and  on  the  'M 
of  March,  all  except  two  were  discharged.  No  one  is  imprisoned  now  in  this  coun- 
ty, either  in  Jail,  or  on  the  Jail  limits,  for  debt,  and  only  two  for  crime.  The  av- 
erage number  before  the  passage  of  that  law,  as  I  am  informed,  was  about  thirty- 
five  at  the  time  of  haying  and  harvesting,  and  about  fifteen  in  the  winter  season. 
At  other  seasons  of  the  Year,  I  have  had  no  information.  I  have  heard  individuals 
complain  of  the  law,  but  no  claas  of  men.  I  think  the  people  generally  ap- 
prove of  it ;  though  many  intelligent  men  think  the  law  might  have  been  passed 
less  complicated  than  it  now  is. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

1.  S.  PALMER,  Sheriff,  Madison  County." 

9 

Letter  from  Francis  Armstrong,  dated  Owego,  May  16, 1832. 

"Sir, 

"  I  will  attempt  to  answer  the  several  inquiries  you  have  made,  with 
pleasure.  I  have  been  keeper  of  the  Jail  of  Tioga  county,  at  Owego,  since  the 
1st  of  January,  1829.  When  I  came  here,  there  were  but  two  debtors  confined, 
and  they  hsd  the  limits,  which  extend  over  the  whole  village.  The  average  num- 
ber, from  that  time  to  the  1st  March,  1832,  which  was  the  time  the  new  law  took 
effect,  could  not  be  more  than  four.  On  the  1st  March,  1832,  there  were  eight, 
all  of  whom  had  the  privilege  of  the  limits.  There  hact  been  none  since-  that  time 
imprisoned  for  debt. 

u  The  persons  who  complain  most  are  merchants  and  mechanics,  such  as 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  trusting  poor  people,  and  taking  labor  and  any  thing 
else  they  could  pay.  The  merchants  in  this  county,  throughout,  have  been  in 
the  practice  of  giving  long  credits.  Such  complain.  The  poor  people  that  are  in 
debt,  and  have  nothing  to  pay  with  are  pleased  ;  and  there  are  but  few  such,  ex- 
cept those  who  are  intemperate.  Seldom  have  any  been  put  to  Jail  but  such  as 
are  intemperate ;  and  not  in  one  instance  have  any  but  transient  persons  been 
kept  in  close  confinement,  except  when  first  committed,  and  while  in  a  state  of  in- 
toxication, and  then  only  until  they  would  get  fairly  sober,  say  two  or  three  days, 
when  they  were  liberated,  sometimes  by  giving  bond  for  limits ;  sometimes  by  se- 
curing the  debt ;  but  in  most  casts,  by  being  discharged  by  the  plaintiffs,  when 
they  were  satisfied  they  had  nothing  to  pay.  There  is  one  other  Jail  in  this  county, 
at  Elmira.  They  have  done  a  trifle  more  business  than  has  been  done  at  this 
place. 

Respectfully  yours, 

FRANCIS  ARMSTRONG, 

Under  Sheriff  and  Jailer,  Tioga  County.** 

Letter  from  Jno.  Gibson,  dated  New  York  City,  May  17, 1892. 

u  Dear,  Sir, 

"  I  beg  leave  to  forward  to  you  my  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  insL 
It  is  all  I  can  say  at  present  on  the  subject  referred  to.  The  full  force  of  the  law 
will  not  be  brought  into  operation  till  June  and  it  will  take  some  time  after  thai 
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period,  to  judge  correctly  W  its  effects.  I  should  say  it  has  undoubtedly  dons 
much  good  in  relieving  the  small  debtors,  if  poor  and  honest.  So  far  it  has 
worked  well ;  but  how  tar  the  construction  of  fraud  may  become  a  source  of  abuse, 
time  alone  can  show.  Again ,  there  are  many  cases  provided  for  in  this  statute, 
that  have  not  been  argued  but  in  private.  On  what  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  these  cases  may  be,  there  appears  a  diversity  of  opinions,  and  till  a  legal  decis- 
ion is  given  in  each  case,  and  such  decision  acted  on,  I  could  not,  with  propriety, 
S've  any  settled  opinion  on  what  may  be  the  general  effect  of  the  new  law  on 
e  interests  of  this  community. 

"  1.  The  law  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  does  not  go  into  full  effect  till 
June,  and  from  its,  as  yet,  partial  operation,  it  is  difficult  to  give  an  opinion.  He 
case  of  fraud,  under  this  statute,  has  yet  come  to  my  knowledge. 

"  2.  To  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law,  we  can  only  presume  it  has.  Bat 
by  the  statute  it  would  appear,  it  does  not  contemplate  entire  abolition  of  impris- 
onment on  civil  process. 

"  3.  There  are  twelve  in  close  confinement,  a  portion  of  whom  will  be  liberated 
when  the  law  goes  into  full  effect.  There  are  about  three  hundred  on  the  limits; 
many  of  these  will  also  find  relief  in  June. 

41 4.  The  average  number  in  confinement  was  about  twenty -five;  on  the  limits 
four  hundred. 

*'  5.  It  is  generally  disapproved  of. 

"  o\  Thev  do  not.  The  people  have  an  erroneous  idea,  that  when  the  law  went 
into  operation,  in  March,  there  would  have  been  no  further  necessity  for  a  Jail. 
They  believe  the  law  to  be,  what  it  professes  to  be, '  A  law  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt,'  in  its  strictest  sense  ;  and  it  is  less  than  they  expected.  A  vague 
oath  of  an  interested  man's  belief,  which  is  difficult  to  disprove,  may  still  hold  a 
citizen  to  bail,  or  imprison  him  with  criminals.  A  man  must  be  a  resident  one 
month  in  the  state,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  or  he  cannot  de- 
rive any  benefit  from  this  law. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir, 

Yours  very  obediently, 

JNO.   GIBSON." 

Letter  from  Peter  Smith,  dated  Johnstown,  Montgomery  County,  A*.  Fori, 

May  17, 1832. 

"  Sir, 

"  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  4th  inst.,  I  have  ts 
state, 

"  1.  That  the  operation  of  the  law  of  April,  1831,  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors,  bo  fair  as  my  information  extends,  has, 
throughout  this  state,  had  the  effect  for  which  it  was  'designed,  so  far  as  the  abol- 
ishing of  imprisonment  for  debt  extends ;  but  whether  it  punishes  fraudulent 
debtors,  I  know  not,  as  no  instances  of  its  having  been  tested,  in  this  particular, 
have  come  to  my  knowledge.  It  is  supposed  to  have  diminished  litigation  in 
justices'  courts  for  actions  of  contract,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  said  to  have  dons 
so  in  the  courts  of  superior  jurisdiction. 

"  ii.  It  has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  Prison  under 
my  care. 

"  3.  There  ore  no  persons  confined  on  the  limits  of  the  Prison,  or  in  the  Priws 
itself,  under  my  care,  for  debt. 

"  4.  The  averaw  number  of  prisoners,  antecedently  to  the  time  when  this  la* 
took  effect,  was  about  twenty. 

"  5  &  (5.  I  cannot  satisfactorily  answer  these  questions,  as  the  law  has  not 
been  long  enough  in  operation,  to  form  a  correct  opinion  relative  to  the  estimation 
in  which  it  is  held  by  the  public  generally,  or  by  particular  classes  of  indi- 
viduals. Yours  respectfully, 

PETER  SMITH." 

Letter  from  Setk  W.  Holmes,  dated  MaymUe,  May  17, 1833. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  In  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  abol- 
ishing imprisonment  for  debt,  passed  April,  1831,  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  I 
•an.  however  state,  that  a  number  of  debtors,  to  my  knowledge,  have  been  ooe> 
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nder  the  new  law  to  pay  their  debts,  who  had  successfully  managed  under 
law  to  keep  their  creditors  out  of  their  money.  The  new  law,  in  regard 
sonment  for  debt,  has  cleared  the  Jail  of  this  county,  or  nearly  so ;  there 
at  two  now  on  the  limits,  one  of  whom  will  be  discharged  under  said  act 
s  it  relates  to  court*  of  record. 

»re  are  none  in  close  confinement  in  oar  Jail  for  debt  or  any  other  offence — 
nstancc  which  has  rarely,  if  ever,  occurred  in  this  county  for  a  number 
i ;  nor  have  there  been  any  committed  to  Jail,  charged  with  fraud  under 
act. 

5  average  number  of  persons  confined  on  the  limits,  or  in  Jail,  for  debt, 
ye  from  ten  to  twelve.    Sometimes  the  number  on  the  limits  might  be  as 
twenty  or  thirty. 

i  time  has  been  so  short,  since  the  new  law  took  effect,  that  I  can  scarcely 
hat  class  of  people  condemn  it  most.  There  are  three  classes  of  people  who 
in  of  the  law  : — 1st,  the  poorer  class,  who  have  no  more  property  than  the 
;mpts  from  execution  or  attachment ; — 2d,  those  who  have  property  enough 
their  debts,  but  would  rather  secrete  their  property,  and  run  tne  chance  of 
imprisoned  thirty  days,  than  pay  their  debts ; — and  3d,  those  who  do  not 
•  break  in  upon  old  established  principles  and  rules.  There  are,  however,  a 
lajority,  I  think,  who  approve  of  the  principles  on  which  the  law  is  found- 
will,  undoubtedly,  operate  hardest,  for  a  while,  on  those  who  arc  within 
ions  of  the  law,  who  have  no  security  to  give  to  their  creditors,  and  who 
ot  established  their  credit  for  honesty  and  punctual  payment  of  their  small 
But  1  apprehend  it  will  have  a  good  result  on  society,  by  making  more 
tion  between  the  honest,  punctual  poor  man,  and  the  dishonest  poor  man, 
•ve  to  make  the  man  who  depends  on  character  as  security  to  obtain  neces- 
commodations,  prompt,  if  he  is  naturally  dishonest. 

e  number  of  persons  discharged  from  the  limits  and  close  confinement,  on 
r  the  law  went  into  operation,  was  twenty-seven.  « 

was  generally  apprehended,  that,  when  the  late  law  went  into  effect,  litiga- 
ould  increase ;  but,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  it  has  decreased 
han  one  half;  but  of  this  we  are  not  yet  prepared  to  judge. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Your  humble  servant, 

SETH  W.  HOLMES,  Under  Sheriff  and  Jailer." 

Letter  from  F.  E.  Spinner,  dated  Herkimer,  May  22, 1832. 

« 

"  Your  circular  of  4th  inst.  is  received.  I  have  not  the  leisure  to  enter 
?ly  into  the  details  of  tlie  -operation  of  the  law  to  which  it  refers.  I  can 
ly,  in  answer  to  your  first  inquiry,  that  it  has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  im- 
nent  as  far  as  it  contemplated.  There  is  no  person  at  present  in  close  cou- 
nt in  this  Prison  for  a  debt,  and  there  has  been  but  one  since  the  time  the 
k  effect,  which  was  for  a  trespass.  There  are  confined  to  the  Jail  liberties 
who  will  probably  all  be  discharged  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  according 
provisions  of  the  act  above  referred  to.  On  the  day  on  which  the  law  took 
the  number  confined  to  the  limits  was  nearly  one  hundred ;  the  average 
r  before  that  time,  was  probably  about  half  that  number.  I  hear  no  com- 
i  against  the  law,  except  from  constables. — There  have  as  yet  been  no  crim- 
ticeedings  against  fraudulent  debtors. 

Yours,  &c. 

F.  E.  SPINNER." 

tier  from  Abraham  Orion,  dated  Richmond  County,  State  of  JV.  York. 

"  In  complying  with  your  request,  I  wish  to  inform  you,  that  the  law  you 
*i  to,  has  had  the  desired  effect,  in  the  full  extent.  Not  one  has  been  con- 
n  Jail,  or  on  the  limits,  since  the  first  of  March  last,  at  which  time  the  law 
ffect.  The  average  number  of  prisoners,  before  thai  time,  in  Jail,  and  on 
aits,  as  near  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  was  not  more  than  tw#  or  three.  It  is 
illy  approved  of,  with  the  exception  of  merchants,  physicians,  and  men  of 
>ss,  that  cannot  help  trusting  more  or  less.  The  objection  is  raised  by  a. 
sr,  that  it  should  not  extend  to  debts  contracted  before  the  law  was  pawed.. 
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It  has  been  &  day  of  rejoicing  to  that  class  of  people  that  will  get  aH  the  tnut 
they  can,  and  pay  none,  if  they  can  avoid  it.  out  upon  candid  reflection,  I  think 
it  will  be  a  good  thing.  While,  some,  through  the  effect  of  imprisonment,  would 
get  their  money,  numbers  would  be  lodged  in  Jail  for  thirty  davs,  if  they  have  a 
family,  and  sixty  days,  if  they  have  none,  and  in  some  cases,  perhaps,  ninety  days, 
while  their  families  were  suffering ;  and,  after  all,  the  creditors  would  lose  their 
money,  and  have  the  cost  to  pay. 

Yours,. most  respectfully, 

ABRAHAM  ORTOiX." 


Letter  from  Dennis  Stociring,  dated  Catskill,  May  25,  1832. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  received  vour  circular  bearing  date  the  4th  May.  by  which  I  learn 
your  wish  to  obtain  information  relative  to  the  law  of  the  state  of  New  York  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  passed  April,  1£31 .  I  most  cheerfully  comply  with 
your  request,  and  will  answer  your  questions  as  far  as  1  am  able.  Tliere  hare 
been  no  debtors  confined  in  our  county  since  the  law  took  effect,  and  all  that  were 
previously  confined,  were  liberated,  at  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  three  who 
were  confined  upon  eu  $a. 

"  For  six  years  past,  the  average  number  of  debtors  has  been  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  per  year.  Your  question  with  respect  to  fraudulent  debtors!  can- 
not answer,  and  for  this  reason — since  the  law  took  effect,  creditors  have  .-liuwst 
entirely  suspended  the  collection  of  their  debts.  Time  must  answer  the  qaettion. 
There  is  very  little  said  as  yet  about  the  law.  Those  persons  who  complain  most, 
as  far  as  my  observation  extends,  are  the  merchant,  and  the  poorer  class  of  men. 
On  the  whole,  I  do  not  think  the  law  is  generally  approved,  in  its  present 
ffarm. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DENNIS  STOCKING,  Jailer  of  Greene  County  X  Y." 


State  Prison  at  Auburn. — 

The  earnings  of  the  convicts  in  this  Prison,  during  the 
period  of  eleven  months,  ending  September  30,  1831, 
as  charged  to  the  contractors,  amounted  to     ...     .      36,209  44 

The  expenditures  during  the  same  period,  for  the  general 
support  and  repairs  of  the  Prison  (including  the  amount 
paid  to  discharge  convicts),  as  per  vouchers  rendered  to 
the  comptroller,  amounted  to 34.405  61 

Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Prison  of     ....      81,80383 

The  actual  receipts  during  the  year,  from  Prison  sources, 

including  those  from  visitors,  amounted  to    ...     .      43,702  61 

To  this  must  be  added  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  the 

agent  on  the  31st  October,  1830,  4,>04  79 

J?4S,0I4  60 
Deducting  expenditures  as  above  stated, 34,405  61 

Leaves  a  balance  in  the  agent's  hands,  30th  September, 

1831,  of 8  14.208  90 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1831,  the  number  of  convicts  in  the  Prison 
was  620.  At  the  close  of  the  same  year,  it  was  04(5 — showing  an  in- 
crease, during  the  year,  of  26,  including  60  received  from  the  Sing- 
Sing  Prison,  but,  exclusive  of  those,, a  decrease  in  the  present  Prisoa 
district  of  34. 


SEVENTH  REPOET — 1839.  K 


The  chaplain  of  the  Prison  furnished  the  following  statement 
ipecting  the  former  character  and  habits  of  the  convicts. 

Among  those  discharged  from  the  Prison  during  the  past  year,  by 
pardon  and  expiration  of  sentence,  there  were, 

Of  superior  education, 2 

Of  decent  common  education. 36 

Of  very  poor  education, 65 

Of  no  education,        30 
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Of  this  number,  95  had  been  addicted  to  habits  of  intemperance. 
The  male  convicts  remaining  in  Prison,  on  the  first  day  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  may  be  classed,  with  reference  to  their  former  habits  of  drink- 
ing, in  the  following  manner : 

Grossly  intemperate, 209 

Moderately  intemperate  (regular  drinking,  and  occasional  in- 
toxication, or  either), .    258 

Temperate  drinkers, 132 

Total  abstinents,  or  nearly  so, 19 

647 

Of  these,  346  were  under  the  influence  of  ardent  spirits  at  the  time 
of  the  commission  of  their  crimes. 

Dishonorable  Conduct  of  the  Clerk. — The,  clerk  of  this  Prison,  Mr. 
John  R.  Bod  ley,  died  during  the  last  year  ;  and  the  inspectors  make  the 
following  report  to  the  legislature  concerning  the  discharge  of  his  offi- 
cial duties  highly  dishonorable  to  him.     They  say, — 

"  It  is  our  duty  to  state,  that,  upon  a  thorough  examination  of  the  books,  since 
Mr.  Bod  ley's  decease,  we  find,  towards  the  close  of  his  official  transactions;  some 
important  inaccuracies  in  his  accounts,  and  are  constrained  to  admit  the  mortify - 
ng  fact,  that  there  have  been  cash  receipts,  of  a  considerable  amount,  which  arc 
lnaccounted  for. 

''  These  errors  are  of  such  a  kind,  that  it  is  impracticable  to  exhibit  them,  in 
heir  true  light,  in  this  report.  We  have  therefore  advised  the  agent  to  present 
he  subject,  in  person,  to  the  legislature,  in  order  to  make  the  necessary  cxplanu- 
wns,  which  he  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  do.  It  is  due  to  the  agent  to 
emark,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  ought,  in  our  opinion,  entirely  to  cx- 
nJpate  him  from  censure." 

TbU  departure  from  rectitude,  we  aru  informed,  was  occasioned  by 

ntempcrance.     Mr.  Bodley  died  of  delirium  tremens  in  great  horror. 

• 

Departure  from  the  Principle  of  Solitary  Confinement  at  Night.— 

The  inspectors  say,  in  their  report  to  the  legislature, — 

"  The  number  now  in  Prison  is  nearly  six  hundred  and  .fifty,  exceeding  tJ»e 
umber  of  solitary  celts  by  about  one  hundred.  Already  the  discipline  of  this 
'rison  has  suffered  and  is  suffering,  from  the  necessary  contact,  in  uriny  cases, 
f  two  convicts  in  the  same  dormitory.  And  the  prospect  is,  that,  without  sum*' 
peedy  provision  to  remedy  the  evil,  it  will  be  augmented  to  such  a  dcgqi'f.  an,  in 
Beet,  to  throw  us  back  upon  the  old  system  of  unrestrained  intercourse*  aiuon^ 
rim  inn  Is.  From  accounts  which  have  reached  us  of  the  rapid  increase  ;••.  the 
ling-Sing  Prison,  there  is^good  reason  to  apprehend,  that  it  will  soon  Ik.  necessary 
>  enlarge  this  Prison  district,  and  consequently  crowd  this  institution  still  more 
rith  convicts.  This  state  of  things  admonishes  us  that  the  time  has  already  ar- 
ived  for  deciding  between  the  alternative  of  providing  an  additional  number  of 
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the  preceding  year ;  hut  since  that  period,  an  additional  expense  of  (wo  hundretf 
seventy -two  dollars  thirty -two  cents  has  been  incurred  in  fitting  up  a  chapel 
within  the  Prison,  which  is  not  included  in  tin*  balance  above  stated  in  favor  of 
the  institution.  Should  the  concerns  of  the  Prison  continue  to  be  managed  in 
the  present  faithful,  prudent  and  skilful  manner,  it  is  a  fair  presumption  tint 
hereafter  there  will  be  an  annua)  net  gain  to  the  state  from  the  institution,  of  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

"  The  importance  of  maintaining  the  penitentiary  system  is  too  great,  in  a  moral 
and  humane,  as  well  as  in  a  pecuniary,  point  of  view,  to  escape  the  attention 
of  the  legislature ;  and  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  urge  a  perseverance  in  pursuing 
an  improvement  in  the  penal  police  of  our  state,  which  was  so  happily  com- 
menced, and  which  has  been  followed  with  such  signal  success. 

."  We  learn  with  painful  regret,  that  a  sister  state/  ailer  a  trial  too  short  to  lead 
to  any  definite  and  certain  results,  has  recently  abandoned  the  penitentiary  sys- 
tem, as  altogether  inadequate  to  meet  the  endu  of  justice,  and  ineffectual  in  tin- 
reformation  of  those  who  had  rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  sanctions  of 
her  laws.  The  friends  of  humanity  cannot  but  lament  an  act  so  premature  ;  nor 
can  they  consider  the  mode  of  punishment  by  the  infliction  of  stripes,  which  sbr 
has  substituted  for  the  milder  system  which  we  cherish  with  so  much  care  and 
success,  but  as  inhumane  and  barbarous  in  the  extreme ;  stamping  the  offender* 
with  endless  infamy,  confirming  them  in  deadly  hostility  to  the  nuinsn  familr, 
and  speeding  them  on  in  their  desperate  course  to  destruction. 

"  The  best  interests  of  our  country,  and  the  most  holy  feelings  of  the  benevoleut 
heart,  are  intimately  connected  with  this  all  important  subject;  and  they  admon- 
ish vs  to  examine  it  with  a  single  eye  to  the  safety  of  the  virtuous,  and  the 
reformation  of  the  vicious;  both  of  which  object*,  it  in  most  confidently,  believed, 
the  penitentiary  system  is  eminently  calculated  to  promote/' 

Mrs.  Sigoirrney  1ms  prepared  a  beautiful  notice,  in  her  own  happv 
manner,  of  the  Bible  class  in  the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  and  also 
an  evening  hymn  for  the  females  to  sing  before  they  retire  to  rest.  In 
gratitude  to  her,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  world,  we  propose  to  stereo- 
type them  both  in  this  Report.  It  is  very  kind  and  useful  for  L.  H.  S. 
thus  to  notice  the  inmates  of  this  institution. 


The  Bible  Class  in  the  Connecticut  State 
I'risrm. 

I  saw  tliem  bending  o'er  that  holy  page. 
Whose  breath  is  immortality.    There  seemed 
No  sadness  on  their  features ;  to  their  limbs 
No  fetters  clung ;  and  they,  whose  enrlv  yearn 
Had  told  dark  tales  of  wretchedness  and  shame, 
lifted  a  calm,  clear  eye. 

Amuzed,!  asked, 
Is  this  a  prison  ?  and  are  these  the  men 
Whom  Justice  from  the  worlds  sweet  fellowship 
Hath  sternly  severed  ? 

But  a  voice  replied, 
God's  spirit  hath  been  here.    Serene  it  came 
Into  the  cells  where  guilt  and  pimiVhinent 
Rivet  her  chains,  making  me  victim's  life 
A  hated  burden,  and  his  liope  despair ! 

It  came ! — Rebellion  laid  Lis  weapons  down ; 
The  flinty  breast  grew  soft  ;  tiic  rugged  brow 
Gave  channels  for  the  tear  of  penitence  ; 
And  souls,  which  sin  had  blotted  from  their  raeo 
As  a  foul  gangrene,  to  the  Ileoler  turned — 
Bathed,  and  were  whole. 

So  now,  with  humble  step, 
Their  penal  course  they  uicarfure,  giving  still 
The  duy  to  toil,  and  meeting  every  night, 
In  solitude,  re  fleet  ion's  c  hurt  en  in*  glance, 
Which  wound*  to  purify.    There,  too,  doth  glide 
Fair  Charity,  prompting  trt  deed*  divine 
The  unaccustomed  pupil,  while  he  cons, 
if  id  the  deep  silence  of  a  lonely  bed, 
His  Itihle  I.'kmii  ;  seeks  a  deeper  mot 
For  Christian  purposes,  or  untie ipatea 
Glad  Freedom's  sacred  gift. 


Yi:  whom  our  <Jod 
Hath  held  from  deep  transgression,  be  uxt  proud, 
Nor,  in  the  heat  ot  rnwuion,  baste  to  weieh 
A  brother's  fault.     The  eternal  Judge  hiuuell' 
(When  h\  the  sin  of  ingrnte  Adam  mo>ed) 
Came  not  to  Kdeu  tilHae  cool  of  day. 
And  siure  that  hour,  when  nr*t  the  Tfifcbl 

swurd 
Hung  o'er  the  forfeit  gate  of  Paradl«e, 
Man  hath  been  wayward,  weak, and  pnmetoftll 
Beneath  temptation'*  wile,  mid  so  must  be 
Unto  the  dooms-day  burning. 

Then  let  his  bitrerext  discipline  be  mixed 
In  Norcy's  cup, — that  mi  the  prison  cell 
May  work  his  soul's  salvation  :  and  the  u  br»  • 
Like,  u  schoolmaster1 '  severe,  the  truant  brisd 
To  Christ,  his  advocate  and  riclUeousaes*. 

L.  H.  *»• 

Hertford. 


Written  for  the  Females  in  the  State  Prusv 
at  ll'e'thersjielct,  Conn.,  to  sing  before  Eren- 
wg  Prayers. 

The  silent  curtain*  of  the  night 
Kach  lonely  cell  surround  ; 

God's  dwelling  is  in  perfect  light, 
His  mercy  hath  no  bound. 

Stilton  the  sinful  and  the  vile 

His  daily  bounties  fall  ; 
Hi*  rising  sun  with  cheerful  smite 

Jlispenscs  good  to  all. 


*  Georgia. 
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Ths  w*j  of  wickedness  ii  hard  ; 

lie  bitter  fruit*  w»  know  ; 
Shams  in  thin  world  it  its  reward, 

And  in  the  future,  100. 

Oh  thou  who  966*11  us  while  we  pay 
The  pe nance  of  our  guilt ! 

Cast  not  our  noula  condemned  away  j 
Ohrist's  blood  for  as  was  spilt. 


Deep  root,  within  a  heart  subdued, 
■  May  true  repentance  take ; 
And  be  its  fruit*  a  life  renewed, 
For  the  Redeemer's  sake. 

Uplift  our  spirits  from  the  ground ; 

Give  to  our  darkness  light : — 
Oh  thou  whose  mercies  have  no  bound  t 

Preserve  us  safe  this  night. 


NEW  YORK. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt — The  law  of  April  26,  1831,  to  abolisk 
imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors,  did  not  go  into 
operation  till  March  1,  1832,  on  sums  less  than  fifty  dollars;  nor  till 
June  1,  1832,  on  sums  above  fifty  dollars.  In  our  last  Report,  we  re- 
marked that  the  great  evil  which  this  law  is  intended  to  remedy, 
whether  it  shall  prove  effectual  or  not,  is  the  incarceration,  according 
to  the  best  estimates  we  can  make,  of  10,000  persons  annually.  Our 
only  fear  was,  that  it  would  not  produce  the  effects  which  its  title 
would  lead  the  people  to  expect.  In  this,  however,  we  are  agreeably  dis- 
appointed. Although  the  law  has  not  yet  gone  into  operation  on  sums 
above  fifty  dollars,  it  has  already  almost  entirely  cleared  the,  Jails  of  this 
great  state,  containing  almost  2,000,000  of  inhabitants,  or  nearly  one 
sixth  part  of  our  whole  country's  population,  from  poor  debtors.  In 
this  fact  all  the  sheriffs  and  jailers,  from  whom  we  have  received  returns, 
agree.  And  although  they  do  not  agree  so  entirely  as  to  the  effect  on 
the  public  mind,  yet,  as  a  general  fact,  their  testimony  is,  that  it  meets 
.he  approbation  of  almost  all  classes.  The  letters  we  shall  publish  at 
length,  as  containing  authentic  testimony,  from  witnesses  testifying,  in 
some  sense,  against  their  own  interest,  in  regard  to  the  results  of  a  law 
of  vast  importance  to  public  morals  and  personal  liberty. 


Letter  from  E.  C.  Barton,  dated  Troy,  May  10, 1832. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  The  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent 
debtors,  has  so  recently  gone  into  operation,  that  we  can  form  but  an  imperfect 
opinion  of  all  its  effects.  It  has,  however,  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt ;  for  no  citizen  of  this  state  can  be  imprisoned  for  debt,  except  as  a 
fraudulent  debtor ;  and  they  by  the  act  are  declared  criminals,  and  are  imprisoned 
as  such.  There  are  at  this  time  none  in  close  confinement,  in  this  Jail,  for  debt, 
ind  but  eleven  on  the  limits.  All  persons  confined,  either  in  the  Jail,  or  on  the 
limits,  for  debt,  on  executions  issued  by  justices*  courts,  were  discharged  on  the  2d 
of  March  last.  The  eleven  now  on  the  limits  were  committed  on  executions  out 
at"  courts  of  record,  for  debts  exceeding  fitly  dollars,  and  will  be  entitled  to  a  dis- 
charge on  the  2d  of  June  next.  By  virtue  of  my  office,  I  took  charge  of  the  Jail 
on  the  2d  of  January  last.  There  were  at  that  time  between  sixty  and  seventy 
on  the  limits,  and  four  in  close  confinement  for  debt.  About  that  time,  people  be- 
gan to  press  the  collection  of  their  small  doubtful  debts,  and  there  were  committed, 
From  the  2d  of  January  to  the  27th  of  February,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
persons  for  debt,  which  was  an  unusually  large  number.  The  average  number  in 
close  confinement,  during  that  time,  was  nine.  I  am  informed  by  my  clerk  (who 
was  also  clerk  to  the  late  sheriff)  that  the  average  number  on  the  limits,  previous 
to  November,  1831,  was  about  fifty,  and  the  number  in  close  confinement,  three. 
Many,  I  should  think  a  majority  of  all  classes,  complain  of  the  operations  of  the 
law  ;  but  those  who  complain  most  are  small  dealers  in  the  mercantile  line,  and 
mechanics.  I  am  respectfully  yours,  &c. 

E.  C.  BARTOH." 
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Letter  from  Benjamin  Hareourt,  dated  Kingston,  May  10, 1898. 

11  Siri 

"  I  received  a  line  from  you,  requesting  me  to  give  you  some  information 

respecting  the  effect  of  that  law  which  was  passed  in  April,  1831,  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors.  There  were  fbrty-ive 
debtors  confined  in  this  Prison,  and  on  the  limits,  and  five  in  Jail  for  criminal  of- 
fences. The  prisoners  for  debt  were  all  liberated  on  the  second  day  of  March, 
1632,  as  there  were  not  any  of  the  creditors  appeared  against  them ;  tne  people  did 
not  in  general  understand  the  law,  or  there  would  have  been  several  or  the  debt* 
ors  which  would  not  have  been  liberated,  in  consequence  of  their  acting  fraudu- 
lently. The  people  in  this  county  in  general  are  not  satisfied  with  the  law  at  it 
is  at  present.  They  would  have  been  better  satisfied,  if  it  had  not  effected  the 
contracts  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  1832,  when  this  law  took  effect. 

BENJAMIN  HARCOURT,  Sheriff." 

Letter  from  Zopher  Finch,  dated  Orange  County,  Goshen,  May  12, 1832. 

11  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  4th  of  Mar, 
1832,  asking  for  information  on  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the 
Prison  under  my  care.  I  answer,  it  has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt  in  this  county.  You  ask  how  many  are  at  present  in  Prison  for  debt 
None  j  and  at  this  time  but  one  confined  on  the  limits.  You  also  wish  to  know 
the  average  number  before  the  effect  of  the  law  of  1831.  I  can  only  give  tou 
answers  from  the  first  of  January,  1832,  to  this  time,  as  that  was  the  time  when 
this  Prison  was  put  under  my  care  From  the  first  of  January  to  the  first  of 
March,  I  received  forty-five  debtors ;  more  than  half  of  whom  were  confined  in 
Prison.  Since  the  first  of  March,  I  have  received  but  two  ;  one  a  constable,  for 
official  misconduct,  now  on  the  limits ;  and  the  other  a  stage-driver,  for  trespass 
or  misconduct.  The  operation  of  the  new  law  is  borne  with  moch  less  complaint 
by  all  classes  of  people  than  was  expected.  In  some  cases,  there  is  some  com- 
plaint about  the  power  of  holding  defendants  to  bail.  Some  say  that,  in  many 
civil  cases,  that  power  is  necessary,  and  as  the  law  now  is.  it  is  attended  with  in- 
convenience ;  but,  with  some  trilling  alterations,  it  is  believed  that  the  law  will 
be  approved  of. 

Yours  respectfully, 

ZOPHER  FINCH,  Jailer  of  Orange  OnaUyr 

Letter  from  Isaac  Sweezey,  dated  Riverhead,  Suffolk  County  House,  Aeu>  Fori, 

May  12, 1832. 

"  Sir, 

"  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  inform  you  that  the  law  alluded  to 
in  your  letter  has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  Jail  un- 
der my  charge.  The  average  number  in  Prison  and  on  the  limits,  previous  to  1st 
March,  1832,  would  be  about  three,  and  seven  were  discharged  when  the  law 
took  effect.  Except  some  few  individuals,  say  constables,  small  lawyers,  and 
rum-sellers,  it  is  believed  the  people  generally  approve  of  the  law. 

Respectfully  yours, 

ISAAC  SWEEZEY,  Jailer  Suffolk  Coimfy." 

Letter  from  Nelson  Cole,  dated  Ovid,  May  13, 1832. 
"Dear  Sir, 

"  I  received  yours  of  May  4th,  soliciting  my  opinion  relative  to  the  law 
of  April,  1831,  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors. 
The  system  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  is  in  my  opinion  a  pood  one,  but  1 
think  it  ought  not  to  affect  contracts  made  previous  to  the  law.  It  appears  to  be 
taking  a  partial  right  from  the  creditor,  and  living  it  to  the  debtor.  The  law  has 
had  a  very  material  effect  on  imprisonment  for  debt  at  this  place.  At  the  present 
time,  I  have  but  two  imprisoned  for  debt,  both  on  the  limits,  and  both  we  era 
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fifty  dollars.  One  was  committed  on  the  first  of  March,  and  one  put  on  siace, 
which  is  the  only  case  for  debt  since  that  time.  I  discharged,  on  the  second  day 
of  March  last,  sixteen  from  this  Jail  and  limits.  The  average  number  heretofore 
was  probably  about  six. 

"  The  law  is  most  complained  of  by  those  that  have  the  most  debts  standing  out 
against  a  certain  class,  of  men,  that  are  destitute  of  property  or  honor.  There  are 
within  my  knowledge  very  many  who  will  lose  large  amounts  now,  who,  if  the 
law  had  not  affected  back  contracts,  would  have  lost  but  little.  The  law  is  gener- 
ally approved ,  with  the  exception  that  I  have  made,  of  its  affecting  back  contracts ; 
but  without  that  exception,  it  is  generally  complained  of.    In  haste, 

Tours,  with  respect, 

NELSON  COLE,  Deputy  Sheriff  and  Jailer  r 

Letter  from  Thomas  Crook,  dated  Plattsburgh,  May  14, 1832. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  In  reply  to  your  circular  of  the  4th  inst.,  received  on  Saturday,  I  an- 
swer— the  law  of  April,  1831,  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish 
fraudulent  debtors,  has  had  its  full  and  intended  effect.  There  is  not  a  single  per- 
son in  this  county,  now  in  confinement,  or  on  the  limits,  for  debt.  From  the  1st 
January  last,  to  the  1st  March,  there  were  seventy -two  commitments  for  debt: 
thirty -three  were  discharged  i'roni  the  limits  on  the  first  of  March  :  from  that  time 
to  this,  there  have  been  but  two  commitments  for  debt,  both  non-resident  debtors. 
The  probable  average,  previous  to  this  law,  was  about  thirty.  The  only  class  of 
persons  complaining  oi  tlie  operation  of  the  new  law  are  speculators.  The  peo- 
ple generally  approve  of  it.  The  business  and  fees  of  the  jailer  are  very  much 
lessened,  but  the  moral  character  of  society  is  in  my  opinion  increasing ;  and, 
contrary  to  the  suggestions  of  some,  the  poor  do  not  suffer  in  consequence  of  a 
loss  o£  credit 

Yours,  &c., 

THOMAS  CROOK,  Sheriff  of  Clinton  County." 


Letter  from  Josiah  Bealls,  dated  Watatown  Jail,  May  14, 1832. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  In  answer  to  the  several  inquiries  contained  in  your  communication  of 
the  4th  inst.,  relative  to  the  law  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  punish 
fraudulent  debtors,  I  would  reply,  that,  in  this  county,  it  has  had  the  effect  most 
clearly  to  answer  the  desired  end.  At  this  time,  there  is  not  one  debtor,  either  in 
close  confinement,  or  bailed  to  the  Jail  limits,  except  some  few  who  were  com- 
mitted on  ca.sa.  issued  on  judgments  obtained  in  courts  of  record,  and  who,  from 
the  provisions  of  that  statute  are  precluded  from  its  benefits  until  the  first  day  of 
June  next ;  neither  has  there  been  but  one  commitment  since  the  law  went  into 
operation,  which  was  in  an  action  for  a  wrong  done  ;  nor  have  I  heard  of  but  one 
case  of  proceedings  under  that  part  of  the  act  which  punishes  fraudulent  debtors, 
and  that  was  compromised  by  the  parties,  before  the  debtor  was  committed  to  Jail. 
The  number  of  debtors  committed  the  year  preceding  the  2d  March  last,  was 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  average  number  the  two  years  before 
that,  was  about  three  hundred  and  eighty.  So  far  as  my  observation  has  extend- 
ed, I  think  the  law  meets  the  general  approbation  of  the  business  part  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  entire  approbation  of  that  class  of  people  who  were  most  subject 
to  the  severity  of  the  former  laws. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  BEALLS/' 


Letter  from  Simeon  Matt,  dated  Aubwrn,May  14,1832. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"Yours  of  the  4th  inst  has  been  duly  received ;  and  I  hasten  to  answer 
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(from  what  I  have  teen  of  its  operation)  that  it  will  be  far  superior  to  the  former 
law.  The  law  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors,  I  think,  will  have  the  desired  effect, 
when  fully  understood.  Your  next  is,  Has  it  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment, Sue.  ?  It  has.  On  tlie  2d  day  of  March  last,  every  person  confined  in  Jail  for 
debt  delivered  me  their  affidavits  and  were  discharged.  Also  those  on  the  limits 
were  discharged.  Your  third  is,  How  many  persons  arc  there  in  close  confine- 
ment, or  on  the  limits,  at  the  present  time,  &c.  ?  There  are  none  in  close  confine- 
ment for  debt.  There  are  four  on  the  limits ;  three  of  them  were  committed  on 
ca.sas.  previous  to  the  first  of  March;  the  other  since,  for  moneys  collected  as  an 
officer,  and  not  making  due  returns.  Your  fourth  is,  What  was  about  the  aver- 
age number  before  the  law  of  1831  ?  As  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  it  was  about  one 
hundred  and  fifly.  Your  fifth  is,  Who  complain  the  most  of  the  law  ?  When 
the  law  first  took  effect,  the  merchants  were  most  opposed  to  it ;  but  the  more  they 
have  become  acquainted  witii  it.  the  less  they  disapprove  of  it.  Your  sixth  and 
last  is,  Do  the  people  jrene rally  approve  of  it  ?  As  far  as  my  knowledge  extendi, 
I  think  they  do  ;  but  i  can  judge  more  correctly  when  it  is  m  full  operation. 

u  I  think,  sir,  the  law  will  have  a  salutary  effect  when  once  in  full  operation, 
from  whdt  I  have  thus  far  seen  of  it.  Those  persons  who  have  been  in  tlie  habit 
of  secreting  their  property,  and  going  to  Jail  to  pay  their  dch{s,  are  compelled  by 
this  law  to  give  up  their  property,  or  be  punished  as  petty  felons.  It  has  also 
stopped  the  merchants  from  crediting  those  idle  men  who  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  depending  on  credit  for  their  support.    They  have  now  got  to  labor  or  starve. 

SIMEON  MOTT,  Jailer  of  Cayuga  County." 


Letter  from  Isaac  I.  Yates,  dated  Schenectady,  New  York,  May  15, 1832. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  circular  addressed  to  me  on  the  subject  of  the  non-imprisonment 
law  in  this  state,  has  been  received,  and  1  would  take  pleasure  in  giving  an  an- 
swer to  all  your  inquiries  had  they  been  more  definite.  As  they  are,  I  confe*  I 
cannot  fully  understand  your  meaning.  You  ask.  among  other  things,  whether  the 
law  of  April,  ld31 ,  has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  Prison 
under  my  care.  This  question  implies  your  belief  either  that  our  legislature  en- 
act laws  which  they  do  not  suffer  to  go  into  operation,  or  that,  if  they  do  go  into 
operation,  the  people  of  this  state  discountenance  them.  The  law  has  gone  into 
operation,  and  haB  had  the  effect  intended.  Imprisonment  for  debt  is  abolished  by 
that  law,  except  in  cases  mentioned  by  the  act,  and  which  are  as  follows:  lit. 
"  Where  a  person  has  not  resided  in  the  state  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  commencement  of  a  suit  upon  which  a  judgment  was  render- 
ed,' &c.  2d.  That  such  judgment  was  for  the  recovery  of  money  collected  by  any 
public  officer.  3d.  For  official  misconduct,  or  neglect  of  duty.  4th.  For  damages 
for  misconduct  or  neglect  in  any  professional  employment-  In  ae'ions  of  tres- 
pass, trover,  and  actions  on  the.  case,  a  |>ersoii  ir  proceeded  against  in  tlie  same 
manner  as  is  laid  down  in  the  old  law,  and  for  any  judgment  recovered  against 
him,  his  body  is  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  and  the  new  law  gives  him  no  relief 
Every  person  who  was  confineu  on  the  limits  of  this  county  oil  a  judgment  found- 
ed upon  a  contract  expressed  or  implied,  received  his  discharge  from  imprison- 
ment on  the  1st  day  of  March  last.  The  average  number  of  persons  confined  be- 
fore the  law  took  effect  was  ten.  At  present,  not  a  single  person  is  on  the  limits- 
or  in  close  confinement  for  debt.     * 

"  All  classes  of  persons  complain  of  the  operation  of  the  non-imprisonment 
law.  The  passage  of  that  law  was  intended,  by  our  legislatnre,  to  benefit  the 
poorer  classes  of  community  ;  but  they  do  not  consider  it  a  benefit :  not  one  poor 
man  out  of  fifty  expresses  himself  in  favor  of  tlie  law  ;  and  almost  invariably, 
when  a  man  of  this  description  is  heard  to  express  himself  in  favor  of  the  law,  he 
proves  to  be  of  that  caste  who  pride  themselves  upon  defrauding  an  honest  cred- 
itor out  of  his  just  demand,  and  who,  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  law.  were 
fond  of  taking  the  limits,  and  in  that  manner  to  pay  an  honest  debt.  JSuch  men 
will  now  say,  with  exultation,  "  The  \st  of  March  has  passed;  ire  hare  no  prsr 
erty.  and  our  bodies  are  deary  I  have  heard  many  of  our  merchants  remark* 
thai  they  find  greater  difficulty  in  collecting  their  debts,  than  they  had  before  tbt 
je  of  the  law.  While  imprisonment  was  held  m  terrorem  over  them,  tkff 
of  this  evil  spurred  them  on  to  exertion.    Now  that  this  evil  is  ramovei, 
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ire  more  careless  and  unconcerned  on  the  subject.    As  far  48  my  obser* 
extends,  the  .people  in  this  vicinity  are  generally  opposed  to  the  law. 
With  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  I.  YATES,  Sheriff: 

'from  I.  S.  Palmer9  dated  MorrisvilU,  Madison  County,  May  16, 1832. 

ear  Sir, 

"  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  May  4,  1832 — The  law  of  April,  1831, 

you  mention,  took  effect  on  the  first  of  March  last.  So  far  as  my  observa- 
»xtend,  I  think  the  effect  of  that  law  has  been  to  discontinue  credit  to  those 
re  not  inclined  to  pay  their  honest  debts.  Those  who  have  established  a 
:ter  for  honesty,  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  credit.  Several  indictments 
>een  filed  iu  our  court  against  fraudulent  debtors.    A  check  has  been  given 

conveying  of  personal  property  without  consideration.  In  this  county, 
twenty-five  were  imprisoned  for  debt  on  the  1st  of  March ;  and  on  the  3d 
jrch,all  except  two  were  discharged.  No  one  is  imprisoned  now  in  this  court* 
her  in  Jail,  or  on  the  Jail  limits,  for  debt,  and  only  two  for  crime.  The  av- 
number  before  the  passage  of  that  law.  as  I  am  informed,  was  about  thirty- 
.  the  time  of  haying  and  harvesting,  and  about  fifteen  in  the  winter  season, 
ler  seasons  of  the  vear,  I  have  had  no  information.  I  have  heard  individuals 
ain  of  the  law.  but  no  class  of  men.  I  think  the  people  generally  ap- 
of  it ;  though  many  intelligent  men  think  the  law  might  have  been  passed 
implicated  than  it  now  is. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

I.  S.  PALMER,  Sheriff,  Madison  County." 


Letter  from  Francis  Armstrong,  dated  Owego,  May  16, 1832. 


r9 


"  I  will  attempt  to  answer  the  several  inquiries  you  have  made,  with 
irr.  I  have  been  keeper  of  the  Jail  of  Tioga  county,  at  Owego,  since  the 
January,  1829.  When  I  came  here,  there  were  but  two  debtors  confined, 
ley  had  the  limits,  which  extend  over  the  whole  village.  The  average  num- 
rom  that  time  to  the  1st  March,  1832,  which  was  the  time  the  new  law  took 
,  could  not  be  more  than  four.  On  the  1st  March,  1832,  there  were  eight, 
whom  had  the  privilege  of  the  limits.  There  have  been  none  since  that  time 
wned  for  debt. 

he  persons  who  complain  most  are  merchants  and  mechanics,  such  as 
been  in  the  habit  of  trusting  poor  people,  and  taking  labor  and  any  thing  . 
ley  could  pay.  The  merchants  in  this  county,  throughout,  have  been  in 
actice  of  giving  long  credits.  Suck  complain.  The  poor  people  that  are  in 
and  have  nothing  to  pay  with  are  pleased  ;  and  there  are  out  few  such,  ex- 
hose  who  are  intemperate.  Seldom  have  any  been  put  to  Jail  but  such  as 
temperate ;  and  not  in  one  instance  have  any  but  transient  persons  been 
n  close  confinement,  except  when  first  committed,  and  wliile  in  a  state  of  in-, 
ktion.  and  then  only  until  they  would  get  fairly  sober,  say  two  or  three  days, 
they  were  liberated,  sometimes  by  giving  bond  for  limits  ;  sometimes  by  se- 
i  the  debt ;  but  in  most  cases,  by  being  discharged  by  the  plaintiffs,  when 
teere  satisfied  they  had  nothing  to  pay.  There  is  one  other  Jail  in  this  county, 
nira.    They  have  done  a  trifle  more  business  than  has  been  done  at  this 

Respectfully  yours, 

FRANCIS  ARMSTRONG, 

Under  Sheriff  and  Jailer,  Tioga  County:* 


Letter  from  Jno.  Gibson,  dated  New  York  City,  May  17, 1832. 
"ear  Sir, 

"  I  bog  leave  to  forward  to  you  my  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst. 
il  I  can  say  at  present  on  the  subject  referred  to.  The  full  force  of  the  law 
»t  be  brought  into  operation  till  June  mad  it  will  take  some  time  after  tkss\\ 


1 


961  PRISON  DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY. 

period,  to  judge  correctly  ^>f  its  effects.  I  should  say  it  has  undoubtedly  dot* 
much  good  in  relieving  the  small  debtors,  if  poor  and  honest.  So  fax  it  has 
worked  well ;  but  how  tar  the  construction  of  fraud  may  become  a  source  of  abuse, 
time  alone  can  show.  Again,  there  are  many  cases  provided  for  in  this  statute, 
that  have  not  been  argued  but  in  private.  On  what  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  these  cases  may  be,  there  appears  a  diversity  of  opinions,  and  till  a  legal  decis- 
ion is  given  in  each  case,  and  such  decision  acted  on,  I  could  not,  with  propriety, 
give  any  settled  opinion  on  what  may  be  the  general  effect  of  the  new  taw  on 
tne  interests  of  this  community. 

"  1.  The  law  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  does  not  go  into  full  effect  till 
June,  and  from  its,  as  yet,  partial  operation,  it  is  difficult  to  give  an  opinion,  N# 
case  of  fraud,  under  this  statute,  has  yet  come  to  my  knowledge. 

"  2.  To  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law,  we  can  only  presume  it  has.  Bat 
by  the  statute  it  would  appear,  it  does  not  contemplate  entire  abolition  of  impris- 
onment on  civil  process. 

"  3.  There  are  twelve  in  close  confinement,  a  portion  of  whom  will  be  liberated 
when  the  law  goes  into  full  effect.  There  are  about  three  hundred  on  the  limits ; 
many  of  these  will  also  find  relief  in  June. 

"  4.  The  average  number  in  confinement  was  about  twenty-five ;  on  the  limits 
four  hundred. 

"  5.  It  is  generally  disapproved  of. 

"  6.  They  do  not.  The  people  have  an  erroneous  idea,  that  when  the  law  went 
into  operation,  in  March,  there  would  have  been  no  further  necessity  for  a  Jail. 
They  believe  the  law  to  be,  what  it  professes  to  be, '  A  law  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt,'  in  its  strictest  sense  ;  and  it  is  less  than  they  expected.  A  vague 
oath  of  an  interested  man's  belief,  which  is  difficult  to  disprove,  may  still  horn  a 
citizen  to  bail,  or  imprison  him  with  criminals.  A  man  must  be  a  resident  one 
month  in  the  state,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  or  he  cannot  de- 
rive any  benefit  from  this  law. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir, 

Yours  very  obediently. 

JNO.   GIBSON." 

Letter  from  Peter  Smithy  dated  Johnstown,  Montgomery  County,  jV.  York, 

May  17, 1832. 

"  Sir, 

"  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  4th  inst.,  I  have  tt 
■tote, 

"  1.  That  the  operation  of  the  law  of  April,  1831,  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors,  so  far  as  my  information  extends,  lias, 
tluroughout  this  state,  had  the  effect  for  which  it  was  'designed,  so  far  as  the  abol- 
ishing of  imprisonment  for  debt  extends ;  but  whether  it  punishes  fnrudulaU 
debtors,  I  know  not,  as  no  instances  of  its  having  been  tested,  in  this  particular, 
have  come  to  my  knowledge.  It  is  supposed  to  have  diminished  litigation  in 
justices'  courts  for  actions  of  contract,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  said  to  have  dons 
so  in  the  courts  of  superior  jurisdiction. 

"  2.  It  has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  Prison  under 
my  care. 

"  3.  There  arc  no  persons  confined  on  the  limits  of  the  Prison,  or  in  the  Prison 
itself,  under  my  care,  for  debt. 

"  4.  The  average  number  of  prisoners,  antecedently  to  the  time  when  this  la* 
took  effect,  was  about  twenty. 

"  5  &  6.  1  cannot  satisfactorily  answer  these  questions,  as  the  law  has  not 
been  long  enough  in  operation,  to  form  a  correct  opinion  relative  to  the  estimation 
in  which  it  is  held  by  the  public  generally,  or  by  particular  classes  of  indi- 
viduals. Yours  respectfully, 

PETER  SMITH." 

Letter  from  Setk  W.  Holmes,  dated  Mayville,  May  17, 1832. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  In  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  aboi- 
iahing  imprisonment  for  debt,  passed  April,  1831,  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  I 
•an.  however  state,  that  a  number  of  debtors^  to  my  knowledge,  have  been  ooav 
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pelJed  under  the  new  law  to  pay  their  debts,  who  had  successfully  managed  under 
the  old  law  to  keep  their  creditors  out  of  their  money.  The  new  law,  in  regard 
to  imprisonment  for  debt,  has  cleared  the  Jail  of  this  county,  or  nearly  so  ;  there 
being  but  two  now  on  the  limits,  one  of  whom  will  be  discharged  under  said  act 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  courts  of  record. 

"  There  are  none  in  clow;  confinement  in  our  Jail  for  debt  or  any  other  offence — 
a  circumstance  which  has  rarely,  if  ever,  occurred  in  this  county  for  a  number 
of  years ;  nor  have  there  been  any  committed  to  Jail,  charged  with  fraud  under 
the  said  act. 

"  The  average  number  of  persons  confined  on  the  limits,  or  in  Jail,  for  debt, 
would  be  from  ten  to  twelve.  Sometimes  the  number  on  the  limits  might  be  as 
high  as  twenty  or  thirty. 

"  The  time  has  been  so  short,  since  the  new  law  took  effect,  that  I  can  scarcely 
state  what  class  of  people  condemn  it  most.  There  are  three  classes  of  people  who 
complain  of  the  law  : — 1st,  the  poorer  class,  who  have  no  more  property  than  the 
law  exempts  from  execution  or  attachment ; — 2d,  those  who  have  property  enough 
to  pay  their  debts,  but  would  rather  secrete  their  property,  and  run  the  chance  of 
being  imprisoned  thirty  days,  than  pay  their  debts ; — and  3d,  those  who  do  not 
wish  to  break  in  upon  old  established  principles  and  rules.  There  are,  however,  a 
large  majority,  I  think,  who  approve  of  the  principles  on  which  the  law  is  found- 
ed.— It  will,  undoubtedly;  operate  hardest,  for  a  while,  on  those  who  arc  within 
exemptions  of  the  law,  who  have  no  security  to  give  to  their  creditors,  and  who 
have  not  established  their  credit  for  honesty  and  punctual  payment  of  their  small 
debts.  But  1  apprehend  it  will  have  a  good  result  on  society,  by  making  more 
distinction  between  the  honest,  punctual  poor  man,  and  the  dishonest  poor  man, 
and  serve  to  make  the  man  who  depends  on  character  as  security  to  obtain  neces- 
sary accommodations,  prompt,  if  he  is  naturally  dishonest. 

"  The  number  of  persons  discharged  from  the  limits  and  close  confinement,  on 
the  day  the  law  went  into  operation,  was  twenty-seven.  « 

*'  It  was  generally  apprehended,  that,  when  the  late  law  went  into  effect,  litiga- 
tion would  increase ;  but,  so  far  as  1  have  been  able  to  judge,  it  has  decreased 
more  than  one  half;  but  of  this  we  are  not  yet  prepared  to  judge. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Your  humble  servant, 

SETH  W.  HOLMES,  Under  Sheriff  and  Jailer." 

Letter  from  F.  E.  Spinner,  dated  Herkimer,  May  22, 1832. 
»  Sir, 

"  Tour  circular  of  4th  inst.  is  received.  I  have  not  the  leisure  to  enter 
minutely  into  the  details  of  the  operation  of  the  law  to  which  it  refers.  I  can 
only  say,  in  answer  to  your  first  inquiry,  that  it  has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment as  far  as  it  contemplated.  There  is  no  person  at  present  in  close  con- 
finement in  this  Prison  for  a  debt,  and  there  has  been  but  one  since  the  time  the 
act  took  effect,  which  was  for  a  trespass.  There  are  confined  to  the  Jail  liberties 
seven,  who  will  probably  all  be  discharged  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  above  referred  to.  On  the  day  on  which  the  law  took 
effect,  the  number  confined  to  the  limits  was  nearly  one  hundred ;  the  average 
number  before  that  time,  was  probably  about  half  that  number.  I  hear  no  com- 
plaints against  the  law,  except  from  constables. — There  have  as  yet  been  no  crim- 
inal proceedings  against  fraudulent  debtors. 

Yours,  &c. 

F.  E.  SPINNER." 

Letter  from  Abraham  Orion,  dated  Richmond  County,  State  of  JST.  York. 
"Sir, 

"  In  complying  with  your  request,  I  wish  to  inform  you,  that  the  law  you 
referred  to,  has  had  the  desired  effect,  in  the  full  extent.  Not  one  has  been  con- 
fined in  Jail,  or  on  the  limits,  since  the  first  of  March  last,  at  which  time  the  law 
took  effect  The  average  number  of  prisoners,  before  that  time,  in  Jail,  and  on 
the  limits,  as  near  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  was  not  more  than  tw#  or  three.  It  is 
generally  approved  of,  with  the  exception  of  merchants,  physicians,  and  men  of 
business,  that  cannot  help  trusting  more  or  less.  The  objection  is  raised  by  a 
~    r,  that  it  should  not  extend  to  debts  contracted  before  the  law  was  passed., 
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It  has  been  a  day  of  rejoicing  to  that  class  of  people  that  will  get  aH  the  tniit 
they  can,  and  pay  none,  if  they  can  avoid  it.  nut  upon  candid  reflection,  I  think 
it  will  be  a  good  thing.  While  some,  through  the  effect  of  imprisonment,  would 
vet  their  money,  numbers  would  be  lodged  in  Jail  for  thirty  days,  if  they  have  a 
family,  and  sixty  days,  if  they  have  none,  and  in  some  cases,  perhaps,  ninety  days, 
while  their  families  were  suffering ;  and,  after  all,  the  creditors  would  lose  their 
money,  and  have  the  cost  to  pay. 

Yours,. most  respectfully, 

ABRAHAM  ORTOIf." 


Letter  from  Dermis  StocKing,  dated  Catskill,  May  23, 1832. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

u  I  received  jour  circular  bearing  date  the  4th  May.  by  which  I  learn 
your  wish  to  obtain  information  relative  to  the  law  of  the  state  of  New  York  tn 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  passed  April,  1831 .  I  most  cheerfully  comply  with 
your  request,  and  will  answer  your  questions  as  far  as  1  am  able.  Tliere  hare 
been  no  debtors  confined  in  our  county  since  the  law  took  effect,  and  all  that  were 
previously  confined,  were  liberated,  at  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  three  who 
were  confined  upon  cm  sa. 

"  For  six  years  past,  the  average  number  of  debtors  has  been  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  per  year.  Your  question  with  respect  to  fraudulent  debtors  1  can- 
not answer,  and  for  this  reason — since  the  law  took  effect,  creditors  have  alinurf 
entirely  suspended  the  collection  of  their  debts.  Time  must  answer  the  question. 
There  is  very  little  said  as  yet  about  the  law.  Those  persons  who  complain  mo*tr 
as  far  as  my  observation  extends,  are  the  merchant,  and  the  poorer  class  of  men. 
On  the  whole,  I  do  not  think  the  law  is  generally  approved,  in  its  present 
form. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DENNIS  STOCKING,  Jailer  of  Greene  County,  A",  i." 


State  Prison  at  Auburn. — 

The  earnings  of  the  convicts  in  this  Prison,  during  the 
period  of  eleven  months,  ending  September  30,  1831, 
as  charged  to  the  contractors,  amounted  to     ....     36,209  44 

The  expenditures  during  the  same  period,  for  the  general 
support  and  repairs  of  the  Prison  (including  the  amount 
paid  to  discharge  convicts),  as  per  vouchers  rendered  to 
the  comptroller,  amounted  to 34.405  61 

Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Prison  of     ...     .     $1,803  83 

The  actual  receipts  during  the  year,  from  Prison  sources, 

including  those  from  visitors,  amouuted  to     ...     .      43,762  81 

To  this  must  be  added  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  the 

agent  on  the  31st  October,  1830,  4,*64  79 

$  4S.fi  1 4  60 
Deducting  expenditures  as  above  stated, 34,405  61 

Leaves  a  balance  in  the  agent's  hands,  30th  September, 

1831,  of 914,208  90 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1831,  the  number  of  convicts  in  the  Prison 
was  620.  At  the  close  of  the  same  year,  it  was  646 — showing  an  in- 
crease, during  the  year,  of  26,  including  60  received  from  the  Sing- 
Sing  Prison,  butt  exclusive  of  those,, a  decrease  in  the  present 
district  of  34. 


SEVENTH  REPORT — 1889.  ftB 


mplain  of  the  Prison  furnished  the  following  statement 
:he  former  character  and  habits  of  the  convicts. 
[  those  discharged  from  the  Prison  during  the  past  year,  by 
id  expiration  of  sentence,  there  were, 

erior  education, 2 

ent  common  education, 96 

y  poor  education, 65 

education,        30 

133 

i  number,  95  had  been  addicted  to  habits  of  intemperance, 
ale  convicts  remaining  in  Prison,  on  the  first  day  of  the  pres- 
may  be  classed,  with  reference  to  their  former  habits  of  drink- 
e  following  manner : 

intemperate, 209 

itely  intemperate  (regular  drinking,  and  occasional  in- 

ation,  or  either), .'    .    258 

rate  drinkers, 132 

.bstinents,  or  nearly  so, 19 


647 

;e,  346  were  under  the  influence  of  ardent  spirits  at  the  time 
nmission  of  their  crimes. 

orable  Conduct  of  the  Clerk. — The,  clerk  of  this  Prison,  Mr. 
k>dley,  died  during  the  last  year  ;  and  the  inspectors  make  the 
report  to  the  legislature  concerning  the  discharge  of  his  offi- 
3  highly  dishonorable  to  him.     They  say, — 

r  duty  to  state,  that,  upon  a  thorough  examination  of  the  books,  since 
''a  decease,  we  find,  towards  the  close  of  his  official  transactions,  some 
naccuracies  in  his  accounts,  and  are  constrained  to  admit  the  mortify- 
at  there  have  been  cash  receipts,  of  a  considerable  amount,  which  arc 
;d  for. 

errors  are  of  such  a  kind,  that  it  is  impracticable  to  exhibit  them,  in 
i«*ht,  in  this  report.  We  have  therefore  advised  the  agent  to  present 
,  in  person,  to  the  legislature,  in  order  to  make  the  necessary  cxplana- 
h  ho  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  do.  It  is  due  to  the  agent  to 
it  the  circumstances  of  the  case  ought,  in  our  opinion,  entirely  to  cx- 
l  from  censure." 

?parturc  from  rectitude,  we  are  informed,  was  occasioned  by 

nee.     Mr.  Bodlcy  died  of  delirium  tremens  in  great  horror. 

• 

urc  from  the  Principle  of  Solitary  Confinement  at  Night. — 

ictors  say,  in  their  report  to  the  legislature, — 

mber  now  in  Prison  is  nearly  six  hundred  and  .fifty,  exceeding  the 
solitary  cells  by  about  one  hundred.  Already  the  discipline  of  this 
suffered  and  is  suffering,  from  the  necessary  contact,  in  many  cases, 
victs  in  the  same  dormitory.  And  the  prospect  is,  that,  without  some 
vision  to  remedy  the  evil,  it  will  be  augmented  to  such  a  degree,  as,  in 
irow  us  back  upon  the  old  system  of  unrestrained  intercourse  among 
From  accounts  which  have  reached  us  of  the  rapid  increase  ot  the 
Prison,  there  is^jood  reason  to  apprehend,  that  it  will  soon  be  necessary 
this  Prison  district,  and  consequently  crowd  this  institution  still  more 
;ts.  This  state  of  things  admonishes  us  that  the  time  has  already  ar- 
sciding  between  the  alternative  of  providing  an  additional  number  of 
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solitary  cells,  or  of  abandoning  that  distinctive  and  essential  featare  of  our  systesi 
of  discipline.  which  has  given  it  all  Us  efficacy  and  celebrity,  and  upon  which  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  experiment  wholly  depends.  To  be  forced  upon  the.  latter 
alternative  wo  should  greatly  deplore.  Our  confidence  in  the  decidedly  refornia- 
tory  tendency  of  the  system,  when  allowed  its  free  and  full  operation,  uneubar- 
rasped  by  counteracting  causes,  remains  unshaken  ;  and  if  it  ever  fall  into  disuse. 
or  disrepute,  we  are  persuaded  it  will  be  owing  to  an  imperfect  application  of  it* 
simple  principle,  end  not  any  inherent  defect  in  the  system  itself.1 

"  Wf  therefore  respectfully  but  earuestlv  recommend  to  the  legislature,  the  ia- 
|.ie(!i.ite  appropriation  of  tea  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended,  under  the flirettina 
t'f  tlw  inspectors'  of  this  Prison,  in  the  erection  of  an  additional  number  of  soli 
t»ry  eells.  This  sum.  in  addition  to  the  available  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  agent, 
will,  it  is  believed,  tie  Mifticient  to  provide  for  the  separate  confinement,  not  011)7 
of  <.>ur  present  surplus,  but  of  the  probable  increase  at  tlus  Prison  by  4ap  enlarge- 
ment of  our  Prison  district,  during  the  ensuing  year." 

U  pives  us  unfeigned  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  legislature  made  pro- 
vision, before  tin;  close  of  the  last  session,  lor  the  erection  of  a  suffi- 
cient iiuuilmr  of  solitary  cells  to  remedy  this  evil. 

IK&yranful  and  unalh'viattil  Miseries  of  the  FamaUs  in  this  Prit 
on. — The  inspectors  miv, — 

"  Nothing  but  an  imperious  sense  of  duty  would  induce  us  again  to  advert  to 
tli.-*  situ.»:i.ni  of  our  female  department,  and  renew  our  urgent  plea  for  legislative 
iuUrp  isitiim.  It  is  no  ex  aw  ^eration  to  say,  that  this  de]iartment  presents  a  speci- 
men of  tlie  most  dit-jnjstiiijr  and  appalling  features  of  the  old  system  of  Priaoa 
management,  at  the  wor*t  period  of  its  history.  Crowded,  as  these  females  are, 
about  thirty  in  number,  into  a  iiingle  room,  of  small  dimensions  and  very  imper- 
fect ventilation,  in  the  fourth  story  of  the  south  wing,  remote  from  the  poat  of 
any  olijcer,  and  accessible  only  through  four  bolted  doors,  where  they  are  oblige* 
to  remain  nio-lit  and  dav.in  an  atmosphere  absolutely  nauseating  to  ji  visitor, 
and  given  up.  without  tfie  possibility  of  any  salutary  supervision,  to  the  unit- 
strained  domiuion  of  ull  the  worst  passions  of  our  nature  ; — their  condition,  ts 
may  well  be  supposed,  is  truly  wretched,  as  it  regards  health  and  government, 
nmi,  wy.li  respect  to  the  prospect  of  reformation,  utterly  hopeless.  We  know  of 
no  subject  of  legislation,  which,  in  our  opinion,  calls  more  loudly  far  immediate  ac- 
tion than  this ;  and  it  is  our  most  earnest  and  importunate  request,  that  sotnethinf 
decisive  may  Ik.'  done  at  tlie  present  session  of  the  legislature. 

'•  .Notwithstanding  the  great  debasement  of  these  females  in  their  present  tir- 
euuiHlances,  we  are  not  amon<r  those  who  regard  this  class  of  convicts  as  being 
beyond  the  reach  cf  moral  motives,  or  the  salutary  influence  of  a  pood  system  w 
Prison  discipline.  We  believe  that,  under  the  immediate*  direction  of  a  compe- 
tent matron,  in  on  institution  built  upon  the  plan  of  our  present  Prisons,  with  the 
same  facilities  for  enforcing  wholesome  rules  of  discipline,  they  may  be  as  easily 
governed  and  reclaimed  as  male  convicts,  and  be  made  at  least  to  support  them- 
selves. This  is  not  mere  conjecture,  but  an  opinion  supported  by  facts.  The  ex- 
periment at  Baltimore  is  conclusive.  The  directors  of  that  Penitentiary,  in  their 
report  for  the  year  lc*5&J,  sny,  •  The  female  department,  under  the  direction  o(  it* 
worthy  and  attentive  matron,  has  produced  a  net  gain  of  $l,33o  71,  derived  from 
the  proceed*  of  its  labor  for  the  weaving  and  other  departments ;  proving,  in  * 
satisfactory  manner,  that  convict  females,  under  the  government  or  one  of  tlvir 
own  sex.  may  notor.ly  be  ns  well  disciplined  as  moles,  but  that  their  labor  mavbe 
00  directed  as  to  be  equally  profitable.'  With  respect  to  the  new  female  Peniten- 
tiary in  Connecticut,  also,  it  is  stated  in  the  lust  Report  of  the  Prison  Dinciphne 
Society,  that i  the  women,  who  were  before  crowded  toother  in  one  aparlni' nt- 
and  left  to  themselves,  to  make  a  noise  which  might  be  lieard  at  a  distance,  tn^ 
tear  the  hnir  from  each  other's  heads,  are  now  separated  at  night,  and  employe-1 


the  wretched  state  of  our  female  department,  we  hope  the  legislature  will  nut  h**»; 
tate  to  decide  upon  the  erection  of  a  new  and  separate  Penitentiary  for  female*" 


nn^  Results  of  the  Sabbath  School* — The  inspectors  say , — 

resident  chaplain  informs  us,  that  the  Sunday  school  for  convicts  has  been 
d  through  the*  >var,  with  an  increased  number  of  pupils,  and  unabated  in- 
nd  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  effect  of  the  moral  culture  bestowed  upon  the 
generally,  is  apparent,  not  only  in  their  humble  and  submissive  demeanor, 
rful  compliance  with  the  rules  of  the  Prison,  but  also,  in  yery  many  cases, 
jent  sense  of  the  guilt  and  ill  desert  of  their  crimes,  gratitude  to  God 
fur  that  restraint  and  discipline  by  which  they  have  been  brought  to  their 
id,  and  ingenuous  resolutions  of  future  amendment." 

io»  whole,  this  Prison  has.  not  lost  its  excellent  character.  Bat 
duct  of  the  clerk,  the  putting  two  men  together  in  about  fifty 
id  the  condition  of  the  females,  according  to  the  very  frank  re- 
the  inspectors,  arc  a  considerable  abatement  from  that  unexcep- 
account  of  the  institution,  which  we  should  be  pleased  to  com- 
te.  The  first  of  these  cannot,  however,  be  complained  of, 
existing ;  the  second  has  provision  already  made  for  its  removal ; 
last  is  disgraceful.  We  think  the  officers  of  the  Prison,  if  they 
have  the  evil  removed,  had  better  conduct  the  visitors  to  the 
iepartment  for  one  year,  and  it  will  give  a  publicity  to  the  odi- 
ses  existing  there,  which  will  be  likely  to  correct  them  in  an- 
jar :  the  female  department  of  this  Prison  has  been  kept  out  of 
>  iong  already. 

Prison  at  Sing-Sing. — 

;ent  of  the  Prison,  Robert  Wiltsie,  received  for 

c  in  eleven  months  ending  September  30,  1831,        75,701  17 

pended,  during  the  same  time, 72,334  71 

;  a  balance  in  his  hands  of 93,366  46 

le  sum  received,  there  were, 

le  state  treasury,  for  general  support,       ....  30,000  00 

1      "          "         for  building  cells 4,800  00 

.her  sources — proceeds  of  labor 38,538  03 

"          "        materials,  iron,  &c, 1,473  00 

"          "        from  former  agent,  &c.,     ....  889  34 

♦75,701  17 

ed  for  clothing  of  convicts, 6,907  63 

for  bedding  and  Prison  furniture, 1,674  41 

for  soap,  oil,  fuel,  including  coal  for  smiths'  shop,  3,303  81 

for  food  of  convicts 18,513  8B 

for  salary  of  officers, 20,12006 

for  support  of  female  convicts  in  the  oity  of  New 

York, 3,901  99 

for  stock  and  tools  of  smiths'  shop,      ....  5,946  85 

for  quarries  and  stone  shops, 2,128  01 

for  materials  for  additional  cells, 6,235  id 

for  freight  and  cartage, 1,754  91 

for  hospital  stores  and  medicines. 525  15 

1,323  6*7 

•72,334  71 

4 


38  PRISON   DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  above  statement,  that  the  state  treasury  has 
been  drawn  upon  to  the  amount  of  $30,000,  for  the  general  support  of 
this  Prison.  After  all  that  has  been  said  by  the  commissioners  for 
building  the  Prison,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tibbits  and  Allen ;  by  the  former 
keeper,  Mr.  Lynds;  and  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  its  Reports, 
concerning  this  Prison's  ability  to  support  itself,  when  finished,  it  is  not  a 
little  discouraging  to  the  state  to  find  such  results.  The  only  cause  assign- 
ed by  the  inspectors  for  calling  on  the  state  last  year  for  830,000  for  general 
support,  and  for  calling  again  for  $29,634  88  the  next  year,  for  the  same 
purpose,  is,  tlrat  the  marble  quarries,  in  which  most  of  the  men  are  employ- 
ed, produce  so  great  a  disproportion  of  earth  and  poor  stone.  If  this  be 
the  true  and  only  cause  of  the  failure  of  this  Prison,  in  the  amount  of 
$30,000  annually,  to  defray  its  current  expenses,  the  obvious  remedy  a, 
to  abandon  the  quarries,  and  resort  to  some  one  or  more  of  half  a  dozen 
any  other  kinds  of  business,  by  which  the  Prison  could  easily  be- 
come a  source  of  income.  If  the  Prisons  at  Charlestown,  Auburn, 
Wethersfield,  and  the  Penitentiaries  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  can 
support  themselves,  so  can  that  at  Sing-Sing;  and  it  ought  to  be  ex- 
pected to  do  it  before  another  year  has  passed  away.  The  men  arc 
healthy  ;  the  location  is  on  navigable  water,  near  the  city  of  New  York ; 
the  necessary  articles  of  diet,  clothing,  &c,  arc  not  unreasonably  expen- 
sive ;  the  construction  of  the  Prison  is  favorable  to  order,  discipline  and 
industry ;  the  salary  of  the  officers  is  not  more,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  prisoners,  than  in  several  of  the  Prisons  which  support  thcmselres. 
What  other  cause  can  be  assigned  for  the  enormous  annual  expendi- 
ture, except  the  ono  which  the  inspectors  have  assigned — the  unpro- 
ductive marble  quarries, — unless  it  be  a  bad  administration  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Prison  ?  As  the  last  cause  is  not  assigned,  and  the  other 
may  manifestly  be  sufficient,  let  the  quarries  be  abandoned  as  unprofita- 
ble, as  they  were  in  a  great  degree  by  the  people  of  Sing-Sing,  before 
the  Prisou  was  built.  Some  years  ago,  the  marble  quarries  at  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Sing-Sing  were  wrought ;  but  of  late  years,  previous  to 
the  building  of  the  Prison,  they  were,  in  a  great  degree,  abandoned, 
manifestly  for  the  same  causes  as  those  assigned  by  the  inspectors 
■gainst  the  Prison  quarries — because  so  much  earth,  and  so  much  poor 
stone,  are  to  be  removed  in  procuring  stone  of  a  good  quality.  In  re- 
gard to  the  Prison  quarries,  the  inspectors  say, — 

"  The  quarries  at  this  Prison  have  been  extended ;  and  a  new  one  has  been 
opened  at  the  south  part  of  the  farm,  at  some  distance  from  the  Prison,  and  a  road 
worked  to  it ;  but  the  value  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  other  quarries,  is  diminished 
by  the  immense  amount  of  labor  necessary  to  remove  the  superincumbent  earth 
and  rubbish,  and  by  the  excess  of  inferior  stone  over  the  marble  of  a  good  quality. 
These  causes,  it  is  feared,  will  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  lessen  the  productiye- 
which  might  at  first  have  been  expected  from  the  quarries  of  this  Prison." 


Again  we  say,  let  them  be  abandoned,  then,  and  other  and  produc- 
tive branches  of  business  introduced ;  for  it  is  a  great  evil,  not  only  to 
the  state  of  New  York,  but  to  the  country  at  large,  to  have  this  new 
Prison,  under  its  improved  construction,  and  the  new  system  of  Prison 
discipline,  bringing  the  state  in  debt  $30,000  annually. 
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Employment  of  the  Convicts,  September  30, 1831. 

Occupation  of  prisoners,  on  work  for  sale. 

Shoemakers, 35    Quarrymen  in  south  quarry,  • 37 

Tailors, 10  "  north      "        47 

Uicksmiths  and  iron-workers 32    Carting  stone  from        "        36 

Stone-cutters, 295    Pounding  rail-way  stone 12 

Shop-tenders  and  waiters,    31    Laborers  loading  vessels, 16 

Quarrying    and    cutting    rail-way  — 

blocks, 39  Total, ..59t 

For  the  Prison. 

Quarrying.  Invalids  picking  wool, 98 

Cutting  stone  (or  Prison  buildings,  111     Cooks,  bakers  and  washers, 94 

Carting  stone "      "  "  20    Barbers, 5 

Barrowmen,    "      "  "  3C    Waiters  in  hall, 11 

Masons,  24    Sick  in  hospital, 13 

Carpenters, 12    Ox-drivers, 2 

Sod-carriers,  waiters  and  tenders,. .  16    Hospital  nurse  and  waiters, 2 

in  smith-shop,  at  doors,  &c 37    Coopers, 2 

Tailors  and  shoemakers, 25  — 

Weavers,  spinners  and  carders, ....  22  Total  number  of  prisoners,.  .980 

Increase  of  Convicts,  Pardons,  Deaths,  3fc. — 

1  The  number  of  convicts  in  this  Prison,  on  the  31st  day  of  October, 

1830,  was 770 

From  that  time  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1631,  (eleven  months,) 

there  have  been  received, 338ed,106 

There  have  been  discharged,  during  the  same  period,  by  expiration  of 

sentence, 65 

By  death, 28 

And  by  pardon, « 34 

And  in  attempting  to  escape,  there  has  been  drowned, , lss  198 

Leaving  in  Prison,  September  30th,  1831 , 980 

convicts,  making  an  increase  of  210  during  the  eleven  months  previous. 

u  Since  the  30th  day  of  September  last,  the  number  of  convicts  at  this  Prison 
ass  exceeded  1,000 ;  but  on  the  17th  day  of  November,  60  were  removed  to  the 
Auburn  Prison,  by  order  of  the  governor.  •  The  number  here,  at  the  date  of  this 
report,  is  upwards  of  960 ;  and,  at  the  ratio  of  increase  for  the  last  year  or  two,  if 
this  Prison  shall  continue  to  receive  convicts  from  the  same  portion  of  the  state  as 
it  at  present  assigned  to  it,  it  may  fairly  be  estimated  that,  before  the  close  of  the 
current  year,  (ending  on  the  30th  day  of  September  next,)  the  number  will  not 
fidl  short  of  l#X).'**  *  P  " 

The  causes  of  the  increase  of  convicts  assigned  by  the  inspectors 
are,  the  increased  number  of  crimes  for  which  persons  are  sent  to  the 
State  Prison  by  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  the  salutary  caution  with 
arhich  the  pardoning  power  is  exercised. 

Prison  for  Female  Convicts, — The  inspectors  of  the  Sing-Sing 
Prison  concur  with  those  of  the  Auburn  Prison  in  regard  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  measure.    They  say, — 

u  In  our  last  year's  report,  we  invited  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the 
ntuation  of  the  female  convicts  of  this  state,  and  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  sep- 
Irate  Prison  for  them,  in  the  hope  that  they,  too,  might  receive  the  benefit  of  some 
mpToved  mode  of  Prison  discipline.  The  inspectors  of  the  Auburn  Prison  have 
uso  frequently  urged  this  subject ;  and  our  predecessors  at  this  Prison,  in  their 
ast  report,  submitted  estimates  of  the  expense  of  erecting  such  a  Prison,  as  well  as 
ates  for  its  location.  We  will  add  that  a  convenient  location  for  this  object  may 
>e  found  upon  the  State  Prison  farm,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  of  this  Prison, 
awards  the  village  of  Sing-Sing ;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  our  agent,  such  a 
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fourth  part  of  the  building  fitted  up  ibr  them  in  a  very  appropriate  man- 
ner, with  separate  dormitories,  a  pleasant  place  of  worship,  a  convenient 
yard,  &c.  We  have  not  learned  in  what  manner  the  other  portions  of 
the  building  arc  prepared  for  vagrants,  untried  prisoners,  &c. 

The  building  formerly  known  as  Bridewell,  on  the  west  wing  of  the  City 
Hall,  and  with  which  the  city  has  been  for  years  reproached,  as  having 
a  nuisance  in  the  very  heart  of  it,  is  a  Bridewell-  no  longer.  It  is  now 
used  for  the  few,  very  few,  debtors,  who  may  be  confined  in  it,  under 
the  new  law,  which  has  already  done  so  much  to  clear  all  the  Jails  in 
the  state  of  this  class  of  persons. 

The  old  building,  on  the  east  wing  of  the  City  Hall,  with  which  the 
city  was  formerly  and  justly  reproached,  as  having  one  of  the  most 
odious  debtors'  Jails  in  the  country,  on  one  of  its  most  beautiful  public 
lots,  and  near  several  of  its  most  useful  and  important  public  buildings, 
has  been  so  changed,  even  in  external  appearance,  as  to  be  scarcely 
recognized ;  and  the  interior  has  been  fitted  up  for  public  offices. 

So  that,  on  the  whole,  the  city  of  New  York  has  made  great  progress, 
during  the  last  year,  in  this  department  of  benevolence. 

House  of  Refuge.,  New  York  City. — The  number  of  inmates  in  this 
House,, on  the  1st  of  January,  1831,  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
of  whom  forty  were  girls :  the  number  on  the  1st  of  January,  1832,  was 
one  hundred  and  eighty-two,  of  whom  forty-three  were  gins.    There 
have  been  received,  during  the  year  ending  January  1,  1S32,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five,  of  whom  twenty-four  were  girls.     There  have 
been  apprenticed,  during  the  year,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two,  of 
whom  twenty  were  girls.     There  have  been  returned  to  the  House,  of 
those  formerly  apprenticed,  thirteen,  of  whom  two  were  girls.    The 
whole  number  of  children  who  have  received  the  benefits  of  this  insti- 
tution, during  the  year,  is  three  hundred  and  twenty-one.     The  whole 
number  received  into  this  Refuge  from  crime,  in  seven  years,  is  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  boys,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty  girls  :  total, 
one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 

Those  received  the  last  year  were  sent  to  the  House  by  the  following 
authorities  : — by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms-House,  six ;  bv  the 
Police  Court  of  New  York  city  and  county,  sixty-three;  by  the  Special 
Sessions,  six ;  by  General  Sessions,  seven ;  by  the  Sessions  of  the 
county  of  Albany,  seven;  of  King's,  four;  of  Orange,  three;  of 
Rensselaer,  one  ;  of  Monroe,  two  ;  of  Ulster,  one  ;  of  Oneida,  one : 
total  boys,  one  hundred  and  one: — girls,  by  Commissioners  of  the 
AIms-I(ousc,  five :  by  Police  of  New  York  city  and  county,  eighteen  : 
Special  Sessions,  ditto,  one :  total  girls,  twenty-four. 

Their  nativity  was  as  follows :— of  American  parentage,  sixty-one ; 
of  Irish,  thirty-two;  of  English,  fifteen ;  of  German,  two;  of  Scotch, 
three  ;  of  French,  eight ;  of  Welch,  three  ;  unknown,  one  :  total,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Their  age  was  as  follows  :— one  of  five  years ;  one  of  seven  ;  five  of 
eight ;  five  of  nine ;  six  of  ten ;  seven  of  eleven  ;  thirteen  of  twelve ; 
eighteen  of  thirteen ;  twenty-one  of  fourteen  ;  twenty-nine  of  fifteen  ; 
twelve  of  sixteen  ;  ^i\t  of  seventeen  ;  one  of  eighteen ;  and  one  of  nine- 
teen :  average  age,  thirteen  and  one  third  yean. 
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They  have  been  apprenticed  as  follows : — to  farmers,  boys,  thirty-five ; 
to  the  sea  service  and  whale  fishery,  twenty-four ;  to  shoemakers, 
eight ;  to  blacksmiths,  nine ;  to  tailors,  two ;  to  house  carpenters,  (but; 
to  ship  carpenters,  three;  to  mason,  one;  to  chair-makers,  four ;  to 
tanners  and  curriers,  four  ;  to  baker,  one ;  to  carriage-makers,  two ;  to 
hatter,  one  ;  to  printer,  one;  to  cloth  manufacturers,  two ;  to  cabinet 
maker,  one ; — to  housewifery,  girls,  twenty. 

There  have  been  returned  to  their  friends,  during  the  last  year,  four- 
teen. This  has  only  been. done  when,  all  circumstances  considered, 
this  appeared  to  be  the  best  course  for  the  children. 

In  apprenticing  the  children,  the  most  patient  and  careful  consider- 
ation is  given  to  the  testimonials  and  credentials  of  the  applicants  for 
them.  The  fanning  business  and  the  sea  service  are  most  approved. 
The  service  of  the  South  Sea  whale-ships  is  highly  commended  by  the 
managers. 

The  employment  of  the  children  in  the  House,  has  been  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  brushes  for  clothes,  shoes  and  hats;  of  bedsteads,  tables,  &c ; 
of  bead  ear-rings,  safety-chains  and  necklaces ;  but  principally  in  the 
manufacture  of  seats  for  chairs  and  settees.  Shoes  and  clothes  for  the 
whole  establishment  are  made  by  the  children :  the  cooking,  both  for 
the  males  and  females,  is  done  by  the  inmates  of  the  respective  depart- 
ments; the  washing  for  all  is  done  by  the  girls;  and  by  a  recent 
arrangement,  fifteen  girls  are  hired  by  a  tailor  at  one  shilling  per  day.* 


Work  done  by  the  Boys. 
Briuk  Maavfactorv. 


600  dozen  shoe  brushes. 

190     " 

scrubbing  do. 

400      " 

hair 

do. 

300      " 

clothes 

do. 

70    "" 

horse 

do. 

30      " 

bat 

do. 

30      " 

flush 

do. 

6      " 

nail 

do. 

5      •« 

table 

do. 

MOO  pounds  bristles  assorted  and  combed, 

901      " 

do. 

picked. 

800      «« 

do. 

washed  and  bleached, 

600  dozen  enoe  brush?*  finished, 

120     " 

scrub 

do.         do. 

400      " 

hair 

do.         do. 

300      " 

clothes  do.         do. 

70      " 

horse 

do.         do. 

30      " 

hat 

do.         do. 

30      " 

flesh 

do.         do. 

6      " 

nail 

do.         do. 

5      « 

table 

do.         do. 

Cabinet  Slurp. 

(75  bedsteads  nmde, 
75  pine  tables  made, 
35  cherry  tables  made, 
fiO  wash-stands  made. 

Jeweller'*  Shop. 

1680  dosen  pair  of  black  bead  ear-rings  or  drops, 
90  dozen  safety -chains. 

Queer  Seat  Manufactory ,  or  Cane  Chair  Bottom 
Manefactory, 

chair  bottoms  or  seats  made  at  follows : 
67  dozen  plain  or  thin  maple  seats, 
996     "     plain  solid  front  do. 
165      "     curled  maple  do. 
18     "     sewing  chair  do. 
34    "     curled  maple  raised  tee*  de. 


481  dozen  curled  maple  hot  ••eats', 
I      "     seats  and  backs  carved  for  large 
arm  chairs, 

32  "     small  seat*  for  children, 
5      "     old  chairs  re-bottomed, 

53      "     stools  for  steam-boats, 
1      "     counter  stools, 
14  oval  stools  for  piano  forte  seats, 

33  dozen  frames  for  thin  seats,  made  for 

shipping,  * 
9      u     birdV«*ye  solid  front  seats, 
6b  settee  bottoms, 
Milking  Dili  dozen  seats  made  complete,  be- 
sides the  settees,  old  chairs,  &c. 
18,000  pounds  rattan  knotted  and  scoured, 
1800  pounds  of  r.tnc  dressed  tit  for  seals. 
The  frames  of  t  lie  seats  are  cut  from  rough 

Slunk  and  boards — madennd  polished  complete 
y  the  children.     Also,  the  rattan,  as  imported, 
cleansed,  split  and  dressod  by  do.  ' 

S.\ot  Skop. 

About  400  pairs  new  rhoes,  for  both  htniaM. 
A  large  number  of  do.  mended. 

Boys  do  all  their  own  ooking. 

_____  « 

Articles  mctdr  by  Girls  in  1831. 

[Furnished  by  the  Matron.] 

Chemises 75 

Shirts 439 

Pantaloons, 511 

Roundabout  jackets, 307 

Petticoats, 39 

Frocks, 116 

Bed-ticks, 68 

Brown  rollers,  .........    56 

Brown  aprons, M 

Sheets  for  cells, Y\1 

Spreads  made  and  quWtieA^  .  .    \*> 
Stockinet  ran, >.  .  « *\\  v«^ 
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The  health  of  the  institution  is  almost  perfect.     There  was  Dot.  at 
the  time  the  managers  presented  their  report,  in  January  last,  a  case  or 
sickness  which  excited  the  least  apprehension  ;  and  there  has  been  do 
death  during  the  year.     There  was  but  one  death  last  year  ;  and  in  that 
case,  the  boy  was  sick  with  consumption  when  received  into  the  .House. 
There  was  but  one  death  during  the  first  four  years  of  this  institution's 
existence,  although  the  number  received  into  the  House  had  been  fire 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  the  average  number  of  inmates  for  three 
years  had  been  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight ;   and  the  number  at  the 
close  of  the  first  year  was  fifty-six.     We  believe,  also,  that  there  was  no 
death  in  this  institution  during  the  fifth  year.      How  extraordinary! 
One  death  only  in  the  first  four  years,  and  that  from  an  unnatural 
cause,  the  subject  having  induced  disease  by  an  attempt  to  commit  sui- 
cide ;  no  death,  as  we  believe,  in  the  fifth  year ;  one  death  in  the  sixth 
year  ;  and  no  death  in  the  seventh  year.     Whole  number  of  children 
received,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fiftv-nine.     Number  at  the 
close  of  the  first  year,  fifty-six  ;  average  number  for  the  last  three  of  tbe 
first  four  years,  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight ;   average  number  for  the 
last  three  years,  one  hundred  and  seventy-six.     What  an  argument  in 
favor  of  temperance  in  eating  as  well  as  in  drinking  1     What  astonish- 
ing testimony  from  the  providence  of  God   in  favor  of  regular  hours  for 
solitude  and  sleep ;   regular  hours  for  promoting  cleanliness ;  regular 
hours    for  exercise    and    recreation;    regular    hours    for    obtaining 
knowledge,  human  and  divine;    and  regular  hours  for  manual  labor! 
All  these  great  objects  are  attended  to  faithfully,  every  day  in  the  year, 
Sundays   excepted,   in  the  House  of  Refuge   in    New  York.     And 
the  Lord's  day   is  religiously  observed  as  a  day  of  rest,  of  religious 
instruction,  and  public  worship.     What  an  argument  in  favor  of  the 
sanctification  of  the  Sabbath !     How  much  may  parents,  and  all  who 
have  the  care  of  youth,  learn  from  the  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile 
Delinquents  !     How  much  may  the  whole  world  learn,  in  favor  of  tem- 
perance, morality,  religion,  industry,  cleanliness,  and  regular  hours  for 
every  thing  useful  and  necessary,  from  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New 
York!     How  many  parents,  by  a  careful  consideration  of  the  facte 
above  stated,  may  be  led  to  inquire  whether  they  have  not  ignorautly 
destroyed  their  children,  in  their  l>odies}  or  in  their  souls,  or  both,  by 
securing  for  them  no  regular  hours  for  solitude  and  sleep ;  no  regular 
hours  for  exercise  of  l>ody  ;   no  regular  hours  for  promoting  clean  lilies 
daily;  no  regular  hours  for  study,  and  the  general  improvement  of  the 
mind;  no  regular  hours  for  labor;  no  regular  hours  for  religious  wor- 
ship ; — and  all  this  as  a  daily  system  !     The  unspeakably  imj>ortant 
lessons  of  instruction  to  the  world,  on  these  every  day  duties  of  parents 
and  others,  appear  to  us  more  important,  a  thousand  fold,  than  eves 
the   immense   and   direct   benefits   of  these   institutions  to  their  in- 
mates. 


Stockings  knit, 10  pair. 

Stocking*  footed, 16    " 

Carpeting  made, 343}  yards. 

Silk  shade*  for  eye  infirmary,  60 

Waistcoats  tor  girls, 90 

White  vandikes, 7 

Bod-gowns  for  hospital,  ....  9 

Night-caps, 60 


Article*  mended. 

Shirts, 23.V) 

Pantaloons,     1339 

Chemises, S7 

Stockings, 12±3  pair. 

Blankets, Hrt 

Red-tick*, 68 

Piece*  washed, 58,000 
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We  will  now  giVe  the  history  of  a  day  in  the  House  of  Refuge  in 
New  York,  that  all  may  see  how  these  wonderful  results  are  secured. 
The  managers  say,  in  their  last  report, — 

u  At  sun-rise  of  every  day  in  the  year,  a  bell  rings  to  rouse  the  children.  The 
cells  are  then  simultaneously  opened,  and  each  of  the  children,  having  made  up 
tiis  own  bed,  and  arranged  his  little  apartment,  steps  forth  at  a  signal  into  the  half. 
They  are  then  marcheain  order  to  the  wash-room,  where  the  utmost  attention  to 
personal  cleanliness  is  required  and  enforced.  From  the  wash-room,  they  are 
sailed  to  parade  in  the  open  air  (the  weather  permitting),  when  they  are  ranged 
n  ranks,  and  undergo  a  close  and  critical  inspection,  as  to  cleanliness  and  dress. 
The  parade  finished,  they  are  summoned  to  morning  prayers.  These  various  op- 
erations consume  about  a  half  hour;  and  at  half-past  five  o'clock,  in  the  summer, 
he  morning  school  commences.  In  school  they  remain  till  seven  o'clock,  when 
hey  are  dismissed  for  a  few  minutes,  and  until  the  bell  rings  for  breakfast,  which 
sonsists,  according  to  the  dietary  regulations  of  the  managers,  of  bread,  molasses 
und  rye-coffee,  occasionally  varied  by  the  substitution  of  Indian  meal  for  bread, 
ind  milk  for  coffee.  A  half  hour  is  allowed  for  breakfast,  at  the  expiration  of 
which,  the  signal  for  labor  is  given,  and  the  children  are  conducted  to  their  re- 
spective work-shops,  to  remain  there  until  noon.  By  an  allotment  of  tasks,  how- 
ever, these  hours  of  labor  are  shortened  to  the  industrious.  The  working-day  for 
Qua  purpose  is  considered  as  commencing  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  a 
certain  task,  proportional  to  his  years  ana  capacity ,  is  assigned  to  each  child,  and  if 
this  task  is  performed  before  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  of  the  succeeding  day,  the 
child  is  rewarded  by  the  allowance  for  his  recreation  of  whatever  time  he  thus 
guns  before  twelve  and  oiler  eleven  o'clock,  until  which  hour  all  are  kept  in  the 
work-shops.  The  benefit  of  tins  arrangement  is  sensibly  perceived  upon  the 
spirits  and  industry  of  the  boys ;  and  there  are  few  among  them,  who  do  not  thus 
gain,  what  all  but  the  wilfully  idle  are  able  to  gain,  some  extra  time  for  their  own 
amusements. 

u  At  twelve  o'clock,  a  bell  rings  to  call  all  from  work,  and  one  hour  is  allowed 
for  washing  (which  is  again  scrupulously  attended  to)  and  dinner.  The  dinner, 
by  the  managers'  regulations,  consists  (Tor  five  days  in  the  week]  of  nutritious 
soaps,  meat,  potatoes  and  bread.  On  Fridays,  fish  is  substituted  for  soup  and 
seat ;  and  on  Sunday,  a  dinner  of  beef  and  a  vegetable  of  superior  quality  to 
those  of  the  other  days  is  allowed.  At  one  o'clock,  a  signal  is  given  for  recom- 
mencing work,  which  continues  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  bell  rings  for 
the  termination  of  the  labor  of  the  day.  A  half  hour  is  allowed  for  washing 
(which  is  once  more  enforced)  and  supper,  consisting  of  mush  and  milk,  molas- 
ses and  rye-coffee.  At  half  past  five,  the  children  are  conducted  to  their  evening 
school,  in  which  they  are  kept  till  8  o'clock.  Evening  prayers  are  now  attended 
to  by  the  superintendent ;  and  the  children,  ranged  in  order,  are  then  marched  to 
the  sleeping  halls,  where  each  takes  possession  of  his  separate  apartment,  and  the 
cells  are  locked,  and  silence  is  enforced  for  the  night. 

"  The  above  is  the  history  of  six  days  of  every  week  in  this  year,  except  that, 
during  the  ahort  winter  days,  morning  school  is  suspended,  and  the  work-shops 
are  closed  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  On  Sundays,  labor,  of  course,  ceases, 
and,  instead  of  the  morning  school,  the  time  allotted  on  other  days  for  this  pur- 
pose, is  taken  up  in  the  classification  of  the  children  according  to  their  conduct 
daring  the  preceding  week,  and  the  distribution  of  badges  of  merit.  Religious 
service  is  performed  twice  during  the  day  in  the  chapel,  in  the  presence  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  managers,  by  the  clergymen  of  the  city  in  rotation.  In  the  inter- 
val between  the  church  services,  a  Sunday  school  is  field  for  the  children ;  and 
after  the  evening  service,  they  are  allowed  to  walk  about  the  grounds  under  the 
observation  of  the  officers  until  eight  o'clock." 


PRISON  DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY. 


Treasurer's  Account. 

The  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile*   Delinquents  in  Account  Current 

with  Cornelius  Dubois,  Treasurer. 
Dt.  Cr. 


January  1,  1831,  to  January  1,  1833. 

To  balance  due  the  treasurer,  .  .  .    g&24Q  67 

To  cash,  clothing  for  the  children,  .  .     1492  50 

food  and  provision*  for  tho 

children, 4S07  5fi 

fUmiture,  beds,  bedding,  &c.     9l>l  29 

coal,  wood,  oil,  Ktovoa,  ice.    1100  76 

school  and  hospital  excuses, 
books,  stationery,  medi- 
cine, Ace 180  12 

salaries  of  superintendent, 
aiMhstant,  schoolmaster, 
matron,  tec 3346  45 

premium  of  insurance, 
against  Are, 76  63 

interest  on  money  borrowed.       34  97 

printing  annual  report,  ac- 
count hook.",  stationery*,  &r.   110  7*2 

horse,  cow*,  &c.  for  the  use 
of  tho  institution,  ....      447  84 

chair  ahop,  maple  plunk  and 
hoard*,  rattan,  and  too)*, 
to  nirniidi  employment 
for  the  boys, 8489  83 

building,  repairs,  additions, 

Ax 0582  51 

paid  finance  committee,  per 

order  of  the  board,  ....    6737  73 

96630  61 
January  5, 1831.  ■ 

To  balance   brought  down,  due  the 

treasurer 1046  10 
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January  I,  1831,  to  January  1,  IBS. 

By  rash  received  for  the;  labor  of  the 
children  in  the  different  work- 
shop*,   $3953  X 

By  ensh  from  Marino  Hospital  fund 
(a  |mrt  of  the  nirptus  fund-*  anting 
from  a  tax  upon  foreign  passenger*),    SOW  90 

By  cash,  tax  upon  tavern  license*,  due 
and  collected  in  1830  (paid  this 
year*), 43M  » 

Ry  cash,  tax  upon  two  theatre*,  and 
one  circus,  due  and  collected  in  lr*30 
(paid  this  year), 1JM  N 

By  cnah,  tax  upon  four  theatre*,  for 
1831, »»«• 

Ry  cavh  from  corporation  of  city  of 
New  York,  from  excise  fund,  .  .  . 

By  cash  for  sales  of  chair  button!  seats 
manufactured  by  the  bojrf — and 
stock  of  raw-  materials,  tool*,  Jcr. 

By  cash,  donations,  suhtfri  prion*,  ice. 

By  balance  due  the  treasurer,  .... 


40»M 


lOtill 


*  The  law  imposing  the  above  tax  ha* 
repealed. 


NEW  JERSEY. 


State  Prison  at  Lamhrrlon. — A  report  of  a  committer  of  tt»e  lc«ri*» 
lature,  a  report  of  the  warden  of  the  Prison,  und  a  memorial  of  the 
inspectors  of  tho  Prison  to  the  legislature,  show  this  institution  to  I"? 
in  a  most  melancholy  condition. 

The  loss  to  the  state,  during  the  last  year,  including  the  expewoof 
the  transportation  of  the  prisoners,  amounted  to  $5,K>4  27. 

The  increase  in  the  numher  of  convicts  is  alarmingly  rreat :  which  the 
warden,  in  his  report,  attributes  not  to  an  altered  state  of  morals  in  Now 
Jersey,  but  to  the  terror  inspired  by  the  new  Prisons  in  New  York. 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania.  "  He  finds,"  he  says,  "  that  one  third 
of  the  convicts  committed  within  a  year,  are  depredators  from  other 
states:  and  the  punishment  in  the  New  Jersey  Prison* is  considered  by 
them  a  mere  trille,  compared  with  the  solitary  immersion  within  the 
cells  of  the  Philadelphia  Penitentiary,  or  the  strict  ami  rigid  discipline 
of  Auburn,  Sing-Sing,  and  Yt'cthersfield." 

The  committee  of  the  legislature  say,  in  their  report,  that,  from  the 
mal-' on  ft  ruction  of  the  Prison  building,  the  state  may  look  in  vain  for 
any  paramount  improvement.  It  contributes  more  to  the  increase  than 
the  diminution  of  crime  :  to  the  obduracy  than  the  reformation  of  the 
offender.  Besides,  it  must  for  ever  prove  a  waste-gate  for  the  revenues 
of  the  state. 


0BTENTH  BKPORT-~~1883.  4T 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  and  warden,  the  only  possible  rcme- 
•  is  the  building  of  a  new  Prison. 

The  urgent  necessity  of  this  measure  the  warden  presses  like  a  man 
the  following  words : — "  The  alarming  increase  of  convicts,  since  I 
ve  had  charge  of  this  institution,  prostrates  at  once  all  hope,  and  do- 
oys  all  possibility  of  continuing  much  longer  any  system  of  Prison 
icipline,  with  the  means  afforded  by  this  building.  On  the  1st  of 
;tober  last,  the  number  confined  here  was  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
ree.  During  the  four  months,  which  had  elapsed  on  the  1st  inst. 
irty-one  additional  convicts  were  received,  and  only  ten  subtracted 
►m  us,  exhibiting  an  actual  increase  of  twenty-one  in  four  months, 
in  a  ratio  of  sixty-three  per  year.  This  progress  would  give  us  two 
ndred  and  seven  by  the  1st  of  February,  1633 ;  a  number  which  it 
mid  be  utterly  impossible  to  confine  by  night,  employ  by  day,  or  regu- 
e  by  discipline ;  and  presenting  a  state  of  things  which  would  defy 
genuity  to  control  or  firmness  to  encounter." 

To  close  this  melancholy  scene,  the  committee  of  the  legislature  say, 
They  hope  they  will  not  be  departing  from  the  duty  assigned  to  them, 
i  calling  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  nine  insane  persons  now 
mfined  in  the  State  Prison.  Some  of  these,  we  are  informed,  were 
mtenced  while  in  a  state  of  insanity ;  the  residue  have  become  insane 
ince  their  confinement ;  and  they  do  most  sincerely  submit  whether 
bese  unhappy  beings  are  not  more  the  objects  of  pity  than  of  punish- 
ment, and  whether  the  dictates  of  humanity,  as  well  as  of  law  and  justice, 
lo  not  demand  that  some  other  disposition  should  be  made  of  them." 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia. — A  new  board  of  inspectors  has 
een  organized,  of  which  Charles  S.  Coxe  is  president,  Thomas  Brad- 
)rd,  Jun.  secretary,  and  John  Bacon,  treasurer,  Benjamin  W.  Richards 
nd  William  H.  Hood  being  the  other  members  of  the  board.  The 
ffices  of  warden  and  physician  are  held  by  Samuel  R.  Wood  and 
ranklin  Bache.  The  office  of  religious  teacher  has  not  yet  been  filled 
?rmanently,  and  the  duties  of  the  office,  of  course,  are  not  yet  dis- 
knrged  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  board.  As  this  is  an  institution  of 
ttuliai  character,  we  shall  publish,  in  the  body  of  this  Report,  the 
rincipal  part  of  the  information  concerning  it,  which  the  constituted 
tfhorities  have  given  the  public,  during  the  last  year.     This    consists 

*  the  third  annual  report  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  and  the   reports 

*  the  warden,  physician  and  building  committee. 

Idrd  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  State  Peniten- 
tiary. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  State  Penitentiary  for 
the  year  1831,  being  the  Third  Annual  Report  made  in  conformity  with  the  act 
•f  April,  im. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House,  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania. 

44  The  term  for  which  the  members  of  the  late  board  were  commissioned  having 
piled,  the  following  persons  have  been  appointed  inspectors,  by  the  honorable 


ots 


atWUi  OMOWaNH'MtfiW-T. 


■JJenjaiui»i  W.   iiiclinrda.  J™u  nmi  ■""> 
WMtorpMiiaad  liv.lhr  i>)nc:tm  «*'  Hic'Ml 

riWWWtwrj,  MMMMinHnff  ' 


lot  WHWHU 
w  MUM  'W'-tSi(*  1 

MjmA  gvm 


ilin»iw<aMMmMMfHnrWVL   __ 

«!>»- Jkcun-. vi^nm-d .'  Ii  ..*'  im^erSM*!','  V" 

MfcX  ijrfic-Majaitjiiihfl^J  wtiittfnttd    rltli   111..-    pr.^i..t  ntid  Ui>'  ft 

naojay.-ia  V.N.rl,  lit-  w.i,  .WiMil"  TW'    In.   nUn   itf.  ..U'i]^:     ? 

JuUdi«f!th.i  |^-fiTi"...  -Im-  ht  ^rr'ii^l;  Hbrf  it  It. 

■fdam-ili*; ■-.."■','  -.['  i:,. -■.-.■. 

aw*HMt^ttMMl*'lfflrit>Wd-'^A-*rsfivri. 

injuiioiM  to  thi'  physics' 

■Tiwr^M.-m.if.Wurt  - 

™«m,  nruttWir. :-u,K  l,i 

'■    '      ■  «  (hljijklhi  sUmti^il   .,f:;   fliJ;..'.-.M;  or   i      „ 

,  fWfWrt  .--]!  !..  ,,  1!  ■.  ,.,  t!«l  <-v,-v  i'o^ik -?.-.;-/,, 
KiriVHiMiy  *rt6ii«liliia1.:clVJ»i  ^PiVTiinjj  (iih.  hii'd«fr 

rvM  di.sirfir:  ami.  WitJ,  iW.  v-.t,T.l-3  ur  il„-  s-V^ii. 
„  tl,,-p,.„it1.rrti«v..,rlt1  i'=  utim.-llial-  r.-UL'-.W 
-.-„„«*  «jll>eitah,     '     ■ 

firwtimr*., ■.!,{.  ,  "■,',-'  ii;';!  .'v,nt  ^ll'-'''  \U  L  m.Vw;!^!.' 
*rvh.J-|Viu.h-*-rnu-..*(.v,Tv-Sut1.hv.  .Fi.l  li.-mji-  iftiwl.  « 
p»»i-ilWtitWfMi«  jtft.  in -tflt-  hnrlirtiitt  f 

»*l1**n*tf;k/W..ih-  hi*i  hVmllj-  femcmnii  ■  i 

"  Kxlru.-is  [Y,.m  Ifif  rvpr-rt  ..fiV  rniVileii,  t  '  '  '!.'"'  '  Um  -  i'-:i  fflS 
phjwchm,  ma*».):r  .  rin.1  ttr  n-p..«  tifitir  In.,'.'  n't  .  ,m:-t.~, .!.  -uiliuj;  "It.'  p* 
jjtidrrf-'h.'  1'rirft.n  WwiMh  ■■  imcMlmi.  ia»rl«  d  1'     in  - :'■  :.»  «  j!t>  :".'.■!  - 

••■•ThCD.^pWfcnn*  nf  lm"Ih-r  n  ir  ni.  »k«  ti>nd*J  t Inn  th-    dpnSi  i*S 

the  prirui: 
age  J, the 


■  ^l"in*lly,*lupastnJ  operation  irf  *c f  aiAcHtef 'MMM»  bf>  artHW*  WHSlL 

■  Kfllt  al  'Uh,  with  inaOiutWhri  in  'libnr,  m  MwnlK  «W»'»*  Wflgiofc:  *M*1C* 
tin  Bed.  to  nuatnd  the  approkat  ML- .of  thU  board  t  mil,  in  thrnpiMatt'W  ittPaWl9 

"    "      .*l»fc.(fTP[iit>rite*--»l*"tPjBfc**  iti  fU'Mlm«J^i 
_>,  and  uf  tlic  practical  u  iidum  vii'tUMttiVf 

,,.'.■..-...  i    .:....!.■    :■„*■.  :...«   .;«■■  QIIAJtLlM'M  OOKl^  MMMM 
"  Aitfst — T.  Brai»-ori>,  Juii.,  Stcrttary.  '>'  '"•"J 

Eutern  State  FMiitvntiaij  of  Pennsylvania,  January; 2d,l 


orulW.  lf< 
t.f      A,! 


SxkuUfrom  the  H'ardrn's  Aawrt-> 

■**B.(»fcl(if  a-rnr  ii-w  <*f  tfr>  oporotioTia  of  tint  rVnlMrillli 
-"  ■       -->■.■  '  -MW^M^f  M-dheo 


■U^n 


{■eh  to  pi 
iueipliM 


■BTsYNTH  BEFOKT— 163&  49 

M  The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  hat  been  good ;  and  (if  we  are  not  mneh 
mistaken  and  deceived  by  appearances)  the  moral  effect  produced  on  many  who 
save  undergone  our.  discipline,  has  been  and  is  of  the  most  beneficial  character. 

u  The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  has  been  such  as  rarely  to  require  correction  or 
punishment :  for  the  last  three  months,  we  have  had  but  two  instances  for  which 
?ven  a  meal  has  been  stopped  for  bad  behavior. 

M  One  of  those  received  the  past  year  is  an  idiot ;  well  known  to  be  such  in  the 
Bounty  from  which  he  came :  and  I  believe  that  I  am  warranted  in  saying  (from 
testimony  that  I  have  received),  he  would  not  have  been  convicted,  if  be  had  not 
seen  a  troublesome  fellow  in  the  neighborhood,  which  circumstance  rendered  his 
removal  from  it  desirable.  We  received  a  convict  of  a  similar  character  in  1630. 
Both  of  these  prisoners  were,  on  the  day  of  their  arrival,  much  more  fit  subjects 
njr  the  Aims-House,  than  the  Penitentiary. 

"  The  proportion  of  deaths  is  largo  for  the  number  of  prisoners,  but  can  in  no 

Kent  be  attributed  to  the  system  of  confinement  No.  13  was  a  remarkably 
thy,  robust  young  man,  and  had  enjoyed  excellent  health  up  to  the  day  when 
be  was  attacked  by  epilepsy,  which  carried  him  off  La  m  few  hours.  Two  others 
same  in  diseased,  one  of  them  to  such  a  degree  that  he  was  carried  from  the  stage 
to  the  cell,  and  rarely,  if  ever,  sat  up  in  bed  afterwards.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the 
severity  of  a  ride  or  sixty  miles,  in  nis  weak  state,  very  muoh  hastened  his  diss o» 
ration.  The  other  was  in  a  delicate  state  of  health  when  he  came  in,  and  gradu- 
iOy  sunk  into  a  decline. 

u  Of  the  whole  number  discharged  from  the  commencement  of  the  establish* 
■lent,  we  have  received  an  unfavorable  account  of  but  one.  This  was  an  old  con- 
rlet,  who  has  been  passing  from  one  Prison  to  another  for  the  last  fifteen  years , 
usd,  through  deception  and  the  lenity  of  the  judge,  was  sentenced  to  but  one  year. 
rThen  he  was  discharged,  I  had  little  expectation  of  his  doing  well :  he  has,  how* 
ST©?,  showu  a  decided:  disposition  to  avoid  this  Prison  hereafter. 

M  Of  the  eighty-seven  prisoners  now  in  custody,  43  are  employed  in  the  weav- 
ng  and  dyeing  deportment ;  eighteen  in  the  sboemaking ;  two  in  the  carving ; 
bar  in  the  blacksmith ;  three  in  the  carpenter  \  one  in  the  carriage-making ;  two 
■  the  locksmith  \  one  in  the  tailoring  \  two  in  the  wool-nicking ;  one  in  the  cook- 
nig ;  and  one  in  the  washing  department :  three  are  indisposed ;  two  are  idiots; 
nsb  man,  aged  seventy-three,  is  too  infirm  to  work ;  and  three  just  received  have 
lot  been  employed. 

H  ft  is  satisfactory  to  find,  on  a  settlement  of  our  accounts,  that,  under  all  the 
hwadvantages  of  a  new  establishment,  the  convicts  have,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
uaintained:  themselves ;  proving  that  prisoners  can,  in  many  branches  of  business, 
rork  to  quite  as  great  advantage  in  separate  confinement  as  together.  The  ex* 
rMtfooa  are  one  old  man,  the  diseased,  and  a  few  who  came  in  without  trades, 
ad  had  hat  one  year  or  thirteen  months  to  serve,  this  period  being  too  short  to 
mrs)  a  trade,  ana  afford  time  to  remunerate  us  for  teaching  them. 

*  In  conclusion,  I  may  congratulate  the  board  on  the  prosperous  state  of  the  Peni- 
ewliafy  fas  every  respect,  and  I  humbly  hope,  by  divine  aid,  that  it  will  prove  a  blsss 
rag  to  most,  if  not  to  all,  of  the  unhappy  persons  who  are  brought  within  its  walls.*' 

Extract  from  Phgtician's  Report— C. 

«  To  the  inspectors  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  physician  respectfully  pte- 
snrtn  his  annual  report  for  1831. 

"  The  health  of  the  prisoners  for  this  year  has  been  generally  good ;  though  a 
war  ease*  of  severe  indisposition  have  occurred.  The  confinement  operates  difier- 
tjty  on  different  prisoners,  increasing  the  health  of  some,  and  h  awning  that  of 
ajsam ;  but  the  average  health  of  the  whole  is,  perhaps,  as  good  as  when  they 


M  Fomr  deaths  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  year.    The  following  table 
tht  stale  of  health  on  admission,  and  cause  of  death  of  each  of  these 
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Mswati*.  Asm  of  Health  on  admusion.  Cause  of  Death. 

33.  Good.  Dropsy  of  the  chest. 

IS.  Tolerable.  Epilepsy. 

A  Doubtful.  Disease  of  mesenteric  glands. 

"•  {^teanalhi^^  Injiiry  to  hip  and  thigh. 
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"The  average  r.:*.'.:eer  rS  prisenera  in  the  Penitentiary  for  the  year  hi: 
been  07.4.  Four  d-;ii!u  Jiiviss-r  occurred,  gives  the  mortality  for  the  year  at 
a  little  less  thr.n  »\x  ;>er  cent,  'ihe  average  number  confined  iu  Jr30,  was  lliirtj- 
ono  ;  and  tin -re  Im  !..;■;  incurred  hut  our  death,  tin*  mortality  for  that  year  is  a 
little  inor*  1  h::it  t!n»  •■  per  cent.  The  average,  number  confined  siiicc  the  opi-ahy 
of  the  Penitentiary  has  li'.-en  44.4.  The  total  number  of  deaths  having  been  fire. 
given  the  average  amount  of  mortality,  from  the.  commencement,  at  a  little  krsi 
tnan  five  per  cent.  I 

"  The  mortality  of  the  present  year,  it  is  perceived,  is  considerably  greater  than    |. 
for  the  laid.     The  boar!,  lmwever,  will  observe,  tliat  in  tatfl,  accidental  circuar    •, 
stances  have  increased   Hie   number  of  fatal  eases.     The   physician  deemed  IJK      . 
health  of  No.  :»:#tobc  good  when  In*  arrived;  but  dissection  revealed  therm'.- 
ence  of  extensive  disease  of  the  chest  of  long  standing,  which  no  doubt  laid  U> 
foundation  of  the  ::  flection  of  which  lie  died.    No.  4:1  was  in  bad  health  whcDfci- 
ruitted.     N«».  77  iirrived  lVoin  a  neighboring  count?  in  a  state  of  complete  iifip-    .... 
lessiicss,  from  :i  fracture  of  the  neck,  of  the  thigh  bone,  and  other  serious  injury*    .'^ 
ilia  condition  was  such  tliut  he  kept  Ins  bed  from  the  moment  of  his  reception  lo    '. 
the  day  of  his  death,     lie  was  evidently  not  in  a  proper  condition  to  be  remove!     _„ 
from  the  County  Prison,  much  less  to  undergo  the  fatigue  of  a  long  jour  m1). 

"  it  is  difficult  to  form  an  estimate  of  what  will  pi obably  be  the  avera^i*  a*     . 
tality  among   the   prisoners   in  the   Penitentiary   for  a  serif s  of  years,  from  re- 
sults deduced  from  sm»  sun  11  a  uumlier  of  prisoners  as  have  yet  been  rectinc 
This  difficulty  arises  from  the  circumstance,  that,  while  the  number  of  uV  pns-    , 
oners  is  ko  small.  :i  single  deain  bears  so  large  a  proportion  to  the  whole  uiuiik: 
confined  as  to  swell  the  m-r  ivutaife  of  mortality  verv  considerable. 

••  No  particular  disease  can  bt*  said  to  prevail  in  the  Penitentiary,  as  the  re*&: 
of  the  mode  of  confinement  or  discipline  ;  and  no  mental  affection  lias  befDto- 
perinduced.     The  amotions  which  have  occurred   most  frequently  hare  bevn     > 
coughs,  rheumatic  pains,  and  diarrhoea." 

Report  of  Building  Committee. — D. 

11  The  building  committee,  while  offering  their  report  in  relation  to  the  erection 
of  additional  ceil  buildings,  have  to  express  their  regret  that  more  progresf  hi* 
not  been  made  towards  their  completion. 

i4  Notwithstanding  the  work  was  commenced  late  in  the  season,  yet  thfydic 
hope  that  the  year  would  not  have  closed  upon  them  without  witnessing  the  en- 
tire erection  under  roof  of  one  of  the  blocks  of  the  buildings. 

"The  numerous  houses  that  have  been  placed  under  contract  tht  past  yearrc 
the  city  and  its  vicinity,  caused  an  excessive  demand  for  materials  of  all  kind". 
This  circumstance,  combined  with  the  construction  of  the  Breakwater,  created  w 
great  request  for  our  important  and  principal  material,  stone,  that  great  difficult* « 
were  presented  in  procuring  a  full  and  constant  supply  of  that  article,  and  couk- 
qucntly  impeded  very  much  the  expected  rapidity  of  the  work. 

"  Toward  the  close  of  the  building  season,  this  impediment  seemed  to  hiv*  Von 
removed  by  a  contract  with  the  proprietor  of  an  extensive  quarry,  who  did  r.n: 
doubt  his  ability  to  supply  us.  A  few  loads  wen*  received  from  him,  wh^n  the 
unexpected  and  sudden  approach  of  severely  cold  weather  put  an  entire  stupta 
the  further  reception  of  stone,  as  also  to  the  masons'  work,  and  they  were  ••Mige" 
to  resort  to  measures  to  secure  the  work  already  done  from  th"  effects  of  fri*-:. 
at  least  one  month  earlier  than  they  had  anticipated. 

"  Although  the  progress  of  the  work  has  been  constantly  under  the  supervisM" 
of  the  members  ot  the  board,  it  may  not  be  deemed  improper  for  the  eomnrinw 
to  give  some  general  account  of  the  work  done,  the  materials  purchased,  and  H» 
present  situation. 

"  On  or  about  the  1st  of  June,  the  preparatory  nrran foments  were  made  by  the 
architect  and  superintendent,  by  fixing  the  levels  and  lay  in?  out  the  foundations, 
for  three  blocks  of  buildings,  radiating  from  the  centre*,  in  conformity  within* 
original  plan  ;  and  about  the  loth  of  the  same  month,  a  number  nf  lal^rrra.  w.'h 
horses  and  carts,  were  employed  to  dig  and  remove  the  superincumbent  ear'.fc 
In  the  performance  of  this  luoor,  not  less  than  ten  thousand  yards  of  ear'.U  vrre 
taken  away. 

"  The  masonry  was  begun  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  and  continued  as  vi""*-- 
ously  as  circumstances  would  admit,  until  the  severity  of  the  season  forhadr  fur* 
thcr  progress,  when  the  number  of  perches  laid  amounted  to  acar  four  thousand- 
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"  In  the  north  block,  forty-four  large  and  fifty  smaller  cast-iron  door  frames  and 
uM  a»  fixed  and  completed,  with  the  cast-iron  shields  in  front  of  the  opening* 
lor  admission  of  warm  air  into  the  cells.  Fifty  other  door  castings,  and  one  hun- 
dred sky-light  frames  are  fitted  and  prepared  for  placing  in  their  respective  situa- 
tions as  soon  as  they  may  be  required.  One  hundred  and  fifty  brackets  of  cast- 
iron,  for  the  support  of  the  gallery  to  be  placed  in  front  of  the  second  tier  of  cells 
in  the  north  block,  are  also  prepared,  and  ready  for  use  ns  soon  as  wanted.  The 
whole  number  of  pieces  of  iron  castings  consists  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-four 
door  frames,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  sky-lights,  two  hundred  and  fifty -five  slides 
to  cover  warm  air  openings  into  the  cells,  one  hundred  and  eighty  brackets  for 
support  of  gallery  in  second  story,  fifteen  pieces  eight-inch  pipe,  eighteen  pieces 
iron  steps  tor  stair-way. 

"  The  walls  of  the  west  and  north-west  blocks  are  above  ground,  and  those  of 
the  north  ready  for  arching  as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit,  for  which  purpose 
one  hundred  and  .fifty  thousand  bricks  have  been  purchased,  and  are  now  on  the 
site.  There  is  also  a  considerable  quantity  of  lumber,  a  portion  of  which  is  in- 
tended for  wooden  doors,  and  floors  of  the  cells.  The  lime  has  been  regularly 
delivered,  as  required,  by  Daniel  Davis,  who  furnished  through  the  season  three 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine  brfshels. 

"  The  committee  hope  to  be  prepared  to  commence  again  as  soon  as  the  ap- 
proaching season  for  building  will  warrant,  and,  they  trust,  with  more  confi- 
dence in  obtaining  the  materials  than  they  heretofore  had. 

JOHN  BACON,  \  nuitji..  r^~iti~  •' 

WILLIAM  H.  HOOD,  j  Build*nS  Committee. 

"  To  the  Board  of  Inspectors"  &o. 

It  appears  from  these  documents,  that  the  officers  of  this  institution 
•re  much  encouraged  with  the  success  of  their  experiment  thus  far. 
Though  the  number  of  deaths  has  been  large  for  the  number  of  pris- 
oners, amounting  to  about  6  per  cent.,  they  think  it  is  not  to  be  attrib- 
uted at  all  to  the  system,  but  to  other  causes,  which  they  assign.  The 
good  conduct  and  industry  of  the  prisoners  are  spoken  of  in  terms  of 
high  commendation ;  only  two  cases  having  occurred  in  which  a  meal 
has  been  stopped  for  bad  behavior.  The  current  expenses  for  the 
aapport  of  the  prisoners  (not  including,  as  we  understand,  the  salary 
of  the  officers)  have  been  defrayed,  in  most  cases,  by  the  labor  of  the 
convicts ;  a  few  cases  only  having  occurred,  such  as  of  an  old  and  in- 
firm man,  and  an  idiot,  in  which  it  was  not  done.  The  moral  effect  of 
the  system  is  spoken  of  by  the  warden  as  of  the  most  beneficial  char- 
acter; of  the  whole  number  discharged,  which  is  twenty-one,  an  un- 
favorable report  having  been  heard  of  only  one.  The  inspectors,  how- 
ever, have  not  been  able  to  apply  the  amount  of  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction which  the  law  contemplates,  and  which  they  say  will  require 
the  faithful,  unremitting,  and  undivided  attention  of  a  chaplain.  Such 
an  officer  had  not  been  found  and  appointed,  at  the  time  of  their  last 
report  in  January,  although  the  inspectors  evidently  intend  to  appoint 
such  an  officer,  as  indispensably  necessary  to  the  greatest  success  of 
the  Pennsylvania  system  of  Prison  discipline,  which  consists,  as  now 
in  operation  at  the  new  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  language 
of  the  inspectors,  of  solitary  confinement  (i.  e.  day  and  night)  at  labor, 
with  instruction  in  labor,  in  morals,  and  in  religion.  And  they  say, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  the  friends  of  the  institution  have  great 
reason  to  rejoice  in  its  success,  as  the  best  evidence  of  its  excellence, 
and  of  the  practical  wisdom  and  humanity  of  its  founders. 

The  progress  made  in  the  erection  of  an  additional  number  of  cells, 
under  the  law  of  the  former  year,  has  not  been  as  great  as  the  building 
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deinmhtet  intended  it  should  have  been ;  but  the  foundation  hit  htm 
laid  of  three  additional  blocks  of  cells,  and  some  progress  made  in  tfct 
erection  of  them.  Encouragement  is  given  bj  the  budding  coiurntttoft, 
that  the  work  will  be  carried  forward  with  more  despatch,  during  tat 
present  season.  The  legislature  passed  a  law,  on  the  98th  of  March, 
1831,  as  may  be  seen  by  our  last  Report,  providing  for  the  erection  of 
at  least  four  hundred  additional  cells,  within  the  walla  of  this  Pkisoa, 
and  appropriated  (120,000  for  the  purpose.  The  object  of  this  law  wu 
tjpi'  provide,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  remedy  for  the  evils  of  the  old  Prina 
on  Walnut  street ;  and  it  appears  by  the  language  of  the  law,  in  Ike 
0th  section,  that  it  was  supposed,  that  all  the  convicts  might  be  uaswfi 
to  the  new  Penitentiary  from  the  old  Prison,  on  or  before  the  first  Has* 
day  in  April,  1833 ;  and  it  was  accordingly  enacted,  that  at  that  tia* 
iX  should  be  done,  provided  the  new  Penitentiary  should  then  be  pit- 
pared  for  the  reception  of  said  prisoners. 


Walnut  Street  and  Arch  Street  Prisons,  PhiladelpMcL—Wnk  the* 
buildings  stand,  and  the  usual  number  of  inmates  are  found  in  then, 
as  in  times  past,  we  have  no  hope  or  expectation,  that  their  general 
character  will  entitle  them  to  any  other  notice,  than  such  as  they  haft 
had  repeatedly  from  grand  juries  apd  Prison  societies,  as  great  wdr 
sances.  It  affords  us,  however,  great  pleasure,  that  the  several  acts  of 
the  legislature  of  1831,  providing  a  remedy  for  the  evils  existing  ia 
them,  and  appropriating  money  sufficient  to  erect  solitary  dormtarfci 
pnough  in  the  new  Penitentiary,  and  in  a  new  County  Prison,  to 
•remove  these  nuisances,  are  to  be  carried  into  effect ;  although  the 
progress  of  the  respective  buildings  is  slow.  The  remedy  provided  by 
the  legislature  is  good  and  sufficient;  the  application,  we  sincerely  hope, 
will  not  be  unnecessarily  delayed. 


.  House  of  Refuge  in  Philaddphia.— Report  of  the  Board  of  Jfa* 
igers. 

"  Philamwhia,  Monk  SB,  U& 

<«  Sir, 

" 1  have  the  honor  to  trananit  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  bond  flf 
managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge  to  the  legislature,  and  request  you  to  lay  Ik* 
same  before  the  house  of  representatives. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

JAMfES  J.  BARCLAY,  Sae'ry  0.  ft" 

"  Hon.  John  La  forte,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  AeprescnUtiives" 

■i 

9 

14  To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Ptai- 

sylvania. 
.■; . u  In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  their  charter,  the  managers  of  the  Howe 
of  Refuge  respectfully  report, 

"  That  their  experience,  during  the  past  year,  authoriies  them  to  reiterate  the 
expressions  of  their  opinion  in  relation  to  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  instltunea 
under  their  charge.  They  are  satisfied  the  prejudices  formerly  existing  in  the 
minds  of  the  parents  and  connections  of  the  inmates  against  the  avstem  adopted 
by  the  legislature,  have  been  gradually  yielding  to  the  evidences  of  improve****! 
and  reform  afforded  by  the  conduct  of  those  who  have  been  indentured  or  dis- 
charged from  the  House  of  Refuge.  The  numerous  applications,  and  the  facility 
of  obtaining  respectable  and  suitable  places  for  these  children,  show  conclusivelv, 
that,  so  far  from  considering  their  commitment  an  objection,  they  are  generauy 
ipreferred  to  others  who  have  been  permitted  to  grow  up  without  salutary  lesUssst 
and  control.  The  humane  dbjeet  of  the  legislature,  in  providing  an  asylum  for 
•■■"•        i  ■       \?l  *   ■ 


lOMei 


fc*f4f  WJM  km  jfonlliajjrst  steps  *a  5  »ie»9JB>  cow,  wfrq  too  ^tbroMJj 
^(mop^gWii^  of  innocenee,  and,  from,  want,  uegject,  or  ignorance,  fajleja 
©loVr'the  temptation*  which  surround  them,  has  been  therefore  aftpos*  aiiswefetfj 
sttf«titfM*vwfc°  would  otherwise  have  remained  the  oohstanf a*d  regular  t*IP 
•sjaj  qfcau'r^imia    ■. usaiesx  burden  on. the community— whose  miserable  Hffril 


.fj^^V11?*,  *p^  *»r»  miaexable  death,  have  been  sent  forth  with  a> 
OArcrtpn.  industrious,  and  moral  habits,,  considerable  skill  in  tome  mi 
muBaimSit.  afrd  a  decree  ot  health  and  sirehWth,  which;  without  such  aft  aey htini 
tlieyeJWftiftve*  hsveVbtained.    "  '  -"5- 

2£¥As^»ff  remembered,  also,  thsiyaltnoiugfethoeaqsabjc^ 

Impart  from  the  county  treasury,  the  change  upon  the  public  is  not  therein 

-increaaecL    Every  child  within  its  walls,  in  all  human  probability.  wouRL 

1  iiftne  Alms-Houoe  or  the  Prjsora,  have  been  supported  by  (he  tatsmtinifjtt 

>n^rtinority,and,  when  permittee!  to  to  at  largo,  would  ho  turned  oat;  aw 

'iM  jdo^rided ,  into  the.  aakhjt  of  a  large  ekv,-  to  nref.  on  swwiejtv ,  untjh 


would  be  justified .    But  in  the  one  oasty  no  ucoms  can  be  used  to  educate, ii 

or  reform  the  subject ;  in  the  other,  these  are  great  and  leading  objects  an  view', 


ift£a£~<dO  edoesttion  are  becoming  more  diffused  throughout  the  commonwealth* 
^sjg&toot,rnfuse  Jo  aid  And  protect  an  unfortunate  class  of  individual!*  whoso  vices 
sjre^oAsgt^mea  occjaw/oned  by  accident  or  misfortune,  and  in  whose  favor  not  only 
fneir  oeqCHfafe  and  unhappy  situation,  but  the  interest  of  the  oomnronity,  urge 

rt£  "  jfrotsi  the  statement  hereunto  annexed,  the  legislature  will  see  that*  notwittah 
IjliiEJinjiifre  groat  additional  coat  occasioned  by  the  necessity  of  preventing 
no.  ecps racing  the  a^xes,  and  instructing  them  in  various  mechanical  occupsr- 
■L  the  Institution  receives  from  the  public,  for  each  child,  including  evert 
m  ntifei  butabrut  one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  per  week;  and' even  tbtt 
■Omitae  noMBn  have  no  means  of  raising  without  legislative  provision.  ■  The 
ejjttojfsive,  jbjuildinga  required  for  the  accominodatian  of  the  inmates,  have  exbaustr 
eorthe  funds  given  for  that  purpose,  and  left  a  considerable  debt  unpaid. — Unless 
the  appropriation  hitherto  made,  be  continued,  they  will  be  reduced  to  the 
njffCTsitjt  of- discharging,  or  turning  over  to  the  guardians  of  the  poor,  aUthe 
inmates  in  the  House ; — a  result,  which  would  probably  comrfgu  lhost'of  them  to 
inevitable  moral  destruction,  and  which  the  board,  confiding  in  the  judgment  and 
UMevaJJ^jr  of  ihe  tegMature;  Cannot  anticipate. 

V  j  Xhe  whole  sum  annually  received  from  the,  county,  is .  • . ... . .. ....  ,$10,606 

^i5/ children,  at  $1  25  per.  week,......;...  1....... ..../. rt...'  10,205 

Bunding  debt  due,  and  unpaid,  about. . ., 90,006 

M  The  receipts  and  expenditures,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  December, 
1881}  hsttaotat,  are/ at  follows,  vis. 

.  ReceipU.  \  .... 

From  life  and  annual  subscriptions,  donations,  and  the  labor  of  the 

Ibe  county  treasurer,  legislative  appropriation  for  1831, 10,000  06 

''-     $14,434  96 

IW  provision*,  slothing,  fuel,  salaries  of  officers,  &c.,  repairs  and  alter- 

Vs  ationa  of  buildings,  interest  on  moneys  borrowed,. ....... • $16,605  9$ 

•^Tfce  mwmberef  mmates  in  the  institutioci,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1831,  waa  87 


.?, 


..-;..  tHM^pjrvn.  1st  January,  1831,  to  1st  January,  1832. 

v"    4  Boys.    Girls.    Total. 


» ■■  * :. 


tbeoouxUand  magistrates, , ......87.     $4  .     111 

5«  aw        M 


§4  PBMON  DISCIPLINE  SOCfsOTT. 

Discharged  duriag  the  same  period. 


Boys.  Girls.   1 

By  indenture, 39  10 

As  of  age, 6  8 

Not  proper  subjects, 7  4 

Returned  to  their  friends, 14  3 

Sent  to  the  Aims-House, 3  0 

Sent  to  sea, 2  0 

Died, 2  0 

73        25 

Remaining  in  the  House  on  the  1st  of  January,  1832, 113        44 

Of  the  whole  number  received  during  the  year,  there  were, 

From  Northampton  county, 2         0 

Philadelphia  city  and  county, 95        24 

Susquehanna  county, 2  0 

99        24 

u  Of  the  number  of  boys  placed  out  as  apprentices, 
15  have  been  indentured  to  farmers. 
1         "  "  tanner  and  currier. 

1         "  "  paper-maker. 

1         "  "  bricklayer. 

1  "  "  coppersmith. 
3    "     "                "                storekeepers. 

2  "  "  millers. 

5  "  "  shoemakers. 

1  u  "  house  carpenter. 

1  "  "  hatter. 

2  "  "  auger  and  sickle-maker. 
1  "  "  chair-maker. 

1  "  "  cotton  spinner. 

1  "  "  boat-builder. 

1  "  u  cabinet-maker. 

1  "  "  cooper. 

1  "  "  printer. 

39 

"  The  girls  who  hare  been  indentured  have  all  (10)  been  apprenticed  toll 
housewifery. 

"  The  boys  have  been  employed  in  book-binding,  boot  and  shoemaking,  U 
ing,- in  manufacturing  brass  and  cut  nails,  band-boxes,  watch  chains,  Ac.; 
girls,  in  sewing  and  nouse  work  generally. 

"  The  average  age  of  the  boys  received  in  1832,  was  14£  years  ;  that  of  the  { 
about  15  years. 

"  By  order  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge. 

"  Philadelphia,  March  29, 1832. 

JOHN  8ARGEANT,  Presiim 
*  Attested, 

"  James  J.  Barclay,  Scc'y  H.  R." 

GEORGIA. 

Penitentiary  at  Mxlledgevilh. — The  legislature  has  passed  a  In 
abolish  it  This  is  very  well.  When  the  state  of  society  is  rati 
any  state,  as  to  justify  the  imprisonment  of  missionaries,  and  retain  ti 
in  Prison,  after  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Si 
in  their  favor,  and  hold  itself  in  an  attitude  for  civil  war  rather  i 
release  them  in  obedience  to  its  mandate— better  that  such  a  Peri 
liary,  among  such  a  people,  should  be  abolished.  Forty  stripes,  i 
•ne,  on  the  bare  back,  according  to  the  new  law,  is  a  leas  grieva 
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ad  now  see  how  the  Great  Spirit,  of  whom  the  Indians  50  often 
k,  can  bring  good  out  of  evil.  Dr.  Butler  writes  from  the  Georgia 
tentiary,  under  date  March  25, 1832,  as  follows  : 

"  Pes iTKBTiAmY,  March  85, 1898. 
Vhen  we  came  here,  the  almost  universal  opinion  among  the  convicts  was, 
10  one  could  maintain  a  Christian  character  in  the  Penitentiary.    And  those 
lppeared  very  friendly  towards  us.  said,  that  oar  attempt  to  instruct  their 
7  prisoners,  was  like  casting  pearls  before  swine. 

rofanity  and  filthy  conversation  were  on  the  lips  of  every  one.  Our  seasons 
»ning  worship  were  generally  disturbed  by  talking  and  laughing.  But  now, 
shanked !  Comparatively  speaking,  there  is  but  little  profanity,— and  our 
ns  oi  evening  worship  are  now  as  solemn  as  the  awakened  worship  of  the 
rence  room.  Those  who  said  that  a  religious  character  could  not  be  main- 
d  here,  stand  aghast — though  some  of  them  revile.  Two  weeks  ago,  Dr. 
n  and  Mr.  Hoyt  preached  to  us,  and  Dr.  B.  again  the  Tuesday  morning  fal> 
ig.  Much  feeling  was  manifested  by  preacher  and  hearers.  To-day  a 
itian  class  was  organized  ;  not  for  Methodist,  Presbyterian,  or  Baptist  pur- 
.  but  for  the  purpose  of  serving  the  Lord.  All  who  were  determined  to 
the  Lord  were  requested  to  come  forward  and  have  their  names  registered, 
ity-five,  including  Mr.  Worcester  and  myself,  came  forward,  and  there  pub- 
engaged  to  serve  the  Lord  ;  others,  with  deep  feeling,  kept  back,  thinking 
had  not  sufficiently  considered  the  subject.  The  individuals  of  that  class 
probably  be  conversed  with  separately,  and  the  feelings  of  each  ascertained, 
ly  one  third  of  the  convicts  belong  to  the  class.  Surely  it  is  a  day  of  won- 
The  Lord  can  bring  good  out  of  evil,  light  out  of  darkness,  make  the  wrath 
an  to  praise  him,  and  restrain  the  remainder." 

1  another  letter,  written  after  the  mandate  of  the  Supreme  Court 
been  received  and  disregarded  by  the  court  in  Georgia,  Dr.  Butler 
es,— 

Perhaps  God,  in  his  mysterious  providence,  has  a  work  for  us  to  perform  here 
s  cause  before  he  can  release  us.  It  is  good  to  be  at  his  disposal.  Our  Bible 
i  is  an  interesting  one,  consisting  of  thirteen  members.  The  Sabbath  school 
not  yet  been  organized.  I  must  say,  that,  in  view  of  the  work  of  God  here,  1 
ild  feel  it  a  trial  to  leave." 


TENNESSEE. 

Mate  Prison  in  Nashville. — A  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
server  writes, — 

There  is  in  Nashville  probably  the  best  Penitentiary  or  State  Prison  which  is 
f  found  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  It  is  situated  on  a  level  plain,  half 
ile  westward  of  the  city,  and,  with  its  yard,  covers  three  acres  of  ground. 

main  building  and  wings  will,  when  completed,  be  sufficient  to  contain  two 
iree  hundred  convicts.  There  are  now  forty-three  prisoners,  who  work  daily 
recting  the  internal  buildings  and  shops  which  are  needed.  Solitary  ronfine- 
t  at  night  is  adopted  in  this  Prison.     A  suitable  chaplain  is  greatly  needed, 

1  hope  will  be  soon  employed.  Preaching  is  occasionally  enjoyed  by  the 
'icU,  and  several  of  them  have  become  members  of  the  church, 
rhe  keeper  of  this  Prison  was  once  keeper  of  the  State  Prison  of  Kentucky, 
s  every  way  qualified  for  his  office.  I  hope  the  day  will  soon  arrive  when 
f  Prison  will  be  constructed  upon  the  plan  of  this,  which  is  essentially  the 
r  u  that  of  the  Auburn  and  Sing-Sing  Prisons.  The  work  of  improvement, 
is  respect,  is  going  forward  nobly  in  the  West,  as  well  as  in  the  East;  so 
the  Prison  Discipline  Society  have  abundant  reason  to  feel  encouraged  ill 

labor  of  love.  Jt  is  a  noble  work  in  which  they  are  engaged.  I  hone  they 
not  cease  until  all  our  State  Prisons,  County  Jails  and  Poor-Houses  shall  be 
led  from  the  many  abominations  which  infest  them  now,  and  which  render 
l,  in  atony  instances,  public  schools,  or  rather  universities,  of  vioe«nd\oor- 
ba!" 

;■  v.:*  <  '  ... 


6*  mtek  Wnworwi  ««*i*hs, 


KENTUCKY. 


■I1  t   *     '" 

jnjt*n?Ui>ikx.    .  -.,-"■■'-£. 

Imprisonment  far  Debt — As  the  law  abolishing  nriprisovriMOt  fir 
debt  has  been  in  operation  more  than  nine  years,  we  have  taken  psinr' 
to  obtain  from  the  representatives  ia  Congress,  by  letter,  a  statemeti 
of.  the  practical  operation  of  the  law,  and  tie  regard  in  wUob  it  as  hekL 
by  the  public  mind,  after  so  long  an  experiment.  Six  letters  haw  bear 
rexeired ;  live  of  them  signed  by  a$  many  members'  of  Congress/  and. 
one  or  them  signed  by  three  others.  These  letters  we  shall  pi^blist ilj 
length,  as  we  have  liberty  to  do,*  from  the  gentlemea  whowrote  thajsv; 
It  wiil  be  seen  that  the  testimony  is  the  same,  with  scarcely  a  shasto  «ft 
variation,  in  favor  of  the  law.  "''.■"''       '  ■ '  ■'  . 

.^   .    >      ■.  '  «'■■■.■  .-.■■,         .,.■■.  m 

...  -■■'*.         ,  '  ■.'■■■  t"     r  ■       t : 

Letter  from  several  Representative*  in.  Congress  to  a  Gentleman  i*  B*sk*£ 

dated  Citv  of  WasUngUm,  Feb.  20,  183% 

"Shy 

"  We  have  severally  received  your  favors  makingr  incraipes  of  m  m? 
regard  to  the  operation  of  the  law  abolishing  imprisonment  tor  debt  in  Kantacky; 
to  which,  vc  now  give  you*  hasty  answer.  v 

"  In  reply  to  your  firet  interrogatory — '  Does  it  impair  credit  ? '  ■  ■  ye  answer,  It 


sometime!, 

„    extendi,  we 

hare  never  known  nor  heard  of  a  tingle  instance. 

"  3. .'  Do  -the  merchants  of  Kentucky  complain  that  they  eannct  obtai*  gcsfc 
in  other  states  on  terms  as  favorable  for  credit  .as  merchants  from  those  stale* 
where  imprisonment  for  debt  is  allowed  ? '  Ans.  So  far  as  our  knowledge  ettaiii, 
we  have  never  heard  of  a  single  complaint  We  believe  thai  credit  can  br 
obtained  to  a  ruinous  extent  now,  aa  much  as  before  the  abolition  of  iaprisoa*- 
ment  for  debt. 

"  4.  '  Is  the  law  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  in  Kentucky,  (after  use 
years*  experience)  a  subject  of  frequent  complaint  ? '  -  sin*.  So  far  a*  our  kaswi- 
edge  extends,  no  complaint  is  made.  The  law  meets  general  if  notuaiienai 
approbation. 

"  5.  '  Do  you  perceive  any  tendency  or  desiro  in  the  public  mind  to  revert  \s 
the  old  system?  Ans.  None, — not  the  least  tendency,  so  far  as  we  know  •? 
believe. 

"  6*.  *  If  any  class  of  citizens  in  Kentucky  complain  that  imprisonment  for  debt- 
is  abolished,  who  are  they,  and  why  do  tiiey  complain  ? '    Ans.    This  has  bees.- 
substantially  answered.    The  law  is  believed  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  state.    It  is  a, 
relief  from  the  most  grievous  distress,  and  has  contributed  to  greater  punctuality 
in  payment,  by  leaving  the  debtor  to  the  free  scope  of  his  faculties, 

With  great  respect,  we  are 

Your  obedient  servants, 

.rt.chard  m.  Johnson.  . 
joseph  le  compte,  . 
john  adair." 


letter  from  the  Hon.  Nathan  Gaither,  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Washington  City,  Feb.  22,1832. 

"  Your  letter  of  the  14th  inst.  has  been  received,  and  the  inquiry 
in  it  relative  to  the  effects  of  the  law  of  Kentucky  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt,  shall  be  frankly  answered,  with  liberty  to  do  what  70U  please  with  the 
answer. 

"  Your  first  inquiry  is,  *  Does  the  law  impair  credit  ?  '  I  am  confident  it  has  had 
so  such  effect. 

" '  Does  it  oppress  the  poor,  by  preventing  them  from  obtaining,  sometimes,  on 
credit,  the  necessaries  of  life  ? '    It  has  no  such  effect 
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•"Do  the  merchants  of  Kentucky  complain  that  they  cannot  obtain  goods  in 
kher  states,  on  terms  as  favorable  for  credit,  as  merchants  from  those  states  where 
nprisonment  for  debt  is  allowed?'  I  have  never  heard  any  complaint  of  the 
tnd,  neither  do  I  believe  there  is  any  cause  for  it. 

-**1  Is  the  law  of  Kentucky  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  a  subject  of  freeuent 
a—plaint  ? '  It  is  now  seldom  spoken  of,  so  perfectly  has  the  moral  sense  of  the 
rantry  yielded  to  it. . 

*  *  Do  you  perceive  any  tendency  in  the  district  which  you  represent  to  revert 
i  the  ola  system  ? '  Not  the  least  tendency ;  and  1  am  confident  that  no  man  has 
■isooai  popularity  enough  to  be  elected,  who  would  avow  such  to  be  his  object. 
" '  If  any  class  of  citizens  in  Kentucky  complain  that  imprisonment  for  debt  is 
bolished,  who  are  they,  and  why  do  they  complain  ? '  The  only  class  I  ever 
enrd  complain,  were  dealers  in  money,  called  Movers,  who  fatten  upon  the  mis- 
Ktttne  or  indiscretion  of  their  neighbors,  and  are  perfect  Shylooks  in  feeling  and 
riacinle. 

"  The  effect  of  the  law  has  been,  obviously,  to  diminish  the  numbers  of  those 
rho  feel  the  degradation  of  being  immured  with  the  felon,  in  the  walls  intended 
alv  to  secure  tne  criminal ;  and  the  unfortunate  wife  and  children  bear  with 
tftrtude  the  entire  loss  of  property,  with  a  determined  spirit  to  labor  and  make 
lore,  by  knowing  the  husband  and  father  is  not  to  be  torn  from  them,  and  incar- 
•rated,  because  no  cannot  pay  all  his  debts.  It  has  introduced,  also,  a  more 
■crest  system  of  credit,  without  affecting  any  interests  injuriously.  If  the  people 
i  other  states  are  constituted  as  the  Kentuckians  are,  the  statesman  will  never 
ipent  expunging  from  the  statute  books  the  ugly  ape  ef  tyranny — the  law  which 
■prisons  lor  debt. 

Tours  respectfully, 

NATHAN  GAITHER." 


from  the  Hon.  A.  6.  Haws,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated 

Washington  City,  Feb.  33, 1KB. 

*  Don  Sir, 

"  Tour  favor  of  the  14th  inst.  has  been  received,  in  which  you  ask  my 
rinion  in  relation  to  the  operation  of  the  law  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt 
i  the  state  of  Kentucky,  and  whether  it  has  had  the  effect  to  impair  credit,  or 
leravte  disadvantageously  on  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community,  ace. 
n  Ifine  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  repeal  of  the  law  which  authorised 
m  etedftor  to  imprison  the  body  of  his  debtor,  for  non-compliance  with  his  con-  ' 
act,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  enabled  to  judge  of  tne  whole  state  by  the  part  which  I 
ive  the  honor  to  represent,  there  has  been  no  injury  to  credit,  nor  complaint  on 
sj  part  of  the  poorer  elapses  of  the  community  in  relation  to  it.  From  the  mer* 
uuits  there  have  been  no  complaints ;  and  no  man,  however  talented  or  personally 
molar,  could  be  elected  to  the  most  insignificant  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people, 
ho  had  the  boldness  and  effrontery  to  avow  his  preference  for  the  existence  of 
ich  a  law.  Its  repeal  was  hailed  by  all  classes  or  the  community  with  enthuai- 
sjn,  save  a  few  money  dealers  or  movers,  who  fatten  on  the  misfortunes  of  their 
eighbors,  and  who  used  the  law  as  an  engine  to  draw  from  the  community  the  * 
roots  of  their  industry.  The  repeal  of  the  law  has  had  the  effect  to  produce  a 
lore,  uniform  and  safe  mode  of  credit,  to  add  energy  to  the  industry  of  the  people, 
ad-  to  rescue  many  honest  and  worthy  families  from  entire  ruin.  Could  a  history 
f  the  lives  of  those  who  have  suffered  for  highly  penal  offences  be  obtained,  I 
ave  no  doubt  but  their  entrance  on  the  road  of  degradation  and  of  crime  could 

•  traced  to  a  confinement  for  non-compliance  with  a  contract.  So  great  is  the 
fngaHOQf  to  imprisonment  in  the  state  of  Kentucky,  that,  although  allowed  for 
ugments  obtained  as  satisfaction  of  assault  and  battery  and  slander,  any  man 
rho  would  exercise  his  privilege  of  confinement  (except  in  the  most  aggravated 
ases)  would  be  stamped,  by  universal  consent,  as  a  heartless  member  of  society. 

u  You  can  use  this  as  you  please. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  friend 

And  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  HAWES." 
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Ldler  from  the  Hon.  Chittenden  Lwm  of  the  House  of  Representative*,  dated 

Washington,  Feb.  24, 1833. 
"  Sir, 

"  Your  favor  of  the  14th  inst.  requesting  me  to  express  my  opinion  n 
regard  to  the  operation  of  the  law  in  Kentucky  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt, 
is  before  mc ;  and  in  reply  to  your  several  inquiries  contained  therein,  I  give  too 
my  response  with  pleasure 
" '  Does  it  impair  credit  ?  '    I  think  not 

" '  Does  it  oppress  the  poor,  by  preventing  them,  sometimes,  from  obtaining  o» 
credit  the  necessaries  of  life  ?  '  I  answer,  No,  if  the  person's  habits  of  moralitr 
and  industry  are  such  as  to  enable  him  to  obtain  credit  were  imprisonment  far 
debt  not  abolished. 

" '  Do  the  merchants  of  Kentucky  complain  that  they  cannot  obtain  goods  in  nthrr 
states  on  terms  as  favorable  for  credit  as  merchants  from  other  states  where  impris- 
onment for  debt  is  allowed  ? '  I  have  never  lieard  such  complaints.  I  am  mTsrli'a 
merchant,  and  liavo  been  for  twenty  years  ;  and  have  found  no  such  tlifitnrace. 
"  *  Js  the  law  of  Kentucky  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  (after  nine  yean' 
experience)  a  subject  of  frequent  complaint  V  No.  Seven  eighths  of  the  people 
are  satisfied  with  it. 

" '  Do  you  perceive  any  tendency  or  desire  in  the  public  mind,  in  the  district 
.  which  you  represent,  to  return  to  the  old  system  r '     I  answer,  No ;  the  subject  is 
not  agitated. 

"  As  I  have  given  brief  answers  to  the  foregoing  inquiries,  I  presume  no  answer 
in  necessary  to  your  last  inquiry. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHITTENDEN  LYONV 

Letter  from  the  Hon.  Christopher  Tompkins,  of  Hit  Hou*t  of  Rcprestuliuk^ 

dated  Washington,  March  3,  18&. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

'•  Your  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  law  of  Kentucky  abolishing  imprison- 
ment for  debt  has  been  received,  and  I  now  proceed  to  reply,  briefly,  to  th*  sft- 
cral  inquiries  you  make  as  to  its  operation  and  effects. — As  to  the  first :  1  do  not 
perceive  that  credit  has  been  impaired  in  any  degree,  by  the  operation  of  the  nw. 
The  property  of  an  individual,  and  the  reputation  he  mav  have  established  far 
integrity,  are  tlie  circumstances  mainly  relied  on  by  those  who  have  dealings  with 
him ;  and  if  the  right  of  imprisoning  the  person  of  the  debtor  lie  looked  to  at  all  by 
the  creditor  at  the  time  of  contracting,  it  is  merely  ns  th*»  inenm  of  •■:»£■!*:  in-:  • 
surrender  of  his  property  to  answer  the  demands  against  Iv.a.     h°,  thereiure.  his1 

Croperty  can  be  as  effectually  reached  by  other  means,  the  right  of  imprison. >»» 
is  person  can  or  ought  to  furnish  no  additional  motive  for  extending  erecV't  M 
him.  The  former  law  of  Kentucky  in  relation  to  insolvent  debtors  anhjerted  tb"i 
to  imprisonment,  but  provided  that,  after  the  expiration  of  twenty  iKiys,  !i-*.r 
might  obtain  their  enlargement  by  making  out  a  schedule  of  their  property  on 
•  oath,  and  surrendering  it  in  satisfaction  of  their  dvbts.  They  may  wmr  h*  com- 
pelled by  a  court  of  chancery  to  answer  on  oath,  nwl  discover  all  tfieir  estate.  leal 
and  persona! — whether  in  possession  or  choses  in  action.  Moreover,  the  e*o.rU 
are  vested  with  power  to  prevent  transfers  or  removals  of  the  debtor'*  property, 
whenever  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  attempts  will  be  made  to  evade  jus'Jce. 
'•  Trior  to  the  entire  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  a  change  hid  l*ea 
made  in  the  insolvent  laws  to  the  advantage  of  the  debtor,  in  this,  that,  on  Uunr 
arrested,  he  had  the  right,  by  surrendering  his  property  on  oath,  to  claim  h» 
immtifiatr  discharge  from  cimindv.  instead  of  remaining'  in  confinement  twenty 
days.  Now,  it  is  true,  that,  when  the  legislature  was  about  to  repeal  all  la« 
authorizing  the  debtor  to  be  t:iken  into  custody,  it  was  thought  bv  manv.  and  st 
myself  among  others,  that  an  honest  man.  wilfing  to  do  justice  to  his  creditor,  was 
already  sufficiently  protected  ng;iinst  oppression  ;  and  that  any  further  legislation 
on  the  subject  was.  therefore,  not  onlv  unnecessary,  but  might  give  aid  and  encour- 
agement to  the  fraudulent  debtor.  'But  the  event  has  shown.  I  think,  tli.il  uV 
rights  of  the  creditor  are  or  well  .*ecured  by  the  existing  laws  as  thev  weie  before 
the  final  abolition  of  impris'inm-nt  for  debt.  Such,  at  least,  seems  to  he  tiie  pre- 
vailing opinion,  judging  from  the  general  acquiescence  in  the  operation  of  the 
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u  In  conclusion  I  will  add,  in  reply  to  your  other  inquiries,  that  the  poor,  under 
the  operation  of  the  law  in  question,  are,  as  far  as  I  have  observed,  enabled  to 
procure  on  credit  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  with  as  much  facility  as 
formerly.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  law,  after  experience  of  its  operation,  is  a  sub- 
ject of  any  complaint ;  nor  do  I  perceive  any  tendency  or  desire  in  the  public 
mind  to  resort  to  the  old  system. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHRISTOPHER  TOMPKINS." 

Letter  from  the  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Marshall,  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

dated  Washington,  March  6, 1832. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  letter  of  the  13th  ult.,  making  sundry  inquiries  relative  to  the 
eonseouences  found  to  have  resulted  in  Kentucky  from  abolishing  imprisonment 
for  debt,  has  been  placed  in  my  hands ;  and  I  take  pleasure  in  giving  such  answer 
M  my  limited  knowledge  on  the  subject  enables  me  to  do. 

"  You  aak,  1st, '  Has  the  abolishing  of  imprisonment  for  debt  impaired  credit  ?  ' 
2d. '  Is  it  oppressive  to  the  poor,  by  preventing  them  from  obtaining  sometimes, on 
credit,  the  necessaries  of  life  ? '  My  opinion  is,  that  credits  are  not  so  extensive, 
nor  so  indiscriminate  since,  as  they  were  at  certain  periods,  and  especially  a  few 
years  before  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  I  attribute  this  change, 
nowever,  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  to  other  causes  ;  and  can  say  that,  in  my  judg- 
ment, there  is  no  want  of  credit  in  the  general  business  transactions  of  the 
country  ;  and  that  I  neither  know  nor  have  heard  of  any  instance  in  which  the 
poor  have  been  prevented  from  obtaining  necessaries  on  credit,  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  this  process. 

"  I  answer  to  the  3d  interrogatory,  that  I  do  not  perceive  '  any  tendency  or 
•estre  in  the  public  mind  to  revert  to  the  old  system ;'  and  to  the  4th,  that  I 
know  of  no  class  of  citizens  in  Kentucky  who  *  complain  that  imprisonment  for 
debt  is  abolished.'  Individuals  there  certainly  are,  who  occasionally  express  dis- 
content; but  the  instances  are  few,  and  I  think  the  public  mind  may  be  said  to  be 
entirely  at  rest  upon  the  subject. 

"  I  will  add  that,  as  far  as  my  observation  extends,  I  do  not  think  the  cases  in 
which  debtors  retain  their  property,  and  leave  their  debts  unpaid,  are  at  all  more 
numerous  (if  so  much  so)  now,  as  they  were  before  the  change  in  the  laws.  The 
•introduction  of  new  remedies  against  the  property  of  the  debtor,  or  the  extension 
sad  improvement  of  old  ones,  and  an  increased  vigilance  on  the  part  of  creditors 
and  officers  in  this  particular,  seem  to  have  placed  the  subject  on  a  footing  gene- 
rally satisfactory. 

Yours  with  respect, 

THOMAS  A.  MARSHALL." 


OHIO. 

State  Prison  at  Columbus. — The  governor,  Duncan  M'Arthur,  Esq., 
brought  the  subject  before  the  legislature,  in  his  message  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session  in  December,  as  follows : — 

**  Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  call  your  early  attention  to  the  Penitentiary,  or 
State  Prison.      The  present  situation  of  that  establishment  is  so  defective — so 

Emerally  deranged,  and  so  insecure — so  little  calculated  to  promote  the  objects 
r  which  it  was  established,  thit  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend  that  some  prompt 
and  efficient  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  to  remedy 
the  existing  evils,  and,  if  possible,  to  place  the  Prison  in  such  a  situation  as  will 
leenre  the  important  designs  of  punishment.     The  present  location,  and  every 
thing   connected    with   it,  appears   to  be    radically   defective.      The    object   of 
establishing  the  Penitentiary  was,  to  punish  crimes  and  offences,  reform   the  con- 
ricts,  and  deter  others  from  the  commission  of  crime.     In  all  these  respect*  it  has 
ailed.    Confinement  in  the  Penitentiary,  under  the  present  regulations,  is,  in  fact, 
10  punishment.     Experience  has  proved,  that  it  is  a  school  of  vice  and  ii  amoral - 
ty,  in  which  the  miserable  wretches  there  confined,  from  associations  wilh  etch 
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other,  from  the  loos*  and  easy  discipline  exercised  over  them,  from  the  veal 

of  fixed  and  certain  punishment  for  breaches  of  order  in  the  Prison,  and  from  tat 
lightness  of  their  labor,  are  cultivating  all  their  vicious  propensities ;  and,  at  tht 
end  of  their  term  of  imprisonment,  they  are  let  loose  upon  the  community    "^ 


cost  the  state  an  average  of  at  least  $10,000  per  annum ;  and,  according  to  tht 
statement  of  the  keeper,  the  expense  of  the  present  year  is  about  13,000.    Tail' 
sum  is  a  heavy  tax  upon  the  honest  and  industrious  eitnens  of  the  state,  for  the 
support  and  encouragement  of  the  dishonest  and  depraved. 

41  The  present  site  of  the  Penitentiary,  being  upon  very  uneven  ground,  is  each 
as  will  not  admit  of  being  properlv  improved  lor  a  State  Prison.  jTho  builelasa. 
including  the  work-shops  and  cells,  appear  to  have  been  badly  constructed;  ate 
from  a  personal  examination,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  worth  repsiriaf. 
I  therefore  submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  changing  its  location,  and  eeleotiag  a 
more  appropriate  site,  and  of  erecting  a  new  Penitentiary  upon  the  Auburn  ay 
Wethersfield  plan.  The  manner  in  which  those  Prisons  are  constructed,  and  tfct 
plan  adopted  for  their  regulation  and  government,  appear  to  have  been  the  ma* 
successful  and  generally  approved ;  and  as  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that 
the  peace  and  safety  of  our  citisens  should  be  secured,  try  rendering  oertahi  what- 
ever punishment  our  laws  impose,  for  the  commission  of  crime,  at  the  tame  that 
that  the  prisoners  should  be  so  governed  as  to  be  made  to  support  Ihiimti  lire,  I 
earnestly  commend  this  subject  to  your  Immediate  attention,  and  feel  assure! 
that  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  will  devise  such  measures  a*  will  ensure  the  at- 
tainment of  objects  so  desirable. 

"  It  is  further  respectfully  submitted,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  at  It 
change  our  criminal  laws,  as  to  punish  more  of  the  minor  onVnoee  promptly,  m 
the  counties  where  they  may  be  committed.  The  confinement  in  the  remaeansiy 
of  many  of  the  convicts,  is  believed  to  be  (from  the  many  petitions  presented  ft? 
their  pardon)  a  much  greater  punishment  to  their  famines  than  to  themselves.  A 
summary  mode  of  punishing  the  minor  offences  in  the  county  where  (joumitml. 
would  be  a  saving  of  expense  to  the  state,  restore  the  offender  to  hit  manly,  ami 
in  many  cases  prevent  them  from  becoming  a  public  charge." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison,  B.  Leonard,  Esq.,  presented  hit  report  01 
the  day  after  the  governor's  message  was  delivered,  which  shows  both 
the  miserable  condition  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  and  the  valuable  far* 
formation  of  which  the  keeper  was  possessed  concerning  the  needM 
remedy ;  and  is  as  follows  : — 

Annual  Report  of  the  Keeper  e/  the  Penitentiary* 

"  To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

41  It  becomes  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  honorable  body  a  statement  of  tht  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  and  general  condition  of  the  Onio  Penitentiary,  duritf 
the  past  year. 

"  In  adding  to  this  statement  a  few  general  remarks,  I  hope  that  I  may  sot  la 
considered  as  straying  far  from  the  path  which  leads  to  a  more  direct  perms 
of  my  duty.     Every  suggestion,  founded  upon  experience,  in  relation  to  tht  i 
ture  and  government  of  Prisons,  will  be  deemed  by  your  honorable  body  of  i 
importance. 

*'  Until  the  year  1896,  the  Prisons  in  all  the  states  in  the  Union  were,  as 
their  structure,  government  and  general  results,  nearly  similar.    The  " 
for  the  Auburn  Prison  waa  commenced  as  early  as  1815,  but  did  not  auai 
present  high  standing  until  the  befbre-roeiitioned  period.    Being  of  original 
structioa,  it  is  not  strange  that  it  should  have  been  found  at  first  somewhat  m 


feet :  but  those  who  had  the  management  of  it,  being  desirous  to  avoid  the 
of  the  « Old  City  Prison,'  which  cost  the  state  of  New  York  a  million  of 


and  upwards,  made  one  alteration  after  another,  until  it  has  become  a 

states  to  follow.    Up  to  the  year  1887,  the  stale  of  Connecticut  had  expend* 


ed  for  the  support  of  the  Newgate  Prison,  $240,000.    In  this  year,  the  liiislsstie 
authorized  the  erection  of  a  new  Prison,  at  Wethersfield,  which  difsen  from  tht 
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frW^WftPiisop,j#-yiekljng  an  -annual  profit  of  from  three  to  fetor  thousand  dbfc 
*i  lOfrfttad  oj*  ffum*ig;l»t  to  twelve  thouso/td  'dollars  as  a  tan. 
£ji*  1  rSW,.  thtMtatv  \A'  JVIoiiie  authorised  Ihc  fraction  of  an  additional  number 
c*>jU  M>;Um  old  4M»tfs,«utUcu»nL  ft>r  the  vepacate  confinement  of  an/  probable 
4ub**r  -of  cnuvicli.    Til*  old  Prison  at  Charfoitnwn  hus  received -an  addition  to : 


3  been  di.ssatisii'd  witli  ita,  operation:*;  and:  itiittft!  rent' Bitting*  bf  the  legmlatnYej "' 
,^aurs  bi»y«.^«  eii.-olwtK'l/  >an«l  -impartially  .jftiraeinrzid  r  it  has  undergone-  rhw 
*i{MpM?Wn  '»**  Vui  W*f  oliWtw  imr.oil  fen  selesLtd  to  carry  theih  into  faithfol'etV  " 


farce*,  tf  *i«^fi^e  ^iiyi4tuU,;4iie; moro,o\Yi»^  *>k  den>o*iii *the  general  otjftri&a-, 
gritf  tfw  Viii«iinvtba»  to  a  want  of-.ene*gy-jnth«K?  appointed  16  preside;  oveif ' 
Uftpotof  {*.-.•  i.  ... .  ■■.:..,.■ 

iieftw  j*jt  wv.J*}  ariivo  sA  a  drtierent  ocaielusinn.-    With,  perhaps*,  not  a  tingle 
y^i^lli.^ioiifrispus.librouifhoutftfa-r  Union  to « which  the  Ohio  Prwofr  bears  fr  re-' 
|i^a«-s#9Mf]e  UtW4  to  ana  war  .any  of  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  designed. 
W^yet^a^^^-  IwoupDKluotive  of- a  sreaJtei*  amount  of  evil  than'  good;  and 
qWtaFtt~&«t  tfjpUtiu  J'ur  the  dissemination,  of  vie*'  eonld  not  Be  devised,  than  iti 
)be  found  within  the  walls  of  tin-  Ohio  Prison.      There  is  an  Unavoidable  c'Cnri- 
m»i#aHiHf  JwpU.jOi)  amoog  the.  prisoners  during- the  day ;  and  all  the  evils  arising 
-qsj  ajfcfpwWtlMntt*  of  ttm.niifhti  Jooins.are  livpe'phinly  exMeibed.-     Situated  as 
^4Mr9*}9i»tifc'*m-Wid.tdt>  hold   fnw  6e»ti*rsatioii.      They  entertain  :each\ 
d|H,  |^r>w*kiq^«acb  eruius  which  they  have  -committed,  or  known  others  to  com-  , 
iiKth^ff^«pi^i(rai^«i:aj]uuy«UonsiiairraUnDi|  tfcrir'base'' passion*  art  fanned  lnt6': 
<||aja||MltAains>r  iheaiilajre  soliait<HM-to:r«Ofttt«^tT6nr.t)ierrfe)lriWS  the  antpfottoo 
bfjjpa^rMftsMlftiiue  to  t/teir^exterHy  and  wicked  triumph  ;'tlie  young  in  years, 
nd  the  novice  in  crime,  are: made  impatient1  theories, and  look-  forward  withgrefct 


^fflnS™8*  v  tn^?£  '.nurseries  of  ariiae,'  hat},  "W-  tog  sinae.eUaredonHeVaiMfr 
»n  oruie  ore  stMiimary'  met hods  of  punisfiment  revived. into  use  :  though ifre-  ,-. 
relics  of  barbarism.'  they  would  be,  comparatively,  (Customs  of  an  enlightened 
ad  virtuous  ago ;  they  would,  at  least,  caution  men  againaj.  the  effects  ol  crime, 
'ilhout  forcing  ujptli*  theih  Vessons  for  its  more '  rejady  and  secret  performance. 
Better  even  that  the  laws  were  written  in  blood,  than  that  they  should  be  exe- 
iited  in  sin.'  '  *-"  "•  ?.■-■■■■• 

il*^u*Vi(%tunate'fdT.ouc  country,  in  the  activity  of  her  wakeful  benevolence,  a 
rf^awihai  ^aclan^th  iH-eu  put  in  operation,  whi  civ  is  giving  aatifrfhctorvde  riibnstr^- 
ons  of  its  usefulness  both  to  the  offender  nud  to  tlie  offended.      The  object  of  "' 
iia4jtot»ra,iff  riot  til  pwniali  for  pumthuiewt  euke»;  *ior  i«  It  to  induce  men  to  be- 
iisjeteislntniiijit  mjhimnfr  of  then*  a  temporary  ti^k  nuion  of  trn'hr  liberty  only, 
i  ibm-ftto^wBi  tuition.  ■  it  has  fur  it*  (frjcvt-'  ih»  removal  of  those  guilty  of 
issjuisHBi  tjkeir  ihdoient  and  cvindnai  assocmt^-^irom  the  theatre  of  their  toHy 
id  wickedness — to  a  situation  in  which  they   can  le.-irn  habits  of  industry,  and    ' 
^rAaa^prafitabkvdabcrf ;  hnvt^  instilled  into  their  mind^  itmr a  1  and  religious  sen- 
nsjsjfat4; mm& hetflirniahad  with  oppoitunitii?.<k  ny  sober  reflection,  to  conduct' their    : 
iaia  ao^m'laadnbtn  and  dctorminad  parpoae.'  Huch  itre  the  good  eflccts  to  be  wit- 
•sssjatt)yLtiia.0SK*atJDn9  of  the  Auburn,  Wetl«»r»fi*fd.i»hd  Baltimore  Prisons. 
'"  ->ln»i— ht  it  sand  mil]  ba  remarked  of  thexo  ri«tr>b!ishinents,  thnt  the  work- 
tossj»«r«  soLcanstraetipd,  and  the  eonvioU  no  arran|fr*d  within  them,  that  they  are 
dsstsjIMbr  uncferUae  *ye  of  «t  gnard  ;  and  being-  pnHtibited  from  holding  conver- 
ting osf-sWa  a  severe  peealty,  and  beine  in  the-mortvinsf  weary  nnder  the  weight     ^ 
'  tfceipMWii  tilifijirhtiat  ni^'ht,  they  work  frohr«hoite.  ss  well  as  from  necessity : 
ifiaWiaa  w^ttJi^oiphBed"  in  all-  theirmovemen<«  m  men  in  a  regular  army ;,  and, 
i  B^eeetiiinsjil^hiiil  pujii!  iliianT  sirni/  pVfsohMr^retfhHi  jfldnetohisrdomatriight:    ' 
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4B  PRISON  DISCIPLINE  SOCIETY. 

"  During  two  cr  three  yean,  the  Rev.  James  Chute  officiated  as  chaplain  toll 
Ohio  Prison ;  and  I  take  thia  opportunity  to  bear  testimony  to  the  faithful  maw 
in  which  be  discharged  his  clerical  dnties.  In  the  month  of  May  last,  Mr.  Ghat 
resigned  his  charge ;  since  which  time,  divine  service  has  not  been  regularly  pa 
formed  in  the  Prison.  No  system  of  discipline  can  be  considered  as  perfect,  uu 
has  not  added,  as  one  of  its  essential  properties,  religions  instruction. 

"  But  in  a  Prison  like  ours,  gospel  admonition  is  as  unheeded  as  the  wind  tin 
passes  by  its  grated  windows.  The  fear  of  being  met  by  the  smile  of  derision,  i 
of  being  pointed  at  as  weak  and  silly  dupes,  congeals  the  heart  of  the  paeon) 
into  more  determined  obduracy,  and  fits  him  for  the  commission  of  crimes  of  l| 
blackest  die.  ?  ■ 

"From  thirty  to  forty  convicts  have  been  employed  in  making  brick, shot 
half  a  mile  from  the  Prison,  from  the  latter  part  or  Msreh  to  the  beginning  af  g) 
present  month.  From  five  to  twenty  were  engaged  a  short  time  on  the  easj 
feeder,  and  a  low  have  been  employed  in  digging  and  performing  other  labor  f 
the  vicinity  of  the  Prison.  The  season  having  been  unfavorable  for  brick-flat 
ing,  the  business  has  not  proved  as  profitable  as  was  anticipated ;  but,  by  prosi 
outing  it,  a  number  of  men  have  been  kept  at  work,  who  otherwise  would  ban 
remained  idle.  The  policy,  however,  of  placing  men  without  the  walls  eft> 
Prison  to  perform  labor,  is  a  bad  one,  and  can  have  but  few  for  its  advocatM 
Guarding  them  is  attended  with  an  increase  of  expense — their  labor,  is  unpradue 
tive — they  act  with  feelings  of  less  moral  restraint— and  escapes  are  more  fie 
quent.  To  prevent  escapes,  in  going  from  and  returning  to  the  Prison,  it  hi 
been  necessary  to  chain  toe  convicts  together ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  i 
spectacle  more  degrading  to  human  net  ore.  more  humiliating  to  the  pride  aui 
boasted  prosperity  of  a  people,  than  this,  when  compared  with  too  enlisbtescd 
and  beneficial  course  which  might  be  pursued.  Under  such  a  regulation,  thf 
mind  of  the  prisoner  becomes  so  debased,  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame  end  rfaucne, 
that  he  looks  forward  to  no  higher  destiny  than  that  under  which  be  soften;  «, 
if  hb  feelings  should  rise  above  their  depression,  it  is  only  to  make  a  uesytfali 
exertion  to  shake  off  the  shackles  by  which  he  is  enslaved. 

"  The  number  of  sick  during  the  last,  was  less  than  the  precedine;  sunumsr; 
but  it  would  not  fall  short  of  ten  or  twelve,  as  an  average,  for  the  whole  of  tat 
last  year. 

'*  It  is  necessary  to  keep  a  sufficient  number  of  tailors  snd  shoemakers  cmpWjcd, 
to  furnish  clothes  for  the  convicts ;  and  for  want  of  shops,  we  are  compeuM  te 
place  the  shoemakers  in  one  room  of  the  hospital,  and  the  tailors  in  a  part  *f  ike 
other.  In  a  work-shop  (and  the  hospital  may  be  called  onej  the  sick  cannot  re- 
ceive the  comforts  which  their  situations  require,  and  which,  even  from  eonvfc*, 
humanity  would  not  permit  us  to  withhold.  Situated  as  the  hospital  now  %  't 
would  be  difficult  to  estimate  its  injurious  tendency. 

"  The  whole  number  of  perfect  escapes  that  were  made  in  the  last  year,  is  two 
ty-five ;  of  which  nine  were  from  the  brick-yard,  six  from  the  canal,  six  from  tat 
rooms,  three  from  the  front  gate,  and  one  from  the  Prison  yard. 

"  Tne  floors  of  the  night  rooms  aie  in  a  wretched  state  of  decay  ;  and  atfenpli 
to  escape  from  them  are  so  frequent,  that  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  doabb 
the  night  guard.  Escapes,  however,  are  so  easily  made,  that,  with  all  po—Mt 
vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  guards,  they  cannot  be  prevented  at  afl  times.  As- 
other  attempt  has  been  made  to  liberate  the  whole  of  the  prisoners,  by  ftsrisf 
open  the  front  gate  of  the  Prison  leading  into  the  hall.  The  gate-keeper  «■ 
seised,  and  held  until  thirteen  escaped ;  or  whom,  by  the  active  exertions  of  fat 
guards  and  citizens,  ten  were  re-taken. 

.  "  Since  the  Ohio  Prison  was  put  in  operation,  $180,000  have  been  expeideJ 
for  her  support ;  and  another  year  has-  commenced,  which  will  give  an  additks' 
to  this  amount  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

"  Agreeably  to  the  keeper's  report  in  1829,  sixty-five  convicts  were  receives  tk 
preceding  year.  From  November  of  this  year  to  the  same  month  in  1830,  sure- 
ty-six were  received.  A  proportional  increase  from  thU  date  to  the  same  in  NSr 
would  give  eighty-eight ;  but  ninety-three  have  been  received,  being  five  n*J* 
than  a  regular  increase.  This  ratio  of  increase  will  double  the  present  nuuuw 
of  convictions  in  about  four  years.  In  what  place  are  such  a  number  to  hi  a*/ 
in  security  ?  and  at  what  business  are  they  to  be  employed  ?  The  increase  of  e*> 
vicrions  greatly  exceeds  in  ratio  the  increase  of  population  >  ami  fcow  tkr  tub  h> 
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lections  in  oar  Penitentiary  system  contribute  to  produce  this  resmK, 
tly  ftffte  a  subject  ofgrave  inquiry. 
•  There  were  in  the  Prison  on  the  15th  of  November,  1830,  one  hundred  and 
ty-five  convicts.  There' has  been  received  since  that  period,  ninety-three. 
iere  have  been  discharged,  by  expiration  of  sentence,  five ;  by  pardon,  fifty-nine ; 
tapes,  twenty-five ;  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  two ;  and  deaths,  two:  leaving  in  the 
ison.  November  15, 1831,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five. 

Crimes. 

uiss  si— ling,   ....  42  Assault,  with  intent  to         Perjury, 3 

Urder,  first  degree,  .  .  3       kill; 8    Maiming, 3 

larder,     second    de-          Stabbing, 8    Forgery, 3 

gree, 10    Bape, 6    Arson, 4 

urgtary, .33  Assault,  with  attempt  Rate  on  daughter,  .  .    9 

tteemy, 19        to  rape, 4    Robbery, 1 

lobbing  nail,    ....    1  Counterfeiting,  ....  19  — — 
X  Manslaughter;    ....  3  Total,                165 


Sentences. 

pot  lift,  .     15    For  ten  years, ....    4  For  four  years,  ....  11 

*    twenty  years,  .  .    1      "    eight    "     .  .  .  .    1  u    three     "     ....  63 

"    sixteen     "      .  .    1      u    seven  u    ....  19  

«    fifteen       «       .  .    1      "    six       "     ....  19  Total,                166 
u  twelve      •«      .  .    2     "    five      "    ....  38 

r 

E.  LEONARD,  Keeper  Oats  PeniUmtimj. 
'Coumus,  December  7,  lgfiL" 

The  standing  committee  of  the  legislature  followed  the  governor  find 
the  keeper  with  an  able  report,  in  which,  after  exposing  the  character 
of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  they  recommend  the  erection  of  a  new 
Prison  containing,  at  least,  five  hundred  cells. 

Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Penitentiary. 

"  Mr.  Kirfland,  from  the  standing  committee  on  the  Penitentiary,  made  the  fol- 
lowing import : — 

M  The  standing  committee  on  the  Penitentiary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  report 
of  the  beeper  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  and  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as 
■elates  to  that  institution,  have  attended  to  part  of  the  duties  assigned  them  i  and 
as  to  the  part  to  which  they  have  attended ,  auk  leave  to  report : 

"  The  committee  have  examined  the  '  Ohio  Penitentiary,  its  condition  and  pros- 
pects ;  and  they  have  fully  concurred  in  the  opinion  so  often  expressed,  that  the 
institution  has  not  only  failed  to  answer  any  valuable  purpose,  out  has,  in  fact, 
become  a  serious  evil,  an  evil  which  requires  immediate  remedy.  Proofs  of  these 
positions  are  so  numerous,  and  their  force  so  generally  appreciated,  tliat  it  might 
seem  unnecessary  to  detail  them.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  a  right  apprehension  of 
the  causes  which  have  produced  results  so  unfavorable  to  the  institution,  and  so 
injurious  to  the  ■tale,  may  enable  the  legislature  to  devise  the  proper  remedy  for 
existing  evils,  and  to  guard  against  any  that  might  in  future  arise,  the  committee 
invite  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  most  prominent  errors;  and  these,  as 
the  committee  conceive,  may  be  comprised,  chiefly,  under  the  following  hands,  to 
wit:— 

"  1.  Location.  The  unevenncss  of  the  surface  occupied  by  the  buildings  and 
yards  enables  the  convicta,  in  certain  positions,  to  evade  the  inspection  of  the 
guards  and  overseers.  This  single  error  would  render  it  impracticable  to  enforce 
proper  regulations. 

[  u  2.  Construction.  In  the  north  wing,  the  cells  are  arranged  in  two  parallel 
rows,  with  a  narrow  hall  between  them ;  the  doors  opening  to  the  hall.  This 
improper  construction  enables  the  convicts  to  communicate  with  each  other,  by 
words  or  signs,  through  the  grating  of  the  doors.  Any  information  in  which  they 
■sel  interested  can,  in  defiance  of  the  most  vigilant  inspection,  and  whilst  the 
are  locked  up  in  their  cells,  be  transmitted  from  one  extreme  of  the 
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building  to  the  other,  in  the  course  of  fifteen  minutes.  In  this  situation,  almost 
entirely  concealed  from  the  observation  of  the  guards,  they  can  mature  their  plau 
for  mischief  or  escape  unnoticed ;  and  those  confined  on  the  north  side  of  the  hall 
can  receive,  through  the  windows,  any  external  aid  that  may  offer.  The  work* 
shops  are  so  constructed  and  arranged,  as  to  afford  the.  convicts  almost  constant 
opportunities  to  associate  together,  and  devise  plots  and  conspiracies,  or  to  waste 
their  time  in  idleness. 

"  For  want  of  room,  the  tailors  and  sick  are  crowded  into  the  hospital  together, 
without  any  apparent  regulation  ;  presenting  a  complication  of  misery  not  induced 
by  the  necessities  of  the  state,  nor,  as  the  committee  conceive,  justified  towardi 
even  the  most  incorrigible  offenders. 

"  The  Prison  yard  and  buildings  are  not  only  too  limited  for  the  number  of 
prisoners  they  already  contain,  but  they  are  in  a  most  ruinous  and  dilapidating 
condition. 

"  It  seems  that  the  Prison  docs  not  afford  room  for  the  employment  of  more  than 
about  ninety  convicts;  consequently,  all  over  that  number  must  be  locked  up  is 
their  cells  and  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  or  kept  at  labor  to  no  advan- 
tage. There  are,  at  this  time,  as  the  committee  understand — and  they  hare  the 
information  from  the  proper  source — upwards  of  forty  prisoners  wholly  unemployed 
for  want  of  room. 

"3.  Discipline.  The  state  of  discipline  may  well  be  pronounced  wretched. 
Discipline,  so  called,  which  permits  an  indiscriminate  intercourse  amone  Ukwu- 
oners  during  the  day,  is  totally  inefficient — radically  defective.  In  the  Ohio  Pen- 
itentiary, large  groups  of  them  are  not  unfrequently  collected  together,  earnestly 
engaged  in  conversation.  At  meal  time,  and  at  the  close  of  the  day,  they  mingle 
with  each  other  unrestrained — freely  circulating  their  views  and  intentions,  and 
propagating  their  opinions  and  feelings.  An  arch  villain  can,  in  the  course  of  a 
row  hours,  communicate,  either  in  person  or  by  agents  and  mute  language,  with 
every  convict  within  the  walls.  It  was  found  in  the  Philadelphia  Prison,  that  the 
means  of  conveying  intelligence  had  been  so  completely  systematized,  that  every 
thing  done  by  the  government  in  the  inspectors  room,  was  distinctly  known 
throughout  the  yard.  The  committee  apprehend  that  intelligence  is  conveyed 
with  as  much  certainty  and  as  great  facility  in  the  Ohio,  as  in  the  Philadelphia 
Penitentiary. 

"  The  crowded  state  of  the  niglU  rooms  deserves  serious  consideration.  In  all 
Prisons  in  which  this  evil  has  been  allowed,  every  effort  to  reform  the  character 
of  the  convicts,  or  to  make  their  earnings  defray  their  expenses,  has  failed.  It  if 
in  the  cells,  at  night,  that  the  prisoners  Form  and  mature  plans  which  so  frequently 
unfold  themselves  in  attempts  to  escape  from  the  Prison,  destroy  its  pro  pert), 
avoid  labor,  or  harm  the  officers. 

"  Moses  C.  Pillsbury,  who  filled  the  office  of  warden  of  the  WetiierslieM  Pen- 
itentiary for  two  years,  with  so  much  credit,  was  superintendent  of  that  of  Ne* 
Hampshire  for  seven  years.  In  the  latter  Prison,  he  found  it  impossible  to  carry 
his  judicious  system  of  Prison  discipline  into  successful  operation — his  plans  and 
views  were  constantly  interrupted  by  plots  formed  at  nignt  in  the  crowded  cells. 

'•  The  young  and  inexperienced  are  particularly  affected  by  this  arrangement, 
or,  more  properly  speaking,  this  want  oi  arrangement.  The*** — and  it  seems  they 
are  the  majority  in  the  Prison  of  this  state — when  convicted  on  their  first  offend1, 
are  comparatively  innocent ;  their  crimes,  in  many  instances,  being  imputable  to 
the  influence  of  ardent  spirits,  or  to  the  excesses  oi' youthful  indulgence.  Baton 
entering  this  nursery  and  store-house  of  vice  and  corruption,  they  are,  at  night, 
hudclloa  into  the  cells,  promiscuously  with  adepts  at  roguery.  The  •  old  ruuuei. 
having  made  villany  their  study,  and  reduced  it  to  a  regular  system,  with  tcYhni* 
cal  terms,  peculiar  language  and  si<rns,  gradually  initiate  the' young  into  ail  the 
*  arts  and  mysteries '  of  iniquity,  and  by  the  rehearsal  of  their  modi;  of  operation, 
their  hair-breadth  esca]M»s,  excite  an  ambition  to  engage  in  some  desperate  entar* 
prise.  In  this  manner,  and  bv  these  means,  a  community,  a  kind  of  common- 
wealth of  villains,  form  combinations  against  society  ;  in  the  very  place,  too, 
designed  for  the  reformation  of  the  vicious. 

"  AVWetf  of  cleanliness.  A  system  of  discipline  that  permits  prisoners  to  appear 
in  the  loathsome  condition  which  the  inmates  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  exhibit, 
must  be  defective  in  the  extreme  :  and  if  the  doctrine  be  correct,  that  •  the  moral 
faculty  is  influenced  by  physical  causes/  could  more  favorable  results  be  reason 
ably  expected  ? 
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**  A  familiarity  hcttccen  the.  subordinate  officers  and  the  prisoners.  This  evil  is 
permitted  in  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  to  an  extent  almost  unlimited.  It  is  sufficient 
to  remark,  that  wherever  such  a  practice  has  been  tolerated,  all  regulations,  how- 
ever wholesome  in  themselves,  have  r roved  unavailing. 

"  Many  minor  defects  are  observable  in  every  department  of  the  Prison  ;  but  it 
is  deemed  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  more  minute  detail. 

•*  The  pecuniary  results  of  the  last  year  are  already  before  the  legislature,  in  the 
keeper's  report.  The  report  shows  such  an  excess  of  expenses  over  the  incomes, 
of  outlaying*  over  the  earnings,  as  must  be  viewed  by  the  industrious  part  of  com- 
munity as  a  grievous  expenditure ;  especially  when  contrasted  with  other  institu- 
tions which  yield  a  revenue. 

''  The  moral  results  are  still  less  satisfactory.  Old  offenders  are  confirmed  in 
their  vicious  habits ;  the  young  are  lectured  into  the  arts  and  mysteries  of  every 
specie*  and  degree  of  crime;  and  both  classes  are  set  at  liberty  to  prey  upon  the 
public,  at  the  end  of  twenty-one  months,  on  an  average. 

im  In  laying  before  the  legislature,  in  so  unfavorable  a  light,  the  condition  of  the 
Penitentiary,  the  committee  disclaim  any  intention  of  imputing  blame  to  any  indi- 
vidual who  may  have  been  engaged  in  the  management  of  its  concerns.  This  is 
a  point  on  which  they  would  not,  without  further  investigation,  express  an  opin- 
ion. They  do,  however,  express  the  firmest  conviction,  that  results  so  unfavorable 
are  to  be  traced  to  the  defects  of  the  system,  rather  than  to  the  administration  of 
its  concerns.  Indeed,  this  view  is  but  a  summary  history  of  all  other  Prisons 
constructed  and  managed  according  to  the  old  method  ;  and  as  certainly  as  sim- 
ilar causes  produce  similar  clients,  must  the  results  in  all  of  them  be  equally  unfa- 
vorable. 

"  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  only  remedy  that  can  be  advantageously 
adopted  for  the  correction  of  this  most  unprupitious  state  of  the  Penitentiary 
affair*,  is,  to  abandon  the  present  buildings  and  site ;  erect  a  new  Prison  on  a 
more  favorable  location,  taking  the  one  at  Auburn  or  Wethcrsfield  as  a  model; 
and  establish  the*  new  system  of  discipline. 

"  In  the  selection  of  a  location,  regard  should  be  paid  to  its  healthfulness ;  the 
advantages  it  may  a  fiord  for  constructing  the  Prison  buildings,  employing  the 
convicts  "at  profitable  labor,  furnishing  them  with  provisions,  at  the  least  expense, 
and  suppressing  attempts  at  mutiny  ;  and,  further,  a  regard  should  be  had  to  an 
equal  accommodation,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  of  every  part  of  the  state. 

*4  Accompanying  this  report,  is  the  proposal  of  William  S.  Sullivant,  Esq.  to  con- 
vey to  the  state  eight  acres  of  ground  in  Franklinton,  conditioned  that  it  shall  be 
improved  for  Penitentiary  purposes  within  two  years,  and  that  the  institution  shall 
there  remain.  The  committee  have  viewed  the  ground,  and  find  it,  in  their  opin- 
ion, a  most  eligible  site  for  such  a  purpose.  It  lies  near  to  the  old  Prison,  and  to 
extensive  beds  of  limestone.  The  convirts  might  bo  employed  in  quarrying  the 
stone,  and  manufacturing  the  brick  required  ;  and  they  might  ailbrd  great  assist- 
ance in  the  erection  of  many  parts  of  the  buildings. 

"  Thus  situated,  the  Penitentiary  might  be  annually  visited  by  every  member 
of  the  legislature,  and  its  concerns  more  fully  investigated  and  more  narrowly 
faaspQCtecT.  than  if  placed  in  a  part  remote  from  the  capital. 

"  Accompanying  this  report,  is  also  a  draft  of  a  Prison  after  the  plan  of  that  of 
WethfCBfield,  towther  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  materials,  the  workman- 
ship. &c.  for  buildings,  work-shops,  yards,  <&c,  and  stparatc  cells  for  H00  convicts. 
Should  the  front  wail  of  the  yard,  extending  beyond  the  main  building,  be  con- 
structed similar  to  the  front  of  the  main  building,  with  spaces  for  windows,  filled, 
however,  with  stone  and  mortar,  for  the  present,  the  back  wall  of  the  main  build- 
ing might,  should  the  number  of  prisoners  at  a  future  period  require  it,  be  extend- 
ed to  the  length  of  the  front  wall ;  and,  by  throwing  a  roof  over  them,  the  whole 
front  of  the  Prison  would  be  converted  into  one  continued  building,  which  might, 
with  very  little  further  alteration  and  expense,  be  fitted  to  receive,  secure  and 
employ  1000  convicts. 

"  It  is  believed,  that,  if  a  Prison  were  so  constructed  that  no  convict  could  effect 
an  escape,  and  if  none  were  liberated  before  their  term  of  sentence  had  expired, 
(he  number  would  be  at  least  five  hundred  at  the  end  of  five  years  from  this  time  ; 
but  beyond  that  period,  they  would  increase  at  a  much  less  ratio,  and  would  not, 
far  many  years  to  come,  exceed  the  number  contemplated  in  this  plan. 

"  It  should  be  remarked,  that  the  value  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts  should  be 
deducted  from  the  estimate  of  cost — that  the  completion  of  two  or  three  stories  of 

6» 
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cells,  of  several  store-rooms,  and  the  apartments  over  the  hospital,  may  be  post* 
poned  to  a  period  when  it  shall  become  necessary  to  occupy  them;  and  tbasto 
defer  their  completion  will,  for  the  present,  materially  reduce  the  estimate,  seven- 
teen thousand  dollars,  the  amount  of  debts  due  to  the  old  Penitentiary,  and  most 
of  which  could  be  advantageously  applied  to  the  erection  of  a  new  one ;  and  as* 
the  amount  which  might  be  raisea  by  sale  of  the  loLi,  &c.  now  occupied  for 
Prison  purposes,  would  still  further  reduce  the  sum  to  be  drawn  from  the  treasury. 

"  The  improvements  in  the  new  system  of  Prison  discipline,  consist  in  the  adop- 
tion and  enforcement  of  such  means  as  will  suppress  all  communication  amongst 
the  prisoners,  and  establish  habits  of  neatness  and  industry ;  thereby  effecting  t 
mora)  reformation. 

"  The  means  of  preventing  evil  communication  are,  in  the  language  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society, 

44 1.  Solitary  confinement  at  night.  In  a  Prison  properly  constructed,  evil  com- 
munication can,  while  the  men  are  in  the  cells,  (generally  twelve  hours  out  of 
the  twenty-four,)  be  almost  entirely  prevented.  In  a  Prison  constructed  tik*  tbf 
one  at  Auburn  or  Wethersfield,  such  are  the  facilities  for  inspection,  that  onesea- 
tinel  can  prevent  communication  between  almost  any  number  of  men. 

"  2.  Productive  labor.  It  is  much  more  difficult  to  prevent  human  beings  fron 
committing  mischief  when  they  have  nothing  rise  to  do,  than  when  they  sic 
busily  and  usefully  employed.  In  Wethersfield,  it  is  found  that  the  prisoners  ire 
anxious  to  engage  in  their  daily  labor,  as  a  relief  from  the  loneliness  of  tfceir 
cells. 

"  3.  Vigilant  inspection ,  day  and  night.  This  is  effected  with  greatest  fscflhv 
and  certainty,  during  the  day,  by  assigning'  to  every  officer  a  given  number  of" 
men,  for  whose  good  conduct  he  is  responsible.  In  the  shops,  he  has  his  place  of 
observation,  where  he  may  at  all  times  be  found  during  working  hours.  By  tail 
arrangement,  his  eye  is  constantly  on  his  men.  When  the  men  leave  the  shopi, 
to  return  to  their  cells,  he  walks  by  their  side ;  and  the  mine  ordeny  course  » 
observed  on  their  passing  from  the  cells  to  the  shops.'  By  this  means,  if  one 
keeper  has  assigned  to  him  from  twenty  to  thirty  men,  he  can,  to  a  great  extrfft, 
prevent  communication  through  the  day ;  and  at  night,  ono  sentinel,  continaillf 
walking  on  the  galleries,  in  light  shoes,  slippers  or  moccasins,  may  keep  silence 
among  a  great  number  of  prisoners. 

"4.  A  -place  for  every  thing, and  every  thing  in  its  place.  Every  con  vict  should  bwt 
the  same  cell  at  night,  the  same  place  in  the  shops,  and  the  same  relative  positiol 
in  the  column,  while  walking  to  and  from  the  shops.  Thus,  if  any  communicaties 
should  be  attempted  between  those  near  each  other,  it  is  almost  certain  to  be  detect- 
ed ',  and  for  such  offence,  the  prisoner  is  confined  in  his  cell,  and  kept  on  bread  ani 
water  only.  The  practical  effect  lieu  been,  that  old  comrades  have  been  in  the 
same  Prison,  passed  through  the  same  yard  daily,  worked  month  after  month  is 
different  shops  connected  with  the  Prison,  without  cither's  knowing  that  the  other 
was  there. 

"  5.  A  token  when  any  man  leaves  his  place..  This  may  be  a  small  piece  of 
wood,  suspended  in  the  centre  of  the  shop.  If  it  be  gone,  some  one  must  have 
taken  it,  and  the  others  must  await  his  return  ;  and  the  effect  of  this  simple,  design 
soon  becomes  very  observable. 

M  6.  The  lock  step,  marching  from  the  shops  to  the  eels,  and  bark  to  the.  cells  sgais. 
This  consists  in  forming  all  the  men  under  the  care  of  one  keeper,  into  a  sobs* 
column,  and  requiring  them  to  step  off  at  the  same  time,  with  a  uniform  step,  in  a 
solid  body.  The  object  of  this  is  to  prevent  the  prisoners,  when  the  cells  are 
unlocked,  from  flocking  confusedly  into  the  yard  ;  and,  at  the  sound  of  the  beO 
for  meals,  from  moving  like  an  undisciplined  mob.  This  it  generally  an  evil 
hour  with  prisoners ;  any  conspiracy  or  rebellion  conceived  is  easily  cctmnuvV 
eated. 

"  7.  Not  permitting  the  prisoners  to  face  each  other  t  unless  their  business  lesmin 
them  to  sit  or  stand  facing.  In  this  way,  the  language  of  signs,  by  either  hands  cr 
features,  is  prevented. 

<*&  Establishing  habits  of  neatness  and  industry.  At  Wethersfield,  the  convicts 
are  supplied  with  wholesome  food,  and  they  are  compelled  to  keep  their  clothing 
neat  and  in  proper  order.  They  are  required  by  the  regulations  to  pay  the  strict, 
est  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  their  persons  and  dress;  as  well  as  to  attend  to  their 
common  labor.  A  transgression  or  disregard  of  rules  is  not  suffered  to  pass  nnnt 
tieed  or  unpunished.    What  at  first  they  are  compelled  by  the  discipline  to  per- 
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rm,  at  length  becomes  habitual.  The  cells,  halls,  yard,  work-shops,  and  every 
ing  about  them,  are  perfect  samples  of  neatness  and  order. 
"  Moral  reformation  effected.  In  all  the  Prisons  erected  on  the  Auburn  plan,  a 
laplain  is  employed,  whose  duties  consist,  during  the  week  days,  in  attending  to 
owing  and  evening  prayers,  with  the  whole  body  of  the  convicts ;  and,  on  the 
ibbath,  to  religious  exercises.  Sunday  schools  are  likewise  established,  under 
e  charge  of  suitable  officers ;  and  such  of  the  convicts  as  cannot  read  and  write 
ceive  instruction.  The  influence  of  this  course  on  the  characters  and  conduct 
young  offenders,  has  been  evident  and  very  beneficial.  Every  prisoner  is  fur* 
shed  in  his  cell  with  a  Bible ;  and,  however  much  he  may  at  first  despise  it, 
ter  a  few  months'  confinement  and  seclusion  from  the  world,  with  his  thoughts 
eked  within  his  own  breast,  he  at  length  welcomes  it  as  his  only  solace. 
"  The  directors  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  in  answer  to  letters  addressed  by  them  to 
tstinasters,  clerks  of  courts,  as  well  as  from  other  sources,  have  received:  satisfac- 
ry  information,  that  of  two  hundred  and  six  prisoners  who  had  served  out  their 
Tin  of  sentence  in  that  institution,  one  hundred  and  forty-six  had  returned  to  the 
arid  with  good  trades,  and  with  characters  much  improved. 
'*  Pecuniary  results  of  different  Prisons.  The  Auburn  Prison,  containing  more 
an  six  hundred  convicts,  during  the  year  ending  March  31, 1<£&),  yielded  a  clear 
-ofit.  for  that  year,  of  $-"»/*&  00. 

"  The  Wethersfield  Prison,  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty  convicts,  during 
ie  year  ending  March  31,  1>5£),  yielded  a  clear  profit,  for  that  year,  of  $5,000*  94. 
"  The  old  Newgate  Prison,  of  Connecticut,  for  the  last  ten  years  before  it  was 
taudoned,  and  the  prisoners  transferred  to  the  Wethersfield  Penitentiary,  cost 
ie  state  an  average  of  $£,•!•.  ;0  per  annum,  over  and  above  earnings  and  incomes. 
*'  In  tho  above  statements,  the  cost  of  prosecution  and  transportation  of  prison- 
's is  not  included. 


igs.     These  two  items,  conviction  and  transportation,  amounted,  in  that  period, 
» the  sum  of  $ty>U.'  34. 

"  It  must  be  evident  to  the  legislature,  that,  to  ensure  a  successful  application  of 
ie  new  system  of  discipline,  the  institution  must  be  placed  under  the  charge  of 
3od  officers ;  and  to  engage  such,  sufficient  inducements  must  be  offered  ti#  :nen 
"talents  and  integrity.  So  others  should  be  employed,  in  even  the  most  subor- 
oate  station.  And  the  maxim,  forming  part  of  Prison  discipline,  that  '  every 
an  has  his  place,  and  every  man  must  be  in  his  place/  applying  alike  to  the 
Seer  and  the  convict,  none  but  those  in  whom  the  utmost  confidence  can  be 
posed,  should  ever  be  employed. 

"  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  several  officers  should  be  distinct  and  well  de- 
tied — thus  avoiding  collisions.  Yet  a  chain  of  responsibility,  ultimately  tcrmi- 
iting  in  the  legislature,  should  be  kept  up  between  tlie  different  apartments.  For 
ie  government  of  the  new  Penitentiary,  should  one  he  cree.ted,  trie  committee 
TtfTomend  the  Wutlirrsfield  organization,  as  n  model  worthy  of  imitation.  Three 
Hectors  arc  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasiou 
ay  require.  A  warden  is  appointed  by  the  directors,  and  the  other  officers  by 
ie  warden.  The  warden  is  responsible  for  the  safe  k«  re  ping,  employment  and 
itcipline  of  the  institution.  The  directors  make  by-laws,  r.nd  innp'Ct  the  Prison, 
id  the  Prison  and  warden's  accounts,  alternately,  '.nee  a  week,  and  together, 
Ke  in  three  months :  and  annually  submit  to  tlie  General  Assembly  a  report  of 
ie  progress  and  condition  of  the  Prison.  The  prisoners,  though  cut  nil"  Vm;n  all 
Hnmumcalion  with  the  world,  have  their  rights  strictly  guarded.  They  are  per- 
itted  to  make  complaint  to  the  directors  of  any  abridgment  of  them  ;  and  in  all 
ises  their  complaints  meet  with  proper  attention. 
u  Hie  committee  unanimously  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 


"  Resolved ,  That  the  standing  committee  on  the  Penitentiary  he,  snd  they  are 
teby  instructed  to  report  to  this  house,  a  bill  providing  for  the  erection  and 
magement  of  a  new  Penitentiary,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  contain  500  convicts, 
.  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement 

u  kaairtdj  That  the  new  Penitentiary,  contemplated  in  the  foregoing  resorption, 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Franklin  ton,  in  this  ooanty.' 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — 

"  We  are  glad,"  says  the  British  Traveller,  a  London  paper,  of  October  19,1831, 
"  to  find  that  this  important  question  ii  now  under  the  active  consideration  of  tht 
common  law  commissioners,  who  have  already  examined  a*  great  n amber  of  per- 
sons upon  the  subject,  as  well  those  whose  opinions  are  against  it,  as  those  who 
are  for  its  continuance.  It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Hume  nas  very  strongly  advo- 
cated the  abolishment  of  arrest  upon  mesne  process ;  it  is  therefore  with  pleasure  we 
have  heard  that  he  is  one  of  the  many  who  have  been  under  examination  by  tkf 
commissioners,  who  have  evinced  a  laudable  anxiety  to  obtain  all  the  opinion 
they  can  upon  it.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  in&fatiflM^ 
secretary  to  the  commission  (Mr.  Faulkner),  who,  by  his  great  practical  knowledge' 
of  the  common  law.  has  at  all  times  shown  a  readiness  to  give  a  free  and  attentive 
hearing  to  the  opinions  of  others.  For  ourselves,  we  have  at  all  times  been  OB 
the  side  that  arrests  on  mesne  process  ought  to  be  abolished ;  at  the  same  time, 
we  admit;  the  question  is  one  of  great  difficulty,  inasmuch  as  there  are  caseiii 
which,  probably,  it  ought  to  be  allowed,  as  where  persons  are  about  to  lcare  tlr 
country  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  escaping  the  payment  of  their  debts,  or  wbea 
it  is  known  they  have  property,  but  which  cannot  be  got  at  by  any  legal  procen- 
But  even  this  ought  not  to  be  done,  as  now,  upon  the  mere  affidavit  of  the  creditor, 
who  is  an  interested  party.  One  thing  is  quite  certain,  that,  although  the  com- 
missioners should  come  to  the  determination  of  not  recommending  the  abolishment 
of  arrest  for  debt,  they  will  recommend  many  improvements  upon  the  present 
practice,  and  not  leave  the  honest  debtor,  as  is  now  the  case,  at  the  mercy  oft 
ruthless  creditor,  or  in  the  grasp  of  an  extortionate  officer." 

New  Penitentiary    System  contemplated. — A   letter   from   Samuel 

Hoare,  Esq.,  dated  London,  April  4,  1832,  addressed  to  the  secretary  of 

this  Society,  says, — 

"  I  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  occasioned  by  the  visit  of  Mr.  John  Taylor, 
Jun.  to  the  united  States,  to  request  your  acceptance  of  the  accompanying  copief 
of  the  Eighth  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  just  published/ 

"You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  the  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who  have  had  under  consideration  the  expediency  of  introducing  an  effet> 
ive  system  of  secondary  punishments,  have  just  concluded  their  labors;  anil 
have  reason  to  hope  that  they  will  present  a  report  recommending  the  iinmediitt 
adoption  in  this  country  of  an  extensive  plan  of  Penitentiary  discipline.  I  wffl 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  report  on  its  being  printed. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  HOARE.M 

Progress  of  Crime  in  England. — From. the  London  Morning  Herald. 

There   is  just  printed   for  the   House  of  Lords,  an  interesting  4  Sumntrf 
Statement  of  the  Number  of  Criminal  Offenders  committed  to  the  several  Gtsfc 
in  England  and  Wales  during  the  last  seven  years ' — namely,  from  lfcti4  to  !£• 
inclusive. 
u  The  number  of  commitments  in  England  and  Wales  was  as  follows : 

In  1824,  number  ofpersons  (amongst  them  being  2848  females) . .  13,696 

In  1825  (females,  2&8) 14,487 

In  1 826  (females,  2092) 15,161 

In  1827  (females,  2770) 17JB4 

In  1828  (females,  2732) 16\564 

In  1829  (females,  3119) 18,675 

In  1830  (females,  2972) 18,107 

"  [The  prisoners  for  trial  at  the  Special  Assizes,  commencing  in  December,  upN 

the  home  circuit,  and  under  special  commission,  are  not  included  in  this  retaa 

for  1630.] 
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"  By  the  afore  returns,  making  allowance  for  the  special  commission  omis- 
»ns  of  1830,  the  increase  of  crime  in  seven  years,  if  not  one  third,  is  as  13  to 

u  The  next  division  classes  the  convictions  and  sentences.  Thus  those  sen- 
iced  to  death  were  as  follows: — 

In  1834,  sentences  of  death, 1066 

Inl825,  "  "  "     1036 

In  1896,  "  «<  «     1203 

In  1827,  "  "  «     1529 

Inl828f  "  «  "     1165 

In  1829,  "  «  «     1385 

In  1830,  «  «  «     13D? 

K  Here  again  is  a  frightful  increase  in  the  number  sentenced,  namely,  nearly 
e  fourth  in  seven  years  ! 

"  The  number  executed  in  the  seven  years  was  406  (out  of  8,781  sentences  of 
ath),  which  gives  an  average  of  upwards  of  fifty-eight  executions  in  England 
d  Wales  in  each  year. 

"  These  interesting  returns  also  state  the  convictions,  acquittals,  and  the  ignor- 
es of  bills,  or  non-prosecutions.  Without  detailing  each  year,  we  shall  notice 
e  results  on  the  seven  years ;  which  stand  thus : — 

Total  convicted,  from  1824  to  1830  inclusive, 60,352 

Total  acquitted, - 22,380 

No.  bills  found,  and  not  prosecuted, 12,387 

Total  commitments  in  those  seven  years, 115,569" 


FRANCE. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt — It  appears  by  the  following  statement,  that 
iprisonment  for  debt  on  mesne  process  (i.  c.  on  writ,  without  execu- 
>n)  is  not  known  in  France,  for  which,  in  Massachusetts,  about  two 
irds  of  all  the  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt  take  place. 

u  A  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  gives  the  following 
eount  of  a  law  lately  passed  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  for  modifying  the  law 
lativc  to  imprisonment  for  debt : — 

"  The  law  of  arrest  for  debt,  or  contrainte  oar  corps,  which  has  also  just  passed 
I  Chamber  of  Deputies,  was  much  more  fully  discussed  when  brought  forward  in 
s  session  of  1830.  Since  that  period,  the  public  mind  has  been  made  up  on  the 
cessity  of  some  further  alleviation  of  the  existing  laws  on  the1  subject,  although, 
\g  before  these  modifications,  the  legislative  system  of  France  was  mild  and 
utss  in  its  operation  compared  with  the  corresponding  enactments  still  in  force 
England  and  America.  Arrests  on  mesne  process,  for  instance,  is  altogether 
known  in  France,  and  French  subjects,  in  general,  are  not  liable  to  be  im pris- 
ed for  payment  of  their  debts,  unless  they  make  themselves  so  by  entering  into 
amerce,  or  by  subscribing  bills  of  exchange,  or  by  other  commercial  obligations. 
least,  imprisonment  for  a  simple  contract  debt  is  an  exception  to  the  general 
e,  and  arises  only  from  cases  of  delinquency  or  quasi  delinquency,  such  as  the 
a  of  property  under  mortgage,  or  of  movables  under  pledge,  or  the  unlawful 
ention  of  property  held  in  trust ;  but  these  are  all  cases  which  fall  within  the 
vince  rather  of  criminal  than  of  civil  jurisprudence. 

'As  to  debts  of  a  commercial  nature,  the  first  provision  of  the  new  law  is, that 
debtor  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned  as  a  means  of  compelling  paymentf^'ia- 
i  car  certs,  should  the  principal  sum  due  by  him,  independent  of  interest  or  costs, 
aunt  to  two  hundred  francs  or  upwards.  To  this  general  enactment  there  are 
following  exceptions :  1st.  Women,  married  or  unmarried,  not  legally  reput- 
merchants  or  public  dealers.  2d.  Minors  not  in  trade,  or  not  reputed  majors 
rade.  3d.  The  wives  or  heirs  at  law  of  persons  liable  to  the  tribunals  of  corn- 
ice in  matters  relating  to  their  succession.  4th.  Bills  of  exchange,  or  other 
igations  of  a  commercial  form,  are  not  to  warrant  imprisonment,  unless  the 
Mictions  to  which  they  refer  had  their  origin  in  trade,  traffic,  or  exchange,  or 
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in  banking  or  brokering  operation*.    5th.  No  caption  ia  effectual  against  a  pens* 
who  has  entered  the  seventieth  year  of  bis  age. 

M  By  the  second  branch  of  the  law,  it  is  declared  that  imprisonment  for  a  debt 
of  a  commercial  nature  shall  cease  after  one  year's  detention,  when  the  principal 
sum  in  the  judgment  does  not  amount  to  five  hundred  francs ;  after  two  yean,  if 
under  one  thousand  francs ;  oiler  three  years,  if  under  three  thousand  faux* ; 
and  after  four  years,  if  under  five  thousand  francs  ;  and  after  fire  years,  if  for  an j 
sum  above  five  thousand  francs.    In  France  there  is  no  such  relief  lor  insolreat 
debtors  as  that  provided  by  the  law  and  practice  of  England  and  America  on  ton 
subject   In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  it  was  strongly  ur^ed  by  M.  Dehelleyxot. 
the  president  of  one  of  the  tribunals,  and  a  man  whose  opinion  on  a  question  m 
this  nature  is  of  the  highest  value,  that  a  period  of  imprisonment  much  short* 
than  five  years  was  sufficient  to  prove  a  debtor's  utter  insolvency.    His  long  ex- 
perience had  proved  to  him  that  debts  were  very  seldom  recovered  slier  several 
years'  detention,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  the  infliction  of  a  penalty,  for  Ur 
mere   failure  in  a  pecuniary  obligation,  exceeding  in  amount  me  punishment 
which  was  due  by  law  for  offences  of  the  most  serious  nature.     In   this  view  of 
the  matter,  however,  M.  Debclleyme  was  <  pposed  by  the  keener  of  the  seals,  M- 
Bartbe,  and  by  the  mercantile  members  of  the  chamber,  such  as  M.  Odier ;  sotiut 
his  amendment,  by  which  a  material  abridgment  of  the  period  was  proposed,  wp 
ultimately  rejected. 

"  The  period  during  which  a  debtor,  who  is  not  a  merchant,  may  be  imprisoned 
for  a  debt  which  is  not  of  a  commercial  nature,  varies  from  one  U>  ten  yesxa,  ac- 
cording to  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  which  the  question  is  .tried.  An  ag- 
gravated case  of  stellionate,  for  instance,  which  is  distinctly  in  the  nature  ofa 
fraud,  may  provoke  .the  maximum  of  the  penalty,  while  the  minimum  may  be  in- 
flicted for  delinquencies  or  quasi  delinquencies  involving  a  slighter  degree  of  moral 
turpitude.  The  debtors  of  the  state,  and  of  communes,  hospitals  and  other  public 
establishments,  are,  however,  liable  to  imprisonment,  as  a  means  of  compulflioo, 
although  not  suspected  of  any  moral  offence.  By  a  special  enuotis.r-nt,  the  Furr- 
ties  of  ordinary  debtors  to  the  state,  or  to  communes,  hospital*  <<r  public  establish- 
ments, are  exempted  from  this  liability  ;  not  so  the  sureties  of  public  contractor*- 

"A  separate  branch  of  the  law  is  allotted  to  the  esse  of  foreigners  not  natural* 
ized  or  domiciled  in  France.    As  to  them,  there  is  no  distinction  Utween  delta  of 
a  civil  or  of  a  commercial  nature.    The  smallest  sum  for  which  a  foreigner  can  be 
arrested  is  a  hundred  and  fitly  francs.     If  the  debt  does  not  exceed  five  hun- 
dred francs,  he   may   be  detained  two  years ;    if  under  one  thousand  fnnrs, 
four  years;  if  under  three   thousand  francs,  six  years;  if  under  five  thonsaml 
francs,  eight  years ;  and  if  above  five  thousand  francs,  ten  years.    A  foreigner, 
under  the  new  law,  mav  also  be  arrested  provisionally,  and  detained  eight  days,  in 
order  to  afford  the  creditor  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  judgment  against  hii:i 
in  for  o  content  ioso,  but  the  debtor  may  obtain  his  instant  liberation,  on  shewing 
that  he  is  possessed  of  an  establishment  or  of  real  property  in  France,  equivaleut 
to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  or  on  finding  the  security  of  a  domiciled  perv-u  wbo'u 
known  to  be  worth  the  sum  for  which  he  is  arrested. 

"  The  last  branch  of  the  law  consists  of  enactments  which  are  applicable  «en- 
erally  to  the  previous  clauses.  No  arrest  can  take  phice  at  the  suit  of  a  hustti-ind 
or  wife  against  the  other,  or  between  ascendants  and  descendant*,  broihrrf  and 
suiters,  or  others  in  that  degree  of  relation  <>hi->.  Although  n  hnsbuud  und  wife 
may  both  be  bound,  they  are  not  belli  to  he  im].i ironed  fur  the  same  debt.  A 
debtor  is  not  to  be  detained  for  cost*,  except  for  1lx>  actunl  c<mte  of  the  caption . 
If  the  debt  be  oue  of  a  commercial  uatuie.  the  debtor  is  to  be  liberated  on  halting 
a  third  part  of  the  principal,  and  its  accessories,  and  finding  security  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court  for  the  payment  of  the  other  two  thirds  withiu  a  year  utter 
his  liberation.  After  the  lapse  of  a  year,  thi*  debtor  may  again  be  arrested  u  it  fl- 
out prejudice  to  the  creditor  8  claim  against  the  smety.  A  debtor  who  hns  crice 
been  imprisoned  is  not  liable  to  be  afterwards  arrested  for  debts  incurred  before 
his  imprisonment,  unless  they  be  of  larger  amount,  and  infer  his  liability  toalcuger 
detention.  In  that  case,  his  former  imprisonment  must  be  imputed  to  him  pro  Unto 
in  diminution  of  that  to  which  he  is  secondarily  liable.  The  aliment  to  be  furnish- 
ed by  a  creditor  for  the  support  of  his  debtor  while  in  prison,  is  fixed  in  Paris  at 
thirty  francs  a  month,  and  twenty-five  francs  a  month  out  of  Paris.  The  creditor 
ia  bound  to  furnish  a  month's  aliment  at  a  time,  and  the  debtor  is  entitled  to  his  libera- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  month,  unlets  a  second  month's  aliment  be  then  deposited. 
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Tbseerthfcatsor*  the  jailer  is  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  nil  liberation ;  and,  when 
thus  obtained,  he  ie  not  liable  to  be  again  imprieoned  for  payment  of  the  eame  debt. 
In  theae  terms,  the  tnsemHe  of  the  law  was  voted  by  a  Tory  large  majority,  only 
night  black  balls  appearing  against  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  white  ones." 

Xhmmissioners  from  the  French  Government. — G.  de  Beaumont  and 
Alexis  deTocquerille  received  an  appointment,  from  the  government  of 
France,  during  the  year  1831 ,  to  visit  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  and  making  report  on  the  Penitentiary  system  here  in- 
troduced. They  visited  Boston  in  September,  and  industriously  occu- 
pied about  fifteen  days  in  examining  the  criminal  and  humane  institu- 
tions of  the  city  and  vicinity.  To  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown, 
and  the  House  of  Reformation  at  South  Boston,  they  were  particularly 
attentive.  They  attended  the  Sabbath  school  in  the  State  Prison,  and, 
like  all  others  who  have  done  it,  appeared  deeply  impressed  and  inter- 
ested with  the  phenomena  which  it  presents.  They  left  Boston  on  the 
30th  of  September,  taking  letters  to  the  principal  Prisons  in  the  Middle 
and  Southern  States,  and  promised,  on  their  return  to  France,  to  inform 
as  of  their  movements  in  the  department  of  Prison  discipline.  They 
felt,  while  here,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty,  what  would 
be  the  result  of  their  labors. 


GERMANY. 

..  Dr.  Julius,  of  Hamburg,  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  cause  of 
Prison  discipline  in  his  native  country.  Like  Howard,  he  has  travelled 
abroad  to  visit  Prisons,  and  returned  to  apply  the  results  of  his  obser- 
vations at  home.  He  has  delivered  lectures  on  the  subject,  and  formed 
associations  in  different  parts  of  the  nation,  and  publishes  a  periodical 
in  Hamburg  to  keep  it  ever  before  the  public  mind.  He  appears  to 
be,  in  Germany,  what  Howard  was  in  England. 


ISLAND  OF  MALTA. 

Letter  from  Thomas  MacGiU,  Esq.  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  dated  Malta,  May 

13, 1831. 
"Sir, 

"  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  Reports  on  Prison  Discipline 
which  you  had  the  kindness  to  send  me,  and  forthwith  transmitted  them  to  Greece, 
Is  be  employed,  when  the  proper  moment  arrive*,  in  aid  of  the  regeneration  of 
that  long  lost  country. 

"  I  have  also  the  honor  of  enclosing  yon  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  from  oar 
roost  worthy  lieutenant-governor,  general,  tl;c  honorable  F.  Ponsonby,  to  whom 
I  forwarded,  he  being  at  his  country  residence,  the  work  you  was  pleased  to  send 
him  under  my  cover.  That  excellent  nobleman  only  waits  an  authority  from  our 
mother  country,  to  put  in  execution  a  plan  he  has  matured  on  this  subject,  formed 
principally  from  the  Reports  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  my  friends  in 
America.  I  shall  not  fail  to  inform  you  of  tlie  results  of  his  humane  endeavors ; 
and  I  request  that  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  furnish  me  with  any  further  infor- 
mation you  possess  on  this  most  interesting  subject,  which  may  tend  to  meliorate 
his  plans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
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Letter  from  F.  Ponsonby,  addressed  to  Thomas  MacGM,  Esq*  dated  May  rU, 

1331. 
«  My  dear  Sir, 

'*  I  Ix^  you  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  writing  to  Mr.  D  wight,  to 
express  my  thanks  to  him  for  his  kindness  in  sending  me  the  Reports  of  the  Prisotj 
Discipline  Society.  X  can  assure  him  tliat  I  take  great  interest  in  the  labors  of 
such  miuiaiic  and  benevolent  persons,  which  labors  are  not  only  calculated  to  pro- 
duce incsti suable  advantages  in  America,  but  to  extend  their  influence  to  every 
part  of  the  world.  I  am  most  anxious  to  adopt  many  of  the  principles  laid  down 
by  the  Society  ;  and  if  1  am  able  to  carry  my  wishes  into  execution,  1  shall  always 
most  grate  fully  acknowledge  that  the  good  to  these  inlands,  which  1  know  mast 
result  from  them,  will  be  derived  from  the  labors  of  the  gentlemen  composing  the 
Society  rf  Prison  Discipline  at  Boston. 

Sincerely  yours, 

F.  PONSONB17 
*:To  Thomas  MacGill,  Esq.  ValltUar 


CONCLUSION. 

Thus  we  have  passed  in  review  some  of  the  interesting  events  and 
change*  of  the  liLst  year. 

In  regard  to  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  we  have  seen  that  many  thou- 
sand persons  have  been  exempted  from  it,  or  discharged  from  Prison 
by  the  operation  of  new  laws;  and,  so  far  as  our  information  extendi, 
there  is  little  or  no  disposition  in  the  public  mind  to  go  back  in  this 
revolution ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  there  appears  to  boa  strong  disposition 
still  farther  to  advance,  and,  by  way  of  experiment,  to  see  whether  this 
practice  cannot  cease,  at  least  for  small  debts,  with  great  benefit  to 
personal  liberty,  wholesome  credit,  and  public  morals.     The  new  law 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  saving  from  imprisonment  about  ten  thou- 
sand persons  annually,  is  a  movement,  to  this  country  and  the  world, 
in.  this  department  of  benevolence,  like  that  in  forming  the  grand  canal  ■ 
in  favor  of  internal  improvement.     And,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  let- 
ters of  sheriffs  and  jailers  already  received,  there  is  no  more  reason  to 
expect  public  regret  and  re-action  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other.  If 
we  are  not  too  sanguine  in  this  expectation,  what  a  glorious  advance- 
ment lias  been  .made  in  this  department  of  benevolence  since  our  last 
anniversary  !     In  the  great  state  of  New  York,  containing  at  least  a- 
seventh  part  of  our  country's  population,  imprisonment  for  simple  debt 
is  abolished.     Having  seen  the  practical  operation  of  the  former  laws; 
how  many  were  imprisoned  for  less  than  one  dollar ;    how  many  more 
for  less  than  ten  dollars ;  how  many  for  rum  debts — when  the  guilt  of 
putting  the  bottle  to  the  mouth  by  the  creditor  was  probably  greater 
than  that  of  the  debtor  in  receiving  it;  how  much  time  has  been  lost 
in  Prison  ;  how  much  it  has  cost  to  keep  the  system  in  operation  ;  and 
how  many  families  have  suffered  under  the  former  laws  ; — wc  cannot 
doubt,  as  at  present  informed,  that  the  law  of  April  &>,  1831,  to  abol- 
ish imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors,  is  a  great 
and  good  law,  of  a  great  and  noble  state,  in  favor  of  public  justice, 
public  morals,  liberty,  economy,  humanity,  and  good  will. 

In  regard  to  the  State  Prisons,  the  great  principle  of  solitary  con- 
finement, at  least  by  night,  is  now  adopted  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
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Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Illinois;  and  great  efforts  are  making  to 
adopt  it  in  New  Jersey  and  Ohio ;  and  appropriations  are  made  for 
carrying  the  same  principle  into  effect  in  the  County  Prisons  of  Boston, 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  When  we  think  of  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  during  the  last  year,  but  more  especially  of  that  which 
has  been  made  in  the  last  five  years,  in  regard  to  the  application  of  this 
great  and  fundamental  principle  of  all  good  Prison  discipline,  we  can- 
aot  help  rejoicing  with  great  joy.  The  omniscient  God  only  knows 
.he  amount  or  evil  thus  prevented.  So  far  as  this  Society  has  contrib- 
lted  to  this  end,  it  has  contributed  to  a  great  and  good  end;  and 
leaven  and  earth  must  rejoice  in  the  amount  of  sin  prevented,  among 
mch  men,  by  a  remedy  so  simple  and  easy  as  that  of  [tare  solitude. 

The  State  Prison  Sabbath  schools  are  beginning  to  be  considered 
dmost  as  essential  as  solitary  confinement  at  night.  The  Sab- 
?alh  schools  in  the  Prisons  at  Charlestown,  Wether  afield,  Sing-Sing, 
ind  Baltimore,  have  either  been  organized  or  greatly  enlarged  and  im- 
>roved  during  the  last  year.  The  Sabbath  school  at  Auburn  has  been, 
br  years,  of  great  importance  in  the  system.  Other  Sabbath  schools 
ire  contemplated,  or  in  operation,  at  Thorn aston,  Me.,  Concord,  N.  If., 
ind  Windsor,  Vt.  Here,  too,  is  a  great  object,  which  this  Society  has 
cept  steadily  in  view  ;  and,  so  far  as  it  has  contributed  to  its  accom- 
plishment, half  a  million  of  persons  in  this  country,  connected  witb 
Sabbath  schools,  and  many  others,  will  appreciate  its  utility. 

The  Bible  in  Prison. — All  the  Prisons,  where  solitary  confinement 
is  adopted,  place  a  Bible  in  every  cell,  which  in  effect  is  not  supplying 
a  Bible  to  every  family,  but  a  Bible  to  every  soul.     How  steadily  this 
great  and  good  object  has  been  pursued,  and  how  it  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion, in  some  sense,  of  the  whole  proceeding,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fust  subscription  paper  which  was  opened  in  favor  of  this  object,  be- 
fore the  Prison  Discipline  Society  was  formed,  and  which  led  to  that 
course  of  examination  and  observation  which  resulted  in  the  formation 
of  tbe  Society.     The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  subscrip- 
tion paper,  dated  October  9,  1824,  about  seven  months  before  the  So- 
ciety was  formed : — 

"To  enable in  behalf  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  to  visit 

the  Prisons  in  the  United  States  ;  to  examine  their  condition ;  to  supply 
them  with  Bibles ;  and  in  other  respects,  if  possible,  to  alleviate  the  con- 
dition of  the  prisoners,  the  subscribers  give  the  sums  affixed  to  their 
names. 

The  resident  Chaplain  in  Prison. — This  arrangement  is  made  in 
Windsor,  Vt.,  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Wethersfield,  Ct.,  Sing-Sing,  and 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  is  esteemed  essential  in  the  new  Penitentiary  in 
Philadelphia.  It  is  deemed  indispensable  by  those  best  acquainted 
with  the  improved  system  of  Prison  discipline.  The  present  chaplain 
at  Charlestown  was  the  first  man  who  held  this  office,  in  this  country ; 
and  to  his  discretion,  perseverance,  Christian  experience  and  knowl- 
edge of  men,  may  be  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  the  success  which 
has  attended  this  branch  of  the  improved  system. 

The  indirect  Influence  of  this  Society. — The  lessons  on  temperance, 
cleanliness,  health,  discipline,  good  government,  solitude,  and  instrue- 

7 


74  PRISON  DISCIPLINE  StCIBTT. 

tkra,  we  consider  of  more  importance  than  any  thing"  else  in  this  whole 
business,  bat  salvation.  The  new  Prisons,  and  the  Houses  of  Refuge  far 
Juvenile  Delinquents,  are  great  observatories,  on  great  principles, 
touching  the  government,  conduct  and  reformation  of  men.  Whit 
Christian  philosopher  would  be  willing  to  have  all  the  interesting  facts 
and  phenomena,  from  this  department  of  benevolence,  now  before  the 
world,  obliterated  or  unknown  ! 

The  Check  on  Crime. — The  facts  from  Massachusetts  atone,  on  tab 
point,  are  unspeakably  delightful.    Let  benevolent  action  become  sys- 
tematic, combined  and  powerful,  and  the  Prisons  of  all  the  states  skill   I 
soon  furnish  similar  reports.  ':',''', 

The  Reformation  of  Prisoners*— The  testimony  on  this  subject  fro* 
the  chaplains,  the  Sabbath  Bcbool  teachers,  the  letters  from^fachafged 
convicts,  and  their  friends  and"  neighbors,  in  some  instances,  Ja tfea4wuu 
aging  in  a  high  degree.  Why  should  it  be  otherwise?  When  did 
Clod  ever  refuse  to  crown  with  his  blessing  institutions,  where  older, 
temperance,  industry,  good  government,  moraf  and  religjops  instruc- 
tion, are  the  order  of  the  day  ?  where  thje  Sabbath,  the  ffible,  the  place 
of  prayer*  *od  the  minister  of  the  gospel  are  honored  ? 

The  Lord  Jesus  €Jhrist*-~He  is  our  Leader.  He  has  gma  v  ti 
example.  His  word  is  onr  warrant,  his  promise  our  reward;  his  spirit 
our  great  object  of  prayer,  his  plan  of  salvation  for  poor  smastt  the 
great  theme  of  adoration  and  praise  for  ever. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OP  THE 


prison  Discipline  Sotfttj?. 


Article  1.    This  Society  shall  be  called  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 

Art.  2.  It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
Public  Prisons. 

Art.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  effecting  the 
formation  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  co-operate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in 
the  second  article  of  this  Constitution. 

Art.  4.  Any  Society,  having  the  same  object  in  view,  which  shall  become 
auxiliary  to  this,  and  snail  contribute  to  its  funds,  shall  thereby  secure  for  the 
Prisons,  in  the  State  where  such  Society  is  located,  special  attention  from  this 
Society. 

Art.  5.    Each  subscriber  of  two  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

Art.  6.  Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 
Life. 

Art.  7.    Each  subscriber  of  ten  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Director. 

Art.  8.  Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
payment  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a 
Director  for  Life. 

Art.  9.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  as  many  Vice-Presi- 
dents as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen 
annually,  and  a  Board  of  Managers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  the  business 
of  the  Society.  This  Board  snail  consist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of 
Trhom  nine  shall  reside  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Every  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  Member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  meet  and  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Managers  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacan- 
cies as  may  occur  by  death  or  otherwise  in  their  own  Board. 

Art.  10.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
«i  officio,  Members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  12.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
yeek  of  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as  specified 
in  the  ninth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

Art.  13.  The  Managers  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place,  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  as  they  shall  appoint. 

Art.  14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and,  in  the 
absence  of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  sucn  Member  as  shall 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

Art.  15.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings 
of  the  Board. 

Art.  10.  The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  or 
Secretary. 

Art.  17.  The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  as 
have  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Direc- 
tors for  Life. 

Art.  18.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution  except  by  the  Socie- 
ty, at  an  ynn"»l  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  or  Managers. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  was  held  at  the  Park  street  meeting- 
house, on  Tuesday  morning,  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock,  his  honor  Samuel  T.  Armstrong, 
President,  in  the  chair.  The  exercises  were  commenced  with  reading  the  Scriptures,  (F*. 
cii.  16—20,  and  Ps.  lxxix.  11.)  and  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Malcom.  Mr.  Charles  Cleve- 
land, Treasurer,  presented  his  Report,  and  the  Report  of  the  Managers  was  read  by  the 
Secretary. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Francis  C.  Gray,  of  this  city,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bates,  of 
Middlebury  College, 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  be  accepted,  and  published  under  direction  of  the  Managers. 

In  rising  to  make  this  motion,  Mr.  Gray  dwelt  for  a  moment  on  the  elevated  and  self- 
denying  philanthropy  of  this  kind  of  effort,  commenced  just  sixty  years  ago  by  John  Howard. 
and  now  become  so  great  a  blessing,  not  only  to  prisoners,  but  to  society  at  large.  His 
official  connection  with  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown  had  given  him  an  opportunity  to 
witness  the  wisdom  and  success,  as  well  as  benevolence,  of  the  Society's  efforts ;  and  he 
was  glad  to  five  his  testimony  to  its  excellence  and  importance.  He  then  gave  an  elo- 
quent and  thrilling  picture  of  the  changes  effected  there,  and  of  the  happy  results  of  such 
changes  to  the  prisoners  themselves  and  to  the  public.  But  the  Society,  lie  remarked,  did 
not  stop  here.  As  it  advanced,  new  difficulties  arose,  and  new  evils  presented  ibemseW 
Houses  of  Reformation  had  in  consequence  been  provided  for  young  offenders,  and  si 
Asylum  for  Lunatics.  With  the  Asylum  at  Worcester  he  is  also  officially  connected.  The 
view  that  he  gave  of  the  happy  change  in  the  circumstances  of  the  lunatics,  was  afleethur. 
and  held  the  audience  in  breathless  silence.  He  then  referred  to  the  important  labors  off 
the  Society  in  regard  to  penal  law,  imprisonment  for  debt,  &c.:  and  concluded  wth 
reminding  the  officers  of  the  high  duties  to  which  they  were  called  by  the  results  of  their 
previous  labors  and  by  public  expectation.  The  address  was  distinguished  throughout  hy 
elevated  and  liberal  views  of  the  claims  of  such  efforts  on  philanthropists  and  patriots,  and 
by  an  impressive  and  scholarlike  eloquence  which  it  is  always  delightful  to  hear,  and  espe- 
cially in  support  of  a  cause  like  this. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Braraan,  of  Dan  vers,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cowles,of 
the  same  place, 

Resolved,  That  love  to  Christ  will  tend  to  promote  an  interest  in  behalf  of  the  prisoners. 

In  support  of  this  sentiment,  Mr.  Braman  argued  from  the  relations  of  prisoners  to  the 
Saviour — the  interest  manifested  for  them  by  his  sufferings  and  death— the  fact  that  the 
depth  of  their  guilt  does  not  diminish  his  regard  for  their  well-being— that  their  salvation 
will  honor  his  power  and  grace,  &c. — the  address,  throughout,  breathing,  to  a  very  rare 
degree,  the  very  spirit  that  was  in  Christ  Jesus. 

A  collection  was  then  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Codman, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  views  with  great  satisfaction  the  benevolent  and  zealous  effrrti 
now  making  abroad  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Prisons  of  Europe ;  and  that  the  approbntk* 
which  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  labors  of  this  Society,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  furnishe*  k* 
encouragement  for  perseverance  in  our  exertions  for  the  improvement  of  the  Prison  Discipiux 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Everett's  attention  had  been  lately  called,  he  said,  to  this  subject,  by  examining  the 
Report  of  the  French  Commissioners  and  that  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society. 
The  history  of  Prison  discipline,  in  Europe  and  in  this  country,  presented  some  facts  that 
deserved  attention.  It  was  now,  as  had  been  remarked,  sixty  years  since  Howard  com- 
menced his  labors.  Till  that  time,  imprisonment,  so  far  from  being  reformatory,  was  noi 
even  considered  penal.  It  was  resorted  to  only  to  keep  the  prisoner  within  the  clutch  of 
the  law — to  await  trial,  or,  aAer  trial,  the  infliction  of  whipping,  cropping,  branding,  tran*- 

Pirtation,  or  death — which  were  the  punishments.  Hence  they  were  like  the  New  Orleans 
rison  mentioned  in  the  Report — ana  to  the  correctness  of  that  description,  bv  the  way.  he 
could  bear  witness  from  personal  observation.  Hence  their  iufectious  atmosphere,  of  which 
Howard's  Journals  give  such  almost  incredible  accounts.  Hence  the  jail  fever,  now  rarely 
heard  of,  hut  then  terribly  prevalent,  and  so  fatal  as  sometimes  to  infect  the  court,  and  carry 
death  to  tiic  bar  and  bench— as  at  the  memorable  "  black  assizes"  at  Oxford,  when  all  in 
the  court-house— judges,  members  of  the  bar,  jurors — all  died  in  forty-eight  hours.  Such 
were  the  facts  brought  to  light  by  Howard— but  with  hardlv  any  effect.  No  permanent  and 
systematic  effort  at  reformation  was  the  result,  although  his  publications  suggested  almost 
every  thing  that  has  since  been  attempted.  The  reform  commenced  in  this  country.  Here 
it  had  l>een  carried  forward  and  perfected.  It  was  our  success  that  was  giving  to  other 
countries  principles  and  impulses  on  this  subject— as  was  evident  from  the  Reports  he  had 
mentioned.  He  concluded  with  a  reference  to  the  progress  of  the  cause  abroad — there  bein£ 
already  similar  societies  in  London,  Paris,  Switzerland,  Prussia,  and  St.  Petersburg.— 
RecoriUr. 
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The  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  presenting  its  Eighth  Annual 
Report,  has  not  occasion  to  lament  the  death  of  any  one  of  its  principal 
officers.  The  president,  vice-presidents,  managers  and  life  directors, 
amounting  in  all  to  seventy-two,  have  none  of  them  died  during  the 
past  year.  Out  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  life  members,  two  have 
died — Gardiner  Greene  and  James  Bowdoin.  And  out  of  about  five 
hundred  members  and  friends,  we  are  not  apprized  of  the  death  of 
more  than  four — Gilman  Pri  chard,  James  How,  Ensign  Lincoln, 
and  an  amiable  and  pious  female  friend,  who  always  gave  her  money, 
and  withheld  her  name.  These  friends  have  been  steadfast  and  liberal 
benefactors  of  the  Society  ;  often,  in  seasons  of  want,  cheering  us  by 
their  approving  countenance  and  cheerful  contributions.  It  is  our 
privilege  now  to  acknowledge  it,  and  mourn  for  the  loss  which  we 
have  sustained,  and  reflect  upon  our  own  mortality.  Some  five  or  six 
of  our  number,  we  have  reason  to  suppose,  from  the  history  of  the  past 
year,  will  die,  during  the  year  to  come.  May  we  be  prepared  to  meet 
our  Judge !  May  we  meet  Him  as  the  Friend  whom  we  greatly  revere, 
and  sincerely  love,  and  constantly  endeavor  to  obey  and  honor  ! 

With  this  brief  notice  of  our  departed  friends,  we  present,  as  the  plan 
of  this  Report,  the  following  arrangement  of  the  principal  topics : — 

1.  Solitary  Cells  in  Prison. 

2.  Silence  by  Day  and  by  Night  in  Prison. 

3.  Bibles  in  Prison. 

4.  Resident  Chaplains  in  Prison. 

5.  Sabbath  Schools  in  Prison. 

6.  Morning  and  Evening  Prayers  in  Prison. 

7.  Patient  Industry  in  Prison. 

8.  Attention  to  Cleanliness  in  Prison. 

9.  Thorough  Ventilation  in  Prison. 

10.  Improvement  of  Health  in  Prison. 

11.  Upright  Officers  in  Prison. 

12.  Favorable  pecuniary  Results  in  Prison. 

13.  Favorable  moral  Results  in  Prison. 

14.  Removal  of  Lunatics  from  Prison. 

15.  Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

16.  Causes  of  Crime. 
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17.  Recommittals, 

18.  Efforts  for  Convicts  on  their  Discharge.  •  •. 

19.  Printing  and  Distribution  of  the  last  Report. 

20.  Moneys  received  and  expended* 

21.  Domestic  Correspondence. 

22.  Foreign  Correspondence. 

23.  Report  of  the  French  Commissioners. 

24.  Extremely  defective  Prisons  in  America. 

25.  Appeal  in  Behalf  of  Prisoners. 

1.    Solitary  Cells  in  Prison. — When  this  Society  was  formed, 
eight  years  ago  (so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends),  there  were  but  two 
Prisons  in  this  country— one  at  Thorn aston,  Maine,  and  one  at  Au- 
burn, N.  Y. — built  on  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement.     In  three  or 
four  hundred  night  rooms  were  lodged  four  or  five  thousand  convicts ; 
giving  an  average  of  twelve  or  fifteen  in  a  room.     Since  then,  probably, 
not  less  than  six  thousand  solitary  cells  have  been  built.     At  the  pres- 
ent time,  the  places  where  Prisons  are  constructed  on  this  principle, 
or  where  provision  is  made  for  such  construction,  in  the  United  States, 
are,  the  State  Prison  at  Thom aston,  and  the  County  Prison  at  Bangor, 
Maine  ;  the  State  Prisons  at  Concord,  N.  H.  and  at  Windsor,  Vt ;  the 
State  Prison  at  Charlestown,   the  Houses  of  Correction   in  Boston, 
Worcester  and  Dedham,  and  the  Jails  in  New  Bedford  and  Greenfield, 
Mass. ;    the  State  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  Conn. ;   the  State  Prisons  at 
Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  the  Penitentiary  on  Black  well's  island,  and  the 
Jail  at  Geneseo,  N.  Y. ;  the  State  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J. ;  the 
Penitentiaries  in  Philadelphia  and  at  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  and  the  County 
Prison  in  Philadelphia ;    the  Penitentiary  in  Baltimore ;  the  Peniten- 
tiary in  Washington,  and  the  Jail  in  Alexandria,  D.  C. ;    the  Peniten- 
tiaries at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  Frankfort,  Ken. ;  the  Prisons  at  Baton 
Rouge,  Lou.,  Jefferson  City,  Missouri,  Alton,  III.,  and  Columbus, Ohio, 
and  in  Kingston,  Upper  Canada.     These  are  all  on  the  general  plan  of 
the  Prison  at  Auburn,  except  the  State  Prison  at  Thomaston,  Me., 
where  the  cells  are  in  the  form  of  pits ;  and  the  Penitentiaries  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburg,  the  former  on  the  radiating,  and  the  latter  on  the 
penopticon  plan  ;  the  new  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  Pen- 
itentiary in  Baltimore,  on  the  arcade  plan  ;    and  the  Prison  at  Lamber- 
ton, on  the  radiating  plan.     Several  of  the  above-named  Prisons  have 
been  finished  and  occupied  during  the  last  year ;    much  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  building  of  others ;    and  for  some,  laws  have  been 
passed   to   build   them,   and  the  work  is  just  commencing.     On  the 
whole,  so  far  as  the  extension  of  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  is 
concerned,  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  year,  since  the  reform 
commenced,  in  which  more  has  been  done,  than  during  the  last  year. 

We  subjoin  the  following  information  in  detail  concerning  the  num- 
ber of  cells  and  the  number  of  prisoners : — 

"  In  Maine,  there  are  seventy  cells,  besides  some  dormitories  con- 
nected with  the  hospital,  in  the  State  Prison,  and  ninety-three  prison- 
ers. The  prisoners  are  lodged  in  separate  cells,  except  in  some  of  the 
coldest  nights  in* winter,  when  two  are  sometimes  put  in  a  cell ;  care 
being  taken, to  put  the  old  offenders  separate.    They  are  pat  in  then 
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ills  one  hour  before  night,  each  day  in  the  week,  except  on  the  Sab* 
ith,  and  are  in  their  cells,  the  whole  day,  on  the  Sabbath,  except  one 
>ur  and  a  half.  The  cells  are  light  enough  to  enable  the  prisoners  to 
ad  in  the  day  time,  but  not  in  the  evening.'1 — Joel  Miller,  Warden. 
These  cells  are  of  peculiar  construction,  in  the  form  of  pits. 

'*  In  New  Hampshire,  there  are  one  hundred  and  twenty  cells  in  the 
ew  Prison,  and  eighty-five  prisoners.  The  New  Prison  is  finished, 
id  to  be  occupied  about  the  first  of  June.  The  prisoners  are  in  their 
:11s  from  sunset  till  daylight  during  the  week,  and  all  the  time  on  the 
lbbath,  except  about  two  hours  for  food  and  religious  worship.11 — 
bner  P.  Stinson,  Warden. 
The  New  Prison  in  New  Hampshire  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

"  In  Vermont,  there  are  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  cells,  and  one 
indred  and  eight  prisoners.  The  prisoners  leave  their  cells,  in  the 
unmer  season,  at  five  o'clock,  and  in  winter,  about  half  an  hour 
efore  sunrise.  They  are  allowed  twenty-five  minutes  in  their  cells 
ht  breakfast,  and  half  an  hour  for  dinner ;  and  when  the  days  be- 
ome  longer  than  the  nights,  they  are  generally  in  their  cells  half  an 
our  before  sunset.  The  cells  generally  are  light  enough  to  enable  the 
risoners  to  read  evenings." — John  H.  Cotton,  Warden. 

The  New  Prison  in  Vermont  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

"  In  Massachusetts,  there  are  three  hundred  and  four  cells  in  the 
'rison  at  Charlestown,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  prisoners,  all 
a  separate  cells,  excepting  those  confined  in  the  hospital.  About 
hree  hours,  each  working  day,  is  spent  in  the  cells,  between  sunrise 
ud  sunset,  during  the  summer,  and  about  one  and  a  half  in  winter. 
)n  the  Sabbath,  the  convicts  are  out  of  their  cells  from  two  to  three 
tours." — Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden. 

The  New  Prison  at  Charlestown  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

"  In  Connecticut,  there  are  two  hundred  cells  for  males,  and  thirty- 
wo  for  females,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  prisoners,  of  whom 
eventeen  are  females.  They  are  all  confined  in  separate  cells,  except 
tie  sick  in  the  hospital,  about  fourteen  hours  out  of  twenty-four,  during 
le  week,  and  about  twenty-one  out  of  twenty-four  on  the  Sabbath, 
"he  cells  have  sufficient  light  to  enable  the  prisoners  to  read." 

The  New  Prison  in  Connecticut  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

"  At  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  there  are  seven  hundred  and  seventy  cells,  and 
x  hundred  and  eighty-three  prisoners ;  of  whom  twenty-five  are  fo- 
lates; all  lodged  in  separate  cells,  at  the  present  time,  males  as  well 
s  females. 

"  While  there  is  less  than  twelve  and  a  half  hours  of  daylight,  the 
onvicts  are  always  in  their  cells  from  twilight  till  day  dawn,  and  no 
mger,  except  on  the  Sabbath.  While  there  is  daylight  twelve  and  a 
alf  hours  or  more,  they  are  always  locked  up  at  six  o'clock,  P.M., 
nd  unlocked  at  half  past  five,  A.  M. ;  i.  e.  they  are  always  in  their 
elk  eleven  and  a  half  of  the  twenty-four  hours;  and  when  the  days 
ecome  too  short  to  labor  twelve  and  a  half  hours  by  daylight,  they  are 
1  their  cells  all  the  time,  and  all  the  time  only,  that  they  cannot  see  to 
ork.    The  time  is  lengthened  or  shortened  by  quarters  of  an  hour. 
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"  On  the  Sabbath,  they  are  always  taken  out  in  the  morning,  at  the 
usual  hour  of  opening  the  Prison,  and  are  out  from  half  to  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour  ;  again  for  breakfast,  about  the  same  length  of  time. 
The  Sabbath  school  scholars  are  out  of  their  cells  from  breakfast  time, 
and  the  rest  from  ten  o'clock  till  noon,  in  the  chapel.  They  are  all 
confined  to  their  cells  the  whole  afternoon  of  the  Sabbath,  except  in  the 
warmest  weather,  when  they  are  taken  out  towards  night  for  an  airing. 
The  cells  are  light  enough  to  enable  them  to  read  in  the  day  time,  tat 
not  in  the  evening." — B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain, 

*'  At  Blackwell's  island,  near  the  city  of  New  York,  there  are  two 
hundred  and  forty  cells  finished,  and  as  many  more  building.  There 
are  sometimes  more  subjects  than  cells,  and  then  they  cannot  be  con- 
fined in  separate  cells.  The  average  number  on  the  island  may  be  two 
hundred  and  fifty.  They  are  in  the  cells  during  the  night,  and  about 
three  hours  of  the  day,  except  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  on  the  Sabbath,  a 
greater  part  of  the  day,  as  they  are  only  brought  out  for  their  meals 
and  for  religious  service  in  the  morning." — J.  Ogden  Woodruff, 
Warden. 

The  Prison  on  Blackwell's  island  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

"In  Maryland,  there  are  three  hundred  and  twenty  cells  in  the  Bal- 
timore Penitentiary,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  prisoners ;  of  whom 
fifty-three  are  females.  The  male  prisoners  are  confined  separately  at 
night ;  the  females  in  companies  of  eight  or  ten.  The  hours  of  locking 
up  the  prisoners  and  unlocking  them  are  at  sunset  and  sunrise."— 
James  M'Evoy,  Clerk. 

The  new  building  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  is  on  the  arcade  plan. 

"  In  Washington  city,  district  of  Columbia,  there  are  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  cells,  and  forty  prisoners,  of  whom  two  are  females.  They 
are  lodged  in  separate  cells,  and  after  being  taken  out,  in  the  morning, 
they  are  not  permitted  to  return  to  them  again  until  the  hour  for  lock- 
ing up,  in  the  evening ;  the  Sabbath  day  excepted,  when  they  a« 
almost  wholly  confined  to  their  cells,  time  being  only  allowed  for  their 
meals,  and  their  attendance  on  divine  service." — Isaac  Clarke, 
Warden. 

The  New  Penitentiary  in  Washington  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

"  In  Kentucky,  there  are  one  hundred  and  four  cells  in  the  State 
Prison  at  Frankfort,  and  eighty-four  prisoners ;  lodged  separately ;  let  % 
out,  in  the  morning,  as  soon  as  they  can  see,  for  business,  and  kept  it  % 
work  until  night ;  confined  in  the  cells  on  the  Sabbath,  except  iboi  \ 
hours,  which  are  devoted  to  instruction." — Joel  Scott,  Warden. 

"  In  Ohio,  the  New  Prison  at  Columbus  is  building,  calculated  for 
seven  hundred  cells ;  and  there  will  probably  be  finished  three  hundred 
and  eighty  cells,  and  a  keeper's  house,  this  summer.  In  the  (Md 
Prison,  there  are  about  fifty  effective  cells,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety 
prisoners,  of  whom  six  are  females— four  lodged  in  a  cell ;  the  women 
all  in  one  room,  partly  under  ground." — William  W.  Gault,  Warden, 

The  New  Prison  in  Ohio  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 
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2.  Silence  bt  Day  and  by  Night  in  Prison. — This  is  a  standing 
rule  in  all  the  reformed  Prisons.  Keep  the  ear  open,  and  the  mouth 
shut,  is  the  rule ;  and  surely,  if  it  be  true  every  where,  that  the  tongue 
is  a  world  of  iniquity,  much  more  is  it  true  in  Prison.  An  attempt  has, 
therefore,  been  made,  in  the  reformed  Prisons,  to  govern  the  tongue. 
The  solitary  cell,  and  the  sentinel  always  on  duty  by  the  side  of  it,  does 
this  very  effectually  at  night,  and  never-failing  supervision  and  inspec- 
tion does  it  to  a  most  surprising  extent  by  day ;  so  that  evil  communi-  . 
cation  is,  to  a  great  degree,  prevented. 

3.  Bibles  in  Prison. — The  solitary  cell  and  the  silent  solitude  of  a 
Prison  must  be  furnished  with  something  to  enlighten  the  understand- 
ing and  improve  the  heart.  By  common  consent,  the  Bible  appears  to 
be  the  Book  of  Books  for  this  purpose ;  and  although  many  of  those  for 
whose  benefit  it  is  intended  do  not  believe  it  at  first,  and  will  not  read 
it,  or,  if  they  read  it,  only  cavil  with  it,  still  there  are  many  cases  in 
which  it  has  fastened  an  arrow  in  the  conscience,  which  no  human 
skill  could  take  away.  So  great  are  the  benefits  which  flow  from 
placing  a  small  Bible  with  a  prisoner  in  his  solitary  cell,  that  it  has  " 
become  almost  as  much  a  matter  of  course  to  see  it  lying  upon  the  little 
shelf,  as  to  see  the  fastening  of  the  door  which  secures  his  person. 
These  Bibles  are  generally  provided  by  a  law  of  the  state.  They  are 
read  exceedingly,  and  a  multitude  of  inquiries  are  raised  and  proposed 
to  the  chaplains  concerning  the  meaning  of  the  sacred  page.  Hun- 
dreds of  leaves,  in  a  single  Bible,  are  sometimes  turned  down  to  assist 
the  memory  of  the  prisoner  in  referring  to  those  passages  concerning 
which  he  wants  instruction.  And  it  is  not  a  little  curious  how  pun- 
gent are  the  truths,  how  much  like  the  fire  and  the  hammer,  which  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  used  to  arrest  the  attention  of  these  men  ;  so  that 
what  they  began  to  read,  perhaps,  with  no  good  design,  has  been  fas- 
tened in  the  conscience,  as  a  nail  in  a  sure  place.  And  were  the 
question  now  to  be  asked,  whether  all  other  books  could  supply  the 
place  of  the  Bible  in  the  solitary  cell,  it  would  be  answered  by  all  the 
experience  of  the  reformed  Prisons  in  the  negative. 

"  In  Maine,  each  prisoner  in  the  State  Prison  has  a  Bible  or  Testa- 
ment ;  about  one  half  of  each.  All  can  read,  except  five ;  some, 
however,  but  poorly.  Sixteen  have  learned  to  read  since  they  were 
committed  to  Prison.  They  scarcely  knew  a  letter  of  the  alphabet 
when  they  were  committed.  They  have  about  one  hour  each  day  to 
read  and  study  their  lessons,  which  they  are  required  to  recite  on  the 
Sabbath.  Bibles  and  Testaments  are,  with  very  few  exceptions,  well 
ased  and  much  read." — Joel  Miller,  Warden. 

"  In  New  Hampshire,  there  are  about  fifty  Bibles  in  the  State  Prison, 
and  there  will  be  more  when  the  New  Prison  is  occupied.  Four  of  the 
prisoners  cannot  read,  but  are  now  learning,  and  six  have  been  taught 
to  read  in  Prison.  They  are  not  able  to  read  evenings  in  the  Old 
Prison,  but  will  be  in  the  New  Prison.  The  Bibles  are,  generally, 
well  used,  and  read  often."— Abner  P.  Stinson,  Warden. 

"  In  Vermont,  each  cell  has  a  whole  Bible.     Several  of  the  prisoners 
have  been  taught  to  read  in  the  Prison.     The  cells,  generally ,  *t*\\^*\. 
enough  to  enable  them  to  read  evenings,  and  many  o£  \Yvfcm  tes<>\a 
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their  evening  hours  to  reading  the  Bible.  Since  confining  the  prisoners 
separately,  under  the  new  system,  the  Bible  is  well  used." — John  H. 
Cotton,  lYardcn. 

"  In  Massachusetts,  the  whole  Bible  is  used,  and  each  cell  is  furnish- 
ed  with  one.  Most  of  the  prisoners  can  read.  Many  have  been  in- 
structed, and  several  are  now  learning  to  read.  The  cells  are  suffi- 
ciently light  to  enable  the  inmates  to  read  during  the  day,  but  not  in 
the  evening.  The  Bibles  are,  apparently,  much  read.  The  conricw 
generally  improve  their  leisure  time,  at  meals  and  after  being  locked 
up  at  night,  in  reading  the  Scriptures." — Charles  Lincoln,  Jin., 
Warden. 

"  In  Connecticut,  each  cell  in  the  State  Prison  is  supplied  with  the 
whole  Bible.  Ten  prisoners  have  been  taught  to  read  in  the  Prison. 
The  cells  are  light  enough  to  enable  them  tc  read  evenings,  and  the 
Bibles  are  well  used  and  much  read." 

"  At  Auburn,  New  York,  each  prisoner  is  supplied  with  the  whol*  [ 
Bible.  With  the  exception  of  two  or  three,  who  3eem  to  be  incApaM*  ■ 
of  being  taught,  all  can  read,  or  are  learning.  About  fifty,  now  r 
Prison,  have  been  taught  to  read  ab  initio.  Many  others,  who  coal 
read  but  very  poorly  when  committed,  have  learned  to  read  fluentlr 
The  cells  are  not  light  enough  to  enable  them  to  read  evenings ;  and  thr 
only  time  they  have  for  reading  is  on  the  Sabbath,  and,  during  the  long 
days,  from  fifteen  minutes  to  an  hour  and  a  half,  after  they  are  locked 
up  for  the  night  With  scarcely  an  exception,  all  the  convicts  use 
their  Bibles  well  and  much.  They  usually  have  them  in  their  hands, 
whenever  they  can  read ;  and  read  them  through  again  and  again. 
Many  of  them  have  adopted  the  verse  system." — B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain* 

"  On  Blackwell's  island,  of  those  remaining  in  the  Penitentiary,  two 
thirds  can  read.  None  have  been  taught  to  read  in  the  Prison.  There 
are  plenty  of  Bibles,  and  time  to  read  on  the  Sabbath  and  in  the  eTen- 
ings,  as  the  lamps  give  light  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  read  at  night" 
J.  Ocden  Woodruff,  Warden. 

"  In  Maryland,  each  cell  in  the  Penitentiary  is  supplied  with  a  Bible 
r.nd  Testament.  All  have  an  opportunity  of  learning  to  read  before 
tlu»  expiration  of  their  servitude.  The  time  afforded  for  reading  is  after  *  * 
the  work  is  done  before  night.  After  dark,  the  cells  are  not  lighted."  J  - 
James  M'Evoy,  Clerk.  \~ 

"  In  Washington  city,  D.  C,   every  prisoner   in  the  Penitentiary  b  I  " 
supplied  with  the  whole  Bible.     Two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  can   ;  " 
rend.     None  have  been  taught  in  the  Prison.     They  can  read  daily.  ; 
after  having  finished  their  work.     The  Bibles  are  much  read,  and  with  j* 
careful  attention." — Isaac  Clarke,  Warden, 

"  In  Kentucky,  each  prisoner  in  the  State  Prison  is  supplied  with  :t 
Bibles,  Testaments,  hymn,  or  spelling  book.     About  two  thirds  of  the  rs 
prisoners  can  read  a  little,  and  they  are  all  taught  to  read  a  little,  in  the  jw 
Prison.     They  have  no  other  time  but  the  Sabbath  to  read.     By  some, 
the  Bibles  are  badly  used ;  by  others,  well  used." — Joel  Scott,  Warden. 

'*  In  Ohio,  each  cell   in  the  Penitentiary  is  supplied   with  a  Bible. 
The  greatest  part  of  the  prisoners  can  read ;  but  few  have  been  taught  W 
in  the  Prison,  and  the  Bible  is  not  much  used." — William  Gacit, 
Warden, 
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4.  Resident  Chaplains  in  Prison. — The  living  teacher  is  as  ne- 
sessary  in  a  Prison  as  the  inspired  volume.  "  It  pleases  God,  by  the 
foolishness  of  preaching,  to  save  them  that  believe.'1  If  the  means  of 
jrod's  appointment  had  been  sooner  used,  the  reform  in  Prisons  had 
lot  been  so  long  delayed.  Since  resident  chaplains  have  been  intro- 
luced,  numerous  cases  of  reformation  have  occurred,  and  till  then, 
rery  few.  The  present  chaplain  at  Charlestown  was  the  first  resident 
chaplain  at  Auburn,  and  the  first  in  this  country.  In  imitation  of  him, 
a  number  of  others  have  been  introduced ;  and  in  conversation  with 
the  persons  who  have  been  reformed  in  Prison,  and  have  shown  it  in 
the  life  after  their  discharge,  it  is  most  interesting  to  see  how  the  whole 
process  of  reformation  is  interwoven  with  the  visits,  the  conversation, 
and  the  preaching  of  the  chaplain.  The  expressions  of  attachment  are 
strong,  and  often  recurring ;  the  gratitude  flows  out  from  the  hearts  of 
these  unfortunate  men  towards  them.  Said  one,  "  I  was  sitting  down 
at  my  work  in  the  north  wing,  and  the  chaplain  came  along."  Again : 
"  I  was  in  my  cell,  and  Mr.  C.  was  at  the  door."  And  in  another 
place,  "  He  put  me  in  the  way  to  save  my  soul,  which  I  shall  ever  love 
him  for,  while  God  gives  me  breath;"  and  finally,  "  I  was  fatting  down 
into  heU  headlong,  and  he  hauled  me  out ;  that  is  the  reason  I  love  him** 

« In  Maine,  there  are  two  chaplains,  who  are  not  resident  chaplains, 
bat  attend  alternately  to  the  duty  one  hour  and  a  half,  each  Sabbath,  of 
Sabbath  school  instruction  and  other  religious  services.  The  chaplains 
devote  no  other  time  to  the  prisoners,  either  on  the  Sabbath,  or  during 
the  week.  About  one  hour  is  devoted  to  Sabbath  school  instruction, 
and  about  one  half  that  time  to  other  religious  services." — Joel  Mil- 
ler, Warden. 

"  In  New  Hampshire,  the  chaplain  is  one  of  the  preachers  in  the 
town  of  Concord,  and  not  a  resident  chaplain.  He  devotes  one  hour 
and  a  half,  on  Sabbath  morning,  to  preaching  a  sermon.  The  prison- 
ers are  kept  in  their  cells  the  rest  of  the  day,  except  at  meal  time." — 
Abner  P.  Stinson,  Warden. 

"  In  Vermont,  there  is  a  resident  chaplain,  who  receives  from  the 
state  a  salary  of  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  He  preaches  on 
the  Sabbath  forenoon  and  afternoon,  attends  prayers  daily  before  shut- 
ting up  at  evening,  accompanied  by  reading  the  Scriptures  and  a  short 
exposition  on  the  chapter  read;  visits  the  Prison  daily,  and  takes 
opportunity  to  converse  with  the  prisoners  at  their  cells." — John  H. 
Cotton,  Warden. 

"  In  Massachusetts,  the  State  Prison  is  highly  favored  in  enjoying 
the  services  of  the  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  who  is  the  regular  chaplain  of 
the  establishment.  His  time  is  almost  constantly  employed  in  the  high 
and  important  duties  committed  to  his  charge.  Religious  services  are 
performed  twice  a  day  and  on  the  Sabbath,  together  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Sabbath  school.  The  daily  services  consist  of  reading  the 
Scriptures  and  prayer,  and  frequent  exhortations ;  besides,  the  chaplain 
is  in  the  constant  practice  of  private  conversation  with  the  prisoners. 
He  superintends  the  Sabbath  school  from  twenty  minutes  past  ten, 
about  one  hour  and  a  half,  conducts  public  worship  from  the  close  of 
the  Sabbath  school  about  one  hour  and  a  half.  After  this,  the  prison- 
ers are  locked  up  for  the  day." — Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden. 
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"  In  Connecticut,  there  is  a  resident  chaplain,  who  recerres  a  safari 
of  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum  from  the  state.  He  devotes  from  two 
to  three  hours  per  day  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  attends  morning 
and  evening  prayers  with  the  prisoners,  and  accompanies  the  same  with 
reading  the  Scriptures.  One  hour  is  spent  in  the  Sabbath  school,  two 
hours  in  public  worship,  and  from  five  to  six  hours  in  the  cells." 

"  At  Auburn,  the  chaplain  attends  evening  prayers  (not  morning) 
with  the  convicts,  accompanied  with  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures : 
after  which,  he  usually  spends  about  half  an  hour  (the  remainder  of  the 
time  before  ringing  to  bed)  in  attending  to  the  call  of  the  convicts,  at 
their  cells.  Two  hours  of  the  Sabbath  are  spent  in  the  Sabbath  school, 
about  two  in  public  worship,  from  one  to  two  in  eating  and  airing,  and 
the  remainder  in  the  cells.  The  chaplain  spends  the  afternoon  in  visit» 
ing  from  cell  to  cell,  in  giving  tracts,  &x.  &c." — B.  C.  Smith,  Chaalm*. 

"  On  Black  well's  island  there  is  no  chaplain  specially  for  the  island." 


.  Ogden  Woodruff,  Warden. 

"  In  Maryland,  no  chaplain  is  employed  by  the  Penitentiary ;  hat 
religious  exercises  are  performed,  every  Sunday  morning,  by  preachen 
belonging  to  the  Methodist  society,  the  Penitentiary  being  one  of  their 
regular  appointments.  Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  religions 
service,  the  hours  are  spent  in  the  school.  Occasionally,  a  sermon  is 
preached  in  the  afternoon  by  volunteer  ministers ;  but  no  arrangeniest 
exists  by  which  a  religious  service  in  the  afternoon  has  been  rendered 
regularly  certain." — James  M'Evoy,  Clerk. 

"  In  Washington,  D.  C,  there  is  a  chaplain  in  the  Penitentiary.  He 
preaches  one  sermon  on  the  Sabbath ;  does  not  attend  morning  tod 
evening  prayers." — Isaac  Clarke,  Warden. 

li  In  Kentucky,  there  is  no  chaplain  in  the  Penitentiary.  The  place 
is  attended  by  Methodist  preachers.  The  Sabbath  is  spent  in  the  cells, 
until  breakfast,  when  they  all  come  out,  prepare  and  eat  breakfast, 
spend  two  hours  in  the  school,  and  then  return  to  their  cells,  and  stay 
until  dinner.  They  are  brought  out  to  air,  and  afterwards  two  boon 
more  are  spent  in  school ;  and,  if  there  is  no  public  worship,  they  are 
returned  to  their  cells  until  Monday  morning.1' — Joel  Scott,  Wank*. 

"  In  Ohio,  there  is  no  chapel,  nor  any  room  in  which  it  would  be 
possible  to  assemble,  and,  therefore,  no  chaplain.'1 — William  W.Gacit, 
•  Warden. 

5.  Sabbath  Schools  in  Prison. — The  first  Sabbath  school  in 
Prison,  in  the  United  States  (so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends),  was 
organized  by  the  then  resident  chaplain  at  Auburn.  This  was  one  of 
the  favorable  results  of  having  a  resident  chaplain  ;  because,  probably, 
no  other  person,  except  one  who  was  favorably  known  to  the  inspectors 
and  the  officers  for  wisdom  and  prudence,  could  have  introduced  into 
that  Prison  a  system  of  Sabbath  school  instruction :  the  chaplain  was 
able  to  do  it,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  without  violating  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Prison.  The  number  of  prisoners  at  first 
introduced  was  about  fifty ;  which  number  was  afterwards  increased  to 
one  hundred,  and  subsequently  to  a  larger  number.  The  officers  of 
the  Prison  cheerfully  cooperated  with  the  chaplain  in  the  additional 
labors  brought  upon  them,  by  this  new  feature  in  their  system  of  Prison 
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discipline.  The  inspectors  and  commissioners  of  the  legislature  were 
much  gratified  with  its  beneficial  results ;  the  students  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  cheerfully  came  into  the  school  as  teachers  ;  and  one 
of  them  was  appointed  superintendent,  who  has  since  become  the  resi- 
dent chaplain.  The  utility  of  this  school  has  not  been  more  apparent, 
upon  the  minds  of  the  teachers  and  the  taught,  than  as  an  example, 
which  has  been  extensively  imitated ;  so  that  a  Sabbath  school  in  Prison 
is  generally  considered,  at  the  present  time,  essential  in  a  good  system 
of  Prison  discipline.  We  estimate  the  number  of  schools  in  the  Prisons 
in  the  United  States  to  be  not  less  than  ten,  the  number  of  teachers 
about  seven  hundred,  and  the  number  of  scholars  about  fifteen  hundred. 

"  In  Maine,  there  arc  four  Sabbath  school  teachers  in  the  State 
Prison,  exclusive  of  the  chaplain.  The  average  number  of  scholars  is 
seventy-eight.  One  hour  is  devoted  to  Sabbath  school  instruction.  The 
chaplain  superintends  the  Sabbath  school,  and  the  clerk  and  overseers 
of  the  Prison  are  his  assistants.  The  convicts  generally  take  a  deep 
interest  in  the  school,  and  it  is,  by  the  most  of  them,  highly  esteemed." 
— Joel  Miller,  Warden. 

"In  New  Hampshire,  there  has  been  no  Sabbath  school  in  the  State 
Prison  during  the  past  year,  in  consequence  of  building  the  New 
Prison ;  but  four  convicts,  who  cannot  read,  are  now  learning  to  read, 
and  six  have  been  taught  in  the  Prison.  There  has  been  a  Sabbath 
school,  and  will  be  again,  as  soon  as  the  new  discipline  is  introduced." 
— Abner  P.  Stinson,  Warden. 

"  In  Vermont,  the  chaplain  is  the  only  Sabbath  school  teacher.  He 
has  a  school  or  Bible  class  of  about  twenty-five  members,  and  devotes 
his  time  to  it,  in  the  interval  of  public  worship,  and  again  after  the 
afternoon  service.  The  prisoners,  while  engaged  in  the  class,  appear 
to  value  it  highly." — John  II.  Cotton,  Warden. 

"  In  Massachusetts,  the  number  of  teachers  in  the  State  Prison  Sab- 
bath school  varies  from  twenty  to  thirty.  They  are  gentlemen  from 
several  religious  societies  in  Boston,  Charlestown,  and  from  the  Divinity 
School  in  Harvard  College."  They  do  the  duty  alternately  from  the 
different  religious  societies;  twelve  or  fourteen  societies  being  con- 
cerned in  the  course  of  instruction ;  so  that  a  very  large  number  of 
persons,  in  the  lapse  of  a  year,  are  engaged  in  Sabbath  school  instruc- 
tion in  this  Prison.  "About  one  hundred  and  fifteen  prisoners  are 
admitted  to  the  school.  The  warden  and  deputy  warden  attend  alter- 
nately. The  chaplain  is  the  superintendent.  Most  of  the  convicts 
appear  to  value  the  school,  and  as  to  its  usefulness  there  can  be  no 
doubt"— Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden. 

"  In  Connecticut,  there  are  ten  Sabbath  school  teachers,  and  one 
hundred  scholars,  in  the  State  Prison.  The  chaplain  has  the  superin- 
tendence; gentlemen  living  in  the  neighborhood  are  engaged  as 
teachers ;  one  hour  is  spent  in  the  instruction  of  the  school,  and  the 
school  is  valued  by  most  of  the  prisoners." 

*'  At  Auburn,  the  Sabbath  school  teachers  in  the  Prison,  including 
the  superintendent,  are  thirty-seven  ;  scholars,  two  hundred,  and  grad- 
ually increasing.  Hours  of  instruction,  from  eight  o'clock  to  ten  in  the 
morning.  The  school  is  under  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
chaplain.    The  teachers,  who  are  members  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
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nary,  select  one  of  their  number  to  take  the  immediate  oversight  of  it 
The  fact  that  the  chaplain  is  constantly  pressed  with  applications  for 
admission  into  the  school,  shows  in  what  estimation  it  is  held  by  the 
convicts  in  general.  Exclusion  from  the  school  is  found  to  be  one  of 
the  most  effectual  modes  of  punishment  for  disorderly  conduct  in  it"— 
B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain. 

"  On  BlackwelTs  island,  there  is  at  present  no  Sabbath  school  for 
those  remaining  on  the  island." — J.  Ogden  Woodruff,  Warden. 

"  In  Maryland,  those  of  the  convicts  who  were  originally  unable  to 
read  in  the  Penitentiary,  have  been  formed  into  a  Sabbath  school,  which 
is  conducted  by  ten  volunteer  teachers  from  the  city.  The  number  at 
present  belonging  to  this  school  is  two  hundred  and  eleven,  of  whom 
sixty-eight  are  white,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-three  colored— is 
various  stages  of  improvement.  The  school  is  highly  valued  by  the 
prisoners,  particularly  by  the  colored  prisoners,  and  is  useful,  inasmuch 
as  the  members  all  have  an  opportunity  of  learning  to  read  before  the 
expiration  of  their  sentence."--JAMEs  M'Evoy,  Clark. 

"  In  Washington,  there  is  no  fiabbath  school  in  the  Penitentiary."— 
Isaac  Clarke,  Warden. 

"In  Kentucky,  there  are  two  regular  Sabbath  school  teachers. 
Nearly  all  the  prisoners  are  scholars.  Four  hours,  each  day,  are  de- 
voted to  instruction.  The  superintendent  of  the  Prison  has  the  care  of 
the  school.  The  teachers  are  such  gentlemen  as  are  employed  by  him. 
Some  of  the  prisoners  are  very  much  pleased,  and  others  displeased, 
with  the  school." — Joel  Scott,  Warden. 

"  In  Ohio,  there  is  neither  school  nor  chapel  attached  to  the  Prison; 
neither  is  there  any  room  that  it  would  be  possible  to  teach  in ;  then- 
fore  there  are  no  Sabbath  school  teachers.'1 — William  W.  Gault, 
Warden. 

6.  Mornino  and  Evenino  Prayers  in  Prison. — This  peculiarity 
of  the  present  system  of  Prison  discipline  owes  its  existence  to  the  resi- 
dent chaplains.  It  was  introduced  first  at  Auburn  by  the  present  chap- 
lain in  the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  and  the  service  was  performed  in  the 
area  in  front  of  the  cells,  after  the  prisoners  were  locked  up  for  the 
night.  The  voice  of  prayer,  falling  upon  the  ear  of  the  prisoner  in  his 
solitary  cell,  was  the  last  sound  of  the  human  voice  which  was  heard 
before  the  silence  of  the  night ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  any 
thing  more  calculated  to  reclaim  the  wanderer,  and  lead  him  to  repent- 
ance. The  system  of  morning  and  evening  prayers  is  adopted  only  in 
those  Prisons  where  there  are  resident  chaplains.  We  have  known 
only  a  solitary  instance  in  which  any  other  officer  of  a  Prison  has  been 
willing  to  discharge  this  duty. 

7.  Patient  Industry  in  Prison. — The  rule,  with  one  pr  two  ex- 
ceptions, in  all  the  reformed  Prisons,  is  to  work  from  morning  till 
night,  six  days  in  the  week,  with  no  other  cessation  than  what  is  neces- 
sary for  taking  food  and  attending  morning  and  evening  prayers.  Gif- 
ing  tasks,  and  allowing  the  men  to  be  masters  of  their  own  time  when 
tjie  task  is  done,  is  not  a  feature  in  the  new  system  of  Prison  discipline. 
In  the  Prison,  or  Prisons,  where  it  is  now  a  part  of  the  system,  and  is 
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rH  the  old  Prisons  where  it  was  formerly,  the  period  of  time  after  the 
task  is  done  is  a  period  of  disorder,  altogether  inconsistent  with  our 
ideas  of  a  good  system  of  Prison  discipline.  The  reasons  assigned 
against  the  system  of  allowing  daily  tasks  in  Prison,  and  permitting  the 
prisoners  to  work  for  themselves  after  these  tasks  are  done,  are  stated  at 
length  in  the  First  Report  of  this  Society,  page  90,  and  are  confirmed  by 
eight  years'  observation  and  experience.  The  only  good  and  sufficient 
rule  appears  to  be  that  which  requires  patient  and  constant  labor ;  and 
the  only  good  practice  to  see  that  it  is  performed. 

8.  Attention  to  Cleanliness  in  Prison.— In  some  of  the  old 
Prisons,  the  persons  of  the  convicts  were  clothed  in  filthy  rags ;  they 
were  seldom  shaved  or  purified  with  water  ;  their  night  rooms  were  not 
swept,  scrubbed  or  whitewashed ;  their  beds,  if  they  had  any,  were  too 
filthy  for  description  ;  cutaneous  diseases  were  extended,  if  not  gen- 
erated, and  vermin  were  common.  In  the  new  Prisons,  the  persons  of 
the  convicts  are  sufficiently  well  clothed  during  the  week ;  but  we 
know  of  so  one  which  allows  a  suit  of  clothes  appropriate  to  the  Sab- 
bath, a  regulation  which  we  hope  soon  to  see  universally  adopted ; 
water,  soap  and  towels  are  abundantly  furnished  for  daily  purification  ; 
the  rooms  extensively  are  scrubbed  weekly  or  monthly,  and  white- 
washed monthly  or  quarterly ;  the  beds  are  comfortable  aud  clean ; 
cutaneous  diseases  and  vermin  are  seldom  found.  In  numerous  cases, 
the  reformed  Prisons  are  an  example  of  neatness. 

"  In  Maine,  the  prisoners  are  furnished,  every  Sabbath  morning, 
with  a  clean  suit  of  clothes,  which  they  wear  through  the  week.  All 
the  rooms  and  cells  are  whitewashed  twice  a  year,  and  scrubbed  as 
often  as  twice  a  week ;  soap  and  towels  are  allowed  the  convicts  once 
a  week,  but  the  prisoners  wash  themselves  every  day.  The  prisoners' 
shirts  are  washed  every  week,  and  their  other  clothing  as  often  as  is 
accessary.  There  is  a  bath  for  the  stone-cutters,  and  they  are  required 
to  bathe  in  it  every  night  in  warm  weather.  When  prisoners  are  re- 
ceived into  the  Prison,  all  their  clothes  are  stripped  off,  and  an  entire 
new  suit  given  them." — Joel  Miller,  Warden. 

"  In  New  Hampshire,  the  prisoners  have  no  Sabbath  suit.  The 
Prison  is  whitewashed  twice  a  year,  and  the  New  Prison  will  be  oftener. 
Soap  and  towels  are  furnished  to  the  prisoners,  and  they  are  required  to 
wash  themselves  daily.  The  Prison  dress  does  not  admit  of  washing, 
except  the  shirts,  which  are  washed  weekly,  and  sometimes  twice  a 
week.  There  is  no  bath  ;  but  the  prisoners,  when  first  received,  are 
thoroughly  cleansed,  and  furnished  with  a  new  suit  of  clothes." — Abner 
P.  Stinson,  Warden. 

"  In  Vermont,  the  prisoners  have  no  suit  of  clothes  exclusively  for 
the  Sabbath.  The  New  Prison  and  cells  are  whitewashed  twice  a 
year ;  floors  and  galleries  scrubbed  once  a  month,  if  required.  Soap 
and  towels  are  furnished  each  cell,  and  prisoners  are  required  to  wash 
twice  a  day.  The  Prison  dress,  particularly  for  the  summer,  will  admit 
of  it,  and  is  frequently  washed.  The  shirts  are  washed  weekly.  There 
is  no  bath.  The  prisoners  are  thoroughly  cleansed  when  they  enter 
the  Prison,  and  attired  in  the  uniform  of  the  Prison.  They  shave  twice 
a  week."—JoHN  H.  Cotton,  Warden. 
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'*  Id  Massachusetts,  the  prisoners  wear  the  same  suit  of  clothes  on 
the  Sabbath  as  on  other  days.  The  Prison  is  thoroughly  whitewashed 
once  or  twice  a  year,  and  the  cells  more  frequently.  Scrubbing  is  not 
practised ;  the  floors  are  whitewashed.  Soap  and  towels  are  furnished,, 
and  the  prisoners  are  required  to  wash  at  least  once  a  day.  The  Prison* 
dress  is  occasionally  washed.  There  is  a  convenient  place  for  bathing, 
and  the  convicts  are  allowed  five  or  ten  minutes,  once  or  twice  a  week 
during  the  warm  season,  for  that  exercise.  On  reception  of  a  prisoner, 
he  is  washed,  shaved,  and  his  hair  cut  short,  and  he  is  furnished  with 
clean  Prison  clothes.1' — Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden. 

"  In  Connecticut,  the  prisoners  have  no  suit  of  clothes  appropriate  to> 
the  Sabbath.  The  rooms  are  whitewashed  once  a  month,  and  scrub* 
bed  once  a  week.  Soap  and  towels  are  furnished,  and  the  prisoners 
are  required  to  wash  themselves  daily.  The  Prison  dress  is  such  as  to 
admit  of  it,  and  is  washed  weekly.  There  is  a  bath.  The  prisoners 
change  their  dress,  and  are  thoroughly  cleansed,  when  they  are  re- 
ceived." 

"  At  Auburn,  the  convicts  always  have  a  clean  suit  of  clothes  for  the 
Sabbath,  but  not  a  different  kind  from  their  working  suit.  The  rooms, 
hi  the  summer  season,  are  swept  daily,  scrubbed  weekly,  and  white* 
washed  monthly  (or  oftener  ;  one  man  is  whitewashing  constantly) ;  in 
cold  weather,  not  so  frequently,  but  often  enough  to  keep  them  perfectly 
clean  and  wholesome.  The  convicts  are  furnished  with  soap  and  y 
towels,  and  are  required  to  wash  daily,  at  least :  many,  of  them  do 
oftener.  Their  shirts  and  stockings  are  always  washed  weekly,  and,  if 
employed  about  work  that  is  not  clean,  all  the  other  articles  of  their 
dress  likewise.  No  one  wears  any  article  of  dress  longer  than  a  fort* 
night  without  exchanging  it  for  a  clean  one.  During  the  warm  monthsr 
a  certain  portion  of  the  convicts,  say  one  tenth,  are  required  to  bathe  in 
a  large  reservoir  every  Saturday  afternoon.  Every  convict,  on  entering 
the  Prison,  is  thoroughly  cleansed  from  head  to  foot,  and  then  clad  in  a 
clean  Prison  dress." — B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain* 

"  On  Black  well's  island,  the  prisoners  have  no  dress  specially  fer  the 
Sabbath.  The  Prison  is  regularly  whitewashed  four  times  a  year.  The 
floors  of  the  cells  are  not  scrubbed,  being  of  stone,  but  cleansed  with 
lime.  Soap  and  towels  are  not  furnished ;  but  the  prisoners  are  re- 
quired to  wash  every  morning  at  the  waterside.  The  dress  for  winter 
is  woollen,  and  is  not  washed  until  it  is  worn  out ;  consequently  it 
becomes,  not  unfrequcntly,  very  dirty.  The  shirts  and  summer  panta- 
loons, which  are  made  of  tow  clotb,  are  washed  regularly  once  a  week. 
All  prisoners  change  their  dress  when  received,  and  put  on  dean 
clothes,  but  arc  not  washed." — J.  Ogden  Woodruff,  Warden. 

"  In  Maryland,  there  is  no  dress  peculiarly  appropriated  to  the  Sab* 
bath  in  the  Penitentiary.  The  rooms  generally  are  whitewashed  about 
twice  a  year.  The  lodging  rooms  are  scrubbed  about  twice  a  week. 
The  prisoners  are  required  to  wash  themselves  at  the  pumps  in  the  yard 
every  morning  on  leaving  the  cells.  Large  towels  for  their  accommo- 
dation are  hung  upon  rollers  in  various  parts  of  the  shops.  The  Prison 
dress  for  the  winter  is  made  of  cotton  and  wool ;  for  the  summer,  of 
cotton  only.  The  shirts  and  stockings  and  summer  clothing  are  washed 
once  a  week.    The  dress  is  changed  every  Sabbath  morning.    There 
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s  §Ms  no  general  bath  belonging  to  the  institution.    The  prisoners  change 
&'their  dress,  and  they  are  thoroughly  cleansed,  when  they  are  received. 
tv-The  dress  which  they  bring  with  them  is  carefully  preserved  for  them 
tef  ntil  their  discharge." — James  M'Evoy,  Clerk. 
vr     •*  In  Washington,  D.  C,  the  prisoners  are  required  to  appear  per* 
jt  fectly  clean,  in  order  to  go  to  the  chapel.     The  rooms  are  swept  daily, 
mr  scrubbed  weekly,  and  whitewashed  monthly.    Soap  and  towels  are 
r'  fcrnished,   and  the  prisoners  are  required*  to  wash  themselves  daily, 
r    The  Prison  dress  does  admit  of  washing,  and  each  prisoner  has  his 
clothes  washed  weekly.     There  is  a  bath ;   and,  during  the  warm  sea* 
•on,  the  prisoners  are  required  to  bathe  once  ft  week,  i.  e.  on  every 
>     Saturday  evening.     The  first  thing  that  is  done  on  the  reception  of  a 
•     prisoner,  is  to  cut  his  hair  as  close  to  his  head  as  possible ;  then  he  is 
made  to  wash  in  warm  water  with  soap  until  thoroughly  cleansed,  when 
he  is  clad  in  the  Prison  dress.     After  this,  he  is  examined  by  the  phy- 
sician and  warden,  and,  if  pronounced  well,  is  immediately  put  to  work. 
This  is  done  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  disease  among  the  prison* 
era." — Isaac  Clarke,  Warden. 

"In  Kentucky,  they  whitewash  the  rooms  three  or  four  times  a  year, 
scrub  the  rooms  very  frequently  in  dry,  warm  weather.  Soap  and 
towels  are  furnished  the  prisoners,  and  they  are  required  to  wash  every 
morning.  The  prisoners'  clothes  in  summer  are  linen ;  in  winter, 
woollen.  The  men  wash  themselves,  and  shave,  and  put  on  clean 
clothes,  every  Saturday  evening.  There  is  no  bath.  When  a  prisoner 
is  received,  he  is  washed,  shaved  and  dressed  in  the  Prison  dress,  and 
examined  as  to  his  health." — Joel  Scott,  Warden. 

"  In  Ohio,  the  rooms  are  whitewashed  once  in  three  or  four  months, 
and  scrubbed  once  a  month.  Soap  and  towels  are  furnished,  and  the 
prisoners  are  required  to  wash  as  soon  as  the  cell  is  unlocked  in  the 
morning,  and  before  they  retire  at  night.  The  summer  dress,  of  cotton 
and  linen,  is  washed  once  a  week ;  all  clean  on  Sabbath  morning. 
There  is  no  bath."— William  W.  Gault,  Warden. 

9.  Thorough  Ventilation  in  Prison. — Each  cell  in  the  reformed 
Prisons  has  a  permanent  ventilator.  We  know  of  no  departure  from 
this  principle,  except  in  one  instance,  in  regard  to  two  hundred  cells  ; 
and  this  is  so  great  an  evil,  that  we  hope  it  will  be  corrected,  without 
its  ever  being  known  to  the  world  that  it  exists.  If  it  shall  be  thus 
corrected,  we  shall  cheerfully  desist  from  ever  publishing  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  such  a  departure,  in  a  model  Prison,  from  one  of  the 
most  simple  and  important  principles  of  Prison  architecture.  With 
this  exception,  the  cells  of  reformed  Prisons  have  permanent  ventila- 
tors, extending  from  the  rear  of  the  cell  to  the  roof,  or  upper  loft.  They 
have  also  doors,  consisting  wholly,  or  in  part,  of  an  open  crate,  that 
the  pure  air  may  have  free  access  from  the  area,  while  the  impure  air 
escapes  through  the  ventilator  in  the  rear  of  the  cell.  And  the  area, 
from  which  the  air  is  admitted  into  the  cell,  is  ventilated  in  some  in- 
stances with  as  many  small  windows  as  there  are  cell  doors ;  and  in 
others,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  large  windows  and  skylights ;  so 
that,  on  the  whole,  there  are  few  sleeping  apartments  to  be  found  more 
thoroughly  ventilated  than  the  solitary  cells  in  the  reformed  ¥xvaro&. 
9  B% 
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10.  Improvement  of  Health  in  Prison.— The  mortality  in  cii 

and  bad  Prisons  was  not  surprising  at  from  six  to  ten  per  cent 
The  mortality  in  the  new  Prisons  varies  from  one  to  three  per  cent 
This  is  a  general  remark,  applicable  to  both  the  old  and  the  new 
Prisons,  when  no  extraordinary  or  epidemic  disease  prevails.  The 
general  health  of  the  new  Prisons  is  as  favorable  as  that  of  the  popok- 
tion  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Prison  ;  which  is,  perhaps,  as  much  as  could 
be  asked  or  expected  in  behalf  of  those  who  are  convicted  and  confined 
for  crime. 

'<  In  Maine,  there  has  been  but  one  death  in  the  State  Prison  daring 
the  last  year  ;  number  of  prisoners,  ninety-three ;  no  prevailing  sick- 
ness. The  average  number  who  lodge  in  the  hospital  is  aboot  *- 
twenty-three ;  some  of  these,,  however,  are  healihy  convicts,  who  are 
lodged  in  dormitories  connected  with  the  hospital,  because  the  number 
of  cells  is  insufficient  for  the  whole  number  of  prisoners.  A  prisoner  is 
nurse  in  the  hospital.  The  discipline  of  the  Prison  is  intended  to  pre- 
vent evil  communication  in  the  hospital,  and  it  generally  has  that 
erTect." — Joel  Miller,  Warden. 

"  In  New  Hampshire,  there  was  no  death  in  the  State  Prison  during 
the  last  year;  whole  number  of  prisoners,  eighty-five ;  average  number 
in  the  hospital,  about  two  for  the  last  two  years.  The  discipline  of  the 
Prison  does  extend  to  the  hospital.  A  prisoner  is  the  nurse." — Abnii 
P.  Stinson,  Warden. 

"  In  Vermont,  there  was  one  death,  last  year,  iu  the  State  Prison; 
whole  number  of  prisoners,  one  hundred  and  eight;  average  number  of 
sick  in  the  hospital  through  the  year,  not  more  than  two.  No  pre? tiling 
sickness.  Situated  as  the  hospital  is,  the  convicts  confined  in  the  hos- 
pital cannot  be  wholly  prevented  from  communicating  with  each  other. 
A  prisoner,  who  has  proved  faithful  and  obedient  since  confinement, 
has  been  selected  as  nurse  to  the  hospital.11 — John  H.  Cotton,  Warden. 

'*  In  Massachusetts,  there  were  five  deaths  in  the  State  Prison  during 
the  year  ending  March  31,  1833.  About  one  hundred  and  eighty  or 
ninety  convicts  were  attacked  more  or  less  severely  with  the  cholera, 
in  the  month  of  August ;  but,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence,  no  one 
of  them  died.  With  this  exception,  a  good  degree  of  health  prevailed 
in  the  Prison.  The  hospital  is  brought  under  the  discipline  of  the 
Prison,  as  far  as  it  can  be,  under  the  disadvantages  of  an  ill-constructed 
and  badly-located  apartment  which  is  used  for  a  hospital.  In  the 
absence  of  the  physician  and  the  officers,  the  hospital  is  under  the  care 
of  a  convict,  who  acts  as  nurse  of  that  department." — Charles  Lin- 
coln, Jun.,  Warden. 

"  In  Connecticut,  there  were  three  deaths  in  the  State  Prison  during 
the  last  year  ;  whole  number  of  prisoners,  one  hundred  and  eighty-six. 
No  prevailing  sickness.  Average  number  in  the  hospital,  three.  The 
discipline  of  the  Prison  does  not  extend  to  the  hospital  so  far  as  to  pre- 
vent evil  communication  among  the  convicts.    A  prisoner  is  nurse." 

«'  At  Auburn,  there  were  twelve  deaths  during  the  last  year ;  whole 
number  of  prisoners,  six  hundred  and  eighty-three.  No  prevailing 
sickness.  The  average  number  in  the  hospital  is  about  seven.  A 
trusty  convict  is  selected  for  nurse,  and  to  him  is  committed  the  charge 
of  the  hospital,  with  little  other  supervision,  except  at  night  and  on  the 
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Sabbath,  when  the  officer  on  duty  looks  in  every  half  hour.  Generally, 
they  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  find  a  convict  who  would  keep  good 
order  in  this  department ;  but  this  is  the  weak  point  in  the  discipline  of 
the  institution." — B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain. 

"  In  Maryland,  the  average  number  in  the  hospital,  confined  to  the 
bed,  is  about  eight ;  the  number  daily  prescribed  for,  about  twenty. 
Hospital  nurses,  of  whom  there  are  generally  two,  are  selected  from 
among  the  convicts.  The  cholera  prevailed  in  the  Prison  during  the 
last  year ;  a  particular  account  of  which,  and  of  the  deaths  in  conse- 
quence, is  contained  in  the  annual  report  of  the  directors." — James 
M'Evoy,  Clerk. 

"  In  Washington,  there  has  been  no  death  in  the  Penitentiary  in  two 
years  ;  whole  number  of  prisoners,  forty.  There  was,  during  the  last 
year,  a  single  case  of  the  cholera,  but  no  death.  There  have  been  but 
two  in  the  hospital  during  the  year.  A  keeper  has  charge  of  the 
hospital,  which  is  included  in  the  discipline  of  the  Prison,  and  no  con- 
versation or  communication  by  any  means  is  there  allowed." — Isaac 
Clarke,  Warden. 

"  In  Kentucky,  there  was  one  death  in  the  Penitentiary  last  year  ; 
whole  number  of  prisoners,  eighty-four.  There  was  no  cholera,  or  any 
prevailing  disease,  during  the  year.  The  number  in  the  hospital  would 
hardly  average  one  per  day.  The  hospital  is  attended  by  a  physician, 
and  nursed  by  a  convict,  closely  attended  by  a  keeper."— Joel  Scott, 
Warden. 

"  In  Ohio,  there  has  been  but  one  death  since  the  present  keeper 
has  had  charge  of  the  Prison,  and  that  of  consumption.  There  was  no 
cholera  in  the  Prison  during  the  last  year,  but  several  cases  of  cholera 
morbus.  No  epidemic  disease.  The  average'  number  in  the  hospital 
is  about  twenty." — William  W.  Gault,  Warden. 

11.  Upright  and  good  Officers  in  Prison. — We  bear  a  cheerful 
testimony  to  the  integrity,  authority,  mildness  and  humanity  of  a  large 
proportion  of  the  superintendents  of  our  State  Prisons.  We  have  looked 
over,  with  some  care,  a  list  of  our  acquaintance  among  them  ;  and  we 
find  but  two  or  three  who  do  not,  in  our  judgment,  sustain  a  high  and 
honorable  character  in  each  of  these  particulars.  This  is  the  more 
important,  because,  as  there  is  scarcely  any  situation  in  life,  where 
integrity,  for  instance,  is  more  necessary,  so  there  are  very  few  in 
which  the  materials  of  which  a  man  is  made  are  more  thoroughly  tried. 
If  he  can  be  made  to  do  it,  he  is  living  among  those  who  will  cause  him 
to  swerve  from  the  path  of  duty.  If  he  stands  firm,  he  is  an  object  of 
admiration.  In  this  situation,  if  in  any,  an  honest  man  is  a  noble  work 
of  God ;  and  we  should  recommend  to  no  man,  who  is  not  well  tried 
and  thoroughly  fortified,  to  expose  himself  in  this  service.  No  novice, 
no  weak  and  inoffensive  man,  no  doubtful  character,  is  qualified  to  be 
the  superintendent  of  a  State  Prison.  The  office  requires  high  and 
manly  qualifications :  experience,  patience,  honesty,  mildness  and  au- 
thority are  all  necessary  to  a  successful  discharge  of  its  duties.  The 
United  States  are  favored,  at  the  present  time,  with  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  gentlemen  of  this  character,  in  this  office.  So  far  as  it  is 
otherwise,  a  change  cannot  be  effected  too  soon;  the  public  good 
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scarcely  requires  more  imperiously  that  the  judges  on  the  bench  in  our 
.courts  of  justice  should  be  honest  men,  than  that  the  superintendents 
of  our  State  Prisons  should  possess  this  character.  It  is  matter  of  con- 
gratulation that  so  many  of  them  are  what  they  ought  to  be. 

The  subordinate  officers,  too,  in  these  institutions,  are  many  of  them 
respectable  men ;  neither  profane,  nor  intemperate,  nor  familiar  with 
the  convicts,  nor  fond  of  foolish  jesting  with  each  other ;  but  faithful  at 
their  posts  of  duty,  respectful  to  their  superior  officers  and  to  visitors ; 
feeling,  in  common  with  all  good  citizens,  a  sincere  gratification  in  the 
order,  industry,  cleanliness,  improving  character  of  the  institutions  un- 
der their  care.  In  this  respect,  the  change  effected  in  the  State  Prisons 
is  immense.  Profane,  intemperate  and  filthy  subordinate  officers,  who 
allowed  themselves  to  be  familiar  with  the  convicts,  and  sometimes  to 
be  concerned  with  them  in  mischief,  was  not  a  thing  to  be  met  with,  in 
solitary  cases  only,  a  few  years  ago ;  and  there  may  be  still  some  few 
of  the  Prisons  where  a  thorough  reform  in  this  respect  is  not  effected. 
But  the  improvement  in  the  character  of  the  subordinate  officers  is 
extensive  and  important ;  and  we  trust  the  time  is  not  distant,  when  a 
man  must  possess  an  established  character,  to  be  concerned  even  as  an 
under  keeper  in  keeping  his  fellow  men. 

12.  Favorable  pecuniary  Results  in  Prison. — Several  of  the 
reformed  Prisons  have  an  established  character  for  wise  and  cautious 
expenditure,  for  honest  and  productive  industry.     The  State  Prisons  at 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Frankfort, 
Ken.,  possess  this  character.     They  much  more  than  support  them- 
selves ;  i.  e.  they  not  only  pay  for  the  food,  clothing  and  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  prisoners,  but  for  the  salary  of  the  officers,  by  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  labor  of  the  convicts.     The  Prison  at  Charlestown,  Mass., 
has  done  the  same  the  last  year.     There  are  several  other  Prisons 
which  are  said  to  support  themselves  ;  but  it  is  generally  found,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  that  there  has  been  a  draught  upon  the  treasury  of 
the  state  to  enable  them  to  meet  their  current  expenses.     In  some  such 
cases,  we  have  found  very  different  results,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view,  between  the  exhibit  made  at  the  State  Prison,  and  the  exhibit 
made  at  the  office  of  the  state  treasury.     This  is  a  fact  dishonorable  to     ■ 
those  who  make  the  returns  from  such  State  Prison  to  the  legislature. 
The  case  has  occurred   more  than  once,  in  which  a  very  favorable 
report  has  been  made  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  legislature, 
concerning  the  Prison's  ability  to  support  itself,  and,  before  the  close  of 
the  session,  a  bill  or  resolve  has  been  brought  forward,  proposing  to  make     -m 
an  appropriation  of  several  thousand  dollars  to  the  State  Prison  for 
current  expenses.     Such  double-dealing,  in  officers  of  public  institu-    s 
tions,  is  unworthy  of  them,  and  casts  suspicion  over  their  whole  con-    a 
duct.     The  cases  of  this  kind,  however,  in  our  State  Prisons,  at  the    a 
present  time,  are  comparatively  few ;  while,  as  has  been  already  stated,    m 
a  number  have  an  established  character  for  supporting   themselves. 
The  best  evidence  on  this  subject  is  the  certificate  of  the  state's  treas* 
urer  that  no  money  has  been  paid  out  on  account  of  the  Prison,  but  so   e 
much  has  been  received  from  this  source.     It  is  not  less  satisfactory,    m 
when  extensive  improvement  «x*  made  at  the  Prison,  and  costly  ad*  ^ 
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litional  buildings  erected,  without  a  draught  upon  the  treasury  of  the 
state;  or  where  there  is  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  large  accumulation  of 
nanufactured  articles  or  of  raw  material,  without  any  increase  of  debt 
>r  draught  upon  the  state ;  provided  the  evidence  of  this  accumulation 
)f  stock,  or  improvements  in  the  buildings,  is  furnished  from  disinter** 
jsted  witnesses* 

"  In  Maine,  the  earnings  of  the  State  Prison  above  the  expenses, 
ast  year,  were  $  1617  64."— Joel  Miller,  Warden. 

"  In  New  Hampshire,  the  earnings  exceeded  the  expenses  for  the 
rear  ending  May  31, 1832,  about  $2000;  for  the  year  ending  May  31, 
1833,  93157  12."— Abner  P.  Stinson,  Warden. 

"  In  Vermont,  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  a  small  increase  over 
expenses  has  been  obtained,  and  another  year  the  other  way  about  as 
nuch." — John  H.  Cotton,  Warden, 

11  In  Massachusetts,  the  Prison  has  been,  and  probably  will  continue 
o  be,  subject  to  considerable  variations  in  its  business  operations.  It 
las  almost  always  been  a  tax  on  the  treasury  of  $5,000  to  912,000 
uinually.  During  the  last  two  years,  the  expenses  have  been  some- 
ihing  less  than  the  earnings.  And  so  long  as  business  is  good  in  the 
immunity  at  large,  the  Prison  will  nearly  or  quite  meet  all  its  ex- 
penses.1'—-Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden. 

"  In  Connecticut,  the  gain  the  last  year  was  about  82,000  according 
to  one  statement,  and  about  81,200  according  to  the  statement  of  a 
committee  of  the  legislature.1' 

"  At  Auburn,  the  earnings  exceed  the  expenses.  The  excess,  for 
the  last  four  years,  has  averaged  from  83000  to  84000  annually."— 
B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain. 

At  Sing-Sing,  the  expenses  have  exceeded  the  earnings  about 
$30,000  annually. 

"  On  Blackwell's  island,  a  correct  account  cannot  be  given,  as  the 
Prison  is  still  in  building." 

Mr.  Woodruff  thinks  the  Prison  will  support  itself  after  its  building 
operations  are  completed. 

"  In  Baltimore,  the  profits  of  the  last  year  were  about  sufficient  to 
defray  the  current  expenses.1' — James  M'Evoy,  Clerk. 

"  In  Washington  city,  the  earnings  last  year  defrayed  the  expenses 
)f  boarding,  clothing  and  medicine  for  the  prisoners." — Isaac  Clarke, 
Warden. 

"In  Kentucky,  the  profits  of  the  Penitentiary,  for  the  last  eight 
rears,  will  average  about  80,000  per  annum ;  one  half  of  which  goe3 
o  the  state,  and  one  half  to  the  keeper." 

44  In  Ohio,  the  Penitentiary  has  been  a  sinking  fund  of  810,000  per 
innum.  The  Prison,  however,  pays  all  the  expenses  of  conviction  and 
ransportation,  which  amounted  last  year  to  about  86,000.  Deducting 
his  sum,  and  what  was  paid  to  discharged  convicts,  the  Prison  sup* 
orted  itself  last  year." — William  W.  Gault,  Warden. 

13.  Favorable  moral  Results  in  Prison.— The  solitary  cell  has 
ed  to  reflection  and  remorse ;  silence  by  day  and  by  night  has  pre- 
rated  evil  communication  ;  the  Bible  has  enlightened  the  understand- 
Off.  quickened  the  conscience,  and  affected  the  b&*x\,\  Vto  twtaroX 
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chaplain  has  preached  Christ  and  him  crucified,  and  persna 
here  to  he  reconciled  to  God ;  the  Sabbath  school  teachers 
weekly  visits,  ha?e  done  much,  by  kindness,  and  sympathy,  ai 
to  remove  the  feeling  from  the  hearts  of  convicts  which  prevai 
awful  extent,  a  few  years  since,  that  society  was  at  war  with  • 
they  would  be  revenged ;  the  morning  and  evening  prayers  1 
those  who  were  disposed  to  do  it,  an  opportunity  to  commit  t 
to  the  Lord,  and  implore  his  divine  blessing  upon  their  own 
the  souls  of  their  fellow  prisoners ;  patient  industry  has  be 
barrier  to  temptation;  attention  to  cleanliness  has  removed  m 
rial  causes  of  vice  and  immorality ;  a  thorough  ventilation  hai 
prisoners  a  sweet  and  purifying  atmosphere;  improvement 
has  had  a  subduing  and  grateful  influence  upon  the  heart ;  uj 
good  officers  have  given  an  example  worthy  of  imitation; 
pecuniary  results  have  been  the  consequence  and  evidence,  n 
the  cause,  of  favorable  moral  changes.  So  that,  on  the  whole 
to  our  State  Prisons,  we  have  great  cause  lor  congratulation  a 
fulness. 

"  In  Maine,  there  have  been  three  or  four  cases  of  undoal 
mation,  and,  from  the  best  information  which  can  be  obtai 
twelve  to  twenty  cases  among  others  since  they  left  the  Prisoi 
Miller,  Warden. 

"  In  New  Hampshire,  there  are  a  few  cases  of  reformation  bi 
those  who  remain  in  Prison,  and  among  those  who  are  disch 
Abnxr  P.  Stinson,  Warden. 

*'  In  Vermont,  many  persons  discharged  from  the  Prison 
in  the  neighboring  towns,  and  conducting  with  propriety. w— 
Cotton,  Warden. 

"  In  Massachusetts,  since  the  occupation  of  the  solitary  cell 
establishment  of  the  present  discipline,  there  has  been  vei 
improvement  in  the  conduct  and  moral  character  of  the  inraa) 
State  Prison,  An  apparent  seriousness  is  manifest  among  m 
convicts,  and  good  attention  is  given,  by  nearly  or  quite  all  oi 
the  religious  and  moral  instruction  imparted  by  the  worth] 
and  the  Sabbath  school  teachers.  Of  the  great  number  d 
within  the  last  three  or  four  years,  it  is  believed  that  several 
come  thoroughly  reformed,  and  that  a  large  number  have  tui 
the  paths  of  vice  and  sin,  and  are  industrious  and  worth} 
Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden. 

"  At  Auburn,  many  who  have  been  convicts  in  the  Prisoi 
good  members  of  society.  Several  are  members  of  the  enure 
village  of  Auburn,  in  good  standing,  and  others  in  other  place 
confidence  is  had  in  the  radical  reformation  of  seventy-five  to 
dred  now  in  Prison." — B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain. 

"  On  Black  well's  island,  no  cases  of  reformation  in  which ; 
dence  can  be  placed." — J.  Ogdbn  Woodruff,  Warden. 

"  In  Baltimore,  no  means  are  used  to  obtain  information  i 
discharged  prisoners ;  no  estimate  can  therefore  be  made  of  tl 
tion  of  cases  of  reformation." — Jambs  M'Evoy,  Clerk. 

'<  In  Washington,  there  is  a  case  of  reformation,  which  all 
cause  for  rejoicing." — Isaac  Clarke,  Warden. 
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14.  Rbmotal  or  poor  Lunatics  from  Prison. — This  great  work  is 
agmning  to  be  accomplished.  In  Massachusetts,  the  hospital  intended 
w  their  reception  is  finished,  and  the  governor's  proclamation  has  been 
■nod  for  removing  the  lunatics  to  it  from  all  the  Prisons  and  Houses 
r  Correction  in  the  commonwealth ;  and  we  believe  the  work  has  been 
i  far  accomplished,  that  it  can  now  be  said  with  truth,  in  Massachu- 
jtts  there  is  no  poor  lunatic  in  Prison ;  a  saying  which  we  should 
ijoiee  to  utter,  if  it  could  be  done  with  truth,  concerning  every  state 
i  the  Union ;  because,  in  the  range  of  our  observation,  we  have  met 
fch  nothing  which  has  appealed  to  our  sympathies  like  the  poor  luna- 
qi  in  Prison.  But  Massachusetts  is  the  only  state  where  the  work  is 
Momplished.  New  Hampshire,  however,  is  moving  on  the  subject.  The 
gulatare  requested  the  governor,  more  than  a  year  since,  to  obtain 
minis  from  every  town  in  the  state  concerning  the  number  and  cen- 
ftion  of  this  class  of  persons.  In  the  Sixth  Report  of  the  Prison  Disci- 
fine  Society,  it  was  stated  that  the  number  of  lunatics  in  New  Hamp- 
lire  probably  exceeded  two  hundred.  In  the  returns  made  to  the 
nvernor,  information  was  communicated  concerning  two  hundred  and 
to;  and  a  committee  of  one  from  each  county,  raised  in  the  legislature, 
a  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates  to  this  subject,  state  in 
wir  report,  that  cases  were  known  to  them  individually,  not  included 
i  these  returns.  They  also  state,  that  the  condition  of  those  from 
rhom  returns  have  been  received  is  such  as  to  call  for  immediate  legis* 
Hive  interposition.  One  deranged  female  had  been  confined  in  a 
tison  without  a  fire,  till  her  feet  were  so  frozen  as  to  require  amputa- 
ion,  which  was  done ;  and,  being  thus  mutilated,  she  was  restored  to  her 
rlends.  Another  was  confined  in  a  contracted  upper  apartment,  where 
he  could  not  stand  up,  and,  in  consequence  of  long  confinement  in  such 
.  place,  grew  double,  and  now  walks  on  her  hands  and  feet  And  an- 
taer  individual,  known  to  some  members  of  the  committee,  a  few  years 
bee,  as  in  easy  and  pleasant  circumstances,  having  become  deranged,  is 
»w  confined  and  fed  in  a  kennel  like  a  beast.  These,  the  committee 
dmit,  are  extreme  cases ;  but  the  returns,  taken  together,  they  say,  pre- 
ent  a  mass  of  extreme  and  unmitigated  suffering ;  and  they  accord- 
igly  recommend  an  immediate  appropriation  by  the  legislature  for  the 
orpose  of  building  a  hospital  for  this  class  of  persons. 

In  the  state  of  New  York,  which  is  never  backward  in  noble  enter- 
rise,  the  subject  has  already  received  some  attention,  and  we  have 
eason  to  believe,  on  the  highest  authority,  that  it  will  be  prosecuted 
rith  vigor  in  the  year  to  come. 

In  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  all  that  has  been  said  or  done  on  this  sub- 
let (so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends)  is  contained  in  the  following  mod- 
it  and  significant  appeal  by  a  committee  of  the  legislature  on  the  State 
Prison,  contained  in  their  report :  "  They  hope  they  will,  not  be  depart- 
ngfrom  the  duty  assigned  to  them,  in  catting  the  attention  of  the  legis- 
Ttwrt  to  nine  insane  persons  now  confined  in  the  State  Prison."  "  They 
S»  most  sincerely  submit,  whether  these  unhappy  beings  are  not  more  the 
ijfeets  of  pity  than  of  punishment,  and  whether  the  dictates  of humanity, 
fwett  as  of  law  and  justice,  do  not  demand  that  some  other  disposition, 
nmdd  be  made  of  them." 

The  above-named  are  the  only  states,  within  our  knowledge,  where 
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the  condition  of  poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics  has  attracted  any  special 
attention ;  and  in  only  one  of  these  has  any  thing  been  done  effectually 
to  remove  the  evil. 

The  subject  is  one  of  great  moment,  if  we  consider  the  number 
of  this  class  of  persons  in  our  country,  and  the  proportion  of  them 
who  are  probably  confined  in  Prisons.  We  estimate  the  number  of 
lunatics  as  one  to  one  thousand  of  the  whole  population,  or  the  whole 
number  of  lunatics  in  the  United  States  at  twelve  thousand.  We  esti- 
mate the  proportion  of  this  class  of  persons  in  Prisons,  Houses  of  Cor- 
rection and  Aims-Houses,  at  one  fifth  part  of  the  whole  number,  or 
twenty-four  hundred.  And  if  as  much  unmitigated  suffering  can  be 
found  among  any  equal  number  of  persons  in  this  country,  we  are  led 
into  an  error  in  judgment,  in  consequence  of  not  having  seen  such 
cases  of  suffering  as  the  country  affords ;  and  we  acknowledge  that  we 
have  not  nerve  enough  to  desire  to  see  them.  The  condition  of  poor 
lunatics  in  Prison  is  enough  for  us. 

"  In  Maine,  there  is  one  idiot  or  lunatic  in  the  State  Prison." — Joel 
Miller,  Warden. 

"  In  New  Hampshire,  there  is  no  lunatic  in  the  State  Prison/'— 
Abner  P.  Stinson,  Warden. 

In  Vermont,  we  are  not  informed  whether  there  is  or  is  not  a  lunatic 
in  the  State  Prison. 

*'  In  Massachusetts,  there  is  one  idiot,  imbecile  or  deranged  man,  is 
the  State  Prison." — Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden. 

*'  In  Connecticut,  there  is  one  lunatic  in  the  State  Prison." 

"  In  Auburn,  there  is  no  lunatic  in  Prison.  None  of  this  class  are 
committed  to  that  Prison." — B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain. 

"In  Washington  city,  there  is  no  lunatic  in  the  Penitentiary."— 
Isaac  Clarke,  Warden. 

"In  Kentucky,  there  is  no  lunatic  in  the  Penitentiary."— Joel 
Scott,  Warden. 

"  In  Ohio,  there  are  three  or  four  lunatics  in  the  Penitentiary."— 
William  W.  Gault,  Warden. 

15.  Imprisonment  for  Debt. — We  have  taken  some  pains  to  under- 
stand this  subject;  and  have  found,  as  exhibited  in  the  three  last 
Reports  of  the  Society,  the  following  to  be  the  state  of  the  case  nearly  :— 
The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  has  been,  in  several 
Prisons,  about  five  times  as  great  as  the  number  imprisoned  for  crime. 
About  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  are  imprisoned  for  less  than 
twenty  dollars ;  about  the  same  proportion  on  mesne  process,  i.  e.  with- 
out judge,  jury  or  witness,  at  the  will  of  the  creditor.  The  process,  as 
a  means  of  collecting  money,  is  exceedingly  unproductive,  as  shown  by 
the  records  of  the  Prisons,  and  by  the  acknowledgment  of  creditors  who 
have  tried  it;  not  so  much  so,  however,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
attorney,  who  has  a  claim  for  his  services  upon  both  creditor  and  debtor. 
The  time  lost  in  Prison  is  very  great.  Many  families  are  separated  and 
finally  broken  up  by  this  process.  The  parties  on  both  sides,  creditor 
and  debtor,  are  generally  degraded ;  and  the  attorneys  who  do  most  of 
the  business,  have  not  an  honorable  standing  in  their  profession.  The 
debts,  particularly  in  the  large   cities,  are,   a  multitude  of  theft 
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onlracted  10  taverns,  grog-shops  and  sailor  boarding-houses,  for  rum ; 
n  which  case  the  creditor  deserves  the  severest  punishment.  The  law 
>f  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  now  practised,  hangs  with  the  weight  of  a 
nill-stone  upon  the  public  morals ;  few  men  ever  being  able  to  rise 
rom  the  degradation  of  imprisonment  The  power  of  incarcerating 
he  body  is  put  into  the  hands  of  persons,  to  be  used  at  their  discretion, 
irho  are,  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  totally  unfit  to  exercise  so  great  a 
ower ;  i.  e.  power  to  take  away  personal  liberty  at  pleasure.  There 
re  other  remedies,  besides  imprisonment,  for  debt,  which  have  been 
ried  for  years,  and  proved  on  trial  to  be  better,  according  to  the  testi- 
aony  of  those  who  were  adverse  to  the  experiment  when  it  was  first 
aade.  In  almost  all  the  states,  females  are  exempt  from  imprisonment 
or  debt,  and  neither  lose  character  nor  credit  by  the  exemption.  Public 
entiment,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  an  expression  of  it, 
rom  an  extensive  correspondence,  and  a  more  general  conversation,  is, 
line  tenths  of  it,  opposed  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  at  present  prac- 
ised  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania, 
vhere  the  legislation  is  behind  that  of  all  the  other  states  on  this  sub- 
ect  The  lawyers  and  rum-dealers,  with  some  honorable  exceptions 
imong  the  lawyers,  are,  nine  tenths  of  them,  opposed  to  any  modifica- 
ion  of  the  laws  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt.  In  the  senate  of 
Massachusetts,  nine  lawyers  out  of  thirty-six  members,  which  was  the 
vhole  number  of  lawyers  in  that  body,  at  the  time,  except  three  or  four, 
lisputed  every  inch  of  ground  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  passage 
>f  the  small  law  exempting  females  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
others  for  less  than  ten  dollars.  Hence  it  is  obvious  why  these  laws 
lave  not  been  sooner  modified. 

In  confirmation  of  many  things  above  stated,  and  in  addition  to  a 
arge  mass  of  similar  information  contained  in  the  three  last  Reports  of 
he  Society,  we  give  a  single  specimen  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  one 
Prison  in  the  United  States,  during  the  years  1832  and  1833,  withhold- 
ng  the  name  of  the  place,  as  the  object  is  not  offence,  but  illustration. 
This  statement  is  made  from  minutes  taken  from  the  records  of  the 
'rison,  and  from  the  conversation  of  the  keeper,  on  the  25th  of  Febru- 
iry,  1833  :— 

1.  Alexander  Mayne  vs.  William  B.  Kelly.  Execution.  Debt,  38 
ants;  costs,  $1  37;  mileage,  12  cents;  total,  $1  87.  Newman,  con- 
table.  Committed  December  24,  1832;  discharged  December  31, 
832. — *  Debt  paid  by  a  gentleman  who  came  in  here/  said  the  jailer, 
and  paid  the  money,  and  let  him  out'  The  jailer  added, '  Kelly  said 
he  magistrate  was  drunk,  and  the  creditor  was  drunk,  and  he  was 
trunk.     That  is  all  I  know  about  it,'  said  the  jailer. 

2.  John  Engles  vs.  Andreto  3PCaUy.  Execution.  Justice  Black. 
)ebt,  18  cents;  costs,  $2  02;  total,  $2  20.  January  14,  1833.  Dis- 
harged  the  same  day  by  paying  debt  and  costs.  Engles  came  up  and 
;ot  the  money. — '  It  was  a  case  of  spite,'  said  the  jailer. 

3.  John  Groul  vs.  Thomas  Barker.  Execution.  Alderman  Walker. 
)ebt,  93  cents ;  costs,  $1  62 ;  total,  $2  55.  Mintzer,  constable.  Com- 
nitted  February  25,  1833.  Not  discharged  February  25,  1833.— The 
;eeper  says,  4  The  creditor  came  to  see  Barker  this  morning.  He  had 
i  bottle  of  rum  in  his  pocket    He  was  staggering  about ;  what  you  may 
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call/  said  the  keeper,  *  pretty  well  charged.'  This  was  before  half  past 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  jailer  found  the  rum  in  Groul's  pocket, 
by  feeling  of  his  pockets  for  it ;  and  told  him  if  he  could  do  auy  thing 
for  his  debtor,  he  might  see  him ;  otherwise  he  must  clear  out  of  the 
office.  And  what  did  Groul  say  to  this?  'He  fidgeted  a  little; 
but  was  not  much  wroth  when  I  took  the  rum  away  from  him.  He 
asked  me,'  said  the  jailer,  '  when  he  should  call  for  it  I  told  him  he 
should  not  have  it  at  all.  Groul  lives  in  F.  above  C.  street,  on  the  left 
hand  going  up,'  said  the  jailer,  *  and  keeps  a  little  grog-shop,  in  a  little 
dirty  hole.' 

4.  Jacob  Zeiscr  vs.  Samuel  Ralston.  Execution.  Justice  Corfield. 
Debt,  $1  44;  costs,  $  1  8L  Paid  on  the  debt,  $1  00.  Total  amount 
due,  $2  25.  Smith,  constable.  Committed  February  20,  1833.  Not 
discharged  February  25,  1833. — '  Ralston  is  a  poor  young  man/  said 
the  jailer, '  and  had  a  fit  on  Thursday  evening.'  The  keeper  presented 
the  little  black  earthen  jug,  containing,  he  said,  a  full  pint  of  whisker, 
which  his  mother,  a  poor  woman,  brought  for  him  this  morning.  His 
mother  is  a  widow.  Ralston  is  a  well-looking,  strong  young  man,  a 
weaver  by  trade.  Says  weaving  is  good  for  nothing  now ;  he  there- 
fore works  on  the  wharf.  He  cannot  well  leave  off  liquor,  it  makes  his 
hand  tremble  so.  His  mother  lives  at  the  corner  of  P.  and  N.  M. 
streets.  The  woman  who  put  him  in,  lives  just  below  his  mother.  The 
keeper  would  not  give  him  the  whiskey  which  his  mother  brought  him, 
but  has  fed  him  with  his  own,  by  little  and  little,  and  keeps  him  along 
by  tempering  him. 

5.  John  B.  vs.  WiUiam  Grear.  Execution.  Alderman  Crease. 
Debt,  $475;  costs,  §16^;  total,  $6  44.  Donhower,  constable.  Com- 
mitted February  21,  1833.  Not  discharged  February  25,  1833.  4It 
would  be  an  act  of  charity,'  said  the  jailer,  '  to  take  this  man  out.  He 
is  old  and  sick,'  said  the  jailer.  '  He  had  a  poor  turn  last  night  This 
morning,  I  have  given  him  some  coffee  and  a  warm  breakfast,  and  he 
seems  better.  I  did  not  know  that  he  was  sick.  He  said  nothing  about  it, 
or  I  should  have  done  something  for  him  before.'  While  we  were  sitting 
in  the  office,  his  wife  came  in,  accompanied  by  a  very  respectable  little 
girl.  They  went  into  the  Prison  to  see  the  husband ;  and  when  they 
came  out,  I  inquired  of  the  wife  what  the  debt  was  for.  She  said  it 
was  for  rent ;  and  the  reason  it  was  not  paid,  her  husband  had  been 
sick  eleven  weeks,  and  had  just  begun  to  get  about  again,  when  he 
was  taken  up  and  put  in  jail  for  this  debt.  The  quarter  was  not  out; 
the  rent  was  six  dollars  a  quarter,  and  they  had  paid  one  dollar  of  it 
Her  husband  was  a  weaver  ;  was  not  an  intemperate  man  ;  was  never 
drunk;  can  get  a  good  character  from  the  neighbors.  I  asked  her 
how  she  got  along,  now  her  husband  was  away.  She  said  her  neigh- 
bors were  very  kind  to  her ;  that  the  girl's  mother,  who  was  with  her, 
had  been  very  kind,  and  she  did  a  little  spooling  herself.  I  asked  the 
girl,  if  she  ever  saw  this  woman  or  her  husband  drunk.  She  said, 
'  Never.'  She  said,  the  man  was  a  clever  man,  and  would  work  when  he 
could  ;  but  he  had  been  sick,  and  was  just  getting  well  again,  when  he 
was  put  in  jail.  Here  the  jailer  said,  it  would  be  a  case  of  real  charitj 
to  let  this  man  out,  if  it  was  not  for  letting  the  creditor  have  the  money, 
who  mast  be  a  hard-hearted  man,  at  any  rate,  to  put  such  4  man  in- 
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He  would  let  him  out  on  Saturday,  under  the  bread  act,  if  his  board  was 
not  paid.  He  could  not  be  comfortable  where  he  was,  as  he  had  no  bed. 
I  asfeed  the  woman,  if  they  had  no  bed  at  home.  *  Yes,'  she  said ; 
*  they  had  a  bed ;  this  the  law  cannot  take  away.' 

6.  William  Barr  vs.  Solomon  Scott.  Execution.  Justice  Long- 
head. Debt,  50  cents;  costs,  $1  50;  total,  $2  00.  Hoffhire,  consta- 
ble. Committed  December  13,  1832.  Discharged  by  the  thirty  days' 
act,  January  12,  1833.  A  colored  man.  Thirty  days'  imprisonment 
for  50  cents ! 

7.  William  King  vs.  John  Burner.  Debt,  50  cents  ;  costs,  $2  16; 
execution,  62  cents ;  alias,  62  cents ;  let.?  6  cents ;  total,  $3  97.  Wat- 
son, constable.  Discharged  by  Justice  Bileau,  November  19,  1832, 
the  same  day  as  when  committed. 

8.  Jeremiah  Smith  vs.  Thomas  Woodward.  Execution.  Justice 
Norton.  Debt,  50  cents;  costs,  $1  02:  total,  $2  12.  Committed 
November  17,  1832.  Discharged  by  Justice  Norton,  November  17, 
1832. 

80  cases  in  the  quarter  ending  February  1,  1833,  for  debts  under 

85  00 ;  or  at  the  rate  of 
320  cases  a  year,  for  debts  under  $5  00. 
140  cases  in  the  quarter  ending  February  1,  1833,  for  debt3  under 

910  00;  or  at  the  rate  of 
560  cases  a  year,  for  debts  under  910  00. 
280  cases  in  the  quarter  ending  February  1,  1833,  for  all  debts;  or 

at  the  rate  of 
1120  cases  a  year,  of  imprisonment  for  debts. 

On  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  we  only  add  a  single  letter, 
to  show  a  better  remedy. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Wickliff,  dated  Washington  City,  June  17, 1832. 

"  Your  letter  requesting  ray  opinion  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  law  of 
Kentucky  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  was  har.ded  mo  by  Mr.  Everett.  I 
regret  that  other  engagements  have  heretofore  prevented  me  from  answering 
your  inquiries,  and  the  same  causes  will  not  permit  me  now  to  give  you  an  answer 
satisfactory  to  myself. 

"  If  I  had  leisure  to  turn  to  the  various  laws  which  have  existed  in  Kentucky, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  this  subject,  and  the  law  as  it  now  exists,  and  then  accom- 
pany this  historical  sketch  by  a  reference  to  a  few  of  the  court  dockets  and  Prison 
records  of  the  state,  I  would  not  despair  of  convincing  any  man,  however  skep- 
tical, that  the  creditor  has  gained  much  in  Kentucky  by  the  abolition  of  impris- 
onment for  debt,  and  that  the  morals  of  the  country,  and  the  personal  credit  of  the 
trading  community  of  all  denominations,  have  been  improved.  There  nre  fewer 
insolvencies  and  fewer  suits,  and  more  promptitude  in  the  payment  of  judgment 
debts. 

"  When  Kentucky  repealed  the  law  which  authorized  the  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment of  the  person  for  debt,  we  enacted  a  substitute,  which  has  answered  a  better 
purpose,  both  for  the  creditor,  the  debtor  and  the  community.  This  remedy  is 
what  is  termed  in  Kentucky  a  chancery  attachment  upon  a  firri  facias.  Having 
been  returned,  no  property  found,  the  creditor  is  authorized  to  file  his  bill  in 
chancery  against  the  debtor  and  all  others  whom  he  may  suspect  as  having  goods, 
lands  or  other  estate  in  their  care,  custody  or  keeping,  or  in  trust,  or  who  may  owe 
the  debtor,  and  subject  the  same  to  the  payment  of  the  judgment.  The  efficacy  of 
this  remedy  prevents,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the  evil  of  fraudulent  family  trans- 
fers, which  were  too  frequently  made  by  the  debtor  under  the  ca.  sa.  system.  I 
a  member  of  the  legislature,  and  opposed  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for 
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debt.  1  had,  perhaps,  too  strongly  imbibed  the  prejudices,,  bat  to©  onmmon  in  t 
young  lawyer,  for  the  remedies  furnished  by  the  common  law  of  England.  Upoa 
lull  investigation,  and  a  thorough  professional  knowledge  of  the  operation  of  toe 
present  system  in  Kentucky,  I  have  long  since  been  convinced  of  my  error.  The 
people  of  no  state,  after  having  tried  the  system  now  in  force  in  Kentucky,  u  a 
substitute  lor  the  remedy  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  would  revive  that  odious 
excrescence  upon  the  common  law  of  England,  imprisonment  for  debt. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WICKLIFF." 

16.  Causes  of  Crime. — Neglect  of  family  government,  disobedience 
to  parents,  Sabbath  breaking,  military  trainings,  intemperance,  thea- 
tres, lotteries,  abuse  of  the  colored  people,  bad  Poor-Houses,  bad  Pris- 
ons, and  imprisonment  for  debt. 

An  opinion  has  existed  extensively, — and  whether  it  is  becoming  more 
or  less  frequent  we  cannot  tell, — that  the  rod  may  be  dispensed  with  in 
the  government  of  children.  Now,  we  wish  to  say  to  ail  parents,  that 
we  Team  no  such  thing  from  the  history  of  crime.  On  the  contrary, 
we  find  Prisons  tenanted  with  those  who  were  not  resolutely  and  thor- 
oughly corrected  in  childhood ;  and  if  there  is  any  one  truth  deeply 
impressed  upon  our  minds  by  a  laborious  examination  of  many  persons 
who  have  fallen  in  crime,  it  is  this :  "  He  that  spareth  his  rod  hatetk 
his  son :  but  he  that  loveth  him  chasteneth  him  betimes.19     Prov.  xiii.  24. 

It  is,  also,  a  very  common  thing  for  children  to  disobey  their  parents, 
and  think  nothing  of  it.  We  have  found  many  in  the  State  Prison  who 
thought  so  too,  when  they  were  young ;  but  how  often  we  have  heard 
them  say,  ''We  should  never  have  been  here,  if  we  had  done  as  ear 
father  and  mother  told  us !"  It  has  sometimes  been  customary  to  trace 
almost  all  crime  to  intemperance  as  a  cause ;  but  from  what  examina- 
tion we  have  been  able  to  make  of  the  history  of  crime,  we  think  diso- 
bedience to  parents,  in  almost  all  cases,  precedes  intemperance,  and 
results  in  it  and  in  higher  crimes. 

It  is  esteemed  too,  by  many,  a  very  light  thing  to  wander  about  the 
fields  on  the  Sabbath,  to  ride  and  walk  for  pleasure,  and  to  neglect  the 
house  of  God.  We  wish  it  to  be  known  to  all  such,  that  the  Prisons  are 
fined  with  those  who  did  not  remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy, 
and  many  of  them  can,  and  do,  distinctly  trace  their  progress  in  crime, 
from  their  father's  house  to  the  State  Prison,  through  broken  Sabbaths. 

There  is  a  custom  in  society  of  gathering  people  together  several 
times  a  year,  to  the  neglect  of  all  useful  labor,  to  shoulder  their  muskets, 
and  carry  their  knapsacks,  and  put  on  their  uniform  dress,  and  march 
the  streets  to  the  music  of  the  drum  and  fife  ;  and  in  consequence  of 
such  military  trainings,  hundreds  and  thousands  of  yonng  people  collect 
and  mingle  in  the  same  mass  with  vagabonds  and  drunkards,  and  drink, 
and  carouse,  and  get  drunk,  and  fight ;  and  the  cases  are  not  a  few, 
within  our  knowledge,  in  which  the  Prisons  have  come  in  for  a  large 
share  of  the  spoil  on  these*  important  occasions.  It  is  delightful,  there- 
fore, to  see  that  public  opinion,  in  all  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  is 
demanding  a  great  curtailment  in  frequency  and  parade  of  military 
trainings.  Let  this  noble  march  of  public  opinion  go  on,  and  one  of 
the  causes  of  crime  will  be  diminished,  and  the  harvest  season  for 
Prisons  will  not  be  about  the  time  ef  military  trainings. 


29  EIGHTH   REPORT — 1833.  109 

Intemperance  is  correctly  set  down  by  the  friends  of  temperance  as 
die  immediate  exciting  cause  of  about  three  fourths  of  all  the  crime  in 
the  land.  This  acknowledgment  makes  the  evil  of  intemperance  great 
enough ;  and  the  guilt  of  tavern  keepers  and  grocers,  who  put  the  bot- 
tle to  their  neighbor's  mouth,  great  enough ;  and  the  guilt  of  distillers 
still  greater.  % 

Theatres  in  the  large  cities  are  proved,  by  the  history  of  many  boys 
in  the  Houses  of  Refuge,  to  be  the  alluring  places  which  they  began  to 
steal  money  to  frequent. 

Lotteries,  especially  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  are 
an  immense  and  incalculable  evil ;  producing,  among  a  multitude  of 
people,  the  habit  of  depending  upon  a  game  of  chance  for  daily  bread : 
and,  when  this  miserable  dependence  fails,  reducing  them  to  a  sort  of 
necessity  of  stealing  for  subsistence.  We  have  satisfactory  evidence 
that  lotteries  have  had  a  most  debasing  and  ruinous  influence  upon  the 
colored  people  in  the  city  of  New  York  ;  and  the  Prisons  are  supplied 
with  about  one  third  of  all  their  inmates,  in  that  city,  from  this  class 
of  persons.  It  is,  therefore,  matter  of  grateful  acknowledgment  to 
a  merciful  and  overruling  Providence,  that  there  is  a  simultaneous 
movement  throughout  the  land,  as  appears  by  the  messages* of  the  gov- 
ernors of  nearly  all  the  states  in  the  Union,  during  the  present  year,  and 
the  corresponding  action  of  legislative  bodies,  to  destroy  this  fruitful 
cause  of  crime. 

The  colored  people,  who  suffer  from  lotteries,  and  are  thus  reduced 
to  want  and  crime,  suffer  also  from  neglect  of  education,  from  contempt, 
and  a  thousand  other  wicked  abuses ;  so  that  they  furnish  a  very  large 
proportion  of  all  the  convicts.  In  the  Charlestown  Prison,  Mass., 
about  one  sixth  part  of  the  convicts ;  in  the  Wethersfield  Prison,  Conn., 
more  than  one  fifth;  in  the  Prison  on  Blackwell's  island,  about  one 
third;  and  in  the  female  department  of  the  Baltimore  Prison,  in  March 
last,  more  than  fifty  out  of  fifty-four  females,  were  colored.  In  the 
Southern  States,  generally,  the  public  Prisons  are  made  to  bear  very 
heavily  upon  the  free  negroes.  But  there  is  a  redeeming  spirit  abroad 
in  the  land,  in  behalf  of  the  colored  people,  seen  among  themselves, 
and  in  a  thousand  forms  among  the  white  people,  showing  that  their 
redemption  draweth  nigh.  The  Prisons  shall  not  long  groan  as  they 
have  done,  in  consequence  of  their  oppression.  He  "  who  was  anointed 
to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captive"  will  do  it. 

Bad  Poor-Houses  and  bad  Prisons  are  perfect  nurseries  of  crime ; 
and  imprisonment  for  debt  commits  thousands,  for  a  mere  trifle,  to  bad 
Prisons. 

17.  Recommittals. — Notwithstanding  the  various  causes  of  crime, 
so  much  attention  has  been  given  to  this  department  of  benevolence, 
within  a  few  years,  that  the  recommittals  are  greatly  diminished,  and 
the  progress  in  crime  appears  to  be  considerably  checked.  The  pro- 
portion of  recommittals,  a  few  years  ago,  was,  in  many  Prisons,  one  in 
two,  one  in  three,  and  one  in  four ;  while  in  the  reformed  Prisons,  it  is 
one  in  ten,  one  in  fifteen,  and  one  in  twenty.  And,  taking  the  country 
at  large,  crime  not  only  does  not  increase  as  fast  as  the  ^a^atas&sfe* 
but  there  does  not  appear  from  the  records  of  the  ctuauuX  w&tfe  «sA 
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Prisons,  to  be  any  positive  increase  of  crime.  Some  of  the  principal 
Prisons  in  the  country  have  fewer  inmates  than  they  had  years  ago. 
The  Prisons  supplied  from  the  city  of  New  York  form  the  principal 
exception  to  this  general  remark,  which  is  probably  to  be  attributed,  in 
a  considerable  degree,  to  the  great  immigration  of  foreigners ;  while 
the  Prisons  of  Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  the  Western  District  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Kentucky,  not  only  indicate  do 
alarming  increase  of  crime,  but  appear  to  indicate  that  the  friends  of 
virtue  are  getting  a  victory  over  the  friends  of  vice  and  crime. 

In  Maine,  where  solitary  confinement,  at  least  by  night,  has  been  the 
system  from  the  first,  the  whole  number  of  convicts  committed  since 
July  2,  1824,  when  the  first  were  received,  is  four  hundred  and  forty- 
six,  and  the  whole  number  of  recommittals  forty-four,  i.  e.  a  little  less 
than  one  tenth.  Six,  or  a  fraction  over,  is  the  average  number  recom- 
mitted each  year ;  five  only  have  been  recommitted  the  last  year. 

In  New  Hampshire,  where  the  solitary  cells  are  occupied,  for  the 
first  time,  in  June,  1833,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  is  eighty- 
three  ;  of  whom  sixteen  have  been  in  that  Prison  before,  and  ten  in 
other  Prisons ;  i.  e.  more  than  one  fourth  part  have  either  been  in  that 
or  other  Prisons. 

In  Vermont,  where  the  solitary  cells  have  been  occupied  about  one 
year  and  a  half,  giving  hardly  time  to  prove  the  effect  of  the  system,  of 
thirty-two  committed  last  year,  five  were  on  a  second  3entence,  I  e. 
about  one  sixth  ;  but  it  is  not  stated  whether  any  one  of  these  had  been 
in  the  Prison  since  the  new  system  was  introduced. 

In  Massachusetts,  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  now  in  Prison, 
including  a  number  who  have  been  in  Prison  a  long  time,  sixty-seven 
are  recommittals ;  i.  e.  more  than  one  in  four :  of  one  hundred  and 
nine  committed  during  the  last  year,  sixteen  were  recommittals;  Le. 
about  one  in  seven :  of  ninety-seven  discharged  previous  to  January, 
1833,  who  had  had  the  full  benefit  of  the  new  system,  only  two  had 
been  recommitted  in  January  last ;  i.  e.  one  in  forty-six. 

In  Connecticut,  where  the  number  received  annually  may  be  stated 
as  varying  from  forty-five  to  sixty,  the  number  recommitted  last  year 
was  three ;  i.  e.  a  proportion  not  exceeding  one  to  fifteen. 

At  Auburn,  the  whole  number  received  last  year  was  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  besides  sixty  transferred  from  the  Prison  at  Sing-Sing. 
Of  these,  seven  were  recommittals ;  L  e.  one  to  eighteen  nearly,  not 
including  those  transferred  from  Sing-Sing.  Of  six  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  the  whole  number  now  in  Prison,  fifty  are  recommittals; 
i.  e.  about  one  to  fourteen. 

In  Baltimore,  where  the  solitary  system  has  been  but  recently  intro- 
duced (about  two  years  and  a  half),  the  whole  number  in  Prison  » 
three  hundred  and  sixty-two,  of  whom  forty-four  are  recommittals ;  i.  e. 
about  one  to  eight. 

In  Washington  city,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  is  forty,  and  the 
recommittals  two ;  i.  e.  one  to  twenty. 

18.  Effort  for  Convicts  on  their  Discharge. — There  has  lonf 
been  a  disposition  manifest  to  do  something  for  convicts  on  their  dis- 
charge, that  they  may  not  be  discouraged.    This  deposition  is  inciea* 


II  EIGHTH   RBPOftT — 1833.  Ill 

ng ;  and  it  manifests  itself,  in  several  states,  in  furnishing  convicts,  on 
heir  discharge,  with  a  new  suit  of  clothes  and  a  little  money,  that  they 
nay  not  be  in  immediate  want  There  are,  also,  persons  found,  who 
ire  willing  to  employ,  countenance  and  encourage  the  well-disposed 
jnong  them.  For  years  past,  we  have  done  something  to  help  those 
n  whom  we  had  confidence,  to  regain  their  character ;  and  in  no  part 
f  our  labor  have  we  had  a  more  abundant  reward. 

'*  In  Maine,  when  convicts  are  discharged  from  the  State  Prison, 
hey  are  supplied  with  got  less  thanHwo,  nor  more  than  five  dollars  each, 
nd  a  new  suit  of  clothes.  Nothing  is  done  to  furnish  them  employ- 
lent  after  their  discharge." — Joel  Miller,  Warden, 

"  In  New  Hampshire,  they  are  furnished  with  money  and  a  new  suit 
f  clothes  on  their  discharge ;  but  nothing  has  been  done  to  furnish 
hem  employment.,, — Abner  P.  Stinson,  Warden. 

'*  In  Vermont,  the  generality  of  the  prisoners  earn,  by  extra  industry, 
.  sufficiency  to  clothe  themselves  decently  when  discharged ;  and  those 
bat  do  not,  are  not  sent  away  without  comfortable  apparel  and  a  small 
um  of  money." — John  H.  Cotton,  Warden. 

"  In  Massachusetts,  the  prisoner  is  furnished,  on  his  discharge,  with 
.  decent  new  suit  of  clothes  and  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  five 
ollars ;  all  of  which  is  at  the  expense  of  the  Prison.  Employment  has 
teen  obtained  for  them  in  many  cases ;  but  generally  they  do  not  re- 
pest  any  assistance  in  that  way." — Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden. 

"  In  Connecticut,  they  are  furnished  with  a  small  sum  of  money  and 
i  new  suit  of  clothes ;  but  nothing  has  been  done  to  furnish  them  em- 
ployment." 

44  On  BlackweU's  island,  they  have  never  been  furnished  with  clothes, 
money  or  employment,  on  being  discharged." — J.  Ogden  Woodruff, 
Warden. 

"  At  Auburn,  the  state  allows  an  average  of  three  dollars  in  money 
to  each  convict,  at  the  time  of  his  discharge,  to  defray  his  expenses  till 
he  can  find  employment  It  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  agent  to  give 
some  more,  and  some  less,  according  as  they  need.  They  are  also 
furnished  with  a  decent  suit  of  clothes  from  those  worn  in,  if  there  are 
any  suitable :  if  not,  with  new  ones.  The  officers  and  others  connect- 
ed with  the  Prison  take  some  pains  to  find  employment  for  discharged 
convicts ;  but  no  systematic  plan  has  been  adopted  for  the  purpose,  as 
there  should  be." — B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain. 

"  In  Maryland,  as  each  of  the  prisoners  has  a  task,  and  receives  a 
compensation  for  any  labor  that  he  may  perform  beyond  it,  nearly  all 
of  them  have  a  sufficiency,  on  their  discharge,  to  procure  decent  cloth- 
ing, and  supply  their  immediate  necessities.'  If,  from  sickness  or  other 
causes,  it  happens  that  this  is  not  the  case,  they  are  supplied  by  the  in- 
stitution. No  plan  has  ever  been  adopted  by  the  state  authorities  to 
furnish  discharged  convicts  with  employment." — Jambs  M'Evoy,  Clerk. 

"  In  Washington,  the  prisoner,  on  his  discharge,  is  furnished  with  a 
cheap  suit  of  clothes  and  a  small  sum  of  money,  which  are  considered 
sufficient  to  serve  until  employment  can  be  obtained.  The  keeper  has 
procured  work  for  two  or  three,  who  are  believed  to  have  done  well."— - 
Isaac  Clarke,  Warden. 

"  In  Kentucky,  when  a  prisoner  is  discharged,  the  k&epei  %yi**\ax* 
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a  suit  of  clothes,  five  dollars  in  money,  and  the  best  advice  he  can 
give." — Joel  Scott,  Warden. 

"  In  Ohio,  a  suit  of  clothes  and  a  small  sum  of  money  are  given."— 
William  W.  Gault,  Warden. 

19.  Printing  and  Distribution  op  the  last  Report. — This  Re- 
port was  stereotyped,  and  four  thousand  copies  of  it  printed  and  distrib- 
uted among  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Society  ;  members  of  con- 
gress ;  governors  and  members  of  the  committees  of  the  legislatures  of 
different  states ;  benevolent  gentlemen  in  the  country  at  large ;  and 
esteemed  friends  and  correspondents  in  England,  Germany  and  France. 

20.  Moneys  received  and  expended.— The  receipts  of  the  Soci- 
ety, for  the  last  year,  amount  to  $3770  61 ;  the  expenditures  to 
93522  06. 

21.  Domestic  Correspondence. — The  secretary  of  the  New  Jersey 
Prison  Instruction  Society  has  informed  us  of  the  formation  and  pro- 
ceedings of  that  society,  which  aims  to  extend  the  benefits  of  Sabbath 
school  instruction  to  the  State  Prison,  and  ascertain  the  abuses  existing 
in  County  Prisons,  and  the  evils  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and,  if  possible, 
to  correct  the  same  ;  in  a  word,  to  extend  the  benefits  of  a  good  Prison 
discipline  to  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

An  association  has  also  been  formed  in  South  Hanover,  Indiana, 
connected  with  the  college,  having  similar  views  in  regard  to  the  state 
of  Indiana ;  with  which  we  have  had  a  similar  correspondence. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  of  New  Jersey,  has  written  us  just  such  a  letter 
of  encouragement  as  might  be  expected  from  such  a  man.  We  give  an 
extract: — 

"  I  have  received  the  Seventh  Annua]  Report  of  your  Prison  Discipline  Society, 
and  have  been  greatly  refreshed  and  delighted  by  the  blessed  fruits  of  your  labors 
of  love  towards  a  class  of  our  fellow  men,  so  long  shut  out  from  human  sympathy. 
The  history  of  God's  dealings  towards  your  enterprise '  is  full  of  encouragement 
and  instruction.  It  rebukes  our  past  unbelief  and  despondency,  and  powerfully 
animates  to  more  enlarged  efforts  in  the  cause  of  man's  redemption.  I  encloss 
my  mite.    I  wish  my  means  would  enable  me  to  do  more. 

Truly  yours, 

THEODORE  FRELINGHUYSEN." 

We  have  also  received  a  letter  from  a  venerable,  and,  judging  from 
the  letter,  a  highly  respectable  and  benevolent  old  gentleman  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  not  personally  known  to  us,  urging  us  to  abandon 
the  ground  taken  in  the  last  Report,  in  favor  of  the  punishment  of  death 
for  murder.  The  letter  is  written  with  a  most  Christian  spirit,  and  is, 
perhaps,  as  good  a  letter  as  any  man  could  write  on  that  subject.  But, 
separate  from  the  obligation  of  that  part  of  the  word  of  God  which  says, 
"  Whoso  sheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed,"  we 
know  not  what  can  be  done  with  such  a  man  as  the  murderer  of  the 
late  Mr.  Sayre  and  his  family,  of  New  Jersey,  so  just  and  proper  as  to 
take  his  life.  For,  suppose  the  punishment  was  imprisonment  for  life, 
and,  after  his  conviction  and  confinement  in  the  State  Prison,  he  should 
murder  a  keeper,  there  would  be  no  punishment  for  this  murder  at  all 
Therefore  a  man,  wboaec^ld-blooded  malice  was  set  on  murder,  has  only 
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to  murder  one  man,  and  be  sent  to  the  State  Prison,  and  then  he  can 
murder  as  many  as  he  pleases  with  impunity.  Who  will  be  keepers  of 
murderer*  under  such  laws  ?  Let  it  not  be  said,  This  is  an  extreme  and 
improbable  supposition.  It  is  not.  The  case  has  just  occurred  in  Con- 
necticut. Caesar,  one  of  the  murderers  of  Hoskins,  the  keeper  in  the 
Prison  at  Wethersfield,  was  already  sentenced  for  life ;  and  now,  having 
been  proved  guilty,  he  is  sentenced  to  be  hung.  This,  we  think,  is  most 
certainly  right ;  for  how  shall  human  life  be  protected,  if  such  a  man  as 
Csssar,  being  already  sentenced  for  life,  is  to  be  tried  and  proved  guilty 
of  murder,  and  then  gravely  sentenced  to  the  same  punishment  which 
he  was  subject  to  before.  We  hare  seen  too  many  bold,  cool  and  ma- 
lignant murderers,  to  be  willing  to  lend  the  least  countenance  to  such 
a  law. 

22.  Foreign  Correspondence. — A  letter  and  a  very  valuable  par- 
cel of  pamphlets  have  been  recently  received  from  Samuel  Hoare,  Esq., 
treasurer  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society,  which  announces 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Crawford,  the  secretary  of  that  society,  and  Mr.  New- 
man, an  active  member  of  the  committee,  will  soon  visit  the  United 
States,  on  an  official  inquiry  into  the  state  of  Prisons  and  crimes.  This 
is  an  item  of  intelligence  of  the  greatest  interest  to  us ;  because  great 
good,  we  believe,  will  result  to  both  countries  from  this  visit.  Mr. 
Hoare* s  esteemed  favor  we  give  at  length  below. 

"  London,  January  11, 1833. 

«  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  just  received  from  Colonel  Aspinwall  seventy  copies  of  the 
8eventh  Report  of  the  Boston  Prison  Society,  with  three  sets  from  the  first  to  the 
nith — one  addressed  to  Mr.  Gurney,  one  to  Mrs.  Fry,  and  one  to  myself;  for 
which  I  beg  to  return  my  thanks,  i  am  truly  mortified  to  find  from  your  letter, 
that  you  have  favored  us,  on  former  occasions,  with  similar  packets,  which  have 
nerer  reached  their  destination.  We  have  procured  copies  of  the  Reports,  from 
time  to  time,  through  the  medium  of  our  friends,  and  ore  delighted  to  find  the 
cause  so  prospering  in  America.  Those  which  we  have  now  received  shall  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  individuals  whom  we  consider  most  likely  to  promote  the 
good  cause ;  and  if  you  repeat  your  kindness,  and  send  our  society  Reports,  from 
tune  to  time,  by  a  vessel  bound  to  London,  and  directed  to  me,  they  will  be  sure  • 
of  reaching  their  destination.  We  are  making  up  a  parcel  for  you,  containing  a 
copy  of  the  reports  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  secondary 
punishments,  and  some  other  publications,  whicli  may,  perhaps,  be  interesting  to 
you.  I  hope  to  see  Colonel  Aspinwall  to-morrow,  and  be  instructed  by  him  as  to 
the  best  medium  of  conveyance. 

"  In  the  course  of  next  month,  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Crawford,  our  invaluable 
secretary,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Newman,  an  active  member  of  the  committee,  will 
visit  your  States  on  an  official  inquiry  into  the  state  of  Prisons  and  crimes.  They 
will  take  the  very  earliest  opportunity  of  waiting  upon  you. 

I  remain  yours  very  truly, 

8.  HOARE." 

23.  Report  of  the  French  Commissioners. — Messrs.  G.  de 
Beaumont  and  A.  deTocqueville  have  returned  to  France,  and  printed  in 
French  an  octavo  pamphlet  of  440  pages,  containing  the  results  of  their 
observations  on  the  Penitentiary  system  in  the  United  States.  This  is 
a  production  of  great  value,  full  of  important  information,  discriminating 
views  and  fair  discussion.     The  gentlemen  have  done  America,  perhaps, 

than  justice,  and  France  and  the  other  natiora  c&  1E»x«^fe  v&. 
10* 
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essential  service.  We  have  seen  very  few  books  on  Prison  discipline  to 
be  compared  with  this  in  real  worth ;  and  we  are  exceedingly  happy 
that  it  is  to  be  translated  and  republished  in  this  country  by  Francis 
Lieber,  editor  of  the  Encyclopaedia  Americana. 

A  few  facts,  and  a  single  extract  like  the  following,  may  speak  the 
praise  of  the  work  more  loudly  than  we  can  do  it. 

In  France,  18,000  convicts  cost  the  government,  for  their  mainte- 
nance, in  the  central  Prisons,  3,300,000  francs  annually,  or  8173,684. 
This  is  by  way  of  contrast  with  favorable  pecuniary  results  in  America. 

The  mortality  in  the  Prisons  of  France  is  1  to  14,  or  more  than  7 
per  cent.     Here,  too,  the  object  is  the  same. 

The  recommittals  are  4,000  out  of  16,000,  or  one  fourth  part,  and 
things  are  becoming  worse,  rather  than  better,  in  this  respect  Object 
the  same  as  before. 

The  expense  of  building  the  Prison  de  la  Royuette  in  Paris  was 
4,000,000  francs  for  400  convicts;  which  would  make  the  expense  of 
building  Prisons  in  France  for  the  accommodation  of  32,000  convicts, 
which  is  the  whole  number,  if  the  same  plan  were  adopted,  320,000,000 
francs ;  while  the  commissioners  estimate  the  expense  of  building  a 
sufficient  number  of  Prisons,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  to  accommodate 
the  same  number,  at  30,000,000 ;  less  than  one  tenth  part  of  the  ex- 
pense of  their  present  plan  of  building. 

They  recommend  introducing  the  American  system  in  France,  by 
building  a  model  Prison  as  an  illustration  of  its  benefits.  Thia  system 
they  describe  with  inimitable  beauty,  in  the  following  language : — 

"The  Penitentiary  system  presents  itself  to  us  with  all  the  advan- 
tages of  an  extreme  simplicity.  It  is  thought  that  two  depraved  beings, 
united,  will  mutually  corrupt  each  other ;  they  are  separated  :  the  voice 
of  their  passions,  or  the  tumult  of  the  world,  has  bewildered  and  led 
them  astray ;  they  are  isolated,  and  thus  led  to  reflection :  intercourse 
with  the  wicked  had  perverted  them;  they  are  condemned  to  silence: 
idleness  had  depraved  them;  they  are  made  to  labor:  want  had  led 
them  to  crime ;  they  are  taught  a  profession :  they  have  violated  the 
laws  of  their  country ;  they  endure  the  punishment  of  this  violation : 
their  lives  are  protected,  their  bodies  are  kept  sound  and  healthy;  but 
their  moral  suffering  is  unequalled.  They  are  miserable ;  they  deserve 
to  be  so.  Reformed,  they  will  be  happy  in  the  society  whose  laws  tbey 
will  respect.     This  is  the  whole  of  the  American  Penitentiary  system." 

The  religious  influence  exerted  upon  the  prisoners  by  the  officers, 
chaplains,  Sabbath  school  teachers,  &c.  i$  America,  a  subject  on  which 
the  commissioners  dwell  at  great  length  in  the  body  of  their  report,  and 
the  want  of  which,  they  say,  will  make  it  difficult  to  be  introduced  in 
France,  they  have  omitted  to  notice  (inadvertently,  we  presume,  as  they 
have  said  so  much  on  the  subject  elsewhere)  in  this  summary  view  of 
the  American  Penitentiary  system. 

24.  Extremely  defective  Prisons  in  America. — On  this  sub- 
ject we  make  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  French  commissioners. 

"  Ohio,  which  possesses  a  penal  code  remarkable  for  the  mildness 
and  humanity  of  its  disposition,  has  barbarous  Prisons.  We  have  felt 
deeply,  when,  visiting  \Yte  3w\  *X  Q\to.\wm&,  vre  found  half  of  the  Pris* 


15  EIGHTH   REPORT— 1833*  115 

mere  loaded  with  irons,  and  the  remainder  plunged  into  an  infected 
lungeon.  And  it  would  be  impossible  to  describe  the  painful  impres- 
ion  we  experienced,  while  examining  the  New  Orleans  Prison,  to  see 
nen  huddled  together  pell-mell  with  swine,  in  the  midst  of  all  their 
Jth  and  ordure.*  By  confining  prisoners,  they  do  not  expect  to  reform 
tiem ;  but,  merely  to  control  their  malice,  they  chain  them  like  ferocious 
easts.     They  do  not  amend — they  brutify  them. 

"  If  it  be  true  that,  in  the  region  of  which  we  have  just  spoken,  the 
Penitentiary  system  is  entirely  unknown,  it  is  equally  certain  that  the 
fstem   is  incomplete,  even  in  those  states  where  it  is  in  operation. 
Thus  in  New  York  and  Bostont  there  are  Prisons  to  confine  criminals 
rhose  punishment  exceeds  one  or  two  years ;  but  there  are  no  establish- 
lents  of  the  same  construction  and  discipline  for  individuals  for  a  short 
ieriod,  or  for  untried  prisoners.     With  respect  to  the  last,  nothing  has 
>een  changed;  disorder,  confusion,  mixture  of  ages  and  characters, 
ind  all  the  vices  of  the  old  Prison  discipline,  exist.     We  saw  in  the 
New  York  Bridewell  more  than  fifty  untried  persons  in  the  same  room. 
Yet  these  are  the  ones  for  whom  well-regulated  Prisons  should  have 
been  first  established.     We  conceive  that  the  untried  person,  and  he 
who  is  condemned  for  a  slight  offence,  ought  to  be  environed  by  a  greater 
protection  than  the  more  advanced   criminal,  whose  guilt  has  been 
proved.     The  untried  are  sometimes  innocent,  and  always  presumed  so. 
How  can  it  be  tolerated  that  they  should  find  in  Prison  a  corruption 
which  they  have  not  carried  there !     In  the  Bridewell   in  New  York, 
where  the  untried  only  are  found,  they  have  no  regard  to  the  difference 
of  the  crimes  of  which  they  are  accused ;  to  the  youth  of  some,  or  the 
old  depravity  of  others.     None  of  them  have  a  bed,  a  chair,  or  a  plank, 
where  they  can  lie,  or  upon  which  they  can  rest  their  heads.     And 
they  have  no  court  where  they  can  breathe  a  pure  air.     Yet  but  a  few 
steps  from  this,  there  is  a  perfectly  well-regulated  Prison,  in  which  con- 
demned criminals  are  confined.     In  the  United  States  we  find  the  best 
and  the  worst  Prisons." 

25.  Appeal  in  Behalf  of  Prisoners. — They  are  creatures  of  the 
same  glorious  Creator  with  ourselves.  They  have  eyes  to  behold  his 
glory  in  the  heavens  and  in  all  the  work  of  his  hands.  They  have 
ears  to  hear  the  messages  of  his  mercy,  and  all  the  music  of  speech  and 
of  sound.  They  have  voices  to  speak  his  praise,  tell  their  joys  and 
sorrows,  and  humbly  acknowledge  their  transgressions.  They  have 
hands  to  handle  the  bread  of  life,  and  take  the  cup  of  salvation ;  and 
they  have  feet,  which  may  be  made  as  swift  to  do  good  as  they  have 
been  to  do  evil.  They  have  souls  like  our  own,  in  their  nature  myste- 
rious, in  their  existence  immortal.     They  can  love,  hope  and  be  happy ; 

*  The  place  where  criminals  are  confined  in  New  Orleans  does  not  deserve  ibe  name  of 
Prison.  It  is  a  frightful  common  sewer,  in  which  they  are  heaped  up,  and  which  is  fit  only 
for  those  unclean  animals  that  are  found  mingled  with  the  prisoners.  It  must  be  remarked, 
also,  that  all  who  are  confined  here  arc  not  slaves.  This  is  a  Prison  for  free  men.  It  appears, 
however,  that  the  necessity  of  a  reform  is  felt  in  Louisiana.  The  governor  of  the  state  tola 
us  he  had  repeatedly  requested  of  the  legislature  an  appropriation  of  funds  for  this  object. 
It  appears,  also,  that  the  system  of  imprisonment  in  Onto  is  about  to  be  entirely  changed. 

t  In  Iloslon,  the  case  is  somewhat  altered,  since  the  above  was  written,  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a  suitable  building  at  South  Boston  for  a  House  of  Correction,  on  toe  ylan.  oC  tbn 
State  Prison. 
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they  can  hate,  despair  and  suffer .    They  mast  live  forever  in  hell  or  in 
heaven. 

Possessing  bodies  and  souls  like  our  own,  fearfully  and  wonderfully 
made  by  the  hand  of  God,  like  us,  they  sustain  all  the  relations  of  this 
life ;  they  are  fathers  and  mothers,  husbands  and  wives,  parents  and 
children,  brothers  and  sisters,  sons  and  daughters.  Possessing  such  a 
nature,  and  sustaining  such  relations,  they  are  objects  of  God's  regard. 
Our  glorious  Creator  cannot  disregard  the  wonderful  work  of  his  own 
hands,  because  he  was  made  in  the  image  of  God.  Should  it  be  said, 
The  man  of  whom  yon  speak  is  a  guilty  man,  and  has  lost  the  image 
of  God,  it  is  admitted  as  a  melancholy  truth ;  and  it  should  humble  him 
and  all  men,  that  it  is  true  of  him  and  them ;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
this  melancholy  truth  brings  more  obviously  before  us  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  "  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  he  loved  us,  mid 
gave  his  Son  to  die  for  us  while  we  were  vet  sinners"  Surely,  then, 
our  fellow  sinners  in  Prison  are  objects  of  our  heavenly  Father's 
regard. 

And  they  are  objects  of  regard  to  the  Son  of  God,  the  Lord  Jem 
Christ  He  intended  his  advent,  his  example,  his  atonement,  his  resur- 
rection, his  ascension,  his  intercession,  for  them  as  well  as  for  others; 
and  if  they  will  repent  and  believe,  they  may  be  baptized  and  worthily 
commemorate  his  dying  love  at  his  table.  "  He  was  anointed  to  prs- 
claim  liberty  to  the  captive,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  tkot 
are  bound"  In  some  sense  he  makes  their  case  his  own,  and  claims 
for  them  all  needed  kindness,  and  promises  to  those  who  extend  kind 
offices  to  them,  from  love  to  him,  the  same  rewards  as  if  these  kind 
offices  had  been  shown  to  him  in  person.  "  I  was  in  prison,  and 
ye  came  unto  me."  ('  Inasmuch  as  you  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these,  you  have  done  it  unto  me."  And  since  his  ascen- 
sion to  heaven,  he  does  not  forget  them.  "  From  heaven  did  the  Lord 
behold  the  earth,  to  hear  the  groaning  of  the  prisoner,  and  to  loots 
those  that  are  appointed  unto  death."  Surely,  then,  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  regards  the  prisoner. 

And  the  Holy  Spirit  regards  him.  Without  dwelling  upon  the  sub- 
ject, we  give  our  humble  and  hearty  thanks  to  God,  that  oar  eyes  have 
seen  and  our  ears  have  heard  the  evidence  of  it.  There  are  men  from 
Prison,  within  our  knowledge,  who  are  proving  by  a  holy  life  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  set  his  love  upon  them ;  who  are  exhibiting,  in  no 
ordinary  degree,  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  love,  joy,  peace%  long-suffering, 
gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance.  Truly,  then,  the 
Holy  Spirit  regards  them. 

Shall  we  disregard  them  t  This  is  the  practical  question ;  for,  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  these  immortal  men,  sustaining  all  the  relations  of  life, 
on  whom  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  have  fixed  so  much 
regard,  will  be  in  Prison,  and  without  human  agency  they  will  have  no 
place  of  solitude  and  prayer;  no  solemn  stillness  by  day  or  by  night; 
no  copy  of  the  Scriptures;  no  minister  of  religion ;  no  Sabbath  school; 
no  morning  and  evening  prayers ;  no  useful  employment ;  no  comfort- 
able food,  clothing,  or  place  of  rest ;  no  sweet  breath ;  no  upright  and 
healthful  supervision  and  control ;  they  will  be  a  moth  upon  the  public 
industry  and  virtue  \  they  vriU  be  a  corrupt  and  corrupting  mass  of  tivinf 
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How  then  shall  we  t eel  for  them,  and  what  shall  we  do  for 
?  The  heart  of  the  community  must  be  touched  in  their  behalf; 
xiity  must  feel  for  them ;  Christianity  must  do  what  Christ  corn- 
is  her  to  do  in  their  behalf,  because  nature  and  revelation  lay  the 
lation  for  effort  in  this  cause. 

e  prisoners  creatures  of  the  same  glorious  Creator  with  ourselves, 
g  bodies  and  souls  like  our  own? 

t  us,  when  we  behold  the  works  of  God,  think  of  the  thousands 
ire  confined  in  Prison,  and  cannot  come  forth  to  behold  his  works., 
r  eyes  fasten  upon  their  high  and  massy  walls  and  iron  bolts  and 
and  cannot  see  the  earth,  and  some  of  them  not  even  the  heavens. ' 
are  not  blind ;  but,  in  ten  thousand  melancholy  particulars*  though 
have  eyes,  they  cannot  see.  "  God  has  pmt  their  acquaintance  tar 
them.  They  are  shut  up  and  cannot  come  forth.1'  Let  us  some- 
think  of  this,  when  we  open  our  eyes  upon  the  heavens,  and  the 
,  and  upon  our  friends. 

id  when  we  hear  music,  and  speech,  and  glad  tidings,  let  us  think 
ose  who  are  condemned  to  solitude  and  silence.  They  are  not 
;  but,  for  a  large  part  of  the  time,  they  cannot  speak  and  hear, 
oh  and  hearing  have  been  so  long  and  alarmingly  perverted  by 
dan  of  men,  that  it  has  become  necessary,  for  a  time,  to  restrain 
.  But  on  the  holy  Sabbath,  when  the  tongue  is  loosed  and  the 
s  open,  then  let  the  soil  and  sweet  sounds  of  affection,  sympathy, 
iction  and  prayer  fall  upon  the  ear.  It  is  a  privilege  to  be  a  chap- 
>r  a  Sabbath  school  teacher  in  the  State  Prison,  where  you  may  be 
red  to  speak  in  the  ear  of  those  who  seldom  hear  the  sweet  music 
eech. 

bey  have  hands  and  feet ;  but  they  have  very  little  liberty  in  the  use 
em.  More  than  half  the  time  they  are  confined  to  a  very  narrow, 
and  the  things  which  they  can  take  in  their  hands  are  very  few* 
re  are  thousands  of  prisoners  in  our  country,  who  have  not  stepped 
wt  the  walls  of  the  Prison  for  years,  in  the  day  time,  nor  out  of 
solitary  cells  in  the  evening,  after  sunset  And  the  few  things 
h  they  can  handle,  are  only  five  or  six ;  such  as  those  with  which 
labor  and  take  their  daily  food.  Such  a  sight  as  that  of  a  father 
lg  his  child  in  his  arms,  has  probably  not  been  seen  among  the  six 
sand  inmates  of  our  State  Prisons  for  several  years.  These  hands 
feet,  therefore,  wjrich  minister  to  us  in  ten  thousand  ways,  pro- 
ng pleasure,  though  possessed  by  our  fellow  men  of  whom  ve speak, 
n  Prison. 

hey  have  souls  like  our  own.  They  are  capable  of  love ;  butgen* 
y,  when  committed  to  Prison,  they  are  filled  with  mtlice.  Tbey 
capable  of  hope ;  but  their  guilt  and  punishment  generallyproduce, 
te  best-regulated  Prisons,  despair,  at  least  for  a  time.  They  are 
ible  of  happiness;  but  frequently  their  misery  is  unequalled.  They 
immortal ;  but  how  large  a  portion  of  them  inherit  everlasting  pain 
sorrow !  Do  these  truths  lay  the  foundation  for  sympathy  and  be- 
ient  effort  in  their  behalf,  or  of  indifference  and  neglect  7 
hey  sustain  all  the  relations  of  life.  Ye  fathers,  think  of  those 
hv  who  are  separated  from  their  children  and  confined  in.  Proon. 
notbers,  think  of  those  mothers  who  are  confiiwu  m  Thrown..   X* 


Ifcers  dctct  a  time  when  you  knew,  from  your  own 
sweetness  of  those  words^"  Though  your  aim  ore  u  m 
be  white  as  wool ;"  "  Ho,  every  one  thai  tuirsteth,  odd 
tut,"  and  "  be  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye"  T 

Disciples  of  Christ,  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  hare  yon 
the  riches  of  his  love  should  be  proclaimed  to  the  cap 
obey  the  command  of  Christ,  and  visit  those  who  are  in 
yea  commemorate  the  dying  love  of  Christ  at  his  tabl< 
of  the  great  number  in  Prison  who  never  celebrate  t 
nance?  So  fur  as  we  are  informed,  there  is  not  one 
Prisons  where  the  Lord's  supper  has  ever  been  admin  it 

Ye  who  ate  comforted  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  bavi 
lying  with  your  spirits  that  yon  are  sons  of  God,  what 
to  see  all  the  precious  fruits  of  the  Spirit  produced  i 
Prison  t  What  are  you  willing  to  do  towards  the  ace 
men  an  object  T   Did  you  ever  have  any  desires  of  tl 

subject,  AMOUNTING  tO  EARNEST  PRAYP.K  tilBt  it  might  h 

Chaplains  in  Prison,  Sabbath  school  teachers  in  Pris 
in  Prison,  benevolent  friends  of  prisoners,  children  o 
been  discharged  from  Prison,  or  who  may  remain  in  '. 
be  with  you,  and  make  his  face  to  shine  upon  you,  and 
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Albany,  N.  F. 
Van  Rensselaer.  Stephen 

Boston. 
Appleton,  Samuel 
Armstrong,  Samuel  T. 
Bussey.  Benjamin 
•Chamberlain,  Richard 
Cobb,  Nathaniel  R. 
Coolidge.Joteph 
Dwight,  Edmund 
Eliot,  Samuel  A. 
Gray,  Francis  C. 
Greenleaf,  Jonathan,  by  a 

Friend 
Homes,  Henry 
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Jackson,  Charles 
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Drury,  Otia 
Dunu,  J.  C. 
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Dyer,  Ebeneser  E. 
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Edwards.  Henry 
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Emeraon,  Curtia 
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Eustis,  William  T. 
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Fairbanks,  Drary 
Falkner,  Luther 
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Fletcher,  Richard 
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Harmon,  John  9 

Harper,  Edward   .  9 

Harvey,  Peter  9 

Haakell,  Amos  H.  9 

Haskell,  A.  W.  B 

Hatkell,  Edward  9 

Haaklna,  Thomaa  W.  1 

Heatings,  Daniel  9 

Hastings,  Joaeph  S.  9 

Haughton,  James  9 

Haugbton,  Richard  9 

Hawes,  Prince  5 

Hawea.M.  9 

Head,  George  B.  9 

Ueraey.  Cornelius  9 

Billiard,  Gray  *  Co.  5 

Hinckley,  T.  C.  9 

llobart,  Albert  9 

Hollis,  Thomas  9 

Hoi  man,  Henry  .  9 

Homer,  George  9 

Homes,  Henry  90 

Hooper.  B.  C.  9 

Hotmef,  Epenetns  9 

Houghton,  N.  9 

How,  HaU  J.  9 

Howard,  Benjamin  9 

Howard,  A.  9 

Howe,  George  9 

Howe,  Jabex  C.  9 

Howland,  Henry  J.  9 

Hubbard,  William  J.  9 

Humphrey.  9 

Hunt,  N.  P.  9 

Hyde,  William  9 

Inches,  Henderson  5 

Ingham,  Joseph  3 

Jackson,  Miss  L.  9 

Jackson,  Ward  9 
Jacobs,  Benjamin,  Jon       1 

Jeffries,  John  5 

Jellison,  Zecharlah  9 

Jewett,  John  H.  5 

Jocelyn,  Lewis  9 

Johnson,  Milton  9 

Johnson,  Samuel  9 

Jones,  Ebenexer  9 

Jones,  Eliphalet  9 

Jones,  J.  A.  9 

Jones,  Jno.  B.  10 

Kendall,  A.,  Jun.  9 

Kendall.  H.  Smith  5 

Krndrick,  Rulus  9 

Kimball,  Ambrose  9 

Kimball,  Daniel  9 

Kimball,  Eliphalet  9 

Kittredge,  Alvah  9 

Kuhn,  G.  H.  9 

Lambert,  W.  G.  5 

Lane,  Jonathan  9 

Lane,  J.  H.  9 

Lane,  Lamson  at  Co.  9 

Ijitham,  Marcus  4 

Lawrence,  Samuel  5 

Leach,  James  9 

Leavitt,  Charles  F.  9 

Lee,  Ann  10 

Lee,  Henry  3 

Leeds,  Theodore  C.  9 

Leeds,  Benjamin  9 
Leeds,  Joseph  La  Fayette  9 

Leland,  Sherman  9 

Leraiat,  Edwin  1 

Light,  George  W.  1  50 

Lincoln,  Ensign  9 

Lincoln,  Francia  9 

Lincoln,  Hainan  5 

Lincoln,  Heman  9 

Lincoln.  Oliver  9 

Little,  Robert  E.  9 

Livennors,  Isaas  3 


U)bden>ThoenasJ. 
Lombard,  Amaal  C 
Longley,  James 
Loring,  Barnabas  T 
Lowing,  Benjamin 
Loring,  Charles  G. 
taring,  Com.  In*.  Omce 
Loring,  Elijah 
Loring,  Jamee 
Loring.  Josiah 
Lovejoy,  William  R. 
Low,  Isaiah 
Low,  Joseph  H. 
Low,  J.  J. 
Low,  J.  J. 
Lowell,  Chartea 
Lowell,  Charles 
Mackay,  T.  B. 
Mansfleld,  James 
Mansfield.  Isaac 
Marsh,  John 
Marsh,  Richard  C. 
Marvin,  Tbeophilns  R. 
Mason,  W.  P. 
Mason,  James  J. 
Mason,  Lowell 
Mason, 

Msynard,  Waldo 
McGaw,  Jno.  A. 
Means,  James 
Mean,  Elijah 
Meldrum  as  Co. 
Mellen,  John 
Mellen,  Moses 
Merrick,  Francis  J. 
Messenger,  C. 
Morrill,  James 
Morse,  Hasen 
Newell,  Montgomery 
Newell,  Montgomery 
Newhall,  Cheever 
Newman,  Samuel  H. 
Nickerson,  Ebenexer 
Noyes,  Daniel 
Oliver.  Henry  J. 
Osgood,  J. 
Osgood,  J.  Jc  8.  A. 
Otis,  G.  H. 
Paite,  J.  W. 
Park,  Amass 
Park,  Thomas  B. 
Parker,  Isaac 
Parker,  James 
Parker,  Jonathan 
Parker,  Matthew 
Parker,  8.  H. 
Parker,  William  A. 
Parsons,  Thomas 
Peck,  John  M. 
Penniman,  Henry 
Perkins,  Henjantin 
Perkins,  William 
Peters,  Edward  D. 
Phelps.  S. 
Pickering,  John 
Pick  man,  B.  T. 
Pierce,  Josiah 
Pierce,  Samuel  B. 
Pierce,  William 
Pierpont,  John 
Pond,  Mosea 
Pool,  Frederic 
Poor,  Benjamin 
Porter,  Edward  F. 
Porter.  Royal  L, 
Pray,  Isaac  C. 
Pray,  Isaac  C. 
Pray,  John  H. 
Pricbard,  Oilman  % 
Prkbard,  Gibson 
Priest,  J.  F. 


■ajiwlmT. 

'Ultaia 

nld 

do.     biO.  B 

do.  kjr  Puklw 

lkIuIuI. 


■odd  Gorhira 

Wlilhi. 
I«dj,  Jul. 


BnJlim. 
tluulM 


IT"" 

,  W.D 

SKI 


H  i  til—  u.  it!  ':.  Ivk  ■.■.,:■! 
VI  Ik.: i-  ■■■.  ■■.■!::,    t  J !■' i'l.'-i 


mLBn       ' 

■— ■   n,  r.  w. 


Wood,  CpIuilin.Jun. 


Ca.«4rid><.  JfgM. 
Pilftty,  /.  0. 


11*11,  TIiapim 


i,  i>miHw,ra[U3M 


Bgllmbock,  Ikfc  > 

Rued,  BpeuUn  S 

Via  bji,  Abnbu        M 

iRUB,HUUB>.^*Mn. 

«.0*fct*  ™         M 

£•*  llA^rt,  Ctmx. 

■ft  1 

odwln,  Gun  1 


I,;:iv,'n.  Mury  II. 
I..:  ivi-ti,  ll.-.k.i 
" ii,  IK.ruto 


Elsilta,  0.  D. 
Bmco,  Junnlttau 

"—imii.  a.  m. 

J.  w. 

E.W. 

Cull,  jOct*.,  list 
i-uh,  1,  do  1 

Cftafta,  II.  B. 


Bftdlcol,  (villtu* 

wenicy,  WIMhun 
i.irl'f'  J.  ii' 
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;,r;;;-;">'i,"i.-. 


IVatJ.  .i-:n  [111 
Wukinnn.  K. 
W<eki,  J.  8. 


■        ■       .v.  r. 

J.nc>:iU»ii  S 

{;■■*';'  ;■■'■  '-■■  "■        i 

BMlyc.H.    '  '  1 

Wtlbridp.E.  W.  9 

iMtil,  MtH. 

AllMl.l,  Willlun  9 

"~imt  Concran.  Church, 
1  conliitulloti  38  : 


JVoeiri,  JV.  J. 
eh.  E.  9 

....■■■■  rhBorlotti   s 


ESkH  John  1 

LTD  Will,  C  ) 

«,  Jeifenoa  I 


liRiiiiry,  Ahrahun 

CmA,   i     .....   I,  rl...   I 
Otta,  1,  do.  iJ  EU.  1 


r.|l10.,J,.,n)ilY 

Cilhiri,  I..-. i 
i;„„lii-  N.  iiuii 
i-rrr;-,  I  .<>■.■■  r. 


flhemuiQ,  Hoier 


cw.  saso 


KOMf.'A.!?™* 


Wlilim-j i.BMM 


"..'. ,..-  ItiJ. 


;  w.               9 

Rcpom  .old  by  J.  F.  H.       1  .W 

Cub 

Croat,  Nathaniel 

IflfcWt                        ■ 

Duin,  David 

Hv-iBiii.  William  T.,  He 
LadlaafTlnrdi'|]:;r,:ii 

a,  H.  V.                ■ 

9 

rimathjB.             9 

!*<■« ur.Mr.NeO                  ( 

BtKAiin,  h.  a.            a 

Gnen  H.  H.  8. 
»eal,  John 

oft?*            I 

Oweni,  Jonph 

sh-i i J,  Jiihn                  it 

■!"'i"',:!-'l:i,p            a 

SoBlhfiie.  Horatio 

Steele,  Ebeneier 

Tyler,  Srnnptt,  by  Ladiea 
of  lie  Second  .ndHljh 

St.  CtamAa                 J 

Ico.               a 

££CL     i 

Thoinaa  T.  It  Son             B 

rmi*i«  Jt,  /. 
For  RepurU,  by  Cnrnml* 

•an,  fcCo.            9 
.Ham;                1 

O.W.                   B 
8Un                     S 

Torae-,  Francta                 B 
Ton],  E.  P.                     B 

Sa~!«  ■'?»..  «.!■•- 
Hittbcoeb,  CrUvlB 

Tnc'r J  F.'  A.'                      a 

\  ..r„:.......,,l.  Ucidl                 a 

w.  a.  £c«.                a 

Bold,  Jnied 

Olirta                    S 

W.tn-T.iM,E.                  B 

Waller,  William                 B 

■...:  ,i  ...    i.    .  ■  i, 
Il.i!-',-,w.  .;ideon 

Ward,  annual                     30 

W.                            8 

Weaeoo,  David                  B 

lir.  ■.»,..  1  Varum 
Dtan,  William 

faiK.                    3 

Wbeeler/B.'                      B 

U'",'.V.'!.a„"hJn  U"' 

Wheel*.]  M".                      B 

!,.i«r.-ii.-r,  Eli» 

While,                                » 

l.awri-rirr.  l-hmlet 

While,  Ell                          1 

('. ■.!.-.  W ,d 

VV m    IV  ill  Bun  B.            1 

tHM  io'd  IbSW         '         » 

WUJIim,  M.                       5 

Rotonaon,  Nuban 

Water*,  Frederic  H.            B 

Shepherd.  Michael 

Wood,  Auiuitui                S 
Wri|bt,  J  "fill                         a 

HuiiLh,  Gctirrs  H. 

m                      B 

•:|..|  ,^:,r.  J.h*ei>h  G. 
!  I,   .divcll,  William 

a,  Bkhud           ■ 

JoaliiF.                    8 

JWrt>n|m,Jfan. 

l'.:.k.  r.i.id^n 
lV!„|.,.|...Heni> 

Un?L                       8 

HopkinV  John                   B 

Wnii<\  U.  A. 

HL.    1 

WllllSon,  j'.  P!"                  1 

Bllai,  William 

r..n,  I>anlal 

PkiUMrkU,  Pmm. 

i™£S^.H' 

j.  c.               a 

BliebT,  r.enreo  W.                a 

Brown,  D.  P.                      3 

Brown.  John  A.                 fl 

.V.I,,  l,di>.  1 

IduejE.                   1 

cub,  i,  do.  i 

f:bnune.ej    Nalh.nM           B 

liwielil.  France! 
JlOmtin 

Hunllloa              B 

He.ffi*ian               a 

Undley                   9 
John  i;.                 B 

Elmn,  Thorna.                    8 

rlfinlmt.  .r.-.Uri                       B 

l\ '"hurle. 

l-ir:L.  I..;i--,inin, 
>«,  Hoswell 

tlch.%                  8 

AwWrtjilutjMW            B 

Prtlsrd,  \.  P.                    8 

Mf.rri.,  i'i|ivef  B. 

•si.  No.  134          3 

N.-«h,irv,  Jocm 
>-i.'«.d,  Sam'l.u?  Ladiea  at 

'yncbon,  Kra. 

l.i li'  Ileolel 

■     ■         ::. 

la!                a 

WniU,  Chulu  8.              B 

ttaffft*. 

.-  -           Hi. 

town.             a 
Ma                a 

olandiinl,  Cluuto*            1 

BjMaa^fiMWki. 
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7Vw,  A*.  T. 

Btgelow,  T.  fi.  9 

Cuh,  1,  do.  1,  50  9  50 

Cash,  1  J 

Cutbman,  J.  P.  9 

HaJcht,  William  D.  9 

Hart,  J.  C.  1 

Hooker,  J.  II.  9 

Kellogg.  I).  O.  9 

Nazro,  Henry  9 

Perry.  A.  B.  9 

Powell.  A.  M.  1 

Riley,  Norton  at  Co.  9 

Sobbtns,  A.  3 


Russell.  Joseph  9 

Hcflbonboveu,  J.  V.  9 

Silliman,  R.  I).  9 
Town»end,Howlan4  fc  Co.  9 

Weed,  A.  9 

WaterfitrA.  A*,  r. 

Boist,  8.  B.  1 
Cash  10 

Doe,  N.  B.  1 

Hazard  k.  Co.  9 

Bouse,  J.  1 

Kimball,  E.  H.  9 

Lewie,  1 


Manderrille, 
Xaaweil,  John 
Near, 


Barrett,  Gernah,  hjr  Laiiea 
In  Wetherafteld,Cona.SO 


Abbot,  J.  S.C.,bj  three 

Sisters,  100 

Poster,  Alfred  Dwigbt     70 
Salisbury,  Stephen  50 


1 

9 
9 
9 

9 


Sums  received  at  tJie  close  of  the  year,  after  ike  accomst  of  the  Treasurer  was  cast  ami 

audited,  carried  to  the  account  of  the  next  year. 

Damrers,  Mess.  8hil!aber,  Ebenezer  1 

Brown,  James  1        Uoton.  Eliiah  9 

Cowles,  (ieorge 
Frost,  Caleb  L. 
Frothingham,  Joseph 
Sanger,  Aimer 


8hillaber,  Ebeneser 
Upton,  Elijah 

SSaesJSBSBBB^SjSSSSjBj    S^BS>SSSSSSS 

Hitchcock,  Calria 


Damon,  John 
Re  id,  Jared 


3 
S 


Salisbary,  Stephen, 


1* 


APPENDIX. 


A. 

Honorable  Legislature  of  the  State 
'etc  Hampshire,  at  their  June  Session, 


Ay  to  the  requisition*  of  the  statute  in 

m  to  the  State  Prison,  the   following 

of  the  Warden  is  respectfully  sub- 

I« 

1.  INCOME. 
Stone  Stop. 

on  hand) 

1,1632,..     1,589  51 
ince  pur- 
i,  pay  of 
era,  fee.    1,896  43 


'   Stone, 

on  New 

,  etc....    3,819  35 

nd  tool! 

id,  April 

13, 3,430  98 


the  net 
of  the 
Shop . . . 


3,484  93 


7,950  33 


3,765  40 


Smith  Shop. 

id  tools 
id  May 

id  tools 
purcha- 
ages  of 

•r,  tc.    4,834  78 


amoant 
I  New 
for  iron 

•or 6,981  55 

mhand 
9,  1833, 
ig  two 
indap- 
in  Ma- 
Shop...    3,517  03 

nee  May 

* 


8,497  58 


10,438  50 


8,011  00 

bnrarsU,.,, . #5,778  40  f 

E 


Brought  forward •$6,773  40 

Am  Shop. 

Property  on  hand, 

May  31, 1838,..    8,080  40 

Property  since 
purchased,  sal- 
ary of  overseer, 
*c 3,467  31 

5,487  71 

Amount  of  sales 

since  May  31, 

l&fi, 4,956  31 

Stock  and  tools 
on  hand  April 

30,  1833, 9,195  70 

7,158  01 

Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of 
Shoe  Shop,  of jfi 

a  Whfhorifkt  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools 
on  hand,  May 

31.  1833. 883  69 

Stock  ana  tools 

since  purchas- 
ed, including 
stock  and  tools 
of  Cooper's 
Shop  (discon- 
tinued), pay  of 
overseer,  etc..    3,899  30 

— — — ■—    3  788  90 

Sales  of  last  year,    3,713  91     ' 

Property  on  band, 
April  30,  1833,    9,493  09 


5,136*4 


Income  of  last  year, 

Cash  received  from  visitors 
since  May  31, 1838, 


1,353  9$ 
908  73 


Making  the  total  amount  of 
last  year's  income, 99,063  38 

9.  EXPENDITURES. 

Provisions       on 

hand,  May  31, 

1838. 1,089  89 

Provisions  since 

purchased,....    9,901  55 

3,984  47 

Provisions       on 

hand,  April  30, 


1833, 997  69 

Amount  consumed  ten  vrns,  \ 
aad  carried  forwua,         \ 


4MM%A 
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Breofht  forward, 

Bidding  and  Clo-  " 
thing  on  band, 
May  31, 1809, 416  95 

Bedding  and  Clo- 
thing since  pur- 
chased     1,998  9* 


$2,937  44 


1^44  51 


Bidding  and  Clo- 
thing oa  band, 
April  30,  1833, 948  61 


Oast  for  the  last  year,, 
for  fur- 


niture,      fuel, 
books,  on  hand 

MM*  year,. 660  11 

Salary  of  deputy 
warden,  pay  of 
watchraen,fuel, 
A* 2,814  56 

Furniture,  fuel, 
boots,  dec  on 
■and,  April  30, 
1633, 


3,474  67 


1,994  65 


CoMumed  of  those  article* 
last  year, , 1,550  09 

IHscharged  convicts,*  •  for 
clothes  aad  cash  furnish- 
ed on  leaving, 976  31 

Hospital— for  pay  of  physi- 
cian, medicines,  &c s    137  60 

Repairs  on  building*,  yard, 
aW 245  06 

Interest— for  balance  paid 

14  01 


Total  amount  of  expendi- 
tures since  May  31, 1839,. , 


$5,846  26 


Leaving  the  amount  of  last 
year*8  aet  gains  to  the  in- 
stitution,  $3,157  12 

RECAPITULATION. 

Whole  amount  of  property 
en  band,  May  31, 1832,. .  10,463  34 

Qaah  on  band  same  time,.       130  93 

Debts  due  the  Prison,  after 
deducting  tbe  amount 
•wed,  May  31,  1839,....  13,386  43 

23,969  70 


of   property    on 

hand,  April  30,  1833,....  15,437  11 
Oaabon  band  same  time,..  435  90 
Balance  of  debts  due  Prison 

above  tbe  amount  owed,  11,266  81 


d  amount  of  prop- 


27,139  89 


erty  since  last  year, $3,157  12 


number  of  convicts,  May  3J> 

1839, I .7.,  89 

•Skate  committed, 14 

—  103 
JPtelawged  by  expiration  of  sentence,.  8 

fardened, ..  7 

Wed,. 0 

1, 1 

—  16 


in  confinement,. 87 

since  May  31, 1839, 2 

ABATER  P.  STINSON,  Ward**, 


OSes  e/tas  Stats  iVitea,  > 


B. 

Commonwealth  «/  Maasackwtetts. — Home  of 
Representatives,  January  9,  1833.  Oritniy 
That  so  much  of  tbe  governor's  addrcai  at 
relates  to  assignments  of  property  by  debtor*, 
and  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  be  referrei  to 
Messis.  Phillips  of  Salem,  MelvUl  of  PiUsfieM. 
Ames  of  Dedham,  Cbapin  of  Leyden,  aad 
Taylor  of  Longawadow, 

Attest,  L.  8.  GUSHING,  Cfari. 


Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
to  the  House  of  Reprtsatimtir**,  Jan.  51, 
1833. 

For  several  years,  tbe  attention  of  the  lrib> 
lature  has  been  excited  by  various  and  iaees- 
sant  complaints  of  the  operation  of  tbe  existing 
laws  of  the  commonwealth  upon  tbe  supeaws 
rights  and  interests  of  that  numerous  pcrtisa 
or  our  fellow-citizens,  comprised   fn  ths  re- 

?«ctive  classes  of  debtors  aad  creditor*. 
bese  complaints  have  reference  eaiefv  to  tst 
evils  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  the  diaV 
culty  of  obtaining  the  discharge  of  mwlrsnt 
debtors,  as  well  as  of  securing  an  equitable  At- 
tribution of  their  effects. 

Tbe  inexpediency  of  imprisonment  for  debt 
is  conceded  by  many,  who.  as  creditors,  can- 
not be  regardless  of  their  private  interests,  ana 
as  citizens,  have  everv  inducement  to  eosjsil 
the  public  welfare.  Such,  in  effect,  has  seen  j 
the  derision  of  public  opinion  upon  this  polaU 
that  tbe  power  of  tbe  law  is  now  rarely  sari 
for  legitimate  and  honorable  purposes,  bat  ■, 
in  most  cases,  perverted  to  injurious  aad  tav 
proper  ends.  The  records  of  tbe  faeia  satisfac- 
torily prove,  that  but  few  if  any  cssditors  resort 
to  imprisonment  to  enforce  the  payment  sf 
large  debts  j  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  cea- 
mitments,  are  for  the  most  inconsiderable 
demands,  originating,  not  unfreoeentiY,  to 
extortion  or  malice  on  the  part  or  creditors ; 
that  but  few  debts,  even  for  tbe  sssaDest 
amounts,  are  recovered  upon  imprison  meat ; 
and  that  the  effect  of  imprisonment,  in  neariy 
all  tbe  cases  which  now  occur,  is  to  deprire 
debtors  or  the  means  of  proiteble  employment, 
and  to  create,  without  any  corresponding  ben- 
efit, a  heavy  expense  for  their  maintenance. 
It  would  seem,  also,  to  be  the  result  of  impar- 
tial investigation,  that  nekher  tbe  experiesce 
nor  the  terror  of  imprisonment  exerts  tbe  salu- 
tary moral  influence  which  has  been  heretofore 
ascribed  to  It ;  bnt  that  its  tendency  is  rather, 
in  renpect  alike  to  creditor  and  debtor,  to  im- 
pair the  force  of  good  principles,  and  excite  the 
worst  pnasiona,  by  upholding  a  species  of  petty 
tyranny,  which  enables  one  class  to  oppress 
another,  and  renders  both  remorseless  aad  via- 
dictive.  Bankruptcy,  whether  the  result  sf 
misfortune  or  fraud,  has  not  been  diminished, 
nor  does  it  appear  that  it  ever  ran  be  dimin- 
ished, by  indiscriminate  penalties,  from  which 
tbe  dishonest  may  always  escape,  and  to  which 
tbe  unfortunate  ought  never  to  be  subjected , 
and  the  standard  of  commercial  molality  aisst 
have  sunk  beyond  the  power  of  law  to  sustaia 
it,  when  the  only  foundation  of  credit  is  s 
compulsory  process,  which  aJfotd*  no  security 
to  those  who  can  no  longer  repose  roaaeeace 
in  each  other. 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  viewed  as  tbe  power 
ot  depriving  a  citizen  of  bis  personal  liberty 
without  any  imputation  of  fraud,  and  withoat 
any  form  of  trial,  if  it  cannot  be  shown  to  be 
tocnxdeaUv  an  inunction  of  the  BMl  of  BJsnav 


51 


EIGHTH  REPORT — 1833. 


131 


may,  nevertheless,  be  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  and  subversive  of  its  declared 
objects.  The  honest  man,  who,  by  the  misfor- 
tune or  fault  of  others,  is  compelled  to  forego 
Che  payment  of  debts  due  to  liimself,  and  Is 
thus  deprived  of  the  means  of  answering 
trie  demands  of  his  creditors,  deserves  the 
protection  instead  of  the  punishment  of  the 
law.  lie  is  chargeable  with  no  crime ;  he  does 
not  endanger  tho  public  peaco ;  he  has  lost 
every  thing  but  bis  liberty ;  and  upon  what 
principle,  recognised  in  our  civil  compact,  shall 
this  remaining  possession,  which  he  acquired  as 
a  fiee  citizen,  and  now  prizes  as  the  only  priv- 
ilege of  his  condition,  be,  without  a  hearing 
and  without  a  remedy,  suddenly  and  forcibly 
wrested  from  him  ?  Such  a  case  might  occur 
every  day,  under  the  authority  of  our  laws, 
were  it  not  that  public  opinion  would  over- 
whelm with  scorn  the  miscreant  creditor  who 
should  dare  to  perpetrate  this  legalized  enor- 
mity. But  in  any  case,  unaccompanied  with 
rJrcuinstaaee*  which  excite  sympathy,  and 
brand  the  4aw  with  inhiuuanitv  hih!  injus- 
tice— ta  a  case,  even,  of  siip;».i*;J  or  noto- 
rious fraud — upon  what  principle,  known  to 
the  Constitution,  shall  the  debtor  In;  hurried 
into  imprisonment,  before  a  single  complaint  of 
fraud,  ox  tho  flighted  prima  facie  evidence  of 
fraud,  has  been  produced  apuiiMt  hint?  if  it 
be  said  that,  in  tbu  case  of  .»ny  debtor,  such 
imprisonment  is  but  tiie  le^il  consequence  of 
the  contract  into  which  lie  voluntarily  entered 
with  his  creditor,  it  m:iy  be  demanded  of  the 
legislature,  by  what  constitutional  warrant  it 
has  undertaken  to  restrict  the  relation  between 
debtor  and  creditor  by  such  a  tenure,  as  that,  In 
all  eases  of  insolvency,  under  whatever  cir- 
cumstances, the  law  cannot  take  its  course 
without  thus  authorizing,  nay,  requiring  and 
enforcing  imprisonment,  as  a  preliminary  pro- 
ceeding, subject  only  to  the  will  of  the  creditor  f 
That  the  law  Is  not  always  carried  into  effect — 
that  nil  the  insolvent  debtors  in  the  common- 
wealth, whatever  may  be  their  character  or 
situation,  have  not  been  immured  in  the  com- 
mon gaols,  and  compelled  to  pass  their  term 
of  confinement  in  disgraceful  companionship 
with  felons,  has  not  beeu  because  the  law  is 
not  sufficiently  comprehensive  and  indiscrim- 
inate to  embrace  all  cases,  but,  as  has  been 
already  remarked,  because  the  good  sense  and 
good  feeling  of  the  community  continually 
frown  upon  most  of  the  u:teiu|tts  to  execute 
the  law.  For  all  the  couHetpieucr.K,  however 
aggravated,  which  might,  as  well  as  all  which 
do,  result  from  the  operation  of  the  law,  the 
legislature  is  responsible ;  and  if  there  be 
involved,  in  any  of  the*e  consequences,  the 
sacrifice  of  rights  of  person  or  property,  which 
the  Constitution  holds  sacred,  the  legislature, 
nut  restrained  aad  not  justified  by  the  rules 
of  technical  construction  which  control  the 
courts,  has  no  alternative  but  to  repeal  the 
law. 

Such  is  the  view  which  your  committee 
entertain  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  They 
believe  it  to  be  ineffectual  for  any  good  object : 
aad  they  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  often  rendered, 
subservient  to  iniquitous  purposes.    They  do 


not  perceive  by  what  constitutional  authority 
it  it  annexed  as  a  penalty  to  all  contracts 
between  debtor  and  creditor.  In  addition  to 
its  other  evils,  they  believe  it  to  have  been  the 
source  of  unnecessary  and  bortbensoae  ea- 

Smse.  They  would  deem  it  honorable  la 
assachusetu,  to  have  led,  instead  of  following: 
other  states,  in  measures  for  its  abolition  ;  bat 
if  it  has  been  deemed  the  part  of  wisdom  to 
await  the  result  of  the  experiment  else  a  hats, 
tbey  would  refer  the  legislature  to  the  preva- 
lent opinion  in  every  state  in  which  it  baa 
been  abolished,  of  the  safety  aad  benefit  ef 
the  change. 
(Signed,)        8.  C.  PHILLIPS,  Casinasn. 


House  ef  Riprvnmtntives,  Feb.  6, 183*. 

The  special  committee,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red "so  much  of  the  governor's  address  aa 
relates  to  assignments  of  property  by  debtors, 
and  to  imprisonment  for  debt,"  having  are- 
cured  returns  from  the  gaolers  of  the  rcepeet- 
ive  counties,  of  the  commitments  from  the 
30th  September,  1831,  to  the  30th  September, 
1833,  have  made  a  synopsis  thereof,  which  ia 
herewith  ren[>ectfully  submitted. 

A  careful  investigation  of  these  returns  laws 
enabled  the  committee  to  present  the  following 
results  for  consideration : — 

1st.  That  there  were  13441  commitments  tor 
debt  in  the  year  ending  the  30th  September 
1839. 

2d.  That  489  were  by  authority  of  justices 
of  the  peace,  oa  execution,  and  333  do.  do.  aa 
mesnejirocess. 

3d.  That  1001  cases  were  for  sums  not  ex- 
ceeding $50,  and  841  cases  were  for  sums  aet 
exceeduig  $20. 

4th.  That  the  average  amount  ef  debt  oa 
commitments  by  authority  of  Justices  of  the 
peace,  does  not  exceed  $13  50 ;  the  average  ef 
the  costs  of  suit,  of  commitment,  and  of  board, 
of  this  class  of  cases,  is  $8,  except  when  dis- 
charged by  the  "poor  debtor*'  seta,"  and  then 
amounts  to  $11. 

5tli.  That  nearly  half  of  all  tho  commitmenta 
are  oa  mesne  price**. 

6th.  That  a  great  proportion  of  those  in  the 
county,  are  made  during  the  months  of  Jaae9 
July  and  August,  and  consequently  are  moat 
oppressive  on  the  laboring  classes  of  commu- 
nity. 

Tthly.  That  the  aggregate  number  of  com- 
mitments (with  the  exception  of  the  county  df 
Suffolk)  was  735 ;  of  these,  387  were  released 
by  the  *'  poor  debtor*'  oath."  non-lecy  of  exeentiem, 
uonpoyment  of  board,  and  military  Jtne* ;  conse- 
quently Uoo-jyik*  of  the  whole  number  may  be 
considered  as  a  total  loss  to  the  creditor,  net 
only  of  the  debt,  but  of  tiie  costs  and  expeaae. 

Lastly.  That  from  January  1,  1830,  to  31 
December  1830,  there  wens  eleven  thousand  omen 
hundred  and  eighty-thru  commitments  for  debt, 
in  Suffolk  county,  of  which  eeven  thouond  oooeu 
hundred  and  three  were  for  sums  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollar*! 

By  order  of  the  committee. 

S.  C.  PHILLIPS, 
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tfirtt  quarterly  Report  of  the  Overseers  of 
\e  House  of  Correction  to  the  Hon.  City 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

'he  overseen  of  the  House  of  Correction 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  make  such  pttriod- 
statements  of  the  concerns  of  that  csrahlish- 
at,  as  shall  enable  the  city  government  to 
n  a  judgment  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
te  is  conducted,  and  to  introduce  Mich  iin- 
rements  tlierein  an  they  may  deem  advi.'a- 
Tbey  now  lay  before  tlmm  a  statement 
be  number  of  prisoners  in  the  ertablUluuent 
the  quarter  just  elapsed,  wi:h  the  cause*  of 
imiUnent ;    and    number    of    discharge*, 
■ther  by  expiration  of  the  term  of  coniuii:- 
it  or  by  pardon.    Tin-  expc-n&'.-s  of  the  es- 
ishinent  during  the  lant quarter,  a^  drawn 
i  the  master's  quarterly  a« -count,  amount  to 
I  dulls.  94  ct*.     But  tin:  Ktlarintf  of  several 
le  officer*,  which  should  In:  i  uarge.able  ujion 
establishment,  do  not  come  into  this  ac- 
Bt,  not  being  paid  by  the  master  or  ')\  ei  seers, 
se  statements,  they  consider,  will  be  aufli- 
t  to  supply  the   information   now  wanted 
he  city  government,  it  being  understood, 
the  rule*  and  regulation*  heretofore  ap- 
ed by  the  city  council  are  now  in  forro,  and 
ired   to  by  the.  overseers  and  the  master, 
sa  the  establishment  ehall  be  removed  to 
:h  Boston,  new  ruk*  mu!  regulations  will 
>oc  necessary,  and  the  over&eers  iu  framiug 
i  will  give  all  the  deliberation  n<ce*sary  in 
n porta nt  a  matter,  an  i  lay  them  before  the 
council   for  their  approval,  when   &!i  the 
cular*  relating  to  the  ma:ia^viin-m  of  the 
>li*hmeut.  both   in  Us   financial    arran ge- 
ts and  iti<  discipline,  w  ill  necessarily  be  aub- 
94I  to  their  consideration, 
hole  number  of  prisoners  in  the  House,  of 
ection  Januarv   the   In:.   ld'KJ,  viz.  luna- 
«? :  from  the  >i;ini.-ipal  Court,  for  larceny, 
theft,  2  ;  ax-ault,  3 :  from  the  Police  L < hi rt, 
ilfering,  1:2  ;  vagrant,  'J J  ;  v.  anion  and  las- 
us,  7  :  common  drunkards,  70  :  Total,    l'J&. 
:he   abo\e,   Hi  were  male.-,  and    ;">!  were 

miber  of  prisoners  couimittei'  from  Jauu- 
lie  1st,  to  March  Hist,  lr&J^iz.  lunatics, 
om  the  Municipal  Court,  t<  lirceny,  tf; 
,  7  ;  not  and  assault,  10:  f.  m  th-  Police 
t,  for  using  unlawful  gam»>,  J  ,  fur  pilfer 
18  ;  vagrant**,  ID  ;  wanton  and  lascivio.is, 
unmon  drunkard*,  57 :  total,  C  .  Of  the 
e,  i'A  were  males,  and  31  were  female*. 
uiHer  of  prisoner-*  di«i  hargt  «1  fr  .in 
r  Jamnry  to  March  Mpi,  viz.  i.u.I^k 
le?<,  M  ;  mHit*  discharged  by  pardon, 
icd,  1  ;  total,  1*25.  Five  lunatics  *mi  to 
:estt?r,  viz.  John  Sennet.  Kinsman  Kent, 
ck  Boyle,  James  I'.  WillUlon  anJ  John 
on. 

LUTHER  FAULKNER,   ; 
HILLINGS  BRfGGS,  i  t%»-~~* 

WJI.  T.  ANDREW*,  (  v*trwter*. 

GEORGE  DARRACUTT,  J 


D. 

Kuments  relating  to  the  St'it*  Prison. 

u  Ezeeliency  the  Governor,  esd  the  Honor*- 
Ue  Council. 

t  inspectors  of  the  Stale  Prison  r*«p"i- 
aubsut  their  fifth  annual  report,  bringing 
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down  their  account  of  the  a/Tairs  of  the  institu- 
tion to  September  UOth,  1*02. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were 
two  kindred  and  Jjfry-*iz  convicts  in  the  Prison. 
In  the  course  of  it,  eighth-four  have  been  4fie- 
cbarred,  on  the  expiration  of  the  tuno  fur 
which  they  were  sentenced,  nud  ten  by  remis- 
sion of  punishment ;  and  elect*  have  died. 
The  whole  number  received  in  the  same  period 
is  *evciti»-*ti ;  tut  that  the  number  now  here  is 
ttco  hundred  and  ticeuttHieoen. 

Of  these,  nine  are  patients  in  the  hospital,  of 
otherwise  incapable  of  labor,  and  t>flf»Lj-one  are 
engage'!  in  performing  various  louninl  services 
yielding  no  direct  emolument  to  the  institutiov 
The  residue,  uhc  hundred  and  ninety -.■•cocu,  ure  bW 
who  arc  employed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pro- 
duce a  pecuniary  profit.    The  institution  being 
necessarily  adapted  to  the  receptien  of  a  larger 
number  of  convict*,  it  is  obvious,  that  ibis  dim- 
inution of  the  number  must  ho  unfavorable  to 
its  finance*.     In  order  to  l»alance  the  accounts 
of  tli*»  year,  the  prisoners  must  earn  enough 
'hr*idc  tlu-  cont  of  repair*  and  that  of  their  own 
support,    including   clothing,    food,  fuel,  and 
medicine)  to  pay  the  (salaries  of  tho  officer*, 
and  nl*o  the  expense  of  transporting  convicts 
from  all  part-  of  the  state  to  the  Prison,  and  of 
furnishing  those  discharged  with   the  clothes 
and  money  .illowed  them  by  law.     Estimating 
the    amount    of  these  charges  to  be  fourteen 
thousand  dollars,  a  low  estimate,  two  hundred 
« onvicts  must  earn  on  an  average  seventy  dol- 
lars each  per  )'  ar,  beside  tlieir  own  sppport,  in 
order  to  defray  them.     But  the  increase  of  the 
number  of  (unii>:tn  to  thren  hundred,  would 
not  probably  add  one  thousand  dollars  to  these 
ch-irue*,  which  would  therefore  be  met  by  an 
average  earning  of  1ujo«  than  fifty  dollars  each. 
The  quantity  of  labor  lo*t  *y  sickness  has 
l>een  much  greater  the  hut  year  than  the  pre- 
ceding.    By  patient*  reuularly  admitted  to  rrsi- 
denee  in  the  hospital,  rifht  knnJr'detudfftyjie 
daus  have  been  lost  in  consequence  of  the  pe- 
culiar di-urav  to  be  hen-attar  mentioned,  and 
tiecnty  cie  hu*J.-t J  ait.t  txeri*i(  afrrnd.il*  in  con- 
sequence of  other  dii«ea»e*.    A  nd  if  w  «  add  the 
time   lost   by  tho-«  who   were   relieved  from 
labor,  as  invalid*,  for  a  Miigle  day,  the  whole 
lo«*  by  ?icKncr*<  will  appear  to  be/  wr  thi'twond 
tKnt  h.LHurrd  md  ttcrittp-iire  dan*.    To  countcr- 
bilance  th«*e  disadvantage:!,  then*  has  been  a 
r/enrrr.l  demand  for  labor  throughout  the  whole 
rommu Mty   during    the   year.      And    besides, 
three  n-ans'  «:\fH?ri(  ur**  hat  satiifle.d  those  who 
havedealiii^M  wit.'i  tiie  Pri4nn,thnti  he  discipline 
nniv  matntnined  h^re,  n-nders  the  laborer  the 
ronvi*  in    nally   more   valuable,  mid   induces 
thvm  to  ;-iy  a  bighfr  prke  for  it.     Accordingly, 
iiinler  th**  only  n»-H  contrari  made  foi  la'njr  du- 
ring thf  pa  ft  >**;»r,  the  contrartor  h^gan  with 
|»a>mg  t'urtij-fr*  ttnt*^  and    now  pa)*  fiit*-Jiro 
ctntj.  per  day,  the  price  in  former  years  hiving 
bren  oul;.  thirty -L'trrt  rrmf.    The  men  thu-  hired 
are  ei.iplojed  in  making  hit*. 

Experience  i«  also  constantly  snegrrting  new 
r»'ra::grin'"nts  for  the  division  and  dir.riHitlon 
■if  la!i.»r,  in  thi*.  a*<  in  other  welt -regulated  es- 
tahli-'biifiiti  ;  •*  i  n<  I  ■  obtain  more  wi.rk  from 
the  i<aiiie  nuudnT  <.f  men.  As  one  instance  of 
thi*  r—ult,  i*.  may  be  mentioned,  that  i-emtf. 
one  Y#TM*n»  now  p*rform,  in  a  perfectly  sntisfce- 
tor}'  manner,  tho*«  menial  «rrv iees  in  wbkh 
murr  thnm  thrtw  have  often  been  employed  In 
former  yur*. 

Finding  that  tbe  summer  seasoo.  Hi  which 
the  aiuiunl  contract-  for  supplies  Of  fo>Ml  have 
iiitbrrto  b»rn  midc,  was  less  favorable  for  that 
purpniu.  than  the  antiimn,lbe  inspectors  advised 
the  wird*rn  to  alter  the  \\u\e  cA  «oo\t>r>k«\\ 
and  the  result  lot  the  fceMM)<H 
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tilt  the  proposals  now  made  are  more  than 
msrfss*  per  cent,  less  than  those  received  lait 
•mmmer  from  the  same  parties ;  and  in  the  in- 
larval  the  supplies  haveheen  procured  at  nearly 
jfstem  per  tent,  less  than  the  lowest  proposal 
then  made. 

The  accounts  for  the  year  are  not  yet  made 
am.  But  the  inspectors  are  confident  that  if 
doe  allowance  is  made  for  loss  of  labor  by  sick- 
ness, and  for  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the 
disease  recently  prevailing  in  the  Prison,  which 
wfH  be  distinguished  from  others, the  result  of 
those  accounts  will  present  another  instance  of 
that  eonstatffly  progressive  improvement  from 
year  to  year,  which  they  have  had  the  satisfac- 
tion to  witness  ever  since  their  appointment. 
Whatever  may  be  that  result,  It  is  to  be  relied 
on  with  perfect  confidence,  being  founded  on 
•a  actual  account  of  stock,  taken  at  the  end  of 
etch  year,  by  n  competent  person  not  con- 
nected with  the  Prison.  To  facilitate  a  com- 
parison of  the  present  with  the  preceding  years, 
It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  in  the  year  1896, 
when  the  present  system  was  introduced  by 
law,  but  not  yet  carried  into  efficient  operation, 
the  deficit  of  the  year  was  $12,167  07 ;  that 
•f  the  year  18*29,  $7,599  70  ;  that  of  the  year 
X30,  $6,1*97  02 ;  that  of  the  year  1831,  $477  31. 

The  occupations  of  the  convicts  are  as  fol- 


1.  Profitably  employed:— in   connection  with 

Ism  cutting — stone  cutters  and  tool  grinders, 
$$ ;  team  hands,  9 ;  blacksmiths,  SI :  total  110. 
•^-Cabinet  makers,  on  contract.  40  ;  brush  ma- 
kers, on  contract,  10 ;  shoe  makers,  10 ;  white- 
smiths, 9  j  tailors,  8  ;  hatters,  on  -contract,  5 ; 
coopers.  3 ;  carpenters,  2.— In  all,  197. 

t.  Without  profit:— in  domestic  strrieee.—ln 
cooking,  washing,  and  baking,  8;  sawyers 
and  lumpers,  4 ;  waiters  and  messengers.  3 } 
•weepers.  9 ;  barbers,  9 ;  attendants  in  the  hos- 
pital. 9 ;  in  all,  21.  To  which  add  patients  in 
hospital,  8 ;  and  imbecile,  1.— In  all,  30. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  remark,  that  of  the 
70  persons  committed  to  the  Prison  this  year. 
eight  are  black*  or  mulattos,  six  of  whom  could 
not  write.  Of  the  C8  whites,  40  were  born  in 
New  England,  and  22  were  born  eUwwhere. 
Three  of  the  former  number,  anil  r>*  of  the  lat- 
ter, could  not  write  at  the  time  of  their  admis- 
sion. With  reference  to  the  prevalence  of  dif- 
ferent crimes  among  us,  it  may  tie  ttateri,  that 
not  more  than  two  perrons  have  been  aent  here 
this  year  for  any  one  offence,  excepting  those 
of  stealing  and  pasting  counterfeit  niuney. 
Those  crimes  of  which  there  are  fewer  con- 
victions than  two  in  a  year,  in  so  Inrge  a  nut* 
aa  Massachusetts,  can  hardly  be  spoken  of  as 
prevalent. 

in  tins  year,  on  extraordinary  disease  made 
Ha  appearance  among  the  convicts,  of  the  med- 
ical character  of  which  an  account  will  be 
8iven  in  the  report  of  the  physician.  Early  in 
le  summer,  and  as  soon  om  it  wnw  known  that 
the  epidemic,  ivhic.li  han  raged  of  late  years  in 
Asia  aud  in  Europe,  bad  appeared  in  North 
America,  the  inspectors  advised  the  warden  to 
have  the  upper  story  in  the  west  wing  of  the 
old  Prison  cleared  out  and  white-washed,  an- 
ticipating that  it  might  be  needed  for  an  addi- 
tional hospital. 

At  the  same  time,  they  desired  that  this 
should  be  done  with  as  little  expense  as  possi- 
ble, and  without  exciting  any  alarm,  no  motive 
being  assigned  for  it,  hut  that  of  putting  all  the 
apartments  in  proper  order.  The  precaution 
was  not  superfluous.  On  the  L:tli  of  August, 
the  inspectors  were  informed  that  a  violent 
disease,  the  first  symptoms  of  which  resembled 
those  of  cholera,  had  broken  out,  and  they  im- 
mediately repaired  to  the  PtVson>  wtat*  tat? 


found  that  more  than  one  handled  convicts 
been  attacked,  many  of  them  severely, 
the  preceding  day.    The  inspector*  visited 
the  patients,  and  aaw  that  they  bal  all 
ful  attendance,  and  the  best  acconimodi 
that  circumstances  would  permit.    The 
clan,  and  several  other  medical   gentlei 
whose  aid  was  invited  by  him,  were 
exerting  themselves  for  the  relief  <  f  the 
with  a  skill  of  which  the  best  evidence  is  a] 
success. 

A  request  was  made  by  the  physician  of  lb) 
Prison,  that  a  chemical  examination  might  b) 
had  or  the  remnants  of  the  preceding  dart 
food,  and  also  of  the  evacuations  of  thu  patiesf% 
for  the  special  purpose  of  ascertaining  whets* 
they  contained  any  thing  poisonous  nr  dekav 
rious  to  health.  He  also  requested  that  sfl 
apothecary  might  be  appointed  to  examine  aafl 
weigh  all  the  articles  in  the  dispensary ,  to  esa> 
pare  them  with  the  quantity  purchased  and  ml 
prescriptions  made,  and  to  report  any  deficieae? 
of  medicines  which  might  prove  deleterious  f 
mixed  with  food.  Both  these  requests  vojf 
complied  with.  The  first  examination  was  s> 
trusted  to  Professor  Webster  of  Harvard  M- 
versity,  who  reported  that  be  discovered  aod> 
ing  poisonous  in  any  of  the  articles ;  and  tsf 
second  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Daniel  Whist,  I 
respectable  apothecary , who  stated,  that,  havM 
compared  the  bills  for  medicine  purrhas  :d  win 
the  quantity  on  hand,  he  found  the  dilfereacf 
fully  accounted  for  by  the  prescriptions  of  Hi 
physician.  The  inspectors  considered  it  task 
duty  to  make  further  inquiries,  in  ordei  to  av 
certain  whether  the  disorder  had  beea  one* 
sioned  by  any  fault  or  neglect,  and  whetac 
any  and  what  precautions  could  be  takea  w 

G event  its  recurrence.  And  as  suspicions  ati 
en  publicly  expressed,  that  it  might  but 
been  occasioned  by  the  use  of  spurred  ryi ,  the? 
caused  all  the  rye,  remaining  in  the  sansJ 
from  which  the  prisoners  had  been  nifties' 
on  the  day  before  the  disease  broke  out,  to  hi 
measured  and  weighed,  and  then  careful.?  el* 
amlned  by  a  competent  person  not  connected 
with  the  Prison,  who  was  instructed  to  pick 
out  every  particle  of  spurred  rye,  or  nthet  fcr- 
eign  substance,  and  put  the  same  in  a  stated 
pnrrol. 

This  parcel,  together  with  a  quantity  of  lbs 
rye,  was  sent  to  Drs.  Digclow,  Cbannhig  and 
Ware,  with  certain  specific  questions,  in  an- 
swer to  which  they  state,  that  the  spurred  its 
contained  in  that  parcel,  was  leas  than  is  irli- 
narily  found  in  the  same  quantity  of  good  use* 
chantable  rye,  being  less  tbau  a  grain,  by 
weight,  to  a  quart ;  and  that  it  could  not  hart 
produced  r*iy  sensible  effect  on  health.  They 
Nrther  declare,  after  a  careful  examinauoa  of 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  they 
know  no  reason  for  believing  or  suspecting  last 
the  diiease  was  occasioned  by  any  deleter**) 
stitotnnre  of  a  cognisable  nature  taken  into  tat 
stomach.  In  corroboration  of  this  opinion,  * 
may  be  stated,  that  the  same  articles  of  feed 
continued  to  be  used  by  the  prisoners  during 
their  convalescence  and  afterwards,  and  this 
without  producing  any  bad  effect  whatever. 

The  disease  continued  for  some  weeks, 
though  with  diminished  violence.  The  whew 
number  of  convicts  affected  by  it,  mare  or  lea 
severely,  wns  1%.  As  long  as  it  wore  an  Blam- 
ing or  even  a  serious  aspect,  all  the  skk  wen 
visited  by  one  or  more  of  the  inspectors  every 
day ;  and  it  gives  them  pleasure  to  say  that, 
from  first  to  last,  they  found  every  officer  at 
his  post,  faithfully,  vigilantly  and  quietly  do- 
ing his  duty.  Much  is  due  on  this  score  to  tas 
physidian,  whose  proceedings  throughout  wen 
V  eqaaAf  4latiuvjuished  by  cal 


t. 


i)  thinp.  wu  conducted  wlih  perfect  ordai  |  .tiempt  to  rape,  6 ;  eitami>t  lo  murd 

regularity.     Tbe  occurrence  *u  certainly  ,loui  assault,  5  ;  tninsllui  titer,  3  t  I 

■era  im  ufthedleclpilneoftheinnlitiiiou,  .. ..               -_     .      _,_^_      , 

ik.  null  It  ■  manifest  proof  of  lie  cieel- 1  ■**"»  rf«»JI">"««  *™  «"*  « 


nrBis  ailmmle 


ia  prsiaa  enoneti  w  nf  itiai, 
Jer  ibal  af  hie  predecessor. 


a.,  depending  mainly  on  l&e  prim  of  l.boi 
an  •jciiiHv,  u  fat,  on  ihe  whole  .com  petem 
ngpurt  ilself  permanently.  Tlioy  hnv. 
•i  held  nut  higher  eisectatiom  Ihin  tbest 
lallllou  lu  it,  and  ifter  *  (ireful  ou«ervsilon 

■at  hasUie  lo  asy,  ihal  these  eiheciailom 


taKe  this  report  wea  prepared,  the  nccouni 

hJ,  ^.Trr.'.'I'nVr'l'll1  e" 5'i™',  TrlNd," 
fcj»  occsaioned  iry  II. e  line  aiclnef:.,  Uieta 
lalutt./™!,  for  .he  lax  ,™(  .uimiimini 

■  Wvjncr  on  [hs  viluo  nf  Ian  lluck'iin  ' 
■tailed  by  the  warden  at  emu  ;  inn  nl 
■anal  received  thisyeur  for  workwbi  . 
"Ball,  performed  in  ihe  inn  hm  wmr*  ™ 
«ti«liiao  until  reeelted.  The  ■  iirei.ite  ia 
II  these  alloweneea  may  Ih.-  from  -;l,;»»  1. 
J*m     The  profit  of  Ihe  year  19  lo  l.->  rr ■■'— 

jj  conaidrralile  nriniinn    in    thii   n 


Discharged  during  the  hm  period,  13;  hd 
la>  eaaOnauwiil  on  the  .tlat  of  Marth,  1SS, 

htniftrmtMfirlliMfiUtm*gtrimtli— 
larcn>,  ISOjbnrglarY,  IC  i  rur|nn-,T ;  coon- 
rhttiof,  10;  ar»n,l;  bestiality,  I;  roMwrr, 
BjinH«rJr  9  J  murder,  sentences  commuted  ,3  , 


■w  HitmpebJre,  -   ,  ,-,-...  ... 

;  Hirjland,5;Psoi..ylysjilB,8:  Uoauee. 
,lr.ul,B;  Vlralnhi,,:  Bouth  Carolina, I ;  Rhode 
ulmd,  »i  infjind,  7  ;  Hollnnd,  I  ,  Franca, 
>|  Ireland,  39 ;  British  colonial,.;  Scotland. 
I  Mi.  Dominis,  1;  Brszll,  lj  Africa,  1)  IMal, 

4fM  e/ueaei  ere  uJWm,  aii  — 
From  14  io  as  yean,  48 ;  from  S)  to  35  rain, 
01  i  from  38  to  45  yarn,  49;  from  «  to  SS 


m  V  eIim  wtflw  are  m/oOma  w. 
,    sr,  20;  lijoan.Ti  lirem,!!;  9  read, 

0;   SI  vein,  «T;   3  yesra,  39;   3,  years,  9;   4 

rje*rs,i|  lo'yeera,  7;  fa  yein.'SiTI^ein; 
|j  It  yum,  lj  17  vein,  I;  lift,  Mi  iotal,994. 
Emfttfti  aa  JeUe—  ■— 
Cuulnt  atone,  70;   carpenter,  1;   piodlnl 
malt,  9  ;  htlekimilhs,  18;  cabinet  mikeri,  38  j 

13;   tsllors,    7  i  white-am  It  ha,  T;   coopan,  9  ; 

■neben,  3 ;  wslterl  in  N.  Prison,  i  i  yard  lum- 
ieri,  3;  bouse  wallers,  'J  ;  pnllanti  In  hospilml, 
i ;  wilieii  and  naraealnluaplul,S;  total,  394. 
Of  thuaa  raceiTed  the  precedini  all  nnntfea, 
IB  lie  fur  lirceny,  3  for  coMnterfeliini;,  1  for 

murder  wiio  pcilson— as'.    Of  Ihe  934  con.icta, 


led.     The   ami   c 

mm  of 

Ihe  number  of 

and  relirloua  Inatnicllon 

raw  dlsenaried  ; 

Ik  In  Ihe 

■d.wl'in 

nirnHoTSalDaa 

refrain   fron 

e«ti .  and  lite 

he   upacla   of 

tresent  the  institution  under 

ikdi,  affurdini  to 

nTB  pSBTSnVtaff 

mil   amllfyini. 

reelrda  Hid   illimiteohjM-Ui.if  lb 


tnd  who  in  niuW>*'ViA  >n  >am 
lio|  u|  elbaiVeriaai.wo.  44oa>. 
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deriving  any  ether  pay  or  perquisite,  the  under-  j 
nlgned  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
aaiaries  of  the  watchmen  should  therefore  be 
augmented  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars, and  Is  fully  sensible  that  such  augmenta- 
tion Is  demanded  by  justice  and  good  policy. 

The  undersigned,  about  to  close  his  services 
In  the  institution,  and  feeling  a  desire  for  its 
future  success,  has  in  preparation  a  model  of 
the  Prison  yard,  walls,  and  suitable  buildings 
and  shops,  which  may  he  adopted,  in  his  opin- 
ion, with  advantage,  whenever  it  shall  be  found 
necessary  to  erect  an  hospital,  to  build  new 
•hops,  or  additional  cells.  He  also  has  prepared 
a  plan  of  a  house  for  the  warden,  and  which  he 
now  has  tbelionor  to  present.  In  anticipation 
of  his  early  resignation,  the  warden  has  caused 
an  account  of  stock  to  be  taken,  with  due  re- 
gard to  accuracy  and  value,  and  the  accounts 
of  the  half  year  closing  on  the  31st  of  March, 
being  made  up  in  conformity  to  law,  present  a 
net  gain  to  the  institution,  after  deducting  every 
expense  fur  the  preceding  six  months,  of  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and 
fifteen  cents. 

It  !b  not  probable  that  results  more  favora- 
ble will  ensue  from  the  operations  of  the  ensu- 
ing six  monthi,  the  decreasing  number  of  the 
convicts  not  warranting  such  anticipations; 
hot  should  the  results  prove  as  advantageous, 
there  will  be  a  net  gain  to  the  institution  or 
more  than  four  thousand  dollars,  from  the  labor 
of  the  convicts  during  the  present  year.  The 
discipline  and  general  police  of  the  Prison  have, 
during  the  same  time,  been  preserved  in  all 
their  necessary  rigid  features,  and  with  but 
comparatively  few  instances  of  coercion  or  pun- 
ishment. There  will  remain  enough  or  ar- 
duous duty,  however,  for  the  fall  occupation  of 
the  faculties  and  industry  of  the  successor  of 
the  present  warden,  notwithstanding  the  favor- 
able aspects  which  the  institution  now  pre- 
sents, to  sustain  the  character  of  the  establish- 
ment in  all  its  relations,  to  maintain  the  disci- 
pline, and  to  conduct  the  general  concerns  of 
the  Prison  to  continue  success. 

In  thus  cloning  hie  last  report  on  the  affairs  of 
this  institution,  the  undersigned  is  by  no  means 
insensible  to  the  many  instances  of  kindness 
and  forbearance  which  liave  been  extended  to 
him  by  the  members  of  the  legislature,  and  more 
especially  of  the  many  valuable  suggestions  of 
friendly  and  supervising  rare  and  notices  of 
hie  excellency  the  governor.  He  would  nlso 
manifest  his  respect  and  gratitude  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  inspectors,  who  hnve  sus- 
tained his  efforts  in  all  that  the  institution  and 
their  duty  required  ;  nor  can  he  close  without 
bearing  testimony  to  the  industry  and  zeal  of 
the  other  officers  of  the  Prison.  Committing 
the  institution,  and  those  who  may  hnve  charge 
over  it,  to  the  benignant  interposition  and  care 
of  Him  "  in  whom  we  live  and  move  and  have 
our  being,"  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to 
be,  with  the  most  profound  respect  and  consid- 
eration, 

Your  excellency's  and  honors' 
very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  AUSTIN,  Warden. 

Massachusetts  State  Prison,  i 
April  21st,  1839.  ) 


To  His  Excellency  Levi  Lincoln,  and  tJtt 
Hon.  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts. 

The  warden  of  the  State  Prison  has  the  hon- 
sjg  to  present  the  following,"  OLaumss/  of  the 


general  affairs  of  the  Prison,"  in 
with  his  duty  as  is  required  by  law. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  n 
Prison,  October  1, 1831, 956 ;  whole  nemsers> 
ceived  during  the  last  year,  76 ;  total,  338. 

Number  discharged  during  the  year  on  exsi- 
ration  of  sentence,  84 :  number  discharged  sf 
remission  of  sentence,  10 :  died.  11 ;  total,  Ms. 

Whole  number  in  confinement  30th 
ber,  1839,  inclusive,  997. 


Jtgsssf  Cases 
From  15  to  90  years,  17 ;  from  90  to  95  yean, 
46;  from  95  to  30  years,  44;  from  30  to  35  resit, 
36;  from  35 to  40 years, 98;  from 40  to 50 rem, 
40 ;  from  50  to  60  years,  19 ;  from  60  to  70] 
3;  from  70  to  80  years,  1 ;  making  997. 


Terms  of  Sentences  of  those 

For  5  months,  9 ;  for  6  months,  9 ;  for  8 
months,  1 ;  for  10  months,  1 :  for  1  year,  tt; 
for  1  year  and  9  months,  1 ;  for  1  year  aad  3 
months,  1 ;  for  1  year  and  6  months,  4;  fsrfl 
years,  37 ;  for  9  years  and  9  months,  1 ;  Art 
years  and  3  months,  1 ;  for  9  years  aad  I 
months,  1 ;  for  3  years,  97.;  for  3  years  aad  I 
months.  1  j  for  3  years  and  6  months,  9;  for  4 
years,  16 ;  for  5  years,  93 ;  for  5  years  aad  f 
months,  9 ;  for  6  years,  5 ;  for  6  years  aad  f 
months,  1 ;  for  7  years,  14 ;  for  8  years,  5 ;  for 
10  years,  8 ;  for  11  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  for 
19  years,  1 ;  for  13  years,  1 ;  for  1 1  years,  1  j  for 
15  years,  1 ;  for  17  years,  1 ;  for  life,  44; 
937. 


States, 


,  and  Islands,  of  which  thet 
.Votive*. 


Maine,  11;  New  Hampshire,  99;  Mw— - 
setts,  100;  Vermont,  5:  Rhode  Island, 8;  Con- 
necticut, 9;  New  York,  10;  New  Jersey,  1; 
Pennsylvsnia,  7 ;  Man  land,  5  ;  Virginia,  S; 
South  Carolina.  1 :  District  of  Columbia,  1; 
West  Indies,  3;    British  provinces  in  Nsrft 


America,  5;  England,  10;  Ireland,  10;  8coV 
land,  5 ;  France,  1  ;  Holland,  1 ;  Africa,  1 ;  Us- 
eigners,  45 ;  Americans.  189 ;  making  997. 


Crimes  of  these  rtmabumf. 

Larcenv,  143 ;  assaultand  larceny, 9 ;  pa«shi| 
counterfeit  money,  13 ;  having  in  n<sscijkm  la- 
struments  to  counterfeit  ruin,  with  intent  w 
use  the  same,  1 ;  assault  and  extorting  money, 
1 ;  murder,  sentence  commoted,  3 ;  robbery, 
sentence  commuted,  1 ;  poisoning  with  intent 
to  murder,  1 ;  attempt  to  poison,  1 ;  assaslt 
with  intent  to  rape,  7 ;  common  and  aotsrioas 
thief,  14 ;  burglar)'.  17 ;  forgery,  7 ;  felonies* 
assault,  4 ;  manslaughter,  1  ;  assault  with  in- 
tent to  murder,  3 ;  adultery,  4 ;  bestiality,  1 ; 
burning  barn,  2;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1, 
making  937. 

Eotployoncut. 

Stone  cutters,  77 ;  carpenters,  9 ;  team  hands, 
9 ;  tool  grinders,  3 ;  blacksmith*,  91  ;  white- 
smiths, 9 ;  shoe  makers,  10  ;  tailors,  8;  cabinet 
makers,  40;  brush  makers,  10;  barbers,  9; 
coopers,  3 ;  hatters,  5 ;  cooking,  washing,  aad 
baking,  8 ;  waiter  and  runner,  1 ;  warden*  and 
guard-room  waiters,  9 ;  sweepers  and  waiter* 
in  New  Prison,  9 ;  wood  sawyers  and  yard  hm- 
pers,  4;  attendants  in  hospital,  9;  patients  in 
hospital,  8 ;  imbecile,  1 ;  making  997. 


Of  the  convicts  remaining  in  Prison,  91  sj» 
negroes,  13  mulattoes,  and  1  Indian.  47  are 
confined  on  3d  commitment,  31  on  3d  com* 
mitment,  5  on  4th,  and  3  on  5th  commitment. 

Of  the  76  committed  within  the  last  year,  54 
were  for  the  crime  of  larceny,  1  for  having  hi 
possession  instruments  to  counterfeit  coin,  with 
uUent  to  use  the  same ;  5  for 
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;  9  for  forgery :  S  for  being  common 
ions  thieves j  3  for  burglar}- ;  1  for 
with  intent  to  murder ;  1  for  assault 
ijr ;  3  for  attempt  to  rape ;  1  for  as- 
extorting  money ;  i  for  burning  a 
ir  adultery ;  1  for  murder,  netitence 
;  and  1  for  an  attempt  to  poison.  39 
of  Massachusetts  ;  I  Oof  New  Hamp- 
T  Vermont ;  3  of  Maine  ;  1  of  Rhode 
>f  Connecticut ;  1  of  New  York  ;  3  of 
nia;  1  Virginia;  1  District  Columbia  ; 
tiah  Provinces  in  North  America;  1 
)omingo ;  4  from  England  ;  3  from 
ind  10  from  Ireland, 
i  period  of  four  and  a  half  years,  a 
[ual  with  the  existence  of  the  law, 
re,  for  the  u  government  and  regu- 
he  Slate  Prison,"  371  convicts  have 
irged  by  expiration  and  49  By  a  remis- 
rir  sentences :  of  the  former,  29  have 
untitled  to  this  Prison,  31  of  whom 
n  ;  and  of  the  latter,  3  have  been  re- 
,and  are  now  in  confinement.  Of 
ve  been  discharged  by  expiration  of 
ince  the  1st  day  of  January,  143*1, 
x>n  returned,  and  9  remain  in  con- 
and  of  the  33  whose  sentences  have 
ted  during  the  same  period  of  time, 
returned, and  is  mill  remaining.  As 
an  unfavorable  character  has  been 
i  a  large  portion  of  tliiisu  who  have 
larged  from  this  Prison  since  April, 
is  good  reason  to  hope  that  they  have 
nvinced  that  "  tl»e  way  of  the  trans- 
larri,"  a i«  J  have,  therefore,  returned 
nilie*  and  friends,  and  are  now  wor- 
luxtriuua  members  of  the  community 
hey  reside. 

first  of  May  last,  my  much-esteemed 
respected  predecessor  resigned  the 
p  of  this  institution ;  the  arduous 
which  be  had  so  satisfactorily  sus- 
more  than  three  years,  to  engage  in 
nts  more  congenial  to  the  better  feel- 
nature,  and  with  proypects  of  greater 
emolument. 

ipline  established  under  his  adrninis- 

been  continued  in  successful  npera- 

ucreasing  confidence  in  its  efficacy 

from  the  fact,  that  no  unfavorable 

*  been  diseuver«d  sine*?  the  relin- 
of  the  executive  duties  of  the  Prison 

•  and  e lie  lent  hand  that  firrt  put  it 
n  ;  and  it  is  very  gratif't  iugto  remark, 
hmenU  have  not  hern  increased  to 

eoud  or-Jer,  obedience  and  industry 
e  prevailed  cve:i  during  I.  e  seaon  of 
:kneas,  when  re-tnrtion  in  th-  quan- 
4  food  and  drink  were  implied  on 
•od  health,  as  well  as  the  sick  in  all 
Is  of  the  Prison. 

:be  past  year,  ample  m**n#  f-T  the 
at  of  all  the  eonvirt*  hivn  n^rn  at 
and  present  app>:%riac«->  ,u  i.r*lr  as 
Kospecu  fur  the  O'ie  "ip^n  w.ii'.h  we 
entered.  The  <j'iinu;>  as  veil  as 
ness  of  labor  »i;i,  however,  m  a 
sure,  be  regulated  by  the  v~v**  of 
o  the  com  sun  ay  at  ivee.  and  la 
cure  a  full  share  of  pqMic  pairo&age, 
must  neeeseanly  be  MCr;«ie-2  t/»  some 
ssutadea  and  risks  naicit  aS^ct  indi- 


it  of  the  supreme  executive  ejMnol, 
ike  3 Uh  of  April  iast.  reqvu^ng  *-  soea 
md  alteraiMMU  v*  fee  s&*4e  w«j»a  \tw. 
Bsjae  as  will  render  ft  a  c-isjr*rsneat 
r  the  resasVsvc*  vf  tax  war  .«»/*  atas 
cosnpliesl  vu,  a*  Unt  rs,xmru  tin 
tor  Ubeeirrii—  4  tut  wjet,  wiuca 
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are  now  in  the  course  of  fulfilment ;  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  building  will  be  completed, 
and  ready  for  occupation,  by  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary next.  While  discharging  the  multifarious 
duiies  appertaining  to  his  office,  the  warden  baa 
the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  kind  attentions 
and  friendly  counsel  received  from  the  honora- 
ble board  of  inspectors,  the  reverend  chaplain, 
the  physician,  and  from  the  late  warden ;  and  he 
would  do  injustice  to  the  merits  of  the  officers 
immediately  associated  with  him  in  the  govern- 
ment and  discipline  of  the  convicts,  were  he  to 
forbear  noticing  the  faithful  attention  whicii 
has  been  given  to  the  various)  duties  devolving 
upon  tbem,  and  the  promptness  with  which 
every  order  has  been  executed,  whether  for  lh«t 
promotion  of  the  health  and  comfott  of  the  un- 
fortunate men  placed  under  their  charge,  or 
for  advancing  all  tho  great  and  important  in- 
terests of  the  institution. 

On  referring  to  the  following  brief  schedule 
of  the  financial  operations  of  the  y*mr,  it  will 
appear  that  the  profits  have  exceeded  nil  the 
expenses  of  the  1'rison  in  the  stiuiof$t,lirJ  31  ; 
but  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  from  et0<»  t<i  flOW 
of  the  balance  is  from  the  earnings  of  the  year 
ending  .Join  September,  1631,  and  which  was 
nol  iiicluilfd  in  the  report  of  that  year  *,  and 
for  the  reason,  that  it  consisted  of  labor  per- 
formed in  manufacturing  sbick,  for  persona  to 
whom  the  labor  was  not  usually  charged  until 
the  manufactured  art  idea  were  delivered.  The 
balance  has  also  been  increased  by  the  sale  of 
considerable  quantities  of  stone,  which  were 
partially  worked  in  former  years,  and  have  been 
remaining  on  hand.  Considering,  therefore, 
the  extra  expense*,  and  loss  of  labor,  oc<  4sion«d 
by  the  sickness  in  August  last,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  profits  on  the  labor  performed  during 
the  year  which  has  just  closed  upon  us,  would 
have  been  equal  to  the  balance  presented  in  the 
account,  had  the  usual  good  health  prevailed. 

In  taking  a  prospective  view  of  the  financial 
concerns  for  the  present  year,  it  can  scarcely  be 
expected  that  lh<;  result*  wMI  be  quite  as  favor- 
able as  have  been  those  of  the  pist,  particularly 
if  the  number  of  prisoners  should  continue  to 
diminish.  The  contracts  for  supplier  of  rations, 
and  the  prices  of  all  kinds  of  fuel,  are  much  In- 
ere:t«#:tl  over  those  of  tins  last  year  fir  tlie  sane 
articles  ;  the  state  of  the  picket*  an -J  buildings 
are  such  as  will  render  considerate  repair*  ne- 
ce««ary,  the  eu»uinj  season.  Mill  tsw*.-  is  good 
reason  to  anticipate,  at  least,  an  income  some- 
thing betond  th*  whole  expenditures  for  the 
support  ttt  the  l'ri*on. 

All  thi;  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments ofli-.r  p**t  >ear,  ending  JttiU  i^i/Unnb^r 
li^t,  with  lae  proper  vow. hers,  will  b*  prep-ired 
and  lodged  in  t)ie  treasurer's  *Abr+.  a*  i«  re- 
quired b>  law,  as  m>jtjh  as  convenient*  trill  ad- 
mit of  so  dr>ing. 

Dukur  truemU  aad  Im*#mt  J/r  **e  Year,  ending 

!*pttml*r  y>f  \<i\. 

f>«. 

To  cash  ptid  (>r  pvivisirmi, '*.",' X\  M 

*v*iing, ft/r*-,  7<? 

h  «*;i:tal  erpen***, */7'2  V» 

'.*i*\.  repairs,  4t*.  s&c.,  ..  9/*^  £* 
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Disbursements  brought  forward, . . .  $99,099  51 

Cn.  ss== 

By  stone  department  for  profits,  ....  16,975  11 

"  profits  or  labor  department,   8,940  46 

44  fees  of  admittance,  657  00 

«•  profits  of  coopering  department, .  1,659  41 

"  fixtures  and  tools, 99  59 

41  sales  of  merchandise, 598  37 

44  profits  and  loss,  for  Interest 939  57 

$39,099  51 

44  balance,  being  excess  of  income 

over  expenditures  for  the  year,  $4,193  33 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted 
by  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

CHARLKS  LINCOLN,  Jun.,lfardea. 

JVoMftcAuMttj  State  Prison, ) 
Oct.  18th,  1833.         J 


To  His  Excellency  Levi  Lincoln,  Governor 
of  die  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
and  the  Honorable  Council. 

The  subscriber,  chaplain  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Prison,  asks  leave  to  present  the 
following  report  in  relation  to  that  deportment 
of  the  institution  more  especially  assigned  to 
his  charge.  In  some  of  his  previous  re|iorts, 
he  has  ventured  to  apeak,  somewhat  in  detail, 
of  the  more  prominent  principles  which  should 
form  the  basis  of  every  system  of  Prison  disci- 
pline. On  the  present  occasion,  it  is  his  design 
to  be  brief,  and  to  confine  his  remarks  primci- 
sui/v  to  tlie  every  day  occurrences  and  trans- 
actions of  the  institution  during  the  past  year. 
First  of  all,  he  would  notice  the  goodness  of 
God,  in  the  uninterrupted  order,  industry  and 
tranquillity  which  have  prevailed  in  the  Prison, 
and  in  that  quiet  and  subdued  state  of  feel- 
ing, which,  iu  a  remarkable  degree,  has  charac- 
terized, with  rarely  an  exception,  lis  unhappy 
inmates.  lie  is  confident  he  can  state  with 
truth,  that  in  no  year  tiiuce  ins  residence  at  the 
Prison,  ha*  there'  been  so  little  to  interrupt  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  place,  or  so  few  out- 
breaking* of  a  revengeful  nnd  unsubdued  spirit, 
lie  natters  himself,  that  while  such  results  arc, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  be  ascribed,  under  i'rovi- 
dcuce,  to  the  faithful  and  discreet  exercisn  of 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  executive  officers 
of  the  institution  still,  that  /wir/Mins/  may  be 
claimed  for  the  in  due  nee  of  those  means  of 
moral  nnd  religions  instruction  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  state  has  so  benevulently  and 
liberally  furnished  by  the  laws  which  she  has 
enacted. 

During  the  year  which  has  just  closed,  there 
has  not  been,' it  is  thought,  so  many  instances 
of  deep  and  permanent  religious  feeling  as  dis- 
tinguished the  year  previous ;  and  yet  there 
has  been  no  marked  diminution  of  interest,  on 
the  part  of  the  prisoners  ft *r rail*,  in  the  wans 
of  instruction  furnished  them,  or  of  attention 
to  whatever  has  been  nddressed  to  them,  wheth- 
er in  public  or  private.  It  is  well  known  to 
your  excel U-nry  and  honors,  that,  in  the  month 
of  August  last,' this  institution  was  visited,  in  a 
very  unusual  and  alarming  manner,  with  sick- 
ness. This  visitation  was  sudden  and  over- 
whelming. During  the  stillness  and  quiet  of 
the  Sabbath,  after  the  solemn  services  of  the 
sauctuary,  this  messenger  of  the  Almighty  en- 
tered the  Prison.  So  rapid  was  he  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  his  commission,  and  so  strong 
the  arm  which  achieved  his  triumphs,  that  in 
less  than  twenty -four  hours,  more  than  one 


hundred  of  the  convicts  were  laid  prostrale,tsi 
many  of  them  apparently  at  the  very  gate  sf 
death.  Then  it  was,  that  every  inmate  of  tbe 
Prison,  however  hardened  and  atheistical  be 
may  have  before  appeared,  seemed  to  feel  tfe: 
a  mightier  hand  than  any  of  mere  created  pow- 
er was  in  the  midst  of  them.  Not  a  heart  bs 
quailed  under  the  exhibitions  of  that  poirtr. 
which,  as  it  were,  in  a  moment,  had  prottrrxtf, 
not  the  weakest  merely,  but  the  stroafM 
and  most  hardy  of  their  number.  Not  a  *«1 
but  felt  that  God  was  there.  It  was  most  iw- 
esting,  in  passing  through  the  crowded  baspfcak, 
and  the  apartments,  literally  thronged  wick  uv 
helpless  victims  of  disease,  to  notice  tbe  sub- 
dued and  awe-struck  spirit,  the  stillness  h4 
quietness  every  where  exhibited.  Prevtoa-fy 
to  this  fearful  visitation,  the  prisoners  had  ssd 
some  notice  of  the  fearful  ravages  of  the  nab;- 
nant  cholera  in  some  parts  of  the  eastern  con- 
tinent, and  were  aware  also,  that  It  had  mate 
its  appearance  on  our  own  shores.  After  the 
public  exercises  of  tbe  Sabbath,  already  refswrd 
to,  the  proclamation  of  the  chief  magistrate  tt 
the  commonwealth,  designating  and  rertjs- 
mending  the  subsequent  Thursday  to  be  oft- 
served  as  a  day  of  public  humiliation,  fartiniui 
prayer,  in  reference  to  the  pestilence  whir!i  ra 
desolating  some  parts  of  our  country .  and  »  Jjts, 
wo  had  reason  to  fear,  might  speedily  visit  i** 
state  in  which  we  lived,  was  read  in  thr  t  hapi. 
The  chaplain  took  this  occasion  to  remark,  Lot- 
suitable  he  considered  such  a  men«i;rr  to  he. « 
a  crisis  so  deeply  interesting,  and  to  ciprr«*  fab 
gratitude  that  a  nay  had  been  set  apart,  on  wski 
the  community  might,  unitedly,  implore  tbe  41- 
vine  interposition  in  their  behalf.  He  cxburad 
them  to  study  to  prepare  their  hearts  for  u> 
proper  and  acceptable  observance  of  that  day,  ai 
no  one  could  tell  liow  soon  or  suddenly  «* 
might  be  visited  by  the  desolating  srourge.  ai 
none  could  predict "  what  a  du»  might  tanr. 
forth."  When,  therefore,  the  di*en*»  of  whits 
we  have  spoken  appeared  as  it  did  ou  th:s  rw-.* 
Sabbath,  nothing  could  be  mure  natural  lhaaih; 
conclusion  adopted  by  all,  that  the  grand  •>- 
stroyer  had  actually  appeared  and  was  in  tLi* 
midst  of  them. 

It  is  not  the  desicn  of  the  chaplain,  neither  :• 
it  his  province,  to  speak  of  the  uaitirr  or  p-culnr 
characteristics  of  this  disease.  This  hr  leii*« 
to  others,  »n  whom  the  duty  more  appropmuir 
devolves ;  hut  he  desires,  in  this  place  and  ~* 
this  occasion,  to  testify  to  the  truly  woni!*n-;l 
goodness  and  loving  kindness  of  htm  "  ir.tv  i-:* 
iiH<i  mute*  alter,  irhv  nmird*  end  r««  *«/*,"  'till 
of  all  tlu*  •  who  were  nltr.rked  in  this  wW-J 
and  vinlent  manner,  not  a  single  iiiduiJufcl  wa< 
surTered  to  become  the  victim  of  death.  What- 
ever the  disease  may  have  been,  it  can  btntr 
be  doubted,  that  had  not  med:i  al  aid  !**-■ 
promptly  afforded .  and  skilfully  applied,  in  ill 
the  cases  where  the  attack  was  violent.  n%4  a 
few  of  the  number  attacked  imi«t.  in  a  very  *hurt 
time,  "  have  gone  the  w  ny  of  all  the  earth.'' 

The  constant  and  unwearied  attention  \4  tlw 
physician  of  the  Prison— as  also  of  thm?  *s*oci- 
ated  with  him  at  that  juncture,  by  da)  and  V 
night,  and  the  solicitude,  on  the  part  of  xhe  v 
spertor*  and  officers  of  the  Prison,  U»  do  ev^ry 
thine  iu  their  power  for  the  relief  and  coofrrt  uf 
the  sick— excited  in  the  breasts  of  the  prisoners 
feelings  of  gratitude  and  of  obligation  which,  is 
many  cases,  the  power  of  language  seemed  uo 
feeble  to  express.  Some  whose  hearts  aerr 
never  before  known  to  relent,  or  to  postrsi  ao> 
thing  of  generous  and  humtne  frrlinr.  were 
heard  to  exclaim,  even  with  tears,  ••  We  did 
not  believe  there  remained  in  the  world  *< 
much  of  kindness  and  compassion  as  now  *c 
see  manifested  towards  us."    it  can  hardly  be 
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t  nm  of  these  individuals  will  ear- 
in  to  their  graves  salutary  impres- 
bv  the  dispensation  of  Providence 
a  have  adverted.  Truly,  while  we 
\4gmtmt,"  we  are  permitted  also  to 

"SJ.W 

ath  school,  it  if  believed,  baa  lost 
nterest,  either  with  the  t*acbers,  or 
■,  who  are  the  subjects  of  its  instruc- 
ihe  minds  of  many,  its  influence  is, 
My,  most  salutary.  The  eommon- 
thls  institution  owe  very  much  to 
Ices  of  those,  who,  from  Sabbath  to 
iunteer  their  services,  as  laborers, 
utment  of  Christian  benevolence, 
p  number  of  convicts  who  are 
>  this  school,  is  about  one  hundred 
or  a  few  weeks  after  the  occurrence 
teas  in  the  Prison,  the  school  was 
1 ;  and  instead  or  on*  public  reli- 
»,  which  it  is  customary  to  corn- 
o'clock,  M.,  Ism  were  holden ;  one 
ten,  A.  M.,  and  the  other  at  half 
,  M .  This  course  was  adopted  dur- 
innance  of  the  warm  season,  in  or- 
prisoners  might  have  more  exercise 
ty,  and  the  usual  term  of  confine- 
eir  cells,  on  that  day,  might  be 
It  was  fudged  proper  to  adopt  eve- 
n  which  might  operate  to  prevent 
ce  of  the  disease. 

present  month  the  Sabbath  school 
icnced.  and  the  former  practice,  in 
e  public  religions  exercises  of  the 
A.  For  many  years,  the  number  of 
his  institution  has  not  been  so  much 
during  the  year  which  is  now  past, 
i  number,  the  present  year.  Is  am 
i  than  daring  the  last.  This  is  cer- 
er  of  congratulation,  although  the 
suits  of  the  institution  have  no  doubt 
naterially  affected  by  this  circum- 
er  all,  a  diminution  of  crime,  and  a 
improvement  in  the  habits  and 
s  community,  are  of  far  higher  im- 
n  any  consideration  of  mere  pecu- 

three  years  since  the  completion  of 
ison.  As  yet,  sufficient  time  has 
ted  to  test  the  results  of  the  new, 
Ith  the  old  system  of  confinement 
te,  on  those  who  have  left  the  insti- 
»nnot,  however,  be  doubted,  for  a 
tat  this  result  must  be.  if  any  thing 
»wn  from  the  operation  of  moral 
the  experience  of  other  similar  in- 
A  goodly  number  of  those  who  have 
ion  within  three  years,  are  known 
veil,  and  to  maintain  a  fair  standing 
unities  in  which  they  reside.  Of 
nave  been  committed  for  the  first 
be  occupation  of  the  New  Prison, 
ive  been  discharged.  Two  only  or 
have  been  recommitted.  The  re- 
inquiries  made  of  the  convicts  witb- 
»ks  past,  may  not  be  deemed  alto- 
pi  to  tbe  subject  of  such  a  report, 
une  time  may  be  gratifying  to  those 
interest  in  these  subjects. 
»er  of  convicts  of  whom  these  in- 
been  made,  is  990 :  of  this  number 
id  when  they  came  to  prison,  98 ; 
nly  in  easy  lessons  for  children.  15 ; 
Tite,  50 ;  addicted  to  habits  of  re- 
linking, 156;  ascribe  their  lmpris- 
e  influence  or  Intemperate  drinking, 
uu  their  parents  were  in  the  habit 
em  ardent  spirits  when  they  ware 


children,  116 ;  parents  one  or  both  intemperate, 
54;  addktedtopetty  thefts  before  tbe  age  of  16, 
44 ;  brought  up  without  any  regular  trade  or 
employment,  63;  left  home  before  the  age  of 
91,  arita  the  consent  of  parents,  107 ;  left  home 
before  the  age  of  91,  wftasat  the  consent  of  pa- 
rents, 50 ;  have  now  both  parents  living,  59 ; 
have  father  only  living,  18 ;  have  mother  only 
living,  74 ;  father  died  before  they  were  10  years 
old,  43 ;  mother  died  before  they  were  10  years 
old,  90 ;  father  died  when  they  were  between 
10  and  91  years  of  age,  51 ;  mother  died  when 
they  were  between  10  and  91  years  of  age,  31 j 
have  been  married,  103 ;  now  have  wives,  89 ; 
now  have  children.  86 ;  whole  number  of  chil- 
dren, living,  935 ;  have  brothers  or  sisters,  or 
both,  907 ;  whole  number  of  brothers  and  sisters 
living,  1038 ;  have  been  apprenticed,  87 ;  left 
apprenticeship  before  their  time  expired,  40 ; 
lived  in  habitual  disregard  qf  the  Sabbath  before 
coming  to  Prison.  157 ;  addicted  more  or  less  to 
gambling,  76 ;  had  associated  with  lewd  women, 
95 ;  number  of  individuals  standing  in  the  rela- 
tion of  father  or  mother,  wife  or  children, 
brother  or  sister,  to  the  990  men  questioned  as 
above,  1551. 

This  last  statement  shows  in  a  very  striking 
manner  that  the  evils  of  transgression  are  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  guilty  subjects  of  it,  but 
extend  to  multitudes  who  stand  connected  with 
them  by  the  nearest  and  dearest  ties  of  kindred 
and  affection.  How  many  hearts  often  Meed 
in  consequence  of  the  follies  and  vices  of  a  sin- 
gle individual ! 

The  chaplain  feels  that  he  cannot  close  his 
report  without  expressing  the  high  sense  be  en- 
tertains of  the  character  and  services  of  the 
late  warden  of  this  institution.  Neither  can  be 
ever  forget  the  cordial  co-operation  be  always 
received  from  kirn  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties;  nor  the  multiplied  acts  of  personal 
friendship  and  kindness  which  it  was  his  con- 
stant habit  to  bestow.  To  part  with  such  an 
officer  and  such  a  friend,  it  will  readily  be  per- 
ceived, was  no  small  trial.  But  he  still  lived  to 
be  useful  in  another  sphere  ;  and  the  writer  is 
consoled  by  tbe  fact,  that  a  kind  Providence  was 
pleased  to  give  us,  as  his  successor,  one  who, 
on  commencing  the  duties  of  his  office,  was  so 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  institution,  in 
all  its  departments,  and  for  several  years  had 
been  associated  with  his  predecessor,  who.  dur- 
ing his  continuance  in  office,  did  so  much  for 
the  benefit  of  tbe  institution  and  the  state. 

By  the  present  warden,  every  thing  which 
could  be  done  on  his  part  to  aid  tbe  chaplain 
in  the  discbarge  of  his  official  duties,  and  to 
render  tbe  discharge  of  those  duties  pleasant, 
has  been  most  cheerfully  and  promptly  per- 
formed. 

To  all  the  officers  of  the  institution,  the  sub- 
scriber feels  under  strong  obligations  for  tbn 
uniform  kindness  and  respect  with  which  all 
his  wishes  and  requests  have  been  met  on  their 
part. 

To  enter  upon  a  minute  comparison  of  the 
present  state  and  condition  of  this  institution, 
with  what  it  was  a  few  vears  since,  might  appear 
invidious ;  but  it  is  believed  that,  without  arro- 
gating too  much,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that 
we  have  much,  very  swea,  for  which  we  ought 
to  be  grateful  to  him  "  who  is  tbe  Giver  of  every 
good  and  perfect  gift,"  on  account  of  what  he 
has  been  pleased  to  do  for  us. 

JABJED  CURTIS, 
CTsnfsm  e/tat  JKus.  «.  Ptimu 

Gesrisstsw*,  Oct.  18th,  1899. 
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To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  the 
Honoiable  Council  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen— The  number  of  patient*  ad- 
mitted into  the  hospital  of  thin  institution  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  Sept.  .10th,  1639,  is  130.  The 
aggregate  number  of  days'  residence  in  the  hospi- 
tal Li  3,074.  In  addition  to  this,  471  days*  labor 
have  been  abated  by  advice  of  the  physician  for 
(•light  accidents  nnd  sickness  of  short  continu- 
ance ;  milking  the  whole  loss  of  labor  chargeable 
to  the  hiHpit.il  3,54A  da>*.  The  clerk's  account 
will  show  the  expenses  of  the  department  to  be 
$27*1  To.  If  from  this  sum  we  deduct  £215  53, 
lK*in^  the  value  of  3,074  rations,  at  7  cents  each, 
whirh  would  have  been  served  to  the  patients, 
had  they  not  been  in  the  liospital,  we  shall  have 
$57  53  as  the  net  expense  for  the  current  year. 
Of  this  sum,  $37  31  have  been  spent  for  medi- 
cine*, and  £&>23  for  Kite  difference  in  price  of 
)>o*i>ita)  ration  and  small  articles  fur  the  com- 
fort of  the  sick.  The  schedule  annexed  will 
chow  that  eleven  patients  have  died  during  the 
year.  Of  this  number  7  have  died  of  consump- 
t  ion ,  3  of  rirop*y ,  1  of  typhus  fever,  and  one  of  old 
:i8jr.  During  the  mouths  of  December  and  Janua- 
ry, influenza  prevailed  in  the  Prison ;  and  on  Au- 
r:ist  r»t li  commenced  nu  epidemic  diarrhoea,  at- 
tended u  ith  the  greatest  suffering,  and  synip- 
turns  so  peculiar,  that  I  intend,  at  no  distant 
time,  to  make  a  specnl  report  of  the  same  to 
ymir  excellency.  It  gives  mo  pleasure  to  say, 
t.'ial  ho  death  ho*  occurred  during  either  of  the 
epidemic*  nlmve  alluded  to,  nnd  that  order  and 
regularity  huve  been  constantly  maintained  in 
the  hospital  during  the  year. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

WILLIAM  J.  WALKER. 

.Wajjaehujtette  State  Pri$ony  \ 
October  lHtli,  1832.        ) 


£. 

To  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of 
th"  St-xtr  of  Connecticut,  to  be  holden  at 
Hurt ford  on  the  Jirst  Wednesday  of  May, 

ltXXJ. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Inst  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  to  examine  into  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison  and 
the  concerns  thereof,  and  specially  to  inquire 
after,  and  report  what  errors,  if  any,  have  ex- 
isted, or  do  exist,  in  the  administration  of  its 
affairs,  respectfully  - ' 

Report,  that  tbey  met  on  the  business  of  their 
appointment,  on  the  11th  day  of  September 
fast,  at  the  Prison  in  Wethersfleld  ;  having 
given  due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meet- 
ing, as  well  to  the  Hon.  Nathan  Smith,  the 
agent  and  attorney,  appointed  to  conduct,  on 
the  part  of  tiie  state,  the  inquiry  instituted  by 
the  aforesaid  resolution,  as  to  the  former  and 
present  directors,  and  to  Mr.  Amos  Pilsbury, 
the  then  late  warden  of  the  Prison. 

The  agent  and  attorney  appeared,  as  did  also 
the  Hon.  Martin  Welles,  one  of  the  former  di- 
rectors, and  Mr.  Amos  Pilsbury,  by  their  re- 
spective counsel. 

A  motion  in  writing  was  presented  by  the 
agent  and  attorney  for  the  stale,  that  the  hear- 
ing be  postponed  until  the  3d  Tuesday  of  Oc- 
tober then  next,  which  was  granted  by  the 
committee. 

The  Prison  containing  no  room  largo  enough 
to  accommodate  the  committee,  and  the  par- 


|  ties,  together  with  the  spectators  who  thm 
attended,  and  probably  would  attend  the  saV- 
sequent  meetings  of  this  committee,  they  ad- 
journed to  the  state-bouse  ia  Hartford. 

The  committee  met  again  on  the  said  %i 
Tuesday  of  October,  and  were  attended,  as  be- 
fore, by  the  aforesaid  parties. 

The  agent  and  attorney  exhibited  the  folio*  - 
ing  charges,  and  produced  proof  to  support 
them :  they  were  answered  on  the  part  of  Aaws 
Pilsbury,  the  late  warden.  The  Hon.  Maim 
Welles  appeared  to  sustain  such  of  them  u 
were  founded  on  his  counter  report  to  the  a* 
General  Assembly,  and  to  prove  the  (acts  ia  that 
counter  report  contained  to  be  true. 

1.  That  the  accounts  were  not  kept  accord- 
ing to  law. 

s.  That  the  prisonere  suffered  for  wast  of 
food. 

3.  That  tliey  were  for  several  weeks  ranka- 
ed  with  hnd  water. 

4.  That  they  suffered  from  cold  and  bad  tic. 

5.  That  the  sick  prisoners  were  treated  into 
great  cruelty. 

H.  That  the  by-laws  were  disregarded. 

7.  That  depredations  were  coaamiUedoatm 
public  property. 

8.  That  prisoners  were  illegally  punished  ftf 
breaches  of  the  Prison  discipline. 

y.  That  the  prisoners  were  permitted  to  lean 
the  Prison. 

The  committee  intend  to  notice  each  of  tbw 
charges  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  here  set 
down  ;  but  before  they  proceed  to  do  that,  tbrr 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Awen- 
bly  to  a  few  preliminary  observations. 

It  was  proved  to  the  committee,  that  is 
measure  was  adopted  by  the  directors,  os  s 
divided  vote,  from  the  time  the  New  Prima 
went  into  operation,  up  to  the  appoiatawst  sf 
Amos  Pilsbury  as  warden.  In  that  ■naosjl 
ment,  Judge  Welles  was  in  the  minority ;  aid 
from  that  time  the  unity  of  action,  which  hsi 

E reduced  the  most  favorable  results,  appear! to 
avc  been  occasionally  interrupted.  A  ■*• 
jority  of  the  directors  supported  the  warsea, 
and  Judge  Welles  withheld  his  confidence. 

It  was  natural,  therefore,  to  expect  that  tbm 
would  be  much  of  personal  feeling  la  this  in- 
vestigation ;  and  the  committee  thought  it  wu 
due,  as  well  to  the  Genera]  Assembly  as  to 
themselves,  to  declare,  on  the  very  first  mtsi- 
festation  or  personal  hostility,  that  it  woald  k 
promptly  repressed :  that,  being  instructed  u> 
inquire  into  the  affairs  ana  management  of  the 
State  Prison,  the  committee  would  attend  to 
that  matter  omlt.  Holding  an  even  hand  be- 
tween the  contending  individuals,  the  commit- 
tee would  not  consent  to  be  made  a  party  to  the 
excitement,  which  was  too  apparent  to  be  cee- 
cealed  or  overlooked.  Their  sole  object  new 
is,  to  present  the  material  facts  of  the  case  a* 
tbey  understand  them,  without  inquiring  ho* 
far  they  may  operate  to  the  disadvantage  sr  ia 
favor  of  any  person. 

It  is  manifest  from  the  papers  laid  before  tbj 
General  Assembly  and  referred  to  this  commit- 
tee, that  there  was  a  great  difference  of  opiaksj 
between  the  directors — in  expressing  nhki. 
the  language  of  conciliation  appears  to  hire 
been  forgotten.  Without  stopping  to  imrairs 
with  whom  this  rested,  by  whom  it  was  pro- 
duced, or  who  are  right,  and  who  are  wrong, 
the  committee  find  that  disunion  was  the  cos- 
sequence.  And  tbey  report  it  aa  an  error  m 
the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Con- 
necticut State  Prison. 

A  book  has  always  been  kept  at  the  Prissi, 
open  to  the  inspection  of  the  warden,  in  whica 
the  remarks  of  the  visiting  director  are  srittta 
down. 
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Tbe  committee  report  this  at  an  error  which 
now  exists  at  the  Prison.  So  long  as  all  the 
directors  think  alike,  and  act  in  concert,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty.  Then  every  order  of  an 
individual  director  will  come  to  the  warden, 
as  from  the  whole  board,  and  will  he  implicitly 
obeyed.  But  if  a  different  state  of  things  exists, 
and  one  director  makes  an  entry,  which  is  fol- 
lowed by  that  of  another  director  entirely  con- 
trary, that  director  who  happens  to  he  in  the 
minority,  will  meet  with  but  small  retard  from 
the  subordinate  officer,  who  has  Ik; tore  him 
tbe  recorded  evidence  of  a  divided  council. 

A  book  so  kept  affords,  moreover,  the  means 
of  keeping  alive,  if  it  does  not  in  the  first 
instance  produce,  unkindly  feelings,  which 
may,  and  often  do,  intervene  between  persons 
whwe  duty  it  is  to  think  upon  tbe  same  sub- 
ject, and  who  are  not  found  to  think  alike. 
The  remedy  is  obvious — let  no  communications 
be  made  by  the  visiting  director,  except  to  the 
board  of  directors,  from  whom  every  order 
should  come  to  the  officer  who  is  to  obey  it. 

I.  In  respect  to  the  fiwt  charge,  that  the  books 
were  not  kept  according  to  law,  the  commit- 
tee find  that  the  books  of  the  Prison  have  been 
kept  by  the  respective  warden*, by  double  entry, 
as  is  by  law  provided  ;  that  there  are  several 
mistakes  to  be  found  on  the  books,  such  as 
errors  in  posting,  and  wrong  addition.    It  was 
not  claimed  that  any  entries  in  the  day-book 
were  erroneously-  made.   It  was  proved  that  the 
settlements  made  by  the  warden  with  the  di- 
rectors, were  always  made  from  the  entries  on 
the  day-book.    It  was  claimed,  on  the  part  of 
the  warden,  that  an  error  in  distributing  the 
items  in  the  day-book  to  their  several  beads  in 
tbe  Journal  and  leger,  would  not  affect  such 
settlement.     From  the  testimony  of  the  wit- 
nesses who  have  been  examined  on  this  point, 
and  from  an  inspection  of  the  books  by  the 
committee  themselves,  they  cannot  find  any 
fraud,  or  fraudulent  intent,  on  the  part  of  Amos 
Pflsbury.    Tbe  most  that  can  be  said  is,  that  he 
has  committed  mistakes  to  which  all  book-keep- 
ers are  more  or  less  liable,  and  that  he  is  not  a 
perfectly  correct  book-keeper.    The  committee 
would  report  that  to  impose  that  duty  upon  the 
warden  is  an  error  which  ought  to  be  corrected  ; 
and  they  are  the  more  firm  in  that  opinion, 
from  reading  in  tbe  11th  page  of  the  report  in 
1695,  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  General 
Assembly  to  inspect  the  condition  of  the  New- 
Gate  Prison,  in  which  that  committee  say — 

"  We  would  dismiss  that  part  of  the  subject, 
by  suggesting,  that  some  person  should  be 
especially  designated,  whose  duty  it  should  be 
to  keep  the  accounts  of  the  Prison,  after  the 
most  improved  form,  and  in  a  method  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  comptroller." 

To  which  this  committee  would  subjoin  and 
repeat,  from  page  9  of  the  same  report — 

»*  Whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  relieve  and 
ixempt  the  keeper  of  this  institution  from  any 
jarticipation  in  its  commercial  transactions 
vith  the  public — whether  he  ought  not  to  be 
ilaced  upon  the  high  ground  of  a  responsible 
txeeutive  officer,  intrusted  by  the  state  with 
be  administration  of  its  punitive  justice  on  its 
felon* — whether  his  usefulness  will  not  depend 
lot  only  on  his  authority  within  tbe  Prison, 
art  on  bis  possessing  the  confidence  of  the 
*tblic,  and  the  favorable  regard  of  the  persons 
a  the  vicinity.  The  committee  have  been  led 
o  doubt  whether  be  can  retain  this  favorable 
tgard,  and  at  tbe  same  time  preserve  a  strict 
ad  rigid  course  of  duty  to  tbe  state,  so  long 
shell  constantly  mingling  with  every  class 
€  the  community,  in  its  pecuniary  concerns." 
II.  Toe  second  charge,  that  the  prisoners 
nfbred  tor  want  of  food,  baa  been  carefully 


inquired  into.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  subject 
on  which  the  sympathies  of  a  people  accus- 
tomed to  an  abundance  of  food  would  more 
intensely  fix,  than  that  a  case  of  starvation 
should  occur  among  them ;  and  to  starve  a 
prisoner,  and  Impose  a  heavy  task  upon  him 
besides,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  profit  out 
of  his  agony,  is  a  charge  of  such  deep  de- 
pravity, that  no  man  could  for  a  moment  sus- 
tain himself  after  it  was  proved  upon  him. 

On  this  point,  the  committee  beard  much 
testimony.  They  have  carefully  examined  all 
the  calculations  and  estimates  that  have  been 
laid  before  them.  They  find  the  fact  to  be, 
and  they  would  state  it  as  briefly  and  as  de- 
cisively as  possible,  that  this  charge  is  not 
proved. 

The  cooking  was  formerly  done  in  the  yard 
of  the  Prison,  by  male  convicts:  the  rations 
for  each  prisoner  were  taken  to  his  cell  by  per- 
sons specially  directed  to  perform  that  duty: 
this  afforded  room  for  partiality  and  unfairness. 
It  was  found  to  be  an  error  in  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Prison,  which  was  corrected 
in  the  spring  of  the  year  1831.  Since  that  time 
the  cooking  and  delivery  of  the  rations  have 
been  under  the  direction  of  the  matron:  and  it 
was  conceded,  on  all  hands,  that  she  has  per- 
formed tbe  duties  with  the  utmost  faithful- 
ness. 

The  committee  cannot  dismiss  this  part  of 
the  suhject  without  observing,  that  the  Weth- 
ersfield  Prison  is  remarkable  for  the  healthfull- 
ness of  the  convicts.  The  deaths  that  have 
occurred  there  since  its  establishment,  including 
the  epidemic  which  broke  out  among  the  con- 
victs in  ld29,  amount  to  about  two  in  every 
hundred. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  according  to  the 
testimony  of  the  Rev.  Louis  D wight,  up  to  1831, 
the  mortality  was 2}  percent.;  Auburn,  to  1833, 
2J  per  cent.:  Mount  Pleasant,  to  1831,  3  per 
cent.;  Philadelphia,  to  1832,  about  6  per  cent. 

HI.  The  committee  find  that  the  third  charge 
is  proved  as  the  same  is  herein  specified.  That 
the  water  in  the  well  which  supplied  the  pris- 
oners, was  very  offensive  for  several  weeks  in 
the  latter  part  of  tbe  summer  of  1830.  It  was 
proved  to  this  committee,  that  tbe  same  thing 
had  occurred  in  former  years,  and  that,  without 
any  known  cause,  the  water  would  regain  its 
former  sweetness. 

The  first  information  that  the  water  was 
offensive,  was  communicated  to  tbe  board  of 
directors,  on  Monday.  The  warden  was  sent 
for,  and  on  Wednesday  following,  a  new  well 
was  dug,  which,  from  that  time  to  this,  has 

f  reduced  an  abundant  supply  of  good  water. 
I  was  not  distinctly  made  to  appear  to  the 
committee,  whether  this  new  well  was  pro- 
vided by  the  order  and  exertions  of  the  board 
of  directors,  of  any  individual  director,  or  by 
the  warden  himself.  The  committee  have  been 
led  to  think  that  this  bad  water  was  an  un- 
avoidable evil ;  and  they  cannot  find  that  either 
the  directors  or  tbe  warden  manifested  any 
unseasonable  delay  in  correcting  it. 

IV.  That  tbe  prisoners  suffered  from  cold 
and  bad  air. 

On  this  point  tbe  committee  find,  that  tbe 
cold  in  the  most  exposed  parts  of  tbe  hall 
where  the  prisoners  sleep,  during  tbe  time  com- 
plained of,  was  not  severe  enough  to  freeze 
water  standing  there  in  buckets. 

Tbe  prisoners'  feet  could  not  have  frozen 
there.  It  was  proved  to  your  committee  that 
three  of  the  prisoners  suffered  from  frosted 
feet,  and  that  many  more  were  affected  with 
cbilbains.  Tbe  prisoners  never  go  to  a  fire, 
they  are  marched  into  tbe  open  yard,  without 
any  additional  clothing,  from  their,  wina/wofe- 
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•hope ;  after  undergoing  an  examination,  they 
are  then  marched  to  the  nail,  where  they  attend 
to  divine  worship. 

They  then  march  past  the  place  where  their 
rations  are  presented  to  them,  after  which  they 
march  to  their  cells,  and  are  locked  up  for  the 
night. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  here  is  an 
unnecessary  exposure  to  cold.  In  very  severe 
weather,  the  duty  of  a  search  might  be  per- 
formed in  the  hall. 

In  respect  to  ventilation,  the  committee  find1 
that  the  hall  was  warmed  by  stoves  ;  that  there 
are  apertures  in  the  ceiling  to  permit  the  foul 
air  to  escape.  Notwithstanding  which  the  air 
in  the  hall  becomes  very  offensive  before 
morning. 

In  the  original  construction  of  the  cells,  each 
one  was  provided  with  a  passage  which  ascends 
to  the  roof  for  the  purpose  of  ventilating  each 
cell :  these  are  covered  with  a  piece  of  tin,  full 
of  small  holes.  It  was  testified  before  the  com- 
mittee, that  such  covering  would  not  probably 
permit  the  air  to  pass  with  sufficient  freedom. 

The  complaint  most  insisted  on  was,  that  one 
of  the  stoves,  which  had  been  constructed  so  as 
to  admit  the  external  air  to  pass  between  the 
outer  and  inner  plates,  and  come  warm  into  the 
room,  had  been  removed,  and  the  air  from  the 
room  was  used,  by  which  it  was  claimed  that 
a  greater  quantity  of  heat  was  produced.  Here 
was  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  di- 
rectors. The  warden  obeyed  the  majority.  If 
there  was  an  error  any  where,  it  was  an  error 
In  Judgment.  The  committee  do  not  find  any 
evil  intention  on  the  part  of  any  officer  in  re- 
lation to  this  matter. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  there  Is  a  great 
difficulty  in  using  artificial  heat,  and  at  the 
same  time  preserving  a  pure  atmosphere,  where 
so  much  is  consumed  by  the  perpetual  breath- 
ing of  so  many  men.  But  from  all  the  testi- 
mony which  the  committee  havo  heard  on  this 
part  of  the  case,  they  are  persuaded  that  the 
convict,  when  once  in  his  cell,  enjoys  as  much 
of  warmth  and  purity  as  are  to  be  found  in  the 
well-filled  tenements  of  a  crowded  city ;  and 
at  no  timo  does  be  suffer  more  hardship  than 
an  ordinary  seaman  on  a  voyage.  It  is  perhaps 
worthy  of  consideration,  whether  the  expense 
of  heating  so  large  a  hall,  applied  in  furnishing 
thicker  body  and  bed  clothes,  would  not  ren- 
der the  convict  quite  as  warm,  and  much  more 
comfortable.  With  clothes  enough  to  protect 
him  from  the  cold,  in  his  passage  from  his  shop 
to  his  cell,  and  bed  clothes  sufficient  to  keep 
up  that  teniperature,he  would  remain  so  through 
the  night ;  he  could  not  suffer  by  the  neglect  or 
want  of  skill,  in  a  drowsy  watchman,  to  keep 
up  a  fire  of  anthracite  coal. 

V.  That  the  sick  prisoners  were  treated  with 
great  cruelty. 

The  facts  in  relation  to  this  point,  as  the  com- 
mittee understand  them  to  be  proved,  arc,  that, 
from  the  time  the  Prison  went  into  operation,  in 
1837,  to  the  month  of  July,  1829,  such  had  been 
the  almost  unexampled  healthfulness  prevailing 
there,  that  the  room  originally  intended  for  a 
hospital  had  never  been  prepared  for  that  pur- 
pose. There  was  no  phvsician  appointed  as 
an  officer  of  the  Prison.  The  warden  sent  for 
the  attending  phvsician  as  he  did  for  his  private 
family.  It  rested  with  him  to  decide  whether 
a  convict  was  sufficiently  indisposed  to  require 
the  physician's  aid.  Now  it  is  evident,  without 
examining  witnesses  under  oath,  that  habits 
of  idleness,  and  a  desire  to  live  without  work, 
produce  more  convictions  for  crimes  than  all 
other  causes  put  together.  It  is  to  be  expected, 
therefore,  that  the  tenants  of  a  State  Prison  will 
avoid  labor  If  they  can.    It  is  claimed  as  one 


of  the  discoveries  of  modern  times,  that  sack 
characters  can  in  any  way  be  made  to  do  work 
enough  to  pay  for  the  expense  of  keeping  them. 
It  was  proved  to  the  committee,  that  of  all  the 
expedients  resorted  to  by  convicts  to  indulge 
in  their  favorite  habits,  the  complaint  of  indis- 
position is  the  most  frequent ;  and  hence  offi- 
cers, whose  duty  it  is  to  reduce  this  modem 
discovery  to  practice,  are  apt  to  be  skeptical 
when  a  convict  complains  of  sickness. 

Under  this  state  of  things,  the  directors,  in 
their  report  of  1830,  page  7,  remark — 

"  A  severe  and  dangerous  sickness  prevailed 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September, 
which  resulted  fatally  in  four  cases.  The  di- 
rectors, during  this  sickness,  became  satisfied, 
that  the  system  of  reporting  and  supplying  the 
sick,  was  in  many  respects  defective:  an  or- 
dinance was  therefore  immediately  pt?*d, 
which  has  been  transferred  into  the  b>-law», 
and  will  be  found  at  section  6,  by  which  thu 
system  was  wholly  changed." 

"By  this  ordinance,  the  directors  intended 
to  secure  to  each  sick  prisoner  an  early  sod 

Sirompt  attention  to  his  case,  believing  it  to  be 
ar  better,  that  fifty  who  were  not  sick  should 
\  be  reported,  examined  and  dismissed,  than  Uai 
'  one  should  suffer  for  want  of  early  medical  ad- 
vice.   It  may  probably  often  happen  that  tbc 
officers  of  the  institution  are  satisfied,  that  the 
alleged  illness  of  the  complaining  prisoner  i< 
merely  feigned,  to  avoid  labor ;  or,  as  it  is  called, 
*  playing  the  old  soldier,'  and  is  deceiving  them. 
But  they  may,  also,  in  some  instances,  be  them- 
selves mistaken;  and  such  mistake  may  be 
fatal  to  the  unfortunate  men  in  their  custody. 
At  all  events,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  U*r 
are  as  competent  to  decide  this  question  as  ao 
eminent  medical  practitioner.    The  whole  ob- 
ject, therefore,  has  been  referred  to  tbc  deci* u« 
of  the  physician  ;  and  that  all  suspicion  rf  in 
duceraent  to  order  a  prisoner  to  the  Lo*[<iU 
improperly,  may  bo  removed,  his  couipeu*atj-  n 
is  not  made  to  depend  upon  the  number  of  ei:k 
convicts,  or  the  visits  which  he  may  nuke. 
Our  experience  under  this  regulation  nan  con- 
vinced us,  that  it  was  required  as  well  fn>si 
considerations  of  humanity  as  of  good  economy. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  condition  nn-rt 
calamitous  or  forlorn  than  of  one  who  i«  '•!<*> 
and  in  prison' — deprived,  as  he  murt  be.oftl: 
attentions  and  sympathies  of  those   who  are 
bound  to  him  by  the  tics  of  uature  and  ac- 
tion ;  he  has  a  right  to  auk,  and  to  rereivr.  ».f 
the  public  agents,  all  that  relief,  and  comf.n. 
and  consolation,  which  his  situation  ma}  ill;-'*. 
It  was  in  this  spirit  that  we  framed  tin*  re- 
lation, and  we  trust  that  in  this  spirit  it  will  l< 
administered.1' 

"  We  have  adverted  to  this  tonic  more  fully 
than  we  should  have  done,  had  it  not  been  iii» 
subject  of  some  misapprehension  in  this  vi- 
cinity." 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  Botsford,  and  Farm. 
and  Freeman,  and  Ferdinand,  were  the  pcr*uM 
who  are  spoken  of  in  the  above  extract  a*  being 
the  cases  which  terminated  fatally. 

From  all  the  testimony  which  the  committee 
heard  on  this  point,— and  no  part  of  the  inquiry 
has  been  pursued  with  more  eagerness,  or  rr- 
I  marked  upon  in  argument  with  more  tourhiof 
I  eloquence,— they  find  the  facts  tube  as  thry  sio 
stated  in  the  above  extract  from  the  report  »»f 
the  directors.  The  committee  do  not  find  that 
there  was  any  gross  act  of  cruelty,  wilfulh  ud 
wantonly  inflicted  upon  any  sick  primmer. 
The  warden,  and  deputy  warden,  and  the  direc- 
tors, being  secure  in  the  knowledge  that  tbe 
Prison  had  hitherto  been  almost  entirely  fn* 
from  disease,  it  was  not  strange  that,  to  u* 
the  language  of  Governor  Peters,  who  was  thea 
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director,  and  who  vu  examined  by  this  com- 
ilttee  at  a  witness, ( that  the  epidemic  seemed 
» have  got  in  the  advance  of  the  warden,  di- 
tctori  and  physician." 

This  committee  would  not  at  any  time  pass 
ghtly  by  the  sufferings  of  one  "  sick  and  in 
risen  ;"  nor  would  they  for  a  moment  coun- 
i nance  the  idea,  that  the  ordinary  offices  of 
umanity  should  not,  in  all  cases,  be  extended 
>  the  prisoner,  whether  convict  or  innocent : 
or  would  they  allow  that  lapse  of  time  should 
>ver  over  or  protect  any  officer  who  would  be 
illty  of  cruelty  or  oppression  in  any  shape, 
et  tliis  committee  feel  that  there  is  reason  for 
id  inquiry,  why,  tifter  the  error  and  remedy 
ive  been  by  the  directors  reported  to  the  Gon- 
ial Assembly,  it  should  be  brought  up  again  by 
ic  of  those  directors,  and  the  individual  cases 
T  disease  and  pain  minutely  set  forth  two 
sirs  afterwards. 

The  state  of  perfection  to  which  Prison  disci- 
line  had  arrived  in  the  state  of  Connecticut  is, 
1  the  first  instance,  to  be  ascribed  to  individual 
cert  ion.  The  committee  may  be  pardoned  for 
a  act  aof  justice  which  posterity  will  not  fail 
t  recognize,  when  they  record  among  the  most 
>nspiruous  of  those  individuals,  the  names  of 
ahn  Riiss,  Martin  Welles,  and  John  S.  Peters, 
nd  it  is  no  small  encomium  upon  these  gen- 
etnen,  that  they  should  have  availed  them- 
slves  of  the  intelligence  and  enlightened  zeal 
f  Captain  Moses  C.  Pilsbury  tor  the  improve- 
lent  and  perfection  of  such  discipline. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  any  subse- 
uent  misunderstanding  should  have  impaired 
le  future  usefulness  of  the  two  first-named 
sntlemen,  or  either  of  them,  in  carrying  to  a 
:ill  higher  state  of  perfection  the  work  which 
ley  so  successfully  commenced.  This  com- 
littee  would  persuade  tii«:m*elves  that  the 
rimary  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  ambition  to 
chieve  so  desirable  an  end,  perhaps  felt  too 
rdently  to  be  expressed  with  fitting  modera- 
on. 

Vf.  The  sixth  charge  is,  that  the  by-laws 
rcre  disregarded. 

On  this  point  the  committee  find  the  facts  to 
e,  that  some  of  the  by-laws  have  not  been  car- 
ted into  full  effect  ;  that  cotton  shoots  have 
ot  been  provided.  The  directors,  who  have 
een  examined,  concur  in  proving  that  this 
mission  was  in  consequence  of  the  under- 
tamling,  at  the  time  the  by-law  was  passed, 
lat  the  same  should  not  be  carried  into  effect 
ntil  further  orders.  There  were  objections  to 
otton  sheets,  on  the  ground  that  they  might 
bsorb  and  retain  the  dampness  from  the  walls 
f  the  cells. 

There  was  no  evidence  before  the  committee, 
lat  any  subsequent  order  had  been  made  upon 
ie  warden,  to  provide  the  cotton  sheets. 

ft  is  also  found  by  the  committee,  that  the 
bop  books  have  not  been  in  every  instance 
ept  according  to  the  by-laws.  Two  of  the 
irectors  testified  that  there  was  a  compliance 
>r  all  practical  purposes :  the  warden  was  able, 
•om  the  shop  books,  as  they  were  kept,  to 
take  the  requisite  entries  in  the  books  of  the 
riapn. 

The  employment  of  servants  by  the  warden 
•om  among  the  convicts,  formed  another  spe- 
itication  under  this  charge. 

The  committtee  find  that  it  was  the  practice 
oth  of  the  elder  Mr.  Pilsbury  and  of  his  son 
i  employ  one  male  convict  as  a  servant  about 
ie  offices,  and  in  the  private  business  of  the 

arden  ;  and  that  one  or  more  females  were 
m ployed  in  the  warden's  kitchen.  This  was 
one  with  the  full  knowledge  and  under  the 
onstant  inspection  of  the  directors. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  true 


construction  of  the  by-law  on  this  snbject  Is, 
that  no  officer,  or  person  connected  with  the  In- 
stitution, shall  be  permitted  to  cause,  or  allow 
any  convict  to  work  for  him  or  bis  benefit, 
unless  the  same  be  done  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  proper  officer,  so  that  the  work  can  be 

froperly  charged  on  the  books  of  the  Prison, 
n  the  same  section  of  the  by-law,  it  is  provided 
that  no  officer  shall  be  allowed  to  take  or  re- 
ceive either  from  the  public  property, "  or  in 
labor  or  services  of  the  convicts,  any  perquisites 
whatever,  without  the  consent  of  the  directors  in 
writing." 

The  complaint  on  this  specification  is,  that 
the  consent  was  not  in  writing. 

It  was  proved  before  the  committee,  that  the 
warden,  on  the  23d  day  of  April,  183 1,  made  a 
return  to  the  directors,  in  obedience  loan  order 
for  that  purpose,  of  all  the  work  done  during 
the  then  past  year,  for  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
Prison,  in  which  this  subject  is  fully  detailed, 
and  which  the  committee  herewith  present, 
and  to  which  they  would  refer. 

VII.  The  seventh  charge  is,  that  depredations 
were  committed  on  the  public  property. 

The  committee  find  the  first  specification 
under  this  charge  to  be  true,  viz.  that  chips 
from  the  cooper's  shop,  and  the  other  shops 
where  wood  work  was  performed,  were  used 
on  the  kitchen  fire  of  the  warden ;  and  the 
practice  had  been  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Prison  until  the  cooking  for  the  sick,  and 
washing,  were  removed  to  the  female  depart- 
ment. 

It  was  claimed,  on  the  part  of  the  warden,  that, 
so  long  as  the  work  for  the  convicts,  or  any  part 
of  them,  was  done  in  his  kitchen,  he  was  jus- 
tifiable in  permitting  the  fuel  to  be  used  there, 
as  the  same  is  chirjjed  upon  him. 

There  is  no  evidence  In  the  recollection  of 
the  committee  that  the  practice  was  continued 
after  the  female  department  went  into  opera- 
tion. 

The  committee  find  that  at  sundry  times  the 
servant  of  the  warden  obtained  from  the  public 
stores,  beans,  peas,  and  Indian  meal.  It  was 
claimed,  on  the  part  of  the  warden,  that  these 
articles  were  required  for  the  convicts  who  were 
supplied  from  his  kitchen.  It  was  not  proved 
that  any  of  these  articles  were  actually  used  for 
the  benefit  of  the  wardenor  his  family , other  than 
that,  a  short  time(a  day  or  more)nfter  nnyof  these 
articles  were  so  taken,  the  officers  who  boarded 
with  the  warden,  were  supplied  with  the  like 
articles.  It  was  proved  that  the  warden  pur- 
chased all  those  articles  for  his  own  family  use. 
In  one  or  two  instances,  such  articles  were  bor- 
rowed and  returned.  It  was  also  proved  that 
potatoes  were  taken  from  the  state's  stores,  but 
it  was  not  proved  that  it  was  done  with  the 
warden's  knowledge.  It  was  also  proved  that 
the  state  and  the  warden  had  each  a  like  num- 
ber of  hogs,  kept  in  the  same  stye.  They  were 
fed  through  the  summer  from  the  wash  of  the 
warden's  kitchen,  and  of  the  Prison  cook  room, 
and  they  were  fattened  with  meal  from  the 
public  store. 

This  committee  have  no  means  of  knowing 
which  had  the  advantage  in  this  proceeding. 
They  have  no  doubt  but  it  was  an  error  in  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Connecticut 
Prison. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  the  (acts 
above  detailed,  that  they  furnish  no  evidence, 
that  the  warden  has  been  guilty  of  any  depre- 
dations upon  the  public  property. 

VIII.  The  eighth  charge  is,  that  the  prisoners 
were  Illegally  punished  for  breaches  of  the 
Prison  discipline. 

The  committee  find  that  In  aevettA  tatiuuNCMi 
the  inf ettat  offaera  ta*«  Ya\&  taxAa  >^^  \>w* 
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convicts;  but  they  did  it  to  Inforee  instant 
obedience  when  they  were  threatened  with 
bodily  barm.  The  committee  are  not  aware 
of  more  than  two  instances,  and  one  as  early 
as  the  year  1898,  when  one  witness  testified 
that  a  prisoner,  by  the  name  of  Nivers,  was 
shaken  and  pushed  down  by  Amos  Pilsbnry, 
because  he  did  not  work  fast  enough,  at  laving 
a  brick  floor.  The  committee  do  not  hesitate 
to  pronounce  this  as  a  clear  breach  of  the  by- 
law, which  provides  that  "no  officer  except 
the  warden  shall  strike,  beat,  or  punish  corpo- 
really, any  prisoner,  except  in  self-defence.'1 

One  specification  under  this  charge  is,  that 
the  beds  and  bedding  of  prisoners  have  been 
taken  from  them,  in  order  to  enforce  obedience 
to  the  rules  of  the  Prison. 

This  is  claimed  to  be  contrary  to  law,  and 
much  more  reprehensible  than  stripes. 

By  the  statute  law,  the  warden  may  confine 
the  convicts  at  labor,  or  punish  them,  by  put- 
ting fetters  or  shackles  on  them,  and  by  mode- 
rate whipping,  not  exceeding  ten  stripes  for 
any  one  offence,  or  by  confinement  in  dark  and 
solitary  cells.  The  by-laws  provide  that  each 
prisoner  is  to  take  the  utmost  care,  that  his 
cell  be  kept  neat,  and  that  his  furniture  be  not 
Injured :  and  in  default  of  observing  this  rule, 
his  bed,  bedding  and  bedstead  be  taken  from 
him.  until  he  will  conform. 

The  infliction  of  this  privation  was  found 
to  be  effectual.  It  was  applied  to  other  offences, 
and  in  a  great  measure  superseded  the  punish- 
ment by  whipping,  which  nas  very  seldom  been 
resorted  to  in  'this  Prison.  The  stoppage  of 
rations  has  never  been  practised  there. 

To  the  charge  that  it  is  illegal,  it  is  answered 
that  if  it  was  lawful  for  one  purpose,  it  was  for 
another. 

And  as  to  the  inhumanity,  it  was  strongly 
urged  that  the  fact  was  quite  the  other  way. 

If  a  prisoner  is  punished  for  any  offence  by 
whipping,  it  immediately  tends  to  confirm  his 
will,  to  rouse  his  resentment,  and  to  place  him, 
as  far  as  possible,  beyond  the  reach  of  that 
softened  feeling,  which  must  always  precede 
even  the  promise  of  reformation.  The  marks 
upon  his  lacerated  body  will  remain  an  indeli- 
ble record  of  bis  disgrace,  (for  even  a  convict 
can  feel  himself  disgraced,)  which  no  penitence, 
however  humble  or  sincere,  can  obliterate. 

In  taking  the  bed  of  a  prisoner,  he  is  left  to 
his  choice:  the  moment  he  submits,  a  rap  on 
his  cell  door  (which  can  be  heard  in  every  part 
of  the  hall)  will  bring  a  watchman  to  the  spot ; 
he  can  have  his  bed  again,  lay  himself  down 
upon  it,  and  go  to  sleep. 

Without  entering  further  into  the  argument 
on  either  side,  the  committee  would  close  this 
part  of  the  case,  by  reporting  that  this  substitute 
for  stripes  is  not.  in  their  opinion,  a  practical 
error  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this 
institution. 

IX.  The  last  charge  is,  that  the  prisoners 
were  permitted  to  leave  the  Prison. 

The  committee  find  that,  in  the  time  of  the 
elder  Mr.  Pilsbury  and  his  son  as  wardens, 
the  male  convicts  who  were  in  their  particular 
employ,  were  permitted  to  go  out  of  the  Prison, 
and  about  the  town  of  Wetherafield.  In  one 
or  more  instances,  the  convicts,  to  the  number 
of  three  or  four  at  a  time,  were  sent  with  a 

Ksrd  to  Hartford  in  a  boat.  The  committee 
ve  no  means  of  knowing  the  motive  for 
such  indulgences :  it  might  be  to  show  the  ex- 
tent of  moral  restraint,  which  these  wardens 
had  the  tact  to  impose  upon  their  prisoners. 
Iiet  the  cause  be  what  it  might,  this  committee 
report  it  as  an  error  which  has  not  often,  and 
probably  will  never  again  be  repeated. 
In  the  course  of  this  investigation,  it  was 


claimed,  on  the  part  of  the  agent  and 
for  the  state,  that  certain  prisoners  be  < 
as  witnesses. 

Without  entering  into  the  argument  which 
your  committee  heard,  as  to  the  competency  ef 
such  prisoners  as  had  not  been  convicted  of  a 
crime  which  is  contrary  to  honesty  and  b*> 
inanity,  and  which  shows  corruption  of  heart; 
and  without  wishing  to  be  understood  as  inti- 
mating any  legal  opinion  on  the  subject,  tat 
committee  refused  to  hear  the  testimony  of  any 
prisoner,  on  the  grounds, 

I.  That  they  were  not  sitting  as  a  judicial 
tribunal,  but  in  the  character  of  a  body  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature,  to  inform  them  on  a 
state  of  mcts,  upon  which  they  can  hereafter 
legislate.  These  facts  are  to  be  ascertained 
from  a  source  which  shall  fcy  entirely  free  fiasj 
suspicion. 

II.  Sound  policy  is  entirely  against  it,— 1st. 
The  feelings  of  the  prisoners  are  of  necessity 
against  the  officers ;  and  no  competent  men 
would  for  a  moment  hold  an  office  in  a  Prisoa 
where  he  would  be  liable  to  be  swent  imm  by 
an  exasperated  convict.— 3d.  It  will  be  known 
among  the  prisoners  that  such  examinatioas 
stay  be  had,  and  that  will  lead  to  acts  of  insab* 
ordination. 

III.  There  is  no  necessity  for  such  examina- 
tion. All  the  officers  and  directors  are  Usais 
to  be  examined.  The  Prison  is  open  to  vistas 
who  pay  for  the  privilege,  and  have  every  fa- 
cility to  make  discoveries. 

IV.  It  was  not  claimed  that  any  testimony 
could  be  obtained  to  substantiate  any  other 
charges  than  those  above  noticed.  The  effect 
would  be  that  the  testimony  sought  for 
merely  fortify  that  which  had  already 
given,  or  which  was  within  the  power  of  the 
parties  to  produce. 

The  committee  would  wish  to  be  understood 
as  embracing  in  the  above  charges,  and  their 
finding  upon  each  charge,  all  the  specifications, 
or  instance*  (if  misconduct,  applicable  thereto. 
They  are  not  aware  that  any  material  fact  has 
been  omitted,  wbich  would  in  the  least  vary 
their  statement.  The  committee  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  hear  all  the  testimony  which  had 
any  relation  to  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  this  Prison,  in  order  that  no  party  should 
hereafter  complain  that  he  was  not  fully  heard. 
This  committee  did  refuse  to  hear  testimony 
which  was  merely  personal.  Without  tres- 
passing longer  upon  the  patience  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  committee  would  close  this  re- 
port by  observing,  that,  after  a  review  of  all  tat 
testimony  which  has  been  produced  in  this 
investigation,  and  particularly  that  of  Governor 
Peters,  the  Hon.  John  Runs,  and  S.  H.  Hanting- 
ton,  Esq.,  former  directors  of  this  Prison,  tin 
committee  are  entirely  unanimous  in  this,  at 
in  every  other  part  of  their  report,  that  the 
several  reports  which  have  been  laid  before  tat 
Genera]  Assembly,  by  the  directors  of  .the  Con- 
necticut State  Prison,  or  a  majority  of  thee*, 
from  its  commencement— contain  a  true  state- 
ment of  its  affairs,  and  the  management  theratC 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  a.  WILSON,         \ 
JOSEPH  EATON,  J 

MORRIS  WOODRUFF,   ) 


To  the  Honorable  General  A**embtv  of  the 
StaU  of  Connecticut,  to  be  hoUm  at  New 
Haven,  May,  1832. 

The  directors  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison, 
in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the 
establishment  of  said  Prison, 
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that  the  concerns  of  the  institution 
r  commencing  on  the  first  of  April, 
closing  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
been  conducted  .generally,  pursuant 
wtablishlng  the  Prison.  The  princi- 
syatem  adopted  for  the  government 
ablishmenf  have  been  so  fully  de- 
previous  reports,  that  it  is  deemed 
•y  here  to  repeat  them  in  detail.  To 
>ver,  as  may  not  be  familiar  with  the 
inagement  and  government  of  the 
,  it  may  not  be  considered  improper 
9  some  of  the  leading  features  of  the 

duty  of  the  warden  of  the  Prison  to 
neral  superintending  charge  of  the 
ind  management  of  the  institution ; 
I  contracts,  purchases  and  sales  for, 
otint  of,  the  Prison  .and  to  keep  the 
accounts  thereof.  The  accounts  are 
i  to  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
ind  are  to  be  made  out  quarter-yearly 
rden,  and  exhibited  by  him  to  the 
nder  oath,  and  audited  and  settled 

of  the  work-shops  an  overseer  is 
whose  duty  it  is  to  take  the  imme- 
e  of  the  labor  of  the  prisoners  placed 
op,  and  to  keep  an  account  of  the 
*bed,  and  the  articles  manufactured 
from  said  shop,  and  also  of  the  dailv 
y  earning.*  of  each  convict  in  his 
:.  He  is  not  to  allow  any  conversa- 
m  the  prisoners,  or  any  irregularities 
trictly  enjoined  in  the  by-laws  to 
his  book  every  day,  before  9  o'clock 
rning,  the  name  of  each  prisoner 
charge  who  complains  of  being 
nd  is  to  report  the  same  to  the 
lis  deputy  ;  and  a  list  of  the  names  of 
reported,  is  to  be  placed  in  the  hos- 
he  attending  physician  muy  inquire 
everal  complaints,  and  direct  such 
>f  them  as,  on  examination,  he  may 
require. 

part  of  the  system  is,  to  prevent  the 
uring  their  confinement,  from  having 
ting  intercourse  with  each  other, 
•.port  of  the  directors  briefly  alluded 
lation  in  the  following  words,  which 
epeat: — 

first  place,  all  communication  be- 

prisoners,  either  directly  or  indi- 

ight  or  by  day,  is  prohibited.    We 

t  this  point  has,  to  every  purpose  of 

ility,  been  fully  attained ;  and  the 

rest  assured  that,  while  the  present 

observed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that 

sbcNild  leave  the  Prison  debased  by 

with  other  and  more  accomplished 

believe  that  the  means  of  mutual 

ire  effectually  cut  off." 

lets  confined  in  the  Prison  on  the 

ch,  18361,  as  appears  by  the  warden's 

5  174  males,  and  18  females,  making 

number  of  prisoners  199 ;  which  is 

of  10  since  the  last  report.    During 

r,  there  have  been  committed  to  the 

and  discharged  therefrom,  during 

»eriod,  by  the  expiration  of  their 

16 ;  pardoned  by  the  General  Assem- 

two  have  died. 

den's  report  exhibits  a  particular 
f  the  gross  amount  of  the  earnings 
Jets,  in  each  of  the  work-shops  and 
i  of  the  institution,  for  the  last  year, 
ive  *t  the  net  prq/U  of  the  work 
t  one  of  said  shops,  there  should  be 
om  the  amount  of  the  earnings  of 
u  stated  in  the  warden's  report,  a 
BJtable  proportkm  of  til  charges  for 
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feeding  and  clothing  the  prisoners,  together 
with  every  other  expense  arising  in  conducting 
and  managing  the  establishment. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  earnings  and 
avails  of  the  institution  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  last,  (including  576  dol- 
lars and  25  cents,  which  was  received  from 
Crsons  visiting  the  Prison,)  was  17,870  dol- 
■s  56  cents ;  the  whole  expenditures  for  the 
same  period,  9.157  dollars  3  cents :  leaving  a 
balance  of  profit,  after  defraying  all  expenses, 
of  8,713  dollars  53  cents. 

From  the  avails  of  the  institution,  the  warden 
has  paid  into  the  public  treasury  (by  order  of 
the  directors)  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
during  the  last  year;  after  which  payment, 
and  after  discharging  every  debt  due  for  the 
support  and  management  of  the  Prison,  there 
still  remained  a  balance  of  cash  in  the  hands 
of  the  warden,  of  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  eighty  six  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents,  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  establishment, 
which  are  daily  accruing. 

The  amount  of  the  earnings  of  the  Prison  the 
last  year  exceeds  that  of  the  preceding  year, 
3704  dollars  and  38  cents.  The  expenses  also 
exceed  those  of  the  preceding  year,  1814  dollars 
and  87  cents. 

The  increase  of  the  expenses  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  various  causes,  among  the  most  prom- 
inent of  which  is  a  salary  to  the  chaplain,  who 
has  been  appointed  for  the  Prison ;  the  compen- 
sation to  the  matron  and  her  assistant,  in  the 
female  department,  for  the  whole  year.  That 
department  commenced  its  operations,  as  at 
present  organized,  in  December,  1830;  conse- 
quently only  about  three  months  of  the  salaries 
of  those  officers  was  chargeable  te  the  expenses 
of  the  preceding  year.  To  which  may  be 
added,  the  clothing  and  supporting  an  increased 
number  of  convicts  during  the  year;  also  the 
necessary  expenditures  of  fitting  up  and  fur- 
nishing an  apartment,  in  a  suitable  manner,  for 
a  Sunday  school. 

The  New  Prison  establishment,  together  with 
its  alterations  and  improvements,  as  the  same 
is  now  completed,  (including  seventeen  acres 
and  thirty  rods  of  land  attached  to  it,)  has  cost 
forty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents;  forty 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars 
of  which  have  been  drawn  from  the  treasury 
under  different  appropriations  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

The  balance  of  said  cost,  amounting  to  1714 
dollars  and  37  cents,  was  received  by  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  erect  additions  to  the 
Prison,  in  labor  of  the  convicts,  under  an  agree- 
ment with  the  warden  for  their  services ;  which 
sum  has  been  placed,  by  order  of  the  legislature, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Prison,  as  a  part  of  its 
earnings  and  profits,  on  the  books  of  the  comp- 
troller ;  and  the  warden's  account  against  said 
commissioners  has  in  that  way  been  cancelled. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  state,  in  such 
a  manner  as  that  it  may  appear  at  one  view, 
what  has  been  the  progress,  and  what  the  avails 
of  the  new  establishment  since  the  removal 
of  the  consicts  from  what  was  called  New-Gate 
Prison  to  Wethersfield. 

The  Old  Prison  was  abandoned,  and  the  con- 
victs removed,  the  last  of  September,  1897.  On 
the  first  day  of  October,  in  toe  same  year,  the 
New  Prison  commenced  its  operations. 

The  accounts  of  the  Prison  have  been  uni- 
formly closed  on  the  31st  day  of  March  annually, 
and  the  reports  of  the  directors  have  been  made 
conformably  thereto.  Those  reports  state  the 
avails  of  the  establtahuMrtl,  aftnt  ^siUa>|\a% 
every  expense  of  Via  vunnsAtaA 
tobeMV*low»>'v\a, 
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From  October  1, 1627.  to  Much  31, 1898,  be- 
ing 6  months,  $1017  16 ;  for  the  year  ending 
Slat  March,  1829,  $3929  41 ;  for  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  1830,  $5068, 94 ;  for  the  year  closing 
Slat  March,  1831,  $7834  02 ;  for  the  year  closing 
31st  March.  1832,  $871353 ;— making  the  whole 
net  profits  tor  the  four  and  a  half  years  of  its 
operation,  $25,853  06. 

From  which  profits  the  following  sums  have 
been  paid  into  the  public  treasury,  by  order  of 
the  directors,  under  the  respective  dates : — In 
April,  1830,  by  the  former  warden,  $2500; 
March  31,  1831,  by  the  present  warden,  $4000  ; 
September  5,  1831  .by  the  present  warden, 
$1500  j  March  31, 1832,  by  the  present  warden, 
$5000  j— making  the  amount  or  cash  paid  into 
the  treasury,  13,000  dollars,  which,  with  the  sum 
of  1714  dollars  and  27  cents,  being  for  the  labor 
of  the  convicts  in  erecting  the  Prison  buildings, 
(as  before  stated,)  makes  an  aggregate  of  14,714 
dollars  and  27  cents  of  the  original  cost  of  the 
establishment,  which  has  been  reimbursed  to 
the  state  from  the  avails  of  the  operations  of 
the  Prison.  The  residue  of  the  profits  before 
stated,  amounts  to  11,139  dollars  and  79  cents, 
and  consists  of  a  balance  of  cash  in  the  hands 
of  the  warden,  which  has  before  been  stated, 
with  the  book  debts  and  notes  of  hand  due  go 
the  institution,  and  the  stock  of  raw  materials 
and  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  together 
with  the  bedding,  furniture,  provisions,  me- 
chanics' tools  and  other  articles  for  the  use  of 
the  establishment ;  a  particular  inventory  of 
which  has  been  made  by  the  warden,  on  the 
same  principle  which  has  been  customary  in 
previous  years.  The  raw  material  of  stock  on 
band  is  inventoried  at  cost,  and  manufactured 
articles  at  something  less  than  selling  prices. 
The  other  articles  are  inventoried,  some  at  the 
cost,  others  at  some  deduction  from  cost,  and 
all  at  a  price  which  cannot  be  very  far  from 
their  real  value,  for  the  use  of  the  establish- 
ment. The  inventory  is  at  hand,  and  may  be 
examined  if  required. 

The  rations  established  for  the  prisoners  in 
the  by-law,  published  with  the  directors'  re- 
port. May,  1830,  were  as  follows,  viz. 

"  The  rations  for  each  convict  per  day  shall 
be  one  pound  of  beef;  one  pound  of  bread,  to 
be  made  of  rye  flour,  and  corn  meal  unbolted ; 
five  bushels  of  potatoes  to  each  hundred  rations ; 
and  a  porridge  for  supper,  to  be  made  of  twenty 
pounds  of  corn  meal  and  six  quarts  of  peas  to 
each  hundred  rations.  Each  convict  to  be  fur- 
nished with  pepper  and  salt." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  the  14th  day 
of  October  last,  on  due  deliberation  and  con- 
sultation with  the  physician  of  the  Prison,  the 
directors  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion, 
that  it  was  expedient  and  proper  to  make  some 
additions  and  alterations  to  the  former  rations 
of  the  prisoners,  and  established  the  following, 
vis.  1  pound  of  salt  beef  four  days  in  a  week  ; 
12  ounces  of  pork  one  day  in  a  week ;  1  pound 
of  salt  codfish  one  day  in  a  week ;  and  soup 
one  day,  to  be  made  from  beef,  mutton 
or  veal ;  the  quantity  to  be  equal  in  value  to 
an  average  ration  of  salt  beef,  together  with 
the  necessary  vegetables  and  rice;  1  and  a 
quarter  pound  of  bread,  to  be  made  of  two 
parts  rye,  and  one  part  corn  meal  unbolted ;  5 
bushels  of  potatoes,  8  quarts  of  peas  or  beans, 
8  pounds  rice,  and  20  pounds  of  Indian  meal  for 
a  porridge  for  supper,  to  every  hundred  rations, 
and  a  sufficiency  of  salt  and  pepper. 

The  female  department  was  organized  under 
a  matron  and  her  assistant,  in  December,  1830. 
From  the  experience  we  have  had  of  its  ope- 
rations, and  the  low  price  at  which  female 
labor  is  estimated,  we  are  satisfied,  that  with 
the  present  number  oi  fomato  towrVaa,TO  ca*- 


tract  could  be  made  for  their  employees*, 
which  would  render  it  a  profitable  part  of  the 
establishment,  after  defraying  the  expenses  of 
its  support  and  management.  If  it  shall  be 
found,  on  any  reasonable  estimate  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the  convicts,  to  support  itself,  itisemUs 
as  much  as  can  be  expected.  There  are  con- 
siderations more  important  than  those  of  a 
pecuniary  nature,  involved  in  maintaining  this 
department  as  it  has  been  established.  Tat 
female  convicts,  previous  to  the  appointment  of 
a  matron,  were  confined  in  a  room  together, 
without  any  person  whose  duty  it  was  con- 
stantly to  superintend  their  conduct.  Thai 
situated,  they  were  often  idle  and  disorderly, 
and  frequently  quarrelled  with  each  other. 
They  are  now  reduced  to  a  state  of  sabonU- 
natlon  and  good  order ;  are  lodged  in  sepais* 
cells,  as  the  male  convicts  are  :  and  when  their 
health  will  admit,  are  required  to  perform  iff- 
ular  and  daily  labor.  A  part  of  the  feaMH 
prisoners  are  let  out  on  contract,  to  maaafcc 
tore  segars,  at  12  1-2  cents  per  day. 

Nearly  one  half  the  number  confined  tot  bst 
year,  who  were  able  to  labor,  have  been  em- 
ployed, under  the  direction  of  the  matron,  is 
cooking  the  rations  for  the  whole  Prison,  asi 
in  washing,  making  and  mending  the  dotats 
of  the  prisoners.  Their  work  has  been  dost 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  food  is  better 
cooked  than  it  was  by  the  male  convicts,  ant 
it  is  served  up  to  them  in  a  wanner  and  men 
palatable  state  than  it  was  practicable  to  hate 
it  done  under  the  previous  arrangement.  By 
transferring  the  cooking  and  washing  to  the 
female  department,  the  men  who  used  to  so 
that  work,  are  now  employed  more  profitably 
to  the  state  :  and  the  labor  of  the  females  hai 
been  turned  to  more  profitable  account  thn 
could  have  been  done  in  any  other  way. 

The  matron,  who  superintends  the  cooking 
department,  personally  attends  to  weigbiaf 
and  delivering  the  rations,  as  eioablished,  asi 
daily  enters  in  a  book,  kept  for  that  purpose, 
the  quantity  delivered  each  day,  and,  at  the 
expiration  of  each  quarter,  makes  oath  to  her 
account. 

The  report  of  the  attending  physician  wifl 
furnish  a  particular  statement  of  the  beaks 
and  management  of  those  under  his  rare. 

As  to  the  statement  in  this  report,  that"frar 
of  the  prisoners  have  had  their  feet  more  or  left 
frozen,  one  severely  ;*'  it  becomes  our  duty  ts 
remark,  that,  until  we  read  that  statement,  we 
were  wholly  ignorant  that  any  vucb  ninVriac 
had  existed  among  the  convicts.  We  h-ive 
visited  the  Prison  as  often  as,  and  in6*J 
oftener  than  is  required  by  the  statute  r<  fil- 
iating our  duties  as  directors  ;  we  havealw»>* 
inquired  into  the  complaints  of  tlio-*e  we  1ohm4 
in  the  hospital.  One  man  in  the  bo>;ital 
informed  us,  that,  some  >eare  acs  and  before 
he  came  to  the  Prison,  he  froze  his  feet,  and 
that,  since  that  time,  when  severe  cold  weather 
came  on,  his  feet  had  troubled  him  :  with  that 
exception,  we  have  never  heard  a  complaint 
of  frozen  limbs  from  any  of  the  prisoner* ;  ui< 
had  we  learnt  that  such  was  the  condition  of 
any  one,  either  from  the  convict*  themselves, 
or  from  the  attending  physician,  until  we  read 
it  in  his  report ;  nor  had  we  reason  to  ta» 
pect  that  such  might  be  their  condition  from  the 
temperature  of  the  atmosphere  in  any  of  the 
apartments  occupied  by  the  ptiaoners. 

We  have  inquired  of  the  warden,  the  deputy 
warden,  the  chaplain,  and  the  pen-nns  emplo>rd 
as  overseers  ana  watchmen  in  the  Prison,  and 
they  all  state  they  have  never  known  the  at 
mosphere,  either  in  the  work -shops  or  hall  sur- 
rounding the  cells,  so  cold  as  to  render  them  so 
^TOMH&Snttafeto  to  the  occupants,  as  that  Ihj 
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remote  danger  of  injury  by  frost  coold  in 

Mtimatfon  be  apprehended. 

also  remark  that  greater  efforts  have  been 

and  greater  expense  incurred,  in  enu- 
ring to  warm  the  apartments  of  the  Prison 
I  the  winter  past,  than  in  any  former 

and  the  clothing  of  the  prisoners  has 
equally  warm.  Under  these  circum- 
e,  we  learned  with  surprise  that  any  of 
nvicts  bad  suffered  as  stated  by  the  phy- 
;  and  were  no  less  surprised  that  the 
as  not  communicated  to  the  directors  at 
lier  day. 

moral  condition  and  improvement  of  the 
era.  for  the  year  past,  are  exhibited  in  the 

of  the  chaplain,  herewith  submitted, 
fcbly  to  the  requisitions  of  the  act  passed 

last  session  of  the  legislature,  the  di- 
i  have  appointed  the  Rev.  J.  Barrett 
in  of  the  Prison.  Under  his  tuperin- 
ice,  a  Sunday  school  has  been  organised 
Hnmenced  in  the  Prison.  The  success 
has  attended  its  operations,  as  well  as 
neral  course  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
in,  will  be  learned  from  his  report. 
Bgards  the  prospects  of  the  Institution,  in 
nJary  point  of  view,  for  the  year  just 
snced,  we  would  remark,  that  contracts 
e  employment  of  the  prisoners  have 
j  been  entered  into  by  the  warden,  em- 
%  a  great  portion  of  the  year,  on  such 
as  lead  us  to  anticipate  as  favorable 
,  as  from  the  operations  of  any  previous 

re  closing  this  report,  the  undersigned 
t  a  duty  they  owe  the  public,  as  well  as 
of  justice  to  the  warden,  to  express  our 
1  with  regard  to  the  general  management 
Prison  concerns  for  the  last  year.  We 
ndeavored,  throughout  the  year,  to  keep 
ant  oversight  on  the  conduct  of  those 
ive  had  charge  of  the  government  and 
ine  of  the  Prison ;  ana  we  are  happy 
ig  able  to  state,  that  nothing  has  fallen 
our  observation  to  impair  our  confidence 
r  fidelity  to  the  state,  or  in  their  judicious 
asonable  government  of  the  convicts, 
the  public  interest  has  been  faithfully 
;ed,  as  is  clearly  indicated  by  the  pe- 
r  results  of  the  year,  we  are  persuaded 
te  feelings  of  humanity  have  not  been 
xded,  in  the  discipline  and  general  treat- 
f  the  prisoners, 
rhieh  is  respectfully  submitted. 


JOHN  RUBS,  ) 

8.  H.  HUNTINGTON,   J 


Director*. 


arts  Report  to  the  General  Assembly 
vt  Slate  of  Connecticut,  to  be  convened 
ew  Haven,  May  31, 1892. 

warden  of  the  8tate  Prison  would  ask 
to  lay  before  your  honorable  body  a 
snt  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures, 
r  with  a  general  view  of  the  fiscal  con- 
»f  the  Prison,  for  the  year  ending  March 
2. 

INCOME. 


and   tools 
und,  March 
Ol, 

ilnee  por- 
>d  Repairs, 
of 


Ass. 
004  37 


p«y 


$h*§* 


Brought  forward .  $1,188  89 

Received       ana 

charged       for 

work        done 

and      articles 

sold  during  the 

past  year  per- 
taining        to 

smith  shop, . .    9,675  68 
Stock  and  tools 

on  band, March 

31,  1839, 649  04 

3,394  79 

Exceeding     the  __ 

disbursements 

on  account  of 

this  shop, 9,138  33 


Coopers3  Step . 


Stock  and  (tools 
on  nand.Marcb 
31. 1831, 

Stock  since  pur- 
chased, fcc. . . . 

Received  and 
charged  for  ar- 
ticles sold  dur- 
ing the  year. . 

Stock  and  tools 


45118 
675  47 


1,343  48 


1,196  65 


on  hand, March 

31,1839 318  63 


Exceeding     the 
disbursements 
on  account  of 
this  shop, 


1,669  11 


.535  46 


Stock  and  tools 
on  hand, March 
31.1831, 

Stock  fcc.  since 
purchased,  pay 
of  overseer  jScc. 


Sfcss  Skip. 


148  79 


557  70 


Received  and 
charged  for 
work,  done 
chiefly  on  con- 
tract,     5,719  63 

Stock  and  tools 
on  band,March 
31,1839, 136  07 


706  49 


5,848  70 


Exceeding     the 
disbursements 
on  account  of 
this     shop, 5,149 

Stock  and  tools 

on  hand,March 

31,1831, 1,378  85 

Paid  freight  and 

commissions 

on  sales  in  New 

York, 66  77 

1,445  69 


Received 
charged  for 
nails,  Ice.  sold 
during  the  past 
year  to  close 
the  concern,.. 

Exceeding  the 
disbursements 
for  nail  shop,. 


1/456  33 


.Ma  IV 


CraisjA  fbfwv&v 
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Brought  forward, $7,896  78 


Stock  and  tools 
onband,March 
31.1831,. 1,388  79 

Stock  and  tools 
since  pur- 
chased, pay  of 
overseer,  fcc    2,809  37 

BeeeiTed       and 

charged       for 

work  done  and 

articles  sold,...    7,519  18 
Stock  and  tools 

on  hand,March 

31,1833, 1,399  04 

Exceeding  the 
disbursements 
on  account  of 


3,998  14 


8,848  99 


this  shop, 4,850  06 


OuurSkop. 
Stock  and   tools 
on  band, March 

31,1831, 1,814  01 

Stock  and  tools 
since  pur- 

chased, pay  of 
overseer,     etc   8,154  43 

Received       and 

charged       for 

articles      sold 

the  past  year,  11,594  83 
Stock  and  tools 

on  hand.March 

31,  1839, 9,955  16 


9,968  44 


Exceeding      the 
disbursements 
on  account  of 
this  shop, 


14,479  98 


4,511  54 


Female  Department. 

Furniture,  tools, 
&.c.  on  hand, 
March  31,1831,         54  55 

Furniture  pur- 
chased since, 
pay  of  matron, 
fee 


377  58 


Received       and 

charged       for 

work  done  the 

past  year, 434  39 

Furniture,  tools, 

etc.   on  hand, 

March  31, 1833,         69  00 

Exceeding      the 
disbursements 
on  account  of 
this       depart- 
ment,  , 


439  13 


496  39 


.•64  96 


EXPENDITURES. 

Ft  Jisaisstnt. 

Provisions       on 

hand,     March 

31,1831, 806  4ft 

Provisions     pur- 

chased    since,   5,935  04 

-H—    6,041  46 

Sold  hides,  tal- 
low, nests' 
tongues,     etc.       659  04 

Provisions  on 
hand,  March 
31,18^9. 1,604  56 

9^856  60 

Leaving         for  — — 

amount     con- 

sumed, .3,784 

^^BJSSVSSfBJSSSM       ■SSSSaSS'     «a»^^B^BBW«^^g  • 

Clothing       and 

bedding       on 

hand      March 

31,  1831 1,308  98 

Purchased 

since 993  33 

9^00  95 

Clothing  and 
bedding  on 
hand  March 
31,1839 1,410  50 

Leaving  for 
amount  con- 
sumed.  .SB! 


Furniture  and 
fuel  on  hand 
March31.1831,       931  75 

Paid  warden's, 
deputy  war- 
den's and 
chaplain's  sal- 
aries, watch- 
men's wages, 
subsistence, 
fuel,  and  in- 
cidental ex- 
penses for  the 
past  year, 4,919  53 

Received  and 
charged  for  ar- 
ticles sold,  etc       966  69 

Furniture,  icon 
hand  March 
31,1839, 1,030  38 

Expended  under 


5^44  98 


1,296  98 


this    head, 3£47 


Received  for  in- 
terest the  past 
year, 41  67 

Received  of  per- 
sons visiting 
the  Prison  the 
past  year, 576  95 


617  99 


Total  amount  of  receipts, $17,870  56 

*  The  eookW .  vaibioc,  and  numritnf  fcr  the 
lkhn»ot  baa been  dooTby  u»  fenwlaj,  fee  <m\ 


Medicine,  stores, 
etc.  on  hand 
March  31, 
1831, 

Paid  for  medi- 
cine, hospital 
stores  and  phy- 
sician's bills 
during  the 
past  year,.... 

Medicine,  &x.  on 
hand  March 
31,1832, 


Hospital. 


47  13 


378  69 


63  09 


Leaving  for  amount  consumed 
\  hxMPUDX  <*n\«Atec«%xd.v 
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orward, $8,884  71 

nd  improvements  balanced 

t  and  low, 973  33 

mnt  of  expenditures, 9,157  03 

mined  the  institution, ....    8,713  53 

$17,870  56 
RECAPITULATION. 

9,138  33 

op, 535  46 

?, * 5,149  98 

, 10  71 

«'  shop, 4,850  06 

p, 4,511  54 

tepartment, 64  96 

Bceived, 41  G7 

from  visitors 576  95 

mnt  of  income, .$17,370  56 

Expenditure*. 

», 3,784  86 

ind  bedding, 889  75 

tbsistence,  fuel,  etc 3JJ47  30 

362  80 

id  improvements, 979  39 

mnt  of  expenditures, 9,157  03 

tin  to  the  institution, 8,713  53 

$17,870  56 


SCHEDULE  A. 


\tatanent  of  Property  on  hand. 

rison,  March  31, 1831.  March 

, 148  79 

•bop, 451  18 

■'shop,   ....1388  79 

p, 604  37 

1378  85 

nd  bedding,  1306  99 

in     house ' 
ion,    515  95  509  84 

ind  out-door  >931  75 
tnts,  414  00  597  54 

9  50 

»op, 

ipartment, . 


31,1839. 
136  07 
318  63 

1399  04 
649  04 

1410  50 


1030  38 


8  00 

54  55 

806  49 

'. 47  13 

p, 1814  01 


amount  of 
the     past 


6940  C9 


69  00 
1604  56 

63  09 
9955  16 

$9558  40 


616 


71)  $9558  40 


SCHEDULE  B. 

Statement  of  Debts. 

March 
4.8 


797  91 


5,00  77 
875 


Much 


■€)•••« 


5,818  03 


3,530  88 
811  17 


4,341  M 


4,341  90 


13 


1,37*03 


Cwh  on  hand,  Much  81, 1831, .  1.384  U 
Caah  on  hand,  Much 

31,1889, 8,888  81 

Caah  pud  treasurer, 

Sept.  5i  1881,  per 

order  of  dfcvcton,  .    1,500  80 
Caah  paid  treaetuer, 

Much    81,     1888, 

per  order, 5,000  00 

8^88  88 

lacraaatd  balance  of caah,.. ....—— —  7,85181 

Balance  of  cominfa- 

•ionen' account,  by 

onlerof  Aeeemwy. 

1831, 1,718  84 

Decreased      balance 

broufht  down, ....    1,378  08 

Incwed  bmknce  of  accoonia, ..................       448  81 

Incnaeed  uoooot  of  property  om  hand,  par  eehed- 
ole  A, 817  71 

Total  amount  of  balance*,  gam  to  the  hwUtuthiii,  $8,713  58 

AMOS  PILSBURY,  Wmrdtn. 

Stole  PrUon,  Wo*\*T9JUA%  { 
April  7, 1888.  $ 


Statement  of  Prisoner*. 

Whole  number  March  31st,  1831, 189 

Since  received,  to  March  31st,  1839,..    65 

—  947 
Discharged  during  the  year  by  expira- 
tion of  sentence, • 46 

Pardoned  by  Assembly,  1831, 7 

Died, 9 

Escaped,  (none; • 

—  55 

Total  in  confinement  March  31st,  1839,         199 

White  Males, 143 

White  Females, 13 

—  156 

Colored  Males. 31 

Colored  Females, 5 

—  36 

Total  number, 199 

Convicted  of  tkejblhvini  Crimes  t— 

Burglary,  69 ;  bigamy,  1 ;  attempt  to  poison, 
9 ;  horse  stealing,  17 ;  attempt  to  rape,  10 ;  at- 
tempt to  kill,  98 ;  attempt  to  murder,  3 ;  man- 
slaughter, 4;  forgery,  10;  passing  counterfeit 
money,  10;  adultery,  15;  murder  commuted, 
1 ;  rape  commuted,  9  j  breaking  prison,  4 ; 
abuse  of  female  child,  9;  robbery,  3;  incest 
and  attempt  to  kill,  9;  perjury,  9;  theft,  19. 
Total,  199. 

Under  the  age  of  20  years,  18:  from  90  to  30 
years,  73;  from  30 to 40 years, 59:  from  40  to 50 
years,  30 ;  from  50  to  60  years,  l0 ;  from  60  to 
70  years,  7 ;  over  70  years,  9.    Total,  199. 

*m*nt^9  ifJ     e^^ejunjaj^Bjanjaj^eaaaj  ■ 


Atoms*  eftJufoOowing  8UU*  or  Countris*  i— 


Connecticut,  109 ;  New  York,  91 ;  Massacbo- 
setts,  14;  Rhode  Island,  19;  New  Jersey,  4; 
England,  4 ;  New  Hampshire,  3:  Vermont,  5 ; 
Pennsylvania,  1 ;  Ireland,  4 :  West  Indies,  4 ; 
Maryland,  1 :  Scotland,  1 :  Canada,  1 ;  Africa, 
1.    Total,  199. 


160 


PRISON  DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY. 


F. 

Extract  from  the  Message  from  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  January  2, 
1833. 

Our  Penitentiary  establishments  have  here- 
tofore received,  as  they  certainly  deserved,  the 
peculiar  regard  of  the  legislature.  To  such  in- 
stitutions philanthropists  have  long  looked  fur 
a  diminution  of  human  sufferings,  moralists  for 
a  check  to  human  depravity,  and  statesmen  for 
a  valuable  improvement  in  the  attaint  of  gov- 
ernment. The  results  anticipated  from  this 
system  were,  the  almost  entire  abolition  of  san- 
guinary punishments,  the  reformation  of  delin  - 
quents,  the  decrease  of  crimes,  and  the  relief  of 
the  public,  to  a  great  extent,  from  the  onerous 
burden  of  supporting  those  who,  by  a  violation 
of  the  laws,  should  forfeit  the  rights  and  privi 
leges  belonging  to  obedient  citizens,  and  render 
themselves  unworthy  as  well  as  unsafe  nn-m- 
bers  of  society.  In  some  considerable  degree 
these  anticipations  have  been  realized.  \  our 
benevolent  feelings  will  come  in  aid  of  your 
sense  of  duty  to  urge  you  on,  to  do  whatever 
yet  remains  to  be  done  to  improve  the  system, 
and  make  it  subserve,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
beneficial  ends  for  which  it  was  instituted.  The 
full  consideration  which  this  subject  received 
from  my  immediate  predecessor,  and  the  sound 
views  and  wise  suggestions,  not  only  in  relation 
to  the  State  Prisons,  but  to  subordinate  estab- 
lishments, contained  in  his  annual  messages, 
render  it,  as  I  conceive,  unnecessary  for  me  to 
enlarge  upon  these  topics.  There  is  also 
another  reason  which  induces  me  to  abstain 
from  them  at  this  time.  At  the  last  session  of 
the  legislature,  the  bouse  of  assembly  appointed 
a  committee  to  visit  the  Bute  Prisons,  to  exam- 
ine the  manner  in  which  their  accounts  are  kept 
and  their  affairs  conducted,  and  to  report  the 
result  to  the  legislature.  This  examination  has 
been  made ;  and  you  may  expect,  at  an  earlv 
day  in  the  present  session,  a  report  whirh  will 
furnish  such  information  as  you  may  require  to 
guide  your  legislation  on  this  interesting  subject. 
In  the  course  of  the  last  summer,  the  epidemic 
cholera  made  its  appearance  in  the  Prison  tit 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  prevailed  there  for  about 
forty-five  days.  The  number  of  cases  was  three 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  the  death*  one 
hundred  and  three.  On  receiving  notice  of 
this  event,  the  executive,  with  commendntile 
promptness,  repaired  to  the  Prison,  in  order  that 
the  most  efficient  assistance  should  be  given  to 
the  sick,  and  the  best  measures  taken  to  check 
the  ravages  of  the  disease,  and  abridge  the  pe- 
riod of  its  duration. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  prevalence  of  the  ep- 
idemlc  in  this  institution  has  indicated  the  ne- 
cessity of  any  further  legislation  in  regard  to 
our  Penitentiary  establishments,  except  the 
adoption  of  a  provision  excluding,  for  a  proper 
period,  all  convicts  coming  from  places  where 
contagious  or  epidemic  diseases  of  a  malig- 
nant character  prevail,  and  for  keeping  the  per- 
sons thus  excluded  in  some  healthful  situation, 
until  they  can  be  introduced  with  safety  among 
the  other  prisoners. 

The  number  of  convicts  belonging  to  this  Pris- 
on, Including  the  females  confined  at  Bellevue, 
is  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six.  Two  hundred 
and  seventy-three  have  been  received  into  it 
during  the  last  year.  This  number  is  sixty- 
five  less  than  that  of  the  year  preceding.  The 
total  number  of  deaths,  including  those  by  the 
cholera,  is  one  hundred  and  forty-five.  One 
hundred  and  sixty-five  convicts  have  been  dis- 
charged on  the  exptafitaa  ot  feta  i**\«u£*i%\ 


sixty  were  transferred  to  the  Prison 
and  thirty-two  pardoned.  By  rai 
prevalence  of  the  cholera,  the  final 
of  this  Prison  do  not  exhibit  tk 
result  that  was  anticipated.  A  ful 
in  relation  not  only  to  this  sub> 
the  entire  operations  of  this  estabto 
be  submitted  to  you  in  the  annual  r 
inspectors. 

The  account  from  the  State  PrisM 
presents  a  highly  gratifying  result.  '. 
of  convicts  in  it  at  this  time  in  sixh 
seventy-nine.  One  hundred  and  la 
were  received  into  it,  pursuant  to  U 
of  courts,  between  the  fin>:  day  of  Ji 
and  thv  twenty-wcoiid  day  of  I'ecenr 
iiip.  This  is  twenty  -seven  W*%  thai 
lier  received  there  the  preceding  , 
hundred  and  fourteen  bate  been  dii 
reason  of  the  expiration  of  the  period 
they  were  sentenced  ;  twenty -neven 
pinioned  ;  twelve  have  died,  and  o 
leased  by  tin:  order  of  the  ^uprvmeC 
hum  charged  during  the  >car  cadi 
thirtieth  of  September  last,  fur  Ike 
the  convict*,  to  those  who  employe 
forty  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
and  thirty-two  cents  ;  and  the  expei 
the  general  support  and  repairs  of  l 
including  the  expenses  of  erecting  a  > 
one  hundred  feet  long  and  forty  ' 
amounted  to  thirty-eight  thousand 
dred  and  five  dollars  and  thirty- 
The  legislature  directed,  at  its  last  a 
hundred  and  twenty  additional  celh 
in  this  Prison,  and  authorized  the  | 
fix  thousand  dollars  from  the  treasn 
purpose,  if  it  should  become  nccessa 
tion  to  the  unexpended  balance  in  U 
the  agent,  accruing  from  the  earoi 
convicts.  These  cells  hjive  been  b 
the  p:i*t  season,  from  the  avail*  of  t 
the  convict*,  without  resorting  fur 
this  appropriation.  The»e  addition: 
enable  the  iwui  to  assign  a  sepai 
each  convict,  thereby  Hiving  full  rife 
untile  impr>i\einent  in  Prison  disripl 

I:  is  worthy  of  remark,  th.-.i  then 
no  couvictic  ti  for  murder  or  other  cat 
in  this  state  riunnc  the  past  year;  a 
whole,  number  of  sentence*  to  the  St 
during  the  Mine  |>eriod.  ha*  been 
!e*s  than  thoce  of  the  pretedingyeai 

I  rnnii'.:  reconcile  it  to  my  sense 
pawn  from  this  subject  w  ithout  colli 
tent  ion,  an  my  immediate  predere* 
peatedlv  r.nd  c  trnestlv  done,  to  whs 
Hunded  uonM  be  n  \i*.lu.il.le  irapn 
our  I  riiiU  unary  system— the  erects 
arate  l'rixwi  for  female  convicts. 


G. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  State 
AVir    York, 

Mr.  Macdonald,  from  the  commit! 
Pri*on«,  reported :  That  they  hare 
consideration  I  lie  subject  of  erect! 
rate  Prison  for  the  female  convicts  o 
The  propriety  of  this  measure  has  bf 
recommended  to  the  lecislature  in 
message*  of  the  executive,  in  the  ir 
inspectors  of  our  Prisons,  and  in  f 
different  committee*  of  the  legislatui 
this  subject  has  been  referred,  that  t 
pear  almost  superfluous  for  this  eo 
%xx*\ay.  u»  add  one  word  in  favor  of  i 
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ag,  however,  most  fully  in  the  opinions 
he  present  committee  feel  it  to  be  their ' 
i  call  the  attention  of  the  senate  again  to 
bject,  as  one  that  claims  their  early  and 
>le  action. 

n  scarcely  be  necessary  to  speak  of  the 
ible  condition  of  our  female  state  convicts, 
rill  be  found  fully  set  forth  in  the  annual 
i  of  our  8tate  Prisons  for  this  and  the  pre- 
years.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  say  here, 
bile  so  much  has  been  done  for  the  im- 
oent  of  our  existing  State  Prisons,  and  the 
intent  and  discipline  of  our  male  convicts, 
ig  has  been  done,  nothing  has  even  been 
Med,  in  behalf  of  the  females.  They  are 
nflned  together,  after  the  worst  manner 
old  system,  with  hardly  a  single  effort  at 
ine,  instruction  or  reformation.  Whilst 
i  and  public  benevolence  are  constantly 
lag  for  objects  upon  whom  to  bestow  their 
lis  class  of  unfortunate  beings  seem  to 
been  entirely  overlooked.  Their  forlorn 
legtected  situation  remains  almost  an 
dy  in  our  legislation,  and  in  the  exertions 
leral  charity. 

proposition  of  a  separate  Prison  for  the 
i  convicts  of  this  state,  is  recommended 
'era!  strong  considerations. 

were  united  to,  or  located  near  one  of 
ber  Prisons,  the  knowledge  of  this  prox- 
would  be  well  known  to  the  inmates  of 
■ftabUshments.  The  employment  of  the 
bs  would  probably  be  connected  in  some 
rith  that  of  the  Prison  for  males,  and  might 
present  opportunity  for  attempts  to  hold 
uication  between  them.  Even  the  yard 
necessary  for  air  and  exercise  to  the  fc- 
j  would  afford  perhaps  such  opportunity. 

the  possibility  of  communication  could 
irely  guarded  against,  the  very  conscious- 
t  their  nearness  to  each  other,  might  af- 
te  discipline,  and  retard  the  moral  culture 
h  Prisons.  Attempts  at  communication 
certainly  do  this.  Probably  the  greatest 
r  of  this  kind  to  be  apprehended,  would 
n  discharged  convict*,  who  might  linger 
1  the  Prison  for  such  purpose, 
e  Prison  for  females  is  connected  with 
the  other  Prison*,  it  would  be  likely  to 
but  secondary  interest ;  and  might,  and 
e  measure  perhaps  would,  be  suffered  to 
ih,  in  its  effort*  at  improvement,  and  to 
I  itself;  and,  indeed,  in  all  the  respects  for 
such  a  Prison  is  desirable, 
expense  of  a  separate  establishment,  it  is 
d,  would  not  exceed  that  of  one  united 
ither  of  the  other  Prisons.  No  guards 
be  required  for  it,  and,  after  its  erection, 
unemtion  would  be  desired  by  the  board 
•ctors.  In  either  ease  the  females  nuiHt 
3parate  keepers  to  tike  charge  of  them. 

services  of  n  matron,  and  others  neces- 

the  establishment,  but  comparatively 
ilftriea  would  be  required, 
'runiuirtee  also  have  no  doubt,  but  that 
hinc  can  be  anticipated  (as  they  con  ft  - 
believe)  from  the  efforts  of  individual 
lence,  for  the  moral  improvement  of  these 
natc  women,  that  this  object  may  more 
y  be  exported  at  a  separate  Prison,  and 
ited  in  the  vicinity  of  a  city, 
some  examination  and  reflection  upon 
ject,  the  committee  are  induced  to  rec- 
d  that  the  city  of  Albany,  or  its  im- 
i  neighborhood,  be  fixed  upon  as  the  most 
place  for  the  establishment  of  a  State 
for  females.  The  situation  in  decidedly 
,  for  the  transportation  of  this  class  of 
i,  which  will  thus,  in  this  respect,  oc- 
iie  least  passible  expense.  It  is  deemed 
t  convicts  can  be  as  usefully  employed, 


and  as  cheaply  supported  at  this,  as  at  any 
other  place.  And  what  appears  to  the  com- 
mittee of  no  small  importance,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution  will  be  under  the  view 
of  the  public  functionaries  of  the  state,  and  with- 
in the  yearly  supervision  of  the  legislature. 

It  appears  by  the  last  annual  reports  of  the 
Auburn  and  Mount  Pleasant  State  Prisons, 
which  are  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  that* 
at  the  date  of  those  reports,  there  were  confined: 
at  Auburn  twenty-five,  and  at  Belle vue  thirty- 
six  female  convicts.  Those  confined  at  Belle- 
vue  are  supported  at  an  expense  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  each  per  annum,  which  is  paid  oat 
of  the  funds  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  State  Prison. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera,  last 
summer,  at  Bellevue,  eight  of  the  female  state 
convicts  died,  and  eleven  made  their  escape 
amidst  the  confusion  which  prevailed  there  in 
consequence  of  that  fatal  disease.  The  num- 
ber of  these  convicts  is  therefore  smaller  now 
than  by  the  last  year's  reports  of  those  Prisons, 
being  at  this  time  about  sixty-one. 

From  a  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 
the  committee  are  induced  to  believe,  that  the 
expense  of  building  the  proposed  Prison  will 
not  bo  as  great  as  has  heretofore  been  appre- 
hended. It  seems  evident  that  the  erection  of 
one  hundred  separate  cells  will  be  quite  suffi- 
cient at  this  time.  These  may  be  constructed 
with  much  less  attention  to  strength,  and  con- 
sequently much  more  cheaply,  than  cells  for  the 
male  convicts.  The  house  for  the  keeper,  and 
other  appurtenances,  may  also  be  so  simplified 
in  their  arrangement  and  construction,  as  ma- 
terially to  limit  the  expenditure.  A  building  of 
brick  will  be  sufficiently  strong  in  all  respects, 
and  will  be  less  expensive  than  one  of  stone j 
and  if  stone   is   needed   for  coping,   and  for 

!)osts,  sills  and  lintels  to  the  doors  and  windows, 
t  can  be  conveniently  obtained  from  the  Mount 
Pleasant  State  Prison.  It  is  proposed,  also,  that 
the  commissioners  who  may  be  appointed  to 
construct  the  Prison,  shall  be  authorized,  at  their 
discretion,  either  to  erect  the  same  by  contract, 
or  to  employ,  if  it  shall  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
state,  the  male  convicts  from  one  of  the  other 
Prisons,  as  was  done  in  the  erection  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant  State  Prison. 

It  is  proper  to  say  here,  that  it  is  understood 
that  the  city  of  Albany  will  grant  to  the  state, 
free  of  expense,  sufficient  land  for  the  Prison 
and  its  appurtenances.  A  Mr.  Burrows  also, 
residing  at  Port  Schuyler,  who  last  >ear  offered 
to  the  state  two  acres  of  land  for  this  object, 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  between 
the  cities  of  Albany  and  Troy,  has  again  re- 
peated the  offer.  The  committee  entertain  no 
doubt,  but  that  an  eligible  site  may  be  obtained 
without  any  expense  to  the  state. 

The  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  add  to 
this  report  by  detailing  views  already  in  the 
possession  of  the  senate,  amongst  the  documents 
of  the  hist  and  the  preceding  years.  The  chair- 
man of  this  committee  submitted  a  report  at 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  (Senate  Docu- 
ments of  l&U,  No.  74,)  in  which  this  subject  was 
considered,  and  some  further  views  given. 

The  condition  of  our  female  convicts  is  annu- 
ally proclaimed  to  the  world,  in  the  Reports  of 
the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society,  as  one  of 
just  reproach  to  lis.    In  the  Report  of  that  So- 
ciety for  1832,  a  quotation  from  the  last  report 
of  the  Auburn  State  Prison,  is  headed  with  llicso 
words: — "Disgraceful  and  unalleviated   mise- 
ries of  the  females  of  this  Prison."    And  after 
a  quotation  from  the  last  report  of  the  Mount 
Pleasant  State  Prison,  expressive  of  a  doubt 
whether  the  female  convicts  could  support  them- 
selves, the  following  language  is  used : — "  Why 
cannot  the  females  support.  thetnaeVi«»'l    TYuey 
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do  it  at  Wethersfield,  and  they  do  it  in  Balti- 
more." 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  due  to  the  character  of 
the  state,  to  the  spirit  of  our  public  institutions, 
and  to  the  feelings  of  the  age,  that  efforts  should 
be  immediately  made  to  improve  the  condition 
of  our  female  state  convicts,  and  to  instruct  and 
reclaim  them.  It  has  been  satisfactorily  ascer- 
tained, that  under  our  present  system  of  Prison 
discipline,  many  male  convicts  have  been  re- 
claimed and  restored  to  society.  And  may  not 
as  salutary  results  be  fairly  anticipated  from  a 
sex  always  less  hardened,  and  always  more 
susceptible  of  virtuous  impressions  ?  A  contrary 
opinion,  though  sometimes  advanced,  is  cer- 
tainly at  war  with  the  whole  liistory  of  the 
female  character.  Let  us  not  suppose  that  a 
woman,  however  debased  and  degraded,  ever 
becomes  thoroughly  hardened.  Such  a  being 
must  be  as  rare  as  a  monster  in  the  physical 
world.  As  men.  the  children  of  women,  by 
whom  we  have  been  nurtured  and  sustained, 
there  is  no  state  of  degradation  or  ruin  so  utter- 
ly polluted  and  vile,  to  which  they  may  be  re- 
duced, but  that  we  are  bound,  by  the  most  sa- 
cred duties  and  affections,  to  treat  them  with 
kindness  and  courtesy,  and  to  remember  their 
tender  and  helpless  nature. 

The  committee  have  prepared  a  bill  which 
they  ask  leave  to  introduce. 

ALLAN  MACDOXALD,  Chairman. 

Jan.  26, 1633. 


H. 

Rtport,  Spc. 

The  select  committee  appointed  by  the  hon- 
orable the  assembly,  pursuant  to  a  resolution 
passed  March  27th,  1832,  to  visit  the  .State  Pris- 
ons at  Mount  Pleasant  and  Auburn,  to  examine 
into  the  slate  of  said  Prisons,  the  manner  in 
which  their  accounts  are  kept  and  affairs  con- 
ducted, with  instructions  to  report  the  result  of 
their  inquiries  to  the  then  next  legislature,  re- 
spect ful I  v  report, 

That  (hiring  the  recess  of  the  legislature  they 
have  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  them,  by 
visitinc  those  institutions,  and  bestowing  upon 
the  subject  committed  to  their  investigation  the 
attention  which  seemed  to  l>e  required  at  their 
hands.  It  will  doubtless  be  remembered  by  the 
members  of  the  present  legislature,  who  were 
member*  of  the  hut,  that  the  resolution  for  creat- 
ing the  committer  originated  from  the  debate  in 
the  assembly  upon  the  bill  from  the  honorable 
the  sriKtte,  appropriating  $30,009  for  the  current 
expends  of  the  Prison  at  Mount  Pleasant,  (in- 
cluding expense  of  some  additional  buildings,) 
beyond  the  earnings  of  the  convicts. 

In  view  of  the  great  difference  in  the  pecuni- 
ary results  of  the  operations  of  the  two  institu- 
tions, serious  opposition  was  made  to  the  appro- 
Criation  by  a  considerable  portion  of  the  mem- 
era,  whoeveu  eventually  voted  against  the  bill, 
(although  necessary  for  the  very  sustentation 
of  the  prisoners.)  whilst  the  same  causes  ap- 
parently induced  doubts  upon  the  minds  of  a 
large  majority  as  to  the  efficient  or  judicious 
management  of  the  Prison  at  Mount  Pleasant. 

The  resolution  was  made  to  embrace  the 
Prison  at  Auburn,  that  the  committee  might  the 
better  understand  the  discipline  enforced  there, 
its  internal  police,  the  manner  in  which  the  la- 
bor of  the  convicts  was  regulated  and  its  busi- 
ness conducted,  (productive  as  the  institution 
had  been  for  the  last  few  years  of  such  prosper- 
ous results  to  the  state,)  that  they  might  com- 
pare the  some  with  the  same  subject!  at  the 


other  Prison,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  i  ■  ■ 

to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature,  sua 
measures  as  would  produce  a  conformity  ia  tat 
affairs  of  the  two  institution*,  if  any  matsrisj 
difference  was  found  to  exist. 

The  committee  regret  that  they  were  pre- 
vented entering  upon  the  discharge  of  their  st- 
ties  at  an  earlier  period  in  the  season  thai  laey 
were  enabled  to  do,  which  baa  necessarily  al- 
layed the  coming  in  of  their  report.  The  cM- 
era,  which  prevailed  to  such  am  alarming  exM 
during  the  last  summer,  particularly  hi  the  rity 
of  Albany,  (requiring  the  undivided  attention  of 
one  of  the  committee,  (Mr.  Seymour,)  who  an 
a  member  of  the  common  council.)  and  waits 
raged  with  so  much  violence  ia  the  Prison  a 
Sing-Sing,  admonished  us  to  defer  entering  u*- 
on  the  discharge  of  our  official  duties  until  UV 
month  of  October. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  the  ehairau 
of  the  committee  was  informed  by  letter,  mm 
a  very  respectable  source,  that  some  eoaopteitti 
of  a  serious  character  would  probably  hr  in- 
ferred against  some  of  the  officers  having  estip 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  and  sskrt- 
ing  a  notice  of  the  time  to  be  appointed  far  Ti- 
lting that  place.  TrtatthesaroemigmbeiDTcsth 
gated,  such  notice,  so  solicited,  was  given  n 
ample  time ;  and  although  the  person  who  ml 
thus  communicated  such  request  had  frequent 
interviews  with  the  members  c£  the  turnr—— i 
during  their  stay  at  Auburn,  no  such  emits 
were  preferred,  no  complaints  made  amine!  tat 
perfectly  correct  deportment  of  the  omren  it- 
trusted  with  the  management  of  the  lasts  arks 

The  committee  remained  at  Auburn  for  am 
week,  during  which  time  they  had  ampteoasw- 
tunity  to  examine  the  state  of  the  Prison,  aai  •* 
derstand  the  manner  in  which  Its  affiuri  av 
conducted  ;  and  they  cannot  withhold  the  ex- 
pression of  their  high  consideration  for  fit 
earnest  solicitude  manifested,  by  the  inspeetun, 
agent,  and  other  officers  attached  to  theem*- 
lishmcnt,  to  afford  every  facility  to  the  consul 
tee  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to 
them. 

The  committee  hardly  deem  it  necessity  to 
give  a  detailed  report  of  the  plans  of  the  Prises. 
its  cells  or  its  work-shops :  these  matteri  wil 
be  found  so  fully  detailed,  in  the  various  lrgs> 
lative  documents,  the  reports  of  the  insnerton, 
4cc,  as  to  require  no  particular  information  Aon 
us.  Po  far  as  the  whole  arrangement  is  is  st 
considered  with  a  view  to  economy,  doriattsy 
and  safety,  whilst  a  humane  regard  for  ' 
health  and  comfort  of  the  convicts  should  ' 

its  proper  influence,  the  committee  di 

nothing  upon  these  points  worthy  partknlv 
recommendation,  as  calculated  to  improve  tat 
character  of  our  admirable  Penitentiary  system. 
as  exhibited  at  Auburn. 

Whilst  concurring  with  the  Inspectors,  si  * 
the  alterations  recommended  in  the  sixth  sagt 
of  their  annual  report,  (Senate  Dorumratt. 
No.  20,)  the  committee  would  also  rreoaunrflc' 
to  tlie  particular  attention  of  the  legislature  thr 
condition  of  the  roofs  of  the  whole  Prison  es- 
tablishment. Those  roofs  consist  of  shingle*, 
which  are  exposed  to  take  fire  from  the  varirw 
chimneys  proceeding  from  the  establisbBXiit 
The  committee  sre  of  the  opinion  that  a  prop" 
regard  to  safety,  as  well  as  economy,  would 
recommend  that  the  same  be  covered  with  tin 
slate,  or  some  other  durable  and  fire-proof  ma- 
terial. The  probable  expense  ct  thb  unprote- 
ment  the  committee  are  not  prepared  parbct- 
larly  to  estimate,  but  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  profits  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  for 
the  current  year,  in  addition  to  the  surphu 
funds  of  the  Prison  now  on  hand,  would  go  far 
towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  wstt. 
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in  addition  to  the  alterations  recommended  by 
the  inspector*,  above  referred  to  :  at  all  events, 
should  the  legislature  agree  with  the.  commit- 
tee in  thisi  particular,  the  act  might  be  so 
framed  ad  to  authorize  the  proper  officers  to 
proceed  with  the  work,  an  fast  as  the  accu- 
mulation of  the  fund*,  beyond  the  support  of 
the  Prison,  will  admit. 

Another  consideration  presented  itself  with 
much  force  to  the  committee.  From  the  ex- 
tensive work-shops  already  established  in  the 
Prison  yards,  the  largo  number  of  convict*  con- 
fined, and  the  probable  increase  of  that  num- 
ber as  the  populitionof  the  state  shall  increase, 
it  Is  obvious  that,  at  no  very  distant  day,  a  larger 
space  will  be  required,  as  well  for  the  health  of 
the  prisoners  an  for  their  profitable  employment. 
The  committee  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that 
if  any  extension  of  our  Prisons  should  be  re- 
quired hereafter,  it  would  be  most  advantage- 
on*  to  the  state  that  such  extension  should  be 
connected  with,  or  he  in  the  imui"diatc  neigh- 
borhood of,  those  already  erected.  The  rea- 
son* for  this  will  readily  suggest  themselves  to 
the  legislature  ;  the  most  prominent  of  which 
are  the  advantage  of  employing  the  labor  of  the 
prisoners  in  the  erection  of"  the  n«\v  buildings, 
under  the  direction  of  our  present  otlicers,  and 
the  much  greater  facility  of  extending  the  busi- 
ness and  discipline  to  an  additional  number 
of  convict*,  under  the  supervision  of  expe- 
rienced men,  than  the  organization  of  an  en- 
lire  new  establishment.  With  these  views  the 
committee  would  recommend  that  a  law  be 
passed  authorizing  either  the  present  officers  of 
the  Auburn  Prison,  or  some  other  persons,  to 
negotiate  for  or  purchase  in  behalf  of  the  state, 
under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  advisable,  an 
additional  piece  of  land,  either  adjoining  to,  or 
in  the  near  neighborhood  of,  the  present  Prison. 
The  state,  at  present,  is  possessed  of  but  five 
acres ;  an  addition  of  ten  or  fifteen  acres  would, 
it  it  could  be  procured  upon  reasonable  terms, 
appear  to  be  a  provident  course  of  policy  on  the 
part  of  the  state.  The  unbounded  quarries  of 
superior  building  stone  in  the  neighborhood, 
which  may  be  procured  at  a  very  reasonable 
rate,  as  well  for  the  erection  of  any  additional 
nildingSj  walls,  Sec.  for  the  Prison  itself,  as  for 
be  buildings  in  the  flourishing  and  rapidly-in- 
avasing  village  of  Auburn,  (furnishing  a  valua- 
ble source  of  employment  for  the  convicts,)  are 
ttrong  additional  recommendations  to  the 
sourse  above  suggested. 

With  regard  to  the  discipline  and  internal 
mliee  of  the  Prison,  as  well  as  a  full  history  of 
he  manner  in  which  its  affairs  and  business  are 
oaductcd,  the  committee  herewith  communi- 
mte  a  succinct  statement  furnished  by  Colonel 
jewis,the  agent  at  Auburn ,and  would  also  refer 
•our  honorable  body  to'1  a  communication  of 
Sershom  Powers,keeperof  the  Prison  at  Auburn, 
nade  to  the  assembly  January  7th,  1828,"  un- 
ler  title  Appendix  A,  in  the  assembly  journal 
if  that  year,  upon  the  same  subjects.  It  is 
terbaps  proper,  in  this  place,  to  observe,  that 
re  were  assured  by  Mr.  Wiltsc,  the  agent  at 
fount  Pleasant,  that  the  document  lost  refer- 
ed  to  contains  the  rules  and  regulations,  so  far 
is  it  regards  the  Prison  discipline,  by  which  the 
ttstJtution  under  his  charge  is  governed. 

The  description  of  the  Auburn  Prison  at  that 
teriod  (to  which  it  is  easy  for  every  member 
>f  your  honorable  body  to  add  the  additions 
sade  since,  by  adverting  to  the  annual  returns 
/the  inspectors); 

The  general  government  of  the  Prison,  with 
osjse  trifling  alterations  made  by  the  Revised 
featutes,  and  the  act  of  1839  ; 
The  duties  and  powers  of  the  officers,  guards 
AdeonTicis; 


The  regulations  of  the  shops,  with  which  are 
connected  the  privileges  and  obligations  of  con- 
tractors ; 

The  whole  police  and  regulations  of  the  Pris- 
on presented  under  the  various  heads  and  de- 
partments : 

The  statistics  as  to  the  character  of  the  con- 
victs before  sentence,  and  the  salutary  cfFect  of 
the  punishment,  as  witnessed  from  their  course 
of  life  after  their  discharge ;  together  with  much 
other  interesting  information  upon  the  Peniten- 
tiary system,  collected  from  various  sources, 
are  so  fully  set  forth  in  the  document  referred 
to,  that  a  recapitulation  of  them  beyond  what 
is  set  forth  in  the  communication  hereto  an- 
nexed, marked  H,  would  seem  to  be  a  work  of 
«u|M'remi;Htioii. 

Since  the  period  of  that  report,  adhering  to 
the  principles  of  governing  the  prisoners  and 
directing  their  labors,  as  therein  set  forth,  with 
very  trifling  alterations,  the  confident  nsytir- 
anr.M  of  this  meritorious  benefactor  of  the  state 
have,  by  his  own  and  the  exertions  of  his  suc- 
cessors in  the  management  of  the  institution, 
been  fully  realized,  and  the  annual  return  of 
the  inspectors  this  \ear,  presents  the  interest- 
ing fact,  that  t»:h»  additional  cells  (for  which 
$1^,1170  IK  was  actually  paid  out  for  materials 
and  superintendents  of  work,  and  a  work -shop, 
the  materials  for  which  are  estimated  to  have 
cost  at  least  $*W)  have  been  built  by  the  con- 
victs themselves  for  their  own  solitary  confine- 
ment and  exclusion  from  the  world,  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  own  labor,  after  having  sus- 
tained every  other  expense  for  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  the  establishment,  still  leav- 
ing a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  of 
$3;5Q8  Id  to  he  appropriated  as  may  be  re- 
quired. By  adverting  to  the  annual  reports 
since  the  communication  above  referred  to,  it 
will  be  found  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  an- 
nual increase  of  the  profits  of  the  Institution. 

Your  committee  have  reflected  upon  the 
pros|>erous  results  above  referred  to,  with  a 
becoming  interest  in  the  subject  committed  to 
them.  The  history  of  the  world  has  not  until 
within  a  very  few  years  presented  so  imposing 
a  moral  spectacle.  A  few  years  since,  even  in 
our  own  country,  the  idea  of  realizing  from  the 
labor  of  those,  who  had,  by  offending  against 
the  laws,  been  cut  off  from  society,  a  sufficient 
amount  to  sustain  the  expense  of  their  confine- 
ment, was  regarded  as  a  dream  of  the  specula- 
tive visionary.  It  was  left  among  other  im- 
portant discoveries,  which  can  only  emanate 
from  the  exalted  spirit  of  free  governments,  to 
demonstrate  the  necessity,  in  all  moral  improve- 
ments, of  addressing  the  mind  by  instruction 
and  persuasion,  instead  of  inflicting  bodily 
chastisement.  That  reform  is  ten  thousand 
times  more  certain  when  you  can  correct  the  in- 
tellect of  man,  and  give  it  a  proper  direction, 
than  all  the  physical  torture  which  can  be  im- 
posed ;  whilst  the  former  is  calculated  to  ele- 
vate the  whole  man,  constantly  stimulating  him 
to  a  correct  discharge  of  his  duty  towards  his 
God  and  his  fellow-man,  the  latter  is  as  emi- 
nently adapted  to  creating  and  cherishing  the 
most  vindictive  passions  of  our  nature. 

These  remarks  are  prompted  by  the  differ- 
ence exhibited  not  only  in  the  labor  pursued  in 
the  two  institutions,  but  the  apparent  disposi- 
tion entertained  by  the  convicts  in  each,  which 
will  be  more  fully  presented  in  the  sequel. 

For  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts  of 
both  Prisons  are  kept,  it  will  be  perceived  by 
adverting  to  the  Sd  vol.  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
pages  764  and  765,  that  this  branch  of  the  duty  of 
the  officers  of  the  Prisons  has  been  regulated  by 
the  legislature.  The  accounts  until  the  last 
year  were  only  requlied  \o  Ve  tsAaxnsA  wsA 
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filed  in  the  comptroller'*  office.  But  by  the 
act  passed  last  winter,  and  before  referred  to, 
those  accounts,  authenticated  in  the  form  re- 
quired by  the  Revised  Statutes,  sworn  to  by  the 
agent  and  clerk,  are  presented,  and  accompany 
the  report  of  the  inspectors  of  each  Prison. 
They  present  the  subject  so  fully  to  the  legis- 
lature, that  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  them 
at  present. 

The  committee  have  examined  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  and  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  al- 
ter, in  any  particular,  the  provisions  of  the  law ; 
all  the  provisions  to  secure  a  faithful  account 
from  the  officers  of  the  financial  operations  in- 
trusted to  them  having,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  been  as  fully  secured  as  can  be  ac- 
complished by  legislation. 

After  having  examined  the  Prison  at  Auburn, 
the  committee  availed  themselves  of  an  early 
opportunity  to  inspect  the  Prison  at  Mount 
Pleasant.  In  regard  to  the  state  of  the  build- 
ings at  this  institution,  your  committee  can  as- 
sure your  honorable  body,  that  nothing  can,  in 
their  opinion,  exceed  their  very  excellent  ar- 
rangement, and  their  adaptation  to  the  objects 
for  which  the  same  were  designed,  to  the  extent 
finished.    But  that  the  establishment  is-altd- 

Sther  incomplete,  and  the  manner  in  which 
e  business  is  carried  on,  as  well  as  the  char- 
acter of  the  business  itself,  is  but  illy  calcu- 
lated to  accomplish  the  great  objects  of  modern 
punishment,  struck  your  committee  most  for- 
cibly when  they  came  to  compare  the  result 
of  their  inquiries  at  Auburn  with  those  at  Sing- 
Sing.  At  the  former  place,  they  found  the  con- 
victs apparently  resigned  to  their  fate,  pen- 
itent for  their  past  offences,  of  a  humbled  spirit, 
and,  so  far  as  the  committee  were  capable  of 
Judging  the  great  moving  principles  of  human 
action,  determined,  when  their  term  of  punish- 
ment shall  have  expired,  to  use  all  efforts  to  re- 
store themselves  to  the  good  opinion  of  society, 
and  to  live  upright  and  honest  lives.  This 
spirit  was  not  only  evinced  by  the  ready  and 
apparently  sincere  submission  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Prison,  the  order  and  system 
observable  through  all  the  departments  of  the 
work-shops,  but  more  forcibly  testified  from  the 
examination,  by  the  committee,  of  one  prisoner 
taken  promiscuously  from  each  of  the  shops  of 
the  Prison. 

It  was  urged  in  the  debate  u\ton  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  constituting  the  committee, 
that  if  no  other  reason  existed,  the  fact  that  some 
1500  or  1800  of  our  fellow-beings  were  confined 
within  the  solitary  walls  of  a  Prison,  excluded 
from  society,  with  no  person  to  whom  they 
could  tender  their  complaints  of  cruel  or  op- 
pressive treatment,  except  the  very  individuals 
who  might  violate  the  rules  of  humanity,  was 
sufficient,  nay,  imperative  upon  the  legislature, 
occasionally  to  investigate  their  condition  and 
treatment.  With  this  view,  the  committee, 
after  having  discharged  what  they  deemed  to 
be  their  duty  at  Auburn,  in  inspecting  the  Pris- 
on, the  condition  of  the  convicts,  their  em- 
ployment, government,  and  all  the  incidents, 
so  far  as  they  could  derive  instruction  from 
their  own  observation,  and  from  the  informa- 
tion of  the  officers,  proposed  to  the  agent,  that 
the  committee  should  have  the  opportunity  of 
examining  some  of  the  prisoners  separate  from 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  Prison.  This  request 
was  readily  and  promptly  complied  with  by 
the  agent,  Colonel  Lewis,  who  took  our  in 
structions  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
should  bo  presented.  We  directed  that  one 
convict  from  each  shop  and  department  should 
be  examined ;  and  in  complying  with  this  di- 
rection, the  agent,  at  our  request,  produced 
■owe  individuals  from  those  various  shops, 


who  had  been  convicted  in  tbe  count:**  when 
the  members  of  tbe  committee  resided.  We 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  r-mmaol- 
cation  of  the  object  of  the  committee  wusmade 
to  the  convicts.  Several  of  the  convict*  tbas 
examined  had  been  confined  in  thv  Moant 
Pleasant  Prison, and  removed  thence  to  Aubarn, 
all  of  whom  concurred  in  complaining  of  the 
severe  and  harsh  treatment  experirm'ril  at  the 
former,  whilst  they  equally  united  in  tearing 
testimony  to  the  kind  and  benevolent  treat- 
ment at  the  latter.  It  is  perhaps  uiinice«>arv  ta 
give  the  details  of  their  statements  in  full.  The 
prominent  grounds  of  complaint  con*Med  it 
not  having  had  allowed  to  them  srnVirnt  foot 
to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  their  appetite,  and  in 
the  most  violent  infliction  of  corporeal  punish- 
ment, for  very  slight  offences  against  the  ralrt 
of  the  Prison,  not  with  the  ordinary  instrument 
of  punishment,  (railed  the  cat,)  but  frequently 
by  blows  dealt  upon  the  head  and  varum*  parti 
of  the  body,  with  the  usual  walking  staves  of 
the  assistant  keepers,  (which  mode  of  punish- 
ment the  committee  do  not  hi^itate  to  pro- 
nounce cruel  in  the  extreme,  and  as  inwiau* 
eut  with  the  good  discipline  of  the  Pri*m,  u  it 
is  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  humanity;] 
whilst,  at  the  same  time,  not  only  those  who 
had  been  before  confined  in  the  Mount  Plea* 
ant  Prison,  but  every  one  of  tin*  other*  eiaav- 
ined  by  the  committee,  bore  most  rbeeVul  tes- 
timony of  the  kindness,  the  moderation  ui 
benevolence  of  their  treatment  at  Auburn, 
most  of  them  not  having  received  any  corpo- 
real punishment  since  their  confinement  there, 
and  those  who  had,  uniformly  admitting  the 
justice  of  what  had  been  inflicted  upon  thm, 
and  all  admitting  that  their  provisions  anJ 
clothing  were  not  only  whole-Mime,  agreeable 
and  comfortable,  but  at  all  times  abundant. 

Upon  the  subject  of  provisions,  it  is  perbapi 
well,  in  this  place,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  to  the  reports  from  the  different 
Prisons,  as  to  the  mode  of  supplying  the  pris- 
oners. At  Auburn,  the  prisoner*  breakfast  and 
dine  together,  in  a  mess-room,  and  waiter* 
supply  the  deficiencies  of  rations  of  iii*>  mure 
hungry  or  hearty  eaters  from  the  Rurplmof  the 
less  robust,  and  at  all  times  (which  h  seldom 
necessary  to  be  resorted  to)  supplying  any  gen- 
eral  deficiency  from  a  general  stork,  prepared 
for  that  purpose ;  whilst  at  Mouut  Pleasant, 
from  the  want  of  such  a  room,  the  comict*  art 
ueressarily  compelled  to  take  tlieir  raliouf  with 
them  to  their  cells  ;  and.  nlthotieh  the  rummit- 
tee  was  aseured,  by  the  agent  of  the  Litter  Pm- 
on,  that  ample  provisions  were,  at  ail  lioir*. 
supplied  for  the  prisoners  at  even'  nu-al,  tb> 
statements  of  the  prisoners  not  only  contra- 
dicted that  assurance,  but  added  tb.it  they  had 
sometimes  had  blows  inflicted  ivou  them,  ac- 
companying a  refusal  of  their  request  m  int.' 
them  mi  additional  supply.  It  U  only  noy- 
sary  for  tho  committee  to  add,  upon  the  *'iN 
ject  of  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners,  that  thy 
likewise  examined  a  number  of  the  convict*  ai 
the  Mount  Pleasant  Prison,  as  to  their  troat- 
ment,  which  examination  wa*  a!*o  «.i-jJ<ic'ed 
separate  and  apart  from  any  of  tli«-  oSifer*. 
They  feel  it  their  duly  also  to  pren.isr  M  ob- 
serving, that  the  propriety  of  the  rr-:|iii-*i  of  Hi-1 
committee  for  this  purpose,  so  rund:h  curopV-l 
with  by  the  agent  of  the  Auburn  Pn-wn,  ivm 
much  disputed  and  discussed  by  the  auent  n 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  to  add  thrir  reerel  that  it 
seemed  to  bo  reluctantly  complied  with.  Sev- 
eral of  the  convicts  we're,  however,  presented, 
who  concurred  with  those  at  Auburn,  formerly 
confined  at  Mount  Pleasant,  in  representing 
their  punishment  as  cruel  in  the  evtreme ;  aid, 
if  their  representations  are  to  be  credited,  hi  the 
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►f  the  committee,  altogether  unjustifi- 
our  committee  refrain  to  enlarge  upon 
.  They  are  aware  that  the  source  of 
•laintH  is,  perhaps,  unworthy  of  credit. 
10  only  evidence,  however,  to  which 
resort,  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners, 
y  improper  or  cruel  treatment.  The 
•e  are  willing,  as  your  honorable-  body 
i  will  be,  to  consider  the  officers  inno- 
any  improper  treatment,  until  proof 
mtrnry  be  furnished  ;  and,  without 
'••uiiiicnt,  the  committee  respectfully 
ar  your  consideration,  all  the  te*timo- 
tlns  branch  of  their  duty  whicli  came 
knowledge. 

inracter  of  the  business  at  the  Mount 
Prison,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
d,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
to  > our  honorable  body  a  subject  wor- 
tost  mature  deliberation.  Much  of  the 
i  transported  from  the  quarries  a  very 
ible  distance  to  the  Prison  yards, 
e  frame  is  prepared  for  market.  To 
s»h  thift,  from  four  to  six  convicts  are 
to  each  of  the  carts,  a  heavy  block  of 
fastened  to  it ;  and  the  convicts  are 
d  to  conduct  tbe  load  to  its  proper 
an.  This  is  accomplished,  as  the  com- 
iderstood,  by  the  physical  strength  of 
ached  to  the  respective  carts.  It  is 
icipally  by  balancing  the  load  by  the 
cling  strength  or  weight  of  the  prison- 
ch,  sometimes,  is  extremely  oppres- 
fter  the  load  is  deposited  in  tbe  yard, 
more  repulsive  spectacle  is  exhibited 
uvicts  returning  to  the  quarries  draw- 
cart  up  a  steep  bill,  fastened  to  it  by 
attached  to  their  bodies,  not  dis*imi- 
»  practice  of  using  brutes.  The  com- 
>  not  pretend  to  claim  for  themselves 
tual  degree  of  sensibility,  nor  would 
re  to  present  themselves  in  that  atti- 
ire  your  honorable  body  ;  but,  coming 
ious  parts  of  tbe  state,  and  believing 
acquainted  with,  and  enjoy  in  common 
lgsoftbe  citixens  among  whom  they 
ely  reside,  they  cannot  withhold  the 
n  of  their  deep  humiliation,  as  mem- 
lis  enlightened  and  humane  commu- 
te they  witnessed  their  fellow  beings 
o  so  ignominious,  so  degrading  a  pun- 
The  language  of  the  Constitution  of 
•d  Stales,  declaring  that  "cruel  and 
punishments  shall  not  be  inflicted," 
a  your  committee  to  be  violated,  in  the 
well  as  in  the  spirit ;  and  we  have  yet  | 
hat  there  existed,  at  tbe  time  of  the  i 
of  that  instrument,  any  ordinance 
ng  the  treatment  of  men  equal  to,  if 
*,  than  beasts  of  burthen.  The  pro- 
the  labor  of  the  convicts  at  thh  eg  tab  - 
have  not,  thus  far,  realized  for  the 
very  profitable  revulr*.  This  may  be  ' 
»1«-  to  tbe  nature  of  tbe  principal  busi-  ; 
tued  there,  and  the  manner  in  which  ! 
ha*  been  conducted.  We  allude  to  i 
rutting  and  marhl*  business.  This  : 
carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  the  state, 
:  making  the  contracts  and  furnishing 
< :  thus  presenting  the  stale  in  the  : 
of  a  competitor  with  individual  en- 

immittee  have  no  hesitation  in  ex- 
their  conviction,  that  the  labor  of  the 
ilmtild  be  different!}  directed:  and  they 
;  ex pre*>*  their  belief,  from  the  infor- 
:q ui red  from  creditable  wiree*. a  swell 
wn  judgment  up»n  the  subject,  that 
cr  of  the  prisoners  was  disponed  of  to 
th  in  tbe  same  manner  a«  is  pur- 
ie  Prison  at  Auhoni,Char1esCown,and  . 


Wethersfleld,  instead  of  being  a  tax  upon  the 
stato  treasury,  it  would, .as  do  the  Prisons  rs. 
ferred  to,  furnish  no  inconsiderable  revenue. 
Why  the  worthy  inspectors  of  tbo  institution 
have  not  directed  the  agent  to  make  contracts 
for  the  labor  of  the  prisoners,  as  provided  for 
by  the  Revised  Statutes,  is  certainly  a  matter 
which  remains  unexplained  to  the  committee. 
The  committee  understood  from  the  agent,  that 
the  inspectors  considered  it  inexpedient  or  un- 
ndvisable  to  direct  him  to  make  such  contracts 
for  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  upon  the  ground 
that,  if  any  profit  was  to  be  realized  from  their 
labors,  it  ought  to  go  into  the  coflrrs  of  the 
state,  and  not  into  tbe  pockets  of  Individuals. 
If  this  be  so— and  then:  is  certainly  no  reason  to 
doubt  it — we  respectfully  beg  leave  to  differ  with 
them  in  such  conclusion.  Had  wo  no  oilier 
argument  than  that  presented  by  the,  success- 
ful operations  at  Auburn,  in  hiring  the  tabor  of 
prisoners  to  contractors,  we  should  deem  it  our 
duty  to  recommend  the  passage  of  a  resolu- 
tion recommendatory,  or  an  act  directory  of 
such  an  employment  of  the  convicts. 

The  advantages  for  such  a  disposition  of  their 
labor  at  Mount  Pleasant  are  peculiar,  and  your 
committee  believe  it  only  requires  to  l>e  put  in 
the  market  to  realize  to  the  state  their  full 
value.  Tbe  grounds  upon  which  we  predicate 
this  opinion  are  briefly  as  follows :  (it  is  to  be 
premised,  however,  that  the  contractors  ought 
not  to  be  limited  in  their  contracts  to  working 
the  marble  from  the  quarries  belonging  to  tbe 
state,  for  reasons  hereafter  to  be  more  fully  ex- 
plained.) 

First.  The  convenience  of  the  Prison  wharf, 
with  the  manual  force  always  at  command, 
would  render  the  unloading  of  stone  of  all  kinds 
in  its  crude  state,  and  the  reloading  of  the  same 
in  its  finished  state,  a  strong  inducement  for 
those  desirous  of  carrying  on  the  business  of 
stone-cutting. 

Second.  Contractors  would  avoid  the  ex- 
pense of  renting  a  yard,  as  is  now  the  practice 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  which  to  perform 
the  labor  ofpreparing  the  stone  for  the  building. 

Third.  The  expense  of  dockage  of  the  ves- 
sels bringing  the  stone  in  its  crude  state,  and 
the  expense  of  cartage  from  the  wharf  to  the 
stone  vard  in  the  city,  would  be  avoided. 

Under  such  cirenmstances,  why  should  not 
the  labor  of  a  capable  stone-cutter  upon  the 
Prison  dock  at  Mount  Pleasant  command  for 
his  employer  an  amount  of  compensation  equal 
to  the  labor  of  one  equally  capable  in  his  bnsi- 
nesi  in  the  city  of  New  York  ?  The  freight 
from  the  Prison  to  New  York  would  scarcely 
exceed  the  cartage  from  the  vessel  to  the  yard 
in  the  city,  apart  from  the  rent ;  and  the  cart- 
age from  the  vessel  to  the  building  would  prob 
ably  be  no  more  than  if  taken  from  the  yard  in 
the  city. 

The  committee  is  aware  that  much  com- 
plaint has  been  made  by  mechanics  against  the 
course  pursued  by  tbe  state,  of  putting  tbe  la 
bor  of  convicts  in  competition  with  the  honest 
laborer,  who  toil*  for  the  support  of  his  family. 

That   those   complaints  have  been  in  soin* 
in Fiance*  well  founded,  the  committee  do  not 
doubt.    We  believe,  however,  that  thev  pro 
ceed  from  the  same  source  a*  the  complaint* 
from  the  onVern  of  the  Prison,  from  time  totirne 
accompmnying  their  report  of  unsuccessful  ope- 
ration*, which  haw  been  an  undue  effort  to 
force  the  manufactured  material  into  the  mar 
ket,  not  onh  at  an  eitn-mely  reduced  price  for 
the  labor  bestowed  upon  it.  but  also  having  to 
contend  again«t  the  prejudice  of  it*  being  of 
very  inferior  quality.     With  the  view  of  as 
certain  mi,  a*  fur  as  practicable,  the  truth  of 
these  uupulaMons,  the  commtaa* 
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baa  been  enlarged,  bo  as  now  to  ^embrace  five 
out  of  the  eight  senate  districts ;  which  law 
went  into  practical  operation  about  the  time 
that  the  said  convicts  from  the  Sing-Sing  Prison 
were  received.  Since  that  time,  the  number 
of  convicts  in  this  Prison  has  gradually  increased 
from  666  to  the  present  number,  683.  It  appears 
to  us,  therefore,  highly  probable,  that,  with  the 
present  territory,  there  will  be  a  gradual  increase 
of  convicts  at  this  Prison. 

The  earnings  of  the  convicts  for  the 
year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of 
September  last,  and  which  have 
been  charged  to  contractors, 
amount  to $37,961  96 

The  earnings  of  convicts  not  em- 
ployed by  contractors,  as  charged 
to  individuals,  and  cash  received 
from  visitors,  and  for  articles  sold, 
and  other  incidental  sources, 
amount  to 3,882  21 

The  earnings  and  profits  of  the 
Prison  as  above,  for  the  past  year, 
amount  to $41,833  47 

The  expenditure*  during  the  same 
period,  for  the  general  support  of 
the  Prison,  and  which  include  all 
expenses,  except  those  authorized 
by  the  act  of  the  25th  April,  1832, 
for  building  230  cells,  amount 
to $38305  31 

Leaving  a  balance,  in  favor  of  the 
Prison,of. $3,528  16 

A  statement  of  the  monthly  earnings  of  con- 
victs employed  by  contractors,  and  the  earnings, 
for  the  year,  of  such  as  are  not  employed  by 
contractors,  and  the  receipts  of  money  from 
visitors,  and  for  the  property  sold,  &c.  showing 
the  particulars  from  which  the  profits  to  the 
Prison  have  been  derived,  is  hereunto  annexed, 
marked  number  6. 

In  addition  to  the  above  balance  of  $3,528 16. 
in  favor  of  the  Prison,  Die  institution  should 
be  credited  with  the  expense  of  keeping,  feed- 
ing, and  clothing,  about  an  average  number  of 
100  convicts,  who  have  been  employed,  since 
about  the  1st  of  June  last,  in  building  the  new 
cells,  and  whose  labor  has  in  no  respect  been 
taken  into  the  account  of  profit  to  the  Prison : 
and  also  the  expense  of  building  a  shop,  100 
feet  by  40,  occupied  by  stone-cutters,  coopers, 
dec.,  and  supposed  to  have  cost  about  $800; 
and  which  is  included  in  the  expense  of  the 
general  support  of  the  Prison. 

The  cash  receipts  during  the  year  ending 
September  30th,  J832,  have  been  as  follows  :— 

The  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  agent  on  the 
30th  September,  1831,.  $14,208  99 

The  amount  directed  to 
be  charged  to  the 
agent,  per  act  25th 
April,1832, 347  00 

The  amount  received 
from  all  Prison  sour- 
ces,      37,248  59 


The  particular  sources  from  which 
this  sum  has  been  received,  will 
be  found  specified  in  the  agent's 
monthly  returns,  and  annual  state- 
ment herewith  transmitted,  pur- 
suant to  the  act  of  the  25th  April, 
1832,  marked  numbers  7  to  19,  in- 
clusive. 


$51,804  58 


Carried  forward, $51,804  58 


Brought  forward, $51,804  58 

The  expenditures,  during  the  same 
period,  have  been  as  follows : — 

For  general  support,  and 
ordinary  repairs,  as> 
above, $38,305  31 

For  building  290  cells, . .     10,004  27 

Add  amount  directed  to 
be  credited  to  the 
agent,  per  act  of  25th 

April,  1832, 525  93 

48,905  51 

Which,  taken  from  the  receipts  aa 
above,  leaves  in  money,  in  the 
hands  of  the  agent, $2,899  07 

The  particular  items  of  the  expenditures  wffl 
be  found  in  statements  marked  numbers  7  is 
19,  inclusive. 

The  difference  between  the  earnings  and 
profits  of  the  Prison,  as  before  stated,  and  tbs 
amount  of  receipts  from  all  the  Prison  sources, 
during  the  said  year,  consists  of  outstanding 
credits  to  the  contractors  and  others,  all  or  tbs 
greater  part  of  which  is  believed  to  be  good, 
and  will  be  collected  as  they  fall  due. 

By  the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  in  relation  t» 
State  Prisons,"  passed  April  25,  1832,  it  was 
made  the  duty  or  the  agent  of  this  Prison,  under 
the  direction  of  the  inspectors,  to  construct  two 
hundred  and  twenty  additional  solitary  cells  ia 
the  Prison ;  and  the  sum  of  aix  thousand  dol- 
lars was  appropriated  for  that  purpose.     Bat 
the  act  directed  that  the  same  should  not  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury,  until  the  moneys 
which  might  be  in  the  hands  of  the  agent, 
should  have  been  expended  and  accounted  far 
to  the  comptroller.    Still  the  act  made  no  direct 
appropriation  of  the  money  in  the  hands  of  tat 
ageut  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  said  celli; 
but  as  the  legislature  seemed  to  assume  the 
right  of  the  agent  to  make  use  of  these  moneys 
for  that  purpose,  we  proceeded  to  adopt  a  ptaa 
for,  and  to  erect  the  additional  cells.     The 
south  wing  of  the  Prison  was  originally  built 
with  the  cells  against  the  walls,  with  the  pas- 
sage through  the  centre.    We  determined  to 
build  the  new  cells  in  a  block  in  the  centre, 
similar  to  those  in  the  north  wing ;  but  it  war 
found  that  the  width  between  the  outer  walk 
of  the  wing,  was  insufficient  for  that  purpose. 
We  therefore  removed  the  north  wall  of  the 
south  wing  for  the  distance  to   be  occupied 
with  the  new  cells,  and  built  a  new  wall,  firing 
an  additional  width  of  twelve  feet  to  the  build- 
ing.   The  agent,  under  our  direction,  has  boil! 
230  solitary  cells,  and  the  outer  wall ;  and  t 
covering  of  the  cells  below  the  roof,  of  stone, 
lime,  sand  and  loam,  which  is  to  he  fire  proof; 
and  also  a  new  roof.    The  cells  are  built  with 
posts  of  cut  gray  limestone ;  and  iron  doom, 
wholly  grated.    There  is  no  wood  used  in  or 
about  the  cells,  except  the  floor  of  the  galleries, 
which  are  two  feet  nine  inches  in  width,  ia 
front  of  the  cells.    These  floors  are  supported 
by  cast  iron  anchors,  worked  into  the  pier*  of 
the  cells,  and  have  iron  hand  railings.   The 
stairs  are  supported  upon  wrought  iron  risers, 
which  rest  upon  wrought  iron  anchors,  worked 
into  the  wall  like  those  which  support  the  gal- 
leries.    The  locks  of  the  cells  (which  were 
manufactured  in  the  Prison)  are  let  into  the 
stone  fronts,  and  made  secure  there  with  bolts. 
There  are  twenty-two  cells  in  length  on  rack 
side,  and  they  rise  five  stories  in  height.    Toe 
cells  in  the  inside  are  seven  feet  in  length  by 
three  feet  six  inches  in  width,  and  seven  feet 
in  height,  and  are  well  ventilated.    The  area, 
or  distance  between  the  cells  and  outer  wall,  if 
thirteen  feet  j  aad  over  this  area  an  constructed 
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imple  ventilators  through  the  covering  leading 
through  the  roof.  The  area  is  wholly  flagged 
with  cut  stone.  The  labor  of  removing  the 
materials  of  the  old  cells  and  north  wall  waa 
very  great,  and  employed  at  leaat  forty  con- 
vict* for  two  month*. 

The  cells  and  building  are  all  completed, 
and  were  occupied  by  the  convicts  on  the  first 
instant.  A  detailed  statement  of  the  money 
expended  under  the  said  act  is  herewith  com- 
municated, and  is  contained  in  statement 
marked  number  90.  There  are  probably  some 
mall  bills  belonging  to  this  head,  not  yet  pre- 
sented and  paid,  but  which  will  not  exceed  one 
hundred  dollars.  The  whole  expense  of  build- 
big  the  990  cells,  under  said  act,  and  of  com- 
pleting that  part  of  the  south  wing,  as  will  be 
wen  by  reference  to  statement  number  90,  is 
|19^7t5  36.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  ex- 
pense is  within  the  estimate  presented  to  the 
last  legislature  ;  and  when  it  is  considered  that 
no  labor  or  expense  has  been  spared  to  make 
Jke  cells  secure  and  permanent,  and  when  the 
{rent  amount  of  labor,  necessary  to  prepare  the 
itone  and  other  materials  used  in  the  building, 
ind  the  extent  of  the  erection,  are  also  taken 
■to  the  account, — we  feel  constrained  to  say, 
hat  no  erection  of  the  kind,  and  of  such  an 
extent,  has  ever  been  built  in  ibis  country,  at 
to  small  an  expense.  This  result  is  in  a  great 
neasure  to  be  attributed  to  the  uncommon  and 
raremitted  exertions,  perseverance  and  good 
nanagement  of  the  agent  and  other  officers  of 
he  Prison,  who  have  had  the  immediate  super- 
ntendence  of  the  building  operations. 

We  are  gratified  to  have  it  in  our  power  to 
date,  that  the  whole  expense  has  been  met  by 
he  funds  which  had  accumulated  in  the  hands 
>f  the  agent,  and  that  the  appropriation  of 
|6,000,  made  by  the  said  act,  for  the  purpose 
>f  this  erection,  remains  untouched  in  the 
ireamiry  of  the  state. 

That  part  of  the  south  wing  of  the  Prison, 
rontainfng  the  new  cells,  is  now  connected 
jv'nh  the  remaining  part  in  a  temporary  man- 
ner j  and  in  order  to  secure  the  same  properly, 
t  will  he  necessary  to  continue  the  north  wall 
k  this  wing,  on  the  same  line,  to  the  front 
wilding,  and  also  to  continue  the  roof  over 
he  remaining  part  of  the  wing.  The  present 
•oof  is  poor  and  leaky,  and,  if  the  building  is 
Kraiilted  to  remain  as  it  now  is,  will  require 
extensive  repairs.  In  making  the  present 
ilterations,  it  became  necessary  to  destroy  the 
ormer  chapel ;  and  a  temporary  chapel  was 
xepared  in  the  south  front  of  the  Prison.  The 
seas-room,  which  occupies  the  basement  of  the 
villaining  part  of  the  south  wine,  is  already 
:oo  small  for  present  accommodation.  By 
widening  this  part  of  the  wing,  this  room  will 
ye  much  enlarged,  and  will,  it  is  believed,  be 
mfflcient  to  accommodate  all  the  convicts  that 
:an  be  lodged  in  the  cells  of  the  Prison.  It  is 
leeeftsary  to  make  some  arrangement  for  aper- 
naoent  and  suitable  chapel ;  and  such  a  one 
nay  be  built  over  the  mess-room,  when  en- 
arged.  We  would  therefore  recommend  that 
i  law  be  passed,  authorizing  the  agent,  under 
he  direction  of  the  inspectors,  to  make  the  pro- 
Meed  alteration.  From  rough  estimates  fur- 
lished  us,  we  are  induced  to  believe,  that  the 
expense  will  not  exceed  six  thousand  dollars. 
To  meet  this  expense  we  ask  for  no  appropriation 
rom  the  state.  The  money  now  in  the  hands 
»f  the  agent,  and  that  which  may  be  calculated 
ipon  from  the  sources  of  the  Prison,  and  that 
vhich  will  probably  be  realized  in  the  course 
►f  the  current  year,  we  are  satisfied,  will  defray 
his  expense.  We  consider  this  further  alter- 
lion  and  improvement  indispensable  to  the 
eeurity  of  the  building,  and  for  the  accommo- 


dation of  the  convicts  in  respect  to  the  mess- 
room,  chapel,  etc.  And  as  the  expense  may 
now  be  met  by  the  avails  of  the  Prison,  we  can 
perceive  no  object  in  its  delay. 

By  reference  to  statement  marked  number 
21,  herewith  sent,  the  various  branches  of 
business  in  which  the  convicts  are  employed, 
the  number  engaged  in  each  branch,  and  the 
amount  earned  in  each  branch  of  business,  will 
be  found  exhibited. 

The  alteration  made  in  the  south  wing  of  the 
Prison  destroyed  the  room  in  which  the  female 
convicts  had,  before  that  time,  been  confined. 
Their  situation  in  that  room  (the  only  place  in 
the  Prison  where  they  could  at  that  time  well 
be  kept)  was  deplorable  enough,  and  waa  a 
standing  call  on  the  humanity  and  wisdom  of 
the  legislature  for  relief.  The  preparation  made 
for  a  temporary  chapel,  by  taking  away  some 
partition  walls  in  the  south  front  of  the  Prison, 
gave  us  an  opportunity  of  providing  the  females 
with  a  more  airy  and  convenient  place  for 
working  during  the  day;  and  at  night  they 
were  confined  in  four  large  cells  in  the  south 
wing,  over  the  mess-room.  But  this  arrange- 
ment, Indispensable  and  absolutely  demanded 
as  it  was  by  every  feeling  of  regard  to  their 
health  and  comfort,  could  not  be  effected  with- 
out engaging  the  services  of  a  matron  to  super- 
intend them  in  their  employment  during  the 
day.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  deter- 
mined, although  the  law  had  made  no  provis- 
ions for  paying  a  female  keeper,  that  it  was 
expedient  to  engage  one.  We  accordingly 
directed  the  agent  to  hire  a  matron  to  take  the 
charge  of  the  female  convicts ;  which  he  did, 
from  the  36th  of  June  last,  for  the  compensation 
of  $16  per  month.  The  success  of  this  new 
arrangement  has  been  gratifying.  The  appear- 
ance, manners,  industry  and  health  of  the 
females,  has  evidently  improved. 

But  we  must  be  permitted  to  renew  the  re- 
quest that  has  been  so  often  made,  by  the  in- 
spectors of  tliis  Prison,  that  the  legislature 
would  make  provision  for  the  confinement  of 
female  convicts  at  some  other  place  than  within 
the  walls  of  this  Prison.  The  present  arrange- 
ment for  their  confinement  and  working  is  bat 
temporary ;  and  even  this  could  not  be  con- 
tinued, if  the  proposed  improvement  should  be 
authorized.  The  particular  reasons  which 
render  it  inexpedient,  and  in  our  view  improper, 
to  confine  females  in  this  Prison,  have  been  so 
fully  expressed  in  the  last  report  from  the  in- 
spectors to  the  legislature,  and  are  so  forcibly 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  chaplain  to  us  of  this 
year,  and  which  is  herewith  sent,  that  we  deem 
tt  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  upon  the  subject. 

By  the  tenth  section  of  the  aforesaid  act,  it 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  of  this  Prison 
to  furnish  to  the  legislature,  with  our  annual 
report,  copies  of  the  monthly^ returns,  made  to 
us  on  oath,  by  the  agent.  They  are  herewith 
sent,  marked  numbers  7  to  18,  inclusive.  And 
by  the  terms  of  the  same  section,  we  are 
required  to  furnish  a  list  of  all  contracts  entered 
into,  by  which  the  convicts  are  employed,  set- 
ting forth  the  portion  of  the  same  that  may  have 
been  finished  during  the  year,  ice.  It  would 
appear  by  the  phraseology  of  this  part  of  that 
section,  that  its  application  was  not  meant  for 
this  Prison;  for,  to  require  us  to  state  what 
portion  of  the  contracts  have  been  finished 
during  the  year,  is  not  requiring  a  statement 
of  any  thing  that  takes  place  in  this  Prison. 
The  contracts  made  for  the  labor  of  convicts 
at  this  Prison  are  for  a  daily  compensation, 
for  a  specified  period  of  time  ;  or  for  payment 
of  a  stipulated  sura  for  the  manufacture  of  each 
article  made,  and  for  a  eoeclfiftd.  \*\VxA  <A 
time.    Aa  It  xeapecU  Vaa  wuecui  <A  fnoue?  tfc- 
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ceiled  upon  tbe  contracts  for  labor,  tbey  are 
contained  in  tbe  monthly  returns  herewith  sent, 
numbers  marked  7  to  18,  inclusive. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
HORACE  HILLS,        \ 
JOHN  PORTER,  I 

E.  WILLIAM8,  >  Inspectors. 

HERVEY  HINMAN,    I 
BRADLEY  TUTTLE.' 


Report  of  the  Physician  of  the  State  Prison, 

for  the  year  1832. 

To  the  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison,  Auburn. 

Gentlemen,— In  presenting  to  tbe  board  tbe 
health  of  the  convicts  for  tbe  year  ending  De- 
cember 31st.  1839,  it  is  worthy  of  observation, 
that  (notwithstanding  the  threatening  aspect 
during  the  summer)  the  average  of  sick,  con- 
fined to  the  hospital  during  the  year,  does  not 
vary  materially  from  former  seasons :  the  duar- 
acter  of  the  disease  was,  however,  essentially 
changed  during  tbe  summer  months. 

Early  in  the  month  of  July,  there  was  an 
uncommon  tendency  to  the  derangement  of  tbe 
stomach  and  bowels.  In  some  there  was  ob- 
stinate constipation  of  tbe  bowels ;  in  others 
too  peat  looseness :  and  several  cases  of  cholera 
morbus  occurred  ;  but  without  any  thing  strik- 
ingly peculiar  in  tbe  attack,  progress  or  termi- 
nation. This  condition  of  the  system  did  not 
exist  long,  before  there  seemed  a  universal 
predisposition  to  watery  diarrheas,  with  white- 
ness of  the  tongue,  but  very  little  disturbance 
in  the  circulation.  About  the  10th  of  August, 
disease  assumed  a  distinctiveness  of  character, 
differing  essentially  from  any  thing  in  the  form 
of  disease  that  had:  at  any  time  come  under  my 
observation.  The  pale  face  and  shrunken 
features,  cool  and  clammy  skin,  a  peculiar 
whiteness  of  the  tongue,  the  shrivelled  skin 
over  the  ends  of  the  fingers  and  toes,  tender- 
new  over  the  abdominal  region,  and  at  the  pit 
of  the  stomach,  nausea,  vomiting,  etc.,  too 
plainly  indicated  the  character  of  the  disease 
with  which  we  had  to  contend.  Its  identity 
with  the  fatal  epidemic  which  has  spread  con- 
sternation and  desolation  over  the  fairest  por- 
tions of  the  civilized  world,  could  not  be  mis- 
taken, even  by  the  common  observer  who  had 
read  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  that  disease. 

In  escaping  the  fatality  which  has  marked 
this  pestilence  in  its  progress  in  nearly  every 
place  where  it  has  appeared,  I  consider  we  owe 
much  to  the  vigilance  of  the  Prison  officers ;  the 
increased  attention  to  cleanliness  and  ventila- 
tion ;  the  uniform,  regular  and  accustomed  diet; 
the  immediate  report  to  the  hospital  of  such  as 
were  even  slightly  indisposed,  afforded  advan- 
tages in  contracting  the  disease,  which  could 
scarcely  have  been  enjoyed  in  private  practice. 
Tbe  delay  of  a  few  hours  might,  and  unques- 
tionably would,  have  rendered,  in  many  cases, 
the  application  of  means  entirely  unavailing. 

In  the  greatly  increased  responsibilities  of 
my  situation  during  that  period,  I  feel  under 
great  obligations  to  the  board  of  inspectors,  for 
the  promptness  with  which  every  facility  was 
placed  at  my  disposal,  that  could  aid  me  in  my 
professional  duties. 

The  average  number  of  hospital  cases  per 
day,  for  each  month,  is  as  follows  :— 

January,  5  :  February,  4 ;  March,  IS :  April, 
9 ;  May,  7  ;  June,  7  ;  July,  4 ;  August,  6 ;  Sep- 
tember, 6;  October,  7;  November;  10;  Decem- 
ber, 7. 

The  whole  that  received  prescription,  em- 
b*tx'n8  those  discharged,  with  those  retained  in 
the  hospital,  would  average,  for  the  year,  about 
H  per  cent,  a  day.  *     ' 


Tbe  months  of  July,  August  end 
show  a  higher  nifmber  on  tbe  sick  list 
other  months,  and  a  diminished  a 
cases  confined  to  the  hospital. 

The  average  per  day  that  received 
tion  during  the  above  months  is  as  follows 

July,  19 ;  August,  91 ;  September,  90. 
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Report  of  the  Chaplain 
To  ths  inspectors  of  the  Stats  Prison, 

Gentlemen,— Though  it  Is  not  required  ef 
the  resident  chaplain  of  the  Prison,  by  say 
formal  resolution  of  your  board',  to  make  m 
annual  report,  it  seems  obviously  proper,  ss  ks 
holds  his  relation  to  the  institution  by  your  sn> 
pointment,  and  under  the  petronage  of  Ike 
state,  that  be  should,  from  time  to  time,  she 
some  account  of  tbe  nature  and  resells  of  bis 
labors.  It  Is  under  this  impression  that  I  pre- 
sent to  the  board  the  following  remarks  sad 
statements  relating  to  the  Interesting  and  inv 
portent  department  which  is  confided  to  srr 
care. 

To  enable  the  board  to  form  an  adequate 
estimate  of  tbe  need  and  utility  of  labor  in  tan 
department,  it  would  be  requisite  to  give  a  nul 
and  particular  view  of  the  character,  bakes 
and  propensities  of  the  convicts  previous  to 
their  conviction,  and  to  show  the  tendency 
and  actual  effects  of  moral  culture  upon  tner 
feelings  and  conduct  while  under  instruction, 
and  after  they  leave  tbe  Prison.  I  need  not 
say  that  this  is,  to  a  great  extent,  entirely  he- 
practicable.  Some  prominent  and  striking 
facts  may  be  presentee  ;  but  it  must  be  obvious 
that,  in  the  main,  I  can  speak  only  in  geaen! 
terms,  and  merely  give  my  own  conclusions, 
without  going  into  a  detail  of  the  facts  from 
which  those  conclusions  are  drawn. 

The  fact  which,  of  all  others,  Is  the  most 
striking  to  a  person  conversant  with  the  re- 
ligious history  of  convicts,  is  that  of  their  great 
and  general  ignorance  of  ths  BikU,  and  conse- 
quently of  tbe  nature  of  the  relations  which 
they  sustain  to  God  and  to  their  fellow  ssea, 
and  of  tbe  obligations  which  arise  out  of  those 
relations.  Without  mentioning  particular 
instances  of  this  ignorance,  which  would 
scarcely  be  credited,  it  is  sufficient  to  remark, 
that  many,  upon  being  questioned,  have  be- 
trayed their  inability  to  name  any  one  of  tbe 
books  or  parts  of  which  the  Bible  is  composes ; 
and  expressions  of  surprise  at  finding  it  to  bs 
such  a  book  as  it  is,  are  so  common  as  to  be 
very  remarkable.  The  following  extract  from 
the  account  which  one  gave  of  himself  a  lew 
days  since,  at  the  lime  of  his  discharge,  is  bat 
tbe  history  of  the  former  character  and  feethus 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  men  who  are  broads 
to  this  Prison.  It  is  the  substance  of  bis 
answer  to  a  question  respecting  his  education, 
and  in  nearly  his  own  words.  "  Says  be  has 
got  all  his  religious  instruction  in  this  Prison- 
never  took  a  Bible  into  his  hand  before— had 
none  at  home— despised  it — for  some  time  after 
he  came  here,  used  to  put  his  Bible  out  of  sight 
when  he  went  into  his  cell— could  not  bear  n> 
see  it — got  his  dislike  of  it  among  bis  old  as- 
sociates, who  were  always  ridiculing  it,  sad 
those  who  believed  in  it— hated  the  sight  of  a 
Christian,  and  thought  a  minister  as  bad  as  ths 
devil — whenever  tbey  talked  to  him,  be  used 
to  swear  at  them — was  the  means  of  leading 
his  young  brother  (convicted  with  him  at  ths 
age  of  15)  in  the  same  way.  Say  a  he  shall 
always  be  thankful  that  he  was  brought  to  this 
Prison." 

In  all  such  cases  of  ignorance  or  neglect  ef 
the  Bible,  it  has  been  found,  as  n  matter  ef 
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it  the  Sabbath  baa  been  habitually 
1  and  profaned.  And  it  were  well 
tual  violation  of  thia  sacred  inati- 
e  confined  to  auch  eaaes  only, 
however,  to  be  denied,  that  there  are 
many,  among  this  guilty  and  de- 
w  of  men,  who  have  broken  through 
rainta  of  a  religious  education,  and 
-  way  to  Prison  against  all  the  power- 
s  presented  to  their  minds  in  the 
they  are  so  few,  compared  with  those 
been  brought  up  without  instruction 
at  doctrines  and  duties  of  religion, 
server  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with 
Ity.  or  to  see  in  it  a  direct  and  con- 
x>r  of  the  salutary  influence  of  the 
lures,  and  of  the  importance  of  their 
lifiusion  and  inculcation, 
ifying  to  be  able  to  add,  in  corrobo- 
:he  same  point,  that,  of  more  than 
and  convicts  who  have  been  sen- 
this  Prison,  only  two  or  three  are 
tiave  previously  received  instruction 
schools. 

fact,  little  leas  remarkable,  respecting 
if  men,  is  their  general  ignorance  of 
nee  the  establishment  of  our  Prison 
boot,  nearly  seven  years  since,  about 
red  and  fifty  convicts  have  been 
to  it  for  instruction.  Of  these,  a 
>rity  could  read  only  in  the  easiest 
tsons,  by  spelling  many  of  the  worda ; 
Jian  one  hundred  commenced  with 
•el.  They  were  selected,  it  is  true, 
rounger  portion  of  the  convicts,)  on 
f  their  illiterateness  j  but  yet  it  is 
i  this  statement,  that  the  education 
en,  aa  a  class,  is  far  inferior  to  that 
sens  generally.  The  pupils  in  onr 
t,  almost  exclusively,  between  the 
and  30  ;  and  the  whole  number,  of 
om  which  they  have  been  selected, 
re  than  1640—560=1090.  The  pro- 
illiterate  men  above  the  age  of  30  is 
lal ;  few,  if  any,  of  whom,  it  will  be 
have  been  brought  into  this  account, 
nor  of  our  country,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
>t  can  be  found  exhibiting  such  a  pro- 
men  so  illiterate,  between  the  ages 
30,  compared  with  the  whole  popu- 
re  the  age  of  18.  Where  is  the  com- 
loae  every  eleventh  adult,  even  of 
population,  has  yet  to  learn  the  let- 
alphabet? 

fact,  which,  though  already  noto- 
rorthy  of  repetition  here,  is  the  re- 
vrtzMuence  of  intemperance  among  this 
n.  It  will  be  aeen  in  a  striking  light 
wing  statement.  The  number  of  con- 
in  this  Prison  is  683 ;  of  whom  there 
grossly  intemperate,  230  ;  moderately 
:e,  (regular  drinking,  and  occasional 
n,  or  either,)  278 ;  temperate  drinkers, 
ibstinenta,  or  nearly  so,  19 ;  total,  663. 
;  two  classes,  making  508,  or  nearly 
.ha  of  the  whole  number,  may  with 
»e  accounted  intemperate.  Of  these, 
mder  the  influence  of  ardent  spirits 
t  they  committed  their  crimes ;  and 
>le  number,  219  have  acknowledged 
one  or  both  of  their  parent*,  or  their 
'ere  more  or  less  intemperate. 
lea  of  facts  like  these  most  fully 
;  intemperance  is  the  great  and  over- 
urce  of  crime  in  our  land  ;  and,  after 
re  aeen  in  this  Prison,  I  cannot  doubt, 
»creasc  of  criminal  convictions  will 
jp  pace  with  the  progress  of  temper- 
that  its  universal  reign  would,  in  the 
nigh  depopulate  our  Prisons.  To 
e  but  the  temperance  reform  is  it  to 
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be  ascribed,  that  the  number  of  State  Prison 
convictions  in  this  state,  during  the  year  1832, 
hi  nearly  a  hundred  leas  than  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  ? 

Is  not  the  proportion  of  unmarried  convicts  also 
worthy  of  remark  ?  It  would  be  an  interesting 
subject  of  inquiry,  and  perhaps  lead  to  some 
important  conclusions,  to  ascertain  and  com- 
pare this  proportion  between  married  and  un- 
married adults  in  the  community  at  large.  I 
have  not  the  means  at  hand  of  ascertaining  the 
proportion  of  matriages  among  the  latter,  bat 
give  that  of  the  former  in  this  Prison,  to  enable 
any  one  who  may  be  curious  enough  to  prose- 
cute the  inquiry. 

Married  convicts,  364;  unmarried  convicts, 
319 ;  total,  683. 

Instances  of  separation  between  husband 
and  wife,  by  desertion,  previous  to  conviction, 
62 ;  by  death,  38. 

Is  not  this  proportion  of  unmarried  men  in 
Prison  much  greater  than  that  of  the  unmarried 
to  the  married  among  our  adult  male  popu- 
lation in  general  ?  And  if  so,  what  is  the 
inference  respecting  any  doctrines  tending  to 
repudiate  a  certain  "arbitrary  custom"  that 
prevails  in  society  ".under  its  present  organi- 
zation ?" 

The  married  convicts  left,  under  age,  901 
children : — 

With  a  competence  for  their  snp- 

W?ort, 223)  M1 
ithout  property  of  any  amount,. . .  678  J 
Among  relatives  who  could  assist 

them, 180 

Without  property  or  assistance   of 
friends 498 

The  resident  chaplain's  weekly  routine  of 
duties  is  too  well  known  to  need  now  to  be 
particularly  described.  The  moat  prominent 
are,  the  general  superintendence  of  the  Sabbath 
school,  the  public  exercises  of  the  chapel,  and 
the  private  instructions  at  the  cells,  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  the  daily  evening  devotions  in 
front  of  the  cells,  and  the  visiting  of  the  hospital, 
daring  the  week. 

Of  the  manner  in  which  these  and  the  variona 
other  duties  have  been  performed,  it  does  not 
become  me  to  speak.  I  trust,  however.  I  shall 
be  indulged  in  saying,  that,  in  all  my  Instruc- 
tions and  admonitions  to  the  convicts,  I  have 
dealt  plainly  with  them.  I  have  dwelt,  emphati- 
cally, upon  their  depravity  and  guilt  in  tram- 
pling upon  the  laws  of  God  and  of  their  country ; 
endeavored  to  awaken  remorse  in  their  con- 
sciences ;  to  convince  them  of  the  justice  of 
their  punishment ;  to  induce  them  to  yield  strict 
and  humble  obedience  to  all  the  regulations  of 
the  Prison  ;  to  press  home  upon  them  the  doty 
of  immediate  repentance  and  amendment ;  and 
to  persuade  them  to  take  refuge  in  the  mercy 
of  Him  who  says,  "  Let  the  wicked  forsake  bta 
way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts, 
and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will 
have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God,  for  be 
will  abundantly  pardon." 

Great  pains  have  also  been  taken  to  disauade 
them  from  the  future  use  of  ardent  spirits,  by 
portraying  the  ruinous  effects  of  intemperance, 
as  exhibited  in  their  own  wretched  condition, 
and  that  of  their  distressed  families  and  friends, 
and  by  giving  them  appropriate  tracts,  and  fre- 
quently reading  the  best  essays  on  the  subject 
in  the  chapel. 

The  Sabbath  school  still  proves  to  be  a  very 
important  and  efficient  auxiliary  to  the  labors 
of  the  chaplain.  During  the  past  year,  it  has 
consisted  of  about  two  hundred  pupils,  under 
the  immediate  instruction  of  thirty-five  of  the 
students  of  the  theological  seminary,  ^ 
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benevolent,  ditcreet  and  zealous  efforts  for  the 
benefit  of  those  men.  deserve  the  highest  com- 
ment! ut  ion.    The  primary  object  of  the  school  is 
to  instruct  the  illiterate  to  rend  ;  but  in  doing  this, 
the  teachers  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
of  dropping  useful  incidental  remarks,  and  of 
ranking  such  explanations  and  applications  of 
the  gnat  truths  of  the  Bible,  as  are  calculated 
to  e nlighteii  the   understanding  and  affect  the 
heart.    The  happy  tendency  of  this  system  of 
instruction  is  clearly  apparent,  not  only  in  the 
remarkable  progress  of  most  of  the  scholars  in 
readiiii:  and  religious  knowledge,  but  also  in 
their  more  ready  and  cheerful  compliance  with 
the  rules  of  the  Prison,  and.  as  we  trust,  in 
some  instances,  of  that  moral  transformation 
which  is  the  surest  pledge  of  a  virtuous  life 
here,  and   the  only  ground  of  hope  for  the 
future. 

And  what  has  been  said  of  the  apparent 
influence  of  the  Babbalh  school  instruction, 
may,  if  I  mistake  hot,  be  said  also  of  the  other 
modes  of  instruction.  The  convicts  in  general 
appear  to  be  affected  in  view  of  divino  truth. 
Their  fixed  attention,  and  often  their  deep  so- 
lemnity, during  the  public  exercises  of  the 
Babba ih,  ns  well  as  the  impressive  stillness  of 
the  hour  for  evening  devotions,  is  a  subject  of 
general  remark.  In  private  conversation,  alter 
the  firs'  lew  interviews,  they  manifest,  almost 
without  exception,  a  kind,  tender,  subdued 
state  of  feeling,  and  not  merely  a  willingness, 
but  more  or  less  eagerness,  to  receive  instruc- 
tion. And  it  is  so  common  to  hear  them,  with 
bursting  tears,  utter  expressions  of  gratitude 
that  they  were  arrested  in  their  infatuated 
career,  ami  lodged  in  the  State  Prison,  that  it 
has  almost  ceased  to  be  remarkable.  We  do 
not  dream,  that  the  hopes  which  such  appear- 
ances are  calculated  to  awaken,  will  always  or 
even  generally  be  realized  ;  but  that  they  have 
been,  in  many  instances,  we  have  the  most 
satisfactory  testimony.  We  have  documents 
to  show  that  a  great  number  who  were  once 
convict*  in  this  Prison  are  now  useful  and 
respectable  citizens.  It  is  known,  also,  that 
not  a  few  of  them,  in  various  parts  of  the 
co'.miry.  are  consistent  professors  of  religion, 
nnd  that  several  are  exemplary  members  or 
churches  in  our  own  village. 

I^et  mi-  hen;  disclaim  any  intention  of  arro- 
gating to  our  system  of  moral  and  religious 
instrut  :i-m,  Hiinply,  and  independently,  all  or 
any  of  the  rmrit  of  working  such  changes  in 
the  fe-.'.iugs  and  conduct  of  such  men.  Under 
a  s)riti.'in  of  unrestrained  association  and  inler- 
courw;  amorif.'  them,  it  would,  1  have  no  doubt, 
prove  to  In*  utterly  inefficient.  Its  succet* 
(leptMiw."  upon  the  rigid  enforcement  of  such  a 
fjhteiu  ol  discipline a«*>  our  board  have  adopted 
in  lhi->  institution.  Confident  as  I  am,  that 
your  ^\  stem  o(  physical  coercion  and  discipline, 
iiiort-l.' ,  without  its  accompaniment  of  moral 
inoiivf ;-,  would  only  make  bad  men  worse.  1 
Jim  n»>  l«:>s  ronlidcfit  that,  without  Mich  a  sys- 
t.:n  H'  Mi  id  seclusion  and  nun-intercourse, 
rt'liuii.iH  motive j  would  have  no  power  to  make 
bad  men  letter,  of  this  1  have  been  more 
fully  convinced  than  ever,  since  our  number  of 
eon  vie  i  -  In  -came  so  large  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary t-i  mil  fine  ncveral  together  at  niuht,  in 
each  of  our  large  cells.  The  mischievous 
effects  of  this  association,  partial  as  it  was, 
have  lii-t'ii  plainly  (tcrceptible,  not  only  upon 
tlioMt  tonviet*  themselves,  but  upon  others 
with  uli.iiu  they  have  labored  bv  day.  Hut  I 
rejoice  'o  Mud  that  this  evil  it  entirely  remedied 
iu»v\ ,  \-\  ill*  completion  of  the  new  and  admi- 
rable lloik  ol  cells  in  the  0011th  wing. 

It  pi\«u  1..  ■  the  frinceresl  pleaxtire,  loo,  that 
your  bo  ini  v  ill  be  able  to  represent  to  the  legis- 


lature a  great  improvement  In  the  roaditios  tt 
the  female  department.  Bioce  it  has  Wcm 
under  the  superintendence  of  oar  pion*  aid 
capable  matron,  by  day.  with  the  mean*  of  a 
partial  separation,  or  rather  elassinraU-m,  »; 
night,  the  appearance  and  conduct  of  tbr. 
females  have  certainly  been  very  striking} 
improved.  We  are  no  longer  disturbed  t>>  fhtiir 
boifterous  mirth,  their  infuriate  shriek*.  i\*r. 
shocking  oaths,  or  the  sound  of  the  irr-M1- 
brick-bat.  We  bear  no  more  the  clank  of  1)  - ' 
chains,  nor  see  upon  their  faces  the  mark*  *•( 
savage  combat.  With  only  an  occasional  re- 
ception, all  now  is  silence,  order,  m-atar. -, 
and  cheerful  industry.  It  is  truly  siirpri«i;.t. 
that  the  presence  of  a  matron,  under  sll  If* 
disadvantages  which  must  1*  encountered  is 
apartments  so  ill  adapted  to  the  purpose,  tiacid 
ever  have  wrought  so  great  a  change. 

But.  after  all,  I  must  he  perruiufed  in  m>  ,  tin. 
should  this  improvement  of  our  female  depart- 
ment be  the  occasion  of  relaxing  the  effort*  of 
your  board,  or  of  delaying  the  action  of  th* 
legislature,  on  the  subject  of  building  a  nrv 
Prison  for  females.  I  should,  on  the  nh;4r- 
rcgard  it  as  a  most  unfortunate  nnd  calam.tnw 
step.  The  board  need  not  be  told,  that  ufa 
department  is  still  extremely  incomniodioe*, 
and  that  it  never  en*  be  fitted  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  be  at  all  suitable  for  the  permanent  con- 
finement of  females.  The  apartments  are  too 
small  for  even  the  present  number  of  inmate*, 
badly  arranged,  difficult  of  acce**,  nnd  so  sit. 
uate,  in  the  third  story,  at  to  require  the  help 
of  male  convicts  in  carrying  every  article  that 
passes  to  or  from  them — such  as  fuel,  water, 
rations,  work,  offals,  excrements,  Ax.  kc- 
which  renders  it  next  to  impossible,  with  the 
utmost  vigilance,  to  prevent  improper  commu- 
nication. All  the  females,  whether  few  rr 
many,  (at  present  twenty-five,)  must  of  nrces 
sity  be  confined,  at  night,  in  four  cells,  art 
larger  each  than  a  common  bed-room.  Another 
inconvenience  is,  that  they  are  in  so  remote  a 
part  of  the  Prison,  that,  in  case  of  suddeu  *»cr- 
ness,  or  other  calamity,  in  the  night,  they  coulrt 
not  be  heard,  unless  by  mere  accident. 

But  if  all  these  inconvenience*  were  ohviare.1, 
there  would  still  remain  one.  which,  of  it-nit, 
ought  to  tie  sufficient  to  decide  the  matter  \'. 
once,  nnd  for  which  there  1*  m*  rencu'-, 
stated  in  the  last  report  of  your  board.  '•  n  rhmf 
incurring  an  expense,  in  the  re-organ izati..::  ( ■:' 
the  male  department,  more  than  equal  tt>  J I -»i 
of  erecting  an  entire  new  institution  :'.' 
females."  1  allude  to  the  fact  of  their  hor.s 
necessarily  confined,  day  and  night,  perpetual!*  ■ 
within  walls  which  almost  exclude  thf  air.  m  1 
light  of  heaven.  They  never  do,  and  i.iv  : 
can,  step  out  of  their  close  unnrtnicnii<  o»r  <  :■■ 
moment,  to  breathe  the  fresh  air.  or  enjo)  \l> 
broad  light  of  day.  The  rnnsci)iiriicr  u-.  n 
great  amount  of  disease,  and  a  general  U>  i 
fude  and  inertness  almost  ns  bad.  A  |T>v» ' 
tionate  amount  of  sickness  among  the  nn'.i 
convicts,  would  throng  the  hospital  with  tn-tn 
fifty  to  a  hundred  men  constantly,  instead  .  f 
six  or  eight.  In  this  situation,  many  i-f  U.« 
females  have  endured  long  sentence*.  m;J 
others  remain,  who  have  spent  more  than  htlf 
of  their  terms,  of  seven,  ten.  twelve,  and  four- 
teen years.  Who  can  hesitate  to  proiiouaie  i: 
inhuman,  barbarous,  unworthy  of  the  as*-: 
And  why  is  the  penalty  of  the  law  nllowi-d  t* 
fall  with  more  severity  upon  this  rlass  of  r.<r.- 
victs  than  upon  the  other  i  To  be  a  Wr  enn- 
vict  in  this  Prison,  would  lie  quite  toknH*: 
but  to  be  a  female  convict,  for  any  prutraciea 
term,  would  be  worse  than  death. 

1   ht've  said,  that   for  this  evil   there  v  »* 
remedy.    This  every  one  knows,  who  has  an) 
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of  the  arrangement  of  our  Prison 
shop*  and  yard*.  The  females  can- 
«p  oat  of  their  apartments,  in  any 
without  mingling  with  the  men ;  and 

yard  room  that  can  possibly  be  ap- 

to  their  use,  without  completely 
the  operations  of  a  great  part  of  the 
rtment. 

ther,  I  am  told  by  the  agent  and 
it,  in  order  to  complete  the  design 

been  begun  by  the  erection  of  the 
of  cells  in  this  wine  the  past  season, 
i  must  be  removed  from  their  present 
i.  and  placed — no  one  knows  where, 
have  rooms  fitted  up  in  the  present 

chapel,  still  less  convenient  than 
now  occupy  ;  but  only  by  dispensing 
th  a  place  for  public  worship.  The 
i  commenced.  I  am  also  told,  must 
ed,  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  con- 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  neces- 

rment  of  the  mess-room,  and  that 
will  make  application  for  a  law 
I  it  to  be  done  the  ensuing  season, 
m,  the  legislature  is  prepared  entirely 

the  practice  of  public  worship  in 
i,  for  the  sake  of  keeping  these 
re,  and  that  in  a  truly  miserable  con- 
st other  alternative  remains,  than 
Dvide  a  new  establishment  for  them, 
e  them  from  confinement  ? 
[  have  already  swelled  this  commu- 
r  beyond  the  limits  which  I  had  pre- 
myself,  I  cannot  close  it  without 
ging  my  obligations  to  the  officers 
ion  for  the  countenance  and  klnd- 
I  have  uniformly  met  with  in  the 
of  my  duties,  and  to  the  Prison 
Society,  of  Boston,  for  their  perse- 
rts  to  sustain  me,  as  their  missionary, 
ry  contributions,  in  addition  to  the 

amount  which  I  receive  from  the 
le  Prison. 

ltlemen,  very  respectfully,  yourobe- 
nt, 

B.  C.  SMITH,  Resident  Chaplain. 


Hi  so  if,  Auburn, ) 
ry  1, 1833.         | 


J. 

the  Inspectors  of  the  Mount  Pleas- 
ant State  Prison. 

arable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
JVw  York. 

eetors  of  the  State  Prison  at  Mount 
i  the  county  of  Westchester,  reaper  t- 

•m  the  thirtieth  day  of  September, 
thirtieth  day  of  September,  1&T2,  in 
period  of  one  year,  and  to  the  time 
iacal  year  terminates,  Robert  Wiltso, 
e  agent  of  the  Prison,  has  receive'! 
thereof  (including  a  balance  in  his 
he  commencement  of  the  year,  of 
$72,301  1G 

n  there  has  been  expend - 
;  use  of  the  Prison,  during 
period, 68,051  83 


balance  in  the  hands  of 
t.  on  the  30th  September, 
licabJe  to  the  wants  of  the 

r 
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All  of  which  Is  more  particularly  detailed  in  a 
statement  which  accompanies  this  report, 
marked  A,  showing  from  what  sources  the 
money  has  been  received,  and  to  what  uses  ap- 
plied. 

The  receipts  from  the  earnings  of  the  con- 
victs, during  the  year,  have  amounted  to 
$38,767  70  ;  a  sum  much  less  than  the  labor  was 
worth,  and  much  less  than  it  would  have  been 
had  the  agent  been  free  from  the  old  and  un- 
favorable contracts,  which  were  made  from  the 
supposed  necessity  that  existed  of  forcing  the 
work  made  here  into  market.  Those  contracts 
are  principally  fulfilled.  The  greater  part  of 
the  work  which  has  been  done  in  the  stone 
shops,  during  the  year,  has  been  upon  these  con- 
tracts. 

This  difficulty  is  now  overcome,  and  con- 
tracts have  been  made,  which,  it  is  supposed,will 
be  sufficient  to  occupy  the  labor  of  the  convicts 
for  a  great  part  of  the  current  year,  at  a  fair 
price  for  their  labor. 

Another  serious  injury  to  the  fiscal  concerns 
of  the  Prison  arose  from  the  prevalence  or  the 
spasmodic  cholera  among  the  convicts.  It  la 
confidently  believed  that  the  actual  loss  to  the 
funds  of  the  Prison,  arising  from  the  loss  of 
labor,  will  not  be  less  than  one  sixth  of  the  re- 
ceipts from  that  source.  Although  that  disease 
continued  only  about  fifty  days,  still,  the  state 
of  alarm,  the  looseness  of  discipline  which  it 
produced,  the  time  to  recover  from  its  effects, 
and  restoration  of  discipline,  all  together,  is  be- 
lieved to  have  equalled  two  months'  ordinary 
labor  of  the  convicts.  The  actual  additional 
expense  to  the  institution,  produced  in  conse- 
quence of  this  disease,  amounted  to  $1 ,404  79, 
as  will  appear  from  the  annexed  paper  mark- 
ed A. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  convicts  have,  by  order  of  bis  excellency 
Governor  Throop,  been  removed  from  this  Pris- 
on to  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  sixty  in  the 
fall  of  1831,  and  sixty  in  May,  1833.  The  re- 
moval of  this  last  number  was  at  the  time  at- 
tended with  much  inconvenience,  and  rendered 
a  failure  in  the  fulfilment  of  contracts  for  the 
supply  of  rubblestone  inevitable.  Contracts  had 
been  made  upon  the  supposition  that  all  the 
convicts  were  to  be  employed  at  labor  about 
the  Prison.  The  removal  of  sixty  able-bodied 
men  could  not  fail  to  produce  disappointment, 
both  to  the  agent  and  those  persons  who  haa 
contracted  for  the  work  to  be  prepared  by  the 
convicts. 

This  was  not  all  the  inconvenience  sustained 
by  such  removal :  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  la- 
bor of  the  convicts,  the  expense  of  their  re- 
moval was  about  $900,  which  was  defrayed 
in  part  by  the  funds  intended  for  the  support 
of  this  Prison  ;  and  the  residue  now  remains  a 
charge  against  them.  As  the  law  now  stands, 
the  expense  of  removal,  Including  that  of  the 
officers  and  guards  who  attended  the  convicts 
dnring  the  journey,  is  a  charge  upon  the  Prison. 
In  addition  to  this  expense,  each  convict  had  a 
suit  of  clothes,  which  was  furnished  by  the 
agent  of  this  Prison;  each  suit  wortli  about 
four  dollars. 

Work  has  been  done  by  the  convicts  upon 
the  stone  for  the  Capitol  Park,  Albany,  for 
which  the  agent  would  have  charged  and  re- 
ceived about  $750,  from  any  individual,  more 
than  he  is  entitled  to  receive  for  this  work.  He 
is  entitled  to  receive  for  this  work  only  the 
expenses  of  the  laborers,  and  not  the  worth  of 
the  labor. 

The  paper  annexed,  and  marked  C,  contains 
an  inventory  of  the  property  and  effects  belong- 
ing to  the  Mount  Pleasant  State  Prison^  on,  tha 
30th  September,  IBs*. 
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The  number  of  convict*  in  this 
Prison  oh  too  30th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1831,  was, . 960 

From  that  time  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, .  1832,  a  period  of  one 
year,  there  has  been  received, 
(table   I,) 389 

During  the  same  period,  133  have 
been,  discharged  by  expiration  of 

sentence,  (paper  L,) 133 

153  have  died ,  (paper  K,) 153 

38  have  been  pardoned,  (table  M,)  96 

Transferred  to  Auburn, 130 

Escaped  during  the  cholera, 3 


1,269 


Remaining  in   Prison,  September 
30,  1832, 


437 


832 


It  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  number  of  convicts  received  at  this 
Prison  during  the  last  year  has  been  less  than 
during  the  eleven  preceding  months  by  forty  - 
nine.  The  difference  arises,  undoubtedly,  in 
part,  from  the  fact  that,  since  some  time  in  May 
last,  the  fourth  senate  district  and  five  counties 
in  the  fifth  senate  district,  have  been  annexed  to 
the  Auburn  Prison  district.  During  the  months 
of  May,  June,  July.  August  and  September, 
1831,  die  territory  which  has  been. taken  from 
this  Prison  district  furnished  to  this  Prison 
twenty-five  convicts,  a  number  considerably 
less  than  the  decrease  of  the  convicts  above 
stated. 

We  may  ardently  hope,  but  cannot  reasona- 
bly expect,  that,  with  a  population  rapidly  in- 
creasing, the  number  of  crimes  will  decrease. 
During  the  year  covered  by  this  report,  the  in- 
crease of  convicts  has  not  been  in  proportion 
to  the  probable  increase  of  population ;  indeed, 
the  convicts  have  decreased  about  three  per 
cent. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  inspectors  of 
this  Prison,  it  was  estimated  that,  on  the  30th 
September,  1832,  the  convicts  in  this  Prison 
would  amount  to  twelve  hundred.  We  feel 
great  satisfaction  in  stating  that  this  estimate 
has  not  been  realized,  and  that  it  would  not 
have  been,  had  none  of  the  convicts  been  taken 
from  this  Prison  and  sent  to  Auburn,  and  had 
none  died  by  cholera.  The  number  of  deaths 
by  cholera  was  103,  the  number  sent  to  Auburn. 
120,  which,  added  to  the  present  number,  would 
make  1055.  The  error  in  that  estimate  proba- 
bly arose  from  an  omission  to  estimate  the  num- 
ber of  discharges  by  expiration  of  sentence. 
The  short  sentences  under  the  Revised  Statutes 
having,  for  the  first,  expired  during  the  last  year, 
no  allowance  for  that  circumstance  was  made 

The  discharges  by  the  expiration  of  sentence 
during  the  eleven  months  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1831,  were  65;  during  the  next  twelve 
months,  the  discharges  from  tbe  same  cause 
were  133;  tho  latter  exceeding  the  former  by 
68:  but  this  would  not  make  the  estimated 
number  in  the  last  report. 

This  Prison  contains  one  thousand  solitary 
cells  j  and  we  are  inclined  to  believe,  that,  for 
the  present  at  least,  no  increase  of  eel  hi  will  be 
necessary  ;  but  should  the  number  of  convicts 
increase  beyond  the  number  of  cells,  the  pres- 
ent system  of  discipline,  which  has  been  so  dis- 
tinctly marked  by  public  approbation,  could  not 
be  fully  sustained  without  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  separate  apartments,  so  as  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  putting  more  than  one  convict  in 
a  cell.     , 

The  annexed  paper  marked  D,  exhibits  not 
only  the  number  of  convicts  on  the  30th  day  of 
September  hut,  but  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  employed.    This  statement,  although  cor- 


rect at  that  time,  should  by  no  means 
as  a  correct  statement  of  their  amnio] 
another  time.  When  the  severity  of  the 
prevents  working  in  the  quarries  to  si 
the  number  in  the  different  shop*  is  inei 
as  to  keep  the  convicts  employed  in  ssk 
ner  as  to  make  tbe  moat  from  their  lab 

From  the  annexed  document  marki 
report  of  the  physician  to  tbe  Prison, 
perceived  that  at  no  time  since  the  F 
been  the  receptacle  of  convicts,  has  tl 
of  tbe  establishment  been  as  good  aa  si 
of  that  report.  From  the  same  report 
seen  that  376  of  the  convicts  took  the 
symptoms  of  the  spasmodic  cholera,  anc 
hundred  and  three  of  that  number  sis 
ahum  which  was  produced  by  the  as 
of  this  disease  was  very  great ;  and,  * 
much  apprehension  was  entertained  i 
security  of  the  convicts :  but,  after  the 
lence  of  the  panic  had  subsided,  all 
seemed  to  pass  away.  The  inspectors  * 
with  great  pleasure  the  fearless  devotl 
the  officers  connected  with  the  establish 
the  care  of  tbe  convicts  and  the  sale 
institution. 

During  the  extreme  violence  of  thh 
the  Prison  was  visited  by  his  exceHei 
ernor  Throop,  in  company  with  seven 
gentlemen.  His  visit  had  a  great  tea 
restore  confidence,  and  dispel  the  fe 
gion,  which  had  spread  far  into  the  c 
operated  to  cut  off  all  communications 
the  persons  in  the  village  and  the  coua 
those  who  were  connected  with  the  Pi 

This  timely  visit,  in  connection  with 
nef  in  which  it  was  performed,  withoi 
apprehension,  visiting  the  afck.examn 
different  cases,  had  a  most  salutary  i 
No  single  occurrence,  during  tbe  conch 
that  disease,  had  so  great  a  tendency 
alarm  and  restore  confidence,  as  tblf  l 
ed  and  benevolent  visit. 

The  report  of  the  chaplain,  marked  < 
accompanies  this  report,  shows  the  m 
dition  of  this  institution.  In  this  reap 
has  been  a  manifest  improvement  in  tl 
of  the  last  year. 

The  assiduous  attention  of  the  ens 
promote  the  temporal  as  well  as  the 
condition  of  the  convicts,  deserves  tl 
bation  of  the  inspectors,  and  they  trui 
bors  will  be  attended  with  much  eo 
to  himself,  and  permanent  benefit  to 
victs. 

They  regret  that  the  compensation  i 
receives  for  his  services  is  inadeqna 
deserts,  and  would  suggest  the  proprs 
creasing  his  salary  to  six  hundred  dolls 

The  persons  employed  in  and  about 
on,  in  different  capacities,  on  the  30tl 
tember  last,  were  as  follows :  one  a| 
clerk,  one  deputy  keeper,  twenty-thr 
ant  keepers,  and  twenty-nine  guan 
number  employed  seems  to  be  Justine 
situation  of  the  Prison,  the  quarries,  aj 
Some  ol  the  convicts  are  employed  in 
field  more  than  a  quarter  oi  a  mile 
Prison,  and  the  guard  has  been  inOJ 
proportion  as  additional  facilities  for  « 
furnished  by  removing  the  convicts  tc 
remote  from  the  Prison 

The  accompanying  document  m 
contains  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  fes 
victs  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  I 
confined  at  Bellevue,  under  the  immet 
of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
the  30th  day  of  November,  1833.  On 
thirty-six  female  convicts  remained  n 
During  the  summer  past,  eleven  of  th 
convicts  escaped  from  BeUevue.    It  i 


■unm  mepost— 1833. 
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the  cholera  threatened  to  destroy  all 
ea  of  that  Prison ;  advantage  was 
that  panic  Eight  also  of  the  state 
vbo  were  there  confined,  died  during 
ear,  six  of  them  with  cholera ;  five 
discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence, 
r  pardon. 

iber  of  the  female  convicts  on  the  90th 
wr,  1831,  was  forty-six.  The  number 
h  of  November,  1899,  was  thirty-six. 
tshed  number  of  this  class  of  convicts 
othe  escapes  and  cholera:  without 
rrenees,  the  number  would  have  been 
•ly  increased  over  that  of  the  last  year, 
tonth  of  October  last,  the  Inspectors 
llevue,  to  see  the  actual  condition  of 
lets.  They  are  confined  in  one  room, 
rent  galleries,  but  within  the  same 
closure.  No  attempt  has  ever  been 
itablish  a  system  of  discipline  among 
b  old,  the  young,  all  colors  and  con- 
re  indiscriminately  mixed  together, 
t  in  crime  is  the  companion  of  the 
guilt:  none  can  be  there  confined 
ilfering  in  morals  from  the  compan- 
eir  confinement.  Moral  reformation 
expected  so  long  as  the  present  course 
with  them ;  indeed,  if  any  virtuous 
i  linger  about  the  new  convict  sent 
e,  they  are  sure  to  be  obliterated  by 
y  of  the  character  and  conduct  of 
i  whom  they  are  associated  by  their 
nt. 

ention  of  the  legislature  has  often 
d  to  this  subject,  and  the  necessity 
lie  Prison  for  female  convicts  urged 
;  force.  The  inspectors  of  this  Prison 
recommendation  to  the  legislature, 
i  for  this  unfortunate  and  criminal 
>mmuaity,  a  different  place  of  con- 
a  place  which,  by  the  discipline  es- 
shall  tend  to  reform,  and  not,  as  in 
lent   condition,   lead  to    inevitable 

it  is  entertained  but  the  same  dlscl- 
•M  now  controls  and  subdues  the  male 
tay  be  made  equally  serviceable  with 
is.  Under  the  charge  of  a  judicious 
e  cannot  believe  but  great  moral  ref- 
may  be  produced.  This  considera- 
calls  with  great  force  for  a  change  In 
of  punishing  female  convicts.  It  is 
ty  of  consideration  to  inquire  whether 
le  to  the  state  would  not  be  diminish- 
)  change.  The  state  now  pays  one 
lollars  a  year  for  each  female  convict 
sllevue.  They  are  not  employed  at 
except  cooking,  washing,  making  and 
slothes  for  themselves ;  and  this  occu- 
amall  part  of  their  time.  The  law  is 
9  as  to  the  place  where  these  convicts 
onflned ;  and  such  sum  must  be  paid 
poration  of  New  York  choose  to  de- 
tainer that  sum  he  a  fair  compensa- 
lyond  the  value  of  the  services  ran- 

ineetors  learn  from  the  commission- 
Aims-House  in  New  York,  who  have 
iiate  charge  of  Bellevue,  that  it  is  far 
g  desirable  to  them  to  keep  the  fe- 
rtcts  far  the  state  at  the  price  which 
urged :  that  it  would  he  convenient 
ity  aataority  to  occupy  occasionally 
r  criminals,  the  Prison  which  is  now 
the  female  convicts.  They  did  not. 
manifest  a  decided  wish  to  he  released 
soutract  under  which  these  prisoners 
and  until  some  other  place  of  con- 
is  provided,  the  present  arrangement 
tor/  be  continued. 
ssjmmi  site  for  a  Prison  for  female 


convicts  may  be  found  on  the  state  farm,  hi 
the  vicinity  of  this  Prison  ;  and  the  inspectors 
do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  Its  occupation 
for  that  purpose.  The  expense  of  such  a  mJM« 
Ing  has  often  been  the  subject  of  estimate,  and 
particularly  In  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
of  this  Prison  to  the  legislature  In  1830. 

This  estimate  was  made,  as  we  understand, 
upon  the  supposition  that  one  Prison  only 
should  be  erected  in  the  state  for  this  purpose 
If  a  Prison  for  female  convicts  should  he  con- 
nected with  each  of  the  State  Prisons,  the  ex- 
Smse  of  the  buildings  at  either  place  would 
II  far  short  of  that  estimate. 

During  the  past  year,  the  south  wing  of  this 
Prison  has  been  extended  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  feet  in  length,  forty  feet  wide,  tad 
two  stories  high,  of  solid  stone  masonry. 

The  north  wing  has  also  been  extended 
twenty  feet  in  length,  thirty-five  feet  in  width, 
and  carried  up  two  stories  high,  and  the  wing 
finished.  This  Is  also  of  stone.  Additional 
work-ebons,  a  store  house,  ox  stables,  and  a 
guard  house,  are  necessary ;  and  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  agent  to  erect  them  daring  the  cur- 
rent year.  An  estimate  of  expense  of  the  ma- 
terials for  building  the  guard  house,  store  house, 
and  ox  stables,  Is  nereto  annexed,  marked  B. 

Upon  the  same  paper  is  also  a  statement  of 
the  money  now  owing  to  the  corporation  of 
New  York  for  the  support  of  female  convicts, 
and  the  probable  amount  which  will  be  required 
for  their  support  for  the  ensuing  year;  also 
the  amount  or  the  expenses  of  transportingcoB- 
viets  to  the  Bute  Prison  at  Auburn.  These 
several  sums,  as  estimated  by  the  agent  of  the 
Prison,  amount  to  $11,479  78. 

These  several  sums  are  not  directly  connected 
with  the  support  of  this  Prison,  and  should 
not  be  a  charge  upon  its  funds.  An  appropria- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  covering  their  expense 
is  thought  by  the  agent  to  be  necessary.  If 
this  is  done,  he  confidently  believes  that  he 
shall  be  able,  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  to 
defray  all  the  expense  of  supporting  the  estab- 
lishment for  the  ensuing  year,  without  any  aid 
from  the  treasury,  and  also  perform  the  labor 
upon  the  contemplated  building. 

By  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  inspectors  are  required  to  accompany 
their  annual  report  with  copies  of  the  monthly 
accounts  furninbed  to  them  by  the  agent  of  the 
Prison.  These  accounts,  from  No.  1  to  No.  19, 
inclusive,  are  sent  herewith.  The  Importance 
of  these  copies  is  not  exactly  understood,  since 
the  same  accounts,  with  the  original  vouchers, 
are  deposited  with  the  comptroller.  It  Is,  how- 
ever, required  by  the  law,  and  we  comply  with 
its  demands. 

The  paper  annexed,  marked  H,  contains  a 
list  of  contracts  entered  into,  on  which  the  coa- 
victs  are  employed. 

The  great  inducement  for  locating  the  Prison 
at  thin  place,  was  the  Immense  quantity  of 
marble  which  is  found  on  the  state  farm,  con- 
nected with  the  belief  that  the  convicts  might 
be  more  advantageously  employed  in  preparing 
this  article  for  market  than  at  any  other  kind  of 
business.  The  quarries  have  at  different  times 
presented  discouraging  indications :  sometimes 
the  quality  of  the  mantle  has  been  indifferent ; 
at  other  times  the  great  difficulty  in  removing 
the  immense  quantities  of  earth  under  which 
the  marble  was  buried,  seemed  to  destroy  the 
prospect  of  a  profitable  employment  at  the  stone 
business. 

Within  the  last  year,  a  decided  improvement 
has  appeared  In  the  quarries ;  and  tbcv  now  hat 
fair  to  satisfy  the  expectations  which  induced 
a  selection  of  this  place  for  the  Prison.  The 
quality  of  the  umtsm  in  JP**\  laaxitonnW 
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■appreciated  in  the  market,  and  contract*  at  a 
fair  price  are  now  offered  sufficient  to  employ 
tfco  great  muss  of  the  convicts ;  and  we  have  no 
doubt  but  tbe  proceeds  from  tbe  labor  of  the 
convicts  at  the  stone  business,  for  the  ensuing 
year,  will  fully  prove  this  to  be  tbe  most  profit- 
able business  at  which  they  can  be  employed. 

PIERRE  VAN  CORTLANDT,  )  - ._ 

JOHN   FISHER,  (inspec- 

WALKFR  TODD,  )   *""** 

Inspector*1  Qfice.  \ 

ttate  Prison,  Mount  Pleasant,  } 
December  9oth,  1831.        > 


the  Report  of  the 


Documents  acrompeaunns; 

Inspector*  of  the  'Mom.    

Prtson. 

(A.  )    • 

Expenditure*  for  the  Year  ending  September 
30,  1831 

For  hospital  atoms  and  medical  at- 
tendance for  cholera  patients,  $MM  74 
stock  and  tools  for  blacksmiths* 

shop  and  lock  shop, 1,466  06 

stock  and  tools  for  stone  shops 

and  quarries, 4,738  64 

cash  paid  for  transportation  of 

convicts  to  Auburn,.... 383  70 

travelling  expenses, 9957 

building  materials, 1,188  97 

stock  and  tools  for  shoemakers* 

■hop,.... 81  40 

materials  for  convicts'  clothing 

and  blankets, 4,034  08 

Prison  furniture 94  56 

fuel,  oil  and  soap,  including  coal 

for  smiths'  shop, 3,969  99 

rations, 22,985  02 

hospital  stores  and  medicines,  361  85 

stationery  and  postage, 128  96 

discharged  convicts, 383  50 

apprehension  of  escaped  con-  38  00 

victa,  freight  and  cartage,. ...  866  15 
office rs  and  guard,  physician  and 

chaplain / 93J390  98 

square  timber  for  dock*, 155  86 

paid  corporation  of  New  York, 

for  support  of  females, 9^79  35 

Bibles  for  con  victs, 79  50 

$68,051  83 


Cash  on  hand, $3,366  46 

Received  from  contractors, 38,934  70 

Treasury, 30,000  00 


Paid  out,. 


$79,301  16 
68,051  83 

Dae,  September  30, 1839 $4,949  33 


received  from   the  feUswinr  Deportments, 
curing  the  Year  ending  September  20,  1839. 

blacksmith  and  lock  shop,  $5,362  38 

■tone  shops. 99591  53 

shoemakers' shop, 3,159  85 

coopers'  shop, 49650 

docktogssold, 134  44 

rent  of  bouse  and  farm. 167  00 

$38,934  70 
ROBERT  WILTSR,    AgmL     J 


J*) 

The  Physician  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  State 

Prison  respectfully  reports t 

That  the  proportion  of  sick  has  been  greater 
during  the  last  than  any  preceding  year. 
Diarrhoea,  and  other  derangements  of  the  diarav 
Ive  organs,  have  been  the  prevailing  disorders  cf 
the  institution:  those  complaints  were  brrr- 
tofore  prevalent  during  the  summer  moats*, 
but  for  the  past  year,  have  occurred  with  almost 
equal  frequency  at  an  seasons :  together  with 
those  diseases,  typhus  fever  was  prevalent  dar- 
ing the  months  or  October  and  December ;  asd 
during  the  month  of  November,  nearly  all  the 
inmates  of  the  Prison  were  infected  with  b> 
flaenza.  In  February,  about  forty  of  :be  con- 
victs were  attacked  with  measles.  They  aai 
this  complaint  In  Ita  worst  form.  All,  however, 
ultimately  recovered. 

The  malignant  cholera  prevailed  here  dorfajf 
the  months  of  July  and  August,  having  sees 
preceded  by  diarrhoea  and  the  common  cholera 
morbus.  The  first  case  occurred  on  the  17m  of 
July,  and  the  last  on  the  4th  of  September. 
Three  hundred  and  seventy-six  convicts  took 
the  extreme  symptoms  of  this  disease,  (nm 
which  one  hundred  and  three  died ;  and  aearlr 
all  the  remaining  inmates  had  the  premonitory 
symptoms,  or  first  stage  of  the  disease.  There 
have  been  forty-two  deaths  during  the  year  froa 
other  diseases,  viz.  from  fevers,  six ;  consanuv 
tion,  twerve ;  dysentery,  four ;  dropsy,  eleven ; 
chronic  diarrhoea,  four;  accidental  iajary, 
two  ;  rupture  of  a  blood- vessel,  one :  syphilitic 
ulcers,  one ;  scrofula,  one. 

The  fatal  termination  of  many  of  those  cases 
was  no  doubt  hastened  by  the  prevailing  epi- 
demic. 

The  general  state  of  health  here  at  present  n 
extremely  good :  only  seven  persons  from  sick- 
ness are  confined  to  the  hospital. 

A.  KISSAM  HOFFMAN. 
Mount  Pleasant  State  Prison,  ) 
September  30th,  1832.       J 


(G.  ) 

Report  of  the  Chaplain. 

To  the  Inspectors  qf  Stats  Prison  at  Sng-Smg; 

During  the  past  year,  there  has  been  a  mini 
fest  improvement  in  the  moral  condition  of  the 
Prison.  The  number  of  those  who  give  rvideace 
of  radical  reformation  greatly  exceeds  that  of  ear 
previous  time  when  I  have  been  called  apoo 
to  make  my  report.  It  would  perhaps  be  in- 
gratitude to  God,  disregard  to  the  claims  sad 
interests  of  community,  and  injustice  to  taw 
institution,  were  4  to  withhold  such  a  public 
acknowledgment.  Besides  these,  there  are  ttil 
a  greater  number,  who  are  deeply  impressed  ia 
view  of  their  past  lives,  and  present  unforgrree 
state.  The  means  and  course  of  duties  wbich 
I  have  pursued,  are  essentially  the  -f  st 
speckled  in  a  former  report. 

Our  Sunday  school,  being  interrupted  and  de- 
ranged by  the  introduction  of  the  easier*  bat 
not  since  been  revived,  out  will  be,  H  to  booed, 
at  the  opening  of  the  coming  season.  It  U  it- 
garded  as  highly  tieeful,  especially  to  acertaia 
class  of  these  men. 

While,  In  the  righteous  providence  of  God. 
wo  have  shared  largely  in  this  awful  and  fatal 
epidemic,  which  has  filled  oar  country  and  tat 
world  with  so  much  alarm,  nevertheless,  ire 
have  reason  to  believe  that  this  trying?  f  li-T 
has  not  been  wtthouibenoAcaal,,  -  - 
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in  many  instances,  towards  those  wlio  have 
larvived.  In  my  intercourse  with  the  men,  I 
bsve  fr.»n»ieiitjy  found  that  impressions  were 
[hen  turtle  which  were  deep  and  lasting.  One 
was  taken  from  the  number  of  keepers,  and 
others  suffered  an  attack  ;  while  tlto  mortality 
unong  the  convicts  amounted  to  about  one  kun- 
irtd.  To  you,  who  witnessed  the  scene,  it  is 
jnneeessary  for  me  to  say  that  it  was  well  cal- 
sulatsd  to  electrify  the  whole  body,  chained 
together  by  the  peculiarity  of  their  condition, 
s/ith  the  most  propound  solemnity  and  awe. 
During  this  time,  the  chapel  being  occupied  as 
in  hospital,  the  men  were  assembled  in  mass 
more  frequently  than  ordinary  in  the  open  air, 
where  the  appropriate  exercises  of  religion  were 
performed,  and  where  such  communications 
were  made  concerning  the  threatening  disease, 
ind  such  precautions  recommended,  as  were 
leeuied  proper  and  necessary  to  their  welfare. 
And  among  those  who  were  seized  and  pros- 
lated  in  the  various  stapes  of  the  disease,  I 
was  present  as  much  and  as  often  as  duty  and 
nefulness  seemed  to  require.  Alarm  was  be- 
low the  sensation  produced  in  my  mind  by  this 
icene.  I  was  made  acquainted  with  the  last 
iesirea  and  impressions  of  some,  their  hopes, 
ind  their  fsaes,  to  whom  I  could  but  drop  a 
word  ;  and  in  the  midst  of  so  much  either  per- 
gonal agitation  or  torpor,  or  deaUi,  and  the  general 
ronfasion  necessarily  incidental  to  such  a  state 
>f  things,  though  religious  exercises  were  some- 
imes  attempted,  there  was  little  opportunity 
)f  communicating,  and  as  little  for  receiving  or 
improving.  It  seemed  but  a  usiepoedtiko. 
Ind  I  felt  that  the  most  to  be  done  at  tills  crisis 
was  to  remind  them  of  past  instructions,  and 
>t  that  almighty  and  compassionate  Redeemer 
:o  whom  they  had  so  often  been  directed,  and 
wrho  alone  bad  power  to  forgive  sin.  Some  died 
n  tho  triumphs  of  faith,  who,  in  health,  had 
ivinced  a  radical  change  of  character,  and  some 
teemed  to  obtain  peace  even  at  the  twelfth  hour. 

Tho  result  of  the  effort  made  to  ascertain 
what  part  intemperance  has  borne  in  the  coru- 
uission  of  crime  is,  that  about  four-seventh*  of 
be  men  were  in  the  habit  of  intoxication  before 
•onvicted,  and  that  about  one  third  of  this  num- 
>er  were  actually  intoxicated  when  they  com- 
mitted the  crimes  for  which  they  were  con- 
victed. 

I  have  recently  attempted  to  ascertain  the 
imount  of  education  severally  enjoyed  by  these 
nen ;  and  although  the  investigation  is  not 
completed,  yet,  as  far  as  I  have  gone,  the  result 
s,  that  about  sixty  per  cent,  have  been  taught 
'ending,  writing,  and  many  of  them  some- 
Jiing  or  arithmetic ;  ten  per  cent,  reading  only  : 
'wentf  percent,  sent  to  school,  but  never  learnen 
jo  read :  four  per  cent,  never  to  school ;  five  per 
xnU  education  more  than  common  ;  and  one 
ter  cent,  about  first  rate,  in  some  instances  Hb- 
Tsi.  Some  men  have  gone  out  into  the  world, 
ind  exemplified,  during  the  past  year,  their  ref- 
ormation by  a  well-ordered  deportment :  and 
!  regret  that,  from  the  wide  and  distant  disper- 
rion  of  these  men,  there  is  so  much  difficulty 
n  coming  at  their  future  history.  A  plan,  how- 
rver,  might  be  devised,  which  would  in  a  great 
neasure  meet  the  difficulty,  and  by  which  this, 
n  my  view,  most  desirable  end  might  bo  at- 
alned.  It  will  require  some  little  expense  of 
tofftage,  but  no  inconsiderable  trouble. 

The  more  I  am  conversant  with  the  opera- 
ions  and  designs  of  Prison  confinement,  the 
nore  I  am  confirmed  in  the  belief  that  a  humane, 
komghJUrm  and  rigid  Prison  discipline,  so  far  from 
iperating  against  the  happy  tendencies  of  the 
pepet,  will  serve  as  a  handmaid  and  assistant 
ft  it.  Where  moral  influence  and  the  divinely  ap- 
art made  to  bear  a  conspicuous 


part  as  essentially  necessary  in  humbling  and 
reforming  these  men,  the  system  is  nerved;  the 
discipline  ia  aided,  strengthened,  and  sanet§> 
fied,  aa  it  were,  thereby,  and  the  whole  machi- 
nery will  co-operate,  and  move  on  moat  kaiuto 
niouslj, impressively,  and,  under  God,  with  amai- 
ing  ejects  upon  the  consciences  and  conduct  of 
these  men. 

JONATHAN  DICKERflON, 

Sing-Sing,  December  SO,  1832. 


K. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Houm 
of  Refuge  in  New  Yorlt. 

It  is  a  duty  enjoined  on  the  managers  to 
sent  an  annual  report,  as  to  the  condition 
success  of  the  House  of  Refuge. 

The  public  is  already  in  possession  of  the 
information  as  to  the  plan  and  discipline  adopted 
in  the  management  of  the  institution ;  add  bat 
little  can  be  added  to  the  statements  made  ia 
the  preceding  annual  reports. 

Each  year  has  increased  the  confidence  and 
efforts  of  the  friends  of  the  Refuge.  With  a 
solicitude  of  no  common  kind,  they  have  wit- 
nessed the  surprising  success  of  this  humane 
enterprise. 

No  one  can  undervalue  the  many  charitable 
societies,  public  and  private,  established  for 
the  relief  of  poverty  and  sickness.  Our  city  in 
pre-eminently  distinguished  for  the  liberality 
of  its  cltixens.  The  public  coffers  are  neces- 
sarily opened  to  the  claims  of  thousands  of 
paupers;  and  private  beneficence,  in  various 
ways,  is  constantly  exerted  in  behalf  of  the  un- 
fortunate. Such  expenditures,  when  properly 
applied,  it  is  the  duty,  as  it  is  the  happiness,  of 
all  to  approve. 

To  feed  the  poor  and  clothe  the  naked,  in  the 
literal  sense,  is  an  injunction  of  religion,  which, 
in  this  great  and  prosperous  city,  has  been 
amply  observed. 

To  comply  with  this  divine  Injunction  in  a 
fuller  sense  ;  in  supplying  the  moral  as  well  as 
physical  wants  of  our  fellow  creatures  ;  in  re- 
deeming from  moral  pollution ;  to  five  light 
and  the  means  of  happiness,— the  Bouse  of 
Refuge  was  established. 

How  far  the  expectations  of  He  friends  have 
been  realized,  the  following  observations,  and 
the  statistical  accounts  hereto  appended,  will 
show. 

The  annexed  statement,  containing  a  brief 
history  of  some  of  the  subjects  of  the  Hones, 
together  with  the  testimony  of  the  masters,  as 
to  their  conduct  after  leaving  the  institution, 
will  be  read  with  interest. 

Abandoned  at  an  early  age  by  their  natural 
protectors,  and  misled  by  bad  example,  the 
reformation  and  happy  settlement  In  life  of 
many  of  these  are  faithfully  recorded  by  the 
superintendent  of  the  Refuge. 

No  better  argument  can  be  given  In  favor 
of  this  institution,  than  the  results  thus  pre- 
sented. No  asylum  has  yet  been  devised  so 
tieneficent,  so  efficient,  so  nearly  accomplishing 
the  perfection  of  Penitentiary  plans. 

The  Refuge  is  a  Prison ;  and  yet,  with  the 
necessary  privations  and  checks  of  a  place  of 
confinement,  it  has  none  of  the  terror,  the  pol- 
lution, the  harshness,  which  too  often  break 
the  spirit,  without  softening  the  heart. 

Any  one  who  has  visited  the  institution 
during  the  week,  must  have  observed  the 
cheerfulness,  the  alacrity  and  attention  mani- 
fested by  the  boys  in  Una  tcronl  ^tsfc-sJDGSjft* 
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This,  In  a  Mitel n  decree,  it  the  result  of  dis- 
cipline ;  bat  it  alio  arises  from  a  principle  con- 
aeantly  inculcated,  that  obedience  and  industry 
arc  necessary  to  make  good  boys  good  men  and 
useful  citizens. 

The  experiment  has  proved  how  easy  it  ist  by 
proper  discipline,  to  implant  principles  of  virtue 
and  habits  of  industry,  where  the  vilest  and 
wickedest  associations  nave  pre-occupied  the 
mind. 

This  encouragement,  the  managers  acknowl- 
edge with  great  satisfaction,  has  enabled  them 
to  persevere  strenuously  to  enlarge  the  means 
of  usefulness  which  this  Penitentiary  for  youth 
has  so  amply  furnished. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that,  in  a  few  years, 
Houses  of  Refuge  will  be  established  through- 
out the  United  States,  as  well  as  in  the  cities 
of  Europe,  as  the  most  humane  and  efficient 
plan  by  which  offences  may  be  eventually  les- 
sened, State  Prisons  rendered  comparatively 
unnecessary,  and  the  code  of  penal  laws,  so 
hideous,  in  some  of  its  enactments,  less  revolt- 


ing to  humanity. 

T»    " 


"he  French  government,  during  the  last  year, 
tad  two  Intelligent  commissioners  employed 
to  obtain  Information  as  to  Prison  discipline  in 
the  United  States.  The  plans  of  the  House  of 
Refuge  at  New  York,  Boston,  and  Philadelphia, 
were  deemed  by  them  worthy  of  great  t.jnsid- 
eration. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  as  yet,  no  Houses  of 
Refuge,  upon  the  plan  adopted  In  the  Unhed 
States,  have  been  established  in  Great  Britain. 

She  British  government  has  manifested  a 
udable  desire  to  obtain  information  as  to  the 
improvements  in  the  Penitentiary  system.  But 
nothing  has  been  done  for  the  many  thousands 
of  vagrant,  depraved  or  abandoned  youth, 
thronging  the  Prisons  and  streets  of  the  me- 
tropolis. It  may  also  be  stated,  however,  In 
conclusion  with  this,  that,  during  the  last  sum- 
mer, the  House  of  Refuge  was  visited  by  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  Provincial  Parlia- 
ment of  Upper  Canada.  The  result  of  their 
observation  naif  been  so  favorable,  as  to  iuduce 
a  belief  that  a  simitar  institution  will  be  estab- 
lished in  that  growing  province. 

Houses  of  Refuge,  so  simple  in  their  govern- 
ment, so  effectual  in  their  happy  influence,  so 
well  tested  by  experience  in  the  three  principal 
cities  of  the  United  States,  appear  to  be  still 
overlooked  in  the  attempt  to  grasp  at  more  com- 
plex moral  machinery. 

The  House  of  Refuge  in  the  city  of  New 
York  was  established  as  a  Prison  for  delinquent 
youth ;  and  the  managers  do  not  wish  to  con- 
sider it  otherwise  than  as  a  place  of  punishment, 
so  far  as  necessary  restraint  may  be  required. 
But  with  such  sentiments,  and  a  course  of  con- 
duct by  tbe  superintendent,  strictly  enforcing 
punishment  for  transgression,  the  inmates  of 
the  house  consider  it  rather  as  a  school,  and 
work-shop,  where  they  are  prepared  for  the 
active  pursuits  of  life,  and  from  which  they 
may  carry  with  them  good  principles,  and  a 
certificate  of  good  character. 

By  a  reference  to  the  history  of  many  of  the 
lads,  and  the  letters  from  the  persons  to  whom 
they  have  been  apprenticed,  this  belief  is  fully 
warranted.  Formerly,  many  applications  for 
apprentices  were  made  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  Aims-House.  The  children  obtained 
from  thence  were  considered  as  free  from  any 
charge  of  delinquency. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  House 
of  Refuge,  boys  between  the  age  of  ten  or 
twelve  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  who  were 
committed  to  Bridewell  for  petty  offences,  and 
many  of  whom  were,  equally  with  tbe  children 
of  paupers,  subject  to  the  coxAroV  of.  the  toux- 


missioiiers  of  the  Alms-Hooee,  were 
utterly  unlit  Cor  the  boose  or  work-chop  of  a  re- 
spectable master. 

Tbe  commissioners,  as  well  as  persons  wish- 
ing an  apprentice,  not  long  since  would  have 
considered  It  a  hopeless  task,  tad  boys  of  the 
latter  description  been  bound  out  with  say 
expectation  of  making  useful  citizens. 

Thus  we  witnessed  frequent  imprisoamests 
in  Bridewell,  and  an  utter  hopelessness  of 
reformation :  the  means  of  amendment  were 
prohibited  by  unjust  prejudice :  proscribed  by 
the  law  and  public  opprobrium,  many  nfs* 
tunate  youth  were  doomed  to  moral  death. 

The  managers  are  happy  to  amy,  that,  by  tat 
good  providence  of  God,  the  magistrates,  ss 
well  as  the  citizens,  are  now  enabled  to  cany 
Into  eflect  a  better  system. 

The  House  of  Refuge  is  looked  to  by  respec- 
table persons  m  various  and  distant  quarters  of 
the  country,  as  a  place  where  they  may  obtain 
apprentices  better  trained,  better  Instructed, 
and  in  every  respect  better  qualified  thaa  is 
any  other  public  institution.  And  these  expec- 
tations have  not  often  been  disappointed. 

In  addition  to  the  letters  contained  in  fonaer 
reports,  the  letters  accompanying  this  resort 
evince  the  satisfaction  of  many  who  have  ob- 
tained apprentices  at  the  House  of  Rerage. 
Some,  who  have  served  out  their  time  of  ap- 
prenticeship, are  already  established  as  useful 
and  respectable  citizens;  the  fathers  sad 
mothers  of  families:  visits  have  Id  severs] 
Instances  been  made  to  the  House  of  Refuge 
by  some  of  these,  whose  grateful  aeknowlsdg- 
ments  have  been  warmly  and  sincerely  ex- 
pressed. 

The  managers  are  very  desirous  to  extend 
the  benefits  thus  flowing  from  this  rasttaitioa. 
By  the  bounty  of  the  state,  they  have  beca 
enabled  to  enlarge  its  accommodations,  and 
the  means  at  their  disposal  are  sufficient  to 
provide  for  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  ad- 
ditional children. 

It  was  supposed  that  the  act  of  the  leaistiture 
of  ItiQti.  whereby  children  convicted  of  crim- 
inal offences  in  tbe  other  cities  and  counties 
of  tbe  state,  might  be  seat  to  the  House  of 
Refuge  in  tbe  city  of  New  York,  would  furnish 
a -greater  uumber  than  has  actually  been  re- 
ceived. 

In  the  belief  that  the  House  of  Refuge  wools 
have  ample  accommodations  at  all  times  far 
children  within  the  provisions  of  the  last  mea- 
tiuued  law,  the  managers  not  long  since  ss- 
plied  to  the  commissioners  of  the  Alms- House, 
to  obtain  a  greater  number  of  vagrant  childres 
to  be  placed  under  the  discipline  of  the  Hoax 
of  Refuge.  The  streets  of  the  city,  and  other 
public  places,  preseuted  constantly  to  tbe  ob- 
servation of  the  citizens  many  children  was 
were  obviously  proper  subjects.  Indeed  it  was 
found  that  many  children  of  this  descriptios, 
arrested  as  vagrants,  had  been  sent  to  the  Alms- 
House  as  paupers. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  committee  of 
the  managers  appointed  for  thai  purpose,  calles* 
the  attention  of  the  commissioners  to  the  sub- 
ject, with  a  view  to  extending  the  benefits  of 
tbe  House  of  Refuse.  Since  that  coauanai- 
cation.  very  few  children  have  been  recsired 
from  the  commissioners. 

The  following  is  the  communication  referred 
to,  and  il  to  given  to  the  public  :— 

"  To  (As  CommiAtimurs  «/  fas  jfnstfsflssjjs  s/sts 
Girys/JVto  York, 

"  Gentlemen— The  managers  of  the  Hoass  ef 
Refuge  of  tbe  city  of  New  York,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duty,  beg  leave  to  ask  your  attesttoa 
to  the  consideration  of  the  matters  bereia 
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tntnd,  with  the  expectation  that,  on  a  disaas- 
tonate  view  of  the  case,  yeu  will  be  disposed 
»  exert  your  influence  ia  extending  the  bounty 
f  ttie  state  to  many  intended  to  be  embraced 
rtthin  the  provisions  of  the  law  incorporating 
se  House  of  Refuge. 

*'  1.  Hundreds  of  children,  in  the  city  of  New 
'ork,  are  liable  to  be  taken  up,  and  committed 
s  vagrants,  by  the  authority  of  the  police 
magistrates,  or  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
J  ma-House  and  Bridewell. 
"  2.  The  House  of  Refuge  has  ample  means, 
uth  as  to  funds  and  the  arrangement  of  the 
fouse,  to  receive  one  hundred  and  fifty  ad- 
itional  inmates ;  to  educate  them  in  the  ordi- 
xry  branches ;  to  prepare  them  for  honest  and 
idustrious  pursuits,  and  to  make  them  good 
itixens,  by  placing  them  under  the  direction 
f  respectable  people,  in  various  parts  of  the 
oantry. 

"  3.  The  public  good  requires  that  a  strenuous 
ffort  should  be  made  to  reclaim  and  provide 
ir  these  objects  of  destitution ;  and  the  duty 
irescribed  to  the  commissioners  of  the  Alms- 
louse,  as  weH  as  the  managers  of  the  House 
if  Refuge,  by  the  law  of  the  state,  is  clearly 
inch,  that,  while  it  is  incumbent  on  the  one  to 
ornwh  subjects,  it  is  no  less  the  duty  of  the 
itber  to  receive  them  to  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ag  to  law. 

"  4.  The  authority  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
Irais-House  is  the  most  effective  and  enlarged 
/oar  local  tribunals,  in  reference  to  the  powers 
inferred  in  the  act  incorporating  the  House 
)f  Refuge ;  not  so  much  by  the  letter  of  the 
aw  itself,  as  by  the  actual  proceedings  by  the 
wlice  magistrates,  the  construction  they  have 
riven  to  the  duties  of  this  office,  as  well  as  by 
he  efficient  aid  heretofore  given  by  the  com- 
nissioners  of  the  Alias-House  themselves. 

"  &.  These  advantages  to  the  public,  and  duty 
o  the  state,  have  been  unfortunately  obstructed 
>y  some  misconception  on  the  one  side  or  the 
ither  j  and  with  a  view  to  enable  commissioners 
>f  the  Aims-House  to  act  advisedly  and  judi- 
Uoualy  under  the  provisions  of  the  law,  the 
managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge  respectfully 
nbmit  the  following  propositions  :— 

"  1.  That  all  children  taken  up  or  committed 
■  vagrants  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Alms- 
Souse,  and  received  into  the  House  of  Refuge, 
tell  be  held  subject  to  the  discretionary  power 
if  the  managers,  as  to  their  discbarge  on  the 
amplication  of  parents  or  others. 

"  3.  That  in  any  case  where  the  commission- 
's, after  having  committed  a  child  as  a  vagrant, 
ihall  think  proper  to  apply  to  the  managers  to 
lischarge  such  child,  on  the  ground  of  m-istako, 
w  for  any  other  cause,  the  managers  shall  forth- 
with give  such  application  immediate  consid- 
eration ;  and  if,  on  examining  the  truth  of  the 
Ulegations,  it  is  proper  such  discharge  shall  be 
(ranted,  such  child  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the 
igent  or  the  commissioners. 

••  3.  In  cases  where  children  are  bound  out, 
he  managers  of  the  nouse  of  Refuge  are  not 
o  be  required  to  interfere  between  the  master 
utd  apprentice :  in  all  such  cases,  the  parties 
oni plaining  are  to  take  such  measures  as  they 
nay  be  entitled  to  take,  according  to  law." 

The  managers  deplore  that  a  difference  of 
ipinion  exists  as  to  the  powers  or  duties  of  the 
:ommissioners,  thus  limiting  the  benefits  of  the 
loose  of  Refuge.  Every  effort  has  been  made 
o  produce  a  proper  understanding  on  the  sub- 
set; and  if  the  managers  of  the  House  of 
lefuge  nave  discharged  their  duty,  which  they 
xmndently  believe,  it  will  be  for  others  to 
new,  that  If  a  noble  charity  has  been  partially 
kwarteslia  its  efforts,  the  Anir  iff  mot  tbeim. 


The  managers  have  the  additional  pleasums 
of  stating,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
year,  accommodations  will  in  all  probability  be 
provided  for  colored  children. 

The  claims  of  this  portion  of  our  population 
were,  from  the  first,  felt  and  acknowledged  j 
but  as  the  House  of  Refuge  was  regarded  in  the 
outset  as  aa  experiment  with  a  reliance  on 
individual  contributions,  and  limited  In  its 
means  and  accommodations,  its  operations  were 
necessarily  restricted. 

The  House  of  Refuge  being  now  regarded  an 
an  institution  of  general  benefit,  and,  in  the 
language  of  the  late  Governor  Clinton,  the  beat 
Penitentiary  devised  by  the  wit  of  man,  with 
adequate  means,  and  the  confidence  of  en- 
lightened men,  the  managers  now  feel  the 
obligation  of  extending  its  influence  to  all  com- 
plexions of  the  human  family. 

The  number  of  destitute  and  vagrant  colored 
children  in  the  city  of  New  York  is  very  great: 
the  same  evils  exist  with  respect  to  them  which 
existed  previous  to  the  organization  of  this 
charity  as  to  the  children  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion. 

They  form  a  class  claiming  our  warmest 
sympathy:  in  addition  to  the  prejudices  arising 
from  color,  they  are  proscribed  aa  thieves  or 
vagrants,  too  young,  in  many  instances,  to  be 
punished  beyond  the  mere  confinement  for  a 
week  or  two  in  Bridewell,  previous  to  the 
sitting  of  the  court,  and  already  too  old  in 
habits  of  vice  to  be  reformed  In  the  Aims- 
House. 

Thus,  in  respect  to  such,  we  find  an  indie- 
criminate  mixture  of  old  and  young  offenders, 
herded  together  for  the  adjudication  of  the 
magistrate,  with  every  opportunity  of  becoming 
more  obdurate  in  the  commission  of  crime. 

To  accomplish  a  change  in  this  system  has 
been  earnestly  desired  by  many  or  our  citi- 
zens ;  and  the  managers  are  happy  to  have  it 
in  their  power  to  state,  that  their  views  upon 
this  subject  have  been  promptly  seconded  by 
that  old  and  respectable  institution,  the  New 
York  Manumission  Society,  from  whose  funds 
very  efficient  pecuniary  assistance  will  proba- 
bly be  derived. 

The  managers  of  the  Refuge  feel  great  con- 
fidence that  means  will  not  be  wanting  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  execution  of  the  design  early  in 
the  ensuing  spring,  provided  their  efforts  shall 
be  so  far  seconded  by  the  corporation  of  the 
city,  as  to  allow  them  the  necessary  ground 
for  the  erection  of  the  new  buildings,  and  a 
moderate  appropriation  from  the  city  treasury. 

We  have  reason  to  be  grateful  for  the  unusual 
health  of  the  House.  During  the  prevalence 
of  the  cholera,  bat  two  deaths  occurred.  The 
result  appears  to  be  very  conclusive  in  favor, 
of  the  doctrine  that  temperance  and  regularity 
are  the  best  safeguards  against  this  disease. 
The  professional  gentlemen  by  whom  the 
Refuge  was  attended  during  the  pestilence,  are 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  public  for  their  un- 
remitting attention,  and  to  its  confidence  for 
their  successful  treatment. 

Annexed  is  a  statement  furnished  by  the 
kindness  of  Dr.  Stearns,  which  shows  the 
comparative  mortality  in  the  several  hospitals 
and  public  institutions,  during  the  time  spe- 
cified. 

That  there  should  be  but  two  deaths  in  the 
House  of  Refuge,  while,  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity, death  stalked  with  fearful  ravaees,  is  in- 
deed a  cause  of  wonder  and  acknowledgment. 

k  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  during  the 
last  year,  scarcely  any  sickness  has  existed 
from  fever  and  ague. 

This  exemption  is  aupnenau  U»\*  oc*a*Wc\«A 
by  restraining  the  euu^cxa  ot  tt»  !&*»»  U« 
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exposure  to  the  dews   of  the  morning  and 

Tbenoftr  of  riling  is  made  later  than  at  first, 
with  no  inconvenience  to  the  general  economy 
of  the  House.  This  change  has  happily  relieved 
us  from  an  apprehension  that  the  local  situa- 
tion of  the  establishment  had  been  unfortunate. 
In  further  illustration  of  this  part  of  the  report, 
we  refer  to  the  following  details  furnished  by 
Dr.  Steam*. 

The  managers  would  be  doing  great  injustice 
to  the  ladies'  committee,  who  have  so  long  and 
faithfully  visited  the  female  department  of  the 
House,  if  they  did  not  particularly  acknowl- 
edge tile  great  benefit  derived  from  their  so- 
licitude and  attention. 

The  number  of  females  committed  to  the 
House  of  Refuge,  has  always  been  much  less 
than  that  of  the  males.  This  of  course  was  to 
be  expected.  But  with  proper  allowance  it  is 
still  a  matter  of  regret,  that  a  greater  number 
of  females,  whose  condition  would  entitle  them 
to  the  benefits  of  this  charity,  has  not  been 
received. 

There  are  instances  in  the  female  department, 
undoubtedly,  whero  the  best  efforts  have 
proved  unavailing  to  produce  an  amendment 
in  life. 

Many  persons  are  apt  to  undervalue  the 
efforts  in  behalf  of  unfortunate  and  depraved 
females.  They  have  been  too  long  unjustly 
and  cruelly  doomed  to  a  moral  death  by  the 
prejudices  of  society.  The  victim  of  seduction 
nas,  in  many  cases,  been  considered,  by  benevo- 
lent persons,  as  more  irreclaimable  and  hard- 
ened in  guilt,  than  the  lad  whose  thefts  and 
vices  have  carried  him  to  a  Bridewell. 

Such  opinions  are  certainly  unfounded :  the 
many  instances  of  happy  reformation,  of  uni- 
form good  conduct,  of  exemplary  deportment, 
which  the  records  of  the  House  of  Refuge  can 
furnish,  are,  or  ought  to  be,  a  proof  of  this. 

We  refer  to  the  report  of  tho  ladies'  com- 
mittee, and  to  their  confidence  in  the  benign 
effects  of  the  system  adopted,  without  further 
remarks  on  this  subject. 

It  has  been  staled  that  much  good  had  been 
effected  by  awakening  the  motive  for  good 
conduct,  in  the  reward  of  becoming  good  citi- 
zens and  useful  men.  To  produce  this  motive, 
to  carry  it  out  effectually,  to  make  it  the  ani- 
mating and  controlling  principle  of  conduct, 
must  require  a  skilful  and  practised  discipline. 

We  are  happy  to  say  that,  during  the  last  six 
years,  essential  aid  has  been  rendered  in  this 
respect  by  our  worthy  superintendent,  Mr.  N. 
G.  Hart.  Long,  very  long,  will  he  be  remem- 
bered by  the  many  excellent  lads,  whose  habits 
have  been  reformed,  and  whoso   minds  im- 

S-oved,  by  his  immediate  care,  kindness  and 
hristlan  charity. 

The  halls  of  legislation,  the  tribunals  of  Jus- 
tice, the  marts  of  commercial  enterprise,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  events,  may  yet  be  indebted 
to  the  House  of  Refuge  for  bright  examples  of 
talent  and  virtue. 

And  while  we  advert  to  this  moral  influence 
thus  exerted,  and  the  motive  thus  brought  into 
successful  operation,  we  do  not  mean  to  pass 
over  the  enforcement  of  the  higher  and  holier 
tense  of  duty  to  Qed. 

The  exhibition  of  nearly  two  hundred  chil- 
dren, employed  in  the  various  departments  of 
Che  House,  all  cheerful  and  happy  in  their  avoca- 
tions, is  most  gratifying  to  the  benevolent  mind. 

But  it  is  in  the  school  and  in  the  chapel 
where  exertions  of  Christian  sympathy  will  be 
fully  felt. 

No  child  is  bound  out  until  after  a  sufficient 
knowledge  has  been  obtained  in  the  ordinary 
branches. 


The  school  has  been  successfully  conducted* 
and  the  managers  have  reason  to  be  sartaflsd 
with  the  exertions  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Irving,  and 
Mr.  Wood,  his  assistant,  in  this  department. 
A  statement  connected  with  the  details  of  the 
school,  accompanied  with  remarks  by  the 
teachers,  is  annexed. 

The  religious  exercises  of  the  Sabbath  are 
conducted  with  order  and  propriety.  The 
managers  have  been  anxious  to  guard  against 
any  preference  as  to  religious  opinions,  while 
they  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  any  Christian 
minister  who  might  officiate,  as  to  the  observ- 
ance of  his  own  peculiar  forms.  It  baa  been 
understood,  that  the  enforcement  of  duty  to 
God,  in  obedience  to  his  holy  word  and  the 
precepts  of  Christian  charity,  was  the  most  ac- 
ceptable and  profitable  mode  of  religious  ex- 
ercises. 

The  course  has  been,  for  several  years,  to 
invite  clergymen  of  different  denominations, 
to  officiate  alternately  at  the  House  of  Refuge 
on  the  Sabbath.  This  duty  has  been,  in  many 
instances,  cheerfully  complied  with :  but  where 
it  has  occurred  that  other  engagements  pre- 
vented the  attendance  of  the  gentleman  ex- 
Sicted,  devoted  and  faithful  ministers  of  the 
etnodist  church  have  been  always  reedyto sup- 
ply the  absence  of  those  of  other  denominations. 

That  abiding  impressions  of  religious  duty 
have  been  thus  made,  is  a  source  of  great  sat- 
isfaction ;  that  such  impressions  have  con- 
duced to  the  good  order  or  the  institution,  and 
influenced  the  conduct  of  many  of  the  youth 
after  having  left  it,  is  not  lees  gratifying. 

To  perpetuate  such  happy  impressions,  lbs 
object  of  the  committee,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
decide  on  applications  for  apprentices,  has 
been  to  prefer  masters  whose  characters  for 
good  temper  and  good  morals,  would  insure 
the  comfort  of  those  committed  to  their 
charge. 

Annexed  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
subjects  bound  out  during  the  year,  and  of 
their  respective  employments. 


Summary  Statement  oft  he  prominent  Diseases 
in  the  House  of  Refuge,  from  its  Com- 
mencement, in  the  Year  1824,  to  tlie  present 
Time. 

The  number  of  subjects  in  the  House  at  a 
time,  varies  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to 
two  hundred  and  twenty;  and  the  number 
received  in  one  year,  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty-four,  from  eight  to  eighteen 
years  of  age. 

For  the  first  four  years  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  institution,  the  diseases  consisted 
chiefly  of  intermitting  and  remitting  fevers. 
Although  these  were  very  prevalent,  and  often 
marked  with  symptoms  of  severity,  they  inva- 
riably yielded  to  medical  treatment.  During 
this  period,  I  nave  often  visited  from  five  to 
fifteen  cases  of  fever  in  a  day,  and  have  the 
satisfaction  to  state,  that  not  one  death  from 
fever,  and  only  five  from  other  causes,  have 
occurred  among  the  subjects,  since  that  Insti- 
tution was  established.  As  this  unusual  prev- 
alence of  fever  was  supposed  to  originate  from 
miasmata  and  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere, 
condensed  by  the  coolness  of  the  night,  and 
therefore  rendered  more  deleterious,  a  regula- 
tion was  adopted  by  the  recommendation  of 
the  physicians,  to  defer  the  time  of  rising  la 
the  morning  at  least  half  an  hour,  till  the  tan 
had  exerted  its  influence  to  dissipate  these 
causes  of  disease.  A  rapid  diminution  of  the 
of  fever  succeeded  this  chnnsje,  and  sat- 
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tinned  the  correctness   of  Uw 

th  that  occurred  in  the  House 
1  of  March,  1808.  The  subject 
nteen  years  of  age,  who,  in  a  fit 
in  ounce  of  the  tincture  of  cau- 
sing it  to  be  laudanum.    It  was 

with  convulsions  of  the  most 
'Inch  after  a  few  days  left  him 
I.  He  now  had  a  presentiment 
die  on  the  succeeding  Sunday  j 
idea  deeply  impressed  upon  bis 
tntly  exhorted  his  associates  to 
res.    His  convulsions  returned, 

the  day  he  bad  predicted.    His 

accompanied  with  the  follow- 
e  symptom  :  During  the  inter- 
•nvuI*ions,  and  after  they  bad 
te  was  in  a  state  of  perfect  in- 
d  volition  entirely  suspended, 
il  retain,  for  any  length  of  time, 
ion  in  which  they  were  placed 
present.  If  they  were  placed  in 
rizontal,  or  flexed  posture,  they 
erfectly  motionless, 
me  that  the  ophthalmia  provail- 

in  the  Aims-House,  which  in- 
idness  upon  many  of  its  inmates, 
i  of  the  same  disease,  and  origi- 
3  same  source,  occurred  in  this 
I  though  many  of  these  were  of 
rated  character,  they  were  cured 
isential  injury  to  the  organs  of 

option  of  ordinary  diseases,  no 
malady  prevailed  to  any  great 
!  18th  or  July  last,  when  that 
-ge,  the  cholera  asphyxia,  made 
ince  in  the  House.  A  boy  four- 
igo  was,  on  that  day,  attacked 
,  purging,  spasms,  and  finally 
nptoms  which  characterize  the 

of  that  dreadful  disease.    Other 

in  such  quick  succession,  that, 
ace  of  seventeen  days,  we  had 
tea  of  cholera,  with  Its  peculiar 
lymptoms  distinctly  and  strongly 
sen  of  which  were  in  a  state  of 
Ifty-two  with  premonitory  symp-  . 
ease.    Two  of  these  only  proved 

which  had  passed  completely 
-emonltory  and  collapsed  stages 
,  and  was  discharged  cured.    In 

was  returned  to  the  hospital  in 
irmed  collapse,  and  died  in  nine 
cond  attack  was  occasioned  by 
•slcy. 

JOHN  STEARNS,  M.  D. 
th  February,  1833. 


iew  of  the  Cholera,  as  reported 
leal  Council,  by  the  Physicians 
•ent  Hospitals. 

ospital.  By  Dr.  Boe.— Total  num- 
50 :  cured,  204 j  died,  146. 
J.  By  Dr.  P.  C.  Tappan.— Total 
es,  590  ;  cured,  312 ;  died.  278. 
rut  Hospital.  By  Dr.  M.  WHlet.— 
of  cases,  410  j  cured,  231 ;  died, 

ok  Hospital.  By  Dr.  8.  Akerly.— 
of  cases,  281 ;  cured,  188  ;  died, 

pital.  By  Dr.  Devan.— Total  nam- 
47;  cured,  232:  died,  315. 
1tf*ge   Hospital   By  Dm.   John 
talen  Carter.— Total  number  of 
tjd,97;  died,  2. 


The  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents,  in  Account  Current  with  (jor* 
nelius  Dubois,  Treasurer* 

D». 
January  5, 1832,  to  January  1, 1633. 

To  balance  due  the  treasurer. r>$l,046  10 

To  cash,  clothing  for  the  children,. . .    1,753  79 

u     "      provisions  and  groceries  for 

the  children, 4,436  71 

"     "      furniture,  beds,  bedding,  fcc.      330  84 

"     "     coal,  wood,  oil,  stoves,  sec.   1,225  11 

11     "     hard  and  soft  soap,  starch, 

fcc. 124  82 

"  u  expense  of  outfits  for  boys  on 
whaling  and  sea  voyages, 
procuring  passages,  etc., 
fcc 78  83 

"  "  school  expenses,  books,  sta- 
tionery, fcc,  hospital  ex- 
penses, medicine,  extra 
nurses  during  the  cholera, 
fcc 696  34 

"  "  salaries  of  superintendent, 
assistants,  schoolmaster, 
matron,  fcc 3,312  77 

"     "     premium       of     insurance 

against  fire, 79  63 

"  "  printing  annual  report,  ac- 
count books,  blank  books, 
postages,  fcc 125  30 

"  "  R.  Emmet— legal  expenses 
In  suits  on  account  of  li- 
censes,,       300  08 

"  "  leaned  N.  C.  Hart,  to  print 
1000<copiee  of  the  seven  an- 
nual reports  of  the  socie- 
ty, bound  in  one  volume, 
published  for  his  own  ac- 
count and  benefit, 350  00 

"  "  paid  subscription  for  one 
hundred  volumes  reports 
for  distribution 90  00 

"  "  horse,  cow,  cart,  and  wagon, 
for  the  use  of  the  insti- 
tution,       845  94 

"  "  additional  work-shops,  re- 
pairs, fences,  fcc 1,419  46 

"     "     balance  carried  downr 1,228  58 

$17,439  20 

Cn. 

Janoary  5, 1832,  to  January  1, 1833. 

By  cash  received  for  the  labor  of  the 
children  in  the  different 
work-shops,  per  contracts 
up  to  31st  December.  1831, 
paid  in  1832, $597  97 

«  «  received  for  the  labor  of 
the  children  in  the  differ- 
ent work-shops,  per  con- 
tracts up  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1832, 8,739  » 

"  "  from  marine  hospital  fund, 
a  part  of  the  surplus  funds 
arising  from  tax  upon  for- 
eign passengers, 8,000  00 

"     "     tax  upon  three  theatres  for 

1856V. 1,500  00 

"  "  from  corporation  of  city  of 
New  York,  from  excise 
fund, 4*°°0<» 

"     "     donations,  interest,  fcc...      602  00 

$17,439  90 

Jtaraery  1, 1833.  ^^    ■ 

By  balance  broatfrt,  dvsm,. «^Bb\  ** 
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L. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Council  and 
Assembly,  on  the  Erection  of  a  new  State 
Prison,  in  New  Jersey. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
joint  resolution*  of  the  council  and  assembly, 
on  the  subject  of  the  erection  of  a  new  Peniten- 
tiary, report, 

That,  in  the  consideration  which,  in  the  rcccst 
of  the  session,  they  have  given  to  the  several 
matters  committed  to  them  by  these  resolutions, 
they  have  been  animated  in  the  performance  of 
their  duty  by  the  early  notice  which  they  re- 
ceived at  the  first  sitting ;  and  the  prompt  at- 
tention which  was  given  to  that  part  of  the  late 
governor'*  message  relating  thereto.  And  the}' 
cannot  avoid  expressing  the  additional  gratifi- 
cation which  they  have  r*ceivedj  in  the  earnest 
and  zealous  response  of  the  public  sentiment  of 
•the  state,  to  these  movements  of  its  legislature. 

That  the  time  has  arrived  when  something 
must  be  done,  when  opinion  must  be  reduced 
to  practice,  and  New  Jersey  brought  to  some- 
thing like  an  equality  with  her  sister  states,  in 
the  adaptation  of  the  best  means  of  punishment 
to  offenders  against  her  laws,  and  that  her  pres- 
ent (misnamed)  Penitentiary  is  a  standing  re- 
proach to  the  benevolence  and  enterprise  of  the 
state,  are  conceded  by  all  who  have  devoted  to 
this  subject  any  attention. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  entertained  by 
nome,  that  the  present  Prison  might,  by  altera- 
tions, repairs  and  additions,  be  made  to  answer 
all  necessary  purposes,  as  a  place  of  punish- 
ment, your  committee  early  directed  their  in- 
quiries to  this  point ;  and  a  little  observation  and 
reflection  satisfied  them  that  It  cannot  (without 
encountering  an  expense  greater  than  would  be 
required  in  the  erection  of  a  new  Penitentiary) 
be  made  to  answer  any  useful  purpose.  It  is 
an  incongruous  pile,  without  order  or  arrange- 
ment, heaped  together  from  time  to  time,  ac- 
cording to  various  and  conflicting  plans,  upon 
which  can  be  instituted  no  good  system  of  Pen- 
itentiary discipline  ;  and  which,  if  continued, 
will  annually  present  not  only  a  comparative 
loss  in  its  pecuniary  affairs,  but  a  total  failure 
in  all  the  great  purposes  of  human  punishment. 
There  is  one  fact  (though  heretofore  often  ex- 

Iiressed)  we  cannot  fail  to  repeat,  that  our  Prison, 
nstead  of  deterring  from  the  commission  of 
crime,  has  actually  Invited  its  perpetrators  from 
other  states ;  and  that  the  number  of  our  con- 
victs is  constantly  increasing  from  this  cause. 

The  late  governor,  in  his  last  message,  states, 
"  The  experience  of  another  year  satisfies  me 
of  the  truth  of  the  suggestion  I  had  the  hon- 
or to  submit  to  the  legislature  at  their  last 
meeting,  that  the  situation  of  our  Prison  was 
such  as  to  invite  to  the  commission  of  crime 
within  our  state.  Its  condition  is  well  known 
to  that  class  of  offenders  who  are  familiar  with 
punishments.  It  offers  to  them  all  the  allure- 
ments of  that  kind  of  society  which  they  have 
long  been  accustomed  to,  freed  from  the  re- 
straints to  which  they  would  be  obliged  to  sub- 
mit in  other  places  of  confinement ;  and  at  the 
same  time  holds  out  a  prospect  of  a  speedy  es- 
cape. To  this  may  be  attributed  the  great  num- 
ber of  our  convicts ;  and  as  long  as  It  continues, 
we  may  expect  our  Prison  to  be  filled.  Within 
the  last  three  yean,  the  number  has  increased 
from  eighty-seven  to  one  hundred  and  thirty, 
being  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent. 

These  considerations  should  alarm  us,  not 
only  for  ourselves,  but  from  the  appalling  infer- 
ence to  be  drawn  from  them,  that  we  are,  by 
our  system  and  mean*  oC  paaUtanftav,  wu- 


tributing  to  the  increase  and  propagation  of 
crime. 

To  counteract  these  fearful  consequences ;  to 
devise  the  best  means  to  prevent  crime,  which 
is  the  great  object  of  punishment ;  and  to  pre 
to  the  policy  of  our  state,  on  this  subject,  such  a 
practical  direction  as  will  comport  with  the  Just 
and  enlightened  views  of  the  age  in  which  wa 
live,  and  more  especially  in  our  own  country,— 
has  been  the  sincere  and  undeviating  effort  of 
your  committee ;  and  they  respectfully  submit 
the  reasons  which  have  brought  them  to  the 
conclusion  presented. 

The  prevention  of  crime  is  effected  by  deter- 
ring men  from  its  commission,  and  by  the  refor- 
mation of  the  offender.  If  the  plan  and  disci- 
pline of  a  Prison  recommended  by  your  commit- 
tee make  any  approach  to  these  great  results,  ws 
shall  feel  amply  rewarded,  from  the  considera- 
tion, that  we  have  been  instrumental  in  advanc- 
ing the  cause  of  philanthropy  in  our  uative  state. 

There  is  much  cause  to  fear,  that  the  idea  uf 
cruelty  has,  in  the  minds  of  a  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, constituted  a  necessary  ingredient  ix 
their  notions  of  punishment :  and  that  the  rw- 
tims  of  crime  should  be  considered  as  the  repro- 
bate children  of  the  human  family,  whose  only 
destiny  should  be,  either  an  interminable  separa- 
tion from  society,  or,  if  restored  to  it  again  after 
their  probation  of  punishment,  to  be  consigned  to 
the  degradation  and  scorn  of  their  fellow  men. 
The  intelligence  and  humanity  of  the  present 
day  have  successfully  combated  these  errors; 
and  the  power  of  society  over  its  offending 
members  is  now  limited  and  restricted  by  all 
those  rational  deduction!  which  arise  from  the 
moral  nature  of  man,  his  liability  to  err,  and  the 
Just  claims  of  that  society  in  which  he  exists, 
and  against  which  he  has  offended,  for  it*  peace 
and  security.  While  a  regard  is  had  to  these 
principles,  we  may  fairly  indulge  the  hope  of 
a  continual  advancement  of  the  system  of  Pen- 
itentiary discipline,  and  the  consequent  moral 
improvement  of  society :  in  a  disregard  of  them 
is  to  be  found  the  true  cause  of  the  failure  of  the 
Prison  system  in  New  Jersey. 

The  system  of  Prison  discipline  has  probably 
been  brought  to  greater  perfection  in  the  United 
States  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world  ;  and 
we  are  not  therefore  driven  far  in  our  researches 
for  the  beat  practical  illustration  of  its  true  prin- 
ciples. 

An  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  in  1891.  was  perhaps  the  fin*, 
and  most  Important,  in  its  introduction  of  an  im- 
proved Prison  discipline.  "  This  art  subjected 
convicts  wholly  or  partially  to  vulitary  confine- 
ment, according  to  their  degree  of  depra\ity, 
and  also  requiring  that  each  prisoner  should  be 
lodged  in  a  separate  cell." 

The  reform  that  has  been  introduced  since 
the  enactment  of  this  statute,  consists  in  the 
solitary  confinement  of  the  convicts,  not  only  at 
night,  but  during  the  time  of  takiug  their  meals; 
of  collective  labor  during  the  day,  collective  and 
private  moral  and  religious  instruction,  and  a 
strict  supervision,  at  all  times,  to  prevent  any 
communication  amongst  them.  We  are  in- 
debted to  the  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Wethers- 
field  for  the  best  and  most  gratifying  examples 
of  these  details.  While  these  experiments  wers 
in  progress,  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  com- 
menced the  erection  of  her  Eastern  Penitentiary, 
which,  when  fully  completed  and  carried  lots 
effective  operation  upon  the  system  adopted 
by  iu  founders,  we  believe  will  exhibit  one  of 
the  noblest  and  most  enduring  monuments  of 
human  charity.  The  system  of  this  institutisa 
is  that  of  "  solitary  confinement  at  labor,  with 
instruction  in  labor,  in  morals  and  religion." 
\    \\&SfttitaMt\taM  taB&njttotts  first 
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In  this,  the  labor  and  Instrnc- 
n  of  the  convicts  are  solitary ;  in  thoee,  they 
i  collective. 

An  honeet  difference  of  opinion  is  entertained 
many  good  men,  as  to  the  respective  merits 
these  systems ;  and  your  committee  would, 
th  great  deference,  submit  the  reasons  which 
re  swayed  them  in  favor  of  the  system  of 
»  Eastern  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania. 
[t  is  found  by  experiment,— indeed  it  U  a  port 
the  DhUosophy  of  our  nature,— that  the  most 
werful  agent  in  the  work  of  individual  ref- 
utation Is  Solitude. 

In  this  position,  the  mind  of  man  is  necessa- 
y  east  upon  itself;  its  powers,  passions,  hab- 
and  propensities  are  all  before  it ;  the  map 
his  life  is  surveyed  with  a  scrutiny  that  it  never 
countered  before;  and  conscious,  as  in  his 
isoo  bouse  he  must  be,  that  escape  is  hopeless, 

>  continues  the  unwelcome  task  of  self-exam* 
ition,  till  bis  obduracy  is  subdued,  his  dispo- 
Jon  humble  and  teachable,  and  he  prepared 
receive,  with  gladness,  snch  moral  and  rcll- 
Dus  instruction  as  may  be- best  adapted  to  his 
reumstanees.  In  the  eloquent  ana  emphatic 
aguage  of  another,  "  If  any  circumstances  can 

>  imagined,  calculated  to  impress  the  warn 
g,  the  encouragements,  the  threats  or  the 
yes  of  religion  upon  the  mind,  it  must  surely 

those  of  the  convict  in  his  cell,  where  he  is 
iseen  and  unheard,  and  where  nothing  can 
ach  him  bnt  the  voice  which  must  come  to 
m  as  it  were  from  the  other  world,  telling  him 

things  which  perhaps  never  before  entered 
to  his  mind  ;  telling  him  of  God,  of  eternity, 

future  reward  and  future  punishment,  of 
fining  far  greater  than  the  mere  physical  en- 
trances of  the  present  life,  and  of  joy  infinitely 
yond  the  pleasures  he  may  have  experienced. 
sese  instructions  frequently  discover  to  the 
itty  tenant  of  the  cell,  what  seems  often  not 
have  occurred  to  him,  the  simple  fact,  that 

has  a  spiritual  nature,  and  that  he  is  not  the 
sre  animal  which  his  habits  and  hitherto 
•controlled  propensities  would.indicate.  And 
is  is  a  discovery  which  alone  may,  and  does, 
feet  a  great  change  in  a  man's  whole  ebarac- 
r.    He  feels  that  he  is  a  being  superior  to  what 

had  thought  himself,  and  that  lie  is  regarded 
one  having  higher  powers  than  he  bad  sup- 
sed.  This  first  step  in  the  path  of  improve- 
sat  is  a  prodigious  one :  a  new  ambition  is 
rakened.  and  the  encouragement  of  it  is  the 
ineipal  thing  now  needed.  This  encourage - 
snt  it  is  a  part  of  the  system  to  give." 
Collective  labor  and  instruction  interrupt,  and 

some  degree  paralixe,  these  individual  and 
lhary  efforts. 

The  association  of  convicts  for  any  purpose. 
d  under  the  strictest  supervision,  is  attended 
tth  evil  consequences. 
There  is  a  sympathy  in  crime  which  renders 

subjects,  when  assembled  together,  at  least 
mplacent,  If  not  bold  ;  and  it  is  believed,  that 
9  closet  watchfulness  of  faithful  supervisors 
s  not  been  competent  to  detect  and  prevent 

communication  between  them.  That  much 
•  been  effected  in  this  way,  cannot  be  denied ; 
t  is  it  not  a  defect  in  the  system  of  collective 
wr  and  instruction,  that  this  attendant  evil  is 
t  only  possible  but  probable .' 
Here,  at  the  least,  is  a  knowledge  of  faces,  and 

doubt  of  names  and  offences.  Curiosity  is  ex- 
ed  ;  the  social  principle  (one  of  the  strongest 
our  nature)  begins  to  operate,  and  ingenuity, 
th  its  infinite  contrivances,  is  set  to  work  to 
onteraet  the  interdict  of  communication. 
The  solitude  of  the  convict,  however,  is  only 

exclusion  from  the  society  of  his  fellows, 
d  those  who  may  in  any  way  weaken  the 
te  of  the  discipline  under  which  he  is  placed. 
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Hb  cell  is  opsiied  at  all  proper  tiines  for  the  visits 
of  those  whose  desire  H  is  to  do  good  and  to 
communicate  instruction. 

In  the  language  of  the  second  report  of  the  in- 
spectors of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, speaking  of  the  solitary  convict,  "  There, 
he  can  only  read  and  hear  what  is  calculated  to 
make  him  industrious  and  virtuous." 

But  the  plan  of  solitary  labor  and  instruction 
lias  one  advautage  over  the  other,  which  claims 
in  its  behalf  our  peculiar  regard ;  which  is,  that 
no  convict  is  seen  by  another  after  be  enters  the 
Prison  walls ;  and  he  cannot  know,  unless  by 
previous  knowledge,  who  are  its  inmates.  He 
thus  has  presented  to  his  mind  the  highest  in- 
centive to  reformation.  He  is  not  surrounded 
by  those  who  may  thereafter  proclaim  his  shame, 
and  his  once  debased  mind  indulges  the  hope 
that  he  may  yet  Uvea  new  life  of  respectability 
and  usefulness. 

Although  this  Penitentiary  has  been  in  opera- 
tion, and  this  partially,  but  a  few  years,  the  his- 
tory of  its  discharged  inmates  exhibits  many  af- 
fecting and  delightful  instances  of  its  salutary 
effect* ;  and  the  intelligent  and  faithful  warden, 
in  his  report  of  last  year,  states,  »*  that  of  the 
whole  number  discharged  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  establishment,  we  have  received 
an  unfavorable  account  of  but  one." 

Much  reliance  has  been  placed  upon  the  good 
effects  produced  by  collecting  or  assembling  the 
convicts  together  for  public  religious  instruc- 
tion. 

Your  committee  would  be  among  the  last  to 
undervalue  this  mode  of  instruction ;  but  they 
ask  with  confidence  if  all  the  good  anticipated 
from  this  course  is  not  attained  with  more  cer- 
tainty and  effect  upon  the  plan  of  this  Peni- 
tentiary. The  desire  for  instruction  is  stimu- 
lated by  the  longing  for  social  enjoyment; 
the  attention  is  more  exclusive,  because  less 
distracted ;  and  be  feels,  deeply  feels,  when 
it  is  said  to  him.  "  Thou  art  the  man." 

But  moral  ana  religious  instruction  upon  this 
plan  is  not  alone  communicated  to  the  convicts 
privately  in  their  cells.  Such  is  the  structure 
of  the  cells,  that  religious  instruction  may 
be  communicated  by  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  the  minister,  for  this  purpose,  standing 
in  the  corridor  of  the  building,  and  directing  bis 
voice  through  the  halls  of  the  cells.  In  the  re- 
port referred  to,  the  warden  states,  that,  "  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  service  has  been  performed 
mostly  once  a  week  by  the  minister  preaching 
In  the  corridor  to  all  the  convicts  in  the  estab- 
lishment, without  their  being  removed  from 
their  cells,  or  seeing  or  communicating  with 
each  other ;  and  the  various  impressions  thereby 
produced  have  been  similar  in  appearance  ij 
thoss  in  any  other  assembly  ot  the  same 
number.  In  what  manner  can  man  be  placed 
where  the  words  of  the  gospel  would  be  more 
impressive  than  in  their  situation  ?  sitting  alone, 
without  seeing  or  being  seen  by  any  huntau 
being,  nothing  to  abstract  their  thoughts  or  di- 
vert them  from  the  truths  delivered  to  them ; 
alone  when  they  hear,  and  left  alone  when 
the  minister  has  finished,  to  ponder  and  re- 
flect." 

Solitary  confinement,  without  a  proper  em- 
ployment of  the  physical  powers,  would  be  to- 
tally inconsistent  with  a  healthy  state  of  mind 
or  body,  and  would  operate  as  tlie  exercise  ot 
cruelty  upon  the  convict. 

To  obviate  this,  he  is  required  to  labor  in  his 
cell  at  some  mechanical  trade,  it  being  either 
one  with  which  be  is  already  acquainted,  or  one 
which  he  readily  learns. 

The  facility  with  which  he  acquire*  a  knowl- 
edge of,  and  the  short  time  hi  which  he  is 
taught  successfully  to  woxk  %L,iuiust  xawJpKftV 
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cal  occupation,  censes  to  surprise  those  who 
consider  the  avidity  with  which  he  seeks  to  al- 
leviate his  solitude,  and,  of  course,  the  devoted 
attention  that  he  must  necessarily  pay  to  his 
business. 

The  warden,  in  the  same  report,  states,  that 
"  Every  prisoner,  with  four  exceptions,  who  has 
been  here  even  six  months,  is  now  earning  his 
maintenance."  Then*  exceptions  were  cases 
of  sickness,  infirmity  and  old  age. 

The  severest  punishment  inflicted  on  the  re- 
fractory convict  is  depriving  him  of  his  labor. 
The  inspectors,  In  the  same  report,  state,  "  An 
opportunity  of  witnessing  the  effect  of  absolute 
solitude  without  labor,  nas  occasionally  been 
presented,  when,  as  a  punishment  to  a  sturdy 
and  disorderly  convict,  the  warden  has  ordered 
the  light  of  his  cell  to  be  closed.  Little  time 
has  elapsed  with  the  most  hardy,  before  the 
prisoner  has  been  found  broken  down  in  his 
spirit,  and  begging  for  his  work  and  his  Bible  to 
beguile  the  tedium  of  absolute  idleness  in  soli- 
tude." 

That  the  system  of  solitary  labor  and  instruc- 
tion Is  salutary  in  Its  effects  upon  the  convicts, 
has  been  shown.  That  its  tendency  must  be  to 
deter  from  crime,  is  equally  manifest.  We  seek 
to  avoid  that  which  we  most  dread  :  and  if  we 
can  overbalance  the  love  of  crime,  by  the  fear 
of  its  inevitable  consequences,  we  have  in  a 
great  measure  attained  the  second  grand  prin- 
ciple in  the  administration  of  punishment. 

In  this  respect  the  history  or  the  Eastern  Pen- 
itentiary is  already  fruitful  in  facts.  In  the  re- 
port referred  to,  the  inspectors  state,  "Great 
terror  is  known  to  have  been  impressed  upon 
the  minds  of  the  convict  community  by  this  In- 
stitution ;  and  the  small  number  of  prisoners 
sent  from  the  Eastern  District,  including  a  vast 
majority  of  the  population  of  tho  state,  together 
with  the  careful  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
ascertained,  that  the  most  knowing  rogues 
avoid  committing  those  offences  which  would 
subject  them  to  its  discipline, — may  be  regarded 
as  powerful  rensons  for  extending  its  operation 
to  those  Penitentiary  offences  not  at  present  in- 
cluded within  the  statute." 

The  position  of  New  Jersey  peculiarly  de- 
mands that  she  should  hold  out  the  most  pow- 
erful repellant  to  the  commission  of  crime  with- 
in Iter  limits.  The  dense  population  of  the  two 
cities,  that  skirt  our  borders,  are  prolific  nurse- 
ries, from  which  are  constantly  emanating 
the  lawless  adepts  in  crime  ;  and  the  history  of 
many  of  the  inmates  of  our  Prison  furnishes 
abundant  evidence,  that  there  they  received 
their  first  lessons  in  iniquity. 

If  your  committee  are  opposed  to  collective 
instruction,  they  are  equally  so  to  collective  la- 
bor, and  for  the  same  reasons.  It  may  be  said 
by  some,  that  various  kinds  of  labor  can  alone 
be  accomplished  by  the  combined  strength  and 
skill  of  the  convicts,  and  that  the  pecuniary 
profits  resulting  hence  would  be  treat  I  v  in- 
creased. The  answer  to  this  objection  (if  it  be 
0110)  is,  that  in  its  nature  it  1b  predicated  of  labor 
and  profit  alone,  which  here  are  to  bo  considered 
ns  subsidiary  to  the  great  ends  of  punishment. 
The  lilnir  of  the  convict  is  simply  a  mean,  dic- 
t.itsd  by  the  wisest  benevolence,  for  the  health 
of  hit  moral  and  physical  |M>wenr.  If  it  did  not 
tend  t.i  effect  this,  it  should  be  abandoned  as  a 
>:trt  of  the  system.  The  objection  converts  a 
'enirciitiary  into  a  manufactory.  The  best  good 
of  the  convict,  and  that  of  the  society  against 
which  he  has  offended,  are  the  high  purposes 
aimed  at ;  and  should  the  labor  and  profit  be 
lost,  it  would  bear  no  comparison  to  the  good 
proposed  to  be  attained.  Rut  it  has  already 
been  i-liown,  by  tho  experience  of  the  Eastern 
Penitentiary,  that  a  convict  can  in  six  mouths 
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earn  his  maintenance.  And  its  warden,  la  fat 
report  referred  to,  further  states,  that "  The  short 
time  we  have  been  in  operation  induces  me  is 
believe,  that  the  net  profits  of  a  Prison  coodsjctsd 
on  the  plan  of  separate  labor,  will  be  trader 
than  those  which  might  result  from  joint  labor.7* 
In  the  report  of  1839,  he  states,  "  that  the  expr- 
rience  of  another  year  has  also  tended  to  eia- 
firra  the  opinion,  that  the  prisoners  can  gener- 
ally maintain  themselves  by  their  labor  la  soL- 
tude." 

A  part  of  your  committee  having,  since  the  hat 
adjoumment,visited  this  Penitentiary, acknowl- 
edge, with  unfeigned  pleasure,  the  gratifkatra 
they  experienced  in  the  exhibition  of  its  stric- 
ture, plan  and  discipline,  enhanced  as  it  was  sr 
the  frankness  with  which  all  their  mqmrfet 
1  were  answered,  and  in  the  facilities  afforded, 
and  attentions  shown  to  them  by  its  intellipnt 
officers ;  and  we  feel  that  we  cannot  render  a 
more  acceptable  service,  in  the  performance  of 
our  duty,  than  in  the  exhibition  of  the  effect  of 
its  discipline,  as  contained  In  the  succinct  aid 
clear  review  of  the  same,  since  it  has  gone  has 
operation,  by  the  present  governor  of  Peuasri- 
vania. 

In  his  last  message,  he  states, 

"Our  Penitentiary  system,  as  immediatdjr 
connected  with  the  administration  of  crimisal 
justice,  is  to  he  regarded  as  being  of  the  Una 
importance,  in  reference  as  well  to  the  seeontjr 
of  the  persons  and  property  as  to  the  geaenl 
morals  of  our  citizens ;  and  so  far  as  it  regards 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  philanthropic  ad- 
vocates of  Penitentiary  reform  may  justly  con- 
gratulate themselves  upon  the  success  with 
which  their  exertions  have  been  crowned,  ia 
bringing  so  near  to  perfection  a  system  sur- 
rounded by  so  many  difficulties. 

The  government  of  this  Prison  has  sera 
conducted,  in  regard  as  well  to  Its  economy  as 
its  discipline, in  a  manner  worthy  of  all  comnscs- 
dution ;  and  the  experiment  of  the  efficacy  «f 
solitary  confinement  with  labor,  so  far  a*  tarn? 
has  been  an  opportunity  to  test  it,  has  exceeded 
tho  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  anjonr. 
its  friends. 

On  the  25th  October,  1899,  the  first  convirt  wa« 
received  into  the  Eastern  Penitentiary ;  and  fhsi 
thence  until  the  1st  of  November,  IsCS,  Use 
whole  number  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  males  and  four  females, convicted  if 
various  offences.  On  the  day  last  mentioned, 
there  remained  in  confinement  tilnety  male  and 
four  female  prisoners.  The  whole  number  flV 
charged  between  the  above  dates  by  rear*  >• 
the  expiration  of  sentence  was  twenly-eipht; 
nine  died,  and  five  were  pardoned.  One'  fact,  .n 
reference  to  this  institution,  bears  strong  ttit.- 
mony  in  favor  of  its  discipline.  It  appears  !bat  act 
a  single  convict  discharged  from  this  Prison  hv 
ever  been  returned  to  it ;  which  would  serin  l>' 
prove  pretty  clearly,  either  that  a  thomucn  re- 
formation has  been  produced,  or  that  a  dread  i*  a 
repetition  of  the  unsocial  manner  of  life,  wlik-n 
liad  proved  so  irksome  before,  has  dettrnd 
from  the  commission  of  crimes  within  tin* 
limits  of  the  state  in  which  a  conviction  wi'ik! 
eiiKii re  a  sentence  to  the  Eastern  IVnitenuin. 

lt  The  annual  accounts  of  the  Prison  art  im-x 
closed  until  the  30th  of  November.  1  hau>  iwt 
therefore  been  able  to  ascertain  with  orcurao 
how  far  the  earnings  of  the  prisoner*  u  ill  !  - 
available  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  inac- 
tion. It  is  believed  that,  for  the  present.  lfc*y 
will  pay  all  except  the  salaries  of  the  officer*, 
and  it  is  not  doubted  that,  as  soon  as  the  Pruoa 
shall  have  been  fully  organised,  the  entire  n- 
prnsc*  will  be  defrayed  out  of  the  proceed*  of 
the  establishment.  The  experiment  made  n 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary  has  deinonsuausi  tbs 
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r  confinement  with  labor  does 
with  of  those-  siibjcclou  lu  that 
pline.  The  prisoners  work  to 
:  having  no  opportunity  for 
unosement,  they  eagerly  desire 
(ere  all  communication  Is  cut 
iws  his  fellow  prisoner ;  no  ac- 
trmed  ;  no  contamination  takes 
let  sees  no  one,  holds  comxnu- 
b.  except  such  as  will  give  him 
is  placed  in  a  situation  where 
ducement  to  grow  better,  but 
i  to  grow  worse :  here  thought 
ill  crowd  upon  the  mind,  and 
emn  impressions,  and  for  moral 
traction. 

ne  established  in  this  Prison, 
e  construction  and  arrangement 
tself.  and  of  the  cells  in  which 
confined  and  employed,  are  sd- 
ho  have  turned  their  attention 
Penitentiary  reform,  to  possess 
gee  over  those  of  any  other  es- 
igned  for  similar  objects,  In  this 
itry.  Foreigners  whose  especial 
been  to  visit  the  Penitentiaries 
,  generally  for  the  purpose  of 
lation  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
tary  punishment,  and  Its  effi- 
ng reformation  in  those  sub- 
cipline,  have,  with  one  voice. 
?d  of  merit  to  that  established 
enitentiary  of  Pennsylvania.*1 
ft  and  estimates  of  a  Peniten- 
rsey,  herewith  submitted,  were 
quest  of  your  committee,  by  Mr. 
f  Philadelphia,  after  whose  de- 
whose  direction,  the  Eastern 
cen  of,  and  many  valuable  ineti- 
b  character  in  our  country,  have 
,  and  Co  whose  intelligence  we 
nany  valuable  suggestions ;  and 
expressing  our  conviction  that 
ion  of  utility, economy  and  taste, 
erection  and  completion  of  a 
tenopluted  by  this  state,  should 
»ction  and  inspection  or  the  de- 
ect,aided,as  he  must  necessarily 
and  responsible  commissioners, 
lilted  is  substantially  upon  the 
several  improvements)  of  the 
liary,  varying,  however,  in  its 
impendent  with  a  scale  of  re- 
gain, simple  and  economical, 
of  extension  according  to  the 
nds  of  the  state,  and  this,  too, 
:  marring  its  original  design,  but 
mine  into  complete  effect, 
.r  the  site  of  the  present  Prison 
ited  from  the  abundance,  qual- 
:y  in  procuring,  building  mate- 
-orhood,  in  the  comparative  ease 
sr  fur  the  use  of  the  Prison  may 
1  from  its  central  position  In  the 

cessary  for  the  object  contem- 
raised  by  tax  in  such  annual 
will  not  materially  affect  the 
ixat  ion  ;  or  they  may  be  raised 
lable  in  a  given  time,  at  a  small 
ect  of  which  would  be  scarcely 
irden. 

repeat,  New  Jersey  is  prepared 
ibject :  the  tardiness  of  legists- 
jd  her  Jealousy,  and  ronsea  her 
er  in  behalf  of  this  long-neg- 
asting  department  of  her  inter- 
we  indulge,  without  fear,  the 
,  that  it  will  be  resumed  and 
e  same  spirit  of  promptness  and 
It  was  committed,  and  that  the 


present  session  will  be  coeval  with  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  character  ot  our  suae  from  the  severe 
hut  just  Imputations  upon  her  system  of  Peni- 
tentiary discipline. 
All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 


CommktM  «/ 
Gsaactf. 

Cmumttm  s/ 


JOSEPH  KAIGN, 
PETER  I.  CLARK, 
J.  W.  MILLER, 
WILLIAM  R.  ALLEN. 
CHARLES  F.  WfLKtNS, 
BENJAMIN  HAMILTON, 
January  15th,  1833. 

Gentlemen,— In  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest. I  have  made  the  accompanying  drawing, 
model  and  estimate  for  your  contemplated  New 
State  Penitentiary,  designed  for  "  solitary  con- 
finement with  labor."  Since  the  commence- 
ment of  our  extensive  Eastern  State  Penitentia- 
ry, much  valuable  experience  has  been  obtained, 
and  considerable  improvements  made,  in  the 
desired  properties  of  security,  ventilation,  light, 
warming,  and  supervision  or  the  cells,  and  lo- 
cation of  the  operative  offices  of  the  institution. 
In  designing  the  flan  before  you,  the  most 
approved  features  of  our  building  have  been 
adopted,  and  its  imperfections  avoided. 

In  the  estimate,  1  have  calculated  ereiry  fea- 
ture of  the  design,  to  be  executed  in  the  most 
substantial  and  approved  manner,  and  of  the 
best  materials  of  their  several  kinds,  avoiding 
useless  ornament,  and  employing  members  best 
calculated  to  perfect  the  desired  properties  of  the 
institution—the  value  of  labor  and  materials 
taken  from  the  best  information  and  experience. 
It  Is  a  candid,  (air,  and  full  calculation,  that 
can  be  depended  upon  and  guarantied,  which 
yoursubsc/iber  esteems  it  his  duty  to  report,  in 
preference  to  one  of  a  contracted  character, 
which  might  lead  to  disappointment. 

The  whole  plan  will  accommodate  three 
hundred  prisoners,  and  admit  the  erection  of 
any  one  of  the  radiating  blocks,  as  circum- 
stances may  require,  from  time  to  time,  without 
interfering  with  each  other. 

Upon  examining  the  general  features  and  de- 
tail of  the  design,  the  practical  and  well-in- 
formed warden  wul  find  it  calculated  to  carry 
into  execution  all  the  desired  objects  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

EstvmaU. 

External  wall, 

Front  building,  containing  the  culi- 
nary, laundry,  nnd  bsthing  offices, 
store  rooms,  keeper's  chambers, 
observatory,  reservoir,  belfry,  ana 
other  fire-proof  rooms,  expressed 

in  the  plan 

Culvert,  sinks,  cast  iron  pipes,  cov- 
ered ways,  apparatus  for  cooking, 
wanning,  ana  raising  water  into 

the  reservoirs 

Block  A  containing  50  cells, 

B 75 

C 50 

D 75 

E 50 


•14,000 


15,000 


13,000 
18,000 
97,000 
16,000 
87,000 
18,000 


300  cells.  Total,  $150,000 
Philadelphia,  January  IS,  1833. 


M. 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  Prison  Instruction 
Society  in  New  Jersey,  in  the  State  House 
at  Trenton,  January  ]0, 1833. 

Pursuant  to  public  notice,  the  society  eofc* 
vencd  this  eveotaf  la  tba  &*»!« 
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PBMOff  DISCIPLINE  tOCtBTT. 


Most  of  the  legislature,  and  many  other 
persons,  were  present.  At  half  part  eerea 
o'clock,  the  president,  Mr.  Joiira  A.  Y*ai>, 
took  the  chair,  and  the  exercises  were  com- 
menced with  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  and  the 
constitution,  were  read  by  the  recording  secre- 
tary, Mr.  Jetarn  C.  Potts. 

The  corresponding  aocretary,  Mr.  Johh 
Stuart,  reported  on  the  advantages  of  the 
modern  system  of  Prison  discipline,  as  exem- 
plified In  other  states,  compared  with  that 
which  preceded  it,  and  which  now  exists  in 
New  Jersey. 

On  motion  of  St  act  O.  Potts,  Esq.,  second- 
ed by  the  speaker  of  the  legislative  assembly, 
Jon*  P.  J ack ton,  Esq.,  it  waa 

fls—lrarf,  That  the  report  of  the  correspond- 
ing secretary  be  adopted  and jmbltobed. 

On  motion  of  L.  Q.  C.  Euinm,  Esq.,  sec- 
onded by  Governor  Southajrd,  It  was 

JtsssJeei,  That  the  moral  instruction  of  con- 
victs forms  a  very  important  part  of  Prison 
discipline. 

On  motion  of  ProfeesoBjMACLSAB,  seconded 
by  Mr.  J.  Btcast,  It  was 

JUeolvod,  That,  In  the  opinion  of  this  meet- 
ing, it  is  highly  desirable  that  some  provision 
shoold  be  made  for  affording  suitable  employ- 
meat  to  the  convicts  discharged  from  our 
Prisons. 

The  addresses  by  the  gentlemen  who  made 
and  seconded  the  motions  were  listened  to 
with  great  attention,  and  increased  the  interest 
previously  felt  in  the  objects  of  the  society. 


|  miarloners  have  visited  some  of  the 
the  United  State*,  as  well  as  thes 
other  countries. 
In  Italy,  most  of  the  insHtntiona 
are  in  a  deplorable 


Anmud  Report. 

U  thie  report  «*0  es  hriffif  noticed  the  sseeral 
enoteme  ef  Prison  dwdphas,  their  eject*  en 
the  health  and  character  of  the  cornicle,  and  the 
financial  conccrue  ef  the  deferent  eneteme. 

The  old  system  of  Prison  discipline,  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe,  is,  perhaps,  too  well 
known  to  need  description  in  detail.  Suffice 
h  to  say.  that  convicts,  in  most  cases,  were 
went  to  Prison,  and  shut  up  in  crowded  rooms, — 
old  and  young,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent, 
together. 

When  labor  in  shops  and  yards  has  been  a 
part  of  the  discipline  daring  the  day,  the  pris- 
oners have  been  crowded  together  at  night  in 
lodging- rooms,  where  the  novice  in  crime  has 
been  trained  to  deeds  of  greater  darkness,  and 
where  all  the  inmates  were  strengthened  in 
their  combinations  against  order  snd  society. 
And  in  these  institutions,  where  there  should 
have  been  reform,  there  were,  in  reality,  unut- 
terable abominations. 

The  reports  of  societies  and  individuals  in 
England,  between  1890  and  1830,  give  details 
of  wretchedness  in  their  Prisons  which  called 
loudly  for  attention  and  reform ;  and  these 
calls  were  beard  by  the  government.  They 
are  now  successfully  endeavoring  to  reform 
the  Prisons  and  Jails  throughout  the  empire. 

In  France,  this  class  of  institutions  has  been 
wofully  passed  by  in  former  years.  Convicts 
were,  in  some  cases,  sent  to  Prisons  like  the 
Bastile,  without  labor,  or  any  thing  to  cheer  or 
reform,  and  consequently  became  Insane,  or 
sickened,  and  died,  with  none  to  "  visit"  them, 
or  "  care  for  their  souls."  In  other  cases,  nine 
hundred  or  a  thousand  were  together  in  a 
Prison,  without  moral  and  religious  instruction, 
without  proper  separation  and  inspection,  ana 
where  employment  was  the  only  good  feature 
in  the  system.  But  the  French  government, 
like  the  British,  has  taken  a  coarse  which  will 
doubtless  load  to  reform.    The  French 


In  Sardinia,  one  prison  ha 
filthv  and  wretched  in  the 
honored  and  sixty  men  warn 
targe  room.    They  were  chained  do 
legs,  at  night,  close,  aide  by  aide. 

Seme  of  the  old  Prisons,  and  m 
JaUa,  in  oar  own  country,  hive  bees 
if  any,  better  than  the  mass  In  Eon 

Within  these  dreadful  portieue 
and  moral  pollution,  not  only  have 
been  combining  and  strengthening,  I 
speed  their  way  in  vittany,  hut  ova 
who  previously  knew  no  crime,  1 
brought  to  breathe  the 
air. 

In  this  wretched  state  of  thin 


can  bo  ear  prised 


'£» 


villains  have  been  rapidly  multiplyhi 
out  the  habitable  globe?  and  that 
every  grade,  from  the  alight  aberrata 
child  to  the  foulest  deeds  within  th 
of  human  sbilrtv  to  perpetrate,  are  ba 

While  the  picture  has  been  thoadi 
general,  both  in  Europe  and 
have  been  some  bright  spots, 
days.  More  than  half  a  century  ago, 
of  noble  spirit,  the  phiku&hropist 
much  admired  the  neatness  and  on 
Prisons  in  Belgium.    But  the  ini 


kind,  which,  above  all  others,  in  sar 
did  honor  to  that  country,  was  the  P« 
at  Ghent.    It  was  mostly  on  the  sj 


at  Ghent.  It  was  mostly  on  the  pi 
present  Prison  at  Auburn,  New  Ton 
ers  were  committed,  to  remain  fro 
twenty  years.  They  had  separate 
lodging  at  night,  and  joint  labor  by  d 

Conversation  was  not  allowed  set 
prisoners,— spirituous  liquors  were  a 
—prayers  were  daily  put  up,  and  on 
services  were  engaged  in  on  the 
About  sixty  years  ago,  Howard  wa 
and  said  of  the  prisoners, 

"  This  company,  of  one  hundred  a 
stout  criminals,  was  governed  with 
apparent  ease  as  the  most  sober  and 
posed  assembly  in  civil  society.*' 

Again  it  was  visited  and  examined  I 
benevolent  and  intelligent  individoa 
From  the  whole  number  of  prison 
more  than  thirteen  hundred,  the  w 
sick  did  not  exceed  twenty-five :  of  t 
were  discharged,  only  about  five  : 
ever  returned.  Many  Instances  had 
within  the  governor's  recollection, 
discharged  convicts  had  set  up  for  a 
in  trades  which  they  had  learned  ■ 
and  some  had  done  so  in  Ghent,  and  i 
ished  by  those  habits  of  industry  wi 
had  thus  acquired. 

At  present  there  appears  to  be  a  gal 
position  in  Europe,  as  in  America,  la 
the  condition  of  Prisons.  Assoc** 
multiplying  in  the  large  cities  and  i 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  to  invest! 
spread  Information  on  this  great  and 
toasly  important  subject. 

Several  reformed  Prisons  in  the  Haft 
demand  our  attention. 

The  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  New  1 
commenced  in  1816.  In  1819,  the  ft*, 
alarmed  at  the  progress  of  crime,  and 
dition  of  the  old  Penitentiaries,  aoshf 
alteration  la  the  plan  of  the  Prison.  * 
arrangement,  there  were  five  hundred 
separate  cells.   This  was  the  flat  I 
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f  on  the  plan  of  solitary  confinement 

s  improvement,  tbe  f  rat  report  of 
i  Prison  Discipline  Society  says : — 
tot  possible  tor  us  to  describe  tbe 
e  (eel  in  contemplating  this  noble 
—after  wading  through  tbe  moral 
U  filth  of  many  Prison*.  We  regard 
el  worthy  of  the  world's  imitation, 
lined  industry,  the  entire  subordi- 

subdaed  feelings  of  tbe  Prisoners, 
aly  no  parallel  among  an  equal  nam- 
sets." 

in  inquiry  was  instituted  in  relation 
uct  and  character  of  convicts  dis- 
na  Auburn.  In  1827.  it  brought 
avorable  coses:  in  1808,  it  brought 
d  and  twelve  favosable  cases:  m 
i  were  addressed  to  postmasters  and 
d)  parts  of  tbe  state  of  New  York, 
•ence  was  received  concerning  two 
id  six,  of  whom  one  hundred  and 
ere  reformed. 

J»er,  concerning  many  of  the  one 
id  forty-six  here  mentioned,  infor* 

been  received  two  and  even  three 
accession,  giving  them  the  same 
md  some  of  them  the  character  of 
sous  men. 

the  report  of  tbe  Eastern   Prison 

Society    says    again    of    Auburn 

itaias  the  same  general  character  it 
luring  a  course  of  years.  Silence, 
id  order  reign  throughout  the  estab- 
Tbe  health,  among  a  population  of 

six  hundred  within  the  wails,  is 
I  to  that  of  the  most  favored  country 
New  England,  and  better  than  that 
'  of  Boston.  The  annual  deaths 
previous  years  were  one  in  seventy- 
luring  1839,  they  were  less  than  one 
dred.  Tbe  moral  influence  is  good, 
Ddeed,  be  expected  from  the  public 
le  8abbath  school,  the  reading  and 
'  tbe  Bible,  the  solitude,  the  private 
i,  tbe  absence  of  temptation,  the 
wholesome  discipline,  and  the  daily 
gment  of  God.  And  the  moral  in- 
iroved  to  be  good  by  numerous  cases 
lion,  and  comparatively  few  of  re- 
Such  is  the  condition,  on  the 
this  Prison,  that  those  who  hear 
:,  and  afterward  visit  it,  go  away, 
e  half  was  not  told  them:  and  thou- 

It  from  America  and  Europe  as  a 
saltation." 

rage  expense  of  building  a  Prison  on 
i  plan  hi  reckoned  to  be  two  hun- 
venty  dollars  per  cell, 
nee  to  the  finances  of  that  instltu- 
it  was  built,  we  have  all  tbe  neoes- 
n  the  case  up  to  the  present  time, 
he  first  years  of  experiment,  after 

was  built  on  the  new  plan,  fears 
tained  that  it  would  not  support  it- 
Tor  its  support  ten  thousand  dollars 
ally  drawn  from  the  state  treasury, 
•ml  years  after  the  erection  of  the 
agent  purchased  all  the  raw  materi- 
I  them  to  be  manufactured  in  the 
i  sold  them  from  the  Prison  stores 
t  of  the  state.  Very  serious  losses 
wn  this  system ;  in  consequence  of 
bs  the  legislature  abolished  tbe  sys- 
lopted  tbe  plan  of  hiring  by  contract, 
ow  pursued  with  decided  advantage, 
tractors  furnish  the  materials,  pay  a 
jd  sum  per  diem  for  the  labor  of  the 
ad  dispose  of  the  ankles  manufac- 
Mhraly  on  than?  awn  account.    The 


results  of  this  latter  system  have  been  highly 
encouraging. 

At  the7  dose  of  1898,  the  profit  to  the  state, 
after  deducting  every  expense  daring  the  year, 
was  found  to  be  three  thousand  three  hundred 
and  thirty-six  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents. 
At  the  close  of  1889.  the  earnings  of  the  con- 
victs, after  paving  die  salaries  of  the  officers, 
ax.  was  found  to  nave  exceeded  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Prison  to  the  amount  of  five  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and 
sixty  cents. 

We  have  another  important  Hern  of  intelli- 
gence, on  this  subject,  which  the  corresponding 
secretary  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison  Instruction 
Society  has  lately  received.  Under  date  of 
December  94,  1839,  the  chaplain  at  Auburn, 
Rev.  B.  C.  Smith,  thus  doses  his  letter : — 

"  In  conclusion,  ret  me  state  one  fact,  which 
win  be  found  In  no  report  but  that  which  la 
about  to  be  made  from  this  Prison  to  our  legis- 
lature. In  compliance  with  a  law  of  tbe  last 
session,  our  agent  and  keener  has  built,  during 
the  last  season,  a  block  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  cells,  (probably  the  most  perfect  in  the 
world,)  estimated  at  about  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  wholly  from  the  funds  of  the  Prison, 
without  drawing  upon  the  state  treasury  for  n 
dollar ;  and  at  the  same  time  earned,  in  the  or- 
dinary operations  of  tbe  Prison,  during  the 
year,  more  than  three  thousand  dollars  over 
and  above  all  Its  expenditures.  It  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  explain,  that  the  money  expended 
on  the  new  cells  is  the  accumulated  overplus 
earnings  for  several  years.*' 

A  new  State  Prison  at  Wetbersfleld,  Con- 
necticut, was  commenced  in  the  summer  of 
1896,  and  completed  in  1898.  It  is  built  on  the 
Auburn  plan,  and  contained  originally  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  cells  for  males,  besides 
a  female  department,  a  chapel,  keeper's  house, 
hospital,  and  offices  for  warden  and  guard. 
The  original  cost  of  this  Prison,  like  that  at 
Auburn,  was  about  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  per  cell,  including  the  wan  and  all  the 
buildings;  so  that  tbe  first  one  hundred  and 
thirty -six  cells  cost  about  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

To  say  nothing  about  the  expense  in  build- 
ing either  Prison,  we  may  profitably  consider 
the  comparative  finances  of  the  old  Prison  at 
Newgate,  Connecticut,  and  the  new  one  at 
Wethersfield. 

Previous  to  1896,  the  Newgate  Prison  had 
been  occupied  thirty-six  years ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  number  of  prisoners  was  compara- 
tively small,  yet  in  no  one  of  the  thirty-six 
years  did  it  support  itself;  but  the  average 
annual  expense  to  the  state,  during  the  whole 
time,  was  near  six  thousand  dollars. 

In  rviatlou  to  the  New  Prison,  the  results 
have  been  most  truly  encouraging.  From  the 
very  day  in  which  the  prisoners  were  removed 
from  Newgate  to  Wetbersfleld,  the  pecuniary 
concerns  began  to  wear  a  brighter  aspect ;  and 
the  prospects  In  this  department  have  grown 
brighter  and  brighter  to  the  present  day.  In 
1639,  the  governor,  in  his  message  to  the  legis- 
lature of  Connecticut,  stated  that  a  revenue 
might  hereafter  be  expected  from  the  Prison  to 
the  state  often  thousand  dollars  annually. 

We  shall  close  this  notice  of  Wethersfleld 
Prison  with  an  extract  of  a  letter  very  recently 
received  from  the  chaplain  of  said  Prison,  Rev. 
William  Whittlesey.    He  says  :— 

"  During  the  last  year,  the  average  number 
of  convicts  was  about  one  hundred  and  eighty ; 
and  the  earnings  of  these,  above  every  expen- 
diture of  tbe  Prison,  were  eight  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirteen  dollars ;  wbereas^ln  1817^ 
1B18,  1819,  the  avatana  exnaaaa  iraa  vw%Y«* 
thousand  onetnadrea  «m4  utanxyAai*  tnNAxa 
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annually,  above  the  earnings  of  the  conviete ; 
and  then  we  had  only  about  seventy-five  for 
whom  to  provide.  Accordingly,  the  difference 
ia  nearly  twenty-one  thousand  dollars  a  year ; 
and  yet  the  great  objection  to  building  thia 
Prison  and  changing  the  mode  of  discipline 
was  its  enormous  expense  to  the  state.  This 
Prison  has  much  more  than  paid  for  itself  since 
its  erection,  a  term  of  five  years ;  but  thia  ia 
not  all ;  indeed,  it  la  but  a  small  part  of  the 
benefit  accruing  from  the  change.  The  refor- 
mation of  character,  and,  ia  many  instances,  the 
salvation  of  the  souls  of  men,  effected  in  con- 
sequence of  the  change  in  our  Prison,  ia  a 
pnod  that  cannot  be  valued  in  money." 

In  Pennsylvania  great  attention  has  been 
paid,  during  some  years  back,  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  penal  code  and  Penitentiary  sys- 
tem. The  Old  Walnut  Street  and  Arch  Street 
Prisons,  in  Philadelphia,  during  a  too  long 
course  of  years,  had  been  must  efficient  schools 
of  vice  and  places  of  unutterable  crime.  To 
remedy  evils  like  these,  the  legislature  made 
provision  for  the  erection  of  two  new  Peniten- 
tiaries, one  at  Philadelphia,  the  other  at  Pitta- 

Tbe  original  plan  of  these  Institutions  waa 
somewhat  peculiar.  The  first  design  was, 
that  the  convict  should  be  entirely  solitary  by 
day  and  night,  without  labor  or  Instruction. 
After  one  hundred  and  fourteen  cells  had  been 
built  in  the  New  Penitentiary  at  Philadelphia. 
the  legislature  arrested  the  work  on  the  original 
plan,  and  passed  a  law  providing  for  the  intro- 
duction of  labor  into  the  New  Prisons  at  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburg,  and  providing  alao  for 
a  religious  teacher  in  the  Philadelphia  Peni- 
tentiary. 

The  last-mentioned  Institution  received  some  | 
convicts  in  1829  ;  and  at  the  close  of  1630,  there 
were  fifty-four  convicts  in  the  Prison  at  work, 
each  in  his  cell.  January  1st,  1831,  the  inspec- 
tors stated  the  system  of  discipline  to  be  "  soli- 
tary confinement  at  labor^with  instruction  in 
morals  and  religion.0  The  inspectors,  phy- 
sician and  warden  reported  to  the  legislature 
that  this  discipline  did  not  "  produce  insanity 
or  bodily  infirmity,"  but  they  highly  approved 
of  solitary  confinement  day  aud  night  when 
thus  modified. 

The  experiment  waa  so  tar  successful  aa  to 
Induce  the  legislature,  in  March,  1831,  to  ap- 
propriate one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  for  the  erection  of  four  hundred  addi- 
tional cells  within  the  walls  formerly  built. 

Provision  was  also  made  to  raise  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  erecting  a 
new  County  Prison  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  plan  of  solitary  confinement ;  said  Pris- 
on to  contain  three  hundred  dormitories ;  thus 
providing  that  Walnut  Street  and  Arch  Street 
Prisons  be  not  much  longer  uaed  as  places  of 
wretchedness  amid  natural  and  moral  death. 

January,  1839,  the  inspectors,  warden  and 
physician  report,  a  third  time,  favorably  in  re- 
lation to  the  New  Penitentiary.  Whether  any 
definite  inquiry  bad  been  instituted  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  discharged  convicts,  as  there 
has  been  at  Auburn,  does  not  appear ;  but  the 
warden  says  :— 

M  Of  the  whole  number  discharged  from  the 
commencement  of  the  establishment,  twenty - 
one  in  all,  we  have  received  an  unfavorable 
account  of  but  one." 

The  physician  at  the  same  time  says  :— 

"  The  health  of  the  prisoners  for  this  year 
has  been  generally  good,  though  a  few  cases  of 
severe  indisposition  have  occurred.  The  con- 
finement operates  differently  on  different  pris- 
oners, Increasing  the  health  of  some  and  lea- 
guing that  of  others." 


After  another  year's  experience,  the  warsse 
again  reports  favorably,  January,  1833,  and 
says  :— 

"  No  prisoner  whom  wo  have  diseharfed  am 
been  re-eonvtcted ;  and  the  information  from 
those  who  have  left  here  has  been  generally 
satisfactory.  It  is  a  mistake  to  believe  that  ihe 
inmates  of  Prisons  are  a  set  of  outlaws  aad 
tiger-like  beings,— lost  to  all  good  In  this  world, 
and  without  hope  of  a  hetealbsr.  Too  misy, 
—indeed,  most  of  them,— on  first  convktioB. 
are  either  neglected  youth,  thrown  Into  tar 
world  without  education,  and  without  friends 
(often  the  victims  of  hard  masters)— or  igss- 
rant  men,  the  dupes  of  artful  knaves  who  kaow 
how  to  elude  detection.  Neglect  of  early  edu- 
cation, the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  gambling,  aad 
dealing  in  lottery  tickets,  are  the  most  proau- 
nent  causes  of  felony." 

With  regard  to  the  New  Prison  at  Pfttsbarf , 
so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  inforau* 
lion,  though  erected  at  an  immense  expense,  it 
seems  indeed  among  the  unfortunate  iaftas- 
tions  of  the  age.  It  was  on  the  same  pita, 
though  not  so  happily  constructed,  aa  that  at 
Philadelphia. 

The  cost  of  building  on  the  plan  adopted  is 
Pennsylvania  is,  of  course,  much  greater  teas 
that  adopted  in  New  York,  aad  mort  etbrr 
states.  The  prisoners,  In  their  solitary  crib, 
during  these  three  and  a  half  years,  bare  abort 
supported  themselves  by  their  labor,  without 
paying  the  salaries  of  their  keepers. 

The  State  Prison  at  Sing-Sing,  New  York,  en 
the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  has  been  In  buildus 
and  in  operation  about  seven  years.  The  suns 
building,  as  lately  finished,  hi  five  hundred  feet 
long,  and  forty  wide,  five  stories  high,  cos- 
taining  one  thousand  cells  for  solitary  confine- 
ment at  night,  and  where  also  in  solitude  the 
prisoners  take  their  meals.  The  general  piaa 
of  discipline  is  like  that  at  Auburn,  Wet  ben- 
field  and  Charlestown.  There  have  been  glo- 
rious results  iu  the  radical  reform  of  prisoseit. 
In  December,  1831,  the  chaplain  reported  from 
his  department*,  and  though  the  report  vu 
encouraging,  yet  its  author  spoke  with  trrat 
care  in  relation  to  the  number  of  cases  of  re- 
form ;  but  in  speaking  of  these  cases,  hi'  sayi  :— 

"  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  not  one  u(  this 
hopeful  number,  in  all  my  intercourse  with 
them,  has  ever  given  the  most  remote  muni- 
tion of  a  desire  to  be  released  from  pre*ert 
punishment;  nor  am  I  aware  that  oni>  hw 
been  released  on  account  of  any  relijkras 
professions." 

This  officer  at  Sing-Sing,  the  Rev.  Jonathan 
Dickerson,  appears  to  have  n  wholesmnr  dis- 
trust of  the  class  of  men  with  whom  he  hns  tu 
deal,  and  to  look  for  hypocrisy ;  and  vet.  from 
facts  that  have  come  to  his  knowledge,  be 
thinks  there  Is  groat  reason  and  eneourafeiueut 
to  be  attentive  and  faithful  to  this  class  cf 
men.  In  a  recent  communication  to  the  >Vw 
Jersey  Prison  Instruction  Society,  he  says:— 

"There  have  been  cases  where  convicts, 
when  discharged,  have  offered  themselves  to 
the  people  of  God.  aad  maintained  a  reliijou* 
character;  one  of  whom  has  since  died,  and 
in  death  as  well  aa  life  wan  an  ornament  to  the 
church  of  which  he  waa  a  member.  The  cases 
of  radical  reformation  have  greatly  increased 
during  the  last  year.  There  are  from  fifty  to 
eighty  that  have  hopefully  passed  from  death 
to  life ;  and  the  greater  part  are  marked  cases. 
During  the  but  ssaaon^carce  a  week  has  passed 
without  the  occurrence  of  a  new  ease.1' 

Indeed,  they  are  beginning  to  feel  el  this 
Prison,  as  at  some  ethers,  that  the  best  punish- 
ment for  criminals  is  that  repentance  which 
leads  them  to  took  back  upon  tasnt  crimes  with 
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bumble  loatbius  and  contrition  of  soul.  Thia 
is  the  secret  of  the  whole  thins:  the  convict 
should  be  brought  to  feel  as  the  keeper  of 
Maryland  State  Prison  says  some  of  hit  pris- 
oners felt,  when  they  lately  died  with  the 
cholera.    Said  be : — 

**  They  rejoiced,  in  the  hour  of  death,  that 
they  were  ever  brought  to  Prison." 

And  as  it  respects  pecuniary  eoncemi,  it 
will  be  found  in  practice,  as  it  might  well  be 
found  in  theory,  that  econtny  and  mural  «■- 
jrwement  go  band  in  hand. 

There  are  several  other  reformed  Prisons 
within  the  United  States  which  we  might  go 
on  to  describe ;  but  suitable  brevity  in  this  re- 
port forbids  it.  We  should  especially  be  hap- 
py to  detail  the  interesting  features  and  results 
of  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown,  Massachu- 
setts. In  this  Prison,  as  in  many  others,  the 
Sabbath  school  is  deemed  a  very  important 
part  of  the  exercises  on  the  Sabbath.  About 
five  hundred  gentlemen,  of  different  denomi- 
nations, from  Charlestown  and  Boston,  teach 
in  the  Sabbath  school  alternately.  These 
visits  to  the  prisoners  are  said  to  have  raised  a 
great  interest  in  behalf  of  this  class  of  men. 

The  brief  notices  we  have  given,  as  well  as 
others  which  might  be  given,  all  go  to  show 
the  great  truth,  that  if  Prisons  are  commenced 
and  carried  on  as  they  should  be,  insteed  of 
being  places  in  which  men  are  matured  in 
crime,  they  may  be  indeed  reformatory  in  their 
character ;  and  instead  of  being  a  heavy  tax  on 
the  state,  they  may  «t  least  support  themselves. 

A  few  facts  like  the  following  will  show 
what  an  enormous  expense  the  old  Prisons 
have  been  to  the  several  states. 

Connecticut  paid,  for  its  then  comparatively 
small  number  of  prisoners,  from  1791  to  1898, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  New  York  paid 
for  state  prisoners,  from  1796  to  1888,  one  mil- 
lion and  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Mas- 
sachusetts, from  1803  to  1898,  paid  more  than 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  From  1819  to 
1895,  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  paid,  in  six 
years,  for  merely  one  Prison,  that  on  Walnut 
Street,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-three 
dollars  and  thirty  cents,  over  and  above  the 
labor  of  the  convicts.  But  we  forbear  to  speak 
further  of  mismanagement  abroad,  and  turn 
for  a  moment  to  view  the  Prison  concerns  of 
New  Jersey. 

And  here  we  may  state  at  once,  that,  with 
reference  to  the  past,  there  is  but  one  wretched 
story  to  tell ;  ana  as  to  the  future,  there  is  but 
one  dismal  prospect,  unless  tbinp  shall  take  a 
turn  for  the  better.  These  things  are  perhaps 
seen  und  felt  by  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens 
of  New  Jersey ;  and  if  they  are  not  seen  and 
felt  here,  they  are  in  other  states,  and  other 
countries.  It  is  a  notorious  fact*  that  the  al- 
most hopeless  condition  of  the  Penitentiary  in 
this  state  is  a  theme  of  conversation  and  of 
writing,  among  men  of  information,  from 
Maine  to  Georgia,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  not  only  In  America,  but  Eu- 
rope. The  buildings  are  badly  constructed  and 
insecure.  In  the  able  report  of  the  committee 
of  six  from  the  legislature,  In  January,  1830, 
regarding  the  insecurity  of  the  Prison,  they 

"  We  have  obtained  information,  from  the 
records  of  the  Prison,  concerning  escapes  which 
have  actually  been  effected  since  the  Prison 
was  built.  This  list  is  now  before  us.  It  con- 
tains the  names  of  one  hundred  and  eight  con- 
victs who  have  made  their  escape.  This  is 
more  than  one  twelfth  part  of  all  who  have 
been  committed  to  the  Prison,— a  proof  of  toe 


insecurity  of  the  Prison,  to -far  as  our  knowl- 
edge in  the  history  of  Prisons  extends,  without 
a  parallel." 

The  moral  condition,  even  so  far  as  deeds 
have  seen  the  light,  has  been  too  soul- sicken- 
ing to  be  viewed  with  composure. 

And,  as  in  the  case  of  other  Prisons  on  the 
old  plan  of  construction  and  discipline,  the 
annual  drafts  upon  the  treasury  of  the  stale 
have  been  almost  uninterrupted  from  the  time 
the  Penitentiary  was  built  to  the  present  year. 
The  late  state  treasurer,  Mr.  Parker,  after 
going  through  the  whole  range  of  the  financial 
concerns  of  the  establishment,  from  the  time  it 
was  founded,  in  1797,  up  to  1899.  including  more 
than  thirty  years,  reported  to  Governor  vroom, 
January  1830,  and  says : — 

"  From  the  best  information  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain,  I  think  myself  safe  in  saying, 
that  the  Prison  has  not  supported  itself  in  any 
one  vear  since  its  erection.*' 

If  there  be  no  change  in  the  Prison  and  Jails 
of  this  state,  we  have  yet  to  learn  what  dispo- 
sition will  be  made  of  that  multitude  of  vil- 
lains who  are  crowding  in  upon  our  territory 
from  abroad. 

This  state  is  the  great  thoroughfare  between 
the  two  greatest  cities  of  the  new  world.  In 
these  two  cities,  the  people  are  reforming  their 
Institutions  for  correction,  improving  their 
penal  eodes,  and  critically  watching  the  eon- 
duct  of  delinquents  of  every  class.  As  these 
cities  are  rapidly  growing  and  improving,  their 
vagrant  population  will  scatter  more  and  more 
into  this  state ;  and  if  there  be  no  change  for 
the  better  in  the  discipline  of  the  vicious  with- 
in our  borders,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  streets  will  be  filled  with  rascals  of  every 
possible  description ;  and  no  safety  will  re- 
main to  the  honest  citizen  at  his  fire-aide  or 
by  the  way. 

P.  S.  We  are  extremely  happy  to  state  that, 
since  the  meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison  In- 
struction Society,  in  which  the  foregoing  report 
was  read,  a  bill  has  passed  the  New  Jersey  legis- 
lature, authorizing  the  erection  of  a  new  Pen- 
itentiary. The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  act  :— 

"  Sac.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and/ 
General  Assembly  of  this  state,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  a 
State  Penitentiary,  capable  of  holding  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  prisoners,  on  the  principle  of  sep- 
arate confinement,  with  hard  labor,  shall  be 
erected  on  the  lands  belonging  to  the  state, 
contiguous  to  where  the  present  Prison  now 
stands,  and  the  yard  to  be  so  constructed  that 
one  hundred  and  fifty  cells  may  be  added,  if 
they  should  become  necessary. 

"  Sac.  9.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  follow- 
ing named  persons,  viz.  Joseph  Kaighn,  Charles 
Parker  and  William  R.  Allen,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed,  commissioners  for  the  erec- 
tion of  said  Penitentiary,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  make  all  necessary  contracts  fur  the 
building  of  said  Penitentiary,  taking  security 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  work  In  a 
good  and  workmanlike  manner;  and  which 
said  commissioners,  or  either  of  them,  shall 
not  be  concerned,  or  derive  any  advantage  or 
profit  from  the  said  contracts,  as  principals  or 
agents,  or  otherwise :  and  in  case  of  the  death 
or  resignation  of  any  or  either  of  said  commis- 
sioners before  the  completion  of  their  trust,  the 
governor  shall  appoint  suitable  persons  to  All 
the  vacancy. 

"  Sac.  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said 
Penitentiary  shall  be  constructed  on  the  plan 
of  the  State  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  subject  to 
such  alterations  and  improvements  an  ta*>  m&A 
commissioners,  or  *  ma^xta*  <A  ~ 


rason  mscipuir  ■ociett. 


eeM  rnlwrnt.  That  Iba  artndpw  of  ibe  kjhuUc 
aalnriMLl  of  He  ptMm,  with  bud  labor, 
be  oreaerved  ui  maintained. 


aro  bareLy  reeled  wilb  all  Dm  noeeaeary  power 
iq  erne  lh*  Hid  FeBilentiary  lo  to  (reeled  aod 
completed:  tbay  ahall  him  HI  lbs  eccounli 
in  RiMUin  thereto  lo  be  ncraiately  kept  and 
Mated  :  Bud  il>aU  Own  lima  lo  lima  deiiTer 
coptea  tkanuf,  with  ike  Totuhen,  lo  Ida  treae- 
■nr  of  tHt  etale,  by  waoDe  Ibey  abalj  b-  an 


"C" 


on  for  ibei 

—  „     IBjUtBBd 

"  Sic.  5.  And  br  H  enacted,  Tl 
thirty  ibnuHiml  dullem  be,  and  la 
prlaled  Is  hi  paid  on  wmnu  mown  by  tbe 

on  tbr  treaaunr  of  thta  MM.  lo  ha  by  then 
applied  In  rrerllne'tiiB  PBhileutkery  aroreeald.— 

brkii,  a.  albRuld.on  or  before  Ihe  in*  day  of 
NoTeiaber  nut.     Ant  ffwU  mitt.  Thai  Ibe 


■'     ■ 

.jnaira,"(appL . 

Penile  Hilary  by  [In  act  of  tba  IblrtatMh  liy 
of  February,  of  lbs  ament  year,)  h*  aba!  ai. 
and  la  hereby  eutHorJr.ed  la  drear  la  ow  at 
Hie  aaid  nawJ— bnnri.  free*  any  naaaaf*- 
prlatad  u>o»)a  la  iba  inuaeary  of  Uda  rtatr, 
tba  runber  asm  of  eHjhleea  Ibaeuud  douex, 
belli*  tbe  nlldue  of  tba  appnprbutoai  aside  by 
iba  afcreuaid  act  for  buudmf.  Iba  aaM  Sew 
Bute  Pen  Herniary. 

ahould  not  be  an  aaBuant   of  unapecoproiB* 
of  teh.  ataia  anScm 


nd  tba  act  of  tba  tblrUentb  ate  of  Febnun 
.loraaald,  H  ■hall  lad  may  be  lawful  for  Ibe 
flv^rncn,  or  Iba  paraoei  admintatertne  tba  for- 


r,£.M 


■nawm  of  Ibh  auw,  la  hereby  aatbiaiied  lad 
mpowend  lo  pledre  tne  filth  of  Ibta  Male  far 
le  paymanl  of  the  principal  and  latere*  of 
II  lunar ■  watch  may  ba  borrowed  a>  ifbrc- 


anmiully  to  Iha  Iciialalllro  of 
eoniiMiiled  with  aurh  otbrr  Infai 


■'!*.:(■ .    I.    Ami  I*  It    Bimtled,    TbBI    IbOIBld 

[loo  of  I  hi-  kdroer  and  acliuf  lnaprcBin  of  Ibe 

tliorlied  nnri  empowered  10  employ  tba  con- 
Tkin  upon  auch  vrorb,  la  the  erreilou  of  ana) 
Penitentiary,  ea  llwy  are  competent  to  nerfotm, 

■•Faaaad  February  13,  1833." 


pmrm  anrlun,  penned  an  art  aiilnoriaHii  it 
ororliuii  ft  u  New  f'liu*  Pen  lie  Hilar),  Bad  hi 
aallHirlvd  an  anpniiwialion  of  thirty  Ihouaai 
dollnn  lunarria  that  object,  but  baa  only  a 


.1    if  the  annual  aalborlaed   In 
IWlmcraaaajdlaancbBailBiaa 


fibs  laauuikin— tba  »ahia  of  in 


a   from  Iba  beat  Information  Bad 


"Tbe  whole  |ri>B 
hundred  prfenam,  and  ednii 
any  our  of  In*  ruiliaitui  " 


Fioni  building,  containing  tbe  culinary, 
laundry,  and  fculhlai  nfflcaa,  biwi- 
rooma,  keeper*e  rbambrra,  nbaerra- 
tnry.re>erroir,  belfry, and  other  I  te- 
proof  rooma,  olBrrened  la  Iba  Bean,..     I 

Cat  ret  t,  "Ink.,  cal  iron  pi pel,  covered 


.    I3.W0 
.     IH.M" 


and  therehv  inciaaaa  Iha  eipenae  lh. , 

Kit.-.  I.  Ue  |i  enacted,  by  tba  Council  and     bat 
GanwaJ  AaeauMj  of  Ibia  ante.  and  it  la  ben- '  Cb 


Chiiatlu  CMnnunny .    Thempc 
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oucthing  could  not  be  done  in  ba- 
ils unhappy  class  of  men.  The  prte- 
e  visited  at  their  cell*,  and  converted 
free  and  friendly  manner  in  relation 
chut  exercise  oft  the  Sabbath.  Those 
1  read  (Some  more  than  half  of  the 
unber)  were  immediately  associated 
lasses,  and  those  who  could  not  read 
i  learning  so  to  do. 
efforts  were  noticed  by  Governor 
his  message  to  the  legislature  in  Oc- 
8.    Speaking  of  the  Penitentiary,  he 

happy  to  say,  that  religious  instruc- 
een  gratuitously  furnished  to  the  in- 
and  that,  besides  the  ordinary  dispen- 
se word  of  life  to  the  wretched  in- 
Sabbath  school  has  been  commenced 
srly  attended  for  some  months  past, 
ng  gentlemen  from  the  neighborhood, 
by  the  spirit  that  moved  a  Howard  in 
i  of  benevolence,  and  which  springs 
ely  from  the  Great  Source  of  charity 
,  have  engaged  in  this  work  with  a 
hy  of  the  object,  and  a  determination 
»re  In  it,  even  under  the  discouraging 
nces  that  now  present  themselves. 
>rts  like  these  deserve  to  be  recorded ; 
receive  their  re  ward." 
vere,  indeed,  and  still  are,  "  discour- 
cumstanees."  There  were,  also,  and 
things  encouraging.  Among  the  for- 
ihe  fact,  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
lould  not  be  obtained  in  the  immediate 
>f  the  Prison.  Of  course  they  were 
from  places  as  near  the  Institution  as 
I  be  found. 

tatest  discouragements  result  from  the 
m  of  the  Old  Prison.  These  will  not 
le  New. 

the  things  which  tended  to  encourage, 
!se  efforts  first  commenced,  was  the 
there  was  then  residing  in  the  state 
pntleman  of  rare  spirit,  who  took  an 
t  in  the  concerns  ofour  society  when 
incy,  and  who.  at  a  peculiar  period, 
<nd  to  the  friendless, 
r  source  of  encouragement  existed  in 
i\y  disposition  of  the  keeper  of  the 
He  receives  with  cordiality  and  po- 
iose  who  make  efforts  for  the  moral 
ous  improvement  of  the  prisoners, 
ivas  also  encouragement  in  the  fact, 
emen  of  eminence,  and  In  honorable 
ave  counsel  and  fkvor  to  those  more 
ngaged  In  this  department  of  benev- 
Cnristian  enterprise, 
boners  received  those  who  visited 
lb  respect,  and  apparent  gratitude; 
much  good  has  been,  or  may  yet  be 
ihed,  we  pretend  not  to  say.  The  so- 
s  to  be  faithful  to  these  their  fellow 
leave  the  event  for  another  day  to  re- 
ts the  mere  ajpmrmue  of  many  of  the 
»f  the  Prison  is  concerned,  while  their 
are  with  them  on  the  Sabbath,  the 
hen  be  retires,  might  say  :— 

i>tb  beading;  e'er  that  Mr  page 

breath  U  iranwruUty .    There  at 

tee*  on  their  feature* ;  Ut  their  tube 
t»  dung :  and  they,  vhnw  early  yaart 
d  dark  ulee  of  vreufcedaae*  aad  akaaw, 
.  calm,  clear  eyt. 

.  Pnaoo?    Aad  art  thaw  the  mem 
jtuiioe  from  the  warMt  tweet  fclknraUp 
eraly  aerered  ? 

Butavefee  replied, 
Iplrit  Both  been  sere. 

ciety  doses  Its  first  ammul  report  by 
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stating  that  the  subjects  for  future  Investiga- 
tion are  exceedingly  Important  in  their  bearing 
on  the  vital  interests  or  society  at  large. 

It  is  well  known,  but  perhaps  better  known 
to  some  of  this  society  than  to  most  others,  that 
there  are  a  class  of  public  institutions  among 
us,  which  are  greatly  neglected  from  the  very 
fact  that  they  are  paMic.  As  in  other  concerns 
of  life,  so  in  this  matter,  "  the  business  which 
belongs  to  every  one  has  but  poor  attention.** 
These  institutions  contain  not  a  few  of  those 
whose  souls  and  happiness  are  precious,  and 
who  are  "  bone  of  our  bone  and  flesh  of  our 
flesh." 

Aware  of  this  state  of  things,  some  gentle- 
men in  this  state  have  formed  themselves  into 
an  association,  whose  chief  object  is  to  allevi- 
ate the  sufferings  and  reform  the  character  of 
the  inmates  of  our  Penitentiary,  Jails,  and  Poor* 
Houses. 

While  the  main  efforts  of  the  association  win 
be  of  a  mora)  and  religious  character,  still  It 
should  be  understood,  that  every  point  of 
Prison  discipline  will  fall  within  the  scope  of 
the  society's  Investigations. 

Lunatics  and  juvenile  delinquents  will  re- 
ceive the  society's  attention. 

Immrissmmcntfar  debt  is  a  subject  which  should 
receive  a  thorough  investigation.  And  how- 
ever opinions  may  differ  as  to  the  modes  of  ope- 
rating, It  is  presumed  that  most  persons  will 
agree  with  Governor  Southard,  in  the  sentiment 
expressed  in  bis  message  to  the  legislature  of 
this  state,  January,  1833.    He  says  :— 

"  The  prevention  of  frmmd  should  be  sought 
by  all  the  means  which  society  can  afford ;  not 
imprisonment  for  debt  aims,  without  fraud,  is 
to  be  justified  on  no  principle  congenial  to  our 
institutions.*' 

Thus  much  for  the  abstract  principle.  Then 
as  to  the  means,  in  detail,  of  effecting  the  ob- 
ject, we  must  be  taught  by  experience ;  and 
facts  must  be  gathered. 

This  society  feels  greatly  encouraged  from 
the  fact,  that  it  has  received  constant  and 
warm  assurances  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
other  societies,  persons  or  distinction,  wardens, 
and  other  officers  of  Prisons  in  several 
those  who  conduct  public  presses,  etc.  sec. 


Constitution    of  the   New   Jersey 
Instruction  Society. 

Aetiolb  1.  This  Association  adopt  the  aamo 
of  "the  New  Jersey  Prison  Instruction  Society.** 

Aet.  8.  The  chief  object  of  this  society 
•hall  be,  to  extend  to  the  convicts  in  the  Pris- 
on* of  this  state  the  benefits  of  the  Sabbath 
school  system  of  instruction,  and  also  to  furnish 
them  with  preaching. 

Abt.  3.  In  connection  with  the  foregoing  ef> 
iect,  provision  shall  also  be  made  for  inquir- 
ing into  the  relative  efficiency  of  dMbrsjat 
modes  of  Prison  discipline,  and  of  different 
methods  of  instruction. 

Art.  4.  The  officers  of  the  society  shall  be,  a 
president,  a  vice-president,  a  corresponding 
secretary,  a  recording  secretary,  a  treasurer,  a 
librarian,  and  a  superintendent  of  the  flsbafjth 
school. 

Abt.  5.  The  president  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings  t  it  shall  he  his  duty  to  frequently 
visit  the  schools,  and  to  have  a  general  super- 
intendence of  the  concerns  of  the  society.  In 
his  absence  the  vice-president  shall  disefsarsjp 
his  duties  ;  and  in  the  absence  of  both,  a  par- 
son selected  for  the  occasion. 

Abt.  6.  Taw  corresponding  saxx«t»irv 
chars**  Wttntt*  ewxtttan  sJt  ^ssA^sasA 
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ef  this  constitution ;  the  recording  secsstary 
with  tbe  preservation  of  the  minute*. 

Art.  7.  The  treasurer  shall  cake  cbarfe  of 
all  moneys  which  may  come  into  tbe  posses 
•ton  of  the  society,  by  donation,  or  otherwise, 
and  bold  them  subject  to  its  order. 

Art.  8.  Tbe  librarian  shall  take  charge  of 
tbe  books  belonging  to  tbe  library,  subject  to 
the  order  of  the  society. 

Art.  9.  The  superintendent  of  tbe  Sabbath 
school  shall  make  provision  for  the  due  in- 
struction of  the  school :  it  shall  also  be  his  duty 
to  request  clergymen  of  different  denominations 
to  visit  the  school,  and  preach  to  tbe  prisoners, 
whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  keeper,  it  can 
be  done  with  convenience. 

Art.  10.  The  society  shall  meet  annually, 
in  Trenton,  on  the  second  Saturday  of  Sep- 
tember, at  which  time  the  officers  shall  be 
chosen  for  the  ensuing  year :  the  society  shall 
also  meet  on  it*  own  adjournments,  ana  at  the 
call  of  tbe  presiding  officer. 

Art.  11.  Those  persons  shall  be  considered 
members  of  tbe  society  who  hove  become  such 
by  tbe  adoption  of  this  constitution,  and  such 
other  persons  us  the  society  may  elect. 

Josbfh  A.  Yard,  of  Trenton,  President. 
Alariozi  BconsuK  of  Princeton,  Vict-Pres. 
Joan  Maclba*,  of  Princeton,  Treasurer. 
Samuel  Etaks,  lAbrarim. 
Jo  hi*  Stuart,  of  Princeton,  Cor.  See. 
Josnra  C.  Potts,  of  Trenton,  Rec  Sec. 
Job*  BTCA»Ttfiey«  inUmitnl  of  Sabbath  SthaeL 


To  the  Philadelphia  Societvfor  Alleviating 
the  BUseries  of  Public  Prisons,  1833. 

The  acting  committee  submit  the  following 
fssjprt  sq- 
uaring the  past  year,  tbe  committee  met 
twelve  times,  and  their  sub-committees  fre- 
quently examined  tbe  different  Prisons  in  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.  Those  pris- 
oners who  stood  in  need  of  assistance  received 
it.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  influenza 
during  the  last  winter,  and  of  the  cholera  in 
the  summer,  the  expenditures  of  the  society 
bare  been  unusually  great.  The  amount  ex- 
pended will  appear  by  tbe  treasurer's  account. 
Tbe  condition  of  tbe  various  Prisons  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been 
directed,  will  now  be  described. 

Tbe  Arch  Street  Prison  has  been  frequently 
visited,  and  especially  during  tbe  period  when 
the  cholera  prevailed.    Upon   that  subject  a 

rslal  report  has  been  submitted,  to  which 
committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 
Tbe  committee  have  endeavored  to  ascertain 
tbe  number  of  deaths  from  cholera  in  this  Pris- 
on, from  tbe  commencement  of  tbe  disease. 
Tbe  total  number  who  died  in,  and  were 
burled  from,  this  JaO,  was  44 :  and  tbe  deaths 
at  the  various  hospitals,  dec.  (among  tbe  pris- 
oners discharged  from  this  establishment)  may 
be  stated  at  about  93.  The  total  mortality, 
therefore,  among  these  two  classes,  may  be 
stated,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  at  67 ; 
but,  as  some  doubtful  cases  have  been  submit- 
ted to  tbe  committee,  h  may  be  proper  to  re- 
mark, that  tbe  maximum  did  not  exceed  76,  ia- 
efadfeftesrem  thawkeieef  these  aUeged  cos*.  Tbe 
committee  had  the  beat  opportunity  to  procure 
correct  Information,  having  access  to  the  re- 
turns of  the  physicians,  and  the  constituted 
exitkxitltkwyand  having  vMted  every  discharged 


prisoner  la  the  several  hoanttaJs.  a*  waft  as- 
those  confined  within  tbe  wuHa  of  the  Prison, 
where  their  attendance  was  daily  gives,  at 
long  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  required. 

With  the  exception  of  thai  terrible  visitation, 
the  state  of  this  Prison  has  not  materially  va- 
ried from  that  of  last  year. 

The  same  system  of  illegal  commitments  is 
still  practised  by  some  of  the  magistrates. 
Persons  are  still  committed  as  "  Idle  and  dis- 
orderly, till  discharged  by  due  course  of  law." 
Tbe  magistrates  who  thus  violate  the  law,  can- 
not even  offer  the  plea  of  ignorance  in  extenu- 
ation of  their  offences,  as  the  opinion  of  the 
recorder.  Mr.  Mcllvaine,  on  this  very  point, 
was  published  In  the  newspapers  of  this  city, 
in  November,  1899.* 

Another  practice  of  some  magistrates,  one 
equally  contrary  to  law,  is  that  of  discharging 
vagrants  alter  their  conviction,  and  Before  the 
expiration  of  their  sentences. 

There  is  no  provision  made  by  law  to  supply 
untried  prisoners  with  clothing :  and  when  they 
are  detained  for  months  in  Prison ,  they  are  often 
In  a  state  of  destitution,  particularly  during  se- 
verely cold  weather ;  ana  where  the  individual 
is  detained,  not  for  trial,  or  under  any  sen- 
tence whatever,  but  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
tbe  country,  tbe  case  is  more  aggravated. 

ll  appears  to  tbe  committee  that  another  evfl 
is.  the  length  of  periods  between  the 
or  the  criminal  courts.  It  must  be  i . . 
to  every  reflecting  mrnd  that  the  wants  of  this 
community  require  the  criminal  courts  to  sM 
much  more  frequently  than  thev  now  do. 

It  is  certainly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  to  Immure  a  cttlxen  m  a  Prison 
for  a  long  period  before  his  trial,  the  avowed 
object  being  to  secure  bis  presence  to  ajaswez 
the  charge  alleged  against  him,  and  not  to  in- 
flict a  punishment.  If  this  be  considered  un- 
just to  the  accused,  who  cannot  and 
what  will  be  said  to  tbe  Imprisonment  of 
hmiu,  who  may  be  unable  to  procure  bail? 
The  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  held  but  two 
sessions  a  year.  A  person  who  Is  charged 
with  a  high  crime  may  thus  suffer,  if  frtoadlem, 
an  imprisonment  of  six  months  before  he  Is 
brought  to  his  trial,  and  the  witnesses  ogam* 
him.  equally  destitnte,  must  endure  a  similar 
misfortune.  But  tbe  injustice  does  not  eat 
here.  Although  the  enmmnwmtth  enforces 
tbe  presence  of  her  witnesses,  either  by  com- 
pelling them  to  give  bail,  or  by  commJttiac 
them,  the  accused  possesses  me  siuh  right,  aad 
the  witnesses  in  bM  favor  mav  all  be  dispersed 
before  his  trial  comes  on.  If.  when  at  length 
brought  to  his  trial,  he  should  be  acquitted,  not 
the  slightest  recompense  is  made  to  him  for  aD 
the  suffering  he  has  undergone. — The  Mayor's 
Court  and  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  are  held 
only  four  times  In  a  year.  In  Boston  and  New 
York,  the  criminal  courts  sit  very  frequently. 
This  is  an  important  subject,  and  the  commit- 
tee trust  that  tbe  society  willkive  it  that 
attention  which  it  deserves.  Documents 
A,  exhibit  tbe  number  of  commitments,  Ax.  to 
this  Jail,  for  1831  and  1833.  The  committee 
hope  that  their  next  annual  report  will  record 
the  demolition  of  this  Prison,  aad  the  removal 
of  the  establishment  to  tbe  new  County  Ptisan, 
the  building  of  which  Is  in  such  mnM 
as  to  Justify  the  expectation  that  It 
ready  for  the  reception  of  prisoner*  early! la  ins- 
ensuing  year.  A  description  of  this  Piasa, 
politely  furnished  by  Mr.  Thomaa  U.  Welter, 
the  architect,  la  soajsined. 


•  Tab  optafoe  tu  dalfossd  oa 
iStt.  ia  Um  h»  of  um 
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AW  CVvstyPrwea. 

««  This  Prison  occupies  a  front  of  310  feet  on 
ie  Pa*»yunk  road,  by  585  feet  in  depth,  and  if 
neloeed  by  a  substantial  yard  wall. 

"  The  front  la  composed  of  Quincy  sienUe,  a 
rong  and  durable  material,  remarkably  well 
Jap  ted  to  the  construction  of  a  Prison.  The 
y  Ie  of  architecture  Is  castellated  Gothic  The 
trade  comprises  a  centre  building,  which  re- 
»rlee  50  feet  from  the  line  of  the  street,  and 

32  feet  front  at  the  base,  and  diminishes  in 
fret*  at  each  story,  capped  with  a  belting 
juree.  ft  is  3  stories  high,  surmounted  by  cir- 
i  lar  ward  towers,  on  the  corners,  of  5|  feet  in  di- 
titter,  by  14  feet  high.  These  towers  are  sup- 
-trted  on  large  corbels,  and  crowned  with  a  pro- 
tctinc  embattled  parapet.  That  part  of  the 
jilding  comprised  between  these  towers  is  50 
tet  liieh,  ana  is  also  finished  with  a  projecting 
ii battled  parapet,  supported  on  corbels. 

"  On  each  side  of  the  centre  building  are 
in**,  receding  10  feet:  they  arc  f>0  feet  wide, 
irraoiinted  by  a  parapet  pierced  with  em* 
-aeure*.  In  each  of  these  wings  there  is  a 
ite  of  entrance,  10  feet  wide  and  17  feet  high. 
be  upper  part  of  the  gate  is  secured  by  a  mas- 
re  wrought  iron  portcullis.  The  gates  are 
irnied  of  oak  plank,  in  the  most  durable 
anner. 

"  These  wings  are  ornamented  with  narrow 
tinted  windows  in  the  first,  and  slip  windows 
t  tbe  second  stories.  At  each  extremity  there 
ne  massive  octagonal  towers,  terminating  in 
n battled  parapets,  and  ornamented  with  nar- 
>w  pointed  windows.  From  these  octagonal 
nrers  extends  a  yard  wall,  which  recedes  15 
let  from  the  front  of  the  wings,  and  is  built 
r  hewn  stone,  the  same  as  the  rest  of  the 
tmt,  and  appears  to  compose  a  part  of  the 
imin  edifice.  At  each  extremity  of  this  wall 
tere  are  bastions,  15  feet  wide  at  the  base,  13 
set  at  the  top,  and  90  feet  high,  crowned  with 
mbattled  parapets. 

"Tbe  whole  front  Is  ornamented  with  ar- 
hJtraves,  labels,  corbels,  etc.  peculiar  to  the 
tyle. 

"  The  centre  building  is  Intended  to  be  oc- 
nrpted  by  the  keeper  and  his  family,  excepting 
me  room,  which  is  to  be  reserved  for  the  In- 
ipectors.  Each  of  tbe  wings  contains  (in  the 
tower  story  )a  lobby,  or  place  of  entrance,  and 
in  office.  The  second  story  is  intended  for  an 
Infirmary. 

"  The  cells  are  built  in  two  block*,  extending 
from  the  offices  in  each  wing,  at  right  angles 
with  the  principal  front.  They  contain  408 
cells,  9  feet  wide,  13  feet  long,  and  9  feet  high. 
There  is  a  corridor  in  the  centre  of  each  block, 
tbe  whole  height  of  tbe  building,  and  90  feet 
wide,  lighted  by  vertical  windows  fixed  in  the 
roof.  All  the  cell  doors  may  be  seen  at  the 
came  time  from  a  window  in  the  office. 

u  Each  cell  has  a  separate  flue  for  ventilation, 
s  separate  flue  for  admitting  warm  air  from  the 
furnace,  an  aperture  for  admitting  cold  air,  a 
hydrant  and  a  water  closet.  These  cells  being 
bnilt  three  stories  high,  the  upper  stories  are 
approached  by  means  or  galleries  supported  on 
•tronc  east  iron  brackets.  The  light  is  received 
^rto  the  ceUs  through  a  window  4  inches  wide, 
snd  4f  feet  lone,  made  secure  by  a  cast  iron 
frame,  glased  with  pressed  glass,  to  prevent  the 
prisoner  looking  out.  Tbe  casings  of  the  cell 
doors  are  made  of  cast  iron.  The  Interior 
doors  are  gratings  made  of  wrought  icon.  The 
sxterior  doors  are  made  of  wood.  The  move- 
ments of  the  prisoner  may  be  inspected  at  any 
time,  without  his  knowledge,  through  a  small 
aperture  made  in  this  door  for  the  purpose, 
which  is  ordinarily  kept  closed. 


M  The  exterior  cell  doors  ire  so  constructed 
that  they  may  all  be  open  at  the  same  time, 
without  the  prisoners  seeing  each  other.  This 
renders  the  establishment  convenient  for  re* 
liaious  instruction.  Worship  may  be  perform- 
ed in  the  corridors,  within  bearing  of  all  the 
prisoners,  and  the  speaker  he  unobserved. 

"  The  arrangement  of  tbe  prison  Into  two  dis- 
tinct blocks  or  cells,  offices,  gates  of  entrance, 
etc.  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the 
untried  prisoners  and  the  convicts  completely 
separate.  By  this  arrangement  the  visits  of  rela- 
tives, counsel,  etc.  to  the  untried  prisoners, 
need  not  be  interdicted,  nor  the  solitude  of  the 
convicts  interrupted.* 

u  The  corner  stone  of  this  edifice  was  laid  on 
the  second  day  of  April,  1839.  We  have  pro- 
ceeded with  the  work  during  the  past  year  with 
great  rapidity,  and  anticipate  having  the  whole 
under  roof  and  the  north  block  of  cells  en- 
tirely finished  by  the  close  of  next  season, 
(1833.) 

"  The  location  of  this  Prison  appears  to  be 
remarkably  healthy.  All  the  men  employed  on 
tbe  work  since  the  commencement,  have  en- 
joyed good  health j  we  have  had  150  at  one 
time. 

"  From  this  hasty  description,  you  may  be 
able  to  form  some  idea  of  the  construction  of 
tbe  building,  and  its  approximation  towards 
completion.  You  will  observe  that  the  system 
of  solitary  confinement  adopted  in  this  Prison, 
is  the  same  as  that  practised  at  the  Eastern  State 
Penitentiary,  which  I  believe  to  be  the  only 
system  by  which  we  can  hope  to  produce  a 

Sermanent  reform  in  the  subjects  of  Prison 
iscipllne. 

"  One  of  the  greatest  evils  in  Imprisonment 
Is  the  knowledge  tbe  prisoners  acquire  of  each 
other  while  in  confinement.  The  Pennsylva- 
nia system  is  tbe  only  means  of  preventina 
this  evil }  and,  could  the  same  principle  be  ef- 
fected In  all  the  primary  Prisons  throughout 
the  state,  the  benefit  would  be  incalculable." 

Wabuti  Stroot  Prison. 

The  committee  have  nothing  new  to  report 
in  relation  to  the  Penitentiary  in  Walnut  Street. 
Document  B.  will  show  the  number  of  prison- 
ers received  and  discharged  for  the  past  year, 
the  nature  of  the  offences,  etc.  The  inspectors 
took  ail  the  precautions  that  seal  and  wisdom 
could  suggest  to  guard  against  the  cholera  ;  and 
every  precaution  was  made  in  case  the  disease 
reached  the  Prison.  Fortunately,  but  a  single 
case  occurred.  % 

From  the  present  advanced  state  of  tbe 
buildings  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  and  the 
new  County  Jail,  it  Is  hoped  that  the  prisoners 
may  also  remove  from  the  Walnut  Street  Prison 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

Tkm  Stats  PemUntinry  for  the  Elton  District 
of  PoMtsyiosmisu 

Tbe  committee  embrace  with  great  satisfac- 
tion the  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  soci- 
ety on  the  success^of  the  Pennsylvania  system 
of  Prison  discipline,  now  In  operation  In  the 
Eastern  Penitentiary.  It  cannot  fall  of  being 
a  source  of  high  gratification  to  the  society r 
that  their  labors  and  exertions,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, procured  the  adoption  or  tbe  system  of 
the  entire  separation  of  the  prisoners  from  each 
other,  and  their  employment  tn  useful  and  la- 
borious occupations.  It  wtti  be  reeolleeted 
that  the  society,  deeply  Impressed  with  the 
value  and  advantages  of  this  system,  very 
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of  January,  1788,  elate  that  they  are  **  fully 
convinced  that  punishment  by  more  privets,  or 
even  aolllary  labor,  would  more  successfully 
tend  to  reclaim  the  unhappy  objects,  as  it 
might  be  conducted  more  steadily  and  uniform- 
ly, and  the  kind  and  portion  of  labor  better 
adapted  to  the  different  abilities  of  the  crimi- 
nals ;"  and  they  add,  that  by  these  meant "  the 
evils  of  familiarizing  young  minds  to  vicious 
characters,  would  be  removed."  The  legisla- 
ture entered  into  the  views  of  the  society,  and, 
In  the  preamble  to  the  act  of  the  5th  of  April, 
1790,  expressed  the  hope  "  that  the  addition  of 
unremitted  solitude  to  laborious  employment, 
as  far  as  it  can  be  adopted,  will  contribute  at 
much  to  reform  as  to  deter."  Unfortunately, 
n  fair  trial  was  not,  and  could  not  be  made  in 
a  Prison  so  defective  in  all  the  requisites  neces- 
sary to  a  complete  supervision  and  separation 
of  the  prisoners,  as  the  Jail  In  Walnut  Street ; 
but  so  much  was  accomplished  that  no  doubt 
remained,  that,  in  a  Penitentiary  properly  con- 
structed, the  system  would  succeed.  The  so- 
ciety, therefore,  repeatedly  called  the  attention 
of  the  legislature  to  the  necessity  of  erecting 
suitable  buildings,  In  which  the  solitary  or 
separate  confinement  of  the  prisoners,  with  la- 
bor, could  be  properly  carried  into  execution. f 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1818.  the  act  for  the 
erection  of  the  State  Penitentiary,  in  the  town 
of  Alleghany,  opposite  Pittsburgh,  was  passed  ; 
mad,  on  the  90th  of  March.  1891,  •«  an  act  for 
the  erection  of  a  State  Penitentiary  within  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,"  was  approved 
by  the  governor.  The  friends  of  the  system  of 
separate  confinement  and  labor  now  congratu- 
lated themselves  on  the  prospect  ef  its  receiv- 
ing a  fair  trial  in  Pennsylvania.  But  new  diffi- 
culties were  to  be  met— new  obstacles  were  to 
be  overcome— an  opposition  arose  which  not 
only  retarded  the  completion  of  the  buildings, 
hot,  for  a  time,  endangered  the  system  itself. 
The  exertions  of  the  society  were  unremitted ; 
and,  at  their  request,  8amuel  R.  Wood.  Esq. 
repaired  to  Harrisburg  in  the  winter  of  1898— 
1890.  His  services  were  most  valuable.  Sev- 
eral distinguished  members  of  the  legislature 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  a  system 
which  appeared  to  promise  such  advantage. 
The  able  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  committee. 
Oarrick  Mallary,  Esq.,  proved  a  zealous  and 
powerful  friend  to  the  cause.  On  the  23d  of 
April,  1899,  "  a  further  supplement  to  an  act  to 
reform  the  penal  laws  of  this  commonwealth" 
was  passed  ;  and  by  this  enactment,  persons 
convicted  of  the  crimes  therein  enumerated, 
are  to  be  sentenced  to  suffer  punishment  by 
separate  confinement  at  labor.  The  acting 
committee,  having  been  appointed  official  vis- 
itors, have  endeavored  faithfully  to  discharge 
the  trust  reposed  In  them.  It  may  be  proper 
to  state  some  of  the  pre-eminent  advantages 
which  the  committee  think  the  system  of  sepa- 
rate confinement  of  prisoners  at  labor  possesses. 

It  will  be  admitted,  that  the  great  objects  of 
punishment  are  to  prevent  the  commission  of 
crimes,  and  to  reform  the  criminal.  That  sys- 
tem of  punishment  which  secures  the  attain- 
ment of  these  objects  in  the  highest  degree, 
will  be  the  most  beneficial  to  the  public. 


Man,  as  a  social  being,  derive*  his  chief  has. 
plness  from  bis  intercourse  with  bis  fcUowi 
lie  eagerly  seeks  for  society,  that  ho  may  h> 
crease  his  joys,  and  assuage  bis  Borrows.  Ts 
be  totally  cut  off  from  the  companions  vn 
whom  be  has  been  accustomed  to  associate, 
and  to  be  secluded  from  the  world,  win  ill  tat 
bosom  of  any  man  with  dread*.  Tnerefbrs,  hi 
whose  past  life  has  been  such  as  to  render  n> 
flection  terrible,  will  endeavor  to  avoid  iactr- 
ring  that  punishment  which  dot  only  deprive) 
him  of  liberty  and  society,  but  also  eosxsebi 
him  to  commune  with  his  own  heart.  OH 
convicts  are  generally  cautious  not  to  conusft 
those  offences  which  are  punished  by  separate 
confinement  at  labor ;  and  the  number  of  pris- 
oners in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  for  the  fint 
offence,  is  proportionabiy  greater  than  la  tat 
other  Prisons ;  and  of  those  discharged  front 
this  Jail,  none  have  been  yet  recommitted. 
That  recommitments  will  take  place,  will  ad 
admit  of  a  doubt ;  but  the  committee  bcuets 
they  will  be  greatly  diminished  ;  ctpeaaUmwta 
the  $tm$  tffsUm  it  tarried  imt»  effect  m  tki  Ctaity 
Prison*.  In  addition  to  the  above  fads,  ike 
committee  have,  in  their  visits  to  the  other 
Prisons,  heard  many  of  the  prisoners  exprcsi 
their  strong  apprehensions  of  the  severity  of 
this  mode  of  punishment.  That  it  Is  severe  H 
admitted  :  but  to  accomplish  the  end.  it  must  sf 
severe.  It  is  not,  however,  cruel  ;  the  severity 
is  salutary,  not  only  in  promoting  the  general 

Eod,  in  srseesfinf  the  commission  of  cruse, 
t  it  is  also  beneficial  to  the  convict  hisueif. 
In  the  solitude  and  silence  of  his  room,  he  can- 
not avoid  reflecting  on  bin  past  life,  and  b 
forced  to  acknowledge  that  his  puaisasMBl 
Is  a  Just  retribution  for  bis  past  ounces. 
His  conscience  Is  awakened— Its  whlsper- 
ings  must  be  heard,  and  he  will  probably 
be  aroused  to  a  sense  of  bis  situation.  Treat- 
ed with  kiadness  by  those  who  have  tat 
charge  of,  or  hold  official  Intercourse  with  k\n, 
his  evil  propensities  will  bo  checked,  and  las 
better  feelings  of  his  nature  aroused.  Instruct- 
ed in  some  useful  employment,  labor  will  be  a 
source  of  gratificafJou — habits  of  industry  will 
thus  supplant  those  of  idleness.  From  the 
Scriptures  and  the  visits  of  the  ministers  of  our 
holy  relit  ion,  he  will  be  taught  the  value  of  bis 
Immortal  soul,  and  to  prepare  for  the  judgment 
to  come.  On  his  discharge,  he  will  not  be 
turned  helpless  and  destitute  on  the  world; 
and,  having  acquired  the  knowledge  of  anas 
useful  trade,  and  the  rudiments  of  an  education, 
be  will  have  (he  means  of  obtaining  an  honest 
livelihood.  If  disposed  to  do  well,  his  path 
cannot  be  crossed  by  any  of  his  fellow  prison- 
ers ;  to  them  he  is  as  much  unknown  as  if  be 
had  never  entered  the  waOs  of  the  Jail ;  not  hav- 
ing been  subjected  even  to  the  gmu  e/  Miters, 
few  will  know  that  he  baa  been  an  inmate  of 
a  Penitentiary.  Should  he.  however,  leave  the 
Jail,  on  the  expiration  or  bis  sentence,  sot 
better  than  when  he  entered  it,  he  senate  be 
worse.  Be  has  been  subjected  to  the  influence 
of  no  contaminating  examples  :  he  has  sot  been 
the  pupil  of  the  expert  or  daring  villain,  and 
therebv  schooled  in  the  various  arts  aad  modes 
by  which  crime  can  be  successfully  perpetrated  i 
no  opportunity  has  been  afforded  bim  of  exer- 
cising a  malign  Influence  on  others.  It  is  true, 
that  instruction  is  given  is  other  Penitentiaries  j 
but  where  the  prisoners  are  employed  nystfar, 
It  Is  impossible  to  prevent  seme  tntorfsarss  from 
taking  place  between  them  while  in  confine- 
ment ;  and  when  they  meet,  after  their  dis- 
charge, they  Immediately  recognize  each  other. 
The  committee  have  attempted  thus  briefly 
to  point  out  some  of  the  advantages  of  the  sys- 
tem of  separate  confinement  at  labor :  to  eau- 
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>  all  of  than  would  require  more  of  tout 
ban  the  committee  deem  themselves 
Med  in  occupying. 

y  will  now  proceed  to  give  the  society  a 
i  of  tbe  state  of  this  Prison, 
first  prisoner  was  received  at  tbe  Eastern 
ntiary,  on  tbe  35th  of  October,  1839,  and 
sole  number,  up  to  tbe  first  of  January, 
is  143.  Of  this  number.  4  are  females, 
diet  is  eoarse,  but  nutritious  j*  and  the 
ig  comfortable.!  They  are  kept  regularly 
red,t  and  when  the  work  of  tbe  day  is 
those  who  can  read  are  furnished  with 
.  and,  with  the  permission  of  the  warden, 
be  use  of  a  small,  but  well-selected  libra- 
>vide<i  by  tbe  society, 
sn  a  prisoner  does  not  know  bow  to  read, 
are  taken  to  teach  bim.  If  be  be  unse- 
ed with  any  trade,  or  with  one  that  can- 
Ciirsiied  in  the  Prison,  be  is  instructed  in 
n  Sunday,  tbe  establishment  is  gene- 
risited  by  some  clergyman,  who  imparts 
ns  instruction  to  its  inmates.  These 
are  not  confined  exclusively  to  the  first 
'the  week, 
treatment  of  the  prisoners,  by  all  tbe 
s,  is  marked  by  its  kindness  and  firtn- 
and  punishment  is  rarely  inflicted,  and 
ih  is  never  used. 

tness  and  cleanliness  are  carefully  ob- 
I,  both  in  the  cells  and  persons  of  the 
era,  which,  together  with  regular  exercise 
iet,  have  preserved  tbe  general  health  of 
tablishmeot.  Tbe  number  of  deaths  for 
st  year  has  been  four.  The  committee, 
■  point,  beg  leave  to  refer  to  tbe  pbysi- 
report. 

n  tbe  observation  tbe  committee  have 
they  have  come  to  tbe  conclusion,  that 
sentences  are  not  attended  with  great 
xative  advantage ;  and,  if  they  be  per- 
!  to  express  an  opinion,  would  say  that  a 
ice  from  two  to  three  years  (say  three 
would  produce  a  result  decidedly  more 
cial  than  one  for  a  more  limited  period, 
aly  are  bad  habits  to  be  eradicated,  but 
ties  must  have  time  to  become  establish- 
d  time  is  necessary,  in  many  cases,  for 
ction  in  some  useful  trade, 
rtly  after  the  passage  of  tbe  act  of  tbe 
f  March,  1831,  the  Inspectors  took  meas- 

>  carry  Its  provisions  into  effect.  Their 
,  hereunto  annexed,  will  show  the  prog- 
iade  in  the  erection  of  the  new  cells,  and 
he  improvements  which  experience  has 
(ted  in  them ;  and  a  more  detailed  ac- 
of  the  Prison  will  be  found  in  the  report 
warden.    (Bee  document  C.) 

Western  Penitentiary. 

tough  tbe  committee  have  bad  no  oppor- 
of  making  a  personal  examination  of 
rlson,  from  the  reports  of  the  inspectors, 
iforraation  obtained  from  other  sources, 
re  of  opinion  that  It  would  be  most  ad- 

0  to  sell  it,  or  pull  the  cells  down,  as, 

A  prisoner  is  supplied  with  a  plot  of  coflee  nnd  a 
tt  bread,  (two  thirds  of  17*  and  mm  ihinl  of  Indian 
ur  break  net ;  a  pint  of  soap,  three  quMters  of  a  pound 
(without  bone,)  of  which  the  aoup  Is  mads,  and  poto> 
*  itinner ;  mush,  and  about  a  fttl  of  molasses,  for  sup* 
Vejr  an  not  restricted  w  the  quantity  of  potatoes  or 

clothing  In  summer  eonsisu  of  muslin  shifts,  roond- 
tckets,  uowser*  of  cotton,  and  shoes— the  jacket  and 

1  made  of  caeetraere  ;  and  woollen  stockings,  and 
«  famished  In  winter.  The  bedding  eonefiu  of  a 
r  corn  husk  matrass,  and  muslin  sheets  In  summer, 
winter  blankets  are  added. 

principal  trades  carried  oa  ait  weartajr  and  shoe- 

16* 


front  its  construction,  It  hi  entirely  uostritaMe 
for  tbe  purposes  of  separate  confinement  or 
labor. 

The  committee  having  ascertained  that  the 
situation  of  the  Jail  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
engaged  the  attention  of  congress,  at  a  special 
meeting  held  on  the  18th  of  May  last,  authorized 
and  requested  the  president  of  tbe  society  to 
appoint  some  suitable  person  to  proceed  to 
Washington,  and  furnish  any  information  that 
congress  or  a  committee  might  desire.  Mr.  8. 
R.  Wood  was  appointed,  and  proceeded  to 
Washington. 

Some  additions  have  been  made  to  the  libra- 
ry j  and  to  render  it  more  useful,  regulations 
have  been  adopted  which  will  extend  its  ad- 
vantages to  all  tbe  members  of  tbe  society. 

Document  D  shows  the  business  of  the 
criminal  courts  for  the  city  and  county  of  Phi- 
ladelphia for  1831—1833. 

The  committee  cannot  dose  their  report 
without  offering  a  tribute  of  affectionate  re- 
spect to  tbe  memory  of  their  departed  friend 
and  associate,  Edward  Bettle.  To  him  tbe  so- 
ciety owe  much  ;  and,  by  his  death,  they  have 
been  deprived  of  one  of  their  most  valued 
and  zealous  members.  While  the  commit- 
tee cannot  but  mourn  his  loss,  they  enter- 
tain a  confident  hope  that  he  Is  now  enjoying 
a  rich  reward  for  a  life  of  active  benevolence 
and  exemplary  piety. 

By  order  of  the  acting  committee  of  the  Phi- 
ladelphia Society  for  Alleviating  tbe  Miseries  of 
Public  Prisons. 

Attested,  Jan.  1, 1833. 

WILLIAM  WHITE, 

Jambs  J.  Barclay,  Sscrefsrs,  A,  C. 
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Extract  from  the  Menage  of  Gov.  Wolf  to 
the  Legislature  of  Pensuylvemia,  on  the 
6th  of  December,  1832. 

Our  Penitentiary  system,  as  Immediately 
connected  with  tbe  administration  of  criminal 
justice,  is  to  be  regarded  as  being  of  the  first 
importance  in  reference,  as  well  to  the  security 
of  tbe  persons  and  property,  as  to  tbe  general 
morals  of  our  citizens ;  ana,  so  far  as  regards 
tbe  Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  philanthropic  ad- 
vocates of  Penitentiary  reform  may  justly  ca»b*» 


IBB  rutoif  DnciPLim  socmr.  IK 

tnitilira  theagaalvaa   npoa  tbe   bum  villi  brUulMbUtaittDkoOBMnwMd.aMhmM 

which  their  eiertiom  have  been  crowned,  la  an  Irtiehed.  and  wIU  be  ready  u  toon  aa  tk>    I 

brlnrlne  so  neat  to  perfection  a  eynem  aar-  pluleriiur,  ahall  ban  havjcnaa    antacleidir  in     , 

MMNkjn  nn  ibleoMaa.    ntiunn-  u  receive prunaen ;  ami bnndred  anal  dpM 

wont  ofthli  Prleon  baa  been  conducted.  In  re-  room  an  In  a  aula  of  forwaraawni  i  and  tb< 

nrd  11  well  to  lie  economy  a>  Ue  dlaciptine,  whore  Bumber  wffl  be  t»pleted  la  lha  aw    1 

tu  a  in  in  riei  world  v  of  all  commenditluu ;  and  uf  lha  aananaej  Man. 

the  ciuerlment  of  the  ■Blciij  of  aoIltnTy  con-        Finn  tbe  Im!  report  of  tbe  Inenerure  of  Ik    I 

flncment  with  labor,  to  ttin  there  baa  been  Weerern  Penitentiary,  ai  wall  u  fnun  a  partial 

ci|in->n  unity  to  uat   It,   baa  aiceeded  tbe  ex-  pergonal  Inipecilon  of  k,  J  mauiiM  tk.ni 

nectillona  of  ttM   moat   aanriilne   iam(  ha  condition,  and  the  frnlta  of  tee  toorae  of  diet). 

friend..    On  lb*  9Mb  Oct.  It*),  tbe  dial  cob-  pUne  tben  euictaea,  era  dtredly  tbe  mtna 

tier  waa  received  Into  tbe  Eaatera  Peohanuiry,  of  (bat  which  1  have  juai  attempted  to  daarrlbr.     I 

ana  from  Ibence  until  tbe  la!  of  Novenher,  Prom  tba  Imperfect  plan  of  tbe  bundle*  heKC, 

IKS,  (be  whale  number  admitted  amoanted  to  and  tbe  Inconvenient,  Injudtckwe  anuatneat 

nne  hundred  and  thirty-two  malaa,  aad  r«r  of  the  calla,  lb*  nlecIpllBe  of  aollttry  naaar- 

feionlce,  convicted  ofvnrloui  oneocea.    On  the  swat  wiib  labor,  cannot  be  enforced ;  lb.  jab-     . 

nant  ninety  inele'ind  four  femile   prlaooen.  wltb  each  otbrr :  every  prisoner  may  ncsaln  a 

The  whole  number  dlecliarrad   between  tbe  knowledge  of  tbe  hadlvMaali  enafloed  whan 

above  date.,  hy  reiaon  rnMhe  eipliation  ofaen-  lu   walla;    eoalamlnaHna   from    eoavanelkm 

fence,  were  twcntv-elrhi ;  nine  d lad,  and  nve  with  bla  Mlow  prleonera  mar  Bake  attna:  tea 

wen  pardoned.    One  Tact,  In  reference  to  thla  «H  ef  tbe  prlaoner  cannot,  ae  In  tbe  coat  ef 

'natltutlun,  bean  atront  leetimoay  In  Ibror  or  tbe  Eaetcrn  Penitentiary,  be  need  —  "■  — * 

ta  discipline.     It  api-ear.  Ihaiiioln  Blnrjtrcon-  ehop,  In  which  be  miyahreyl  be 


rlcl  daaiiHea  from  tbli  Frleoa  hencverbeen  profitably  emrJoyod  j  ihrre  aw bc eeparata jarcl 

relumed  to  It,  which  would  aaetn  to  prove,  connected  with  the  eevenl  celle,  wikh  leaden 

pretty  clearly,  either  that  a  thorough  roforma-  It  Beceaeary,  for  tbe  health  of  tba  praainon,  ■> 

tlon  hna  boon  produced,  or  thai  a  dread  of  a  allow  them  frequently  to  aienrBUB  whh  aarb 

nnrtlil.in  of  the  uneoclai  manner  of  lift,  which  other  la  the  common  raria.     Kiay  attar  dr- 

llmlu  uf  the  •tale  In  which  a  conviction  woald  tor  tbe  aacne  ceuree  ef  aa!  alary  dlaclpltoa  aa 

enaorr  a  lenience  to  the  Eaaletn  Penitentiary,  eucceeefully  nratfaiud  la  the  Enatern  hanaa- 

Thc  annual   account,  of  the  Prlaon  an  not  ilery.    Tu  rrim-ilv  ilie  aran  defect*,  end  aa 

claeedur.tllthe3w.hof  November.    I  have  am,  nl"<Mliir  iiimiiuix.n   in  a  coadlliiaa  te  •aawer 

Iberefore,  been nMa to aacertalB, with aeeoney,  'lie  philanthropic  deeirn  for  which  (twain* 

bow  fir  the  eamlnpof  the  prlaonere  will  be  ti-ii.U-i1,  ii  run  acutely  r*  deajbtad.Ibal  anecea- 

avallahle  to  dclrar  the  eapenaeaof  thla  Inatl-  'i'f  v.iiil,  f.  ,i  l,,r  rhei-.wtj  intrrrxaatleajaf  Ibe   , 

lutlon.     II   la  bellavod  that,   for  tbe    pnaent,  Iptlilaturr.     It  ia  rlir  opiaton  of  maaj  when 

B*r*  erlll  rare  all  eicept  the  ■alarteaof  the  offl-  ii|<[»irtniiitips  uf  j  hi  I  cine  add   nine    w  tbrtr 

it  u  nol  doubled,  that,  aa  aoon  aa  tho  ■  ■  l  ■  ■  ■ :  i  ■  ■  t  ■.- .     ]..,!   r.iicii>ni  and  racial  laeuatlbal 

Priaon  i.liall  bare  been  fully  orfan lied,  tbe  en-  i"'1   nil  ir,. pi.. ism  t..  ti»>  apeedy  and  tbenark 

tire  etnennea  will  be  defnyed  out  of  the  pro-  rcfonnitinn  uf  I  be  roimet.     ?»»  of  tbe  ntve- 

roeila  of  the  eatabllahment.    TIh  eiperlneDt  rend  . -|.  rci    iiiii  drv<jte  tbe  tine  and  aar  the 

ina.lc  In  the  Bartem   Penilenllaiy   haa  demon-     — -' ■-■—-• ---   >• 


tint  aolitary  confinement  wlili  he  profiuhly  empkned  about   the  nlli  of  tl 

fnimlt  tbe  health  oflhoee  lub-  Penitent  Uriel.       Would   It    not   be  aidlll  t 

■  a  of  discipline.     Theprle-  «uae  nf  huo.nr.IIi  to  aupply  thla  detect  la  1 

advantage  ;  hivlni  no  op-  ayaiem,  by  nulhoriainf  the  eraplo>rnenl  of  on 


araw  IwUrf.bM  liflktemrptation  to  flow  wane. 
Here  th.i'iBiitnnd  ffflocilon  will  crowd  upon  tbe 
inlud,  and  prepare  ll  for  aoleran  ImpreHiona, 


lairtiinilv  fof  convrt-allon  or  iimuacmrnt,  ihsy  peti'iit  pen 

•are ri)  drain  emjjloytncnf  |  bare  ill  cooiinuni-  floua  Inatrnctlon  of  lha  unhappy  couvicta.' 

catiLin   I.  cut  otfi  no  one  knowi  bla  follow-  

■auhiutna  uibcii  placet   iba  convict  aeea  no  Fourth  Animal  Report  o/ f*r  Beard  tf  h- 

<^.i,innink>nwllbnonDe,ciceniaucb  rpcclori   of  (lu   Sailer*  Ptmtitmtivj  cf 

n.i « ill  aire  him  ptnod  advice  j  he  la  placed  in  a  fitmiyioima. 

im  tf  u.  riiiini.iilil  a/  p™- 

Ind,  and  prepare  ll  for  aoleran  impreniona,  tyiHaie. 

id  f.>r  ibbcbI  and  reUabwa  Inrtnierlon.    Tba  The  Inaneelon  ef  the  Eaatem  TVahcnllarr 

iHactpUne  eruUlabad  la  Ibl*  Frhnn,  the  mnn-  In  preeenllni  Ihelr  fourth  anafial  npm,  con 

naf  at  Ibri  oni.nunlon  and  ainnfeuenl  .u"  the  pamlale  Ike  le«laliture,  and  their  fellow  eld- 

b| uif-  Uaetf,  and  of  the  cella  In  which  I  he  aene.oa  the  aueeeai  which  baa  thueniaOrnded 

priancinra  nre  confined  and  employed,  are  id-  the  eiperunent  of  aollury  or  eepante  tocifiiie- 

■nitfed,   by  all  who  have  turned  their  alien-  sent  of  convlela,  ceauwetaal   with  labor  and 

lion  to  llw   auhjerl  of  PenlUnlbny    reform,  to  moral  and  rellmoua  Inatnicllon. 

bom*<  decided  advaniapi  over  thoae  of  any  ItiaarxHatiH.waoawaefulyeoeicrdrd.afto 

ntbrr  naiMI4naat  dealanedforalmUarobjccu,  become  trite  and  faailllar,  tkau  la  lha  tonarren- 

jy  iiihrr  country.    Porelrnen,  wboae  lion  of  pruonon  eouieti  meet  of   [be  raseaa 

"""="' —  ■*  •"—  ■•  -■■■■  --   »■-■       -'• -  -'-■■—     -in,  feci  hecaaie  early 

in  ;  and  to  obvkua  thla 

...    ...,.»,.u«,   fuumutm    ana  ui  oimculty,  In  the  eaiahllabmeaii  of  anenacla>>- 

lii                   nfonBalloti  in  theee  aub-  torn,  waa  tbe  anal  deaideratam  of  polluUuv. 


nwboi 


hi  in  dladprlne,  I 

u  the  inoed  or  merit  to  that  eatabllahcd  anceen,  owlna   In   the    unnliiioa    viilianc 

KiL'ti-mlViifrmiiaryofrennaylvatiia.     I  n«™n-  lo  tecr.  up  the  «cL;n.,  tbe  diMcall 

i.    MtlffarTii;.n  in  itiformyoa  that  of  llw  ofhidcinf  the   natmr  and  diureitlt>n  of  lb 

I'lred  addluunnl  cella  recently  directed  Individual!  to  be  thai  clued,  and  the  natnn 
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pronenent,  la  ikon  who  become  ■abject  te  the 
Trlminal  laws,  to  degrade  to  one  general  level 
all  who  eome  wlthio  their  ■cope  ud  influence. 

la  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  Important 
principles  and  main  purposes  of  penal  enact- 
ment* are.  we  think,  fully  carried  Into  effect. 

The  reformation  of  offenders,  and  the  pre- 
vention of  crime,  by  deterring  others  from  Its 
commission,  constitute  the  great  objects  of  the 
Pennsylvania  system  of  Prison  discipline. 

Our  official  visits  furnish  us  with  abundant 
testimony  of  the  disposition  to  reform,  in  nearly 
all  who  are  confined.  To  make  this  disposi- 
tion operative,  requires  much  management 
and  various  treatment ;  and  while,  as  we  think. 
we  succeed  with  some,  and  do  not  entirely  mil 
with  others.  It  is  made  apparent  to  us.  that  the 
hope)  of  effecting  a  change  in  the  morals  of  such 
aa  compose  our  criminal  population  In  a  con- 
aveaased  state,  Is  entirely  fallacious.  We  mark, 
generally,  that  at  first  the  prisoner  Indulges  in 
naorosc  or  ^vindictive  feelings,  and  is  guilty 
of  turbulent  and  malicious  conduct:  but  after 
n  lew  weeks,  be  adopts  a  more  subdued  tone, 
becomes  reasonable,  and  his  countenance  in- 
dicates a  more  amiable  state  of  mind :  Is  dis- 
posed to  talk  of  his  past  life  as  one  f  misery 
nasi  folly ;  begins  to  think  that  the  barrier  be- 
tween him  and  a  good  reputation  Is  not  impas- 
sable ;  and  usrs  ars  those  in  the  community 
whose)  prejudices  against  the  condemned  are 
not  so  strong  as  to  Induce  the  withholding  a 
friendly  countenance  to  his  attempts  at  resto- 

-  -  flifi 


In  many,  the  retrospect  of  life  becomes 
a  horrible  and  loathsome  subject  of  reflection— 
the  aense  of  shame  and  feelings  of  remorse 
drive  them  to  some  source  of  consolation,  and 
the  ordinary  means  of  stifling  an  actively  re- 
proving conscience  being  denied  by  reason  of 
their  solitariness,  the  comforts  of  the  Bible  and 
the  peace  of  religion  are  early  sought  for. 

Oar  anxiety  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  op- 
eration of  the  system  has  caused  a  watchful- 
ness of  the  conduct  of  those  who  have  been 
discharged;  and  attempts  are  made  to  trace  their 
aragnaas  In  life.  With  very  few  exceptions, 
urn  rasa  It  has  been  satisfactory.  Some,  we 
have  vvvrf  reason  to  believe,  are  nobly  striving 
to  repair  their  past  errors,  and  appear  to  be  In 
the  way  of  gaining  an  honest  reputation.  Some 
ue  living  orderly  and  regular  lives,  and  appear 
to  have  profited  by  their  incarceration.  There 
may  be  some  on  whom  no  change  has  been 
wrought;  for  we  do  not  presume  that  all  will 
be  radically  reformed :  but  of  sucb  we  would 
my,  that  the  term  which  they  spent  in  their 
lonely  cell  has  made  such  an  impression  as  to 
induce  them  to  bid  a  long  farewell  to  the  state 
where  legislators  have  provided  a  penal  code 
involving  so  many  privations.  None  who  have 
been  discharged  from  the  Penitentiary  have  as 
yet  returned  to  It. 

We  draw  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  opera- 
tion of  this  mods  of  Prison  discipline  in  pre- 
venting crime,  from  a  comparative  view  of  the 
criminal  population  in  the  years  1898  and  1839. 
We  have  not,  at  this  period,  a  greater  number 
of  convicts  in  Pennsylvania  than  we  had  in 
1896.  A  glance  at  the  criminal  reports,  for  a 
series  of  years  prior  to  the  last  date,  win  show 
a  gradual  increase  of  convicts :  since  then,  the 
number  has  remained  stationary,  although  the 
population  of  the  state  has  rapidly  advanced. 
6ome  testimony  may  be  gathered  from  a  view 
of  the  business  of  our  city  police.  The  infre- 
qoency  of  crime  of  a  serious  character  has 
rendered  the  duties  of  our  police  officers  compar- 
stivsly  light.  It  is  within  the  memory  of  ev- 
erv  cKizen,  that,  a  few  years  past,  combinations 
of  rogues  of  every  stamp  ceiled  forth  all  the  vigi- 
laace,  activity  and  courage  of  our  consta- 


Whore  an  they  now  ?  Where  are  the 
desperate  man  whose  names  are  notorious,  and 
who  blackened  the  calendars  of  former  years? 
departed— lost  sight  of,  or  only  serving  now  to 
"  point  a  moral  or  adorn  a  tale.1' 

We  learn  from  many  sources,  that  a  whole* 
some  dread  of  the  misery  of  loneliness  prevails 
among  criminals,  teaching  them  to  avoid  the 
crime  or  shun  the  state  that  brings  such  pun- 
ishment. The  following  extract  of  a  letter, 
which  tell  accidentally  into  the  hands  of  our 
warden,  indicates  strongly  the  views  that  are 
entertained  upon  this  subject. 

"  Wolmut  Street  Prim,  PkOUshkiM. 
"  Dear  mother— The  law  has  passed,  that  an 
crimes  now  committed  shall  be  sentenced  to 
that  terrific  Prison,  (the  Eastern,  or  Bush  Hill 
Penitentiary.)  The  unfortunate  being  who  is 
eent  there  will  be  immured  in  a  solitary  cell, 
there  to  exist  in  seclusion  and  misery  until  bis 
sentence  expires,  or  death  ends  his  sufferings. 
This  Prison  will  be  done  away  with  in  a  year 
from  March  next ;  most  of  the  men  that  shall  be 
in  this  bouse  at  that  time,  will  be  sent  to  Bush 
Hill.  Therefore,  my  beloved  and  excellent 
mother,  commence  now,  and  let  nothing  deter 
you  from  persevering,  until  yon  obtain  for  me 
a  pardon." 

The  mode  of  treatment  in  the  Eastern  Peni- 
tentiary is  of  a  mild  character.  The  severity 
used  in  other  Prisons,  in  which  large  bodies  of 
men  are  to  be  kept  in  subjection  by  force  or 
power,  is  not  required  here.  The  warden  and 
his  officers  are  considered  by  our  prisoners,  not 
as  tyrants  or  cruel  oppressors,  but  as  their 
friends.  The  voice  of  kindness  is  that  which 
reaches  their  ears,  and  most  successfully  streets 
their  hearts:  suitable  labor,  daily  exercise, 
cleanliness  In  their  persons  and  apartment!*, 
with  wholesome  diet,  and  above  all,  reiisiouH 
instruction  by  personal  conversation  ana  the 
public  preaching  of  the  gospel,  all  combine  to 
produce  health  of  body  and  moral  renovation 
of  the  mind.  It  has  been  called,  by  one  who 
was  once  a  subject  of  its  wholesome  regula- 
tions, "  a  humane  institution ;"  and  we  believe 
many  more  are  prepared  to  unite  in  the  name 
testimony.  It  may  not  be  unacceptable  to 
know  the  opinion*  of  some  who  have  left  the 
institution ;  we  therefore  subjoin  a  few  ex- 
tracts from  letters  received  from  these  men 
since  their  discharge. 

"  Accept,  my  dear  sir.  my  most  grateful 
thanks  for  the  kindness  which  you  have  shown 
to  me  while  under  your  charge ;  and  if  a  life 
of  integrity,  and  one  spent  in  the  fesr  and  ser- 
vice of  the  Lord,  will  be  considered  by  yon  a 
sufficient  return  for  it,  I  am  in  hopes  that  yea 
will  receive  that  compensation  from 

Yours,  respectfully. 

"  Samobl  R.  Wood,  Esq.'* 

To  another  officer  of  the  institution  one 
writes :  "  I  wish  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  not 
forgot  your  visits  and  advice  to  me,  as  well  as 
ear  first  meeting ;  and,  sir,  I  hope  you  will  re- 
member me  In  your  prayers,  and  be  assured  I 
still  pray  myself,  and  hope  the  Lord  will  bless 
you  for  your  kindness  to.  me." 

Another  concludes  his  letter  with  warm  ex- 
pressions of  gratitude  to  all  the  officer*  of  the 
Prison,  mentioning  them  by  name,  and  return- 
ing thanks  for  past  kindness. 

We  rely  on  the  inculcation  of  religious  truth 
on  the  minds  of  our  prisoners,  and  we  ask  the 
attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  subject  of 
providing  a  means  of  instruction  In  religion^ 
and  the  elements  of  eAroexVnurt,  %  aa» 
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manent  character  than  has  yot  obtained  In  our 
institution.  We  think  tbii  a  point  of  grant  im- 
portance, and  we  feel  It  would  be  acknowl- 
edged audi  by  all  who  could  wltneaa  the  de- 
Rlorable  deficiency  In  the  rudiments  of  iehool 
jam  in*,  and  the  anxiety  to  be  tnatructed  made 
manifest  among  the  prisoners. 

We  are  under  many  obligation  to  good  and 
pious  individuals,  who  have  volunteered  the 
task  of  administering  to  the  moral  wanta  of 
those  under  our  care ;  but  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  eo  much  time  and  attention  can  be  gratu- 
itously bestowed  m  their  situations  require,  or 
ns  would  work  advantageously  to  the  establish- 
ment. Much  good  has,  however,  been  done 
the  ministerial  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
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.  Crawford,  who  continues  to  labor  among 
these  unhappy  men,  and  to  whom  we  thus  pub- 
licly express  our  thanks.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ir- 
vine has,  during  the  last  five  months,  also 
preached  regularly  to  some  portion  of  the  pris- 
oners, and  occasionally  visited  them  In  their 
cells ;  yet  we  are  not  content  with  these  ser- 
vices, because  we  perceive  by  the  good  done, 
that  much  creator  good  could  be  effected  by  a 
regular  stated  instructor. 

On  the  subject  of  education,  the  warden's 
report  (which  is  annexed)  contains  some  re- 
marks, together  with  opinions  on  the  character 
of  the  inmates  of  the  Prison,  reasons  for  the 
diminution  of  crime,  and  views  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  system  upon  criminals  generally, 
which  we  refer  to,  as  corroborative  of  those 
founded  on  our  experience. 

We  have  not  deemed  it  proper  to  solicit  the 
pardon  of  any  prisoners  under  our  care  daring 
the  last  year,  excepting  two  who  were  insane 
when  committed.  The  nature  of  our  Prison 
precludes  the  necessity  of  a  system  of  espionage 
which  prevails  under  the  old  plan,  and  we  have 
no  rewards  for  the  betrayal  of  plots  and  machi- 
nations. There  haa  come  no  case  under  our 
notice  which  can  claim  mitigation  for  some 
mistake  of  evidence,  or  for  palliatory  circum- 
stances developed  subsequent  to  conviction. 

The  certainty  of  punishment  has  much  to  do 
in  preventing  crime ;  and  it  is  not  Inoperative 
in  inducing  old  convicts  to  avoid  this  Prison, 
that  the  prospect  of  a  pardon  is  surrounded 
with  so  many  difficulties. 

The  inspectors  feel  great  satisfaction  in  -an- 
nouncing that  the  profits  of  the  past  year  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  institution,  excepting  the 
salaries ;  and  we  entertain  the  belief  heretofore 
expressed,  that,  when  the  entire  plan  shall  be 
completed,  and  the  Prison  fully  occupied,  a 
revenue  will  arise  from  the  labor  of  the  con- 
victs. 

The  report  of  the  warden  contains  some 
views  upon  this  subject,  together  with  much 
valuable  information,  and  many  important  sug- 
gestions. 

The  report  of  the  physician  annexed  exhibits 
the  state  of  the  health  of  the  prisoners  during 
the  last  year,  as  well  as  his  opinion  of  the  ef- 
fect of  the  system  on  mind  and  body.  We  take 
this  opportunity  to  advert  to  the  fact,  that  there 
appears  to  be  a  disposition  in  the  authorities  of 
some  of  the  counties,  to  make  use  of  the  Prison 
as  a  substitute  for  a  bedlam.  We  have  received 
prisoners  whose  state  of  mind  make  them  irre- 
sponsible to  the  law,  and  who  are  only  fit  sub- 
jects for  some  lunatic  asylum.  The  two  cases 
of  insanity, mentioned  in  the  physician's  report, 
are  known  to  have  been  laboring  under  mental 
alienation  some  time  prior  to  their  conviction. 

The  report  of  the  building  committee,  an- 
nexed, exhibits  the  quantum  of  building  exe- 
cuted during  the  last  year,  the  work  remaining 
to  be  done,  and  the  sum  necessary  to  complete 
the  plan. 


bly,  together  with  numerous  members  not  on 
the  committees ;  and  the  board  feel  that  a  feller 
statement  of  feels  and  impressions,  in  regard 
to  the  system,  will  be  deemed  unnecessary,  as 
the  reports  about  to  be  made  to  each  house  by 
Its  own  committee  must  tread  upon  much  of 
the  ground  which  would  be  occupied  by  the 
members  of  this  board,  who,  like  themselves, 
are  only  to  be  regarded  as  witnesses  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  institution  baa  operated. 

On  the  whole,  we  trust  and  believe  that 
Pennsylvania,  who  led  the  way  of  reform  in 
Penitentiary  punishment,  will  not  withhold 
her  efforts  to  complete  a  system  so  well  adapt- 
ed to  reform  offenders,  and  restore  them  Id 
society,  industrious  and  useful  citizen*. 
CHARLES  8.  COXE, 
(Attest,) 

Thomas  BaAoroao,  Ja. 


Physician*  t  Report 

To  the  inspectors  of  the  Eastern  Peniten- 
tiary, the  physician  respectfully  presents  his 
annual  report  for  1838. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  for  this  year  has, 
upon  the  whole,  been  good.  The  complaiats 
which  have  occurred  most  frequently,  have 
been  intermittent  fever  in  the  spring  and  sa- 
tumn ;  disorders  in  the  bowels  in  the  summer ; 


and  catarrhs  and  rbeumaticpalns  in  the  win- 
ter. But  one  case  of  fever  of  a  serious  type  has 
occurred. 

No  fects  have  been  developed  daring  this 
year  to  show  that  the  mode  of  cooflnemeat 
adopted  in  the  Penitentiary,  is  particularly  in- 
jurious to  health.  It  has  the  effect,  generally, 
of  rendering  the  frame  less  robust ;  hot,  at  the 
same  time,  prevents  the  operation  of  numerous 
causes  of  disease,  to  which  persons  of  the  daas 
which  generally  All  oar  Prisons  are  usually 
exposed,  either  from  necessity,  or  from  the  in- 
dulgence of  vicious  habits.  The  circumstance, 
indeed,  of  being  withdrawn  from  the  influence 
of  the  severer  atmospheric  vicissitudes,  such  as 
wet  and  cold,  which  are  proline  source*  of 
disease  with  a  large  portion  of  the  community, 
would,  of  itself,  more  than  compensate  for  the 
operation  of  any  unfavorable  causes  to  health, 
experienced  in  this  Prison.  Bat,  when  it  is 
considered,  that  many  of  the  individuals  scat 
to  our  Prisons,  have  been  in  previous  habits 
of  drunkenness  and  debauchery,  the  compar- 
ative healthfulness  of  the  confinement  and 
mode  of  discipline  must  be  apparent. 

The  following  table,  exhibiting  the  compara- 
tive health  on  admission  and  discharge  of  ibe 
twenty  prisoners  who  have  been  liberated  dar- 


The  annual  tabular  statement  required  by 
law  Is  herewith  presented,  whereby  It  appears 
that  34  persons  have  been  sentenced  to  this  in- 
stitution during  the  last  year.  Their  offences 
are  as  follows :— -horse  stealing,  10 ;  burglary,  7; 
manalaujhtar,  9 ;  forgery,  9 ;  perjury,  1 ;  subor- 
nation of  perjury,  1 ;  robbery,  1 ;  anon,  1 ;  raps, 
1 ;  unnatural  crime,  1  j  passing  counterfeit 
money,  9 ;  larceny,  5. 

And  from  the  following  states  and  countriss : 
Pennsylvania,  19 ;  New  Jersey,  7 ;  New  York,  5; 
Maryland,  3 :  Delaware,  9 ;  Ireland,  9 ;  Prance, 
1 ;  England,  1 ;  Switzerland,  1. 

In  former  reports,  the  board  have  already  ex- 
pressed to  the  legislature  ha  Judgment  of  the 
practical  operation  of  this  system  of  Peniten- 
tiary punishment ;  and  it  hi  with  groat  plassaii 
that  It  now  is  enabled  to  testify  that  another  ( 
year's  experience  has  confirmed  ha  former  hn- 
pressions.  The  institution  haa  also  been  re- 
cently visited  and  carefully  examined  by 
mittees  from  each  boose  of  the  General 


Hif  Ihla  year,  fully  eenftrmi  the  Ttowi  ban  « 


;sr™ 


alf-deetnirlfr.il  under  ibe  luluuee  of  ■  paroi- 

Ih  of  ttaa  prieonere  baa  Wen  pud  during 
yeu.  The  nine  period  Inn  proved  da- 
tive of  hnmiin  lift,  In  porttone  of  our 
itry,  from  Ihe  preralor.ee  of  leetUeace ;  bat 
linpplly,  ftmn  trie  laolaled  condition  of  oar 
Somen,  and  (He  regulerlt.  of  their  Ihran.  the 


Belter  Ibu  en  mi 


jierlod*  of  inaprleonmr 


TfoljEOad.       Impn 
Good.  Good. 


Poor  prieonere  hn»e  died  within  the  vent. 
The  Hale  of  health  or  thr  re  prikniere  an  adiitis- 
aion,  end  the  cause  of  death  In  eieb  cuh,  u 


Mania. 
Hemorrinn- 

■»  wo  sJw™ 

Prison  ei  No.  I  IS  we*  received  on  the  lfith  of 
February,  IMS,  apparently  well.    Bat  (be  ep 

after  the  lupee  of  ■  month,  he  began  to  show 
nwlini  of  eberrallon  of  mind,  end  on  It* 
«Si*  of  March,  lea.  Ibu  ill  weeka  after  hi. 
reception,  he  wet  In  a  elate  nf  euch  ilolent 
sumtil  e arllement,  u  to  require  10  be  placed 
In  ■  dirk  cell.  Kii  lueanlty  continued  with  but 
u  unimportant  abatemrnt  In  AprH,  nmil  thr 
SrXhofalny.whenhBdled.  Theee  facte  em 
conclusively,  that  thie  prieoner,  though  appar 
ently  well  on  admission,  wu  rnrunirly  predte 


Ithof  Aniuet.nfterejiimp; 
two  yearn.    No  peon'1"  a 


iinTf 


tlery  will  iieeeeearlly  hi 
to',  ttiny  bi.e  tpent  I 


The  physician,  I 
obnemlinn  u  from 
heard  ((Ten  before 


i  prisoner  No.  «  wae 


Id  all  the  friende  of  separate  confinement  to 
inow.  that  we  can  adopt  the  languaje  In  my 
Inn  annual  upon;  "Thalnolhln(huocforred 
to  diiuHinte,  but  much  to  prompt  U  In  a  steady 

Kraeverauce  in  the  Pennsylvania  lyilem  of 
l.cn  discipline."     Ibellore  this  can  bstrulj 

moralTanil  °haMta"oV  nioel  of  (ha  inmates  of 
mrade"piou»  men  andgood  dtiieni  by  'j1"™- 


derire  to  tttiirn  to  the  right  way.  The  pnnlab- 
mfiil  Inflicted  not  merely  on  the  body,  bdt  on 
the  mind  of  tho  pri«.ner,  uniting  sereriiy  and 

feci.  with' all  h>  force  ■  bul  there  is  nothing  In 
its  operation  calculated  lo  Increnee  hla  evil  pea- 
liontVor  stimulate  him  to  hatred  or  revenge; 
with  the  kindness  and  compejstion  which  are 
due  to  the  unfortunate  man,  nuher  thin  (ha 
unneceuery  and  unfeeling  hersbriM  too  fre- 
iiuenilv  displayed  towards  the  victims  of  folty, 
rice  and  crime,  be  laaoonmade  tofeeltbnt  the 
horron  ufliin  cell  are  Ihe  frutteof  aln  endtrana- 
greeaioa,  and  tho  only  certain  relief  to  be  ob- 

one  to  prompt  lo  wickedness  or  shame  him  for 
hi.  teen,  he  become!  humbled  In  spirit  and 
sniiouifor  helplntbe  way  of  truth:  Indian 
pleucd  to  be  able  lo  aay,  that  I  do  beltere  that 
there  are  wine  who  rejoice  that  they  have  been 
brought  here.  I  can  truly  aay,  that  the  more  I 
eee  of  the  operation  or  our  ■yiteiu,  and  the  more 
thoroughly  I  become  acquainted  with  the  ebn>. 
scieroftlsinmalee.lhe  more  Important  I  view 
lueatabltahroent,andthe  peaiac  tatanatip 
appear..    11  la  a  mv«aa.«  \o\»*l«ra*>h»».tt»\*- 
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mates  of  Prisons  are  a  set  of  outlaws  and  tlger- 
ttke  beings,  lost  to  all  good  in  this  world,  and 
without  hope  of  an  hereafter.  Too  many,  (in- 
deed moat  of  them,)  on  first  convictions,  are 
either  neglected  youths  thrown  into  the  world 
without  education  and  without  friends,  (often 
the  victims  of  bard  masters,)  or  ignorant  men, 
the  dupes  of  artful  knaves  who  know  how  to 
elude  detection.  Neglect  of  early  education, 
the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  gambling,  and  dealing 
In  lottery  tickets,  are  the  most  prominent  causes 
of  felony. 

The  deficiency  in  common  school  learning  is 
greater  than  is  generally  supposed ;  of  the  143 
prisoners  which  have  been  received  here  from 
the  commencement,  only  fonr  have  been  well 
educated,  and  only  about  six  more  who  could 
read  and  write  tolerably ;  and  we  rarely  meet 
with  a  prisoner  who  has  had  attention  paid  to 
moral  and  religious  instruction. 

The  Eastern  District,  that  sends  its  prisoners 
to  this  Penitentiary,  comprises  a  population  of 
about  one  million  of  inhabitants:  during  the 
three  and  a  half  years  in  which  the  law  has 
been  in  operation,  196  persons  have  been 
sent  here  for  all  offences  of  a  higher  character 
than  larceny ;  and  of  the  whole  number,  but 
«m  that  can  be  called  a  master  spirit  in  crime. 
Many  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  the  diminu- 
tion of  this  class  of  prisoners ;  but  I  believe  that 
it  may  be  attributed  mainly  to  the  knowledge 
that  the  community  of  thieves  have  of  the  na- 
ture and  discipline  of  our  establishment,  and 
particularly  three  important  features  in  it. 

1st.  The  entire  separation  of  the  convicts, 
both  by  day  and  night,  and  the  seclusion  from 
all  except  their  keepers. 

Sd.  Their  being  deprived  from  all  intercourse 
or  knowledge  of  every  kind  with  either  their 
family  or  friends. 

3d.  That  the  friends  of  the  system  would 
ese  their  endeavors  to  discourage  the  granting 
of  pardons,  so  that  the  punishment  might  in  all 
eases  be  certain  ;  and  the  determination  of  the 
board  of  inspectors  to  refrain  from  recomn.  rid- 
ing the  governor  to  pardon,  as  has  been  the 
practice  in  the  Old  Prison. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  these  features  in 
our  system  have  had  an  effect,  especially  among 
the  old  convicts :  for,  of  the  149,  (the  whole 
number  received,)  100  are  known  to  be  for  the 
first  offence,  10  are  doubtful,  and  but  39  who 
are  known  and  believed  to  be  old  offenders. 
No  prisoner  whom  we  have  discharged  bos  been 
reconvicted  ;  and  the  information  from  those 
who  have  left  here,  has  been  generally  satisfac- 
tory. 

The  plan  pursued  from  the  first,  of  purchasing 
stock,  and  manufacturing  on  our  own  account, 
while  it  has  many  advantages,  and  in  the  num- 
ber, that  of  excluding  contractors  and  their 
agents  from  intercourse  with  the  prisoners,  sub- 
jects us  to  fluctuations  common  to  all  in  trade. 
The  last  having  been  an  unfavorable  season  in 
oar  commercial  community,  we  have  felt  the  ef- 
fects of  it  in  the  disposal  of  our  cotton  fabrics.  I 
em  glad,  however,  to  And,  on  the  taking  of  an  ac- 
count or  stock,  and  a  settlement  of  our  books  to 
the  first  of  last  month,  that  the  establishment  has 
more  than  paid  all  its  expenses,  exclusive  of 
officers'  salaries.  This  result  is  satisfactory; 
fer,  although  it  never  was  contemplated  to 
make  profit  a  primary  object,  yet  it  is  desirable 
that  the  convict  should  not  be  a  burthen  to  the 
state.  As  it  has  been  proven  that  they  can 
work  to  advantage  in  their  cells,  at  both  weav- 
ing and  shoemaking,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
but,  with  proper  management,  after  a  full  orga- 
nisation, every  expense  will  be  paid  by  their 
labor.  The  prisoners  are  employed  as  follows : 
491a  the  dyeing,  dressing  and  weaving  j  33  shoe- 


making;  4 carpenters;  5blacksmltbs; Swbsrl- 
wrights:  3  making  and  mending  clothes  ;9  wash 
Ing  clothes ;  1  fire  maker :  1  apothecary ;  1  se- 
gar  maker ;  1  cook  :  and  9  idle.  Only  nine  of 
the  weavers,  and  roar  of  the  shoemakers,  un- 
derstood these  branches  when  first  admitted. 

Of  the  97  prisoners  now  in  confinement,  74 
are  white  males,  19  colored  males,  and  4  col- 
ored females :  eight  are  under  twenty  yean  of 
age,  fifty-one  from  90  to  30,  twenty-one  from  39 
to  40,  ten  from  40  to  50,  five  from  50  to  60,  oas 
from  60  to  70,  and  one  over  70. 

Thirty-seven  are  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
thirteen  of  New  Jersey,  seven  of  Delaware,  six 
of  Maryland,  six  of  New  York,  two  of  Connect- 
icut, two  of  Virginia,  one  of  Tennessee,  one  of 
Rhode  Island,  eleven  of  Ireland,  six  of  England, 
one  of  Netherlands,  two  of  France,  one  of  Hol- 
land, one  of  Switzerland. 

The  general  conduct  and  behavior  of  the  pris- 
oners has  been  such  as  rarely  to  produce  say 
unpleasant  feelings,  on  the  part  of  their  over- 
seers, towards  them. 

The  result  of  three  years'  practice  having  so 
fully  demonstrated  the  advantages  of  separate 
confinement,  by  day  and  night,  over  every 
other  system  known  to  me.  I  cannot  bet  desire 
to  see  ft  introduced  into  the  Prisons  of  every 
civilized  community. 

Before  I  conclude  this  report.  I  earnestly  re- 
quest your  attention  to  one  of  the  great  prmd- 
Rles  on  which  our  discipline  Is  (bonded,  nams- 
r,  the  prevention  of  further  corruption,  by 
depriving  prisoners  of  all  opportunity  of  form- 
ing or  extending  an  acquaintance  with  each 
other— an  acquaintance  which  almost  necessa- 
rily insures  their  education  hi  all  the  modes  of 
perpetrating  crime,  and  eluding  detection  and 
conviction.  Even  if  this  almost  inevitable  re- 
sult could  be  prevented  in  the  common  Prisons 
of  the  state,  as  they  are  at  present  administered ; 
and  if  a  prisoner  could  be  discharged  uncon- 
tamlnated  by  bis  associates. — still  his  persoa 
and  history  would  be  known  by  his  companions 
in  confinement ;  and,  after  their  discharge, 
would  too  often  be  eagerly  divulged  to  others, 
and  thus  the  new  character  of  a  repentant  coa- 
vict  be  blasted i and  be  would  too  probably  re- 
lapse into  bis  old  habits.  In  our  Penitentiary, 
this  great  evil,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  » 
prevented ;  or,  I  should  rather  say,  its  prog- 
ress is  arrested ;  hot  in  the  County  Prisuat, 
whence  we  derive  our  inmates,  it  exists  to  a 
deplorable  and  disgraceful  extent.  In  these 
establishments,  scarcely  any  classification  is  at- 
tempted, and  no  effectual  separation  is  made; 
discipline  is  neglected,  corruption  increased  ; re- 
formation is  hopeless,  and  many  most  flagrant 
abuses  are  known  to  be  practised  without  any 
mitigation.  Convicts  received  by  us  from  such 
County  Prisons  may  indeed  frequently  be  re- 
formed by  our  discipline;  the  lessons  of  vice  they 
have  learned,  when  placed  in  a  confinement 
which  the  law  intended  should  be  salutary,  may 
sometimes  be  eradicated  afterwards;  but  the 
great,  the  Irremediable  evil  has  already  been  ef- 
fected. The  persons,  stc.  of  such  convicts,  are 
known  to  the  great  community  of  rogue*  ;  and 
therefore,  even  if  their  reformation  be  effected 
when  discharged  from  oar  Penitentiary,  u<o 
many  temptations  to  relapse,  too  manv  obstacles 
to  their  commencement  in  the  pursuru  of  honest 
industry,  may,  and  probably  will,  be  encounter- 
ed by  them.  Hence  our  institution  cannot  pro- 
duce all  the  advantages  of  which  it  is  susceptible, 
until  the  County  Prisons  are  reformed  by  the 
same  plan  of  separate  confinement,  Jtc.  which 
we  pursue.  If  an  inquiry  into  the  condition  of 
these  Prisons  could  be  made,  by  order  of  the 
legislature.  I  am  confident  the  remarks  I  have 
made  would  be  substantiated  j  and  that  many 
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important  benefits  would  remit  from  each  an 
inquiry,  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  our  moat  in- 
telligent and  humane  citizens. 

All  of  which,  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 
SAMUEL  R.  WOOD,  Warden. 

Philadelphia,  19th  mo.  31st,  1832. 

Report  of  Building  Committee. 

'"o  the  Board  of  Inspectors  on  the  State  Penitentia- 
ry for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

Notwithstanding  the  opportunities  embraced 
so  constantly  by  their  fellow  members  of  the 
board,  to  witness  the  progress  of  the  great  work 
under  their  charge,  the  building  committee,  in 
accordance  with  their  duties,  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  : — 

The  building  operations  were  resumed  as 
early  in  the  spring  as  the  state  of  the  weather 
would  warrant ;  contracts  had  been  previously 
made  for  the  supply  of  the  various  materials, 
which  were  seasonably  and  regularly  furnished 
until  the  period  when  the  pestilential  scourge 
visited  our  borders  in  the  months  of  July  and 
August  last;  considerable  difficulty  then  oc- 
curred in  procuring  some  of  them,  and 
more  especially  the  iron  castings,  from  our 
neighboring  state.  New  Jersey ;  the  contractor 
found  it  quite  impracticable  to  cause  their  timelv 
delivery,  owing  to  the  dread  of  cholera  in  the 
minds  of  those  engaged  for  the  transportation 
of  them  ;  this  difficulty  tended  greatly  to  impede 
the  progress  of  the  work,  so  much  so,  that  on 
one  or  two  occasions  the  masons  were  about  to 
be  discharged,  and,  your  committee  Live  no 
doubt,  prevented  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ings to  tlie  extent  they  anticipated  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  season,  at  which  time  they  confidently 
expected,  that,  ere  the  approach  of  severe  frost 
should  forbid  the  prosecution  of  their  labors,  the 
three  blocks  of  cells  would  be  covered  in. 

No  pains  have  been  spared  to  have  every 
branch  of  the  work  executed  in  the  most  sub- 
stantial manner ;  and  your  committee  believe 
that  strict  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  exercise 
of  proper  economy  in  procuring  the  materials 
as  well  as  judicious  and  capable  workmen ;  all 
those  who  have  continued  in  the  service,  have 
manifested  industry  in  their  various  employ- 
ments ;  a  degree  of  good  feeling  and  harmony, 
almost  unexampled,  where  the  same  number  of 
men  have  been  engaged,  has  prevailed  among 
them,  which  your  committee  feel  persuaded 
may  be  mainly  attributed  to  the  entire  exclusion 
of  ardent  spirits  ;  this  great  work  having  been 
carried  on,  not  only  this,  but  the  last  year,  with- 
out dispensing  to  the  men  the  needless  and  too 
common  "  usual  allowance  of  grog ;"  it  gives 
your  committee  great  pleasure  to  record  this  fact, 
and  to  express  their  opinion  that,  in  more  in- 
stances than  one,  men,  who  had  been  habitual 
drinkers  of  ardent  spirits  to  excess,  have  entire- 
ly abstained  ;  learning  from  the  observance  of 
oar  rule  on  that  point,  that  they  could  perform 
a  satisfactory  day's  work  without  recurrence 
to  the  bottle :  the  number  of  hands  employed 
has  averaged  about  130  ;  of  this  number,  only 
one  death  occurred,  and  that  of  cholera. 

The  alterations  adopted  by  the  board  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  architect,  In  some  of  tho  mi- 
nor details,  as  well  as  in  the  enlargement  of  the 
cells  on  the  ground  floor,  your  committee  have 
no  doubt  will  prove  Judicious  and  of  great  advan- 
tage to  all  concerned  in  the  management  of  the 
Penitentiary.  The  alteration  of  the  sky  light, 
while  it  affords  a  great  increase  of  light  in  the 
cell,  also  gives  the  means  of  much  more  efficient 
ventilation,  and  has  induced  the  adoption  of 
the  same  principle  in  the  sky  lights  in  blocks 
No.  1, 3  and  3,  with  the  most  beneficial  results. 


The  additional  length  of  throe  feet  to  the  lower 
cells  offers  great  facilities  in  some  branches'  of 
manufactures  performed  by  the  convicts,  the 
loss  of  which  in  those  now  occupied  by  them 
is  much  to  be  regretted,  especially  where  the 
looms  are  used. 

The  introduction  of  a  door- way  from  the  cor- 
ridor to  the  cell,  is  a  decided  improvement :  it 
does  in  no  degree  interfere  with  the  privacy  or 
security  of  the  convict,  and  affords  the  oppor- 
tunity of  more  ready  admission  to  the  Prison, 
whenever  a  personal  inspection  on  the  part  of 
the  inspector,  warden,  or  overseer,  or  any  offi- 
cial visitor,  recognized  by  the  law  of  the  com- 
monwealth, may  be  required,  obviating  alto- 
gctlier  the  existing  necessity  of  exposure,  nt 
times  not  unfrequent,  to  tho  most  inclement 
weather.  The  usual  ordinary  communication 
for  handing  in  the  food,  working  materials,  &c, 
now  in  use,  is  still  preserved  in  the  new  ar- 
rangement of  the  door-way. 

The  plan  proposed  and  arranged  for  warming 
the  cells  by  heated  air,  can  only  be  fully  and 
satisfactorily  tested  by  experience.  As  yet,  no 
opportunity  hns  offered  to  effect  this,  as  the 
work  is  unfinished  ;  it  is  believed,  however, 
that  it  will  answer  the  desired  purpose. 

In  order  to  supply  the  prisoner  with  drinking 
water,  it  is  found  absolutely  necessary  to  resort 
to  the  use  of  the  large  well  in  the  yard,  and  the 
forcing  pump  worked  by  horse  power.  We  are 
compelled  to  thi*,  from  the  fact  that  our  situa- 
tion approaches  so  near  to  the  level  of  the  res- 
ervoir at  Fair  Mount,  that  we  can  only  obtain 
the  water  requisite  to  carry  off  and  cleanse  the 
pipes  of  the  prisoner's  water  closet  in  his  cell ; 
the  reaction  of  the  contaminated  air,  after  the 
water  is  discharged  from  the  pipes,  causes  that 
in  the  cistern  to  be  impregnated  more  or  leas 
with  it,  and  renders  it  unfit  for  drinking. 

One  or  two  hours'  work,  daily ,with  the  horse, 
will  supply  the  tanks  placed  in  the  second  story 
of  the  centre  building,  with  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  excellent  water,  for  the  personal  use  of 
all  the  prisoners. 

Your  committee  will  here  remark,  that  not- 
withstanding the  impediments  that  were  expe- 
rienced during  the  existence  of  the  cholera, 
they  believe  that  the  amount  of  work  done 
within  the  walls  the  past  year,  has  been  quite 
equal  to  that  of  any  previous  year  since  the 
commencement ;  owing,  in  their  opinion,  to 
the  knowledge,  that  the  means  provided  were 
entirely  ample  to  meet  all  demands,  without 
the  apprehension  which  has  on  other  occasions 
existed,  that  the  end  of  the  building  season 
might  leave  us  involved  in  debt  that  could  not 
be  discharged,  until  additional  appropriations 
were  made  by  the  legislature.  The  importance 
of  this  consideration  induces  your  committee 
forcibly  to  recommend  an  earnest  and  strong 
appeal  to  the  constituted  authorities,  for  an  early 
appropriation,  adequate  to  the  entire  comple- 
tion of  toe  whole  plan.  According  to  tho  esti- 
mate of  the  architect  and  superintendent  sub- 
mitted herewith,  it  will  require  an  appropria- 
tion of  $130,000,  to  complete  all  the  buildings. 
JOHN  BACON, )  Building 
WM.  H.  HOOD, )  ConmitUe. 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  31,  1833. 

Number  of  prisoner*  received  into  the  East- 
ern Penitentiary  since  commencement,  October 
33,  1839,  to  December  31, 1833,  143;  of  which 
number  there  were,  natives  of  Pennsylvania^  ; 
New  York,  13 :  New  Jersey,  15 ;  Delaware,  13 ; 
Maryland,  8 ; '  Connecticut,  3 ;  Virginia,  3  ; 
North  Carolina,  1 :  Sooth  Carolina,  I  ;  Ohio,  1 ; 
Tennessee,  1:  Rhode  Island,  1;  Ireland.  13; 
England,  8 ;  France,  3 ;  Holland,  1 ;  Switzer- 
land, 1  i  Netherlands,  1 ;  total,  143. 
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in  the  next  annual  report,  it 
mention  tbem  fn.  detail — but 


Their  ©fTenceoaie  m  fbMows :  hone  steellnn, 
96 }  burglary,  32 ;  forgery,  14 ;  murder,  second 
degree,  8;  manslaughter,  8;  robbery,  7;  pass- 
ing counterfeit  money.  7 ;  arson,  3 ;  rape,  9 : 
perjury,  3 ;  highway  robbery.  S ;  subornation  of 
perjury,  1 ;  intent  to  commit  rape,  1  j  assault 
and  battesy  with  intent  to  kill,  1 ;  unnatural 
$rime,  1 ;  robbing  U.  8.  mail,  1  j  larceny,  16 : 
total,  149* 

Their  agea  at  the  time  of  their  reception  were 
as  follows:  under  90  years  of  age,  15;  from  90 
to  30,  79;  from  30  to  40,  30;  from  40  to  50, 15 ; 
from  50  to  60,  7 ;  from  60  to  70,9 ;  from  70  to 
80, 1 :  total,  149. 

Of  the  whole  number  received,  (149,)  these 
have  been  discharged,  by  expiration  of  sen- 
tence, 31;  pardoned,  5;  died.  8;  suicide,  1; 
total,  45.  Leaving  in  confinement,  Jan.  1 ,  1833, 
97.  Of  this  number  107  were  white  males*; 
31  colored  males ;  4  colored  females :  total,  149. 

On  a  first  conviction,  105:  on  a  second, 
16 ;  on  a  third,  11 ;  on  a  fourth,  6 j  on  a  fifth, 
9;  on  a  sixth,  2:.  total,  149. 

Note. 

Since  the  preceding  report  was  presented,  on 
the  first  of  January,  several  intesesting  events 
have  occurred,  which  have  been  submitted  to 
the  notice  of  the  society  at  theii  meetings,  in 
the  usual  manner.    As  these  will  fee  published 

is  not  necessary  to 
ut  a  brief  notice  of  a 
few  of  the  more  important  facts  may  not  be  un- 
interesting, and  is  therefore  appended  to  the  re- 
port. 

1.  The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have  made, 
during  the  present  spring,  an  appropriation  of 
$130,000  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  East- 
ern Penitentiary,  which  building  »  now  in 
rapid  progress. 

9.  An  act  has  been  passed  authorising  the 
demolition  of  the  cells  within  the  walls  of  the 
Western  Penitentiary,  and  the  construction 
of  cells  similar  to  those  in  the  Eastern  Pen- 
itentiary, in  which  the  same  system  of  Prison 
discipline  is  to  be  established  :  $60,000  have 
been  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 

3.  An  act  has  been  passed  authorizing  the 
commissioners  for  the  erection  of  the  Prison  for 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  borrow  an 
additional  sum  of  $70,000  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  Prison,  and  pledging  the  build- 
ing now  known  as  the  Arch  Street  Prison  as  a 
security  for  the  loan  of  the  preceding  sum — this 
Prison  will  therefore  be  superseded  and  sold, 
and  the  system  of  separate  confinement  be  ef- 
fectual lv  introduced  in  the  new  establishment, 
as  provided  by  the  act  of  30th  March,  1831. 

4.  An  act  has  also  been  passed  duringthe  same 
session,  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  Prison  for 
the  county  of  Alleghany,  providing  therein  for 
the  establishment  of  the  same  system.  It  Is 
therefore  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  the  ef- 
forts of  the  friends  of  this  system  have  been  so 
far  successful  that  all  those  treat  Prisons  in 
which  fourteen  seventeenths  orthe  persons  con- 
fined in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  are  now,  or 
rather  soon  will  "be,  when  the  buildings  shall 
be  completed,  conducted  according  to  the  sys- 
tem which  the  society  has  advocated  from  their 
origin  to  the  present  time. 

5.  A  number  of  influential  citizens  of  Chester 
county  have  been  engaged  In  making  arrange- 
ments preparatory  to  the  erection  or  a  County 
Prison  at  West  Chester,  according  to  the  same 
system ;  and  a  plan  of  the  building  has  been 

Siven  by  Mr.  Walter,  the  architect  of  the  Phila- 
elphia  County  Prison. 

6.  An  act  has  been  passed  at  the  session  of 
18323  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New 
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ent  defective  Prison,  and  the  erection  of  another 
near  Trenton,  "on  the  principle  of  separate 
confinement,  with  labor.,  fee.  as  practised  at  the 
Eastern  State  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania;" 
and  the  works  are  in  rapid  progress,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  distinguished  architect, 
John  Haviland,  Esq.  to  whom  our  country  is 
indebted  for  the  plan  and  execution  of  the  justly 
celebrated  Penitentiary  of  the  Eastern  District 
of  Pennsylvania.  Several  improvements  hare 
been  introduced  by  Mr.  H.  in  the  new  edifice. 
The  inspectors  of  the  Western  Penitentiary  of 
Pennsylvania  have  also  availed  themselves  of 
the  valuable  experience  of  Ibis  gentleman,  by 
conferring  on  him  the  office  of  architect ;  and  he 
is  now  engaged  in  superintending  the  erection 
of  the  new  buildings  in  that  establishment. 


o. 

Fifth  AnnuarReport  of  the  House  of  Ref- 
uge in  PhumdeipkuL 

7v  the  Contributors  to  the  Homo*  of  Rjkfi  tkt 
Momogor*  r$tpoctfmU§  submit  tkt  following  Bt- 
fort*— 

In  coming  before  the  contributors  and  the 
community  with  their  annual  report,  the  presi- 
dent and  managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge  have 
the  satisfaction  to  say,  that  the  institution  con- 
tinues to  fulfil  the  benevolent  purposes  for 
which  it  was-  established,  to  an  extent  quite 
commensurate  with  their  reasonable  expecta- 
tions. From  the  opening  of  the  House  to  the 
E resent  time,  there  have  been  received  537  of 
oth  sexes;  that  is  to  say,  of  males,  391,  and 
of  females,  146.  Of  this  number,  190  have  been 
bound  out  to  some  respectable  occupation ; 
158  have  been  discharged  ;  93  absented  them- 
selves from  the  institution  ;  3  have  died ;  aad 
163  remain  at  present  in  the  House 
■  During  the  year  just  ended.tbess  have  bees  ad- 
mitted 193;  to  wit,malea^9,females,41.  Of  thaw, 
there  have  been  bound  out,  79 ;  discharged,  34 ; 
absented  themselves,  4  ;*  and  164  remain  ia 
the  House.  Of  those  bound  out,  the  accouats 
have  in  general  been  very  favorable.  Some  of 
the  numerous  letters  received  wfll  be  found  in 
the  Appendix,  and  will  be  read  with  great  inte- 
rest. Upon  this  point,  the  managers  have  si- 
ways  bestowed  the  most  anxious  aUenooa; 
endeavoring,  in  the  first  place,  to  procure 
suitnble  places  for  those  who  were  prepared 
for  binding  out,  and,  in  the  next,  to  keep  open 
a  communication  through  which  they  might  be 
informed  of  the  conduct  and  habits  of  the 
youth  thus  provided  for,  as  well  as  be  assured 
that  Justice  was  done  them  by  their  employers. 
They  have  endeavored  in  this  way  to  acquit 
themselves  of  their  trust,  by  leading  on  the 
children  committed  to  their  care,  until  they 
reach  the  period  of  life  when,  under  Provi- 
dence, they  must  take  charge  of  themselves, 
and  be  fully  responsible  for  their  own  acts  and 
omissions.  We  are  all  well  aware,  however, 
of  the  vast  Importance  of  the  condition  ia 
which  they  are  found  at  the  moment  when 
they  are  launched  upon  the  tempestuous  ocesa 
of  the  world.  A  thoughtful  parent,  with  all 
the  means  that  wealth  and  position  can  give 
him,  still  looks  with  deep  solicitude  to  tail 
stage  in  his  offspring's  career,  and  trembles  st 
the  suggestion  that  his  hand  can  no  longer  eon - 
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tool  for  protection  and  guidance.  The  hope  he  i 
has— *o  far  at  merely  human  calculation  it  con- 
cerned— rests  upon  the  part ;  upon  the  can: 
that  ha*  been  applied  to  farm  n  healthy  moral 
constitution,  capable  of  relisting  the  assaults 
of  temptation,  and  strong  enough  to  keep  the 
line  of  rectitude  through  the  stormy  and  dis- 
turbing influences  by  utiirh  we  are  continually 
assailed.  What,  then,  Is  to  he  expected  from 
the  minhood  of  one,  whose  walk,  almost  from 
his  cradle,  has  not  only  been  neglected,  hut 
has  been  continually  in  company  "with  un  re- 
proved vice  i  The  case  is  often  even  worse  than 
to  is.  Crime  is  positively  taught  and  encour- 
aged, and  the  child  receives  no  other  connsel 
or  advice  than  what  is  necessary  to  produce 
hardihood  and  dexterity  in  criminal  achieve- 
ment. If,  in  his  progress  to  a  highly  accom- 
filtslied  dttpravity,  the  unhappy  pupil  is  thrown 
ntoa  I'riton,  it  is  only  to  he  hurried  forward  in 
viciouM  attainment,  with  an  accelerated  rapidi- 
ty. A  day  in  the  company  of  hardened  offend- 
ers, such  as  he  will  meet  with  there,  may  do 
the  work  of  months,  in  teaching  him  the  vari- 
ous arts  which  a  bad  experience  has  discover- 
ed tor  the  commission  of  crime,  and  infusing  a 
feeling  of  admiration  and  respect  for  the  law- 
less address  and  courage  employed  in  its  per- 
petration. The  boasted  heroism  of  wicked 
audacity  is  looked  at,  without  perceiving  its 
deep  shade  of  infamy,  until  it  becomes  abso- 
lutely attractive,  and  the  feeble  child  is  won 
by  the  meretricious  lustre  of  the  serpent's  eye, 
unconscious  that  be  is  to  be  folded  at  la*  in 
toe  embraces  of  a  filthy  and  insatiable  reptile. 
That  society  has  an  interest  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  young,  is  too  plain  to  require  to  be 
urged  upon  an  intelligent  people.  That  there 
is  a  duty  of  humanity  connected  with  this  in- 
terest, every  one  is  ready  to  admit.  In  every 
community  that  has  any  claim  to  civilized 
character,  there  are  institutions  of  some  kind 
for  the  support  of  indigent  and  destitute  chil- 
dren, that  they  may  not  perish  for  want. 
When  unusual  calamity  suddenly  enlarges  the 
number  of  the  helpless,  Charity  multiplies  and 
adapts  her  means  of  relief,  as  we  saw  an  asy- 
lum rise  up,  during  the  last  summer,  for  the  re- 
ception ol  the  orphans  whom  pestilence  had 
deprived  of  their  parents;  and  the  offices  of 
humanity  associated  in  their  performance  with 
all  that  is  beautiful  in  female  sensibility  and 
grace. 

But  it  had  long  escaped  observation,  that 
while  thus  providing  as  was  (it  for  the  claims 
of  extreme  infancy,  there  was  a  period  of  life 
in  which  guidance  and  support  were  also  want- 
ed ;  and  that,  instead  of  making  provision  to 
afford  them,  the  institutions  or  society  were 
positively  tending  to  aid  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion. As  a  consequence,  Juvenile  offenders 
were  increasing  at  a  rate  that  was  truly  ap- 
palling ;  and  it  was  the  consideration  or  this 
important  fact,  which  directed  attention  to  the 
peculiar  claims  of  this  description  of  our  fellow 
creatures,  and  to  the  treatment  suited  to  their 
conditions.  They  are  offenders ;  but  they  are 
youthful  offenders.  They  are  leas  accountable, 
from  the  weakness  of  their  understanding. 
They  are  more  reclaimaUe,  because  they  are 
yet  in  a  state  to  receive  impression,  and  to  bo 
fashioned  according  to  the  example  and  the 
counsels  presented  to  them.  If  it  be  true,  on 
the  one  hand,  that,  left  to  the  influence  of  bad 
association,  co-operating  with  their  own  head- 
long passions,  they  will  grow  Into  the  stature 
of  hardened  profligacy,  nil  none  to  themselves, 
and  dangerous  to  society,  so,  on  the  other,  it  is 
certainly  true,  that,  with  proper  culture  and 
discipline,  they  stay  be  formed  into  industri- 
ous and  useful  citizens.    The  distinction  here 
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adverted  to,  is  founded  In  nature,  is  supported 
by  experience,  and  has  the  express  sanction  of 
the  Scriptures  of  truth.  Among  adults,  even 
those  who  are  the  subjects  of  criminal  inflic- 
tion, there  are  degrees  of  wickedness,  un- 
doubtedly, one  surpassing  or  falling  short  of 
another  in  the  extent  of  bis  profligacy.  But,  in 
general,  they  may  be  considered  as  having  one 
characteristic,  which  marks  them  as  a  class, 
separated  from  the  rest  of  society,  and  at  war 
with  its  peace  and  welfare.  It  is  the  habit  of  doing 
wrong,  more  or  less  confirmed,  but  sufficiently 
fixed  to  have  become  as  it  were  a  part  of  their 
nature,  and  to  require  to  be  eradicated  before 
any  hope  can  be  entertained  of  their  improve- 
ment. In  them,  It  is  strictly  a  work  of  refor- 
mation. It  is  the  recovery  of  those  who  are 
lost,  which  i*  sought  after,  in  all  the  humane 
and  benevolent  exertions  that  are  made  to 
better  their  condition.  And  certainly  such 
exertions  arc  in  the  highest  degree  praise- 
worthy, and,  though  they  may  encounter  many 
difficulties  and  discouragement*,  ought  never 
to  be  abandoned.  To  endeavor  to  engraft 
upon  the  system  of  punishments  required  for 
the  security  of  society,  an  abiding  and  opera- 
tive recollection,  that  the  unhappy  subject  is 
still  related  to  us  as  a  fellow-cruature,  and,  aa 
such,  entitled  to  some  portion  of  regard,  is  one 
of  the  plainest  suggestions  of  humanity,  though, 
practically,  long  unheeded.  The  time  has  been 
— nor  is  it  yet  beyond  the  memory  even  of  the 
living — when  a  culprit,  of  whatever  grade, 
seemed  only  to  be  an  object  of  fierce  resent- 
ment, against  whom  were  let  loose  the  vindic- 
tive passions  of  mankind,  to  be  indulged  by 
the  infliction  of  unmitigated  shame  and  suffer- 
ing, without  any  concern  as  to  the  conse- 
quences to  the  prisoner.  A  better  philosophy, 
under  the  influence  of  Christian  charity,  has 
succeeded ;  and  the  management  of  Prisons,  the 
treatment  of  prisoners,  and  the  obligations  of 
benevolence  which  are  due  to  them  notwith- 
standing their  follies  and  their  crimes,  are 
deemed  worthy  of  continued  and  earnest  atten- 
tion. It  is,  indeed,  among  the  highest  honors 
of  Pennsylvania  to  have  led  the  way  in  this 
career.  It  is  also  very  honorable  that  she  still 
perseveres  in  her  efforts,  adopting  every  sug- 
gestion which  experience  or  just  deliberation 
seems  to  sanction,  and  clinging  to  the  hope 
that  improved  methods  will  at  last  succeed  in 
making  a  Penitentiary  a  place  of  purification, 
where  evil  habits  may  be  broken,  and  prone- 
ness  to  crime  give  place  to  an  honest  and 
virtuous  disposition.  That  these  her  efforts 
may  be  crowned  with  success, -is  the  anxious 
desire  of  every  philanthropist. 

Juvenile  delinquents,  it  must  be  obvious,  and 
especially  those  of  comparatively  tender  age. 
cannot,  in  general,  be  said  to  have  acquired 
kabiu  of  crime.  Tbey  are  in  the  way  to  ac- 
quire them.  Their  first  offences  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  evidence  that  they  have  yielded  to 
temptation,  have  been  led  astray  by  bad  ex- 
ample or  by  evil  counsel,  or  have  wandered 
from  the  right  path  because  tbey  were  not 
steadied  and  Greeted  by  the  support  and  guid- 
ance which  a  child  always  needs.  Tbey  are 
evidence,  too,  that  such  offenders  are  without 
the  aid  of  suitable  control  from  parents  or 
friends,  and  exposed  to  the  mischiefs  of  bad 
association  and  pernicious  example  ;  and  that, 
finally,  if  not  arrested  in  their  course,  habits 
will  be  formed,  and  fastened  upon  tbem  by  the 
time  they  arrive  at  manhood,  which  will  bo 
sure  to  subject  them  to  the  experiment  of  the 
Penitentiary,  and  to  burthen  society,  first  with 
their  depredations,  and  then  with  the  expen- 
sive and  uncertain  process  of  their  correction 
and  reformation.    The  natural  remedy  would, 
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i  to  he  a  plain  one,  sanctioned  bo  Iom  by  a 
wise  policy  than  by  considerate  benevolence. 
Their  destitution,  at  an  age  when  the  institu- 
tion* of  every  civilised  community  admit  that 
they  stand  in  need  of  direction  and  control, 
and  the  evidence  from  their  misconduct  that 
this  destitution  is  incompatible  with  their  own 
welfare  and  the  welfare  of  others,  brine  them 
under  the  power  of  society,  whose  right  it  is, 
for  its  own  security,  as  well  as  for  theirs,  to 
assume  their  guardianship,  when  they  have  no 
other,  and  rescue  them  from  the  dangers  so 
manifestly  incident  to  their  condition.  The 
object  is  not  to  punish,  but  fo  save. 

Nothing  can  be  more  desirable  than  that  this 
subject  should  be  calmly,  but  carefully,  and  ac- 
curately considered,  in  all  its  bearings,  and 
that  the  principles  upon  which  the  Refuge  is 
founded,  should  be  thoroughly  and  universally 
understood.  We  are  persuaded  that  nothing 
more  in  necessary,  to  give  it  a  firm  establish- 
ment in  public  opinion,  and  remove  whatever 
prejudice*  may  remain.  Under  this  persuasion, 
we  are  induced  hero  to  make  a  remark,  tend- 
ing to  con  Arm  the  distinction  already  adverted 
to,  and  to  point  out  more  strongly  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  House  of  Refuge.  The  confine- 
ment of  an  adult  in  a  Prison,  for  an  offence 
committed,  Is  always  attended  with  reproach. 
It  fixes  a  stigma  upon  bis  character,  sufficient, 
in  general,  to  exclude  him  from  honest  asso- 
ciation and  employment.  Who  will  receive 
into  his  service,  or  his  company,  a  man  that 
issues  from  the  Penitentiary,  with  the  stains 
of  the  Prison  upon  him  ?  The  children  from 
the  Refuge  are  not  thus  marked.  They  are 
bound  out  from  the  House,  without  difficulty, 
to  respectable  masters,  who  receive  them  into 
their  service  in  honest  occupations,  and  place 
them  upon  a  footing  with  their  other  appren- 
tices. And  this  they  do,  with  a  full  knowledge 
that  they  are  from  the  Refuge :  for  the  fact  is 
apparent  upon  the  indentures  themselves,  and 
is  the  very  ground  of  the  binding.  They  bold 
the  apprentice  under  a  binding  by  the  House 
of  Refuge. 

It  is  true  that,  in  the  exercise  of  their  power 
of  binding,  the  managers  always  act  under  a 
sense  of  conscientious  obligation  to  the  per- 
sons they  contract  with,  and  do  not  bind  out 
an  inmate  till  they  feel  reasonably  assured, 
from  his  conduct  and  improvement  under  their 
care,  that  be  is  in  a  fit  state  to  be  received  by  a 
master.  If  (as  sometimes  happens)  they  find 
thai  a  boy  is  incorrigibly  vicious,they  done*  bind 
him  out.  The  value  of  any  assurance  the  man- 
agers are  thus  able  to  give,  must  be  founded,  it 
will  at  once  be  perceived, upon  the  bellef,tbat  the 
original  commitment  is  no  conclusive  proof  of 
bad  character,  and  that  careful  training  in  the 
House  has  had  the  effect  of  producing  a  visible 
change  of  deportment,  which  may  be  relied 
upon  to  continue,  If  he  be  properly  governed  in 
his  new  employment.  Let  the  same  hypothe- 
sis be  applied  to  adults  In  a  Prison — that  is  to 
say,  that  their  deportment  in  Prison  has  been 
satisfactory  to  those  set  over  them.  What 
would  be  the  value  of  such  an  assurance,  in 
the  estimation  of  those  who  might  be  asked  to 
employ  them  ? 

Tbis.then,is  the  natural  Judgment  of  mankind 
upon  the  subject.  However  the  reasons  of  it  may 
be  analysed,the  result  will  still  be  the  same,  that 
Is  to  say,  a  tacit  but  universal  confession,  that 
there  is  an  essential  difference  in  the  cases,  so 
great  as  to  lead  to  conclusions  directly  opposite, 
and  to  place  the  infant  object  of  confinement 
and  care,  upon  a  totally  distinct  footing  from  the 
adult  criminal,  who  has  suffered  the  penalty  of 
imprisonment   for   offence.     We   should   be 
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not  understand  the  leasoa  thus  conveyed.  It 
plainly  tells  us,  that  the  Refuge  Is  not  a  Prisoa 
—is  not,  properly  speaking,  a  place  of  punish 
meat,  nor  its  administration  la  any  sense  via- 
dictive.  The  purpose  of  the  estabUshsaent  is 
essentially  parental:  and  though  it  employs 
coercion  and  restraint,  irksome  it  may  be  to 
the  inmates,  and  against  their  will,  it  does  so 
for  their  own  benefit,  not  in  a  measure  propor- 
tioned to  their  offences,  or  graduated  by  the 
degree  of  criminality,  as  a  punishment,  but  to 
an  extent  adapted  to  their  exigencies,  and  suf- 
ficient to  save  them  from  destruction.  It 
finds  the  fulfilment  of  its  whole  design,  in 
seeking  to  prepare  them  for  a  manhood  of  in- 
dustry and  usefulness,  with  which  there  shall 
never  be  associated  any  recollection  of  having 
suffered  a  penalty  for  crime,  or  endured  the 
shame  and  contamination  of  a  Prison. 

As  a  place  of  confinement,  the  Refuge  affords 
to  society  all  the  security  which  confinement 
alone  can  give.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that, 
where  a  capability  of  doing  mischief  has  been 
manifested,  together  with  a  propensity  to  exert 
it,  restraint  is  indispensable,  whatever  may  oe 
the  age  of  the  person  in  whom  it  is  disclosed. 
Society  must  be  protected  from  depredatioa. 
Until  this  establishment  was  formed,  protec- 
tion was  afforded  (if  at  all)  by  commitment  to 
Prison.  Confinement  in  the  Refuge,  it  must 
be  admitted,  is  equally  effectual  for  the  purpose 
of  present  security.  There  Is  no  difficulty,  in- 
deed, in  proving  that  it  is  much  more  effectual. 
Every  one  who  is  conversant  with  criminal 
proceedings,  is  aware  of  the  difficulty  that  is 
experienced  in  executing  the  laws  against  inve- 
rt Ue  offenders.  The  natural  repugnance  that  is 
felt  to  their  imprisonment,  resists  a  prosecution 
at  every  step.  The  injured  party  refuses  to 
prosecute— witnesses  hold  back — the  magistrate 
endeavors  to  avoid  commitment ;  and  when  at 
last,  these  difficulties  being  overcome,  the  case 
is  brought  to  trial,  judges,  Jurors  and  bystand- 
ers  are  affected  by  sympathy  for  the  accused, 
and  concur  in  seeking  for  him  the  means  or 
escape.  It  thus  happens,  that,  of  the  many 
who  offend,  few  are  subjected  to  punishment. 
They  are  suffered  to  run  at  large,  with  an  as- 
surance of  impunity  which  co-operate*  pow- 
erfully with  other  causes  to  urge  them  on  in  a 
career  of  crime,  until  at  length  their  audacious 
and  repeated  misconduct  becomes  too  offensive 
to  be  endured.  Against  the  Refuge  no  such 
repugnance  is  felt,  because  its  character  is  en- 
tirely different  from  that  of  a  Prison;  and, 
therefore,  there  is  no  hesitation  in  taking  meas- 
ures against  youthful  delinquents,  because  it 
is  known  that  they  will  there  be  in  safety,  and 
treated  as  the  general  sense  of  mankind  agrees 
that  they  ought  to  be. 

The  greater  efficacy  thus  given  to  the  admin- 
istration of  the  laws,  is  but  a  small  item,  how- 
ever, in  the  aggregate  of  advantages  which  the 
establishment  is  capable  of  conferring  upon 
society.  A  Prison  makes  a  deep  and  dark  stain 
upon  those  who  enter  its  doors  as  criminals. 
They  seem  to  be  marked  by  it  as  a  degraded 
caste,  separated  from  the  honest  portion  of  the 
community,  and  condemned  to  the  association 
and  pursuits  of  the  unworthy.  They  feel  them- 
selves to  be  so  degraded,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
become  desperate  and  hardened,  preying  spun 
others  with  increased  wickedness,  until  they 
are  again  arrested  and  committed.  Their  way 
of  life  becomes  measurably  determined,  and 
their  lot  is  with  the  miserable  outcasts  whose 
reprobate  character  is  summed  up  in  the  de- 
nomination of  convicts.  It  may  be  that  there 
are  some  exceptions      It  is  to  be  hoped  that. 
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vnder  in  improved  system  of  Prison  discipline, 
they  will  be  more  numerous.  But,  in  general, 
the  ease  is  such  as  has  now  been  stated. 

A  residence  in  Prison,  besides  the  shame  and 
reproach  it  fastens  upon  its  tenants,  Is  very 
well  calculated  to  quicken  the  growth  of  vicious 
propensity.  Among  the  abandoned  occupants 
who  are  there  collected,  and  each  of  whom  has 
earned  his  title  to  reside,  by  the  commission 
of  crime,  it  is  not  at  alt  extraordinary  that  so 
great  a  perversion  of  reason  should  occur,  as 
actually  to  place  the  point  of  honor  upon  supe- 
rior boldness  and  address  in  criminal  enter- 
prise. A  school  of  vicious  instruction  is  thus 
formed,  the  pupils  in  which,  especially  those 
of  tender  age,  are  sure  to  come  out  worse  than 
they  went  in.  They  become  the  most  danger- 
ous offenders,  costly  from  their  depredations 
when  nt  large,  and  costly  for  their  support  when 
they  arc  confined. 

From  this  root  of  wide-spreading  mischief, 
also,  the  Refuge  is  free.  The  inmates  of  the 
establishment  are  not  associated  with  experi- 
enced and  aged  offenders,  nor  placed  in  the 
way  to  receive  vicious  instruction.  On  the 
contrary,  every  care  Is  taken  to  cultivate  their 
morals  and  train  them  into  habits  of  honest 
industry,  and,  if  possible,  to  efface  every  bad 
impression  that  may  have  been  made  upon 
them  before  they  came  into  the  House.  The 
contrast,  in  this  respect,  is  a  decided  one. 

Looking  only  to  the  welfare  of  society, 
without  regarding  the  welfare  of  the  inmates, 
it  will  thus  occur  to  every  one,  who  will  bestow 
a  single  moment's  reflection  upon  the  subject, 
that  the  public  security  is  promoted  to  the 
whole  extent  of  the  supply  of  matured  and  for- 
midable offenders  which  the  establishment  of 
the  Refuge  proposes  to  cut  off.  But  if  we  add 
to  this  a  reasonable  consideration  of  the  duty 
that  is  owing  to  the  children  of  poverty  on  their 
own  account— of  the  more  than  probability  that 
some,  nay,  that  many,  by  the  application  of 
Judicious  care,  at  a  moderate  expense,  may  be 
saved  from  a  life  of  infamy,  terminating  most 
commonly  in  premature  death— may  be  in- 
structed in  the  truths  which  concern  their 
temporal  and  eternal  happiness — may  be  formed 
into  habits  of  honest  industry,  and  qualified  to 
become  useful  and  respectable  citizens,  instead 
of  being  a  burthen  and  a  curse  to  themselves 
and  to  others — surely  it  cannot  be  a  question 
In  a  civilised  and  Christian  community  .whether 
such  an  institution  ought  to  be  maintained. 

By  the  law  for  incorporating  the  House  of 
Refuge,  the  age  of  twenty-one  for  males,  and 
eighteen  for  females,  Is  fixed  upon  as  the  limit 
of  those  who  are  to  be  received  into  the  House. 
In  proportion  as  those  who  are  committed  ap- 
proach that  age,  the  hope  of  an  Improvement  In 
their  character  is  diminished,  and  the  dispo- 
sition of  them  after  they  leave  the  House  placed 
beyond  the  managers.  Full  scope  for  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  establishment  to  operate,  is  af- 
forded only  when  the  age  of  the  inmate  allows 
a  sufficient  time  for  applying  the  discipline  and 
instruction  of  the  House,  and  afterwards  for 
binding  out.  The  latter,  indeed,  cannot  be 
conscientiously  and  safely  attempted,  until  the 
managers  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  inmate  is 
In  a  fit  state  to  be  put  out ;  and  then  no  master 
wUl  take  him,  unless  there  be  time  enough  left 
before  coming  of  age  (the  utmost  time  for 
which  he  can  be  bound)  to  afford  a  remunera- 
tion for  the  unrequited  expenses  of  the  early 
portion  of  apprenticeship.  It  happens,  too,  in 
most  instances,  that  persons  approaching  the 
designated  age  have  acquired  bad  habits,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  maturity  of  strength  and 
growth  which  render  them  difficult  to  manage, 
*ad  unfit  companions  for  taw  younger  inmates 


The  managers  tMnk  it  very  desirable  that 
these  things  should  be  borne  in  mind  by  magis- 
trates and  others  who  have  power  to  commit, 
and  that  none  should  be  sent  to  the  Refuge, 
who  have  attained  an  age  and  growth  which 
forbid  the  hope  of  bringing  them  beneficially 
under  the  influence  of  Its  discipline.  They  in- 
jure the  younger  inmates,  and  disturb  materi- 
ally the  order  of  the  establishment. 

In  the  investigations  to  which  the  duties  of 
the  managers  have  necessarily  invited  their 
attention,  they  have  learned  that  a  new  source 
of  juvenile  corruption  has  been  opened  in  this 
city,  which  deserves  to  "be  noticed.  They  al- 
lude to  what,  for  want  of  a  more  appropriate 
phrase,  may  be  called  children's  theatres.  As 
they  have  understood,  the  actors  and  the  au- 
dience are  minors  of  both  sexes,  though  it  is 
supposed  that  the  whole  is  under  the  direction 
and  for  the  benefit  of  adults.  They  are  estab- 
lished in  obscure  places :  the  price  of  admission 
is  low,  and  there  is  unlimited  license  in  them 
for  every  sort  of  vicious  indulgence.  They  are 
visited  by  stealth,  and  the  money  paid  for  ad- 
mission must  be  known,  by  those  who  receive 
it,  to  have  been  very  often  dishonestly  ac- 
quired, as  the  visitors  are  of  an  age  and  a  class 
not  to  have  money  of  their  own.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  such  establishments  are  com- 
mon nuisances,  obnoxious  to  prosecution  and 
punishment,  and  that  It  is  in  the  power  of 
the  law,  as  it  is  manifestly  for  the  interest  of 
the  public,  to  break  them  up.  This  notice,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  sufficient  to  engage  the  attention 
of  those  to  whom  it  especially  belongs  to  guard 
the  public  peace  and  safety,  and  to  apprize 
them  of  the  existence  of  an  evil  of  which  they 
may  not  have  been  heretofore  informed. 

The  accounts  herewith  will  show  the 
amount  expended  during  the  year.  Employ- 
ment is  necessary  for  the  sake  of  those  under 
their  charge,  that  they  may  acquire  habits  of 
industry,  and  avoid  the  evils  of  idleness ;  but 
considering  their  age,  their  want  of  skill,  and 
that,  by  the  time  they  are  so  advanced  as  to  be 
able  to  afford  some  remuneration.it  becomes 
proper  to  bind  them  out,  no  calculation  ought 
to  be  indulged  that  they  will  contribute  any 
very  considerable  amount  towards  their  own 
support.  The  managers,  however,  use  every 
effort  to  render  their  labor  productive.  The 
elder  boys  are  now  employed  in  shoemaking, 
bookbinding,  brass  nail  making*  manufacturing 
cane  seals  for  chairs  and  furniture  for  umbrel- 
las—the younger  ones  in  winding  bobbin.  The 
hours  of  the  girls,  not  spent  In  school,  are  fully 
occupied  in  making,  mending  and  washing 
for  the  House. 

In  the  expenditures  of  the  establishment, 
there  has  been  the  strictest  attention  to  econo- 
my. The  cost  of  maintaining  it  must  be  con- 
sidered with  reference  to  the  purposes  to  be 
accomplished,  which  do  not  admit  of  compar- 
ison with  any  other  institution.  If  the  benev- 
olent objects  contemplated  be  worthy  of  public 
support,  (of  which  there  is  now  no  doubt,)  the 
managers  hope  and  believe  that  the  needful 
means  will  be  supplied,  and  that  nothing  more 
will  be  required  than  a  continuance  of  the  same 
watchful  fidelity  in  their  administration. 

In  their  efforts  to  improve  the  morals  of  the 
inmates,  and  to  prepare  them  for  a  life  of  vir- 
tue, the  managers  continue  to  receive  the  be- 
nevolent and  efficient  aid  of  the  "Ladles 
Committee."  They  make  a  weekly  visit  to 
the  House,  and  with  that  delicate  and  correct 
perception,  combined  with  considerate  kind- 
ness, which  distinguishes  their  sex,  suggest 
and  promote  arrangements,  especially  in  the 
female  department,  conducive  to  the  great  pur- 
poses of  the  institution,  as  well  as  bestow  tJaaU 
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time  and  personal  exertions  in  observing  and 
assisting  tne  progress  of  their  good  work. 

The  Sabbath  day  Is  not  allowed  to  pass 
without  its  appropriate  improvement.  There 
is  religious  service  In  the  morning  and  in  the 
afternoon,  conducted  by  clergymen  of  the  dif- 
ferent denominations,  who  In  turn  occupy  the 
desk  in  the  chapel,  and  kindly  extend  the  ben- 
efit of  their  sacred  embassy  to  those  whose 
only  claim  is  their  need.  The  Sunday  schools 
are  gratuitously  superintended  by  a  gentleman 
of  decided  ability,  by  whom  they  nave  been 
reorganized  and  materially  improved.  Under 
his  direction  they  appear  to  be  producing  the 
best  fruits.  The  deportment  of  the  inmates  of 
both  sexes,  in  the  church,  and  in  the  schools, 
is  such  ns  to  justify  a  belief  that  the  efforts 
generously  made  in  their  behalf  by  their  in- 
structors, are  not  without  a  blessing. 

The  physicians  of  the  House  are  entitled  to 
the  acknowledgments  of  the  contributors  and 
the  managers,  for  the  promptness  and  zeal  they 
have  uniformly  manifested,  even  when  extra- 
ordinary claims  have  been  made  on  their  time 
and  attention.  Happily,  the  epidemic  cholera 
did  not  enter  the  House.  Not  a  single  case 
appeared  within  the  walls.  But  during  a  part 
of  the  season,  slighter  affections  prevailed,  of 
a  kindred  nature,  and.  subsequently,  there 
were  cases  of  scarlet  rever,  which,  however, 
did  not  in  any  instance  prove  fatal.  The  gen- 
eral good  habits  and  cleanliness  which  have 
prevailed,  have  been  conducive  to  health. 

The  managers  have  been  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  superintendent  and  matron  in  their 
respective  departments.  In  the  school,  a 
change  has  taken  place.  Mr.  John  O.  Taylor 
resigned  bis  situation,  as  teacher,  in  July  last, 
and  Mr.  Edmund  Neville  was  appointed  to 
succeed  him.  His  conduct  in  that  capacity 
has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  managers 
think  they  perceive  in  it  evidence  of  more  than 
ordinary  qualifications  for  the  employment. 
The  average  time  spent  by  the  inmates  in 
school  may  be  stated  at  four  hours  a  day. 
By  order  of  the  board, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  President. 
Attested— James  J.  Barclay,  Secretary  II.  R. 
Philadelphia,  May  1, 1833. 
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Report  on  the  Debtor*'  Apartment  of  the  Arch 
Street  Prison,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  Gibbon,  Chairman.  Read  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  March  15,  1833. 

From  an  abstract  of  cases  of  imprisonment  on 
execution  for  debts  under  one  dollar,  taken  from 
the  Prison  records  of  the  debtors*  apartment, 
in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  between 
the  1st  of  May  and  the  94th  of  September,  1830. 
It  appears  that  the  total  amount  of  debts,  in  40 
inch  cases  was  $93  40},  upon  which  the  costs 
were  $70  !?V— making  a  total  of  debts  and  costs 
$93  601.  Among  them  were  debts  of  9,  19,  95, 
and  37  cents !  Such  persons  are  generally 
brought  to  Prison  in  a  state  of  great  destitution 
and  misery— in  rags  and  wretchedness — upon 
what  are  styled  "  spite  actions." 

The  colonial  law  (which  has  continued  ob- 
ligatory since  our  revolution)  allows  magistrates 
cognisance,  without  esstoi,  of  sums  below  40 
■hillings,  or  $5  33|.  Prom  the*  1st  of  December, 
1699,  until  the  1st  of  December,  1830,  the  im- 
prisonments for  debts,  under  $5  33|.  in  the  Jail 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  being 


snOsitf  stsys/sxstaaass,  were  as  folio wt:  Nius- 
ber  of  esses,  439 ;  total  number  of  days  in  cos- 
finement,  3393 ;  total  amount  of  debts,  $1488 13 ; 
costs  imposed  on  the  above  cases,  $834  58.  Of 
these,  364  cases  were  discharged  by  varioss 
processes,  without  satiafyiug  the  creditors  !  It  ap- 
pears, then,  that  the  payment  of  the  sums  due  Is 
defeated  by  the  rigorous  enforcement  of  the  ul- 
timate process  for  recovery.  Of  the  439  coses, 
but  68  ever  paid  the  creditors  a  cent,  and  the 
'  total  amount  altogether  paid  was  the  small 
sum  of  $160  68— after  the  prisoners  who  poii 
had  suffered  914  days'  confinement  in  HUuus. 

It  is  calculated  that  the  labor  lost  during  the 
imprisonment  of  these  individuals,  would  have 
settled  the  whole  amount  of  the  debts  which 
were  paid,  and  that  there  is  an  absolute  loss  u> 
the  community,  even  when  the  money  is  event- 
ually produced.  Thirteen  of  the  cases  paid  it- 
pear  to  have  been  for  militia  Jtac*,  the  whole 
amount  for  which  was  $96,  enforced  by  the 
power  delegated  to  the  collectors. 

The  prisoners  confined  in  the  debtors'  apart- 
ment or  the  Arch  Street  Jail,  are  variously  af- 
fected by  the  provisions  of  the  laws,  and  are 
very  differently  circumstanced,  according,  to  the 
sums  for  which  they  are  indebted— their  edu- 
cation, character,  condition  of  life,  and  means. 
Some  are  seen  there  who  have  spent  their  lives 
In  extravagance  and  riot— others  who  hare 
been  unfortunate  in  trade,  either  from  neglect 
or  from  unavoidable  influences  attendant  upon 
commercial  changes,  without  design  of  fraud. 
Many  there  are  whom  misery,  ignorance,  tad 
misfortunes  expose  to  severe  temptations,  and 
who  are  often  urged  by  instinctive  sensa- 
tions, perverted  by  disease,  to  overcome  the 
recollection  of  their  distresses  or  their  cruses 
in  intoxication.  Sometimes  an  honest  and  so- 
ber, though  poor  man.  is  exposed  to  the  action 
of  laws  which  needlessly  injure  when  they 
should  protect  him. 

When  we  reflect  that  the  families  of  the  debt- 
ors, destitute  of  support,  which  is  ordinarily  ob- 
tained from  the  daily  exertions  of  the  necessi- 
tous, oAen  become  paupers,  and  draw  largely 
on  the  county  funds  for  out  of  door  support,  or 
as  inmates  of  the  Aims-Houses,  we  feci  strongly 
urged  to  offer  a  sketch  of  the  miseries  w  turn 
attend  the  operation  of  the  present  laws,  in  a 
populous  district  like  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia. 

In  doing  so,  your  committee  do  but  repeat  the 
sentiments  and  expressions  of  gentlemen,  who, 
with  untiring  industry,  have  scrutinised  the 
practical  action  of  the  present  system,  which 
operates  most  severely  on  the  poorest  of  the 
poor,  and  often  also  on  the  honest  and  indus- 
trious, who  are  frequently  prevented  from  ef- 
fecting their  liberation),  on  account  of  the  hrary 
accumulated  costs  to  some  of  the  officiating 
magistrates.  As  the  laws  are  now  arranced, 
honesty  of  intention  and  purpose  has  no  pref- 
erence over  roguery :  it  would  seem  that  the 
greater  the  fraud  the  setter  is  it  provided  for. 
A  man  who  is  a  rogue  in  transactions  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars,  may  obtain  bail,  appeal,  or 
escape.  He  whose  misery  induces  him  to  con- 
tract a  debt  of  a  few  rents,  has  no  appeal  or 
stay  of  execution — is  often  dragged  from  his 
work  without  lime  or  opportunity  to  advise  his 
fsmily  of  his  confinement — he  is  prevented 
from  obtaining  the  means  of  discbargmi  fare 
debt  by  his  labor— is  initiated  in  various  tricks 
to  defraud  in  future — and  leaves  the  Prison  in 
a  state  of  greater  destitution,  and  with  hrs  moral 
feeling  more  depraved,  than  when  he  entered  it. 
In  the  language  of  an  intelligent  prisoner,  the 
Jail,  as  now  organised,  is  *«  a  direst  mamu/betorf 
for  rogues  i"  and  the  evils  brought  upon  tbs 
community  at  large,  la  eaaseqaeacs  of  hs 
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10,  or  19  prisoners  are  generally  lodged  in  a 
room ;  the  colored  are  separated  from  the 
whites.  The  lawt  of  Pennsylvania  do  not  al- 
low the  arrest  or  imprisonment  of  females  for 
debt ;  an  act  to  that  effect  was  passed  the  8th 
of  February,  1819.  There  were  no  deaths  by 
cholera  in  the  debtors'  apartments ;  after  that 
disease  became  so  fatal  among  the  untried  pris- 
oners, the  debtors  were  all  discharged,  except 
ono  white  man  and  two  colored  boys,  who  were 
retained  as  witnesses  for  the  commonwealth. 

There  was  no  alteration  in  the  usual  provis- 
ion for  the  maintenance  of  poor  debtors,  until 
the  cholera  broke  out  in  the  Jail,  when  soup 
was  sent  from  the  criminal  side,  and  was  con- 
tinued to  the  new  corners  until  the  month  of 
September,  by  order  of  the  inspectors.  The 
debtors  are  described  as  generally  possessing 
better  constitutions  than  those  in  the  criminal 
apartments.  But  poor  debtors,  who  enter  with 
intemperate  habits,  are  often  affected  by  the 
convulsions  attendant  upon  this  state,  which 
are  sometimes  relieved  by  the  administration 
of  ardent  spirits,  to  which  they  have  been  long 
accustomed, ana  which  were  given  as  the  only 
means  to  preserve  life  to  which  the  keeper  had 
access.  Until  lately  there  was  no  arrangement 
for  an  hospital  in  the  debtors1  apartment — there 
are  no  attendants  for  the  sick — no  medicines  in 
the  keeper's  hands  for  immediate  relief— no  ad- 
ditional nourishment  when  the  patient  becomes 
convalescent — no  bedding— nor  supplies  of 
clothing,  or  for  washing,  for  comfort  or  clean- 
liness, beyond  the  scanty  provision  of  the  law. 
The  poorest  debtors  receive  one  five  cent 
loaf  of  bread,  daily,  from  the  county,  and  have 
each  the  use  of  two  blankets,  some  of  which 
are  not  of  sufficient  length.  It  is  the  design 
that  the  loaf  of  bread  should  weigh  1}  pounds 
— but  it  is  often  deficient  in  weight :  they  do 
not  bake  in  the  debtors'  apartment,  but  buy 
5  cent  loaves  of  wheat  bread  from  the  bakers. 
As  flour  rises  in  price,  the  loaf  of  bread  dimin- 
ishes in  weight.  The  keeper  weighed  the 
bread  on  the  28th  of  December,  and  found  1\ 
lb*,  in  each  loaf;  he  asserted  that  it  was  some- 
times even  lighter— not  more  than  1  pound  in 
weight. 

The  poorer  debtors  have  nothing,  by  law,  but 
bread,  water,  and  the  blankets — a  zoom  and 
fire.  Those  in  good  circumstances,  or  who 
have  friends,  are  supplied  with  the  necessaries 
of  lift  ;  with  beds  and  other  conveniences,  and 
afford  some  assistance  to  the  others,  whom  Uiey 
employ  in  various  menial  offices.  The  nio*t  de- 
cent generally  mess  together,  and  the  poorest 
get  the  remnants:  these  last  sleep  upon  the 
floors,  and  pick  up  what  they  can  find  about 
the  Prison. 

The  debtors  prepare  various  articles  of  food 
provided  by  their  friends,  or  from  reserved 
funds.  The  apartments  are  in  consequence  in 
a  dirty  condition.  The  prisoners  cook  and 
wash  for  themselves,  or  for  one  another.  When 
they  are  extremely  wretched  and  filthy,  some 
rule  to  assist  in  enforcing  cleanliness,  of  per- 
son and  clothing,  may  be  proper,  should  the 
present  laws  for  imprisonment  be  continued. 
If  there  were  convenient  means  provided,  the 
keeper  believes  they  would  generally  be  used. 

The  keeper  of  the  debtors'  apartment  con- 
siders his  prisoners  better  fed,  on  the  whole, 
than  the  untried  prisoners  and  criminals  in  the 
Arch  Street  Jail ;  but  they  were  not,  by  any 
means,  so  much  crowded  upon  the  accession 
of  the  cholera. 

In  a  law  of  the  4th  of  April,  1792,  it  is  stated, 
"  whereas  many  persons  confined  for  debt  in 
the  Prinon  called  the  debtors'  apartment,  in 
the  riry  of  Philadelphia,  are  so  poor  as  to  be 
unabie  to  procure  food  for  their  sustenance,  or 


fuel,  or  covering,  in  the  winter  season,  sad 
it  is  inconsistent  with  humanity  to  suffer  them 
to  want  the  common  necessaries  of  life."  If 
Was  then  enacted  that  the  inspectors  sbooM 
attend,  examine  and  Inspect  the  Prison  at  lets: 
once  a  week — to  provide  fuel  and  blankets  ai 
the  expense  of  the  county,  for  such  of  the  pri*- 
onera  as  were  incapable  of  obtaining  them,  *y 
rsesea  e/peverrv,  and  to  make  an  allowance  of 
7  cent*  per  day,  for  food,  to  each  of  such  poor 
debtors,  to  be  paid  weekly  by  the  creditor* ; 
upon  whose  refusal  lo  pay,  after  ten  da>  i '  notice 
of  said  allowance,  the  poor  debtor  shall  be  dis- 
charged. We  may  now  doubt  whether  it  it 
"  consistent  with  humanity"  to  imprison  nek  j 
descrifdom.  of  persons  mt  all  for  debt. 

By  the  law  of  the  2Cth  March,  18U,  common!? 
entitled  "  the  Bread  Act,"  every  person  con- 
fined for  any  debt  or  debts,  none  of  which  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  15  dollars,  exclusive  of  rotb, 
who  shall  have  remained  so  eonlmed  for  ine 
apace  of  30  days,  shall  be  discharged,  and  am  li- 
able to  be  again  imprisoned  for  the  same.  Tbe 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  Is  authorized  to  f.x  a 
daily  allowance,  net  exceeding  20  cenU,  ft*  all 
such  poor  insolvent  debtors  as  are  confined. 
without  property  sufficient  to  support  them.  The 
creditor  is  required  (upon  notice  given  br  tbe 
keeper  of  tbe  debtors'  apartment)  to  pay  it* 
said  allowance  at  the  Prinon  every  Mondu 
morning,  while  the  debtor  continues  iu  Jail. 
On  failure  whereof,  for  tbe  apace  of  3  dsvf,  t!» 
debtor  applies  to  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  tVm- 
mon  Pleas,  and  upon  inquiry,  and  proof  mot  he 
is  destitute,  the  law  declares  he  shall  be  /-.-:*- 
with  discharged,  and  shall  not  be  again  iinpru- 
oned  for  the  same  debt  or  debts. 

In  order  that  tbe  imprisoned  debtor  mav  Fend 
his  petition  for  release  to  the  court,  statili,!  Mai 
the  creditor  has  declined  or  neglected  to  pav  rte 
bread  money,  an  officer  is  necessary  ;  for  «.1» 
law  does  not  impose  this  duty  upon  any  enr 
nxparticular ;  and  an  expense  of$l  50  »  char;,  •! 
against  the  poor  debtor  for  the  fulfilment  i.f  it.* 
process,  before  he  can  be  liberated.  Thi*,  in 
some  instances,  delays  tbe  discharge,  cuuiraiy 
to  the  intent  of  the  act. 

The  cost  of  this  process  should  not  he  placed 
against  the  prisoner,  who  is  avowed  I  v  r»  u 
discharged  because  he  has  not  the  mean*  «•• 
pay  the  debt  for  which  he  it  confined.    Tl.i  iu 
appears  no  impropriety,  should  the  present  *v*- 
tem  remain  in  force,  in  making  the  law  nMi 
gatory  upon  the  sheriff  or  keeper,  to  give  dm 
notice  to  the  judge ;  and  when  the  creditor  arc 
lects  or  refuses  to  pay  the   bread   lutmev,  to 
discbarge  the  prisoner  forthwith,  after  due  in- 
quiry by  the  judge,  and  without  any  <har*t.    1=. 
a  law  of  the  24th  July,  ltfsB,  it  is  enarsed  that 
»*  The  keeper  of  the  debtors'  apartment,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  shall  have  and  receive  tin' 
annual  sum  of  $700,  in  quarterly  pay  menu,  i.i 
lieu  of  all  fees  from  the  county  stock,  for  ku  ten, 
trouble  and  eerrice*,  and  those  of  his  as«i*latit  or 
aasistants."    The  sheriff  of  the  county  and  I»m 
deputy  have  charge  of  the  debtors'  apartment, 
which  is  under  the  supervision  of  15  iiivprrtor*, 
who  are  chosen  by  the  corporations  of  the  ritv 
of  Philadelphia,  and  those  of  the  surround ir.'< 
incorporated  districts.  There  are  6  from  the  cit>, 
4  from  the  N.  Liberties,  4  from  South  war  k,  sdU 
1  from  Penn  township.    The  same  in«p«rtur> 
have  also  authority  over  the   cunvicu  in  the 
Walnut  Street  Prison,  and  the  untried  prison 
ersin  the  Arch  Street  Jail.    The  New  t.'oun.-v 
Prison,  which  is  arranged  to  hold  4lto  person*  m 
solitary  confinement.besides  30  in  the  intirman , 
will,  when  finished,  take    the   place  of  tit- 
Arch  and  Walnut  Streets  Prisons,  for  untrn-i 
prisoners   and  convicts  sentenced  for  a  teiw 
not  exceeding  one  year.    All  condemned  fox  a 
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»nr  period  win  be  vent  to  the  Eastern  Peni- 
ontiary.  If  imprisonment  for  debt  s hall  be  con- 
In  nod,  a  new  establishment  will  be  necessary 
br  debtors  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia.  And 
wv  enactments  and  separate  inspection  may 
w  considered  essential. 

In  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  no  person 
tan.  be  imprisoned  for  a  debt  under  $13  33. 
Sovernor  Dtnsmore,  at  the  last  session,  repeated 
lis  predecessor's  recommendation  to  the  legis- 
ature,  tn  consider  the  subject  of  entire  ex- 
amotion  for  all  sums. 

In  Massachusetts,  a  law  has  existed  for  some 
rears,  exempting  persons  from  imprisonment  for 
lebt  of  sums  under  $5.  In  Marco,  1831,  its  op- 
tratkm  was  extended  to  all  debts  under  $10 ; 
ind  by  this  act,  700  persons,  It  is  thought,  were 
awed  from  imprisonment  In  one  year,  in  that 
Sate.  Females,  as  in  Pennsylvania,  hare  long 
ie«a  wholly  exempted. 

In  Connecticut,  females  are  not  liable  to  Ira- 
vteoament.  Any  poor  debtor  who  is  impris- 
med,  may  take  the  oath  of  insolvency,  and  be 
UscBarged  in  four  days. 

In  New  York,  a  law  was  passed,  April,  1831, 
1  to  abolish  Imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  pun- 
sh  fraudulent  debtors."  It  went  into  operation 
n  March,  1839.  and  in  a  few  months  cleared 
he  debtors*  Jails  of  their  Inmates  ;  and  so  far, 
we  understand,  it  meets  the  general  spproba- 
ioa  of  the  community  there.  A  vast  deal  of 
potty  litigation  is  thus  prevented,  manifestly  to 
he  advantage  of  society. 

In  Kentucky,  imprisonment  for  debt  was 
wholly  abolished  upwards  of  9  years  ago ;  and 
ibundant  testimony  can  be  adduced,  to  show 
that  the  practical  operation  Is  a  beneficial  one ; 
credit  is  in  no  wise  impaired ;  and  business  is 
conducted  on  fairer  and  more  honorable  terms. 

In  Europe,  this  long  neglected  subject  is  elicit- 
ing public  attention. 

In  Great  Britain,  the  common  law  commis- 
lioners  have  the  subject  under  consideration, 
ind  if  they  should  not  come  to  the  determina- 
tion of  recommending  the  abolishment  of  ar- 
rest for  debt,  they  will  probably  propose  many 
improvements  upon  the  present  practice. 

In  France,  imprisonment  on  mesne  or  original 
meets,  is  unknown.  The  old  law,  allowing 
imprisonment  on  execution  or  final  process,  has 
recently  been  modified  and  limited,  by  an  act 
>f  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  French  subjects 
ire  not  now  liable  to  imprisonment,  unless  they 
become  Involved  in  debts  of  a  commercial  na- 
ture, and  then  only  in  cases  where  the  debt, 
independent  of  interest  and  costs,  amounts  to 
U0  francs,  or  upwards.  Women,  minors,  and 
persons  above  70  yeflrs  of  ape,  are  always,  for 
ill  sums,  entirely  exempted  from  arrest  and 
imprisonment. 

By  doing  away  with  imprisonment  for  debt 
altogether,  or  for  sums  of  certain  limited 
imount,  greater  care  is  required  of  those  who 
roluntarily  permit  them  to  be  contracted  ;  trans- 
itions of  business  are  placed  upon  a  more  re- 
iponsible  footing;  and  many  oppressions  are 
prevented. 

The  committee  have  mentioned,  that  wit- 
nesses are  confined  in  the  debtors'  apartment. 
This  is  by  an  act  of  3d  April,  1831,  which  di- 
rects that  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  com mon- 
s/eaJtb,  who  are  unable  to  find  surety,  are  to 
lie  confined  in  the  debtors'  apartment,  to  be 
detained,  except  in  capital  cases,  no  longer  than 
the  sitting  of  the  court  at  which  the  indictment 
may  be  found.  Every  pernon  so  committed, 
that  I  be  treated  in  every  respect,  during  his  or 
tier  confinement,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  by 
law  provided  in  the  case  of  insolvent  debtors: 
tnd  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  to  ex- 
imino  into  the  condition  of  the  several  persons 


so  committed,  to  And  them  fuel,  bedding,  and 
necessary  clothing,  and  to  pay  to  the  keeper,  for 
the  support,  maintenance  and  use  of  such  wit- 
ness, the  sum  of  two  dollars,  weekly,  dur- 
ing his  or  her  confinement.  These  witnesses 
are  sometimes  accessaries  to  crimen,  and  art 
kept  on  the  criminal  side,  and  have  the  same 
provision  as  the  untried  prisoners.  When  they 
become  state's  evidence,  by  confessing,  (to 
which  they  may  sometimes  be  urged  by  a 
knowledge  of  the  superior  provision  made  by 
law  for  witnesses  of  the  commonwealth,)  tbey 
are  transferred  to  the  debtors'  apartment,  and 
have  the  allowance  of  two  dollars  per  week ; 
for  it  would  be  hazardous  to  leave  them  with 
these  whom  tbey  have  compromised. 

Two  colored  lads,  about  IS  years  of  age,  both 
of  whom  had  been  in  service  previous -to  their 
Imprisonment,  were  confined  in  the  Prison  as 
witnesses,  from  the  month  of  June,  and  were 
still  there  on  the  96th  of  December,  when  the 
committee  visited  the  Jail.  Their  condition 
formed  a  strong  contrast  to  that  of  others  about 
•them,  being  well  fed  from  the  keeper's  table, 
cleanly  and  healthy,  but  satsuWsysd.  One  of 
these  boys  was  confined  to  give  evidence  of  a 
theft  of  15  dollars ;  the  other  witnessed  the  set- 
ting a  house  on  fire. 

In  the  same  room  with  them  was  a  poor  and 

Snorant  black  man,  who,  having  sued  his  em- 
oyer  for  a  sum  of  5  dollars,  which  he  believed 
was  due  him,  Judgment  was  rendered  against 
him.  His  employer  brought  a  balance  against 
the  man  of  50  cents;  the  costs  of  action 
amounted  to  S  dollars ;  and  for  these  sums  he 
remained  in  Prison,  receiving  a  loaf  of  bread  a 
day  from  the  county  funds.  The  committee  do 
not  pretend  in  any  case  to  Judge  between  the 
parties,  but  the  description  of  mothers  who  have 
left  their  children  in  the  street  at  the  time  of 
arrest,  and  have  been  months  in  this  Prison 
without  trial ;  of  fathers,  who  have  been  taken 
from  their  employments,  and  placed  in  confine- 
ment without  the  ability  of  informing  their 
families  of  their  situation  ;  of  strangers,  impris- 
oned because  they  were  ignorant  of  laws 
which  prohibited  acts  their  necessities  obliged 
them  to,  such  as  sleeping  in  the  market-places  ; 
the  wretched  out-door  condition  which  pre- 
pares such  persons  for  the  Jails ;  the  slight  of- 
fences punished  with  severity;  the  diseases 
and  exposure  endured  by  the  wretched  objects 
confined  iu  this  Prison, — incite  us  strongly  to 
press  upon  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  the 
consideration,  how  fur  the  present  laws  may  as- 
sist to  influence  these  effects. 

From  the  examinations  which  have  been 
made  by  the  committee,  tbey  think  it  impor- 
tant that  a  eeneral  inspection  of  the  condition 
of  the  county  Prisons,  and  a  general  system  of 
regulations  for  their  government  should  be  ar- 
ranged. They  therefore  offer  a  bill  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  for  these  purposes, 
as  well  as  an  act  for  the  abolition  of  imprison- 
ment for  debts  under  $5  33. 


Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  Local  Causes  of  Cholera  in  the 
Arch  Street  Pris  n,  m  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, to  inqidrt  into  the  Sufficiency  oftfte 
Legal  Pronisions  for  Vie  Maintenance  of 
untried  Prisoners  and  Debtors,  and  report 
Alterations  and  Amendments  unth  Respect 
to  the  Regulation*  affecting  thsAr  CowtV 


prison  macinjin  society. 


190 


Hon.  Mr.  Gibbon,  Chairman.  Read  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  21, 1833. 

REPORT 

Ok  tks  Jpartmsnt  ftr  Criminals  and  utUriei  Pris- 
oners, i»  tke  jtreh  Street  JaiL 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Howe  of 
Representative*,  'Mo  investigate  the  toco/ causes 
of  tin1  eicessive  mortality  by  cholera,  in  the 
Arch  Street  Priaon  la  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
during  the  month  of  July  Ian— to  inquire  into 
the  sufficiency  of  the  legal  provision*  for  the 
maintenance  of  untried  prisoners  and  debtore— 
and  to  report  each  alterations  and  amendments 
with  respect  to  the  regulations  affecting  the 
condition  of  these  persons,  as  may  protect  them 
and  the  public  from  the  danger  of  similar  con- 
sequences In  future/'  report  :— 

That  in  pursuance  or  the  above  resolution, 
the  committee  have  visited  the  Arch  Street 
Prison,  and  various  other  public  institutions 
calculated  for  the  reception  of  criminal*  and 
paupers,  debtors  and  untried  prisoners,  la  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  have  pro- 
cured from  various  sources  of  authority  the  fol- 
lowing details  ; — 

The  first  case  of  cholera  that  occurred  In  the 
Arch  Street  Prison,  was  noticed  on  tlie  13th  of 
July,  which,  although  prescribed  for  at  the  time 
as  cholera  morbus  of  an  ordinary  character, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  physician  who  at- 
tended the  prisoners  in  that  Jail,  have  after- 
wards been  considered  an  undoubted  case  of 
epidemic  cholera.  This  disease  Is  said  to  have 
first  apiieared  In  Philadelphia  on  the  Ath  of  July, 
but  did  not  fairly  make  its  attack  until  the  97th 
or  feith  of  that  month,  although  several  cases 
were  scattered  about  the  city  and  its  precincts. 
It  raped  iniwt  fiercely  there  from  about  the 
4th  to  the  S&l  of  August.  On  the  30th  of  July, 
the  dnv  the  epidemic  cholera  broke  out  decided- 
ly in  the  Arch  Street  Jail,  there  were  confined 
in  the  crimin.il  apartments  of  that  Prison,  170 
men  and  110  women,  besides  .10  in  the  debtors' 
apartment,  making  a  total  of  310  persons  of 
different  ages.  The  committee  are  informed, 
that  the  general  average  of  committals  to  the 
criminal  side  of  this  Prison,  is  from  19  to  15  a 
day.  There  were  13  new  prisoners  who  en- 
tered upon  the  29th  July,  and  94  were  sent 
in  ou  the  IHKh.  In  the  month  of  June  preced- 
ing, there  had  been  Ml  committals  to  this  Pris- 
on ;  during  the  month  of  July,  .Y.W ;  in  August, 
there  were  908 ;  and  in  September,  437. 

The  disease  first  appeared  in  the  women's 
apartment*,  in  the  person  of  a  female  vagrant, 
who  had  only  been  a  day  or  two  in  the  house. 
Those  prisoners  who  had  recently  entered  the 
Jail,  suffered  the  most,  and  were  generally  af- 
fected the  first  by  the  cholera ;  in  some  cases 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  their  confine- 
ment. They  were,  however,  principally  old 
vagrants,  who  were  constantly  In  and  out  of 
the  Jail.  Home,  also,  who  had  been  two  years 
confined  there,  died  of  the  disease.  The  pris- 
oners were  principally  untried  or  vagrants.  The 
other  convicts  did  not  exceed  eight  or  ten,  who 
were  chiefly  imprisoned  for  minor  offences  ;  one 
was  a  prisoner  of  the  United  States,  for  pass- 
ing counterfeit  money.  On  the  9d  of  August 
there  were  13  new  cases  of  cholera  in  the  Jail, 
and  4  or  5  old  cases ;  there  had  been  two  deaths, 
and  the  number  of  the  diseased  appeared  rapidly 
increasing.  The  rooms  used  as  hospitals  he- 
came  crowded,  and  the  sick  were  brought  into 
the  great  hall.  There  was  an  Interval  of  sev- 
eral dny*  before  the  epidemic  occurred  on  the 
men's  side:  when  it  did,  it  seemed,  according 
to  the  description  of  a  keeper,  "  like  a  shock  of 
electricity  " 


The  cries,  shrieks  and  groans  of  the  sick  asa 
dying;  the  frantic  desperation  and  agony  of 
those  who  were  eager  to  escape  ;  and  tl*e  dife- 
culty,  at  the  moment,  of  deciding  upon  all  tat 
points  of  moat  interest  to  the  welfare  uf  lb* 
prisoners  and  that  of  the  public  ;  are  describes1 
as  in  the  highest  degree  distressing  and  embar- 
rassing to  those  who  had  them  hi  charge.  Oa 
the  night  of  the  4th  of  August,  the  discard  wen 
so  numerous  upon  the  floors  of  the  encash* 
halls,  that  the  keepers  had  difficulty  to  avail 
treading  upon  them,  as  they  performed  ihek 
duties.  About  eighty  persona  were  lying  dead, 
dying  or  aufleriec,  with  this  epidemic,  in  lb* 
building.  The  dead  were  ners asaiir>  kept  al 
night  In  tke  Jail,  because  the  keepers  fi-ared  to 
open  the  doors,  lest  the  prisoners,  for  whu*e  my 
eurity  they  were  responsible,  should  atleaipt  lo 


On  the  "  fatal  Sunday,"  as  it  is  called  nt  tbt 
Prison,  the  5th  of  August,  the  chief  keeper,  be- 
wildered with  fatigue  and  almost  in  a  state  of 
derangement,  called  upon  the  recorder  of  tat 
city  early  in  the  morning,  to  report  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Prison,  and  to  beg  thai  the  prinnen 
might  be  released.  The  urgency  of  the  case  wn 
such  that,  after  conouhiag  ana  arranging  »ak 
some  of  the  inapectora  of  the  Jail,  many  of  tat 
priaonera  were  discharged  upon  their  nan  re- 
cognisance, with  a  protest  by  the  magistrate, 
that  be  had  no  legal  right  to  do  so,  bat  that,  hi 
his  opinion,  the  necessity  of  the  case  amply  ja> 
tirted  the  act.J 

Some  of  the  moat  medacable  of  the  sick  were 
seat  to  the  cholera  hospitals  provided  by  tat 
city  councils,  in  antkipatioo  of  the  aceesawa  of 
tfah>  disease.  Thirteen  of  the  moat  senou*  of- 
fenders were  taken,  guarded,  to  a  watch  hisjie 
in  the  vicinity ;  some  medical  gentlemen  and 
other  private  ciflaena,  an  well  aa  the  county 
commissioners,  advanced  sums  of  money  tu  re- 
lease the  debtors,  or  became  surety  for  ibeai; 
and  as  speedily  as  possible,  aid  wasVoliiiiifered 
or  obtained  to  attend  the  sick,  cleanse  Uir  Pris- 
on, and  make  other  necessary  and  suitable  pro- 
visions. 

The  behavior  of  the  prisoners  preceding  their 
discharge,  is  thought  worthy  of  notice.  They 
twice,  in  a  furious  and  mutinous  niauuer, 
rushed  towards  the  keeper  to  inquire,  "  if  tbey 
were  to  he  kept  to  die  there?"  He  pmmined 
promptly  to  make  arrangements  for  their  rtlief, 
by  which  they  were  in  some  degree  panned. 
The  keeper  remarked  to  the  committer,  thif  it 
was  surprising  to  see  the  exertions  of  ill*  pris- 
oners, without  hesitation,  to  assist  each  »tt.er, 
"showing  they  still  possessed  human  it)  tu  a 
very  great  degree ;"  some  were  taken  tick 
while  nursing  and  rubbing  others.  The  apjoy 
of  the  spasms  caused  the  most  violent  "  *r  arch- 
ing, screaming  and  bellowing:"  such  ui>  the 
language  of  an  eye  witness,  who  said  thi  >  ftrn- 
erally  cried  out  eicessively  when  first  ai.'arked. 
There  was  no  shrinking  from  their  attrnui-nsto 
one  another,  although  there  was  no  power  dur- 
ing the  day  to  compel  those  unaffected  tu  n  I.rve 
the  sick,  for  they  could  have  sought  reiu^r  in 
the  yard  of  toe  Jail ;  but  the  keeper  "  m  ver 
heard  an  instance  of  refusal  by  a  prisomr,  dur- 
ing this  period,  to  assiat  the  sick  when  ret|in-»ied 
to  do  so."  Five  prisoners  about  to  be  due  barged 

*  Bjr  art  of  4th  Aj.riJ,  ISfT :  ••  If  «nj  Jatfrr  Mrti:  V  w- 

vktril  of  tMTiof,  by  hia  orgifmcr,  aufleml  an>    ri^a* 

commnu-d  to  tua  cuctudy  Ui  riu|«,  he  ttaall  tut¥u  air.  paf, 

for  ettry  ntck  qftnrr,  a  sum  not  ezcei-diog  ihrr--  ■:■  .  -jad 

dollar*. 

t  Hj  a  Uw  of  l(Xh  April,  17sa,  the  )•*!*»■•  *.•  it*  fr 
prrmt  Ojvrt,  or  any  two  of  tbfw,  an>  auUwni  :  -  ■!•** 
At  aktrif  to  rrmorr  from  amy  rk-afileBtul  .iaiifr-  '.v  jn- 
nwin  who  may  be  eotiflnnl  in  tb*>  Jul  i.r  ihr  my  :»»  :c.<--siy 
of  PMbuMsaw.  to  Midi  plaec  of  mfny  u  Uw?  im;  laws 
owpw,la;aaf^ita«ofaaasJsrt»sftssr 
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on  Sunday,  agreed  to  remain  upon  a  promise 
of  compensation  ;  one  of  them  received  ten  dol- 
lar*, the  others  five  dollars  each.  These  men 
were  confined  upon  charges  of  larceny:  they 
were  urged  by  their  wants  to  remain.  It  was 
considered  meritorious  in  them  to  do  *o,  a*  they 
matt  have  been  strongly  tempted  to  depart,  by 
their  experience  of  the  fatal  etfVcts  of  the  disor- 
der. They  showed  great  willingness  to  aid  in 
the  most  revolting  duties,  for  this  coin pamtivcly 
trifling  remuneration ;  none  of  them,  we  are 
told,  became  sick  of  the  cholera,  although  they 
were  generally  intemperate. 

Of  the  thirteen  prisoners  selected  as  the  most 
criminal,  not  ono  died  of  the  disease ;  they 
went  out  of  the  Jail  on  Sunday  morning,  and  in 
some  days  after  were  returned  again,  when  the 
Prison  had  been  purified.  A  robust  black  man, 
of  violent  character,  confined  for  an  assault  for 
*■%  or  nine  months,  and  who  was  described  as 
netting  drunk  occasionally,  was  promised  his 
pardon  if  he  would  help  out  with  the  dead, 
which  he  did.  The  governor  pardoned  him; 
he  was  not  affected  by  the  disease. 

On  the  night  of  the  4th  of  August,  two  cart 
loads  of  coffins  were  sent  to  the  Jail,  by  the 
coroner,  whose  certificate  declares  that  "be- 
tween the  2d  and  the  10th  of  August,  he  caused 
to  be  buried  from  the  Arch  Street  Prison  49  per- 
sona.'* This  account  of  the  number  of  deaths, 
we  are  assured,  is  the  lowest ;  for  the  coroner 
la  not  prepared  to  say  there  were  no  more  ;  the 
grave-digger  cannot  certify  with  accuracy  ;  and 
the  keepers,  overcome  with  fatigue  or  disease 
and  the  excessive  accumulation  of  duties,  are 
not  positive  of  the  number  who  died.  The 
chief  keeper  attempted  to  register  tbem,  but 
was  unable  to  proceed.  Prisoners  enter  the 
Jail  at  different  times  by  different  names,  which 
are  placed  upon  the  books,  according  to  their 
declarations,  although  they  are  known  to  their 
fellow  prisoners  by  other  names.  It  was  im- 
possible, upon  such  an  occasion,  for  the  usual 
investigations  to  be  made.  We  have,  therefore, 
no  accurate  enumeration  of  the  deaths  during 
this  terrible  catastrophe.  Indeed  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  the  ordinary  details  of  duty  should, 
under  such  circumstances,  be  fulfilled.  The 
keepers,  nurses  and  physicians,  were  generally 
subjected  to  the  influences  of  the  epidemic,  and 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree  suffered  from  them. 
A  member  of  the  Society  for  alleviating  the  mis- 
eries of  public  Prisons,  who  carefully  investi- 
gated this  subject,  thinks  the  total  mortality, 
until  the  10th  August,  amounted  to  fifty -two, 
including  those  sent  to  the  cholera  hospitals, 
those  in  the  Prison,  and  two  who  were  found 
dead  on  the  roads  some  distance  from  the  city, 
having  sunk  under  the  disease  after  being  dis- 
charged from  the  Jail.  About  ten  died  after 
that  date,  making,  by  his  estimation,  a  total  of 
sixty-two  deaths.  Another  gentleman  of  this 
society  states  the  total  number  at  about  eighty, 
and  a  third  mentions  fifty-seven.  It  is  Impossi- 
ble to  decide  the  exact  number  who  died. 

The  ordinary  daily  allowance  for  each  untried 
prisoner,  or  vagrant,  and  disorderly,  profane 
and  intemperate  person  confined  in  the  Arch 
Street  Jail,  at  all  seasons,  is,  for  breakfast,  five 
gills  of  molasses  and  water,  and  half  a  pound 
of  bread,  made  of  rye  ana  Indian  meal ;  for 
dinner,  one  pound  of  rye  bread  each,  and  five 

Jjlls  or  soup— the  soup  is  made  of  five  quarts  of 
ndian  and  five  quarts  of  rye  meal,  and 
eighteen  pounds  of  beef,  for  the  average  num- 
ber of  prisoners  usually  confined  there,  which 
exceeds  two  hundred  and  fifty.  They  have  no 
allowance  for  supper,  but  they  sometimes  re- 
tain the  bread,  to  be  eaten  in  the  evening.  It 
should  be  mentioned,  that  two  bushels  of  pota- 
toes are  also  boiled  each  day,  which,  distributed 


among  the  prisoners,  give  them  two  or  three 
apiece.  At  some  seasons  of  the  year,  seven 
quarts  of  rice  are  substituted  in  the  soup,  in- 
stead of  the  allowance  of  potatoes.  The  county 
commissioners  allow  thirteen  cents  per  day  for 
each  untried  prisoner.  The  supplies  are  fur 
nished  by  contract. 

A  bod  is  seldom  seen  in  this  Prison  ;  there  is 
no  provision  of  this  kind  made  fry  few  for 
either  »ex.  In  winter  two  blankets  are  pro- 
vided by  the  county,  and  although  the  law  de- 
clares "  that  all  prisoners  shall  have  liberty  t»> 
provide  themselves  with  bedding,  food  and 
other  necessaries,  during  their  imprisonment," 
yet  very  few  among  the  whole  number  take 
advantage  of  it :  some  are  In  daily  expectation 
of  going  out  to  trial  or  by  bail ;  but  a  great  ma- 
jority are  too  destitute  to  derive  any  benefit 
from  the  permission. 

There  are  nine  locking-np  rooms  on  the  men's 
side,  and  four  for  the  women,  the  size  of  which 
is  about  twenty  feet  square — in  these  rooms  the 
prisoners  are  confined  at  night.  During  the 
day,  two  large  apartments  serve  them,  in 
which  the  blacks  are  allotted  one  side,  and  the 
whites  the  other ;  the  sexes  being  in  different 
divisions  of  the  Prison.  A  yard,  surrounded  by 
a  high  wall,  within  which  are  the  necessary 
offices,  encloses  them  within  narrow  limits. 

The  Arch  Street  Jail  is  the  common  recepta- 
cle of  untried  prisoners  of  every  description, 
and  has  always  been  considered  one  of  the 
worst  schools  of  vice.  Highway  robbers,  mur- 
derers, burglars,  counterfeiters,  vagrants,  and 
those  committed  for  petty  larcenies,  are  min- 
gled with  some  confined  tor  the  most  trivial  in- 
advertencies, to  whom  are  occasionally  united 
those  innocent  of  the  offences  laid  to  their 
charge,  against  whom  are  to  be  found  men  who, 
in  the  language  of  a  keeper,  "  will  swear  for  n 
glass  of  grog."  From  a  statement  of  the  criiuinril 
business  transacted  in  three  of  the  courts  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,for  the  year  1H20, 
it  appears,  that  of  434  charges  presented  to  the 
Mayor's  Court  only  184  were  followed  by  con- 
victions. I  n  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  the 
whole  number  of  bills  was  569,  and  904  convic- 
tions :  and  in  the  Oyer  and  Terminer,  98  bills 
and  13  convictions.  The  principal  offences  laid 
to  the  charge  of  the  prisoners  were  assault  and 
battery,  larceny,  and  keeping  tippling  houses. 
Prisoners,  we  are  told  upon  good  authority,  are 
usually  brought  in,  on  the  ftr*t  offeree,  for  some 
trifling  impropriety,  the  result  of  misfortune, 
want,  or  sudden  excitation,  as  often  as  of  nat- 
ural propensity  to  crime,  who,  although,  at 
first,  highly  disgusted  with  their  situation,  soon 
become  so  easy  in  their  manners  and  conversa- 
tion, that  the  keeper  can  scarcely  distinguish 
them  from  old  offenders.  For  the  most  part, 
however,  those  confined  in  this  Prison,  as  va- 
grants, disorderly  or  idle,  exhibit  a  state  of 
constitutional  infirmity  and  disease,  and  are 
described  as  having  generally  leu  means  of 
comfort  out  of  Prison,  than  it  affords  them. 
Many  are  preserved  by  coming  to  the  Jail  as  a 
home,  who  often  go  out  at  the  end  of  thirty 
days,  apparently  much  improved  in  health  ana 
appearance,  but  in  a  few  weeka  return  again, 
bloated  with  intemperance,  and  scarcely  to  be 
recognized.  In  summer,  such  of  the  vagrants 
as  get  drunk,  lie  about  the  streets,  and  are 
taken  up  by  the  watch  and  sent  to  this  Prison  ; 
in  winter,  they  seek  shelter  from  the  cold  in 
stables,  sheds,  grog-shops  and  cellars,  and  gen- 
erally rind  their  way  to  the  Aims-House.  Dis- 
orderly persons  mostly  come  in  the  summer. 
Those  who  have  ever  been  confined  in  this  Jail 
for  slight  offences,  will  have  the  finger  pointed 
at  them  by  the  hardened  villain  whenever  he 
meets  tbem  abroad ;  Cot  ta  tokna  tafti$&n  v»& 
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conceives  it  anoint  of  duty,  to  recognize  ono 
he  liaii  ever  met  in  the  Jail.  Slipht  offenders 
are  often  indoctrinated  by  thos«  grown  callous 
in  virion*  habit*,  who  will  practise  them  in 
picking  iKX'kctM,  give  them  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  enter  stores  with  false 
keys,  and  other  mean*  ;  teach  them  how  to  r«»b 
by  adroitly  knocking  down  the  unwary  ;  nar- 
rate the  various  modes  of  stealing  hor*;t«  ;  tell 
of  their  escapes  and  adventures,  and  how  to 
avoid  the  penalties  of  the  law  by  shifts  and 
contrivance.  They  interest  the  feelings,  pre- 
judices and  passions,  of  those  who  consider 
themselves  aggrieved  by  their  confinement,  and 
rejoice  to  prepare  them  for  future  depredations 
upon  society.  The  most  loathsome  and  unna- 
tural propensities  are  sometimes  indulged  by 
these  wretched  objects.  Schemes  for  escape, 
and  for  the  commission  of  the  highest  offences, 
are  contrived  in  the  Prison.  The  ingenuity  ana 
tact  which  are  exhibited,  often  prove  too  seduc- 
tive upon  the  minds  of  those  whose  moral  and 
physical  condition  are  alike  depraved. 

From  the  sketch  we  have  given,  it  may  be 
understood  how  difficult,  under  all  circum- 
stances, it  must  have  been,  indeed  almost  im- 
possible, to  have  prevented  the  introduction  o 
an  epidemic  disorder,  of  such  wide  prevalence 
as  the  cholera,  among  such  a  population,  con- 
fined and  crowded  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
the  Arch  Street  Jail.  With  the  exception  of 
the  free  use  of  chloride  of  lime,  and  having  the 
apartments  in  as  cleanly  condition  as  possible, 
the  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  measures 
of  precaution,  used  by  the  inspectors  of  the  Pris- 
on, to  anticipate  the  cholera,  until  it  absolutely 
broke  out  in  the  Jail.  We  are  informed  that,  a 
few  days  before  the  disease  appeared,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  induce  all  who  entered  to 
wash  themselves.  Many,  who  were  the  most 
miserable,  resisted  this  rule.* 

A  requisition  for  an  increase  of  food  was  first 
given  on  the  3d  of  August.  It  was  for  half  a 
pound  of  meat  for  each  person  daily,  three  days 
in  the  week  to  be  boiled  into  soup  highly  sea- 
soned, and  salt  beef  two  days  in  the  week. 
But  these  regulations,  from  the  confusion  at  the 
time,  could  not  be  properly  attended  to.  A  pint 
of  coffee  was  ordered  for  each  person  at  break- 
fast, and  for  supper  a  pint  of  black  tea,  sweet- 
ened with  molasses,  without  milk.  Straw  was 
directed  to  be  made  into  beds  with  coarse  linen  ; 
but  this  arrangement  was  necessarily  delayed  : 
the  cholera  was  then  raging  in  the  Prison,  and 
the  precautions  came  too  late.  Ginger  tea  was 
prepared  for  the  prisoners,  but  they  would  not 
generally  use  it ;  although  the  pumps  were 
locked  for  a  short  time,  in  order  to  urge  them 
to  take  the  tea,  they  preferred  water. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Buck,  the  physician 
who  had  charge  of  this  institution,  that  nothing 

•  In  onto  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contagion*  disor- 
ders, according  to  an  act  of  5th  April,  1790,  "  every  peraon 
who  shall  be  ordered  to  hard  labor  ahull  be  separately 
lodged,  washed  and  cleansed,  and  shall  continue  in  such 
•eparute  lodging  until  it  shall  Lc  certified  by  sum.;  physician 
that  he  or  she  i*  nt  to  be  received  among'  the  other  prisoni  n. 
And  If  mich  person  bf  a  convict,  the  clothe*  in  which  he  or 
■be  shall  then  be  clothed,  ahall  either  h»  burnt,  or.  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  two  of  the  inspectors,  he  baked,  fumigated,  and 
carefully  laid  by,  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
■uch  offender  ahall  l->  sentenced  to  bard  labor,  to  be  then  re- 
turned to  him  or  her." 

By  a  law  of  23d  S*nt.  1791,  "the  Prison  Inspectors  ap- 
pointed in  pursuauce  of  an  act  in  audi  case  provided,  and  of 
thU  act,  khall  bare  power,  with  the  approbation  of  the  mayor, 
two  aidermen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  two  cf'the 
Judres  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  two  of  the  Judges  of'  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleaa  of  Philadelphia  county,  to  m.ike 
rule*  nnd  refutations  for  the  government  of  nil  cuiivict*  ron- 
fined  in  said  Priion,  not  Inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  prescribe  th'ir  Allow- 
ance of  provisions,  ascertaining  the  quantities  by  weight  and 
— iiut,  and  not  by  piece." 


could  have  prevented  the  introduction  of  the 
epidemic  into  the  Arch  Street  Jail ;  but  it  may 
be  believed,  by  the  experience  gained  upon  that 
occasion,  it  would  be  possible  to  prevent  the 
same  disease  from  proceeding  to  Die  same  si- 
lent, I'V  pre  (Mirations  for  an  improved  descrip- 
tion of  food  for  a  sufficient  period  previously, 
l»y  utt'Mitinn  to  pergonal  cleanliness  and  clon- 
ing, and  by  removing  a  portion  of  the  prisoner*, 
so  as  to  confine  the  number  within  a  limr 
s]mce.  The  committee  do  not  pretend  to  oner 
a  decision  upon  the  full  efficacy  of  such  a  plan 
in  the  Arch  Street  Prison ;  but  in  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  and  the 
House  of  Refuge,  where  no  cases  of  this  disease 
were  reported,  (with  one  tingle  exception, 
which  occurred  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  i 
the  improved  diet,  habits  of  cleanliness,  and 
purer  air,  were  considered  the  principal  mean* 
of  exemption.  It  must,  however,  be  acknowl- 
edged, that  other  causes  alio  operated  in  favor 
of  these  institutions. 

Many  persons,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  ran 
admission  into  the  Aims-House,  soon  after  their 
discharge  from  the  Arch  Street  Prison,  some  m 
whom  are  subject  to  a  peculiarly  low  form  of 
typhus  fever,  requiring  the  early  and  free  us* 
of  tonics  and  cordials.  The  physician*  there 
say,  that  the  constitutions  of  a  great  majority  of 
the  persons  who  die  in  the  Aims-House,  are  *• 
enfeebled  by  their  vicious  habits,  as  to  he «: li- 
able to  withstand  what,  in  those  of  reguhr  hab- 
its, would  be  considered  mild  diseases.  The 
committee  are  informed  that »*  very  few  are  sent 
directly  from  the  Arch  Street  Jail' to  the  Alm>- 
House ;  perhaps  not  more  than  SO  in  a  ymr." 

The  total  number  of  commitments  to  the 
Arch  Street  Jail,  in  lt*29,  was  3017,  r.f  wbic.'i 
only  five  persons  died  in  Prison.  The  ti.'M 
number  of  commitments  in  lew,  wa*  T*rr.\ 
total  of  disease*  relieved  or  cured,  751,  and  cue 
deaths.  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  KM. 
was  If),  an  amount  unusually  large,  orca-inm  <1 
principally  by  typhus  and  bilious  fevers.  Tin* 
chief  keeper  informed  the  committee,  that.  tVr 
7  years,  the  deaths  had  not  exceeded  that  num- 
ber, and  that  the  average  was  nut  so  hirh  a* 
10  or  1*2  per  annum.  The  total  numU-r  ot 
commitments  in  IK11,  was  4."»k'.,  i.f  whit  h  '!'•  3 
were  charged  with  bring  disorderly,  idle,  and 
disturbers  of  the  peace,  or  were  couviitetl  a<  va- 
grants, or  for  profane  swearing  and  into.vnatMi. 
Of  the  remainder,  lle-7  were  for  assault  s»'l 
battery,  for  keeping  tippling  Iipum*!*,  und  .-mil- 
iar charccs,  while  tflti  were  confined  nt.on 
charges  of  burglary,  larceny,  pacing  count?  ri"«-:t 
money,  and  other  ort'ences  punished  by  tin*-  nn-1 
imprisonment  to  hard  labor.  In  IKK,  the  M:<1 
number  of  commitments  amounted  to  ■!.'•  I, \.  It 
appears  that  the  large>t  iiumlxTaie  u>uallv  suit 
into  the  Arch  Street  Jail  duri*p  the  .<i.mmtr 
month*. 

According  to  the  report  made  to  the  consult- 
ing mediral  board  of  Philadelphia,  b>  l>r-  r*4in- 
uel  Jackson,  "  the  commencement  and  procn  >» 
of  the  cholera  were  in  the  character  of  a  w  iJ«  - 
spread  epidemic, suddenly  iuvadincai*  ext« -iis-mc 
district,  indicating  the  existence  of  an  ai-iive 
epidemic  influence  or  agency,  oprrat ins  nt  oisrv 
on  the  mass  of  the  population.     In  almost  even 
case,  the  disease  was  called  into  existence  !>v 
some  exciting  cause ,-*W  rcinmon!*  em>r  u.-  <hri. ' 
The  committee  are  assured,  that,  in  the  K-istr.-r. 
Penitentiary,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  chol- 
era in  Philadelphia,  many,  perha|M  all  the  pris- 
oners, 07  in  number,  were  atfecteil  with  bnv»«-l 
complaints,  some  severely,    Civnt  ami  unr-ml 
.  care  was  exercised  as  to  their  diet  and  cleanli- 
'  ness,  and  no  case  of  epidemic  clK.lira  <*curre(i 
i  within  ihe  walls.    The  prisoners  were  entirely 
i  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the  cholera  in  lbs 
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city,  and  are  go  yet!  The  daily  rations  of  the 
convicts  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  are,  for 
breakfast,  one  pound  of  bread,  made  of  3-3  rye 
and  1-3  Indian  meal,  and  I  pint  of  coffee  with 
milk  and  sugar  or  molasses  ;  for  dinner,  3-4  of  a 
pound  of  beef  withoat  bone,  one  pint  of  soup 
made  of  the  beef,  and  one  pound  of  potatoes  ; 
at  supper,  one  pint  of  Indian  mush,  and  1-2  a  rill 
of  molasses.  The  molasses  is  given  monthly, 
and  the  prisoners  use  it  at  pleasure.  They  re- 
ceive as  many  potatoes  at  dinner  as  They  want, 
and  as  much  mush  as  they  ask  for  at  supper.  Par- 
ticular attention  is  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
orson  and  clothing— of  the  cells  and  bedding. 
When  sick,  the  diet  of  the  prisoners  is  varied, 
according  to  the  direction  of  their  physician, 
who  attends  regularly. 

In  the  Walnnt  Street  Prison,  where  about 
400  convicts*  were  confined,  but  one  case  of 
epidemic  cholera  was  reported.  This  was  a 
prisoner  of  worn  out  constitution.  He  had  been 
confined  for  5  years,  and  for  the  last  three  was 
in  a  state  verging  on  death,  from  the  effects  of 
previous  excessive  intemperance.  He  swal- 
lowed about  4  08.  of  spirits  of  turpentine, 
(which  had  been  given  by  order  of  the  physi- 
cian, as  an  external  application,)  on  account  of 
its  stimulating  effects,  and  dieti,  in  spasms,  6 
hours  after.  The  prisoners  confined  in  the 
Walnut  Street  Jail  have  ordinarily  each  1} 
pound  of  bread,  and  1-2  a  pound  of  meat  daily, 
besides  soup,  potatoes  or  rire,  mush  and  mo- 
lasses. No  great  variety  of  food  is  usual  in  the 
different  seasons,  except  that  there  is  generally 
a  larger  supply  of  vegetables  in  the  summer. 
During  the  last  summer,  however,  being 
thought  objectionable,  they  were  interdicted, 
and  the  quality  of  the  bread,  "  both  in  material 
and  manufacture."  was  improved.  Molasses 
and  water  was  denied  to  the  prisoners,  and 
several  additional  sleeping-rooms  were  opened 
for  their  use.  While  the  cholera  prevailed  in 
the  city,  affections  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
as  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  and  ordinary  cholera  of 
a  severe  character,  became  much  more  preva- 
lent in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  than  the  at- 
tendant physician,  Dr.  Itache,  had  ever  seen 
among  the  prisoners,  "  showing  the  operation 
of  the  same  mysterious  cause  which  was  affect- 
ing the  citizens  at  large,"  and  which  only  requir- 
ed a  highly  susceptible  condition  of  the  prisoners 
to  render  it  capable  of  producing  the  genuine 
epidemic  among  them. 

In  the  House  of  Refuge,  where  a  largo  num- 
ber of  children  were  confined,  with  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  proper  food,  and  among  whom 
cleanliness,  occupation  and  instruction  are 
suitably  attended  to,  there  was  no  case  of  epi- 
demic cholera. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  before  the  chol- 
era occurred,  vegetable  diet  was  greatly  re- 
stricted ;  none  but  potatoes  and  rice  were  given, 
and  no  fruit  ww  allowed,  as  has  been  usual: 
molasses  was  ordered  to  be  omitted,  and  the  pa- 
tients were  dressed  more  warmlv.  To  those  on 
a  low  diet,  for  the  treatment  of  insanity,  broth 
was  given,  and  purgative  and  emetic  medicines 
were  suspended  in  general  practice.  The  prev- 
alence of  diarrhrpa  was  also  noticed,  during  this 
period,  among  the  patients  in  the  hospital,  and 
principally  among  the  lunatics,  whose  condi- 
tion rendered  them  less  able  to  appreciate  the 
necessity  of  precautions.  Among  a  population 
exceeding  100,  there  were  but  six  cases  of  ep- 
idemic cholera,  which  presented  themselves  in 
separate  and  distinct  portions  of  a  very  exten- 
sive range  of  buildings,  between  the  9th  and 


•  There  wero  confined  In  Walnnt  Street,  when  the  com- 
nkux  rwited  tho  Priwn,  310  meu,  54  women,  and  43  boj»— 
Mai,  409. 


14th  of  August.  Two  of  these  cases  died.  All 
were  insane  or  idiotic. 

In  the  Philadelphia  Aims-House,  where  the 
character  and  habit*  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
imitate*  are  depraved  by  excesses  and  disease, 
there  were  193  cases  of  epidemic  cholera,  89  of 
which  proved  fatal.  The  fin-t  case  occurred  on 
the  25th  July  ;  the  cholera  ceased  on  the  23d 
August.  It  was  chiefly  confined  to  aged  per- 
sons, and  the  intemperate,  several  idiots  and 
lunatics  were  also  its  victims.  Those  who 
recovered,  the  physicians  state,  were  not  in  the 
collapsed  stage  of  the  disease,  except  3  persons. 
The  character  of  those  who  died  was  that  com- 
mon to  most  of  the  inmates  of  the  house.—- who 
are.  80  out  of  J 00,  intemperate.  Many  of  them 
had  labored  under  various  diseases  for  several 
years. 

When  the  committee  visited  the  Alms-House, 
there  were  in  that  institution, 
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Children. 
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For  six  months  in  the  year,  there  are  about 
600  medical  and  surgical  patients  in  the  Aims- 
House,  each  month ;  for  the  rest  of  the  year, 
about  400  each  month.  A  majority  are  notice* 
of  foreign  countries.  The  men  are  generally 
laborers,  and  of  various  trades.  The  comtriit- 
tec  cannot  refrain  from  offering  a  tribute  of  re* 
spect  to  those  excellent  u  Sisters  of  Charity" 
who,  under  the  protection  of  their  simple  hab- 
its and  kind  hearts,  so  freely  exposed  them- 
selves, during  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera  ill 
the  Alms  House,  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute 
and  the  diseased  who  suffered  there.  Thesa 
ladies,  who  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  guar- 
dians of  the  poor  from  a  sister  state,  made  very 
little  change  in  their  manner  of  life,  in  antici- 
pation of  the  severe  duties  they  voluntarily  un- 
dertook to  perform.  On  Fridays  and  Saturdays, 
however,  as  on  other  days  of  the  week,  they  ate 
meat,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  those  who 
strictly  confonn  to  the  rules  of  the  Catholic 
church,  which  upon  this  occasion  were  wisely 
suspended  by  the  Episcopal  authority  of  the 
district.  They  refrained  from  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, by  the  advice  of  physicians ;  but  they 
employed  no  wine  or  preventive  medicines.  If 
possible,  they  retired  to  rest  at  9  o'clock,  their 
accustomed  hour,  and  rose  at  half  past  four  in 
the  morning  to  attend  the  sick.  They  were  di- 
rected to  wear  a  flannel  dress,  hut  did  nut  do  so 
until  after  the  cholera  had  subsided.  One,  only, 
had  slight  symptoms  of  the  disease,  which  were 
readily  relieved. 

It  was  remarked  to  the  committee,  during 
their  investigations,  that  the  sudden  increase  of 
food  which  was  given  after  the  cholera  had  be- 
gun, and  which  was  eagerly  devoured  by  the 
prisoners,  may  have  assisted  the  excessive  fa- 
tality of  the  epidemic  in  the  Arch  Street  Jail, 
on  the  4th  nnd  5lh  of  August.  But  in  looking 
over  a  statement  of  the  number  of  persons  at- 
tacked by  the  disease  in  Philadelphia  and  the 
Liberties,  from  the  27th  July  until  the  ±M  of 
August,  we  are  struck  with  the  fact  of  tin?  rrr? 
rapid  increase  of  cases  and  of  deaths,  wherever 
the  disease  occurred  or  was  treated.  Thus,  ou 
the  1st  of  August,  there  were  21  cases  and  8 
deatlis  reported :  on  the  2d,  that  number  was 
nearly  doubled,  there  were  40  cases  r\nd  15 
deaths.  The  greatest  number  of  cases  reported 
to  have  occurred  in  private  dwellings  in  one 
day,  (viz.  94.)  appeared  on  the  9th  and  13th  of 
August ;  while  on  the  8th  there  were  but  43, 
and  on  the  12th,  06  cases  in  similar  situations. 
The  greatest  number  in  the  cholera,  has^fe&i.*^ 
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was  86,  on  the  Cth  of  August,  on  the   5th, 
there  were  only  28  in  these  hospitals. 

The  largest  number  in  the  Alms-House  (viz. 
35)  were  found  there  on  the  8th  of  August :  on 
the  7th,  but  17  coses.  The  greatest  number  in  the 
Arch  Street  Prison,  reported  on  one  day  as  new 
cases,  (vix.  45,)  were  on  the  6th  of  August :  on 
the  4th,  there  were  only  9  new  cases  reported 
in  that  Jail.  The  largest  total  number  of  cases, 
(viz.  17t>,)  is  noticed  on  the  oth  of  August :  on 
the  5th,  the  total  amount  was  6G:  and  the 
greatest  number  of  deaths  (viz.  73)  it*  stated 
on  the  7th  of  August ;  while  on  the  5th  there 
were  but  26  deaths  in  the  city  and  Liberties. 
\V>  suppose  these  reports  to  have  generally  been 
made  one  or  two  days  after  the  deaths.  Thus 
it  will  Imj  seen  that  the  number  of  cases  or  of 
deaths,  in  all  the  different  locations  and  practice, 
was  generally  less  than  one  half,  only  a  day  or 
two  preceding  the  dales  set  down  fur  the  great- 
est mortality  ;  so  that,  whatever  cried  may  be 
justly  attributed  to  the  improved  diet  of  the 
prisoners,  it  would  seem  that  a  very  sudden  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  deaths  was  universal, 
wherever  the  disease  prevailed. 

The  committee,  besides  the  observations  they 
have  already  made  upon  the  crowded  condition 
of  the  Prison,  and  the  character  of  the  food  af- 
forded to  the  prisoners  during  this  precarious 
season,  must  remark,  that  the  very  high  wall 
which  surrounds  the  apartments  in  which  they 
are  confined,  prevented  ventilation.  The  privy, 
which  almost  adjoins  the  men's  day-room,  was 
thought  very  offensive,  notwithstanding  the  ef- 
forts made  to  purify  it.  Some  fostid  sheep-skins 
and  hair,  in  small  amount,  were  found  in  the 
basement  story,  upon  examination  after  the 
cholera  *,  and  the  clothing  was  deficient,  as  great 
demand  for  flannel  dresses  was  made  by  the 
attendant  physicians,  after  the  epidemic  had 
ceased,  which  were  liberally  supplied  by  the 
Prison  Society.  The  Prison  was  otherwise  well 
cleansed  liefore  the  distemperature  ensued. 

The  vagrants  and  disorderly  are  sentenced  to 
the  Prison,  according  to  acts  of  21st  Febru- 
ary. 1767,  and  of  the  5th  April,  1790,  "  to  be  kept 
at  hard  labor,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  one 
month,  being  legally  convicted  as  by  law  direct- 
ed." They  have  a  task  given  to  them  in 
picking  hair  or  moss  for  the  upholsterers,  taking 
the  burrs  from  wool,  and  shearing  sheep-skins. 
Others,  who  are  confined  before  trial,  often  vol- 
untarily join  in  this  work.  The  keepers  say 
there  is  seldom  difficulty  to  oblige  the  prisoners 
to  attend  to  it.  It  may  be  here  observed,  that 
none  of  the  committee,  or  of  the  other  members 
of  the  legislature  who  accompanied  them  to  the 
Arch  Street  Jail,  entered  the  apartment  in  which 
the  untried  prisoners  and  vagrants  were  con- 
fined during  the  day,  without  the  most  marked 
disgust  at  the  filth,  destitution  and  personal 
misery  in  which  the  majority  of  the  prisoner* 
were  found.  Many  of  the  visitors  supplied 
themselves  with  segars,  nnd  some  felt  the  ne 
cessity  of  other  stimuli  to  overcome  the  nausea 
which  the  confined  air  of  the  room,  (on  the  2<>t)i 
Dec.)  and  the  sight  of  the  objects  confined 
there,  induced  in  them.  The  general  sensation 
was  one  of  desire  to  escape. 

The  committee  are  assured,  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  costs  from  many  of  tlu»s«  who 
are  entitled  vagrants,  idle  and  disorderly,  which 
class  composes  more  than  one  half  of  the  pris- 
oners in  the  Arch  Street  Jail,  the  same  persons 
have  been  brought  to  the  Prison  three  several 
times  during  one  month  ;  although  the  first  time 
the  prisoner  was  sentenced  for  30  days  !  In  some 
other  cases,  the  first  intimation  which  the 
keeper  has  of  the  conviction,  is  derived  from  the 
order  for  the  release  of  a  prisoner,  whom  he  has 
never  seen ! 


As  soon  as  the  individual  who  has  been  sen- 
tenced, or  bis  friends,  can  in  any  manner  pro- 
cure money  to  satisfy  the  repneity  of  some  of 
the  magistrates,  an  order  for  release  is  made 
out,  no  matter  how  deserving  the  prisoner  is  of 
confinement,  for  the  public  welfare  or  his  own. 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  does  not  think  him- 
self authorized  to  dispute  tills  order.  After  a 
summary  conviction  of  vagrancy,  idle  or  disor- 
derly conduct,  for  30  days,  there  is  no  legal  pro- 
vision for  the  discharge  of  a  prisoner,  except  by 
his  entering  bail  to  appear  before  the  next  Quar- 
ter Sessions  or  Mayor's  Court.  The  former 
keeper  of  the  vagrant  department  had  returned 
the  orders  for  discharge  to  the  magistrates, 
without  releasing  the  prisoners,  when  they  were 
brought  back  again,  endorsed  "  security  en- 
tered." This  certificate,  that  bail  bad  been 
taken,  costs  paid  and  appeal  entered,  that  the 
individual  might  appear  before  the  court,  the 
keeper  considered  himself  bound  to  respect; 
but  hero  the  affair  generally  ends.  Tliere  is 
only  one  Instance  discovered,  among  several 
thousand  releases,  where  an  appeal  has  been 
pursued,  by  returning  the  recognizance  to  the 
court. 

The  committee  understand  that  a  man  legally 
sentenced  by  a  magistrate  to  30  days  imprison- 
ment, is  a  convict  for  that  term,  and  that  the 
magistrate  has  no  right  to  set  him  free  after 
the  conviction.  The  temptation  of  the  costs,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  is  too  frequently  the  incentive 
both  of  the  imprisonment  and  of  the  release. 

In  ihe  course  of  a  year,  some  of  the  same  per- 
sons are  received  into  the  Prison  10  or  15  times ; 
more  particularly  those  charged  as  disorderly 
and  vagrant.  A  very  considerable  number  are 
sent  there  2  or  3  times,  often  serving  but  a  few 
days,  when  the  payment  of  the  costs,  often  pro- 
cured by  means  of  violence  or  distress,  obtains 
their  release. 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  recorder  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  upon  writ  of  habeas  cur- 
pus,  that  the  commitment  of  a  prisoner  by  a 
magistrate,  to  answer  at  the  next  Court  of  Quar- 
ter Sessions  for  a  breach  of  the  peace  by  *»  dis- 
orderly conduct,"  is  not  a  legal  commitment. 
The  mode  of  committal  by  some  of  the  magis- 
trates, was  therefore  changed,  and  the  same  de- 
scription of  persons  are  sent  to  Jail  upon  a 
charge  of  riot  or  affray,  which  are  indictable  of- 
fences, and  thus  a  chance  for  the  costs  is  *ull 
secured.  Although  the  magistrates  are  not  en- 
titled to  costs  in  criminal  charges,  until  the 
case  is  decided  by  the  courts,  still  the  exulta- 
tion of  a  fa vorable  result,  crowds  the  Jails,  and 
fills  the  courts  with  causes  which  needlessly 
increase  the  amount  of  wretchedness  and  of 
offences. 

An  inspector  of  the  Prison,  who  has  at  differ- 
ent times  served  in  that  capacity  for  upwards  U 
30  years,  informed  the  committee,  that  he  had 
known  about  80  of  this  description  of  per>on», 
confined  for  riots  or  affrays,  who  had  *«  t  hern 
able  to  pay  their  costs,  discharged  at  onre  from 
the  Prison,  withont  being  brought  before  the 
court,  after  a  confinement,  in  the  situation  we 
have  dcscrilied,  for  three  months  ;  and  that  the 
average,  at  ever}'  calendar,  of  those  who  are  no! 
called  up,  is  about  20.  Sometimes  the  keeper 
lias  them  previously  released  by  IheproM-tutmc, 
attorney.  They  are  let  loow  from  the  Jail, 
highly  excited  by  their  wants  and  miseries,  to 
prey  upon  society.  When  they  are  thought 
worth  i/,  they  are  again  returned  by  the  same 
magistrates,  the  competition  among  whom  ap- 
pears to  l>e  a  monstrous  evil,  thou  eh  probably 
not  so  great  as  the  facilities  which  some  of  lite 
present  laws  afford  to  them.  Equitable  laws 
may  be  perverted  by  improper  administration; 
but  unjust  laws  must  operate  oppressively  upon 
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tbe  people,  if  put  in  force  for  the  sustenance  of 
the  masiatracy. 

It  is  believed  that  most  of  the  cases  of  im- 
prisonment which  occur  for  minor  offences 
would  not  be  heard,  (without  any  prejudice  to 
the  interests  of  society,)  except  for  the  costs 
which  accrue  upon  them  ;  and  hence  an  advan- 
tage is  given  to  the  magistrate  who  transcends 
the  proper  exercise  of  authority,  over  him  who 
respects  the  interests  of  the  community.  Out  of 
300  cases  of  assault  and  battery,  which,  in  three 
months,  were  brought  before  the  mayor  and  re- 
corder of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  15  only  were 
considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  sent 
to  court,  and  the  rest  were  settled. 

By  the  act  of  17th  March,  180ti,  "  Any  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  either  before  or  after  recog- 
nizance has  been  entered  for  the  appearance  of 
the  defendant  before  the  next  Court  of  Cluarler 
Sessions,  has  power,  at  the  mutual  request  of  the 
parties,  to  dismiss  a  complaint  of  assault  and 
battery,  or  assault  only,  making  a  record  on  his 
docket,  for  entering  which  he  receives  from  the 
parties  25  cents:  Prorided,  That  the  said  jus- 
tice shall  be  fully  satisfied  that  the  settlement 
of  such  complaint  or  charge  \vill  not  in- 
jure the  safety  of  the  citizen  or  the  peace  of 
society." 

In  crowded  cities  and  their  densely-peopled 
suburbs,  criminals  form  separate  communities, 
regulated  by  their  own  customs,  language  and 
propensities.  Does  it  not  appear  evident,  then, 
that  when  men  are  thrust  out  of  Prison,  where 
they  have  been  confined  for  trifling  offences,  in 
a  worse  condition  than  when  they  entered  it, 
that  they  will  be  inclined  to  join  themselves  to 
these  vicious  associations?  The  operation  of 
the  administration  of  the  laws  should  be  to 
prevent,  not  to  increase  contentions  or  distress  ; 
and  it  is  a  question  well  worthy  our  considera- 
tion, whether,  in.  such  situation*)  particularly,  an 
advantage  would  not  be  gained  if  the  magis- 
trate should  receive  neither  fee  nor  reward 
from  tli  5  parties.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many 
judicious  persons,  that  the  establishment  of 
well-regulated  police  courts,  with  salaried  ma- 
gistrates, of  limited  appointment,  In  daily  ses- 
sion, would  be  less  costly  and  more  advanta- 
geous to  the  people. 

Imprisonment  should  have  for  its  aim  the 
reformation,  and  the  punishment  in  a  degree 
to  assist  th  at  reformation,  of  those  who  have 
perpetrated  acts  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  and 
safety  of  society. 

However  necessary  it  may  be  to  restrain  the 
voluntary  criminal,  and  to  correct  him  with  de- 
cision, the  means  should  always  be  regulated 
with  great  discretion.  Cause  and  effect  must  be 
discriminated,  as  in  other  matters  ;  and  while 
we  speak  of  t  he  sanction  which  tbe  great  moral 
law  gives  to  punishments,  we  should  not  lose 
sight  of  the  ge  uerous  provisions  it  enjoins  for 
the  temporal  co  *nforts,  as  well  as  the  practical 
instruction,  of  t.»ie  destitute.'  If  sufficient  legis- 
lative provision  is  not  made  to  prevent  the 
extremes  of  physical  want  and  suffering,  and  of 
ignorance,  we  ma  y  well  doubt  the  propriety  of 
the  enactment  of  severe  legal  penalties.  Where 
moral  restraints  ar  e  strongly  insisted  upon  by 
law,  there  should  be  afforded  (in  accordance 
with  the  institutio  na  of  civilized  society,  and 
in  order  to  effect  tiiis  object)  the  means  of  re- 
sistance to  those  tem  ptations  which,  necessarily, 
naturally,  and  forci  bly,  affect  those  whom  ex- 
treme want  urges  into  mischievous  actions, 
which  oftentimes  there  is  no  instruction  to  cor- 
rect. In  the  langu  age  of  one  of  the  admired 
writers  of  our  com  itry,*  "  A  new  feeling  of 
what  is  due  to  the  ignorant,  poor  and  depraved, 
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has  sprung  up :  the  right  of  every  human  being 
to  such  an  education  as  shall  call  forth  his  best 
faculties,  and  train  him  more  and  more  to  con- 
trol himself^  is  recognized  as  it  never  was  before ; 
and  government  is  more  and  more  regarded  as 
intended  not  to  elevate  the  few,  but  to  guard 
the  rights  of  all." 

In  an  address  on  the  advantages  of  knowledge 
to  the  poorer  classes,  a  celebrated  authorf  de- 
clares, "lam  persuaded  that  the  extreme  prof- 
ligacy, improvidence  and  misery,  which  are  so 
prevalent  among  the  laboring  classes  in  many 
countries,  are  chiefly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  want 
of education." 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
warden  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  lately  pre- 
sented to  this  house,  exhibits  the  influence  of 
the  causes  we  have  referred  to,  in  a  most 
striking  manner.  "  Too  many  of  the  prisoners, 
indeed  most  of  them,  on  first  conviction)  are 
either  neglected  youths,  thrown  into  the  world 
without  education  and  without  friends— often  the 
victims  of  bad  masters — or  ignorant  men,  the 
dupes  of  artful  knaves,  who  know  how  to 
elude  detection." 

"  The  deficiency  of  common  school  learning  is 
greater  than  is  generally  supposed :  of  the  143 
prisoners  who  have  been  received  from  the 
commencement,  only  4  have  been  well  edu- 
cated, and  only  about  6  more  who  could  read 
and  write  tolerably  :  and  we  rarely  meet  with 
a  prisouer  who  has  had  attention  paid  to  moral 
and  religious  instruction.  The  Eastern  Dis- 
trict, that  sends  its  prisoners  to  this  Penitentia- 
ry, comprises  a  population  of  about  one  million 
of  inhabitants.  During  the  3£  years  in  which 
the  law  has  been  in  operation,  126  persons  have 
been  sent  here  for  all  offences  of  a  higher  char- 
acter than  larceny  ;  and  of  the  whole  number, 
but  one  that  can  be  called  a  master  spirit  in 
crime. 

"Of  142  prisoners,  the  whole  number  re- 
ceived, 100  are  known  to  be  for  the  first  offence, 
10  are  doubtful,  and  but  32  are  known  and  be- 
lieved to  be  old  offenders. 

"  The  general  conduct  and  behavior  of  the 
prisoners  have  been  such  as  rarely  to  produce 
any  unpleasant  feelings  on  the  part  of  their 
overseers  towards  them. 

"  Of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  now  in 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  received  before  the 
1st  of  January,  1833,  38  were  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, 39  from  sister  states,  and  22  foreigners." 

It  may  be  worth  an  inquiry,  how  far  the  stats 
ef physical  destitution,  without  education,  calls  into 
operation  evil  propensities,  and  confines  or  dis- 
turbs the  action  of  tbe  moral  sense.  Men  and 
other  animals  have,  by  education,  faculties  de- 
veloped, of  which,  otherwise,  they  might  be 
almost  unconscious,  or  never  put  to  a  designed 
use.  Many  of  the  best  characteristics  of  our 
nature  may  be  diverted  from  their  healthful  and 
profitable  operation,  by  tbe  combination  of  ac- 
tive natural  causes  within  our  control.  In  the 
leading  out  of  the  several  faculties,  (which  is 
thought  to  be  the  original  signification  of  the 
term  education,)  we  acquire  an  increased  power 
to  control  the  instincts  we  possess,  of  various 
kinds  and  in  different  proportions,  all  designed 
to  effect  some  benefit  to  the  Individual  and  to 
society,  according  as  they  are  employed.  It  is 
in  this  light,  then,  that  we  may  consider  edu- 
cation to  he  essential  and  necessary  to  the  prevention 
of  what  are  called  crimes,  which  indeed  are  often 
the  exercise  of  the  most  simple  instincts,  un- 
controlled by  knowledge,  which  is  indlspen- 
sah'ie  to  exemplify  their  influence  over  social  lift. 
*'  Ignorance  is  thus  the  greatest  enemy  of  mo- 
rality." 
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It  is  highly  proj>er  that  we  regard  with  at- 
tention, not  only  the  natural  instincts  and  fac- 
ulties which  urge  men  to  good  actions,  but  also 
the  perversion  of  the  same  faculties,  which  in- 
stigates them  to  evil  tendencies.  The  moral 
law  appears  founded  upon  the  truth,  that  man 
is  incited  towards  actions  prejudicial  to  his 
social  happiness;  or  why  was  the  command- 
ment ever  given,  that  man  should  not  err?  If 
he  was  not  so  disposed,  the  ordinance  would 
appear  to  be  unnecessary.  But  the  commands, 
"  thou  shalt  not  kill."  <'  thou  shalt  not  steal," 
"  ikon  shalt  not  bear  false  witness,"  fee.  plainly 
signify  that  men  are  so  inclined;  that  they  had 
committed  deeds,  which,  exciting  feelings  of 
retaliation,  led  to  warfare  and  disorder:  and 
the  law  as  clearly  shows,  that  the  contrary  prac- 
tices lead  to  the  temporal  benefit  of  mankind. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  which 
it  is  considered  proper  to  give.  Other  animals, 
besides  man,  exhibit  many  propensities  of  a 
similar  character  to  those  we  call  crimes  in 
men,  and  which  we  might  incline  to  imitate 
or  Justify,  by  their  acts.  The  moral  law 
draws  the  line  between  them,  and  intimates 
that  man  does  possess  the  power  of  resistance, 
or  may  arrive  at  it.  We  cannot  close  these 
observations,  however,  without  referring  to 
the  moral  law  as  exhibiting  the  most  distinct 
evidences  that  certain  physical  comforts  are 
essential  to  morality.  No  where  are  the  obli- 
gations for  attention  to  the  temporal  wants  of 
the  necessitous,  insisted  upon  with-  more  firm- 
ness, humanity  and  policy,  than  in  that  law ; 
and  we  cannot  think  that  it  was  designed  in 
vain.  An  abundance  of  food,  cleanliness,  pro- 
tection from  oppression  or  injustice,  and  the 
right  of  personal  independence,  are  plainly  in- 
dicated by  the  moral  law,  which  shows  that 
mutual  obligations  bind  society  together,  and 
that  injustice  towards  one  portion  must  event- 
uate in  repeated  wrong.  If,  then,  at  the  same 
time  we  exact  the  penalties  of  the  moral  law, 
(upon  which  our  common  and  statute  laws  are 
rounded)  for  crimes  it  has  enumerated,  we  do 
not  afford  the  facilities  of  physical,  moral, 
practical  and  intellectual  instruction,  which  the 
same  law  enjoins,  to  those  whose  only  inherit- 
ance is  the  possession  of  their  faculties,  and 
their  only  means  of  subsistence  dependent  upon 
the  exercise  of  them— it  must  appear  evident 
that  society,  as  well  as  the  criminal,  has  some- 
thing to  answer  for.  That  proper  attention  to 
the  physical  as  well  as  the  moral  cultivation  of 
persons  in  the  poorest  condition,  is  considered 
requisite  to  assist  in  relieving  society  from  evils 
and  expense  which  strongly  threaten  it,  ap- 
pears from  the  numerous,  costly,  and  judicious 
arrangements  already  made,  and  preparing,  by 
the  various  institutions  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia. 

The  committee  will  point  to  the  great  im- 
provements in  Penitentiary  discipline,  which 
already  begin  to  exercise  a  beneficial  influence 
in  the  state ;  to  the  establishment  of  a  House  of 
Refuge  for  juvenile  offenders,  highly  calculated 
for  their  instruction  and  amendment,  and 
where  punishment  forms  so  slight  a  share  of 
the  discipline ;  and  to  the  New  County  Prison 
erected  with  reference  to  solitary  confinement, 
to  contain  those  whose  condition  we  have  de- 
scribed in  the  Arch  Street  Jail,  the  cost  of 
which  is  calculated  at  290,000  dollars,  and  is 
designed  to  hold  430  prisoners ;  which  number, 
it  is  hoped,  a  modification  of  existing  laws  may 
diminish. 

The  committee  cannot  omit  to  mention  the 
New  Aims-House,  building  upon  the  west  bank 
of  the  Schuylkill,  in  the  midst  of  a  farm  of  180 
■ffff*  containing  a  hospital  for  the  sick,  a 
Children's  asylum,  and   various   work-shops. 


This  immense  poor-house,  which  is  designed 
to  accommodate  three  thousand  persons,  should 
the  demands  of  posterity  require  it,  will  pos- 
sess separate  dormitories  for  the  individual  in- 
mates, and  is  estimated,  when  finished,  to  cost 
upwards  of  550,000  dollars.  Such  vast  prepa- 
rations make  us  more  sensible  of  the  necessity 
of  a  suUcm  qf  general  and  useful  education,  to  obvi- 
ate the  causes  which  so  sensibly  augment  the  de- 
mands for  relief  with  the  rapid  increase  of  oar 
population.  And  here  the  committee  can  give 
another  practical  illustration  of  the  advantages 
of  instruction,  which  they  witnessed  at  the  ad- 
mirably conducted  institution  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb.  No  one,  who  has  seen  the  intelligence 
and  happiness  which  beam  from  the  counte- 
nances of  those  deprived  of  bearing  and  of 
speech,  by  the  education  of  their  other  faculties, 
can  doubt  the  influences  which  kindness,  in- 
struction and  occupation  exercise  over  our  race. 

Crimes  do  originate  from  the  misery,  the  dis- 
tresses and  the  ignorance  of  the  poor;  to  be 
prevented  there  must  be  an  improvement  in 
their  condition  and  information.  The  very 
sight  of  the  prisoners  in  the  Arch  Street  Jail, 
gives  an  opinion  of  the  operation  of  such  causes. 
We  fear  that  too  frequently  the  combined  in- 
fluences of  ignorance  and  of  want  have  more 
effect  in  causing  their  offences  than  the  volun- 
tary desire  to  outrage  the  regulations  of  society. 
The  farmer  sees  among  his  cattle  some  who 
appear  naturally  prone  to  vicious  practices ;  box 
it  is  most  certain,  that  the  want  of  suitable  pas- 
turage, and  bad  fences,  soon  teach  the  most  gen- 
tle to  trespass. . 

It  may  be  inquired  whether  ignorance  of  the 
laws  is,  in  no  instance,  a  justification  upon 
equitable  principles? — for  truth  and  justice 
should  have  the  preference  over  a  Roman  prov- 
erb. The  committee  have  sufficient  evidence, 
from  their  inquiries  among  the  prisoners,  that 
there  is  often  an  extreme  ignorance,  not  only  of 
the  crime  committed,  and  of  its  influence  upon 
society,  but  of  toe  time  for  which  the  sentence 
was  passed,  and  the  sum  of  costs,  which,  in 
many  cases,  was  claimed  as  the  only  charm 
for  sending  the  individual  to  Prison.  Igno- 
rance, in  such  instances,  is  a  heavier  charge  to 
the  public  than  a  sufficient  education,  which 
would  withdraw  the  individual  very  much  from 
the  operations  or  these  oppressive  acts,  without 
referring  to  the  absolute  interest  which  every 
state  has  in  the  intellectual  and  practical  im- 
provement of  its  citizens. 

It  becomes  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  re- 
gard carefully  those  great  principles  of  our  being 
which,  among  all  nations,  and  in  every  ace, 
have  actuated  mankind:  and  to  investigate  the 
causes  of  action  which  regulate  our  natural 
character,  and  affect  so  materially  our  happi- 
ness in  this  life.  The  arrangements  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  the  laws,  it  is  now  conceded,  in- 
fluence, largely,  the  condition  of  the  people; 
and  we  have,  in  so  many  historical  instances, 
witnessed  there-action  of  injustice  and  oppres- 
sion, that  it  becomes  manifest  that  all  our  in- 
terests are  involved  in  preventing,  controHing 
and  amending  abuses.  In  our  country,  where 
the  principles  of  law  are  designed  to  be  ad- 
ministered with  reference  to  the  individual  ob- 
ligations and  rights  of  each  citizen  in  the  ttate, 
it  Is  a  matter  or  the  highest  moment  that  every 
exertion  should  be  made,  which  it  i*  in  the 
power  of  those  who  ena':t  laws,  to  contrive, 
to  overcome  the  evils  which  poverty,  crime, 
misery  and  disease  engender  in  society. 

That  the  physical  condition  affects  the  moral 
character,  there  can  be  no  w  no  doubt,  as  well  as 
of  the  reverse  reaction.  It  has  been  witnessed  in 
European  revolutions,  tiiat  the  ignorant  and 
base  have  avenged  their  degradation  upon  the 
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wise  and  the  virtuous,  as  well  as  upon  the  de- 
spotic and  the  oppressor.  We  may  observe, 
that  the  expense  incurred  to  modify  evils,  when 
(hey  do  occur,  is  always  lessened  by  judicious 
anticipations. 

While  the  committee  are  prepared  to  propose 
a  legislative  enactment  for  an  increased  sup- 
ply of  provisions  and  comforts,  for  the  untried 
prisoners  and  debtors  whom  the  safety  of  so- 
ciety and  the  welfare  of  the  state  may  require 
to  be  confined,  and  to  place  such  persons  at 
least  upon  an  equal  position  with  the  convicts, 
it  must  also  be  arranged  that  the  improvements 
suggested  should  not  increase  the  disposition 
or  facilities  to  misuse  the  public  revenue,  by 
encouraging  idleness  and  profligacy:  for  it  is 
thought  that  an  improvement  of  the  diet  of  the 
prisoners  by  law,  would  largely  augment  the 
amount  of  committals,  so  long  as  the  magis- 
trates have  the  power  to  send  such  a  multitude 
of  minor  offenders  to  Jail  for  their  costs. 

Unnecessary  delays  of  justice  cause  a  real  in- 
jury to  the  prisoner ;  in  some  Instances  greater 
than  the  offence  he  has  committed  against  so- 
ciety. Some  of  our  laws  bear  particularly 
bard  against  the  industrious  poor;  many  of 
them  originated  in  the  most  illiberal,  despotic, 
ot  profligate  periods  of  Roman  and  English  his- 
tory ;  and  we  may  allege,  that  enactments  made 
it  the  termination  of  the  civil  wars  of  Great 
Britain,  when  political  and  religious  dissensions 
had  exasperated  all  parties  in  the  state,  are  not 
adapted  to  the  present  condition  of  society,  nor 
to  the  institutions  of  this  state.  Such  are  the 
laws  which  affect  the  minor  criminals,  and  the 
authority  which  magistrates  exercise,  in  many 
instances,  over  the  unfortunate.*  The  late  act 
it  Assembly  which  provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  aldermen  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
makes  no  alteration  in  the  laws  which  regulate 
their  actions ;  and  even  good  magistrates  can- 
not veil  administer  bad  laws. 

The  intemperate  form  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  prisoners  who  are  committed  to  the  Jail, 
that  a  remark  upon  their  condition  naturally 
suggests  itself.  Intemperance  does  not  appear 
lo  be  justly  an  aggravation  of  crime  In  all  cases, 
(nit  to  result  in  many  from  disease,  misfortune, 
wvere  trials,  and  distress.  The  habit,  once 
contracted,  becomes  so  firmly  established,  that 
lid  beyond  the  volition  of  the  diseased  individ- 
ual appears  requisite  for  reformation ;  and  in- 
stances have  been  known  where  confinement 
has  been  requested  by  those  who  felt  their  in- 
capacity to  resist  the  powerful  instigations  of 
the  stomach.  In  some  persons,  this  state  of 
iesire  for  intoxicating  liquors,  is  so  nearly  al- 
lied to  temporary  insanity,  that  we  scarcely 
know  bow  to  discriminate  them;  and  when 
we  recollect  that  eminent  physicians  have  de- 
clared "the  desire  to  drink  strong  liquors  is 
ieredUaru,"  we  are  equally  at  a  loss  to  distin- 
guish the  line  of  voluntary  and  involuntary  of- 
fence. In  making  this  observation,  we  do  not 
ittempt  to  vindicate  intemperance ;  but  rather 
tiope  that  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  we  have 
mentioned,  may  cause  the  exercise  of  a  moral 
restraint  in  those  whose  affection  for  their  off- 
spring still  maintains  its  natural  and  designed 
influence. 


*  From  the  report  of  the  county  coamiMknen  far  the 
feu  1839,  It  •ppsan  that  the  •mount  charged  to  the  Hooee 
»f  Correction,  for  the  rapport,  done,  of  vagnnta 
tod  unbied  priaonen,  was $M,M0  8l 

To  the  iebum'  apartment,  far  the  rapport  of 
poor  debton,*ad  the  keepers  salary, 1,988  94 

To  then  mam  tie.  to  be  added  various  «zpea«re  contio* 
grades. 


The  committee  consider  one  object  very  ne- 
cessary to  be  stated,  that,  whenever  it  is  essen- 
tial to  restrain  the  liberty,  there  should  always 
be  afforded  the  means  of  industry  to  the  pris- 
oner. If  a  prisoner,  who  was  innocent  and 
{>oor,  had  credited  to  him  the  proceeds  of  his 
abor  while  in  Jail  awaiting  his  trial,  he  would 
be  less  destitute  when  discharged,  and  both  be 
and  the  public  would  reap  the  benefit  of  such 
a  provision :  if  found  guilty,  the  county  would 
be  advantaged,  and  the  time. of  confinement 
before  trial  might  be  deducted  from  the  term  of 
the  sentence.  Those  who  were  guilty  would 
not,  it  is  thought,  generally,  object  to  work,  if 
able,  because  the  refusal  to  do  so  might  appear 
a  presumptive  evidence  of  guilt. 

The  committee,  in  conclusion,  believe  there 
are  causes  connected  with  the  moral  and  phys- 
ical deficiencies  of  a  large  body  of  the  poor, 
and  the  ignorant,  which  will  require  the  assist- 
ance of  general  society  to  regulate.  There  are 
others  in  the  character  of  some  of  our  laws,  as 
well  as  in  their  mode  of  administration,  affect- 
ing disadvantageous^  the  poorer  portions  of 
the  community,  which  peculiarly  expose  them 
at  all  times  to  the  influence  of  epidemic  disease, 
and  unduly  increase  the  number  who  tenant 
the  Jails. 


R. 

Abolish  Imprisonment  for  Debt.  December 
15, 1832,  reprinted  by  Order  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

jAIfUABT  17, 1839. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
vhich  the  subject  had  been  referred,  made  the 
following  Report  s — 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  as  respects  imprisonment  for 
debt,  report. 

That,  acting  under  a  constitution  of  limited 
powers,  delegated  by  the  people  of  the  several 
states,  an  act  of  Congress  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt  can  have  effect  only  in  cases  be- 
longing to  the  federal  courts.  The  primary  anil 
only  legitimate  object  of  government  is,  to 
secure  to  each  individual  the  enjoyment  of  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  These 
cannot  be  forfeited  without  crime.  It  is  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  liberty,  that  crime 
should  be  defined,  and  its  punishment  deter- 
mined by  law.  To  protect  the  citizen  from 
acts  of  tyranny,  the  constitution  secures,  in 
all  cases,  to  the  accused,  the  right  of  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury.  The  violation  of  this  principle 
is  the  essence  of  despotism.  If  insolvency  is 
fraud,  and  if  that  fraud  is  a  crime  which  justly 
deprives  the  insolvent  of  his  liberty,  the  law 
should  define  it  as  such,  and  fix  its  punishment. 
The  trial  should  be,  like  that  of  other  crimes, 
by  an  impartial  jury,  in  the  state  and  district 
where  the  crime  is  committed  :  and  the  pun- 
ishment should  be  pronounced  by  the  court, 
subject,  as  in  other  convictions,  to  the  pardon- 
ing power  in  the  discretion  of  the  Executive. 
In  the  punishment  of  debtors,  all  these  sacred 
principles  are  subverted.  The  citisen  is  de- 
prived of  his  liberty,  without  the  accusation  of 
a  crime,  without  a  criminal  prosecution,  and 
without  a  Jury  to  decide  upon  bis  guilt  j  and 


208 


PRISON   DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY. 


128 


bin  punishment  in  submitted  tq  the  sole  dis- 
cretion of  an  individual  creditor. 

In  nil  the  catalogue  of  human  crimes,  there 
is  none  which  more  imperiously  requires  defi- 
nition than  that  of  fraud.  To  punish  a  crime 
which  is  not  well  defined  by  law,  is  always 
more  injurious  to  society,  because  of  the  abuse 
of  power  to  which  it  subjects  the  accused,  than 
to  suffer  it  with  impunity.  Why  does  not  the 
law  define  and  punish  ingratitude,  a  crime 
which  is  marked  with  universal  execration? 
Because  of  the  difficulty  of  Riving  to  it  such  a 
precise  definition  as  would  separate  the  inno- 
cent from  the  guilty.  By  omitting  to  punish 
this  vice,  we  avoid  a  greater  evil.  So,  in  abol- 
ishing imprisonment  for  debt,  absolutely  and 
without  condition  or  reservation,  we  shall  avoid 
an  evil  infinitely  greater  than  can  be  obviated 
by  any  restriction.  Our  constitution  denounces 
privileged  orders.  The  warning  voice  of  his- 
tory, hearing,  like  peals  of  thunder,  the  cries 
of  the  oppressed  from  ancient  and  modern  na- 
tions where  these  orders  have  existed,  and  still 
exist,  demanded  this  security  for  the  citizens 
of  our  own  country.  But  to  give  to  the  cred- 
itor, in  any  case  whatever,  power  over  the 
body  of  hi*  debtor,  is  a  violation  of  this  princi- 
ple. It  subjects  the  liberty  of  the  great  mass 
of  our  most  useful,  because  most  enterprising 
and  industrious  citizens,  to  the  caprice,  the 
vengeance,  or  forbearance,  of  the  wealthy  and 
the  more  fortunate.  Why  do  we  reprobate  the 
act  which  crowded  so  many  human  beings  in 
the  blnck  hole  of  Calcutta,  where  mortal  pes- 
tilence was  inhaled  from  the  infected  atmos- 
f there  ?  Because  it  was  an  act  of  cruelty  ;  and 
t  is  the  same  abhorrence  that  elicits  this  pop- 
ular cry.  which  has  become  almost  universal, 
against  tin  prison  ment  for  debt. 

Yet  legislators,  the  majority  of  whom  have 
generally  been  of  the  wealthier  class,  or,  at 
least,  free  from  pecuniary  difficulties,  have  so 
complicated  the  system,  that  it  has  become  in- 
volved in  a  labyrinth  of  mystery  ;  and,  to  secure 
its  existence,  they  have  surrounded  it  with 
such  dnrk  suspicions  of  fraud,  that  the  subject 
can  scarcely  Ihj  approached  without  embar- 
rassment. Thus,  like  all  other  systems  of  des- 
potism, it  has  imposed  upon  the  minds  of  men, 
with  some  shadow  of  plausibility,  the  idea  of 
necessity ;  till,  by  long  habit,  they  have  grad- 
ually become,  in  some  degree,  reconciled  to 
the  oppression.  The  victim  is  cut  ofT  from  so- 
ciety ;  and  because  he  pines  in  solitude,  where 
his  miseries  are  not  seen,  nor  his  complaints 
heard,  his  case  is  passed  over  as  an  instance 
of  individual  misfortune,  for  which  there  is  no 
remedy,  and  which  is  scarcely  worthy  of  ob- 
servation. But  if  all  of  these  victims  of  oppres- 
sion were  presented  to  our  view  in  one  con- 
gregated mass,  with  all  the  train  of  wives, 
children,  and  friends,  involved  in  the  same 
ruin,  they  would  exhibit  a  spectacle  at  which 
humanity  would  shudder.  It  was  a  remark  of 
one  of  the  sages  of  antiquity,  that  the  best  gov- 
ernment is  that  vhere  an  injury  to  one  citizen 
is  resented  as  an  injury  to  the  whole.  Here, 
in  our  own  free  and  happy  country,  many 
thousands  of  our  fellow  citizens  arc  suffering 
annually  the  deepest  injury.  Children  are  de- 
prived of  their  natural  guardians,  families  of 
their  support,  and  freemen  of  their  liberty,  by 
a  remnant  of  barbarism,  which  requires  nothing 
but  the  voice  of  legislation  to  blot  it  out  forever. 
From  the  earliest  dawn  of  civilization,  it  has 
been  a  subject  of  the  severest  censure,  and  of 
the  most  unqualified  denunciation. 

But  history  teaches  us  that  men,  accustomed 
to  bondage,  may  contract  a  fondness  for  the 
chains  that  bind  them.  The  subjects  of  mon- 
arch!  become  attached  to  their  aristocratic 


establishments,  and  are  hardly  persuaded  to 
forego  the  splendors  of  royalty  for  the  simplici- 
ty of  republican  government.  So  in  relation 
to  this  vestige  of  despotism  amongst  us :  the 
most  obstinate  prejudices  are  enlisted  ia  its 
favor,  sustained  by  all  the  cupidity  of  sordid 
minds.  The  injustice  and  cruelty  of  the  sys- 
tem are  generally  conceded ;  but  the  wise* 
heads  and  purest  hearts  have  found  such  insar- 
inountable  difficulties  in  devising  a  remedy, 
which  will  at  once  eradicate  the  evil,  and 
guard  against  Imaginary  dangers,  that  the  pres- 
ervation of  personal  liberty  must  be  regarded 
as  hopeless,  upon  any  other  principle  than  that 
of  the  total  and  absolute  abolition  of  imprison- 
ment for  debt.  For  ages  past,  the  common 
rights  of  humanity  have  been  violated  upon 
the  pretext  that,  in  some  rases,  fraud  may  ei- 
ist,  and  to  such  a  degree  as  may  justly  deprive 
a  citizen  of  his  liberty.  The  committer  in 
aware  that  such  cases  may  exist  j  but  can  there 
be  no  other  remedy  provided  than  that  of  sub- 
mitting it  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  creditor, 
to  punish,  at  discretion,  the  innocent  and  the 
guilty?  Shall  ninety-nine  innocent  victims 
of  misfortune  be  cut  off  from  their  families  and 
the  world,  that  one  fraudulent  debtor  may  be 
punished  without  trial,  and  without  proof  of 
guilt  ?  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  whole  spirit 
of  our  institutions  to  urge,  as  argument!  ia 
favor  of  the  system,  that  creditor!  are  seliloa 
vindictive  against  honest  debtors ;  or  that 
fraudulent  debtors  are  more  numerous  this 
cruel  creditors ;  or  that  public  sentiment  will 
correct  the  disposition  to  act  with  severity. 

The  facts  are  often  the  reverse.  Creditor! 
arc  often  relentless.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
fraud  is  not  as  common  on  the  part  of  the  cred- 
itor as  on  that  of  the  debtor,  {and  crueitjf  mart 
common  than  tither,)  and  public  sentiment  bai 
but  little  influence  over  an  avaricious  mind. 
The  system  originated  in  cupidity.  It  is  a  con- 
firmation of  power  in  the  few  against  tbe 
many;  the  fortunate  against  the  unfortunate; 
the  patrician  against  the  plebeian ;  and  it  h 
doubtful  whether  that  civilized  community 
ever  existed,  which  would  toli-rutc  this  system. 
if  the  sentiments  of  all  cotrid  be  known  and 
faithfully  represented.  But  we  learn,  frum 
long  habit,  to  endure,  and  even  to  advocate, 
what  becomes  most  execrable  to  us  when  tbe 
fetter  is  broken.  Bo  long  as  a  solitary  benefit 
is  known  to  result  from  any  established  cus- 
tom, however  oppressive  or  absurd  in  it*  gen- 
eral tendency,  still  there  is  a  reluctance-  to 
change.  The  Spanish  inquisition,  now  the 
abhorrence  of  all  enlightened  minds,  was  long 
sustained  in  many  countries,  by  the  tyrant's 
plea  of  necessity  for  restraining  vice;  and  its 
cruelties  were  long  tolerated,  upon  the  princi- 
ple that  some  solitary  benefit  might  result. 
Even  In  this  country,  and  to  the  present  day, 
the  force  of  ancient  prejudice  is  so  stroiic,  that 
persons  are  found  who  are  fearful  for  tbe 
interest  of  religion,  if  undefined  and  unpro- 
tected by  legislative  acts  ;  and,  in  support  of 
the  principle,  some  instance  may  be  citrd  in 
which  this  interference  may  have  restrained 
licentiousness. 

In  the  burning  a  thousand  heretics  the  worl  j 
may  have  been  delivered  from  one  danger* .as 
citizen.  In  the  destruction  of  n  thousand  sor- 
cerers, convicted  of  witchcraft,  one  knave  may 
have  perished.  The  benefit  of  clerg*;,  which 
secured  from  capital  punishment,  for  pettv  of- 
fences, all  who  could  read  and  vrite,  while 
the  more  ignorant  were  doomed  t-jdeath  for  tbe 
same  crimes,  may  have  saved  t#*r  useful  lives, 
when  a  milder  and  more  eqi  jtable  administra- 
tion of  justice  would  have  saved  mouj.  A 
despot,  clothed  with  unlimited  power,  govern- 
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I  without  law,  may  have  punished  tome 
tenders,  who  would  have  escaped  under  our 
publican  institutions. 

All  these  cruelties  have  been  legalized  ;  and, 
bile  bleeding  humanity  was  sinking  under 
a  burthen  of  oppression,  the  few  instances 
apparent  benefit  sustained  the  whole  system 
tyranny;  and  the  world  became  so  recon- 
ed  to  the  bondage,  that  every  reformation 
a  been  effected  by  violence,  and  toil,  and 
»d.  Of  a  similar  character  is  this  rcmain- 
g  Testige  of  barbarism,  which  dooms  the 
dim  of  misfortune  to  the  culprit's  destiny. 
la  sustained  upon  the  same  principle.  In 
b  imprisonment  of  a  hundred  debtors,  one 
■y  bare  deserved  the  punishment  for  fraud  ; 
d  in  this  solitary  case  of  just  retribution, 
b  cries  of  the  ninety-nine  innocent  sufferers 
e  unheard  or  unregarded.  The  obligation  of 
contract  is  sacred.  The  committee  would 
C  recommend  a  measure  calculated  to  impair 
The  property  of  the  debtor  is  made  liable 
r  ita  discharge,  in  all  well-regulated  societies, 
tth  such  reservations  as  are  deemed  neces- 
ry  by  the  sovereign  power,  such  as  giving 
mediate  relief  to  the  wife  and  children, 
gether  with  such  implements  as  will  enable 
e  husbandman  and  mechanic  to  pursue  their 
efnl  vocations.  These  reservations  were 
ade  in  the  early  ages  of  the  Grecian  repub- 
'M\  and  the  principle  has  been  held  sacred 
r  municipal  law,  by  common  law,  by  civil 
w.  It  is  a  regulation  which  the  prosperity  of 
e  commonwealth  requires,  because  industry 
the  life  of  the  country. 
A  nation  may  exist  without  professional  men, 
Hhout  a  moneyed  capital ;  bnt  it  cannot  ex- 
t,  in  a  civilized  state,  without  agriculturists 
id  artisans.  But  it  is  of  little  avail  to  reserve 
teir  implements  of  labor,  and  imprison  their 
arsons.  The  state  sustains  a  loss,  the  (ami- 
es are  ruined,  and  the  creditors  are  not  bene- 
ted.  When  the  e fleet*  of  the  debtor  are  ex- 
lusted,  and  his  debts  remain  unliquidated, 
ic  world  has  been  divided  in  sentiment  as  to 
le  extent  of  a  pecuniary  obligation  against 
le  personal  liberty  of  the  debtor.  In  ancient 
Greece,  the  power  of  creditors  over  the  persons 
f  their  debtors  was  absolute ;  and,  as  in  all 
ases  where  despotic  control  is  tolerated,  their 
ipacity  was  boundless.  They  compelled  the 
lsolvent  debtors  to  cultivate  their  lauds  like 
attle,  to  perform  the  service  of  beasts  of  bur- 
den, and  to  transfer  to  them  their  sons  and 
aughters,  whom  they  exported  as  slaves  to 
oretgn  countries. 

These  acts  of  cruelty  were  tolerated  in  Athens 
.uring  her  more  barbarous  state,  and  in  per- 
ect  consonance  with  the  character  of  a  people 
rho  could  elevate  a  Draco,  and  bow  to  his 
nandate*  registered  in  blood.  Out  the  wisdom 
€  Solon  corrected  the  evil.  Athens  felt  the 
enefit  of  the  reform,  and  the  pen  of  the  his- 
orian  has  recorded  the  name  of  her  lawgiver, 
a  the  benefactor  of  man.  In  ancient  Rome, 
he  condition  of  the  unfortunate  poor  was  still 
sore  abject.  The  cruelty  of  the  Twelve  Tables 
igainst  insolvent  debtors  should  be  held  up  as 
i  beacon  of  warning  to  all  modern  nations, 
titer  Judgment  was  obtained,  thirty  days  of 
[race  were  allowed  before  a  Roman  was  de- 
ivered  into  the  power  of  his  creditor.  After 
bis  period,  he  was  retained  in  a  private  prison, 
vith  12  ounces  of  rice  for  his  daily  sustenance, 
le  might  be  hound  with  a  chain  of  15  pounds 
veight ;  and  his  misery  was  three  times  ex- 
tosed  in  the  market  place,  to  excite  the  coni- 
lassion  of  his  friends.  At  the  expiration  of 
ilxty  days,  the  debt  was  discharged  by  the  loss 
»f  liberty  or  life.  The  insolvent  debtor  was 
tither  put  to  death  or  sold  In  foreign  slavery 
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beyond  the  Tiber.  But  if  several  creditors 
were  alike  obstinate  and  unrelenting,  they 
might  legally  dismember  his  body,  and  satiate 
their  revenge  by  this  horrid  partition.  Though 
the  refinements  of  modern  criticisms  have  en- 
deavored to  divest  this  ancient  cruelty  of  ita 
horrors,  the  faithful  Gibbon,  who  is  not  re- 
markable for  his  partiality  to  the  poorer  class, 
preferring  the  liberal  sense  of  antiquity,  draws 
this  dark  picture  of  the  effect  or  giving  the 
creditor  power  over  the  person  of  the  debtor. 
No  sooner  was  the  Roman  empire  subverted, 
than  the  delusion  of  Roman  perfection  began 
to  vanish  ;  and  then  the  absurdity  and  cruelly 
of  this  system  began  to  be  oxploded  :  a  system 
which  convulsed  Greece  ana  Rome,  and  filled 
the  world  with  misery,  and  without  ono  re- 
deeming benefit,  could  no  longer  be  endured  j. 
and,  to  the  honor  of  humanity,  for  about  one 
thousand  years,  during  the  middle  ages,  lm- 

?risonment  for  debt  was  generally  abolished, 
'hey  seemed    to  have  understood  what,  in 
more  modern  times,  wo  are  less  ready  to  com- 
prehend—that power,  in  any  degree,  over  the 
person  of  the  debtor,  is  the  same  in  principle, 
varying  only  in  degree,  whether  it  be  to  im- 
prison, to  enslave,  to  brand,  to  dismember,  or 
to  divide  his  body.    But  as  the  lapse  of  time 
removed  to  a  greater  distance  the  cruelties 
which  had  been  suffered,  the  cupidity  of  the 
affluent  found  means  again  to  introduce  the 
system ;  but  by  such  slow  gradations  that  the 
unsuspecting  poor  were  scarcely  conscious  of 
the  change.    The  history  of  English  jurispru- 
dence furnishes  the  remarkable  fact,  that,  for 
many  centuries,  personal  liberty  could  not  be 
violated  for  debt.     Property  alone  could  be 
taken  to  satisfy  a  pecuniary  demand.    It  was 
not  until  the  reign  of  Henry  HI.,  in  the  thir- 
teenth century,  that  the  principle  of  imprison- 
ment for  debt  was  recognized  in  ths  land  of 
our  ancestors,  and  that  was  in  favcr  of  the 
barons  alone;   the  nobility  against  their  bai- 
litfi,  who  had  received  their  rents,  and  had  ap- 
propriated them  to  their  own  use.    Here  was 
the  shadow  of  a  pretext.    The  great  objection 
to  the  punishment  was,  that  it  was  inflicted  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  baron,  uithout  a  trial— an 
evil  incident  to  aristocracies,  but  obnoxious  to 
republics.    The  courts,  under  the  pretext  of 
imputed  crime,  or  constructive  violence  on  Uie 
part  of  the  debtor,  soon  tiegan  to  extend  the 
principle,  but  without  legislative  sanction.    In 
the  11th  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  the  im- 
mediate successor  of  Henry,  the  right  of  im- 
Jrisonlug  debtors  was  extended  to  merchants — 
cwish  merchants   excepted,  on    account  of 
their  heterodoxy  in  religion — and  was  exercised 
with  great  severity.    This  extension  was  an 
act  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  mouarch.    Tlio 
ascendency  obtained  by  the  barons  menaced 
the  power  of  the  throne ;  and,  to  counteract 
their  influence,  the  merchants,  a  uumerous  and 
wealthy  class,  were  selected  by  the  monarch, 
and  invested  with  the  same  authority  over  their 
debtors.    But  England  was  not  yet  prepared 
for  the  yoke.    8he  could  endure  a  hereditary 
nobility ;  she  could  tolerate  a  monarchy ;  but 
she  could  not  yet  resign  her  unfortunate  sons, 
indiscriminately,  to  the  Prison.  The  barons  and 
the  merchants  had  gained  the  power  over  their 
victims  ;  yet  more  than  60  years  elapsed  before 
Parliament  dared  to  venture  another  act  recog- 
nizing the  principle.    During  this  period,  im- 
prisonment for  debt  had,  in  some  degree,  lort 
its  novelty.    The  Incarceration  of  the  debtor 
began  to  make  the  impression  that  fraud,  and 
not  misfortune,  had  brought  on  his  catastrophe, 
and  that  he  was,  therefore,  unworthy  of  the 
protection  of  the  law,  and  too  degraded  for  the 
society  of  the  world.  Parliament  then  v«t&K«A> 
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in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  in  the  14th  cen- 
tury, to  extend  the  principle  to  two  other  eases 
— debt  and  detinue.  This  measure  opened  the 
door  for  the  imposition*  which  were  gradually 
Introduced  by  judicial  usurpation,  and  have 
resulted  in  the  most  cruel  oppression.  Parlia- 
ment, for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  after- 
wards, did  not  venture  to  outrage  the  senti- 
ments of  an  injured  and  indignant  people,  by 
extending  the  power  to  ordinary  creditors. 
But  they  had  laid  the  foundation,  and  an  irre- 
sponsible judiciary  reared  the  superstructure. 
From  the  94th  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
to  the  19th  of  Henry  VIII.  the  subject  slum- 
bered in  Parliament.  In  the  mean  time,  all 
the  ingenuity  of  the  courts  was  employed,  by 
the  introduction  of  artificial  forms  and  legal 
fictions,  to  extend  the  power  of  Imprisonment 
for  debt  in  cases  not  provided  for  by  statute. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  court  called  the  Ring's 
Bench,  extends  to  all  crimes  or  disturbances 
against  the  peace.  Under  this  court  of  crim- 
inal Jurisdiction,  the  debtor  was  arrested  by 
what  was  called  the  writ  of  Middlesex,  upon  a 
supposed  trespass  or  outrage  against  the  peace 
and  dignity  of  the  crown.  Thus,  by  a  fictitious 
construction,  the  person  who  owed  his  neigh- 
bor was  supposed  to  be,  what  every  one  knew 
him  not  to  be,  a  violator  of  the  peace,  and  an 
offender  against  the  dignity  of  the  crown  ;  and 
while  his  body  was  held  in  custody  for  this 
crime,  he  was  proceeded  against  in  a  civil  ac- 
tion, for  which  he  was  not  liable  to  arrest  un- 
der statute.  The  Jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  extended  to  civil  actions  arising 
between  Individuals  upon  private  transactions. 
To  sustain  its  importance  upon  a  scale  equal 
with  that  of  its  rival,  this  court  also  adopted 
its  fictions,  and  extended  its  power  upon  arti- 
ficial construction,  quite  as  far  beyond  its 
statutory  prerogative ;  and  upon  the  fictitious 
plea  of  trespass,  constituting  a  legal  supposi- 
tion of  outrage  against  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom, authorized  the  writ  of  capias,  and  subse- 
quent imprisonment,  in  cases  where  a  sum- 
mons only  was  warranted  by  law.  The  court 
of  exchequer  was  designed  to  protect  the 
king's  revenue,  and  had  no  legal  jurisdiction, 
except  in  cases  of  debtors  to  the  public.  The 
ingenuity  of  this  court  found  means  to  extend 
its  jurisdiction  to  all  cases  of  debt  between 
individuals,  upon  the  fictitious  plea  that  the 
plaintiff,  who  instituted  the  suit,  was  a  debtor 
to  the  king,  and  rendered  the  less  able  to  dis- 
charge the  debt  by  the  default  of  the  defendant. 
Upon  this  artificial  pretext,  that  the  defendant 
was  debtor  to  the  king'*  debtor,  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  to  secure  the  king's  revenue, 
usurped  the  power  of  arraigning  and  imprison- 
ing debtors  of  every  description.  Thus  these 
rival  courts,  each  ambitious  to  sustain  its  rela- 
tive iin|H>rtance,  and  extend  its  jurisdiction, 
introduced,  as  legal  facts,  the  most  palpable 
fiction.*,  and  sustained  the  most  absurd  sole- 
cisms as  legal  syllogisms. 

Where  the  person  of  the  debtor  was,  by 
statute,  held  sacred,  the  courts  devised  the 
meaiM  ot  construing  the  demand  of  a  H»«bt  into 
the  supposition  of  n  crime,  for  which  he  wan 
subject  to  arrest  on  mesne  process ;  and  the 
evidence  of  debt,  into  the  conviction  of  a  crime 
a*rainst  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  for  which  he 
w.w  deprived  of  his  liberty  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  offended  party.  These  practices  of  the 
courts  obtained  by  regular  gradation.  Each 
art  of  usurpation  was  a  precedent  for  similar 
outrages,  until  the  system  became  general,  and 
r\t  length  received  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
The  spirit  of  avarice  finally  gained  a  complete 
triumph  over  personal  liberty.  The  sacred 
claims  of  misfortune  were  disregarded,  and   to 


the  iron  grasp  of  poverty  were  added  the  de- 
gradation of  infamy  and  the  misery  of  toe 
dungeon. 

Parliament  appeared  sometimes  to  reW-nt, 
and  made  several  efforts  to  correct  the  aNu*ei  ; 
but  the  influence  of  creditors,  and  the  p»*»rr 
of  the  courts,  were  too  formidable  for  Parliv 
ment  itself;  and  while  a  vestige  of  the  syfteta 
remains,  the  oppression  will  never  terminal*-. 
The  time  was.  when  personal  liberty  in  Eng- 
land was  so  highly  valued,  that,  before  the  in- 
stitution of  a  suit  against  an  individual,  the 
plaintiff  was  required  to  give  real  and  respon- 
sible pledges  to  prosecute  the  suit  with  effect; 
and  if  the  action  proved  to  be  groundless  t<r 
malicious,  he  was  subjected  to  damages.  Bat, 
ultimately,  the  courts,  without  the  antkont; 
of  statute,  broke  this  common  law  barrier 
against  oppression,  and  for  real  pledges  sub- 
stituted fictitious  names,  as  John  Dm  cad 
Richard  Rot ;  while,  upon  the  mere  suggestiofl 
or  oath  of  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant  may  be 
arrested  and  imprisoned  before  debt  is  proves, 
unless  he  can  procure  bail. for  hist  appearance. 
Thus  was  the  whole  artifice  of  the  learned 
benches  of  England,  with  all  the  authority  of 
the  aristocracy,  employed  for  centuries,  to  in- 
troduce, by  the  most  gradual  measures,  iav 
prisonment  for  debt,  even  before  a  people,  ac- 
customed to  all  the  abuses  of  hereditary  power, 
could  be  brought  under  its  control.  Rut  when 
it  was  established,  our  ancestors,  with  the 
whole  system  of  British  jurisprudence,  brought 
it  with  them  to  this  new  world.  It  has  be*a 
long  endured,  and  its  miseries  have  been  ex- 
tensively felt.  It  is  this  day  depriving  oar 
country  of  the  industry  of  many  of  her  citizens 
and  carrying  distress  into  their  numerous  fan- 
nies. But  there  is  evidently  a  spirit  of  refor- 
mation awakened  in  the  public  mind,  and  the 
redeeming  voice  of  the  people  demands  the 
change. 

Public  sentiment,  like  the  general  tendsney 
of  our  laws,  is  iu  favor  of  the  unfortunate 
debtor.  It  speaks  for  liberty,  and  gives  it  aa 
estimate  al>ove  the  value  of  gold.  If  thsre  is 
a  country  on  earth  in  which  personal  liberty  bas 
a  claim  to  the  protection  of  the  law, paramount  to 
ever}'  other  claim,  it  is  found  on  these  western 
shores.  But  while  the  body,  under  say  rtrrasv- 
ttances^  is  liable  to  arrest  on  mesne  process,  or 
after  judgment  is  obtained,  whether  to  coere 
a  surrender  of  property,  or  to  punish  for  real 
insolvency,  there  is  no  security  for  liberty. 
Till  the  destinies  of  fortune  shall  he  subject  to 
human  control,  no  citizen,  however  mentor**"', 
is  certain  to  close  his  days  without  being  im- 
mured in  the  walls  of  a  Prison.  If  stolen 
goods  are  secreted,  the  oath  of  suspicion  is 
necessary  to  procure  n  search  warrant;  and 
then  the  person  suspected  is  free  from  amr*t 
till  the  property  is  found  in  his  po«sc»h'n. 
But  in  case  of  debt,  the  person  is  liable  to  be 
arrested,  and  to  be  held  in  custody,  eveu  under 
the  mildest  insolvent  laws,  till  the  d«*btor  »bnll, 
on  oath,  make  a  surrender  of  his  effect*.  The 
plea  of  necessary  coercion  furni>bes  a  pt«>r 
apology.  Man.  held  in  confinement  for  one 
hour,  by  the  lawful  authority  of  hts  fellow 
citizen,  is  degraded  in  the  estimation  of  m*-i- 
ety,  and  is  liable  to  lose  respect  for  himsrlt'. 
The  spirit  of  freedom,  which  achieved,  and 
which  still  sustains,  our  independence,  i« 
broken  ;  and  he  often  sinks  into  a  state  of  ruin- 
ous despondency,or  is  urged  on  to  acts  of  desper- 
ation. The  only  safe  course  is,  to  destnn  the 
capias  ad  satisfaciendum,  the  writ  which  takes 
the  body  upon  a  judgment,  and,  as  experience 
may  point  the  necessity  of  other  measures  to 
secure  the  surrender  of  the  property,  time  will 
perfect  them.     The  power  of  the'  state  lefts- 
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latures  is  ample,  and  they  will  not  fail  to  pro- 
vide the  remedy ;  and  the  committee  believe  it 
will  be  moit  wise  to  leave  that  power  with  the 
atatee.  Whatever  may  be  the  theory  of  legis- 
lation, the  true  character  of  a  system  is  demon- 
strated by  its  effects.  If  it  renders  society 
more  free  and  happy,  it  should  be  retained ; 
bat  if  it  augments  the  sufferings  of  the  com- 
munity, without  producing  benefits  which  will 
more  than  countervail  the  evils,  it  ought  to  be 
abandoned.  The  spurious  origin  of  this  sys- 
tem is  not  the  leading  point  on  which  the 
committee  would  dwell — nor  even  the  gener- 
ous sympathies  which  its  victims  excite.  Its 
ruinous  consequences  to  society,  without  ben- 
efit even  to  the  creditor,  show  the  necessity  of 
its  abolition. 

The  power  of  the  creditor  is  generally  ex- 
erted under  feelings  of  irritation,  and  to  satiate 
a  spirit  of  revenge.  The  American  citizen, 
who  has  bled  for  his  country,  or  whose  penury 
has  resulted  from  his  father's  sacrifices  in  the 
eauae  of  independence,  is  reduced  to  a  condi- 
tion In  which  he  cannot  meet,  with  punctuality, 
the  claims  against  him.  What  is  the  conse- 
quence i  From  that  moment  his  liberty  is  for- 
feited to  the  discretion  of  his  creditor.  His 
Estriotism,  his  integrity  of  character,  avail 
im  nothing.  If  be  is  permitted,  in  his  daily 
exercise,  to  pass  the  bounds  of  a  Prison  wall, 
it  is  by  the  forbearance  of  another.  He  is  lia- 
ble to  be  held  in  degrading  custody,  even  under 
the  mildest  laws  of  insolvency,  till  he  shall 
have  taken  the  oath  prescribed ;  and  then,  like 
the  culprit  who  has  received  punishment 
for  his  crime,  he  is  discharged  from  Prison. 
This  is  the  liberty  which  Americans  enjoy  un- 
der the  system  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 
Even  the  Illustrious  Jefferson,  that  patriarch 
of  liberty,  and  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  Mon- 
roe, whose  lives  were  devoted  to  their  country 
in  its  darkest  hours,  enjoyed  their  freedom, 
during  the  shades  of  retirement,  not  by  the 
protection  of  the  law,  but  by  the  forbearance 
of  their  creditors.  A  citizen  cannot,  by  con- 
tract, consign  himself  to  bondage.  He  may  Ax 
his  signet  to  the  indenture  that  purports  to  bind 
him,  but  the  law  will  break  the  fetter.  A  man 
may  forfeit  his  liberty  by  the  commission  of 
crime ;  the  safety  of  society  may  require  that 
be  shall  be  locked  out  from  the  world ;  but 
the  debtor  is  not  convicted  of  a  crime ;  his  lib- 
erty is  not  dangerous  to  society  ;  yet,  by  tech- 
nical implication,  he  may  be  consigned  to 
Prison. 

The  slave,  while  he  toils  for  his  master,  con- 
tributes to  the  nation's  wealth,  and  to  the  ben- 
efit of  society.  The  resources  of  a  nation  con- 
sist principally  in  the  industry  of  its  citizens ; 
and  labor,  by  whatever  hands  performed,  is  a 
contribution  to  the  public  weal.  But  be  who 
pines  a  day  in  Prison,  drags  out  that  portion  of 
his  life  in  useless  indolence ;  starving  in  mis- 
ery, or  living  upon  another's  labor,  while  soci- 
ety is  deprived  of  his  own.  The  miseries  of 
the  debtors'  Prison  present  a  picture  of  wretch- 
edness which  fancy  could  scarcely  draw. 
These  miseries  are  not  confined  to  the  pris- 
oner's cell.  They  extend,  in  all  their  horror, 
to  the  humble  dwelling  of  his  family.  The" 
broken-hearted  wife,  surrounded  with  helpless, 
suffering  children,  weeping  for  the  return  of  an 
affectionate  father,  innocent  and  ignorant  of 
the  fell  destiny  which  dooms  them  to  a  state 
of  untimely  orphanage,  is  driven  to  despond- 
ency, and  sometimes  to  acts  of  infamy.  Nor 
is  the  evil  obviated  by  the  argument,  that  the 
mildness  of  the  insolvent  laws  furnishes  an 
enny  release  from  confinement.  The  moment 
a  citizen  enters  a  Prison  at  the  command  of  his 


fellow  citizen,  his  mind  is  humbled  j  and  the 
principle  is  the  same,  whatever  may  be  the 
duration,  whether  it  can  deprive  him  of  his 
liberty  for  a  day,  a  month,  a  year?  or  three- 
score years  and  ten.  Notwithstanding  all  the 
boasting  of  the  mildness  of  our  insolvent  laws, 
our  Jails  are  crowded  with  debtors :  thousands 
are  annually  imprisoned  for  debt  in  these  United 
States.  These  facts  amply  demonstrate,  that  the 
existing  insolvent  laws  do  not  furnish  a  remedy 
for  the  evil.  It  must  be  eradicated  by  an  entire 
and  total  abolition. 

In  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  no  secu- 
rity can  be  demanded  against  groundless  or 
malicious  actions,  except  the  legal  costs  of 
suit.  But  by  general  practice  under  the  laws, 
the  simple  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  that  the 
defendant  is  indebted  to  him,  is  sufficient  to 
consign  the  defendant  to  Prison,  unless  some 
responsible  person  will  befriend  him  by  be- 
coming his  bail.  He  is  not  required  to  state 
that  the  obligation  was  incurred  by  false  pre- 
tences, nor  that  the  defendant  was  suspected 
of  an  intention  to  secrete  his  property,  or  to 
withdraw  his  person,  or  to  entertain  any  fraud- 
ulent design.  Nothing  is  required  but  the 
plaintiff's  oath  of  debt,  to  place  the  liberty  of 
the  defendant  beyond  the  protection  of  law, 
and  subject  him  to  the  favor  of  an  individual, 
to  save  him  from  Prison.  It  is  difficult  to  as- 
certain any  fixed  principle  upon  which  impris- 
onment for  debt  is  advocated.  It  is  regarded 
by  some  as  a  punishment  for  a  crime :  by  others, 
a  mode  of  coercion  ;  by  some,  a  fulfilment  of 
an  implied  contract ;  by  others,  again,  a  mat- 
ter of  public  policy.  If  it  is  a  crime,  the  object 
of  punishment  should  be  the  reformation  of  the 
offender,  and  the  prevention  of  future  offences. 
An  offence  is  against  society ;  the  guilt  of  the 
offender  should  be  ascertained  by  a  Jury ;  the 
penalty  should  be  fixed  by  law,  according  to 
the  degree  of  guilt,  and  pronounced  by  the 
court  without  consulting  the  pleasure  of  an 
individual.  (But  in  imprisonment  for  debt, 
there  is  no  reformation.)  Society  is  not  dis- 
turbed by  a  criminal  act.  No  guilt  is  imputed 
to  the  debtor.  The  law  furnishes  no  penalty. 
The  court  pronounces  no  sentence.  There  are 
no  grades  of  offence.  All  is  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  an  individual,  and  the  law  operates  in- 
discriminately upon  the  fraudulent  and  un- 
fortunate. If  it  be  a  means  of  coercion,  it  is 
inefficacious.  It  cannot  compel  the  honest 
man  to  pay  what  he  has  no  means  of  paying. 
It  places  him  beyond  the  psssibility  of  procur- 
ing those  means.  The  dishonest  man  will  de- 
vise a  method  of  placing  his  property  beyond 
the  reach  of  his  creditors,  by  preparing  himself 
in  anticipation  of  the  result.  He  will  triumph 
in  the  impotence  of  the  laws.  The  innocent 
are  always  degraded,  and  often  ruined,  while 
the  guilty  escape  the  punishment  which  their 
crimes  deserve.  It  is  not  the  fulfilment  of  a 
contract.  Ko  fair  construction,  even  under  all 
the  fictions  of  law,  can  justify  the  conclusion, 
that  a  debtor  agrees  to  forfeit  his  personal  lib- 
erty to  the  will  of  his  creditor.  The  debtor,  as 
a  citizen  and  free  man,  is  in  all  respects  equal 
to  his  creditor.  No  contract  could  deprive  him 
of  personal  independence  ;  and  in  contracting 
a  debt,  he  has  no  intention  to  compromit  bis 
freedom.  A  contract,  upon  such  a  principle, 
would  be  void,  both  in  law  and  in  equity.  In 
contracting  a  debt,  there  is  a  mutual  agree- 
ment between  the  parties,  in  which  both  are 
interested.  If  a  loan,  it  is  for  usury ;  if  a  sale, 
it  is  for  profit ;  if  an  act  of  friendship,  gratitude 
is  the  safest  pledge  for  its  return,  when  cir- 
cumstances will  permit.  But,  in  all  cases,  the 
ability  of  the  debtor,  from  the  vrsperCf  which 
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he  holds,  or  may  acquire,  is  tlie  only  proper 
means  of  payment ;  and  it  is  the  only  legiti- 
mate resource  which  the  creditor  can  honor- 
ably and  lawfully  anticipate.  If  his  object  is 
to  obtain  power  over  the  liberty  of  the  debtor, 
it  is  dark,  designing,  dishonorable  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  utterly  unworthy  the  sanction  of 
law.  If  his  dependence  is  upon  the  friends  of 
the  debtor,  by  exciting  their  commiseration, 
through  cruelty,  it  deserves  public  reprobation. 
Lord  Mansfield  justly  observes,  if  any  near 
relation  is  Induced  to  pay  the  debt  for  the  in- 
solvent, to  keep  him  out  of  Prison,  it  is  taking 
an  unfair  advantage.  No  credit  is  desirable  in 
a  free  country,  predicated  upon  the  imprison- 
ment of  the  debtor ;  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
granted  upon  such  considerations. 

In  a  country  without  a  uniform  bankrupt 
law,  the  cruelty  of  the  system  is  beyond  the 
endurance  of  freemen.  As  a  matter  of  policy, 
the  committee  cannot  discover  either  the  wis- 
dom or  the  justice  of  the  system.  To  oppress 
the  poor  may  well  enough  consist  with  the 
policy  of  despots ;  but,  to  an  American  citizen, 
whose  birthright  is  liberty,  it  must  be  odious. 
The  wealth  and  prosperity  of  a  nation,  the 
comforts  of  society,  and  the  happiness  of  fam- 
ilies, depend  upon  active  industry,  combined 
with  well-directed  enterprise.  Our  laws  and 
institutions  recognize  no  classes.  Farmers, 
mechanics,  merchants,  professional  men,  ana 
the  capitalist,  are  all  peers.  The  revolutions 
in  property,  and  distinctions  resulting  from 
industry,  virtue  and  talent  alone,  are  as  cer- 
tain as  the  revolutions  of  the  seasons.  They 
cannot  be  perpetuated  in  one  family,  nor  ex- 
cluded from  auother.  The  poor  may  become 
wealthy,  and  the  rich  poor. 

The  prospect  of  ouccess  invigorates  the  hand 
of  industry,  and  gives  impetus  to  the  noblest 
enterprise.  To  these  exertions  every  encour- 
agement should  he  given  ;  but,  when  the  cloud 
of  misfortune  lowers,  to  consign  its  victim  to 
the  Prison,  is  to  blast  his  future  prospects,  and 
to  fix  upon  his  family  the  mark  of  degradation. 
To  maintain  that  confidence  which  is  neces- 
sary to  a  fair  and  reasonable  credit,  effectual 
remedies  should  be  provided  again  hi  the  prop- 
erty of  the  debtor,  always  reserving  from  exe- 
cution such  articles  as  are  necessary  for  the 
pursuit  of  hi*  calling ;  but  that  he  may  retain 
the  spirit  of  useful  enterprise,  for  the  benefit 
of  both  his  family  and  the  community,  those 
reservations  should  be  carefully  guarded,  and 
the  freedom  of  his  person  always  secured.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  great  calamities,  both 
public  and  privr;t.->,  have  arisen  from  too  much 
credit ;  sehloni  or  never  from  too  little  ;  and  it 
is  equally  certain  that  the  excess  of  credit  as 
frequently  proceeds  from  him  who  gives,  as 
from  him  who  receives  it. 

If  imprisonment  for  debt  shall  be  totally 
abolished,  the  parties  will  understand  the 
proper  legitimate  source  for  the  fulfilment  of  a 
contract.  It  will  then  rest  upon  its  proper 
basin.  The  person  granting  credit  will  confide 
in  the  ability  of  the  debtor  to  meet  the  claim,  or 
he  will  require  satisfactory  pledges.  Whatever 
censure  may  attach  to  the  abuse  of  credit,  it  is 
but  just  to  divide  it  between  them.  It  is  fre- 
quently as  injurious  to  the  one  as  to  the  other  ; 
and,  without  the  voluntary  consent  of  both,  it 
cannot  exist.  In  the  present  state  of  society, 
the  injury  of  the  system  may  be  seen  and  felt 
in  a  limited  degree ;  and  persons  not  accus- 
tomed to  visit  the  abodes  of  misery,  will 
scarcely  be  convinced  of  its  dangerous  ten- 
dency. But,  as  population  becomes  more  dense, 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  the  comforts  of  life 
must  be  increased.    Then,  if  the  power  of  the 
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creditor  over  the  personal  liberty  of  hit 
shall  remain,  it  will  be  exercised  with  nnrehat 
ing  severity.  Though  our  republican  ram 
may  be  preserved,  their  essence  may  be  de- 
stroyed. The  country  will  be  divided  into  tws 
great  classes,  creditors  and  debtors ;  beams 
whom  the  most  obstinate  hostilities  will  exit; 
and,  as  in  Greece  and  Some,  society  may  si 
convulsed,  confidence  destroyed,  and  likerii 
endangered. 

We  should  legislate  with  a  view  to  posterity, 
that,  with  our  fair  inheritance,  we  may  tnat- 
mit  to  them  a  harmonious  system,  calculates' 
to  sustain  their  rights,  and  perpetoate  the  bkav 
ings  of  freedom. 

While  imprisonment  for  debt  is  sanctions!', 
the  threats  of  the  creditor  are  a  source  of  per- 
petual distress  to  the  dependent,  friendles) 
debtor,  holding  bis  liberty  by  eulTeraace  abac. 
Temptations  to  oppression  are  constantly  is 
view.  The  means  of  injustice  are  always  it 
hand ;  and  even  helpless  females  u»  not  a- 
empted  from  the  barbarous  practice.  In  a  bit 
of  liberty,  enjoying,  in  all  other  respects,  Ik 
freest  and  happiest  government  with  which  ill 
world  was  ever  blessed,  it  is  a  matter  of  astoe- 
ishment  tliat  this  cruel  custom,  so  anonalssi 
to  all  our  institutions,  inflicting  so  much  miserr 
upon  society,  should  have  been  so  long  endorse. 
It  is  at  variance  with  the  settled  character  sf 
our  population.  Whenever  objects  of  chatty 
present  themselves,  all  of  our  sympathies  an 
called  into  action.  There  is  scarcely  a  haarirt 
in  our  country  where  benevolent  societies  ft) 
not  exist,  often  extending  their  munificence  to 
families  deprived  of  their  support  by  this  as- 
pressive  system.  We  have  not  only  expended  ssr 
treasure  to  enlighten  the  sons  of  the  forest,  sst 
we  have  sought  out  the  victims  of  misfortaat 
in  foreign  regions.  The  isles  of  the  Pacific, tat 
burning  climes  of  Africa,  the  childrea  of 
wretchedness  in  Europe  ana  in  Asia,  even  the 
land  of  Palestine,  have  enjoyed  the  fruits  of 
American  benevolence,  obtained  by  voluntary 
contribution,  while  the  cries  of  the  unfortunate 
debtor  among  us  are  unheard  and  unrequited. 
Public  sentiment  demands  his  release ;  but  av- 
arice pleads  the  cause  of  oppression,  and  pre- 
judice rivets  the  chain. 

The  committee  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 


A  Bill  to  abolish  Imprisonment  for  De&t. 

Be  it  enacted  bf  the  Semate  and  House  rfBqn- 
tentative*  of  the  UnitedStates  of  America  in  C**fre$s 
assembled,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  say 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  to  issue  a  ci- 
lia* ad  satisfaciendum,  or  any  other  process, 
>y  which  the  body  may  be  subject  to  arrest  or 
mprisonment,  upon  any  judgment  at  law,  or 
inal  decree  in  chancer)*,  for  payment  of  money 
founded  upon  any  contract,  express  or  implied, 
which  may  have  been  entered  into,  or  upon 
cause  of  action,  which  may  have' accrued,  after 
the  fourth  day  of  July  next ;  and  upon  all  such 
contracts  and  causes  of  action  after  judgment, 
imprisonment  shall  be  totally  and  absolutely 
abolished. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enatttd,  That  no 
bail  or  security  for  the  appearance  for  any  de- 
fendant or  defendants  shall,  hereafter,  be  re- 
quired upon  the  service  of  the  original  or  mesne 
process  issuing  out  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  any  action  or  suit  founded  on  say 
contract,  express  or  implied,  which  shall  be 
made  or  entered  into  alter  the  fourth  day  of 
July  next,  nor  in  any  other  suit  or  action  where 
the  cause  of  action  shall  have  accrued  subse- 
quent to  that  time,  unless  the  plaintiff  or 
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the  same  it  hereby  apropriated  for  the  payment 
of  Isaac  Bailey  and  Wm.  G.  Henderson,  com- 
missioners! who  surveyed  and  marked  out  the 
road  from  St.  Marys  to  Columbus,  and  that  the 
tame  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  S3 
per  day  shall  be  allowed  to  James  Simpson, 
of  De  Kalb  county,  Alexander  Ware,  of  the 
county  of  Fayette,  Lewis  Williams,  of  Meri- 
wether county.  Archibald  Willingham.  of  the 
county  of  Harris,  and  George  W.  Duiara,  of  the 
county  of  Muscogee,  and  Thomas  Anderson,  the 
surveyor ,whOst  in  active  service  as  commissions 
[commissioners]  and  surveyor,  appointed  by  a 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  approved 
December  the  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-eight ;  to  examine  and  lay  oat  a  large 
market  road,  the  nearest  and  most  practicable 
route  from  the  town  of  Decatur,  in  De  Kalb 
county,  to  the  town  of  Columbus,  by  the  way  of 
Fayetteville,  Greenville,  and  Hamilton,  and  that 
the  said  accounts  be  made  out  on  oath  before 
any  legal  officer. 

See.  13.  And  be  it  father  enacted,  That  the  ra- 
tion of  the  guard  of  the  Penitentiary,  shall  con- 
fist  of  twenty  ounces  of  sifted  corn  meal,  and 
eight  ounces  of  bacon,  twelve  ounces  of  pork, 
or  twenty  ounces  of  beef,  and  one  gill  or  mo- 
lasses, each,  per  day. 

8rc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
•aid  guard  shall  receive  for  every  one  hundred, 
rations,  as  specified  in  the  twelfth  section  of  this 
act,  four  quarts  of  vinegar ;  four  pounds  of  hard 
soap j  two  pounds  of  tallow  candles,  and  four 
quarts  of  salt. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  the 
ration  of  the  convicts  in  the  Penitentiary, 
•hall  consist  of  twenty  ounces  of  corn  meal 
sifted,  and  eight  ounces  of  bacon,  twelve 
ounces  of  pork,  or  one  pound  of  beef,  each, 
per  day. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  father  enacted,  That  the 
vinegar,  salt  and  soap,  to  be  issued  to  the  con- 
victs, shall  be  the  same  as  specified  for  the 
guard,  in  the  twelfth  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
convicts  shall  receive  one  half  pint  of  peas  or 
beans,  each,  per  day,  from  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober, until  the  last  day  of  December,  and  from 
the  first  day  of  January,  to  the  last  day  of  March, 
inclusive,  in  each  and  every  year ;  and  one  pint 
of  molasses  each,  pet  week,  from  the  first  day 
of  April,  to  the  last  day  of  September,  in  each 
and  every  year. 

Sec  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
•hall  be  issued  to  the  guard  and  convicts,  dur- 
ing the.  beef  season,  at  least  two  rations  of  ba- 
con or  salt  pork  per  week. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  heads,  ribs,  or  back-bones  of  hogs  shall 
be  issued  as  rations,  they  shall  be  considered  as 

Krk  ;  and  two  pounds  of  such  heads,  ribs,  or 
ck-bones,  shall  be  issued  for  one  of  net 
pork. 

Sec  19.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  from 
and  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  inspectors  of  the  Penitentiary  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  required,  to  let  the  contract  for  sup- 
plying rations  for  the  guard  and  convicts,  for 
each  year,  to  the  lowest  bidder,  and  that  they 
give  twenty  days1  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  receiving  sealed  proposals  from  persons  who 
may  wish  to  bid  for  said  contract,  in  all  the 
public  gazettes  of  Milledgeville. 

Sec.  90.  And  be  it  father  enacted,  That  it 
•hall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  inspectors  to  take 
a  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  security,  in 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  payable  to 
his  excellency  the  governor,  and  his  successors 
In  office,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  perform- 


ance of  the  contract,  from  the  person  who  may 
become  the  lowest  bidder,  for  supplying  the  ra- 
tions of  the  guard  and  convicts,  as  pointed  out 
in  the  preceding  sections  of  this  act. 

Sec.  91.  And  be  it  father  enacted,  That  all 
laws  and  parts  of  laws,  which  militate  ag&iurt 
this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

AflBURY  HULL, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represemmtrree. 

THOMAS  STOCKS, 

President  ef  the  Senate. 

Assented  to,  Dec.  22, 1833. 

WILSON  LUMPKIN,  Geterner. 


An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  an  Act "  to 
otolith  Penitentiary  Tmpruonment  in  this 
State,  exeat  in  certain  Cases,  to  change  the 
Mode  of  Punishment  for  Crimes  ana  Mis- 
demeanors, and  for  other  Purposes  "  passed 
the  twenty-fourth  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  efltep- 
resentatmes  ef  the  state  ef  Georgia,  tm  Onenl 
Aesembty  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  bftheem- 
thority  of  the  same,  That  the  act  passed  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one,  entitled  "  An  act  to  abofeb 
Penitentiary  imprisonment  in  this  state,  except 
in  certain  cases,  to  change  the  mode  of  punish- 
ment for  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  be,  and  the  flame  la  hereby  repealed. 

T.  HAYNES, 
Speaker  pro  tern,  of  the  House  of  Reprtsentstites. 

THOMAS  8TOCKS, 

oftheSnaU. 


Assented  to,  Nov.  98, 1833. 

WILSON  LUMPKIN,  Govermr 


T. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  John  Colborne,  K.  C 
B.,  IAevtenant-Crorernor  of  the  Province  of 
Upper  Canada,  Major- General  Command- 
ing His  Majesty's  Forces  therein,  Spc. 
afC.a}c. 

The  undersigned  commissioners,  appointed 
by  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  lefi*- 
lature,  entitled  "  An  act  granting  to  bis  majr<T 
a  sum  of  money  to  obtain  plans  and  estimate-? 
of  a  Penitentiary  to  be  erected  in  this  province, 
and  to  appoint  commissioners  for  the  same," 
humbly  beg  leave  to  report : — 

That  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  Jane 
last,  they  proceeded  on  a  tour  into  the  Ur.ittd 
States,  in  order  to  procure  the  plans  and  esti- 
mates, and  other  information  required  by  the 
legislature.  They  first  visited  the  Penitentiary 
erected  by  the  government  of  the  state  of  New- 
York  at  Auburn,  and  spent  some  time,  with 
great  advantage,  in  examining  that  Prison,  and 
the  system  of  police  and  discipline  which  wm 
originally  devised  at  that  establishment,  togeth- 
er with  the  modes  of  employing  and  punuhinc 
the  convicts  there  confined.  From  thence  they 
repaired  to  Sing  Sing,  where  the  second  prat 
Penitentiary  of  the  state  of  New  York,  called 
the  Mount  Pleasant  State  Prison,  is  situated. 
This  Prison  is  of  more  recent  construction  than 
that  of  Auburn,  but  is  managed  on  the  fame 
principles.  The  commissioners  also  inspected 
the  Prison  built  at  Black  well's  island  by  the  cor- 
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poration  of  the  city  of  Xew  York :  and  the  Pen- 
itentiary of  Connecticut,  erected  at  Wethers- 
field,  within  a  few  miles  of  Hartford  ;  and  they 
were  about  to  extend  their  visits  to  similar  es- 
tablishments at  Boston  and  Philadelphia,  when 
the  sudden  and  alarmine  progress  of  the  cholera 
obliged  them  to  chance  their  plans  and  to  return 
immediately  home,  The  results  of  such  inqui- 
ries as  ihe.y  had  an  opportunity  to  make  are 
now  submitted ;  and  imperfect  and  defective 
thou  eh  they  may  in  many  re*pects  be.  it  is  yet 
Imped  they  will  not  be  considered  wholly  un- 
satisfactory or  insufficient. 

Oh  the  merits  of  the  Penitentiary  system,  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  commissioners   are 
called  on  to  offer  any  elaborate  argument  or  ob- 
servations.   The  legislature,  in  the  preamble 
of  the  rfatnic,  have  fully  expressed  their  senti- 
ments on  the  subject,  and  left  it  no  longer  a 
question  for  discussion  whether  it  is  expedient, 
tor  the  more  effectual  punishment  of  crime,  to 
erect  a  Penitentiary  within  this  province.    The 
'duties    assigned    the  commissioners  were,  to 
procure  plans  and  estimates  for  the  building 
that  it  had  been  determined  on  to  erect,  and  lo 
gather  information  respecting  the  best  system 
of  management  to  be  adopted  on  its  completion. 
In  performance  of  the  latter  duty,  they  have 
obtained  various  documents,  as  noted  in  the 
schedule  which  will  accompany  this  report, 
and  be  found  to  contain  many  facts  of  the 
highest  value,  in  illustration  of  the  advantages 
of   a  well-devised    Penitentiary  system.    The 
commissioners  would  request  special  attention 
to  the  reports  on  Prisons  and  Prison  discipline, 
made  under  the  direction  of  a  society  of  gentle- 
men, chiefly  resident   at   Boston,  who   have 
spared  neither  pains  nor  expense  to  accumulate 
information  on  the  very  important  and  interest- 
ing subjects  which  form  the  objects  of  their  as- 
sociation, and  who  have  thus  collected  and 
published  a  mass  of  most  valuable  intelligence 
respecting  the  penal  laws,  the  Prisons,  and  the 
Prison  discipline  of  the  several  states  composing 
the  Union,  as  well  as'  of  foreign    countries. 
From   these  reports,  which  have  been  bound 
together  in  one  volume,  the  legislature  cannot 
fail  to  derive  many  useful  hints  on  the  matters 
generally  embraced  by  them,  as  well  as  on  the 
particular  points  to  which  the  researches  of  the 
commissioners  have  been  more  especially  di- 
rected. 

It  will  be  seen  that  two  systems  of  Prison 
discipline  have  acquired  notoriety  in  the  United 
States,  namely,  the  Auburn  system,  and  the 
Philadelphia  system  :  both  of  them  based  on  the 
grand  principle  of  solitary  confinement  with  la- 
bor, but  differing  considerably  in  its  practical 
application  :  both,  however,  aim  not  only  at  the 
beneficial  effects  to  be  produced  by  the  restraint 
of  the  convict,  and  the  example  of  his  punish- 
ment, but  also  at  the  reformation  of  the  de- 
linquent, which,  especially  among  the  junior 
classes,  is  far  from  being  of  rare  occurrence. 

The  mode  of  punishment  by  solitary  confine- 
ment with  labor,  appears  to  have  been  adopted 
In  the  Netherlands  as  early  as  the  year  1770 ; 
and  at  Ghent,  in  particular,  the  great  philanthro- 
pist Howard  found  a  Penitentiary  called  the 
Maison  de  Force,  conducted,  in  the  year  177G,  on 
the  principle  of  seclusion,  each  convict  occupy- 
ing a  separate  cell  at  night,  and  the  whole  of 
them  laboring  and  eating  in  company,  but  in 
total  silence,  and  without  intercourse  with  one 
another  during  the  day. 

About  the  year  1787,  a  society  was  formed  at 
Philadelphia,  for  alleviating  the  miseries  of 
public  Prisons,  at  whose  instance  the  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  1790,  sanctioned  the  con- 
struction of  cells  for  the  separate  confinement 
of  prisoners.    While  the  number  of  prisoners  in 


custody  continued  small,  the  system  was  found 
to  work  well ;  for  the  inspectors  were  enabled 
to  classify  the  prisoners  by  day  and  by  night, 
and  to  enforce  solitary  labor  as  well  as  solitary 
confinement  on  the  more  hardened  offenders. 
As,  however,  the  population  of  the  state  in- 
creased, the  Prison  became  crowded ;  the  plan 
of  solitary  confinement  and  classification  could 
not  be  persevered  in ;  and  it  was  not  until  the 
recent  erection  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  of 
Pennsylvania  that  the  Philadelphia  system,  as 
it  is  termed,  could  obtain  a  fair  field  for  the  de- 
velopement  of  its  supposed  practical  advan- 
tages. This  structure,  which  It  may  here  be 
proper  to  describe,  stands  on  elevated  ground, 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  north-west  of  the 
city,  and  about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill river.  "  The  yard  wall,  which  is  built  of 
stone.  30  feet  high,  encloses  nearly  19  acres.  The 
building  for  the  keeper's  house,  and  the  offices 
of  the  Prison  government,  make  a  part  of  the 
south  wall  on  each  side  of  the  centre.  The 
magnificence  of  this  part  of  the  Prison  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  the  yard  wall  cost 
about  $900,000.  On  the  centre  of  the  yard  is 
erected  the  observatory,  and  on  seven  lines  di- 
verging from  the  observatory  towards  the  wall, 
the  blocks  of  cells.  The  cells  are  arranged  in 
two  rows,  in  seven  one  story  buildings,  on  op- 
posite sides  of  seven  passages,  extending  from 
the  observatory  towards  the  wall  to  the  ends  of 
the  blocks  of  cells.  Connected  with  each  cell 
on  the  outside  is  an  exercising  yard.  The  en- 
trance to  the  cells  is  through  the  exercising 
yard.  The  place  of  observation  for  the  keeper 
over  the  prisoner  is  through  a  small  orifice,  open- 
ing from  the  cell  into  the  passage,  which  may 
be  closed  at  pleasure  by  the  keeper,  and  which 
is  intended  to  be  kept  generally  shut.  The 
only  mode  of  seeing  the  prisoner  while  confined 
in  his  cell,  if  the  doors  are  shut,  is  through  this 
orifice.  When  he  is  iet  out  of  his  cell  into  the 
exercising  yard,  he  may  be  seen  either  by  open- 
ing the  door  of  the  exercising  yard  or  by  walking 
on  the  top  of  the  wall  over  the  exercising  yard. 
The  wall  of  the  exercising  yard  is  so  high,  that 
he  cannot  be  seen  from  the  principal  observatory 
in  the  centre  of  the  large  yard,  unless  the  ob- 
servatory is  raised  to  a  height  far  above  that 
contemplated  in  the  original  plan.  The  en- 
trance to  the  cell,  from  the  exercising  yard,  is 
secured  by  double  doors,  one  on  each  surface 
of  the  wall ;  the  inner  door  of  grated  iron,  and 
the  outer  door  of  plank.  The  orifice  between 
the  cell  and  the  passage,  which  is  large  enough 
to  admit  the  face  of  a  man,  is  secured  by  double 
doors  of  plank.  For  ventilation  there  are  seve- 
ral holes,  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  near 
the  floor  of  the  cell,  passing  through  the  wall 
into  the  exercising  yard,  and  several  angular 
flues  passing  off  through  the  wall  between  the 
cell  and  the  passage,  about  ten  feet  above  the 
floor.  The  mode  of  heating  is  by  admitting 
warm  air  into  each  cell,  through  a  small  orifice 
opening  into  an  air  chamber,  extending  the 
whole  length  of  each  passage  beneath  the  floor. 
Each  cell  has  also  a  water  closet."  This  is  a 
general  description  of  the  building,  as  originally 
designed,  which  is  further  illustrated  by  a 
ground  view  of  it,  to  be  found  in  the  Second  Re- 
port of  the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society, 
published  in  the  year  1897.  At  that  period 
about  one  hundred  cells  only  had  been  complet- 
ed. In  1831,  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania authorized  the  construction  of  400  ad- 
ditional cells,  which  it  is  believed  have  been 
completed  without  any  material  deviation  from 
the  original  plan.  This  plan,  as  It  has  been  re- 
marked, is  "  most  admirably  contrived  for  per- 
fect seclusion ;  toe  purpose*  off  cVe»xw\V»««»»  fcfe 
not  demand  fto  enUiana  tf  «i\«ateBAwBXt w&* 
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egress  of  a  prisoner :  his  food  is  furnished  with- 
out bis  seeing  the  hand  that  brings  it ;  and  a 
complete  inspection  of  every  part  of  the  cell  is 
had,  while  the  prisoner  can  neither  see  nor 
bear  the  approach  of  his  keeper." 

The  discipline  of  this  Penitentiary  is  described 
by  the  board  of  inspectonkin  their  second  re- 
port, made  in  the  year  1830,  as  consisting  in 
"  solitary  confinement  at  labor,  with  instruction 
in  labor,  in  morals,  and  in  religion."  The 
board  go  on  to  declare  their  **  judgment,  found- 
ed on  actual  experience,  of  the  operation  of  sol- 
itary confinement  with  labor  and  instruction, 
upon  the  moral  and  physical  powers  of  the 
convicts." 

"The  evidence  of  the  physician,  (say  they,) 
with  the  concurring  testimony  of  the  warden, 
establish  the  fact,  that  neither  insanity  nor  bod- 
ily infirmity  has  been  produced  by  the  mitigated 
solitude  in  which  the  prisoners  are  confined. 
Absolute  solitude  for  years,  without  labor,  or 
moral  or  religious  instruction,  probably  does 
bear  too  severely  upon  a  social  being  like  man ; 
and  were  such  the  mode  of  punishment  in  this 
institution,  the  board  would  reel  little  hesitation 
in  recommending  its  repeal — as  cruel,  because 
calculated  to  undermine  the  moral  and  physical 
powers  of  the  prisoner,  and  to  disqualify  him 
from  earning  his  bread  at  the  expiration  of  his 
sentence :  as  impolitic,  because  when  persisted 
in  beyond  a  very  limited  time,  it  tends  to  harden 
rather  than  reform  the  offender,  while  it  pro- 
daces  great  expense  to  the  public,  the  prison- 
er in  no  way  contributing  by  labor  to  his  sup- 
port." 

"  When  a  convict  first  arrives,  he  is  placed  in 
a  cell  and  left  alone,  without  work  and  without 
any  book.  His  mind  can  only  operate  on  itself; 
generally,  but  few  hours  elapse  before  he  peti- 
tions for  something  to  do,  and  for  a  Bible.  No 
instance  has  occurred  in  which  such  a  petition 
has  been  delayed  beyond  a  day  or  two.    If  the 

Erisoner  have  a  trade  that  can  be  pursued  in 
is  cell,  he  is  put  to  work,  as  a  favor :  as  a  re- 
ward for  good  behavior,  and  as  a  favor,  a 
Bible  is  allowed  him.  If  he  have  no  trade,  or 
one  that  cannot  be  pursued  In  his  cell,  he  is 
allowed  to  choose  one  that  can,  and  he  Is  in- 
structed by  one  of  the  overseers,  all  of  whom 
are  master  workmen  in  the  trades  they  re- 
spectively superintend  and  teach.  Thus  work, 
and  moral  and  religious  books,  are  regarded 
and  received  as  favors,  and  are  withheld  as  a 
punishment." 

"  Intemperance  and  thoughtless  folly  are  the 
parents  of  crime  :  and  the  walls  of  a  Prison  are 
generally  peopled  by  thoee  who  have  seldom 
seriously  reflected :  hence  the  first  object  of 
the  officers  of  the  institution  is,  to  turn  the 
thoughts  of  the  convict  inwards  upon  himself, 
and  to  teach  him  how  to  think :  in  this,  solitude 
is  a  powerful  aid :  hence  this  mode  of  punish- 
ment, bearing  as  it  does  with  crreat  severity 
upon  the  hardened  and  impenitent  felon,  is  em- 
inently calculated  to  break  down  his  obdurate 
■  spirit ;  and  when  that  important  object  of  Pen- 
itentiary discipline  has  been  gained,  (and  in 
any  Prison  it  frequently  is,)  and  when  the  pris- 
oner has  once  experienced  the  operation  of  the 
principles  of  this  institution  on  a  broken  spirit 
and  a  contrite  heart,  he  learns,  and  he  feels, 
that  moral  and  religious  reflection,  relieved  by 
industrious  occupation  at  his  trade,  comfort  and 
support  his  mental  and  physical  powers,  divest 
his  solitary  cell  of  all  its  horrors,  and  his  pun- 
ishment of  much  of  its  severity.  The  impres- 
sion thus  made,  instead  of  being  destroyed  by 
the  sneers  of  ruffians,  is  cherished  and  fixed  by 
the  officers  of  the  Prison." 

"  No  prisoner  is  seen  by  another  after  he  en- 
ters the  walls  j  when  the  year*  ot  n\a  touta»- 


ment  have  passed,  his  old  associates  in  crime 
will  be  scattered  over  the  earth,  in  Prison,  or 
in  the  grave,  and  the  reformed  prisoner  looks 
forward  from  this  Penitentiary  wfcb  a  hope 
that  he  may  pass  his  life,  after  the  expiration 
of  his  sentence,  undiscovered  by  the  communi- 
ty of  convicts j  and  that  should  he  find  a  spot 
where  he  may  earn  his  livelihood  by  boniest 
industry,  and  acquire  a  new  character,  and 
friends  who  are  ignorant  of  his  crime,  there 
will  be  a  probability  he  may  escape  exposure  to 
the  new  world  he  has  formed  around  him,  and 
may  not  be  deprived  of  his  employment,  and 
again  be  driven  by  necessity  to  crime,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  means  of  his  subsistence." 

"  Great  terror  is  known  to  have  been  impress- 
ed upon  the  minds  of  the  convict  community 
by  this  institution ;  and  the  small  number  of 

firisoners  sent  from  the  Eastern  District,  inclini- 
ng a  vast  majority  of  the  population  of  the  state, 
together  with  the  careful  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  ascertained  the  most  knowing  rogue* 
avoid  committing  thoee  offences  that  would 
subject  them  to  its  discipline,  may  be  regarded 
as  powerful  reasons  for  extending  its  operation 
to  those  Penitentiary  offences  not  at  present 
comprehended  within  the  statute." 

*.*  Such  is  the  general  industry  of  the  prison- 
ers, resulting  from  solitude,  that,  except  hi 
three  or  four  Instances,  it  has  been  deemed  in- 
expedient to  task  them  ;  and  so  efficient  a  co- 
adjutor is  solitude,  that  little  time  is  required  to 
teach  a  convict  a  trade.  The  first  prisoner,  a 
negro  boy  of  twenty  years  of  age.  brought  up  oa 
a  farm,  made  a  shoe  on  the  fourth  day  after  the 
commencement  of  his  Instruction  in  the  tn  d«*, 
which  passed  with  others,  and  was  paid  fee  by 
the  contractor." 

"  Many  years'  experience  in  the  practical  rpe- 
ration  of  the  penal  laws  and  Prison  discipline 
on  the  part  or  most  of  the  inspectors,  and  (be 
particular  knowledge  of  the  board  in  the  actual 

X ration  of  this  institution  upon  the  moral  and 
.  'sical  powers  of  the  prisoners,  and  upon  the 
public  interests,  have  established  a  conviction 
of  the  humanity  and  excellence  of  this  system 
of  Penitentiary  punishment,  and  that  its  per- 
manent establishment,  and  extension  to  all 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  punishable  with  Im- 
prisonment, at  hard  labor,  under  the  existing 
laws,  as  soon  as  an  adequate  number  of  cell* 
can  be  provided,  will  be  consistent  with  the 
purest  principles  of  philanthropy,  and  calculat- 
ed to  advance  the  interests,  and  sustain  the  ele- 
vated character  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania." 

The  warden  of  the  same  Prison,  that  is,  of  the 
Eastern  Penitentiary,  concludes  his  report  to 
the  inspectors  in  these  words — "  I  feel  bound 
to  say,  that  every  day  of  my  experience  only 
more  and  more  fully  convinces  me  that  separate 
confinement,  with  labor,  and  moral  and  reli- 
gious instruction,  is  the  most  perfect  and  most 
beneficial  system  for  the  management  of  con- 
victs, known  to  me  ;  embracing  in  its  details 
all  the  advantage*,  and  avoiding  most  of  the 
evils,  which  are  inherent  in  every  other  plan 
which  has  occupied  my  attention." 

In  their  report,  dated  2nd  January,  1833,  the 
inspectors  of  the  same  State  Prison  say — "  The 
actual  operation  of  the  Penitentiary  system  of 
solitary  confinement  at  labor,  with  instruction 
in  labor,  in  morals,  and  in  religion,  has  contin- 
ued to  command  the  approbation  of  the  board  ; 
and  in  the  opinion  of  its  members,  the  friends 
of  this  institution  have  great  cause  to  rejoice  in 
its  success,  as  the  best  evidence  of  its  excel- 
lence, and  of  the  practical  wisdom  and  human- 
ity of  its  founders." 

These  extracts  will  suffice  in  elucidation  of 
\ta«  tcrctaKtttar]  vpawca.  «f  Philadelphia.     A 
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fcw  remarks  may  now  be  permitted  respecting 
Chat  of  Auburn. 

The  State  Prison  established  at  this  village 
was  commenced  in  181H,  on  the  old  defective 
plan,  with  large  night  rooms,  where  the  prison- 
ers were  congregated  together  in  a  manner 
most  injurious  to  discipline  and  morals.  The 
p  Important  and  invaluable  improvement  of  sepa- 
rate night  cells  for  each  convict  was  not  intro- 
duced until  the  year  1830.  The  ground  plan 
of  the  Auburn  Prison  may  be  seen  in  the  vol- 
ume of  Reports  of  the  Boston  Prison  Discipline 
Society,  with  that  also  of  the  Wethersfield 
Prison.  The  plan  and  elevation  of  the  beauti- 
ful structure  at  Blackwell's  island,  which  ac-t 
company  this  report,  will  convey  a  correct  im- 
pression of  that  Penitentiary.  With  regard  to 
the  great  establishment  at  Sing  Sing,  the  com- 
missioners regret  that  they  have  no  ground 
view  of  it  to  submit.  The  principal  building  is 
about  500  feet  in  length,  ana  5  stories  high,  and 
contains  one  thousand  cells :  it  is  on  the  gen- 
eral plan  of  the  north  wing  of  the  Prison  at  Au- 
burn. The  only  variations  are  in  the  windows, 
doors,  and  fastenings.  The  windows  are  more 
numerous,  and  not  so  large  ;  so  that  there  may 
be  one  in  front  of  each  cell,  which  is  not  the 
case  at  Auburn.  At  Sing  Sing  the  doors  are  on 
the  outer  surface  of  the  wall.  At  Auburn  they 
are  set  on  the  interior  surface,  so  as  to  leave  a 
recess  between  the  door  and  the  outer  edge  of 
the  wall,  which  is  about  two  feet  deep,  in 
which  the  door  swings  back  against  the  jambs 
or  side  of  the  partition  wall.  At  Sing  Sing  a 
compound  lever  lock  is  used,  by  means  of  which 
many  doors  on  the  same  gallery  may  be  locked 
or  unlocked  at  one*.  In  the  north  wing  at  Au- 
burn, the  door  is  fastened  by  a  heavy  iron 
catch  secured  in  the  partition  wait,  and  a  strong 
latch  attached  to  the  door,  which  is  raia*d  and 
lowered  by  a  large  iron  lever,  resting  on  a  pivot 
bolt,  and  extending  from  the  latch  of  the  door 
two  feet  horizontally  to  the  outer  edge  of  the 
wall,  and  thence  at  a  right  angle  about  12  inches 
to  the  lock,  which  confines  the  lever  and  door 
latch  with  which  it  is  connected  when  the  door 
is  shut,  by  a  sort  of  hook  formed  in  the  end  of 
the  lever  which  enters  the  bole  in  the  latch — 
the  strength  and  simplicity  of  which  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  describe.  The  lock  which  secures  this 
latch  and  lever  is  thus  three  feet  from  the  out- 
aide  of  the  cell  door  grate,  and  as  well  out  of 
the  sight  as  out  of  the  reach  of  the  convict.  In 
the  ranges  of  cells  built  during  the  present  vear, 
on  an  improved  plan,  in  the  south  wing  of  this 
Prison,  locks  of  a  superior  construction  are  used. 
Much  discussion  has  been  caused  by  the  differ- 
ence in  the  construction  and  fastenings  of  the 
cells  of  the  two  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing 
Sing.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  plan  submit- 
ted by  the  commissioners,  while  the  improved 
Auburn  lock  is  retained,  a  considerable  altera- 
tion in  the  dimensions  of  the  cells  is  recom- 
mended. 

Without  entering  into  further  detail  on  these 
points,  respecting  which  the  fullest  information 
may  be  gathered  from  the  documents  herewith 
submitted,  the  commissioners  proceed  to  ob- 
serve that  it  is  since  the  introduction  of  the  reg- 
ulation for  the  separate  confinement  of  the  con- 
victs at  night,  and  the  strict  prohibition  of  in- 
tercourse among  them,  while  at  labor  and  meals, 
by  day,  at  Auburn,  ana  the  Prisons  subsequently 
built  on  its  model,  that  the  system  now  bearing 
the  name  of  Auburn,  has  been  brought  to  its 
present  high  state  of  excellence,  and  attracted 
general  admiration.  The  Auburn  system  con- 
sists briefly  in  this :  "  Absolute  solitude  during 
the  night ;  joint  labor  during  the  day,  but  with- 
out any  communication  with  each  other  by 
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word  or  sign :  meals  taken  at  the  same  table, 
but  so  disposed  as  not  to  see  the  faces  of  those 
opposite  to  them  ;  religious  instruction  on  Sun- 
days received  in  a  body ;  and  a  Sunday  school 
in  the  same  manner,  twice  a  day ;  both  in 
church  and  school  the  same  prohibition  of  in- 
tercourse ;  a  full  diet  of  meat,  bread  and  vege- 
tables; comfortable  bedding,  in  very  narrow, 
but  well-aired,  well-wanned  cells,  and  the  ut- 
most attention  to  cleanliness  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Prison.  Visitors  are  admitted,  but 
without  permission  to  speak  to  the  convicts, 
who  on  their  discharge  receive  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding three  dollars,  without  any  relation  to 
their  earnings.  Their  work  is  uninterrupted 
during  the  day,  except  by  their  meals,  and  is 
generally  contracted  for  by  mechanics,  who 
find  the  materials.  This  enumeration  is  not 
one  of  what  is  merely  required,  but  of  what  is 
actually  done.  And  the  strictness  with  which 
these  rules  have  been  enforced  is  such,  that  It 
is  asserted  that,  among  thirty  or  forty  working 
together  for  years  in  the  same  shop,  no  two  of 
them  know  each  other's  names.  Nothing  (it  is 
well  said)  can  be  more  imposing  than  the  view 
of  a  Prison  conducted  on  these  principles." 

It  excited  the  admiration  of  the  commission- 
ers while  they  were  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing, 
especially  at  the  latter  place,  where  the  appar- 
ently exposed  situation  of  the  building,  without 
any  high  wall  around  it,  and  the  detached  labor 
of  the  scattered  parties  of  convicts,  created  at 
the  first  glance  an  impression  of  the  insecurity 
of  the  Prison,  which  was  in  reality  quite 
groundless.  The  inspectors  of  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Prison,  adverting  to  the  discipline  of 
their  institution,  in  their  last  report,  observe— 
"  The  vigor  and  perfection  of  its  government 
do  not  appear  to  be  generally  known.  Here 
are  nearly  one  thousand  convicts,  from  the 
lowest  villain,  the  very  poltroon  of  infamy,  to 
the  hardened  desperado,  whose  hands  are  per- 
haps stained  with  blood,  and  whose  whole  pre- 
vious life  bad  been  a  continued  course  of  crime 
and  of  terror.  Of  all  this  number,  during  the 
hours  of  labor,  not  one  is  confined  by  wall,  or 
lock,  or  bolt,  or  restrained  in  limb  by  fetter  or 
shackle,  but  spread  out  into  different  sections ; 
some  are  employed  at  the  distance  of  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Prison.  What, 
then,  keeps  them  in  subjection  ?  Scarcely  the 
thirteen  guards,  for  no  greater  number  are 
on  duty  at  one  time.  No.  by  the  mere  force  of 
discipline,  at  the  will  of  their  keeper,  they  are 
tamed  into  submission,  and  moved  with  the 
facility  of  finished  mechanism." 

In  a  report  made  by  certain  commissioners 
to  the  legislature  of  New  York,  in  the  year  1895, 
it  is  said—"  The  Auburn  Prison,  with  the  dis- 
cipline enforced  in  it,  presents  the  following 
advantages :— that  the  sentence  of  the  law  can 
be  enforced  with  almost  absolute  certainty,  since 
the  escapes  must  be  nearly  impossible,  and  eon- 
spiracy  quite  so ;  and  an  attempt  at  insurrec- 
tion, therefore,  hopeless  j  consequently,  that  the 
Prison  is  governed  with  great  comparative  safe- 
ty to  the  lives  both  of  the  Keepers  and  prisoners, 
which,  in  case  of  insurrection,  are  necessarily 
in  danger.  The  separate  cells  by  night,  and 
the  silence  preserved  always,  entirely  prevent 
all  contamination  among  the  prisoners:  thus 
at  once  is  excluded  the  great  question  of  the 
classification  of  conviots,  which  has  so  much 
engaged  the  attention  of  benevolent  men  in 
Europe  and  America.  By  this  system  every 
prisoner  .forms  a  class  by  himself,  and  to  all 
moral  and  social  purposes  he  is  insulated.  The 
novice  in  crime  may  work  for  years  by  the  side 
of  the  most  expert  felon,  without  making  any 
progress  in  the  mysteries  of  criminality.    The 
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prisoners  are  compelled  to  work  diligently  and 
profitably,  and  are  deterred  from  spoiling  their 
work.  And  we  may  add,  as  an  important  fea- 
ture of  this  system,  that  if  any  human  means 
can,  as  it  were,  enforce  repentance  and 
amendment,  it  is  this.  The  entire  separation 
from  all  criminal  associates,  the  sobriety  of 
feeling  consequent  upon  temperance  and  labor, 
and,  most  of  all,  the  sadness  of  solitude,  most 
frequently  make  serious  impressions.  We 
have  seen  manifest  proofs  of  such  impressions 
among  the  prisoners,  and  only  wish  there  were 
reason  to  expect  they  would  be  permanent." 

In  1897,  other  commissioners  say — "  We  con- 
aider  that  the  Auburn  Prison,  with  its  govern- 
ment and  discipline,  Is  much  better  calcu- 
lated to  effect  the  intended  purposes  than  any 
other  we  have  heard,  or  have  any  knowledge, 
of." 

The  directors  of  the  Maryland  Penitentiary, 
In  reporting  to  the  legislature  of  that  state,  in 
18%,  advert  to  the  "  excellent  discipline  of  the 
Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing."  They  re- 
mark, that  "  the  experience  of  those  Prisons  has 
afforded  numerous  instances  of  reformation  to 
prove  that  their  discipline  combines  all  the  ad- 
vantages ever  expected  from  the  system,  and  is 
perhaps  as  perfect  as  Prison  discipline  can  or 
need  be.  Their  principal  regulations  are  few 
and  simple,  tending  all  to  the  maintenance  of 
silence  among  the  convicts,  and,  Indirectly, 
through  this  medium,  to  the  preservation  of 
order,  security  and  subordination.  Their  disci- 
pline now  serves  as  a  model  to  all  new  Prisons, 
and  is  well  worthy  the  imitation  of  those  of 
the  old  that  can  possibly  be  adapted  to  its  re- 
ception." The  joint  committee  of  the  Council 
and  Assembly  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  in 
reporting  upon  their  State  Prison,  in  1830, 
"recommend, with  entire  unanimity ,  the  building 
of  a  new  Prison,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  at 
Auburn  in  New  York,  and  at  Wetb£rsfield  in 
Connecticut."  They  remark,  In  reference  to 
their  old  Prison,  "  that  ihe  re-commitments  are, 
out  of  ninety,  <cven  a  second  time,  two  a  third 
«mfl)  tad  two  a  fourth  time.  Cases  of  refor- 
mation, we  have  heard  of  few  or  none.  At  Au- 
burn, out  of  six  hundred,  the  whole  number,  the 
re-commitments  are  seventeen  a  second  time, 
and,  from  latest  information,  none  a  third. 
Cases  of  reformation  at  Auburn,  out  of  two  hun- 
dred and  six  discharged  convicts,  one  hundred 
andfortjy-siz  well  authenticated." 

Having  thus  exhibited  the  nature  of  the  Au- 
burn svstem  of  Prison  discipline,  as  well  as  of 
tbe  Philadelphia  system,  the  commissioners  are 
next  to  state  briefly  their  reasons  for  preferring 
the  former. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  in  what  consists  the 
important  difference  between  tbe  two  systems. 
Both  profess  to  communicate  instruction  to  the 
convicts  in  labor,  in  morals,  and  in  religion. 
Both  consider  eolituie  and  labor  as  tbe  ground- 
work of  their  discipline.  Tbe  grand  distinctive 
features  of  each  svstem  are  to  be  found  in  the 
regulations  prescribing  the  extent  of  the  seclu- 
sion, and  the  mode  and  manner  of  employing 
the  convicts.  According  to  the  Philadelphia 
rules,  they  are  kept  in  separate  confinement  by 
day  as  well  as  by  night :  they  spend  their  days 
in  solitary  labor  in  their  respective  yards,  and 
their  nights  in  their  respective  solitary  cells. 
Their  seclusion  thus  becomes  complete  and  un- 
broken ;  and  during  the  whole  term  of  their 
Imprisonment,  the  convicts  neither  see  one 
another  nor  any  other  person,  except  the  officers 
Of  the  Prison,  and  such  other  individuals  as  may 
be  permitted  to  enter  their  cells  upon  any  urgent 
occasion.  According  to  the  Auburn  rules,  the 
convicts  are  kept  in  solitary  confinement  in 


separate  cells  during  the  nigbt,and  at  hard  labor, 
with  tbe  strictest  silence.  In  companies  or  gangs, 
during  tbe  day.  At  Auburn,  also,  the  convicts 
mess  together  in  one  room,  but  without  facing 
each  other,  and  without  intercourse :  though  at 
Sing  Sing  and  Wethersfleld,  which  Prisons  are 
conducted  on  the  general  principles  of  the  Au- 
burn Penitentiary  svstem,  the  convicts  take  % 
their  meals  each  in  his  own  separate  cell,  la 
both  the  Philadelphia  and  the  Auburn  systems, 
it  appears  that  salutary  discipline  has  been  com- 
bined with  profitable  labor :  for,  at  both  places, 
viz.  at  Philadelphia  and  at  Auburn,  the  earnings 
of  the  convicts  nave  been  sufficiently  productive 
►to  support  the  respective  institutions.  At  the 
same  time  it  must  be  remarked  that  the  profits 
resulting  from  joint  labor  are  found  to  be  greater 
than  those  which  are  derived  from  solitary 
labor. 

Both  systems  have  warm  advocates ;  and.  as 
the  extracts  that  have  been  made  show,  they 
are  both  in  successful  and  satisfactory  opera- 
tion. 

In  making  a  selection  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  commissioners  have  been  guided  by 
sundry  considerations,  the  chief  of  which  an? 
the  following : — 

In  .tbe  first  place,  they  were  sensible  that  the 
people  of  Upper  Canada,  or  at  least  such  of  them 
as  had  directed  their  attention  to  the  subject, 
entertained  a  favorable  opinion  of  tbe  Peniten- 
tiary system  which  was  in  action  under  their 
immediate  view ;  viz.  the  Auburn  system. 

Secondly.  At  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  Jte^  ws 
have,  as  the  Boston  Society  remarks,  "  a  tcaoti- 
ful  example  of  what  may  be  dV^  w  propef 
discipline,  in  a  Prison  weft  constrocted."-Be» 
it  is  said  of  officer*  as  well  as  men,  that "  there 
Is  a  place  fa  ererv  ma„j  ^4  y^  ererT  gm  y 

fc  Sis  place."—"  We  regard  it."  they  add, M  as  a 
model  worthy  of  the  world's  imitation.**— Cap- 
tain Basil  Hall,  too,  in  his  book  of  travels  in  the 
United  States,  observes  that  he  minutely  ex- 
amined this  system,  and  thought  it  deserved  no 
slight  praise.  These  are  important  testimonials 
in  its  favor. 

Thirdly.  The  Auburn  system  is  not  only  held 
in  high  estimation  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
where  it  originated  and  has  been  for  some  time 
enforced,  but  has  been  successfully  adopted  a 
several  other  states  of  the  American  confede- 
racy, viz.  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Ver- 
mont, IlTJnois,  Jtc.  It  has  also  attracted  the 
favorable  notice  of  other  countries,  especially  of 
Great  Britain,  as  the  articles  in  a  recent  num- 
ber of  the  London  Quarterly  Review  and  other 
publications  fully  prove. 

Fourthly.  The  Philadelphia  system  can  only 
be  regarded  as  in  the  course  of  experiment. 
The  New  Penitentiary  at  that  city,  owing  to  the 
recency  of  its  construction,  has  not  yet  afforded 
the  means  of  determining  its  value,  either  in- 
trinsically or  comparatively.  It  is,  indeed, 
warmly  eulogized  and  supported  by  its  friends, 
and  may,  possibly,  in  the  end,  establish  a  char- 
acter superior  to  all  other  Penitentiary  systems 
yet  devised.  Nevertheless  it  has  not  attained 
to  any  superiority  over  all  other  systems,  except 
at  home,  nor  has  it  been  adopted  any  where  ex- 
cept in  its  native  state. 

Taking  all  these  matters  into  consideration, 
the  commissioners  have  come  to  the  coadosioB 
that  tbe  Auburn  system  is  that  which  it  it  the 
safer  to  act  on  In  this  province. 

(Signed  by) 

JOHN  MACAULAY, 
H.  C.  THOMPSON. 

Dated  Kingston,  lSu  of  JVavesOsr,  1832. 
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u. 

7%e  Opinion  of  the  London  Society  for  the 
Improvement  of  Prisons,  concerning  the 
Usefulness  of  the  Boston  Prison  Discipline 
Society. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  that  most  valuable 
Institution,  the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Soci- 
ety, abound  with  valuable  facts  relative  to  the 
progress  of  improvements  throughout  the  United 
States:— the  enlightened  views  and  practical 
benevolence  of  that  Society,  entitle  Us  sup- 
porters to  the  esteem  and  gratitude  of  men  of 
all  countries. 


V. 

Extracts  from  the  Report  of  Messrs.  Qx  ^ 
BtauwUmt  and  A.  De  Tocr^uk  fa 
French  Commission?;  m  Su  Peniten- 
tly SystmtH&e  United  States. 


On  Agricultural  Colonies. 

Public  Instruction  in  the  United  Stats*. 

Pauperism  in  America. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

Imprisonment  of  Witnesses. 

Temperance  Societies. 

Inquiry  concerning  the  Penitentiary  near 
Philadelphia. 

Conversation  with  Mr.  Elam  Lynds. 

A  Letter  of  Judge  Wells  of  Wethersfield. 
(To  which  the  translator  has  added  the  esti- 
mate for  the  New  Penitentiary  in  New  Jersey, 
on  the  Pennsylvania  plan.) 

Regulations  of  the  Wethersiield  Prison. 

Regulations  of  Mr.  Wells  for  the  House  of 
Reformation  in  Boston. 

Letter  of  Mr.  Barrett. 

Conversation  with  the  Superintep*  .  A#«|.A 
Philadelphia  House  of  Reflf^i         --eBI  orUI* 
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7%t  Opinion  of  the  French  Commissioners 
concerning  the  Usefulness  of  the  Prison 
Discipline  Society. 

The  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society  was 
established  in  1896.  [Its  First  Report  bears  date 
June  3d,  1896.— Teaks.]  From  that  time  to 
the  present,  i.  e.  during  six  years,  it  has  spent 
17,498  dollars  19  cents,  of  which  15.681  dollars 
were  given  by  charitable  persons.  [According 
to  the  last,  the  Seventh  Report,  bearing  date 
May  94, 1839,  there  were  received  during  the 
last  year  3035  dollars,  of  which  477  dollars  49 
cents  were  the  balance  of  the  account  of  the 
previous  year. — Tea  in.]  It  collects  all  possible 
documents  for  the  purpose  of  enlightening 
public  opinion,  shunning  no  fatigue,  visiting 
good  ana  bad  Prisons,  pointing  out  the  defects 
of  the  one,  and  the  advantages  of  the  other,  the 
ameliorations  which  have  been  effected,or  such 
as  ought  to  be  Introduced. 

The  Reports  published  by  this  Society  are  like 
an  authentic  book,  in  which  all  abuses  and 
mistakes  of  the  Penitentiary  system  are  regis- 
tered,whllst,  at  the  same  time,  all  happy  results 
are  stated. 

This  Society,  which  is  convinced  that  re- 
ligious instruction  is  the  basis  of  the  whole 
nm  of  reform  of  Prisons,  has  supported, 
ig  six  years,  from  its  own  funds,  ministers 
in  the  Prisons  of  Auburn.  Sing-Sing,  Wethers- 
iield, Lamberton,  (New  Jersey,)  and  Charles- 
town. 

The  sum  spent  already  for  this  object  Is 
4797  dollars  99  cents.    See  the  six  Reports. 
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tory State  of  the  Prisons,  the  Right  of  Pardon, 
the  Penal  Laws  for  Slaves,  the  Mortality  of 
Colored  People,  ate. 

Statistical  and  Comparative  Observations  on 
the  States  of  New  York.  Massachusetts,  fee 

Some  Comparisons  between  France  and 
America. 

Finances. 

To  which  is  added,  the  Article  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania Penitentiary  System,  as  originally 
written  for  the  Encyclopedia  Americana,  by 
the  translator,  with  some  additions,  making  in 
all  301  pages  octavo. — Li  ebbs'*  Tbawmjltiow. 
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Comttialion  of  the  French  Commitiioners 
irffn  On  Pritanert  in  the  JVeta  Penitentiary 
in  PhUadelpltia,  October,  1331.* 

'"'■■-■"■' ™—1fH  ■  he'  Bad!  a  "kind  of  pleat 
(frJnia'rooni'l'a'nd  Christian  e  ducal  ma*  ",,  h°a 


Qui.  Do  you  believe  you  could  Ilea  hero 
•  lifiout  labor? 

Ai.  'Yea,  sir,  It  Is  trltb  Joy  I  see  their  Bf- 
rea.     This  summer,  a  cricket  entered    my 

No.  36.— Tbe  prisoner  had  suffered  preiluusly 
lary  to  Iho  Old  Prison.  His  health  la  excellent, 
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and  solitude  does  not  seem  to  him  insupporta- 
ble. Asked  whether  he  is  obliged  to  work : 
he  says,  no ;  but  adds,  labor  must  be  regarded 
as  a  great  benefit.  Sunday  seems  intermina- 
bly long,  because  then  he  is  not  allowed  to 
work. 

Que*.  What  is.  in  your  opinion,  the  princi- 
pal advantage  of  the  new  system,  to  which  you 
are  subject? 

Ana*  Here  the  prisoner  does  not  know  any 
of  his  companions,  and  is  not  known  by  them. 
It  was  a  Prison  acquaintance,  who,  after  I  had 
left  Walnut  Street,  again  involved  me  in  a 
theft. 

Quae.  Have  you  sufficient  to  eat  ? 

Ana.  Tes,  sir. 

Quae .  Do  you  believe  the  yard  belonging  to 
your  cell  is  necessary  for  it  ? 

Ana.  I  am  convinced  it  would  be  impossible 
to  do  without  it. 

No.  41.— A  young  man ;  confesses  to  being 
a  criminal ;  sheds  tears  during  our  whole  con- 
versation, particularly  when  he  is  reminded 
of  his  family.  "  Happily,"  says  he,  "  nobody 
can  see  me  here ;"  ne  hopes  then  to  return' 
into  society,  without  being  stamped  with 
shame,  and  not  to  be  rejected  by  it. 

Quae.  Do  you  find  it  difficult  to  endure  soli- 
tude? 

Ana.  Ah !  sis*  it  is  the  most  horrid  punish- 
ment that  can  be  imagined  ! 

Owe*.  Does  your  health  suffer  by  it  ? 

Ana.  No:  it  is  very  good;  but  my  soul  is 
very  sick. 

Quea.  Of  what  do  you  think  most? 

Ana.  Of  religion;  religious  ideas  are  my 
greatest  consolation. 

Quea.  Do  you  see  now  and  then  a  minister  ? 

Ana.  Tes,  every  Sunday. 

Quea.  Do  you  like  to  converse  with  him  ? 

Ana.  It  is  a  great  happiness  to  be  allowed  to 
talk  to  him.  Last  Sunday,  he  was  a  whole  hour 
with  me  ;  he  promised  to  bring  me,  to-morrow, 
news  from  my  father  and  mother.  I  hope  they 
are  alive ;  for  a  whole  year  I  have  not  heard 
of  them. 

Que*.  Do  you  think  labor  an  alleviation  of 
your  situation  ? 

Ana.  It  would  be  impossible  to  live  here 
without  labor.  Sunday  is  a  very  long  day,  I 
assure  you. 

Que*.  Do  you  believe  your  little  yard  might 
be  dispensed  with,  without  injury  to  your 
health  ? 

Ana.  Yes,  by  establishing  in  a  cell  a  contin- 
ued current  of  air. 

Q*«.  What  idea  have  you  formed  of  the 
utility  of  the  system  to  which  you  are  subject  ? 

Ana.  If  there  is  any  system  which  can  make 
men  reflect  and  reform,  it  is  this. 

No.  56. — Has  been  convicted  three  times ; 
has  a  feeble  constitution ;  has  not  been  well 
during  the  first  months  of  his  stay  in  the  Pen- 
itentiary, which  he  attributes  to  want  of  exer- 
cise, and  sufficient  current  of  air.  He  has  been 
brought  to  the  Penitentiary  at  his  own  request ; 
he  love*,  he  says,  solitude ;  he  wishes  to  lose 
sight  of  his  former  companions,  and  form  no 
new  oues :  shows  his  Bible,  and  assures  us 
that  he  draws  his  greatest  consolations  from 
this  book. 

Quea.  You  work  here  without  reluctance: 
ou  have  said  to  me  that  this  was  not  the  case 
n  the  other  Prisons  in  which  you  have  been 
imprisoned  ;  what  is  the  cause  of  this  difference  ? 

Ana.  Labor  is  here  a  pleasure  ;  it  would  be  a 
great  aggravation  of  our  evils,  should  we  ever 
be  deprived  of  it.  I  believe,  however,  that, 
forced  to  do  it,  I  might  dispense  with  it. 

No.  46. — Is  fifty-two  years  old ;  was  sen- 
tenced for  burglary  *,  envoys  good.  ueaUu  \  soli- 
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tude  seems  to  him  a  punishment  extremely 
hard ;  the  presence  of  the  keepers,  even,  is  a 
great  satisfaction  for  him.  and  be  would  ess> 
sider  it  a  happy  event  if  a  minister  would 
sometimes  visit  him j  considers  labor  his  great- 
est consolation.  He  denies  having  comnunsd 
the  crime  which  caused  his  conviction. 

No.  61.— Was  convicted  for  home  stealisf ; 
•ays  he  is  innocent.  Nobody,  he  says,  eta 
imagine  the  horrid  punishment  of  costumed 
solitude.  Asked  how  be  passes  bin  time ;  hs 
says  there  are  but  two  means  labor,  and  tat 
Bible.  The  Bible  is  his  greatest  coneohitioa. 
He  seems  to  be  strongly  actuated  by  religion 
ideas ;  his  conversation  is  animated ;  be  caa- 
not  speak  long  without  being  agitated,  aad 
shedding  tears.  (We  have  made  the  saase  re- 
mark of  all  whom  We  have  seen,  so  tar.)  Be  * 
a  German  by  birth  ;  lost  his  rather  early,  aad 
has  been  badly  educated.  Has  been  above  t 
year  in  the  Prison.  Health  good.  Accordiag 
to  him,  the  adjacent  yard  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  health  of  the  prisoner. 

No.  65.— Is  thirty  years  old ;  without  family; 
convicted  of  forgery  :  seven  months  in  Prison; 
health  very  good .  He  i»  little  communicative ; 
complains  of  solitude,  which  becomes  tolerable 
by  labor  only.  Religious  ideaa  seem  to  occupy 
him  but  little. 

No.  33.— A  negro  of  twenty  years  of  age  j  bat 
received  no  education,  ana  has  no  family; 
was  sentenced  for  burglary  j  has  been  fonrtsss 
months  in  the  Penitentiary ;  health  ezceUest; 
labor,  and  visits  of  the  chaplain,  are  bis  only 

Eieasures.  This  young  man,  who  seasas  to 
ave  a  beaVy  mind,  hardly  knew  the  letters  tt 
the  alphabet,  previously  to  his  entering  tat 
Penitentiary ;  be  has,  however,  by  his  own  ex- 
ertions, attained  to  reading  fluently  his  Bisk. 

No.  90. — Has  been  convicted  of  the  murder 
of  bis  wife  ;  has  been  eighteen  months  in  tat 
Penitentiary  ;  health  excellent ;  has  a  very  ia- 
telllgent  look;  at  first,  he  says,  solitude  waa 
insufferable,  but  custom  overcomes  gradually 
the  horror;  labor  becomes  entertaining,  sad 
the  Bible  a  pleasure ;  isolation  is  tempered  by 
the  daily  visits  of  the  wardens.  He  has  learned 
in  Prison  the  art  of  weaving.  The  turn  of  ideas 
of  this  prisoner  is  peculiarly  grave  and  reli- 
gious ;  it  is  a  remark  which  we  have  had  occa- 
sion to  make  upon  almost  all  whom  we  bare 
visited. 

No.  79. — A  negro  of  twenty-four  years,  eos- 
victed  of  theft  a  second  time ;  he  seems  full  of 
intelligence. 

Qtua.  You  have  been  a  prisoner  of  Walsnt 
Street.  What  difference  is  there  between  loaf 
Prison  and  this  Penitentiary  ? 

Ana.  The  prisoners  were  a  great  deal  lets 
unhappy  in  Walnut  Street  than  here,  hcraote 
there  they  could  freely  communicate  with  each 
other. 

Quea.  You  seem  to  work  with  pleaaare : 
was  it  the  same  with  you  in  Walnut  Street? 

Ana.  No ;  there  labor  was  a  burden,  which 
we  tried  to  escape  in  all  possible  waji ;  here 
it  is  a  great  consolation. 

Que*.  Do  you  read  the  Bible  sometimes. 

Ana.  Yes,  very  often. 

Que*.  Did  you  do  the  same  In  Walnut  Street .' 

Ana.  No ;  I  never  found  pleasure  in  reading 
the  Bible,  or  hearing  religious  discourses,  bat 
here. 

This  prisoner  has  been  here  since  six  months ; 
health  excellent. 

No.  83.— Thirty  years  of  age ;  is  in  a  state 
of  relapse.  In  Baltimore,  where  he  was  de- 
tained, the  discipline  was  very  hard,  and  the 
daily  task  of  labor  very  considerable. 

Quea.  Do  you  preier  being  imprisoned 
here  ? 
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§n*.  No ;  I  should  prefer  to  return  to  Baltl- 

>re,  because  there  is  no  solitude  there. 

He  has  been  but  two  months  here ;  has  had 

>  fever ;  but  his  health  is  entirely  restored. 
So.  64. — A  negro  of  twenty-six  years ;  con- 
:ted  of  burglary ;  his  intelligence  seems  to  be 
t  little ;  has  learned  to  weave  in  Prison. 
So.  00.— Convicted  of  an  attempt  to  commit 
irder ;  fifty-two  years  of  age :  has  seven  chil- 
sn  ;  has  received  a  good  education :  was  a 
soner  in  Walnut  Street:  makes  a  frightful 
:ture  of  the  vices  in  that  Prison  ;  but  believes 
wt  of  the  convicts  would  prefer  to  return 

Walnut  Street,  than  to  enter  the  Peniten- 
ry  ;  they  shun  solitude  so  much. 
Asked  his  opinion  respecting  the  system  of 
prisonment;  he  says  that  it  cannot  fail  to 
ike  a  deep  impression  on  the  souls  of  the 
soners. 

So.  15.— Twenty-eight  years  old;  convicted 
manslaughter ;  has  been  above  two  years  in 
5  Penitentiary ;  bis  health  excellent ;  has 
.rned  to  weave  in  his  cell.  Solitude  ap- 
&red  at  first  insufferable  j  but  one  accustoms 
nself  to  it. 
Ho.  54.— Thirty-five  years  old ;  convicted  of 

>  murder  of  his  wife ;  has  been  a  year  in  the 
nitentiary ;  health  excellent. 

The  remarks  which  this  person  makes  on 

>  sufferings  caused  by  solitude,  prove  how 
ich  he  has  undergone ;  but  he  begins  to  ac- 
rtom  himself  to  this  kind  of  life,  and  does 
t  find  it  any  longer  as  hard. 

¥o.  22.— A  negro  of  thirty-four  years;  has 
sn  convicted  for  theft  once  before ;  eighteen 
mtbs  here ;  health  pretty  good. 
tyus.  Do  you  find  the  discipline  to  which 
i  are  subject  as  severe  as  it  is  represented .' 
£jw.  No ;  but  that  depends  upon  the  dlspo- 
ion  of  the  prisoner.    If  he  takes  solitary 
ifinement  bad.  he  falls  into  irritation  and 
ipair;  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  immediately 
»  the  advantages  which  he  can  derive  from 
it  does  not  appear  insupportable. 
3«m.  You  have  been  imprisoned  already  in 
ilnut  Street  ? 

fits.  Yes,   sir;   and    I   cannot   imagine   a 
later  den  of  vice  and  crime.    It  requires  but 
ew  days  for  a  person  not  very  guilty  to  be- 
ne a  consummate  criminal' 
Que*.  Do  you  think  that  the  Penitentiary  is 
xrior  to  the  Old  Prison  ? 
4iix.   That  is  as  if  you  were  to  ask  me, 
tether  the  sun  was  finer  than  the  moon.* 
Vo.  68-— Age  twenty-three;   convicted  of 
»ft ;  has  been  here  six  months ;  health  ex- 
tent ;  he  is  cold,  and  little  communicative ; 
only  becomes  animated  by  speaking  of  the 
fferings  of  solitude ;  he  works  with  ardor ; 
:  presence  of  a  visitor  never  Interrupts  his 
►or. 

So.  85. — Has  been  here  two  months  ;  con- 
;ted  of  theft.  Health  good,  but  bis  mind 
;ms  to  be  very  agitated.  If  you  speak  of  his 
fe  and  child,  he  weeps  bitterly.  In  short, 
:  impression  produced  by  the  Prison  seems 
ry  deep. 

So.  67.— Age  thirty-eight;  convicted  of 
;ft ;  has  been  here  eight  months.  Health 
od.  Became  a  shoemaker  in  the  Prison,  and 
ikes  six  pairs  of  shoes  a  week. 
This  individual  seems  to  have  naturally  a 
ive  and  meditative  mind.  Solitude  in  Pris- 
has  singularly  increased  this  disposition. 
s  reflections  are  the  resalts  of  a  very  elevated 
ler  of  ideas.  He  seems  to  tie  occupied  only 
th  philosophical  and  Christian  thoughts. 
Mo.  52.— Age  thirty-nine;  Is  in  a  state  of 
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relapse ;  has  been  formerly  in  Walnut  Street ; 
says  that  that  Prison  is  a  shocking  place ;  one 
cannot  leave  it  honest.  If  I  had  been,  he  says, 
at  first  in  this  Penitentiary,  I  should  not  have 
committed  a  second  crime. 

Qkm.  Have  you  accustomed  yourself  easily 
to  solitude  ? 

jfiu.  At  first,  solitude  seemed  to  me  horrid ; 
gradually  I  accustomed  myself  to  it ;  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  I  could  live  here  without  labor. 
Without  labor  there  is  no  sleep. 

This  person  has  been  nearly  a  year  in  this 
Prison ;  enjoys  good  health. 

No.  1.— This  prisoner,  the  first  who  wis 
sent  to  the  Penitentiary,  is  a  negro.  Has  been 
here  more  than  two  years.  His  health  is 
excellent. 

This  man  works  with  ardor :  be  makes  ten 
pair  of  shoes  a  week.  His  mind  seems  very 
tranquil;  his  disposition  excellent.  He  con- 
siders his  being  brought  to  the  Penitentiary  as 
a  signal  benefit  of  Providence.  His  thoughts 
are  In  general  religious.  He  read  to  us  in  the 
Gospel  the  parable  of  the  good  shepherd,  the 
meaning  of  which  touched  him  deeply ;  one 
who  was  born  of  a  degraded  and  depressed 
race,  and  had  never  experienced  any  thing  but 
indifference  and  harshness. 

No.  17. — Is  a  mulatto,  convicted  of  theft; 
confined  twenty  months,;  was  never  ill. 
Charitable  persons  have  taught  him  to  read ; 
he  learned  here  sboemaking.  The  necessity 
of  labor  was  so  great,  that,  at  the  end  of  this 
first  week,  he  was  able  to  make  coarse  shoes. 

No.  50. — Thirty-seven  years  old ;  in  relapse ; 
paints  energetically  the  vices  which  prevail  in 
Walnut  Street,  where  he  has  been  imprisoned. 

If  they  had  put  me  here  for  my  first  crime, 
he  said,  I  never  should  have  committed  a  sec- 
ond; but  one  always  leaves  Walnut  Street 
worse  than  he  enters  it.  Nowhere  but  here  is 
it  possible  to  reflect. 

Qua.  But  the  discipline  of  this  Penitentiary 
is  very  severe  ? 

Jtou.  Yes,  sir ;  particularly  in  the  beginning. 
During  the  two  first  months,  I  was  near  falling 
into  despair.  But  reading  and  labor  have 
gradually  comforted  me. 

This  prisoner  has  been  twenty  months  here. 
Health  excellent. 

No.  63.— A  well-educated  man,  thirty-two 
years  old.    He  was  a  physician. 

Solitary  confinement  seems  to  have  made  a 

Srofound  impression  upon  this  young  man. 
[e  speaks  of  the  first  time  of  his  imprisonment 
with  horror ;  the  remembrance  makes  him  weep. 
During  two  months,  he  says,  he  was  in  despair ; 
but  time  has  alleviated  bis  situation.  At  pres- 
ent, he  is  resigned  to  his  fate,  however  austere 
it  may  be.  He  was  allowed  to  do  nothing ; 
but  Idleness  is  so  horrid,  that  he  nevertheless 
always  works.  As  he  knew  no  mechanic  art, 
he  occupies  himself  with  cutting  leather  for  the 
shoemakers  in  the  Prison.  His  greatest  grief 
is  not  to  be  allowed  to  communicate  with  his 
family.  He  ended  the  conversation  by  saying, 
Solitary  confinement  is  very  painful,  but  I  nev- 
ertheless consider  it  an  institution  eminently 
useful  for  society. 

Health  good.  He  does  not  complain  of  the 
physical  part  of  the  discipline  to  which  be  is 
subject. 

No.  4.— Age  twenty  years  ;  has  been  impris- 
oned already  once  in  Walnut  Street.  He  as- 
cribes his  relapse  to  the  pernicious  influence 
of  that  Prison.  "  We  are  here  much  happier," 
he  says ;  "  not  that  the  discipline  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary is  mild ;  far  from  it ;  the  first  days  par- 
ticularly are  horrid ;  1  believed  despair  would 
kill  me.  Yet  I  have  nevet  taftti^^tenaiXV 
bjwbmn«t»  mow  *ft  two  ?«*»«* 
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No.  85.— This  prisoner  is  above  eighty. 
When  we  entered,  he  was  reading  hia  Bible. 

No.  73. — A  negro  woman,  twenty  years  of 
age,  in  relapse.  Fbe  say*  the  Penitentiary  is 
far  superior  to  Walnut  Street  Prison. 

Que*.  Why  so? 

An*.  Because  it  makes  one  think.  She  has 
been  seven  months  here ;  health  very  good. 

No.  6. — Has  been  two  years  in  this  Prison ; 
arrived  here  unwell ;  and  his  health  has  been 
re-established  In  the  cell. 

No.  GO.— Thirty  years  old ;  convicted  -  of 
theft ;  has  been  five  months  in  Prison  ;  health 
apparently  very  good,  but  his  mind  dejected. 
"  I  do  not  believe,"  he  says, "  that  I  ever  shall 
leave  this  cell  alive ;  solitude  is  fatal  to  the 
ham  in  constitution  ;  it  will  kill  me." 

Que*.  What  are  your  consolations  ? 

An*.  I  have  but  two— labor,  and  the  perusal 
of  my  Bible. 

No.  51. — Forty-four  years  old ;  In  relapse. 
He  regrets  bitterly  having  the  first  time  been 
imprisoned  in  Walnut  Street.  "  Nowhere  but 
here,"  says  he,  "  can  one  reflect." 

He  has  been  here  ten  months;  his  health 
was  never  lietter. 

No.  47.— Has  been  a  year  in  the  Peniten- 
tiary ;  health  apparently  excellent. 

His  disposition  appears  good  ;  but  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  attach  much  importance  to  his  words, 
as  he  expects  soon  to  be  pardoned. 

No.  G6\— Twenty-one  years.  Contrary  to  the 
ordinary  course,  he  refused  at  first  to  work, 
and  it  required  a  long  diet  to  subdue  him.  At 
present,  he  is  perfectly  subdued ;  he  has  felt  the 
necessity  of  labor  in  solitude,  and  works  with 
ardor.  He  has  learnt  in  a  short  time  sboe- 
raaking,  and  makes  now  from  eight  to  nine 
pair  of  shoes  a  week. 

Has  been  here  eight  months;  health  ex- 
cellent. 

No.  00. — Aged  forty.  Imprisoned  for  rob- 
bery on  the  highway,  with  arms  in  his  hand ; 
seems  very  intelligent ;  told  us  his  story  in  the 
following  terms: 

"  [  was  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  old  when  I 
arrived  in  Philadelphia.  I  am  the  son  of  a  poor 
farmer  in  the  west,  and  I  came  in  search  of 
employment.  1  had  no  acquaintance,  and 
found  no  work ;  and  the  first  night  I  was 
obliged  to  lie  down  on  the  deck  of  a  vessel, 
having  no  other  place  of  rest.  Here  I  was  dis- 
covered the  next  morning ;  the  constable  ar- 
rested me,  and  the  mayor  sentenced  me  to  one 
month's  imprisonment  as  a  vagrant.  Con- 
founded, durinrr  my  short  imprisonment,  with 
a  number  of  malefactors  of  all  ages,  I  lost  the 
honest  principles  which  my  father  had  given 
me,  and,  on  leaving  the  Prison,  one  of  my  first 
acts  was  to  Join  several  young  delinquents  of 
my  own  age,  and  to  assist  them  in  various 
thefts.  I  was  arrested,  tried,  and  ac- 
quitted. Now  I  thought  myself  safe  from  jus- 
tice, and,  confident  in  my  skill,  I  committed 
other  offences,  which  brought  me  again  before 
the  court.  I  was  sentenced  to  an  imprison- 
ment of  nine  years  in  Walnut  (Street  Prison. 

Que*.  Did  not  this  punishment  produce  In 
you  a  feeling  of  the  necessity  of  correcting 
yourself? 

An*.  Yes,  sir ;  yet  the  Walnut  Street  Prison 
has  never  produced  in  me  any  regret  at  my 
criminal  actions.  I  confess  that  I  never  could 
repent  them  there,  or  that  I  ever  had  the  idea  of 
doing  it  during  my  stay  in  that  place.  But  I  soon 
remarked  that  the  same  persons  re-appeared 
there,  and  that,  however  great  the  finesse,  or 
strength  of  courage,  of  the  thieves,  was.  they 
always  ended  by  being  taken  ;  this  made  me 
think  seriously  of  my  life,  and  I  firmly  resolved 
to  quit  forever  to  oaAfaoum  t>  *«t  tfttfY&v** 


soon  as  I  should  leave  the  Prison.  This  i*s> 
lution  taken,  I  conducted  myself  better,  sad 
after  seven  years  Imprisonment,  I  was  par- 
doned. I  had  learnt  tailoring  in  Prison,  and  I 
soon  found  a  favorable  employment.  1  married, 
and  began  to  gain  easily  my  sustenance ;  bsi 
Philadelphia  was  full  of  people  who  bad  knows 
me  in  Prison  ;  I  always  feared  being  betrayed 
by  them.  One  day,  indeed,  two  of  my  furaer 
fellow  prisoners  came  into  my  master's  sbm 
and  asked  to  speak  to  me  ;  I  at  first  feigned 
not  to  know  them,  but  they  soon  obliged  me  is 
confess  who  I  was.  They  then  asked  me  is 
lend  them  a  considerable  sum  j  and  on  my  re- 
fusal, they  threatened  to  discover  the  history 
of  my  life  to  my  employer.  I  now  promised  is 
satisfy  them,  and  told  them  to  return  the  next 
day.  As  soon  as  they  had  gone,  I  left  the  shot 
also,  and  embarked  immediately  with  my  was 
for  Baltimore.    In  this  city  I  found  easyea- 

Kyment,  and  lived  for  a  long  time  comforts- 
enough  ;  when  one  day  my  master  received 
stter  from  one  of  the  constables  in  Philadel- 
phia, which  Informed  him  that  one  of  hit  joar- 
neymen    was  a  former  prisoner  of  Walost 
Street.    I  do  not  know  what  could  have  in- 
duced this  man  to  such  a  step.    1  owe  to  Ma 
my  being  now  here.    As  soon  as  my  employer 
had  read  the  letter,  be  sent  me  indignantly 
away.    I  went  to  all  the  tailors  in  Baltimore, 
but  they  were  informed  of  what  had  happened, 
and  refused  me.    Misery  obliged  me  to  seek 
labor  on  the  rail-road,  then  making  betweet 
Baltimore  and  Ohio.    Grief  and  fat » cue  threw 
me.  after  some  time,  into  a  violent  fever,    ay 
sickness  lasted  a  long  time,  and  my  money 
was  at  an  end.    Hardly  recovered,  1  went  is 
Philadelphia,  where  the  fever  again  attacked 
me.    When  I  was  convalescent,  and  foul 
myself  without  resources,  without  bread  for 
my  family :  when  I  thought  of  all  the  obs> 
clos  which!  found  in  my  attempts  to  gain  hon- 
estly  my  livelihood,  and  of  all  the  unjust  per- 
secutions which  I  suffered,  I  fell  into  a  state  of 
inexpressible  exasperation.    I  said  to  mysetf. 
Well,  then,  since  I  am  forced  to  do  it,  1  will 
become  a  thief  again  ;  and  if  there  i*  a  fisfto 
dollar  left  in  the  United  States,  and  if  it  wtit 
in  the  pocket  of  the  president,  I  will  have  JL 
I  called  my  wife,  ordered  her  to  sell  all  the 
clothes  which  were  not  indispensably  neces- 
sary, and  to  buy  with  the    money  a  ptftoL 
Provided  with  this,  and  when  I  Was  yet  too 
feeble  to  walk  without  crutches,  I  went  to  the 
environs  of  the  city :  I  stopped  the  first  pas- 
senger, and  forced  him  to  give  me  his  pocket- 
book.    But  I  was  arrested  the  same  cventaf. 
I  had  been  followed  by  the  person  whom  I  taM 
robbed,  and,  my  feebleness  having  oblirrdn* 
to  stop  in  the  neighborhood,  there  were  bo 
great  pains  necessary  to  seize  me.    I  confuses 
my  crime  without  difficulty,  and  1  was  vent  beif . 

Que*.  What  are  your  present  resolution*  lor 
the  future  ? 

An*.  I  do  not  feel  disposed,  I  tell  you  freely, 
to  reproach  myself  with  what  I  have  done,  nor 
to  become  what  is  called  a  good  Christian  ;  but 
I  am  determined  never  to  steal  again,  and  I 
see  the  possibility  of  succeeding.  If  1  ltare  ia 
nine  years  this  Prison,  no  one  will  knuw  ae 
again  in  this  world  ;  no  one  will  have  knnwa 
me  in  the  Prison  ;  1  shall  have  made  no  dan- 
gerous acquaintance.  I  shall  be  then  at  liberty 
to  gain  my  livelihood  in  peace.  Thu  is  the 
great  ad  vantage  which  I  find  in  this  Penites- 
tiary,  and  the  reason  why  I  prefer  a  hundred 
times  beingbere  to  being  sent  again  to  the  WaJ 
nut  Street  Prison,  in  spite  of  the  severity  of  <he 
discipline  which  is  kept  up  in  this  Pe-niwatury. 

Haa  been  in  Prison  a  year ;  heali*  very  good. 
LiaaxV*  T*A*stATion. 
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